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Preface 

 

Creativity is an art which integrate mental and physical being. From the ancient time the best 

medium for man to create something was the clay and mud. The satisfaction of creating with 

your own hand is an articulation of the human being with combination of mind and his limbs. 

It gives immense contentment to glance at your own creation and feel happy. One of the very 

arts of ancient India which is continuing till the modern days is the art of making articles out 

of clay into beautiful terracotta objects.  

This works begins with a brief introduction of the area of approach and discussion of the 

problems. Chapter I deal with a brief introduction discussing the problems and how to 

approach them. The work proceeds to understand all the excavated terracotta material from 

the sites of Gujarat from Chalcolithic as well as Early Historic, understanding, analyzing 

them and looking into the continuity of the objects. Later on an ethno archaeology research 

was carried out to understand the method and technique of the terracotta toys were being 

made. 

Ingenious work is an art and it is impossible without cooperation of so many persons. 

Naturally to accomplish this dissertation so many persons provided direct or indirect 

contribution to give it a final shape.  

On the onset I would like to thank University Grant Commission, New Delhi, for funding this 

research project in the form of Major Research Project and all the staff for their promptness 

of any quarries requested to them.  

I am also very thankful to my University office staffs, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of 

Baroda office and their staffs of various departments who have helped me in every walk of 

administrative works.  

I am indebted and thankful to Sri Y.S. Rawat, former Director, State Archaeology Survey, for 

sharing his valuable time and extending his help to study terracotta material from the 

Vadnagar Excavation 2008-2012. My sincere regards to Sri Jitendra Nath, Director of 

excavation, Archaeology Survey of India, New Delhi who was always ready to help me and 

gave permission to see the materials of any excavated sites of Gujarat. I am also thankful to 

Sri Abhijit Ambedkar, Archaeology Survey of India, Vadodara, for showing me the 



excavated material from Vadnagar 2017-2018. My thanks are also due to Jeevan Kharakwal, 

Institute of Rajasthan Studies, Rajasthan Vidyapeeth, Udaipur. 

I am very thankful to the Head, Prof Ajith Parasad Department of Archaeology, The 

Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda where I could avail any infrastructure I needed and 

of course the staff members who were an immense help to me. I thank each one of them.  

My deepest thanks go to the Dean, Prof K. Krishnan, Faculty of Arts, The Maharaja 

Sayajirao University of Baroda for his constant help and encouragement. 

I am very grateful to Prof Kalpana Gavli and Prof. Sanjay Karandikar, Faculty of Arts, The 

Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda for their anytime help and constant inspiration and 

friendly suggestions.  

I would like to thank Shri Pathak, Librarian, Department of Archaeology and Ancient 

History, and Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda for helping me with the books. I record 

my appreciation for the valuable help from my former students Grace, Tintu, Siddha and 

some of my undergraduate students specially Rucha, Anvika, Ashka,  Neha A, and Rasagnya 

M for their help wherever needed. 

 In my endeavor my heartfelt gratitude goes to my family who took care and attention 

especially by my better half Ashok and son Dhritiman who always remained a source of 

motivation to me. 
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