T SUMMARY 1 The present investigation "A Study of Rural
Functional Literssy Program in the Rorth Arcot District of
Tanilnadu” was mede with reference to the following objectivess

. To briefly survey the historical aspects of adult
education in Tamilnadu.

B. To construct the relevant tools = l. litex‘.‘wy tesis,
2. interview sohadules to assess pgwarenesz and Sund=
tionality levels, and 3, problems checklist. .

C. 7o assess the learning cutcomes of the RFLP in terms
of performence of the learners in 1. resding, 2. weite
ing, end 3, avithmstia, ‘

D. %o compate Hluermy lovels of the RPLP participants
with thet of children of 2rd stenderd of the pzimy
school in the formal edueational ayseam.

E. To saszese ammﬁn and functionality Learning
outcomes of the participents of RFLP.

F.» To £ind out the assoniation between the literacy,
awareneas, functionsliity levels of the participante
and their 1. sge, 2, csste, 3. merital status,

4. income, and 5. occupations.

G, To identify the main problems of HFLP ag checked by
the animators, supervisors, and village leaders.

To pssess the sccomplishments as stated in the objede
tives (C ~ G), the following tools were developed in Tamil
for the purpose of ths.s study as no such tools were in
existonces

1, A resding test

2, -A writing test

3. Mn arithmetic test

4. An awarences and funckticnality schedule, and
5. A problems checklist,
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These tools were constructed on & random sample of
100 adult participsnts of the RFLP,

The literacy Sests and, avaraness and functicnality
schedule were sdministered on the sample of 270 adult particie
pante drawn from Cheyyar, Vesbakkam, and Timiri bloocks of
North Argot district of Tamilnadu. The literacy tests wars
also «iministared on an equal nuebher of primary sclicol chile
dren randomly drawn from the same blocks, The problem check-
1ist vas administersd cn 50 snimetars, 50 village leaders, and
10 supervisors.

FVive variables, namely 1. age, 2. caste, 3. marital
status, 4. family income, and S. cccupation were selected as
important aspects to investigate £{f they have any association
with the achievement levels of the adult participants in the
R¥LP,

The data were snalyzsd by employing the appropriate
statistical techniques, such as, chi-quare, t-test, and
Xendall's coefficient of concordance.

II FINDINGS 3 The major findings emerged as follows:

A. The resding end writing achievemant of the 3rd stan-
dard school ochildren was higher than the participmnts
of RFLP) but in arithmetic achisvessnt, there was no
significant differsnce between the 3rd standard
sehool ehildren and the RPLP participants.

8. Age and literacy skills were significentiy related %o
sach other., Yith the advence of age, the achievement
level tended to decrease.
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The caste groupe of the participants snd thelr
literacy schievements vere positively associated,
The literscy achievement was found to he low in
the scheduled castes,

Family income and literacy achiovement of the particile
pants ware significently related with each other. The
mesn achievement score values increassed with the
incressa in the family income.

The marital status snd the literacy achievament of
the participsnts was positively associsted. The
achievenent leval tended to decrsase if the women

ware sarriel, . ‘

The occupstion snd the literacy achievament of
participants ware positively associated,

The age and the avareness level of participants were
not asscciated with each other,

The caste. and the avareness levels were related with
epch other, Ths higher caste groups had pore sware-

‘ness than the lower castas groups.

!

"The marital status and aversness lsvel of particiw

pants were significantly related,

The family fncome and the awareness leovel of partie
cipants vere significantly related. The higher the
family income, the higher was the awarensss level,

The occupation and‘ the swvareness level of particie
pants wers unrelated.
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L. The age and the functionality level of partici-
pants were not associated,

M. The castes smd the functionality levels were related
with each other. The traend indicated that the fore
wsrd cestes had & higher functionality level and the
scheduled castes had lowar level, the functionality
level of batkward castes remsined hetween the two.

N, The marital statue and the functionality level of
the participents were significantly relatel, The
marriesd group obtained a lower mean Functionslity score.

O. The family income and the functionality level of
participants were significantly related.

P, The occypation and the functionaslity loevel were
mﬁ&tﬁw '

Q. Regsrding the problems in RFLY centers, there was a
significant sgresmont betwesn the animators, supervie
sors, and villags leaders, )

ITX RECOMMENDATIONS ¢ From the findings in thae study and
observations pede during the study, sope recommendations are
effered to help in eaeiline the schievememt of the RYLP,

A. FRoy and Xapoor (1975) in their study ‘Reteation of
M'twmy' recomuended the need for four yesrs of the
. primery educetion or the adult literacy of the third
grade level (Literscy House, Lucknow) as abeolutely a
minimun requirement for an individual to ke continte
ocusly in comrand of literacy skilles. In the present
study, the participants of RFLP in genersl did not
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schieve this standsrd. The RPLY marticipants soem

to relapse into 4lliteracy sgain. Most likely, this
is becouse of the rudimentary level of literacy

belng imparted at present. In 1ts stead, the level
of literacy should be of sufficiently high level to
alleviate such mlapm conditions, Therefore, it 18
advigeble that a four years of rrimsry school level
e provided to the RFLP participanis which will lead

‘them to sufficient profficiency to prevent their

relm:lng Into 11literacy and for them to be able to
retaidh their skills for the rest of their ilives and
use them ﬁunct&mally.

s thiz study revesls that the young adults' perfore
manee was bhettar than the older ones, the young .
adult illiterates should preferably be enrolled in
the centers as they would benefit more than will the

915‘!’ ones, .

The aghievement of llteracy skills will have no real
siuntficence for the partiscipsnts if the program is
not followed up by Some systematic end orderly method
for the neow-literates. Therefore, there should be
follow-up oteps after their completing the course

at followss ;

1. Since many neowliterates are unsble to purchase
bouks, an effectivae eirculation of baoke should be
esteblished through mobile libraries, village
likvraries, and reading rooms. Bell bicyele likrary
is a modést approach in this dirention. A provie
sion should be made for sush bell bicycle librae
ries in all the villages, ‘
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2. A greater range and volune of rural nesis-hased
followsup literature for neo-literates should be
produced through writers' workshops, donstant
£flow of brochures, hocklets, handwouts, eirculars,
leaflets, posters should be printed which is
appropriate for the neo=literstes.

D. Literscy, avareness, and functionality componente
should be given egual importance in the RFLP centers,
So far, they seen to have been stressing importonce
to the literany componaent than to awareness snd finge
tionality. Instesd, the animators should impart knowe
ladge on swsreness and functionality to the partici.
pants, More literature on awareness and functionality
should be provided to the animators,

E. &ome crucial problens wvhich the RFLP centera face are
=~ le the improper classroom, 2, the cramped seating
space in the clameroom, 3. inadequate ventilation,

4. Inademate lighting in the olassroom, 5. inadequate
seating arrangements in the classroom, 6, leck of
drinking water facilities, 7. lack of sanitational
surroundings in and around the centers, 8. lack of
calm atmosphere for conceptration by the learners,

9. lack of deske and benches for the lésrners, 10,
lack of globe, 11. lack of wall maps, 12, lack of
good blackboards,

For proper lesrning, the pre-requisite is the proper
elazsroom environments, 7The animators with the help of
villagers should attempt to provide good environments,.
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To raise the quality of animators, who play & pivosal
role for the success of the program, instesd of providing a
prief training of 10 days, the government should plen for
one year training course in adult teaching much alike the
primary school teather's training.

IV SUCCESTIONS POR FURTHER RESEARCH: The present study is
an evaluation of the RFLP in terms of the attainment of
literacy skills, awareness, and functionality of the adult
learnars, Further studies may be conducted on different
aspects of RFLP as given belowt

A, The same study with a large ssmple and wore number of
variables can be conducted at the state level. -

B. The impact of RYLY on the social participéations of the
adult participants.

C. The impaat of the RFLP on the adult participants
through the use of mass medis.

D. The iwpsct of RFLY? on the change of attitude of -
participants toward their children's sducation.

E, The ways and means by utiiuh the illiterate women of
the diffarant socio~econonic groups can he motivatad
to participate successfully in R¥Lp,

¥, Rffective planning and organization of RFLP,

G, Cost effectiveness studise about the design, imple~
mentation, and target population,

He Attitudes of administrators, snimators, and particie
pants towards R¥LY,

I. A comparative study of the effectiveness of RFLP and
BARP (State Adult Fducation Program) in Tamilnadu.
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