
i | P a g e  

 

Acknowledgements 

 

‘If we’d known we were going to make it, the challenge would not have been the 

same – we might not have gone. If we’d known what lay ahead, we certainly would 

not have gone.’ (Starkell, D., 1994. Paddle to the Amazon- the ultimate 12,000 mile 

canoe adventure, A Douglas Gibson book). 

 

These lines caught my attention five years 

ago when my supervisor gave me the referred book to read as a motivation exercise. 

These lines perfectly summarize my journey as a PhD student in PRL. A perfectionist 

that my supervisor (Prof. J. S. Ray) is, has helped me, to develop a better thought 

process and presentation skills, to carry out scientific research. Under his guidance, I 

have learned the importance of ethics in science and quality of work, which one needs 

to maintain. I thank him for his patience while correcting my manuscripts and thesis. I 

must confess that those were the most difficult times for both of us. The research 

work carried out by me would not have been possible in a way that I have, if it was 

not for him. He gave me freedom to carry out my own experiments, even though we 

didn’t agree on the setups and results some of the times. I thank him for motivating 

me and tolerating my mistakes. I express my sincere gratitude to him. 

 

I would like thank my co-guide, Prof. L.S. Chamyal of the M.S. University 

of Baroda for his advice and help. A special thanks to Balaji for the help extended 

during every single visit to the university. I thank my Doctoral Supervising 

Committee members at PRL, Prof. R. Ramesh and Dr. Sanjeev Kumar for their 

critical comments and good suggestions during the course of my research. This work 

would not have been possible without the help of my collaborators at the Department 

of Earth Sciences, Pondicherry University. I thank Prof. S. Balakrishanan for 

providing me access to TIMS facility. Prof. Rajneesh Bhutani was not only my 

collaborator, but also a mentor and a friend during my stays at the Pondicherry 

University. Thanks are dues to the Head of department and other faculty members of 

Pondicherry University. 

 

My research journey in PRL has been incredible. The understanding of the 

concepts, the discussions, re-evaluations of the existing interpretations, has been 

supported with the Tuesday divisional seminars. I thank all the members of the 

Geosciences Division and others who attended my talks. I would like to thank all the 

faculty members who taught me during the course work. The focus on work could be 

maintained as the other issues were always taken care of by PRL. I thank the Director 

(present and then) for providing the facilities. Without the help extended by members 

from administrative staff, library, computer centre, workshop, maintenance, purchase, 



ii | P a g e  

 

stores, accounts, medical, housekeeping, canteen and office, life would not have been 

as convenient here. 

 

If I start writing names of the people who have helped me in one way or the 

other during these last six years, I would probably be able to write an equivalent 

volume of my thesis. With due regards, I thank everyone who has been a support 

during this journey, not only in PRL but at Pondicherry University as well. 

 

However, I would like to mention names of my batch-mates, without whom, 

the life at PRL would have been very difficult. Manu, Abhaya and Anirban are 

family, and Shraddha is an integral part of it. The extended part of this family (in 

alphabetical order) are – Alok, Arun, Chithra, Gaurava, Girish, Guru, Kuldeep, 

Sanjay, Saweeta, Swapana and Tanmoy. The second extension of this family belongs 

to my jade palace buddies – Alok, Neeraj, Souvik, Shrema, Bivin and Anirban. I 

thank all my friends in other batches who motivated and helped me.  

 

Oscillating between Ahmedabad and Puducherry for research work, I became 

a migratory bird who used to travel south in winter. I have been lucky to meet some 

wonderful people in this exchange, and gained some important experiences. I thank 

Shimla, Maya, Rekha, Sathya, Aswathy, Deepana, Jisha, Kingson, Dash bhaiya, 

Chandru, Vishnu, Madhu, Sminto and Nizam. Sincere thanks to the akka in the 

department, who used to feed me sometimes with her food. I must thank all the 

security akkas at the Madame Curie Hostel and Saraswathy Hostel, Pondicherry 

University, for opening hostel gates for me, late at night.  

 

This journey would be impossible without the constant motivation and 

support from my family. I thank my family – papa, mumma, shailu, subu, jiju and the 

little ones. Whenever in doubt, they have guided me through my lowest of times. I am 

fortunate to have a strong family back-up. With this thesis, I am fulfilling a dream of 

many. I feel happy to be able to do it. 

 

 

Thank you everyone for everything. 

 

Ikshu 


