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N CHAPTER : I

INTRODUCTION

India has one of the highest tribasl population of the
world. Although, figure of tribal strength in sach State and for
the country as a whole are far from relisble, conssnsus (19819
are of the opinion thzt fthere are 30 million classed aé sched~
uled tribes. One mut of every fourteen Indizn 18 a tribal. &4&.94
parcent of +fobtzal population 3% tribal. According to the 1971

census of India’'s list, there are 427 tribal groups.

Tribzal people live 1n fairly well defined zones. In  the
Morth and North—-East zone, there are such tribesg 33 Bhotis,
Thoru, Girung, Limbu, aka., Mishmi, Dzbla, kachari, boro, FKhasi,
Naga, Mizo, Rabha and Lepcha. In the central zone the well bnown
tribals are Santal, Munda, Oraon, Ho, Bhumgi, kol, &hariz,Bir-
hor, Gond, Bhuiyan, Bo;ge, Bhil, Juango znd Eond. The southern
zone contains such tribes zs Chenchu, Todz, kadar, Badaga. bkoto,
Ureli, Fanniktar and Pulayan. Theses lists do not tend to

2ithaust,only the more important ones are mentioned here.
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Racially, the tribes of Indiz can be put into three catego-
ries 2 the Proto-dusiroloides, the Mongoloides and the Negroids.
The mzjor population of tribal Indiz belongs to the Proto-fus-—
troloid oroup, characterised by darker skin, sunbten nose and

lower forshead.

Linguistically, tribal people differ too, their langusges
belonging to three major linguistic families, such as Dravidizsn,
Austro—Asiatic and Sino-Tibetan, the last named s further sub-

divided intp Tibeto-Burman and Siamese~LChinsse.

i.1 TRIEBAL RELIBION :

The Etribal religion czan be categorised as Tollows :

S

b
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TABLE 1 1

TRIBAL RELIGION

(Source & Tribals for christs

No., Tribal Rsligion Fercentage
1. Hindus 8% .00
2. Animists 04, GO
3. Buddhists O, %4
4. Muslims O, 21
5. Christians CR.53
& Ofthers 00,92

The Christians among the traibals are mainly concentrated in
Assam, MNagalanmd, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Bihar, Micobar Islands and

Orissa.

1.2 DISTRIBUTION OF TRIBES

A list of tribes of India zppezars in scheduled castes and
scheduled tripes lists modification order 17546 ana according to
that order therese are so many as 144 main tribes besides 3 good

number of sub—-tribes.
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The tribes are distributed zs follows &

TAaBLE ¢ 11

BISTRIBUTION OF TRIBED:

(Source 2 Tribalgs for christ)
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No. Mame of ths State Tribal groups 1n & State
1. Andhra Fradesh 53
2. Assam 35
3. Bihar Z0
4. Maharzashtra 73
S. Madhya Pradesh &8
£ . Madras 42
7. Mysore &2
8. Punaiab t 03
2. Rajasthan 14
1G. Himachal Pradesh Q&
11. Manipur 29

1Z2. Tripursa 19
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Looking at +the information given in TABLE II, it is ob-
sarved, that the nighest number of tribal groups are  found 1n

the State of Maharashtra 1.e. 7% groups.

Uttar Pradesh was scheduled in 19467. There are & groups now
listed for Uttar Pradesh and these represent total of apout six

lakhg of tribal people.

Figures for the tribal communities are fluid. 5o facts and
figures can sometimes be puzszling. In 1930, an official report
stated that there wers 212 tribal groups, In 1994 there were 414
tribal groups, ang according to the 1271 census of Indiz, thsre
were 427 traibal groups.

/

1.5 LOCATION s

By far, the largest number of tribal people are situated in
cantral India, in the zrea bordered by Orissa. Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashsrg State. In this ares alone, thers
are an estimated seventsen million tribal people, that 1s nearly

halfT the scheduled tribsl population of Tndiz.

The Government of Indiaz is taking wup fthe challenge of
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uplifting the neglscted tribal communifies, yet, herse 1n  Indiaz,
there 3are wvast areas representing literally millions of uoun-
reached people with few or no workers at all. SGovernment workers

zre reluctant to take up posting in such unattractive places.

1.4 MNEHRU'S FIVEFOLD POLICY =

The late Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru had a lifelong interest in
and love for the tribals of Iindia, and during his +t=nure as
Prime M™Minister of Indiza, he was dirvectly concerned with the
tribal policy. He gave Tive points which are worth

considering,they zre as follows =

1. "Traibal people should dsvelop along the lines of their ouwn
genius  and we should avoid i1mposing on them. We should try o
ancourage 1n every way their osun traditional art and culture.

2. Tribzl rights on land and forest should be respected.

S We should try to btrain and build up 2 team of ftheir own

people to do the work of 2dministration and development.

4, We should nob over zdminister these areas or overwhelm the

schemes. We should work throuwgh and not an rivalry o btheir  own
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social and cultural institutions.

S We should judge resulits not by statistics or the amount of
money  spent but by the qual:ity of human character that is

evolved®.

fAigain, MNehru believed that, “Tribal people are capable of
beiag trained for places of responsibility 1n their own environ-

ment". He believed that they should be groomed to fake over

their own administration.

The constitution of India has safeguarded the tribsl inter—
est. According Lo Article 44 of the Constitution, Which states,
“The State shall promote with specizl care Ehe educaiional and
economic  interests of the weaker section of the societv, 1in
particular the scheduled castes and scheduled ftribes. ang shall
protect  them from social injgustice and all forms of euploita-

tions".

Even, after 47 years of independence. bthe constitutionszl
commibtment sti1ll remains to be fulfilled. Numerous programmes
for developmant are not being sffective because of ignorance and

illiberacy of btribals ( Sachindananda,1%&7}).

00
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1.5 INCENTIVES BY STATE GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

The States Government of Maharashbtra nzs made education of

1t's people in genersal. and bachkward classes in particular. as 2

sheet anchor of it's progress.

The Social and economic integrabtion of bactward classes
with the rest of the masses depends solely upon their educa-
tionzal development., To attain the objectives, ths following

gducational schemes are implemented im Maharashtra State @

1. Amard of buition and examinabion fees to one failure scholar
undertalking post S.%.0. courses, who are not  1n receipt of

bovermnment of Indiz scholarship.

e Amard of tuition fees and examinabtion fe2es and payment of

scholarship for pre~-5.8.C. courses.

-

Ze Paymeant of grant—~in—-z21d and recoonition to aided Backward

class hostels.

4. Building grant—in—aided Backwmard Class Hostels by Government.,

S. Study homes.
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&. Losching classes of 1.8.8. and 1.P.5. students.

7 Training of superintendants of aided bachkward class hostels.
B. Opening and msintenance of backward class hostals by Govern—
ment.

2. Amzrd of Government of Indiz schnolarship to fthe students

undertaking post 5.9.C. coursss.

1.6 LITERACY RATE AMONG DIFFERENT SOCIAL SECTIONS IN INDIA

The scheduled «castes, scheduled tribes grouped fogether
forms the considerable percentage of population of our country.
Education, has therefore, been consideren as 8 basic need Tor
the wupliftment of backward classes bobth by the Central Govern-—
ment and the States. The percentage of literacy amongst sched-

uled castes and scheduled tribes, 1n India, 13 given below :



TARBLE = I11

LITERALY BATE AMOND DIFFERENT SOCIAL SECTION IN IMDIA.

(1961, 1971, 15681,

(Bource 2 The 3 year plan, Government of Indiza. Mew Delhi)

¥eaar Rest of Fopulation Schedule Clastes Schedule Tribes
1961 27.85 (16.59) 10,27 (03Z.2%) G8.53 (03,147
1971 33.8C (17.11» 14.67 (0O&68.44) 11.30 (G4.835)
1981 41.22 (29.31) 21.38 (14,935 16.33 108.04)

(Figures in brackets represent FEMALE literzcyl.

Although, therse i1s a consistent increase 1n  the literacy
rate, 1t 18 still not impressive. There 1 a3 wide gap 1n  the
pducational development of scheduled tribes and other communi-

ties.

The hkothari commission (1945) has stated that., “"Aspect of
tribzals enucation which might call for 2 special attention will

vary from a&resz to zrez and no pain should be spared in wnder—
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standing the problems which arise in different context”. Ratnai-
ah {1977} has suggested that, "Mational survey being conducted
on btribzal education by the I1.C2.5.5.R. must be suplemented by
intensive studies of the 1ndividuzl groups. So &s, to gz2in 2
clear and compreshensive understanding of the problems of ftribal

gducation in different regirons’.

From the TABLE Il 1f 13 seen that Maharashitrz azcocounts  for
the tighest number of tribal groups 1.8. 75 groups aznd  West
Fhandesh ranks first in bEribal population. West FHhandesn is

sducationally backward district of Manarashtra State.

Inspite of various scheme wmplemented by the Government for
the educationzl progress among the tribals, there 1s very little

gducationsl progress in th2m.

Even though, Fothari commission and Ratnzizb have pointed
out bthe need for regional survey to understand the tribal prob-
lem in different context. and as very litrls 1s known about the
problem of tribals of Hest bhandesh, the Rassarcher has under-—

taken the following objeckives as sbudy keys

i. To understand the sducationzl problems of tribzals of West

Khandesh.

-~
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2. To suggest remedial measures for the szme.

1.7 TOPOGRAPHY OF THE DISTRICT OF DHULE (WEST HKHANDESH)

West kKhandesh (now Dhule districtl, in the.anc1ent time, 1%
was hnown as Rasila. Later under the Yadavas., it was czlled
Scundesa after the king Scunachandra who ruled over 1t. With the
advent of Muslims, lhe name changed to Phandesn, to suit  the

title ‘hhan given to Farug: Hings.

The s#ntire area of khandesn included two districts viz.
Dhule and Jalgaon and was administered a3 one district with
headguarters 23t Dhule. Howsver, in 1204, for sdministraziion
purpose Fhandesh was divided into two district known a3 West

Fhandesh (Dhule district) and East khandesh ( Jalgaon districysd.

Since 1961, the number of tehsils in the district are  ten.
However, wmith the upgrzding of hemlets/wadis as saperate vil-—
lages, bths number of inhabited village have risen from 1360 in

Z&1 o 15146 in 19B1, but bhe number of towns havs remained  the

fony

=agme Rt sSeven.

Out wof 1% scheduled tehsils of Maharashtrz State, shres,

i.2. Akrani, AFkalluyz and Mavapur are in West Fhandesh (Dhuls



digtrictr, and out of the 1% tehsils of Maharashtra. sharing the
highest proportion of dwellings with walls of grass, leaves etc.
three ars in West bhandesh viz. Akrani, Akkalbowz and Mavapur.
Thess behsils are well known hilly habitats of scheduled fribes

and have large areas under forest.

Location, Relief and Drainaoes

West Khandesh lies in the uppesr Tapi basin i1n the Morth-

a

HWest corner of the Maharashtra State. Total area is 13150 tm .
It l1es between 20C degrees 3B and 20 degrees ' bdNorth Lat:tuds
and 73 degrees 477 and 75 degress 11° Longitude.

The distinguishing feature of the topography of the dis-
trickt is that unlike the Deccan Plateauw, the orientation of the
disbrict is towards the West coast. The Tapi river passes
through the cenbtre of the district from Eazt to West with desp
cut-up beds and black sorl fertile plains along 1bs banks.

It is boundes on the West by Gugarat State.On the Norith by
tizdhya Fradesh and on East and South by Jalgoan and Nasik dis—
trict of Maharashtra respectively. Except for the small arsa 10
the extrame North-West which drains into the Marmagz river,

The whole district is drained by the Tap: river and 1ts  tribu-

taries.There are three well marked belts running East and West
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1. The rich valley in the cesntre.

2. The high and wild Satpudas in the Morth, and

Z. The bare ridoes and well watered vallevs separated by
Sahvyadr: ranges and innumerable dykes. All these belts

run parallel to the Tapi river.

There are two main hill ranges 1n the district, the Satpu-
dag in the Morth., angd the Sahyvadries and their off-shoots i1in the
HWest and South, The Satpudas, a8 broad belt of mountain land
stretching  1n wall like mamnner and running fTrom East fto Wesy,
cover the Norbth Akkalkuwa and Akrani tehsils of the district.
The hills in these ranges possss considerable heights.

The Sahysdr: hills bound bthe South-Western corper of the
district and includes Navapur behsil. The Satmala which 13 an
off-shoot of the Sahyeadris break off sharply from 1t in  the
MNorth-west atbt Masik and cover the district with low hills and
good vegetation.

Akrani and Akkalbkuwa tehsils in the Morth and Mavapur
tehsil in the South-West nave heavy concantration of tribals.

Geographically; the entire strip 15 mountainous and coversd
with jJjungle. In the North the ftribal aresz nestles in the Satpu-
gdas and the Sazahvyadris and their off-shoots in  the West and

South.
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In the valleys of these mounbtain ranges, the ftribal vil-
lages are situated. As a2 natural consequences of this, there 15
g great paucity of agriculiure land in the entire belt.

This naturally leads to assume that 1t has been a rezl bhard

struggle for the tribals of this region to survive.

The climzate of the district on the whole 13 dry, elcept
during the South-West monsoon season. As the district 15 far
from the coastal area, there are large variation in the day and
night temperaturss. May 1s the hottest month of the wvear with
the mean daily maximum Lbemperature of 40,7DC and the mean daily
minimum temperature of ES,SQC. On some davs the mayimum tempera—

o
ture goes above 45 €.

January 15 the coldest month of the year with mean daily
]
maximum temperature of 30.3 £ and the daily minimum tTemperature
o
of 1&£.2 €. Day and night temperature drop rapidly t111 the end

of the month.

The average annusl ra2intall in the district 1s max &74 mm.
Rainfall 1s heavier in the hilly regions of the Satpudas ranges.
July is the rainiest month.

During the Sowuth-West monsoon, the skies ave heavily cloud-

ad otherwise, they are clear for the rest of thes year.
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1.8 POPULATION =

The district ranks 14th in population and 2th 1n a3arez ag
the State leval.

From TABLE 1Y, it 15 observed that within the district  the
most  populous tehsil (Dhule) has nearly sight bimes thes populs-
tion, of the least populous tehsil {(Akranil.

TABLE IV also shows that Dhule ftehsil is the only  tehsil
1thin the distraict which has almost half of the tehsil’s popu-
lation residing in the urban areas. Sakri,Akkalbuws and Akrani

tehsi1l have no wurban population at all.
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1.9 TRIBAL CULTURE?

House and belongings of Tribals (Bhils).

The Bhils formerly lived in hive-like huts cresting the
tops of i1solabed hills to be crept into for 2 few weeks and then
left. Most of them still live in thatched huts, but leave them
at once if disease brezks out or if the hamlet is found +to be
inauspicious, uwunlucky or haunted. Such of them as have settled
down  on the plains have stoned buildings, having wzalls of uan-
burnt bricks 2nd 2 roof of mud with a small verandah nfront and
divided inside into two or three rooms. Each household has some
metal and a good many earthen vessels, a3 stone slab with a
roller, & hand mill and & large knife for cutting venebables, a
charpoy or  two with a bedding, 3 blanket and a quilt made of
preces of clothes stitched together. Their possessions are 3 Cow
or a buffalo, zfew fowls, a small fishing net, a3 bow and a good

stock of arrows and sometimes a sword.

Drecss.

Ehils living in the hills have scarcely any clothing except
a piece of loin cloth and their women wear coarse tattered
saris. The peasant Bhil wears a turban, & waist cloth and & coat

and their women have “‘sadi’ with or without 2 bodice.
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Festivals and Ceremonies

The more civilized Bhils of the plains have complete birth,
marvriage and death ceremonies not differing much in detzil  from

those practiced by higher class Hindus.

Marriage.

A marriage proposal has to be made by the bridegroom’'s side
through some intermediary. I the father of the girl agrees. the
girl is Dbrought out and seabted among the guests from the
bridegroom’s side and & packet of sweet-meats is given to
her.This done, they dine together and with the help of an as-
trologer a hbetrothal day is fixed. On the betrothal day, an
astrologer, the boy, his father and other relations take a
‘sadi’, a bodice pisce and swesetmeats and go +to the girl's
house. A finzl zannouncement is made in  the presence of
‘pancas’.The presentsg are given to the girl. The guests are
entertained by the girl’s father.There is no fixed interval
hetween betrothal amnd marrizge. It may be a month or years. When
in & position to meet marriazage eupenses,the boys father sends
word o thé girl’s father that he would shortly bring dowry or

‘dahej’” called ‘ghun’ in Bhili language. The dowry is settled in
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a meeting of 8ll and placed in & plate. An unmarrisd girl of the
bride’s family puts red power on it and on the brows of the
bride =and the groom. The bride is asked to sit on the boy’'s
father’'s lap and he gives the ‘ghun’ to her. After a feast. *the
avening 15 spent in dance and music. Next day, the boys father
fixes fthe marriage day in consultation with 2 family priest.
What follows is wvery much akin to what obtains among other
Hindus castes.

Bhils have so far &llowed and practiced polygamy but nowa-—
days, there are only monoganous marriages. Widow marriage is
also customarily allowed. When a man wishes Yo marry a widow, he
sends some friends to urge his suibt with the woman or her par-
ants and relatives. If the proposal 1s accepted, the suvitor
takes to the woman’'s houss a ‘sadi’ and & piece of bodice cloth,
a head necklace zand some boiled gram and sugar. The match 1s
then settled. The man takes with him 2 few friends and materials
for = f?ast angd they share the food with 2 party of the woman’'s
relations. The woman dresses herself in the clothes brought fo
her and zafbter the guests start for some distant place, before
day break and spend the whole day in the field, in some Ilonely
place where friends send them food. These m1d0§ marriages are
often preceded by an elopement which after the payment of a fee
to  the head of the community, are condoned by the parents and

relations.

0
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Divorce

A married woman can get 2 divorce and remarry the man of
her choice provided the proposed husband is ready to pay to  the
first the money which he had spent at the time of the Tirst
marriage of +the woman. This divorce system 13 called *jhagda’.

Mo particular disgrace seems to attach to the womzan who had

divorced more than one husband.

When a Bhil is about to die, his relatives distributes
money among the poor in his name. After deabth his body is laid
on 28 blanket or on 2 prece of cloth spread over a2 blanket. An
sarthen pot full of cold water 13 placed near the door of the
house and the body 1s brought out, held in 2 sitting position
outside the door and water is poured on it. 0ld clothes are
taken off and a new piece of cloth 1s tied round loins. The body
on a8 bier and covered with a new sheet of white cloth. The face
15 left bare and the head is covered with 2 turban. Gulal’ 18
sprinkled over the some bread and cooked rice are tiesd togethenr

in a piece of cloth and lzaid on the bier. The dead body 1s
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neatly tiad and taken to the burizl place over the shoulders of
four nearest relatives. Infront of them the sons of the decezsed
walk, one aof the chisf mourners carrying fire in an.earthen jar
and one of the others carrying an sarthen Jug full of water.Half
way to  the grave, the bier is lowsred and some of the cooked
food is laid near = bush. The bearers change plzaces and without
any further halt, the body is carried to the burial ground. The
bBier 13 lowered and all the mourners help in digging &8 grave
‘long enough for the body and to prevent ibs being opensd by wild
animals five or six feet deep. The body is laid in the grave,
the head to the south and the arms stretched z2long either side.
Cooked rice and bread are placed in Ethe mouth and the body 1s
sprinklied with water. The whole partvy sit around the grave so0
far off that they cannot see the body and the chief mourner
throws 28 handful of sarbth on the corpse and then 21l Joining
cover the corpse with szarth. & small trench is cut  round the
grave and water 1s poured in it. The bier is broken into piece
and burnt. The funeral party then goes to the nearest water
place, bathes and accompanies the chief mourner to his house. In
front of his house a Tire is 1it and into it some woman’'s hawr
ig burnt and each of the mourners take some neem leaves, bthrows
them on the fire and passing his open palms through the smoke
rubs them over his face. The mourners are now pure and return to
their homes.0On the third day, one of the women of the mourning

housahold rubs the right shoulders of the bier-bezarers with o1l,
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milk and cow dung and washes them with neem twigs steeped in
cow’'s urine. Then the four men bathe and are treated to a din-
ner. 0On the eleventh day the chief mourner goes to a river and
gets his beard, head and faced shaved. After taking a batn he
makes & dough cow, sprinkles red powder on it and setting it  in
a bansna leaft, bows to it and throws it into water. After one
more bath he gceslhame. Either on the twelfth or the forty-fifth
day & Humbhar(pobter) iz called and seven step hemp ladder
called ‘codhvan’ is sebt against the wall of the house, the
belief being that the soul of a dead person may climb by the
ladder to heaven. The family priest sits a3t the foot of the
ladder zand chants some verses from the ‘puranas’ and the string
by which the ladder is fastened to the ground is burnt, ths
ladder is pulled down and thrown away. The spot where the ladder
was btied is then spread over with flour and a small plate with a2
piece of bread and ceoobked rice is laid over it. In the plate
placed is a small wabter pot and by its side 23 lighted lz2mp
covered by an empty bamboo basket with 2 cloth drawn over. On
this day a hig feast is given to relatives and friends, but
before beginning it, five mouthfuls are burnt near the basket.
The burial rites for a2 woman are the same as those of a man. In
the case of a child, its father carries the body in his arms and
burries it. The seventh day is celebrated by & feast. In rare

cases PBhils are also known 5o burn their dead bodies.



Religion.

Bhils from place to place, differ in their religious be-—
liefs and practices. Some 0f the wildest tribes worship only the
tiger god or ‘Vaghdev .Most are devotess of the ‘Mata’ and
‘Mahadev’.0Others worship local deitiss like Khandoba, Fkanhobz,
Eahiroba and Sitalamata, the small-pox goddess. Almost zall
worship the spirits of their ancestors and believe in  sorcery,
wiktchocraft and omens.

1.10 LITERACY

In Indian census a literate is defined as a person who can
both read and write with understanding in any language. For, =&
person to be classified as literate, it is not necessary that he
should have received formal education in any school or institute

or should have passed some minimum educational standard.

Yet there arse 121.3 millions adult illiterates in
India,forming 3¢ percent if the world’'s adult illiterate. sixty-

two percent of these are women.

The 1981, census reveals that 37.51 percent of total popu-—
lation of West Fhandesh (Dhule District) zare literates as
sagainst of the State average literacy rate of 47.18 percent. The

district ranks 20th as compared with other districts of the
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TABIE V

PERCENTAGE OF LITERATES TO TOTAL POPULATION

Source :— Census Report 1981.

Sr No. Tehsil Percentage of literates to total population

Male Female Total
1. |DHULE 61.44 37.88 50.07
2. |SAKRI 45.48 23.28 34.53
3. |NAWAPUR 34.19 14.37 24.29
4. |NANDURBAR 51.71 28.70 40.42
5. |TALODA 41.79 19.46 30.71
6. |AKKALKUWA 23.07 8.71 15.89
7. |AKRANI 10.40 3.62 6.96
8. |SHAHADA 46.83 23.55 35.41
9. |SHIRPUR 48.08 24.43 36.45
10. |SINDKHEDA 57.63 30.74 44.40




State of Maharastra.

From TABLE V it is obssrved that through Dhule fensil’'s
literacy rate is as high as 30.07 percent but the literacy of
three sascheduled tehsils viz. Akrani, Akkalkuwa zand Navapur is
2rtremely low, being 4.69 percent 15.8B% percent and 24.29 per-
cent respectively. On an average the literacy rate of the thres

scheduled tehsils is 15,71 pesrcent.

Literacy percentage can serve as standard measuring rod o
maasure the development of education. The present statisftics of
literacy proves that the tribal areas of West Khandesh falls

short of educationzal facilities.
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1.11 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Education and Development zre the two faces of *the same
coin. Development is the resultant outcome of educational input.
Governments now realized that expenditure on education 18 not
purely expenditure in orthodox sense rather 1t is positive

investment.

Government of Mzazharastra has implemented various schemes
viz., 1. Awarding SBcholarship.
2. Opening of Bovernment Hostels.
Fe Providing Educational Materials.
4. SBupplying mid—dzy meal etc. to push up the level of

education among the bachward classes.

But Literacy TABLE A points out that tribals of West EKhan-
desh are educationally backward. The literacy amoung the tribals
is barely 11.32 percent which stands in sharp contrast to na—

tional literacy of 41.22 percent.

With the proclamstion by the World Community of a2 renewed
committment o ensure that the basic learning needs of all

children, youth and adults are met effectively in 211 countries



(World Declarabion on Educaztion for 311 (19903).

The issue of the education development of disadvantaged
population growups has come in %a sharper focus once again. It
is an in—-escapable fact that despite phenomenal expansion of
education in counbtries around the globle during the past decades
and notable efforts to universalize primary education, millions
af - children conbinue to remain deprived of the benefits of
education due to variety of causes. More tham 100 million chil-
dren, including at least 60 millions girls have no access to
primary schooling znd equal number fails to complete basic
education programmes and millions more satisfy the attendance

raguirements but do note acguire essentizl knowledge and skills.

UNESCO  report which mentioned that, "The first and ths
foremost esmphasis of Asia and Pacific Programme of Education for
all (APPEALY is the fact that basic literacy znd numeracy are
sin-gqua-non for every individuals to function as a human being®.
It further mentions, Research studies on human cognitive devel-
opments have indicated that, "literacy enhances peoples thinking
powsr and cogniftive faculties”. The list of characteristics that
accue from literazcy enhance include objectivity. capacity Tfor

Ingical analysis and content, independent abstract thinking,



holding individual opinion and 2z sense of history and universal-
ization. Literacy certainly includes reading,writing and arith-
matic skills but literacy is somthing biggesr and deeper than
mechanical skill in reading and writing. Lifteracy is &8 potent
Torm of consciousness. It makes men Better human beings. It
frees men form the confine of ignorance and prejudices and
allows our creative energies to flow unencumbered. That is why
the United Nation Charter has recognissd literacy as a3 human

right as well a2 a basic hbuman nesd (UNESCO Report, 19B7).

But inspite of various educational incentives, there is
very little progress in tribal education in West Khandesh. This
is because the planners are providing the tribals, what they
feel is approprite for them, no attempt so far is made to iden-—

tify their wants and plan according to their needs.

In the process of modernising the tribals their original
faith, -Languages, customs and cultural traits 153 getting de-
stroyed. By branding them simple folk the professionzal have
established their right to improve their standard of living, to
educate them and to bring them into the main stream. By label-
ling them "Primitive" they have taken upon themselves the task
of civilizing them by destroying their pride in their own tradi-
tion. By calling their language inadequate, undevelopesd and non

langawuzage, they have succeeded in shifting their creativity and
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lowering their self image.

It is in this perspective that the educational development
of scheduled fribes is to be seen, The educationists in Indis,
‘who are for uniformity and sitandardization of process and
praduct, the sconomist who are tutored in the western models of
capitalist industrialism or state Capitalism, both desbroyers of
individuals and group autonomy, have Jjoined with thes planners to

produce scheme which plan them out.

By encroaching in to their territories, their free sccess
to land and food has been curtailed. By establishing outsider’s
right over forest produce their autonomy in devi;ing a viable
economy has been curtailed. By enacting laws in Tavour of out-—

siders they have besn acclaimed offenders in their own land for

pursuing their age old practices.

By forcing them to join schools they have been declared
early dropouts, wasted and stulified. In short, by imposing the
outside wview of development, they have been deprived and ex-
ploited. They are to live in the housses, which are not homes.
They are asked o sabt food which either they grow for others or
which is rabioned to them. Thus making them dependant on  the

outside. They are introduced to dresses which makes them depend-
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ant on outsiders.

They a2re introduced o languszgs which disablee them from
gither being creative of acguiring knowledge. They are exposed
to zn education system which zalienates the educated from the
zociety and creates euploiters within their ranks. Having com—
pletely impoversing them, the proffessionals have moved in fo
mark  for ftheir development and bring them to the @ma3in sitream.
Instead of trying to increase the efficiency of their societies
based on the value system and accepting the nation of autonomy
underlying their socio-cultural organizztion, the planners and
professionals have forced commodity centered values on them with
the dice heavily loaded aggainst them, they stand condemned,

dammed, deprived and sxploited.

The educational plamnning meant for tribzl arez and for the
people belonging to scheduled $tribes should emerge from the
concerned area. 1t should first be discussed with the people for
it is meant. Their active participation and agreement to the
plan and programmes of Action is surely going to make it =2
sucess. Only when the tribal area are invioved in the process of
planning, they can think of it as their own plan meant for their
own  good then they will feel the responsibility to wmake it
sucessful. Before giving a8 final shaps to the’plan, it should be

discussed with their representatives and the voluntary
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praganisations working in the area 1n order to seek full co-

operation of the people.

The educational develpoment in tribzal zareas wsould not go
beyond 2 parkbicular standard if the "Inbtegrated Approch" is not
sdopted. A paralled plan for economic development can provide
support to the plan for educational development. In this study
causes that hinder the educational growth of bribal pupils are
identified and wunder remedial measures, 2conomic plans  are
suggested 2as supplementary inputs for educational development.
If implemented they will bring sbout the desired change. This
linking education with economic development will prove as effec—

tive strategy.
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