PROLOGUE

All efforts have been made to minimize errors and
repetitions in this thesis. Wherever errors and repetitions
have occurred in the text, they have been unavoidable in
order to maintain both the continuity of all the chapters in
the thesis as well as the strength of each chapter. And I Biren
P. Thakkar, the candidate for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in Zoology, 1s scﬂely responsible for any errors of
omission or commission in this thesis and I apologize to all

" who may come across such errors while reading the thesis.



"WRat is there that confers the nablest defight? What is
that which sells & mans breast with pride above that
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before. So find @ nest planet, to indent @ newt hinge, to
Jobothefirat - - thabia the idea."



