
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I express my inadequate words of gratitude to the following persons, without

whose assistance this work would never have seen the light of day -

Dr Shivaji k Panikkar, Dean, School of Culture & Creative Expression,

Amedkar University of Delhi and former HOD of Art History & Aesthetics, M S

University of Baroda, for being my Supervisor cum friend, for all the valuable advice,

suggestions and critical comments; for his immense patience when I went into a lull for

some time during the programme; for all those motivating words of encouragement, for

going that extra length to help with warmth and care. I do hope that this work measures

up to his expectations.

Dr Deepak Kannal, former Dean of Fine Arts Faculty & HOD of Art History &

Aesthetics, M S University of Baroda for his ceaseless encouragement, constant

support and all the necessary technical advice for the programme and for taking all the

extra burden throughout the project without any trace of irritation but with utter kindness.

Dr Shailendra K. Kushwaha, Dean of Fine Arts Faculty, M S University of

Baroda, for his support and all those words of encouragement and suggestions.

All the Faculty Members of the department of Art History & Aesthetics and

the officiating staff of the University for their assistance and support.

Ganesh Gohain & Santana Gohain, for all the faith and warmth of friendship,

for lending their helping hand any time I needed be it paying the tuition fee when I could

not make it to Baroda for unavoidable circumstances or offering their cosy guest room

whenever I made trip to Baroda from Guwahati during the programme.

Dr Mallika Kandali, for being such a wonderful sister, for being the motivating

force and for shaking me out of my temporary mental torpor and renew my zeal to get

into the work again.

Torulata Kandali & Monimala Kandali, for being the most caring mother and

supportive sister, for taking care of my child to allow me to work tension free in my

research work and looking after him while I was away from home during the field trips

for documentation.

Dhruvarka Deka, for being a husband with the genuine willingness to support

my decision to register for the Ph.D programme just after the childbirth, and for



accompanying me – a mom with a suckling – to Baroda with loads of diapers & toys

and tins of baby-foods in his rucksack all the way from Digboi .

Sanjib Sahoo, for being the most special friend, a god-sent one to motivate,

suggest and critically discuss my work with intellectual fervour, for taking the strenuous

burden of proofreading the entire manuscript with utmost patience and care, for walking

that extra mile to help me.

All the Artists of Assam for their kind cooperation and assistance all through

this work.


