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Note: To fulfil the UGC’s guidelines, three chapters of the thesis are published in peer reviewed
journals. These are:

e No. 8 above comprises Chapter 8 of the thesis.
e Revised version of No. 5 above forms Chapter 12 of the thesis.
e No. 4 above comprises Chapter 13 of the thesis.

The rest part of the thesis is new research and is previously unpublished.



