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Glossary1.  Elements of a Newspaper 
 

Anchor: A soft story used at the base of Page One. The headline of such a 

story is different to the headlines used for hard news stories. It will be more 

creative and eye-catching. 

Banner: Banner is a headline that runs across all eight columns on the top 

of the page. It is used for momentous events, and is set in big and bold 

letters. The banner is also called a streamer 

Box: A news report that is surrounded by a printed rule. The box is used to 

display those stories that are important or unusual. 

Byline: The name of the reporter who wrote the story. In the case of 

agencies, the name of the news agency is used as byline. 

Caption: The text used to describe a photograph. It is known as cutline in 

the US. 

Classifieds: The advertisements run in small type. These are ads placed by 

individuals or small traders, who pay according to the number of words 

used. 

Column: A weekly or fortnightly article written by a seasoned commentator, 

who is either a journalist or a specialist.There is one more definition of 

column. As you know, each newspaper page is divided into six to eight 

vertical rows. These rows, which are used to display content, are called 

columns. 

Dateline: It comprises of two elements: the name of the city from where a 

story originated and the date on which it was written. 

 Deck: Deck is the term used to describe each line in a newspaper headline. 

Editorial: Editorial is the article that represents the newspaper’s opinion. It 

is also called the Leader. 

Filler: Filler is a short item that is used to fill up space on a newspaper 

page. 
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Folio: Folio is the line of text placed on top of inside pages giving the page 

number, day and date of publication. 

Headline: Headline is the title of a news report run in display type to catch 

the attention of the readers. A headline summarises the most important point 

in a news report. 

Infographic: An infographic is an art form where words are used with 

charts, illustrations, graphs or photographs to tell a news story. 

Jump: Jump is the part of the story that is continued from the front page to 

an inside page of a newspaper. 

Jump line: The jump line is used to inform the reader of the page and 

column number where he can find the rest of the story. 

Kicker: Kicker is the headline that is written on top of the main headline. It 

is set in a point size that is less than the point size used to set the main 

headline. In several newspapers the Kicker is called Shoulder. 

Lead: Lead is the first paragraph of a news report 

Masthead: Masthead is the forehead of the newspaper where the title of the 

newspaper is published. It also gives the place of publication, publication 

date etc. 

Sidebar: Sidebar is a short story related to the main story and run adjacent 

to it. 

Strapline: Strapline is a headline written beneath the main headline. It is 

written in a point size that is smaller than the point size used to write the 

main headline, and is generally used to highlight a new point. It can also be 

used to amplify the main headline. In some newspapers, Strap-line is also 

referred to as Reverse Shoulder. 

Subhead: Subhead is one or two word headline inserted at the head of a 

paragraph to break the monotony of a solid column of type. Sub-heads are 

generally written in bold letters in the same point size as the body text. 
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Teaser: Teaser is a front-page box placed over or below the newspaper 

masthead. It lists the important stories run on inside pages. or boxes 

announcing a paper’s inside contents. 
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Glossary 2.  Art, Architectural and Vernacular Terms 

 

Ashwamedha yajna  Horse sacrifice 

Bagh    Garden 

Baoli    Step well 

Baradari   A colonnaded building usually with 12 openings 

Burj    Dome, tower, turret 

Bazaar   Market   

Charbagh   Four quartered Mughal garden 

Chhatri   Canopy 

Chajja    Eaves 

Dargah   Shrine of a Muslim saint 

Darwaja   Gate 

Dhamma   Religion 

Dhwaja   Pillar 

Gali    Narrow lane 

Ghat    Riverside, usually stepped and used for bathing,  

    Religious ceremonies and ferrying 

Gotra    Cowpen 

Gumbad   Domed building 

Gurudwara   A Sikh temple 

Hamam   Covered bath 

Hauz    Water tank 

Haveli    A vernacular residential building usually built 

around a courtyard 

Jaali    Lattice screen 

Jataka    Previous birth stories of the Buddha 

Jharokha   A projected enclosed balcony 

Kangura   Decorative motif used at the parapet level of the 
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Building 

Khanqah   Hospice, for the Sufi saints 

Kot    A small fortification 

Kotila/Kotla   A small fort 

Laat    Pillar 

Kund    Tank 

Madrasa   Hostel for students, many times attachéd to a  

    mosque 

Mahal    Palace 

Mandir   Temple where the Hindus offer prayer 

Masjid   Mosque where the Muslims offer prayer 

Mela    Fair 

Mihrab   Arched niche in the western wall of a mosque 

 signifying the direction of Mecca 

Minar    Tower 

Muazzin   Faithful in Islam 

Naqqar Khana  Drum house 

Quila    Fort 

Rahat    Persian wheel, used to bring up water from a  

    baoli or well 

Sarai    A traveler’s lodge usually located in trade  

    routes or market place 

Tirthankara   Spiritual teacher in Jainism 

 


