
 

vi 
 

Acknowledgements 

 

I wish to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all the individuals and 

organisations for their invaluable contribution and support that was 

instrumental in giving shape to this thesis. 

 

First and foremost, I wish to extend my deepest sense of gratitude and 

special regards to my Ph.D. Guide, Dr Sunjay Jain, Ex. Dean, Faculty of 

Fine Arts; Professor and Head, Department of Museology, for his incessant 

guidance, patience, support, and motivation that gave me enormous 

strength for pursuing the research. It has been a privilege to work under his 

valuable guidance and supervision. I shall always remain indebted to him 

for his constructive comments, careful evaluation, moral encouragement 

and all the academic support that has led to fruition of the study.    

 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Maharaja Sayajirao University 

of Baroda for giving the opportunity to pursue my research work in the 

University. I also wish to thank the University for granting me the 

University Research Scholarship (URS) at the initial stage of my research 

till I received the University Grants Commission’s (UGC) JRF/SRF. I also 

extend my acknowledgments for the financial assistance from the UGC, 

New Delhi, in the form of Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) and Senior 

Research Fellowship (SRF), which supported the study.   

 

I also wish to thank The Nehru Trust at The Victoria and Albert Museum 

(NTICVAM), London, for awarding the UK Visiting Fellowship Award 

2016–17 in collaboration with the Charles Wallace Trust, India. I am also 



 

vii 
 

grateful to the Derby Museums that hosted the two months research project 

(August–October 2016) which was purely related to my thesis.  

 

I gratefully acknowledge the help and support extended to me by the other 

teachers of the Department of Museology: Dr R. V. Ramana, Assistant 

Professor, and Dr Ambika Patel, Associate Professor, for their help and 

encouragement during the tenure of my study. I also wish to extend thanks 

to Prof N. R. Shah, retired faculty of the Department for his encouragement 

and kind support. I owe a sincere thanks to Mr Kirit Rahevar, Curator, 

‘Museum’, Department of Museology, who has been very cooperative in 

sharing information, providing references from time to time and facilitating 

work in the ‘Museum’ of the Department of Museology related to 

designing of educational activities. The in-depth knowledge and valuable 

suggestions from all the teachers from time to time have been of great value 

to me.  

 

I also wish to remember and record my thanks to the technical and non-

teaching staff members of the Department: Mr Manu Bhai Rathwa, 

Technical Assistant, and Mr Chandrasekhar, Modeller, for assisting in the 

technical and administrative work. Mr Harshad Rohit, Photographer, 

Department of Museology, deserves a special mention for editing the 

visuals. I also wish to gratefully acknowledge Mr Santosh M. Kalekar and 

Mr Raisingh G. Rathwa (peons of the Department) for keeping the 

Department open during extended hours in the evening for work, and for 

helping me in petty but important jobs. 

 

It is a pleasure to express my gratitude to other Ph.D. fellows in the 

Department of Museology and the post graduate students from various 



 

viii 
 

batches who remained a great source of motivation all through the research 

tenure. I gratefully acknowledge the assistance from: Ms Megha Ladhe 

(M.A. Part II student) for editing the tables and Ms Sonia Lisa Pereira, 

(M.A. Part I student) for preparing the charts and diagrams.  

 

My heartfelt gratitude to other members of the Faculty of Fine Arts, 

members of the office staff of the Faculty Office, and the University Office 

for their valuable support and help throughout the tenure of my doctoral 

programme. Also special mention about the library facilities and staff of 

Shri Hansa Mehta Library and Faculty of Fine Arts which were extensively 

utilised during the project.  

 

I owe my deep sense of gratitude to the curators and education staff of the 

fifteen museums in India for their generous help and needed assistance 

during the collection of data. I also wish to extend my sincere gratitude to 

the Learning Departments at: The Victoria and Albert Museum, V&A 

Museum of Childhood, and Horniman Museum, London; all the three sites 

of the Derby Museums, UK. My sincere thanks to the staff of all the 

museums, in India and UK, who despite their hectic work schedules, 

managed out time for interactions, filled the questionnaires, shared their 

resources and granted permission to attend and study the learning 

programmes.  

  

I especially wish to thank Prof Deborah Swallow, Director, Courtauld 

Institute, London, and Executive Trustee, NTICVAM; Mr Richard Alford, 

Secretary, The Charles Wallace Trust, India; Ms Hannah Fox, Director 

Derby Museums; Ms Divia Patel, Curator, Asian Department, V&A; Mr 

Zahir and Ms Ruchita Sheikh, Artcore, Derby, for all the help that was 



 

ix 
 

extended during my stay in Derbyshire, UK. Mr Zahir and Ms Ruchita 

often invited me over for delicious treats and during festivals which always 

made me feel at home in UK. Sincere thanks are also due to my cousins in 

London and Scotland who hosted a part of my stay and facilitated other 

arrangements in Britain.    

 

I wholeheartedly extend my deepest gratitude and respect to my parents, 

Mr Ravindra Krishan Bhardwaj and Mrs Deepak Bhardwaj, and aunt, Ms 

Charulata, for their unconditional love and encouragement in all these 

years of my life. Their sacrifices, struggles and moral support have been a 

great source of motivation and morale-booster through thick and thin. I 

specially wish to acknowledge my mother and my aunt for their presence 

in my life. My mother’s strength, determination, and strong will power has 

always been a source of inspiration. The very fact that they all have always 

been there, at times just to listen to me, has helped me wade through a lot 

of difficulties. My brother, Captain Shubhangu Bhardwaj, also needs a 

special mention here who keeps reminding me to persevere and work 

diligently despite all hardships. I fall short of words to extend my love and 

gratitude to my mother-in-law, Mrs Monorama Mondal, without whose 

support the thesis would not have been completed.  

     

I am particularly elated to thank my spouse, Uday Mondal, for being my 

pillar of strength all through these years. I deeply acknowledge his 

invaluable care, consistent support, patience, cooperation, encouragement 

and understanding that helped me tide over frequent bouts of depression. I 

am grateful to him for all his sacrifices and adjustments that helped me 

pursue my study. I especially wish to thank him for charging me up with 



 

x 
 

positivity and courage even during the darkest of moments and for being 

beside me at every step.  

 

I feel very ecstatic and overjoyed to extend my deepest love and gratitude 

to my little angel, my nine year old daughter Mahi, who through her sweet 

and adorable gestures encouraged me to pursue my study and bring it to 

completion. I deeply appreciate her for being extremely patient and co-

operative as a small kid, all through the span of my research. Her sacrifices 

and tiny but precious contributions have been my biggest strengths. I 

dedicate all my pursuits to her.  

 

Above all, I owe it all to the Almighty God, to each and every person I met 

and the all the experiences I have had that help me evolve as a person and 

give me the wisdom and determination to overcome obstacles, work 

persistently and continue learning in this unending journey of life.   

 

Kanika Mondal   

 


