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Banana fibre fabric may
usher new fashion trend

Aparna.lyer@timesgroup.com

Vadodara: A fabric made
out from banana fibre could
well be the next green appa-
rel of the future. Research-
ers at MS University’s de-
partment of clothing and
textile have designed woven

and non-woven fabrics of

the fibre obtained from
pseudo stem of the banana
plant. The fabric, say re-
searchers, can be cheaper
than cotton and linen if pro-
duced on amassscale.
“Wehave been successful
in making woven and non-
woven fabrics from the ba-
nana fibre. We treated the
long length banana fibres

with chemicals and oils to

softenittomakeitmoreflex-
ible. After the treatment, the
fibres were cut into staple
length and twisted with
semi-synthetic or regener-
ated fibres to develop ' a
range of fabric,” said Amri-
ta Doshi, who conducted the
study under the guidance of
professor Anjali Karolia.
“The strong and durable
banana fibres are creamy
white to brown in colour.
Fabrics made out of the
fibre possess good Iluster,
light weight and have faster
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A serving tray made from banana fibre

moisture absorption. This
woven fabric looks similar
tolinen,” Doshitold TOL.

The biodegradable fab-
ric will be substantially
cheaper than cotton and lin-
en if produced atmassscale.
It can also be blended with
cotton and dyed into beauti-
ful shades with natural and
synthetic dyes to make it a
fashionable apparel, she
added.

“We are presently work-
ing on softening the banana
fibres by treating them with

enzymesand chemicals. The

softened banana yarn canbe
prepared on charkha and it

will cater to the niche mar-
kettillmass production hap-
pens,” said Ankita Shroff,
who was also a part of the
study:

Paper, handicrafts, mats
and home décor products
have also been prepared
from the banana fibre. A
blended fabric can also be
woven from variety of yarns
that include viscose, modal
and excel.

“We have collaborated
with Textile Research Appli-
cation Development Center
of Aditya Birla Group to de-
velop and promote the fab-
ric,” said Karolia.
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THE PATENTS ACT, 1970
(39 OF 1970)
&
The Patent Rules, 2003
DECLARATION AS TO INVENTORSHIP
[See section 10(6) and rule 13(6)]

1. NAME OF APPLICANT(S) (i) AMRITA DOSHI

hereby declare that the true and first inventors of the invention disclosed in the complete specification
filed in pursuance of our application numbered 17158 dt. 5/11/2015 are

2. INVENTORC(S)
(a) NAME : (i) MS. AMRITA DOSHI &
(ii) PROF. ANJALI KAROLIA

(b) NATIONALITY Both Indian
(c) ADDRESS (i) 14, Shreeji Shraddha Society
Water Tank Road

Karelibaug, Vadodara —390 006

(ii) Dept. of Clothing & Textiles
Faculty of Family and Community Sciences
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda
Opp. Sayaji Garden, Vadodara —390 002

Signature: -
Name of the signatory: - Amrita Doshi

Dated this 3" day of November 2016

3. 1, Prof. Anjali karolia assent to the invention referred to in the above declaration, being included
in the complete specification filed in pursuance of the stated application,

Dated this 3" day of November 2016

Signature of the additional inventor: - V‘

Name of the signatory: - Prof. Anjali Karolia through her
POA Mr. Anshul Shah
(original POA is attached h/w)

To, The Controller of Patent
The Patent Office at Mumbai
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