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REVIEW OQF LITERATURE

International Women's Year and the declaration of the
years 1975-~85 as Decade of Women have made the issu 'Women
and Development! an important concern all over the world.
Many people are attracted to think and study about women .
This interest 1s reflected iIn the form of research, studies,
seminar, etc. on the subject in which women have become the

focus of many topics.

'Towards Equality' 1 a Report of the Committee on the
status of women in India, 1974, was the first attempt to make
a detalled investigation on the demographic, social, economic,
cultural and political aspects of women's situation. The
investigation identified an interrelationship between the
trends revealed by the declining sex ratio, low life expectancy,
higher mortality., declining work pafticipation rate and
increasing migration of women and concluded that these demo-
graphic trends represented the process of devaluation of women.
Taking Into account the existing diversities and inequalities
prevailing in India, the éommitteeléonsidered changes in the
status of wom;n as a long term aspect of social process which
requires special and continuocus examination and assessment by

persons interested in social change.



*The World Plan of Action' adopted by the UN (1975)
suggested high priority tO*data.Ba%e on women and research
on sociomeconomic indicators to me%sure changes in the
women's status and involvement in éevelopment. It also
pointed out that *inadegmacies and émbiguities are caused
by bias in the collection of national statistics which tend
to sutomatically exclude many womeﬁ from economically active

populationes.. and their status is,|therefore, not carefully
investigated " (ICSSR, 1975, p.3).

|
A seminar on the "Role of Rural Women in Development"®
was organized by the Institute of Development~Studies,
University of Sussex, U.K., during January-February, 1977

The seminar has cited that the benefits of rural development

programme are not evenly distribut%d~“because of the failure
on the part of development planneré and administrators to
recognlze the diversity of econcmi% and other roles played by
rural women® (ICSSR 1977, p.13). %

A two-day seminar on the "Role of Women in the Socio-
economic¢ Development in‘Bangladaéh? was organized by the
Bangladesh Economic Associlation, D%aka in March, 1977. Thé
dominant theme‘underlfing the disc&ssions was related to the
wide disparity between men and womén in all levels of Bangladesh
society. Discussions occasioned b§ the seminar had also been
foaugsed on historical, religious %nd economlc factofs

b
regponsible for this discr;minatiap.
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Mazumdar Vina (1978) in a report on the "Role of Rural
Women in Development® suggested that the quick action=-
oriented socio-economic surveys of actual and potential skills
Oof the rural women should be conducted by local social workers.
She also gave priority to micro-level studiés at villsge level
"including studies of time-allocation, nutrition, division of
labour within the household, women's participation in social
and political life outside the home, women's role in decision
making within both the home and the community, attitudes to

different types of work® (Mazumdar, V., 1978, p.85).

However, in view of the lack of proper understanding of
women's lives and roles, many péople have become induced to
undertake the investigations on the subject and thus several
studies are beginning to appear in India, Bangladesh and other

Third World Countries.

Studies Done Abroad @

Ho, Teresa Tayme (1980) studied the labour force
behaviour of women in rural Philippines. Its specific
objectives were, (1) to document the extent and nature of
women's participation, (2) to pinpoint the determinants of
married women's labour market participation, and (3) to test
the applicabiiity of standard economic models of female labour

supply to an agrarian market such as that in rural Philippines.
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Two major hypotheses were put forward for testing. The
first was that different factors of supply and demand
necessitate the analysis of a female labour market distinct
from that for males. The second hypothesis was that standard
models of female labour supply behaviour are inapplicable
because of institutional factors peculiar to the agrarian
setting. These factors are the comﬁatibility of child care
activities with the informal market structure, the easy
availability of substitutes for mother's child care time and
the lack of employment opportunitiegs in the markets A model
of female labour supply that has been applied smccessfully to
developed countries is modifled to include factors relevant
0 an agrarian gpetting suchgas the‘mwnership ¢of land, the
presence of adult,relativesxin the home and demand and supply

conditions in the local labour market.

The findings of the study revealed that women in. the
_brovince of Laguna played a highly wvigible role in the market
econony . with their market activities going far beyond the
confines of the family farme. Women in the sample were particuf
larly active in hired farm labour, small scale poultry and
livestock raising, petty trade and home industry. Sharp
occupational segregation between the sexes. supported the

hypothesis of a distinct market for female labour.
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Delancy, Virginia Helen (1980) attempted to study the
relationship between female wage employment and fertility in
Africa. Cross tabular analysis was used to examine the simple
relationship betweeg female wage employment and fertility and

to test the following two hypothesess

(1) There is significant, negative relationship between
female wage employment and fertility:

2) Children discourage wage employment if work is
incompatible in terms of job characterstics and if

the cost of child care is high.

The cross tabular analysis was followed by maltiple
regression analysis Of the determinants of both current wage
employment status as well as llifetime wage employment experience
using culturally relevant variables, inciuding controls for
role compatibility in terms of the agé of the younges£ child
living at home and also in terms of the use or potentlal use

of substitute child care altermativess

¥

The analysis found no significant relationship between
fertility and current wage employment, but 1t found a signi-
ficant positive relationship betwéen fertility and lifetime
wage employment experience. In this study., becauise of the
social structure and avallability of substlitute child care
alternatives, it was faund that the roles of wage earner and
mother were relatively compatible. However, for women with

young children, there was a signlficant positive relationship
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between wage employment and the use or potential use of
unpald, substitute child care. Thus, the availlability of

such child care alternatives reduced the cost of children in
terms of the value Of the mother's time at home and eliminated
the tendency for children to discourage the wage employment

of mothergs. The women were able to be both wage earners as

well as mothers.

The stué§ by Moustafa (1980) was concerned with
examination of the social and psychological factors affecting
fertility decision meking in Kuwait. Fertility factors were
concemed with the number of children alive, the desire for
additional children and the number of children considered ideal
by husband and wife. Data were collected through personal
interviewes The husbandsand wives were interviewed separately:
The data were analyzed through application of the Pearson
correlation co=efficient and percentage distributiona Findings

were as followss

(1) The level of religious orientation at home was
positively assoclated with the number of childrene.

(2) The assocliation between economic varisbles and number
of children was positive for the husbands and partly
negative for the wives. ‘

(3) Education was negatively associated for both wives and

husbands with fertility factorse



(4 Higher aspiration for social mobility was found to be
assoclated negatively with fertility.

{(5)  The rigidity of famlly roles was assocliated positively
with fertility factors. Employed wives tended to give
more attention to the spacing of children to pursue

their dual roles of mother and career womane

However, the research indicated that variables other
than economic ones affected decision meking with regard to

fertility such as college education, social status, mobilitye.

Nur Osman's (1980) study was concerned with the
analysis of fertility levels, trends, and differentials in
Jordan's 1976 Fertility Survey. In. addition, her study
examined the association between infant mortality and fertility
behaviocur. Multiple Classification Analysis (MCA) revealed
significant fertility differential by age at marriage.
educational level, place of residence, and contraceptive use;
at longer duration of marriage the rate were lower for women
marrying late, women not using contraception, women with more
education, and with urban residences The study also found a
strong positive association between infant mortality and
fertility behaviour; women with experience of infant deaths

tended to make up for the loss of children.

The main purpose 0f the study oOf Heltsley M.E. et al
(1981) was to examine the determinants of famlly size in a

sample of low income married couples in United Statese. The



and family size as a developmental

study. were gathered by intefviewing

1

sequence. The data for the

120 Midwestern low income

married coupless Path regression analysis was used to test

the model for husbands and wives sel

¢

Darately .«

Findings of the study revealed that in the model for

both husbands and wives., the years !

that the cocuple had been

married and their agé at marriage significantly affected their

family size in pogitive directione.

Both variables had about

the same explaining power for husbandsand wives in explaining

famlly size. When variocus combinations of the non-significant

variables (education, sex role orientation and value of

children) were used to determine if

gqpation; none emerged as significant.

they would enter the

"In the stuéy..education dia ?o% show any significant

effect on either the husbands® or ﬁivas' sex role orientation

while it had a significant negative

childrens There was some influence

effect on their value of

OF e@ucatian on family size.

-The wives wiph most traditional sex role orientaticﬁ

tended to have a large nunber of c:hI

1dren.

Kanther (1982) investigated Lhe role of socio=economic

si:mcture on fertiliéy and use of céntracept‘ives use in rural

areas of Indonesia. Data utilized were taken £rom the 1971

|
|
.
|

-~



population Census, the 1973 Agriculture Census and Service
Statistics from Indcnesia'sg family planning programmes.
Analysis of child=women ratio in all reglong of Indonesia
suggested that fertility was higher in rural areas with
greater literacy and that agrarian communities employing
greater mechanization were more likely to0 have lower fertility.
The findings indicated that fertility might be lower in rural
areas with diminished land availability. Higher use of
irrigation and lower utilization of powe; driven machinery
were also related to greater contraceptive use in 1978 The
findings have encouraged Fhe view that socio=cultural factors
specific to region and differential familly planning programme
effort according to province may be cruclal in expiaining

reproductive behaviour in Indonesias

A study undertaken by Acasie, Inz-C, in Philippines
(1982) investigated the factors related to rural women's
participation in development programmes. The questions that
guided the study were 3 (1) Are the formal education of rural
women, the exposure of rural women to mass media, the rural
women' s perceptions of the benefit of a development programme
related to their participation in it? (2) what incentives
are most likely to promote participation of rural women?
(3) what factors, as percelved by rural women inhibit or
prévent participation? (4) Are certain personal and house-
hold characteristics such és age of women, age of children,

number of years of married life, household size, women's
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pgsiticn in the family related tofpafticipation of rural
women? By using an open-ended interview schedule, 90
rural women who were randomly seléctéd. were personally
interviewed. " ; .

Statistical procedures usadgta analyze the data ares:
(1) PFrequency counts with percaﬁtage distribution and

(2) Stepwise miltiple regression.

Excepting the factors, the ?ge of respondents and
number of dependent children, allfthe factors wersa found to
be consistently and significantlf'related to rural women's
participation in a development pr@gramme.

A study on the influence of?the world economiq system
on the status of women and their %ertility behaviour was
conducted by Ward K.B., in 1982, %t the University of Iowa.
The stu&y’Proposed that the decliﬁ;ng statue of women during
economic development and the faiﬁure of fertility to decline
in developing countries are most§apprqpriately'underetoo&
within the context of the world %conomic systeme. First, the
intrugion of the world=-system thﬁough foreign investment and
trade dependency is prediated,taélowe;‘the proportion of
women in educational institutian%. the labour: force, ~and
economic sectors. Second, womenfs lower status has impeded

the decline of fertility. Underfthe‘conditions of investment

anid dependency, the value of children remains high.

!



These hypothggas were tested uging a cross-national
gample of 105 nations and data gathered from a nunber of
statistical year books. The f£indings from multiple
regression analyses indicated that investment and dependency
had direct negative effect on women's share of labour force
participation in 1975.

The status of women and economic development had
negative e;fect on fertility: however, the association
between women's education, employment and fertiiity ware
lowered or become non-significant. Hence, development,
family plaming and infant mortality constituted the stroigest
determinants of fertilityr the effect was less in the case
of income inecuality, the status of women, investment and

dependencys

| Bunt, Sally North (1982) studied women's labour
force participation and family financial resources. The
;tudy wés designed to invagtigate‘the relationship betwa;n
selected socio-economic characteristics, labour’ force and

family's financial resourcess

-

Data for thils investigation were derived from the
natianal longitudinal surveys administered by the Centre
for Human Resourxce Research at Ohio State University.
Responses from 3942 mature women (age 30-44) £rom 1967=-1977

were usged.
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Chi-square analysis was used to determine the
relationships betweaen the family's financia)l rescurces
and labour force, racs, famlly income, respondents’ income,
health, age, number of dependents, marital status and
rogidence. At the «05 level of significance, female
labour foree did not have any significant relationship with
family'e financial resourceas.

Maltiple regression procedures revealed that race,
total family income, age. nunber of dependents, residence
of respondents were gignificant pradictor variables for
net worth at Q.05 level of significance. Lgbour forge
participation was not found to contriute gignificankly to
the explanation of variance in the famlly f£inancial resource
variables.

Several studies have been done on the basis of

gecondary datas A faw 0f these arée cited below.

" An empirical study based on V.N. Statistics by Youssef
Nadia (1974) showed that in Maglim Qountries the famale
lagbour force im the agricultural sector was very low, presumably
because strict seclusion prevented women from engaging in
such activitys: There was evidence, however, that the girls
did farm work, although they were not paid for it The
Investigator argued that the reasoi £or this might be that

men were reluctant €0 report that women in their familles
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were working, begange to a ee;tain extent status is bagsed on
keeping women in seclusion. Palkidstan had a higher incidence
of female agricultural workers than other Masglim countries.

The author recommended that;specially female rural
inaustriés be daveloped to absork the women for work as well
as to improve women's status and sense of self and to further

their independence.

Shah end Shah (1980} carried out an investigation on
the trends and structure Qf female labour force participation
in Pskistan. The objectives weres (1) to examine the trends
in female labour force participation rates £rom 1951 to the
latest available survey in 19757 (1i) to analyze the trends
in the occupational structure and} (i;i) to examine the
corralates of female work participaticn in raral and urban
Pskistan. Several sources of labour force data, including

Censuses and Sample Surveys, were used £or the analysise.

The participation rates both in urban and rural srcas
increased over the years significantly. There was a demand
for jobs related to the cottage industrxy In both rural aad
urban areas. One other area in which it was possible to
expand job opportunities for women was that of primary school
teachers. Analysis of the 1975 Pakistan Fertility Survey
{(FFS)" showed that the single factor which exerted a strong
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negative influenceé on work participation of urban women was
the family's soclowsconomic level, as measured by husband's
educakion. Observance of purdah, which was positively

asscciated' with socio~economle status, was found to have a

strong negative effect on work participations

Joan Abbott (1974) reviewed numerous studies and
concluded that ﬁhe@‘:‘key to the fertility/employment dynamic
ls the degree to which the separation of work and home is
made worthwhile by real economic gainy l.es, that a clear
negative relatiopship existed betwsen fertility and welle
paid work cutside traditional family roles.

Case studies by Germain and Smock (1974) of the roles,
gtatus and fertllity levels of Ghananian (@8mock) and Kenyan
(Germain) women were coaducted in order to test the theory
that ®as long as women are defined primarily as wives and
mothers, they have good reason to continmue having children®,
However, it was hypothesized that both education and employ-
ment for women would correlate with fertility rates and that
increasing the productivity of women's lasbour and increasing
their education might be critical first steps towards
lowaerling fertility.

Indlian Studles §

Since historically Bangladesh has been part of the
Indian continent and conditions of life are similar, Indien

studies are of great relevance for Bangladesh.



At the request of the Committee on the Status of
Women, the ICSSR (Indian Council of Social Scuilence Research)
comnissioned a large number of studies on various aspects of

women's statuse

Two such gtudies were sponsored by ICSSR on specific
identifisble groups of women workers, particularlﬁ in the
unorganiged sector. One was conducted by ﬁanade; S.N.. (1975)
on 150 women construction workers, selected £rom nine majoxr
construction sites in various parts of Deibi. Only those
responderits who were married and were 20 years or above in
age were selected. Another was done by Sinha, G.P., (1974)
through a survey of women workers employed by two major
construction projects in and around Patnags 150 women workers
covering roughly 29 per cent workers from each sltes were
selected randemly. Information schedule was used ©o interview

the respondents.

~

The purpose was to ascertaln the demographic character—
stics of women in this industry, the systems of recruitment,
general sexvice conditions, type of work and wage structure,
health, living and welfare facilities and other economic
conditiong in order to identify and assess the specific nature
of theilr problems. The survey alse sought to cbtain the
women's opinions on marriage, divorce, dowry. sex preferences
in regard to children, number of children considered desirable,
family planning, and the relative status of hugband and wife.

1]
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The findings indicated a hlgh degree of indebtedness
and insecurity among these women, coupled with extremely
arducus and unremitting labour which resulted. in a higher
rate of infant mortality. The study also pointed ocut that
although almost all workers were covered by protective
labour laws, the Government made no attempt to enforce
these laws and non~implementation was common. On the other
hand both the studies indicated that attempts to protect
these workers =~ whether by law or by official regulation =
generally ended in futility because of the unorganised
nature of this labour, their helpless dependence on
unscrupulous intermediaries and the unskilled nature of

{ \
thelr work which made them 'easily dispensable.

Jain, Devaki (1975) made a survey on an experiment to
promote sgelf-employment In an urban Area.: This is a survey
of the Self Employed Women's Assoclation (SEwA), Ahmedabad
o highlight the condition of women in the unorganized
sector, and how the process of organization through their
agsoclation has helped varlous groups of illiterate, extremely
poor, self-cmployed women congisting of vegetable vendors,
cart pullers, junksmiths, used and readymade garment sellers

etce to adjust to the process of development and modernization.

The income groups that have become members of SEWA
earned between Rs«150 per month to more than Rs.750 per month,

and Rs«3 to Rs+15 a daye About 97 per cent of the women were



Lo B0

slum dwellers and 93 per cent illiterate. The average nunber
of children was four. The surxvey indicated that the women
have gained financial strength, a better position in the
family, and confidence.

Bhatt Ela (1975) examined the ec0nomic status of self=-
employed women in Ahmedabads She found éhat between 18 and
23 per cent of the self-employed women in the sample were
gole supporters of their famllies, an estimate that not only
included widows, but also women with unemployed, chronically
111, handicapped, or irresponsible husbands. Her profiles
of gelf=employed women also clearly showed that a large
proportion of them made a much larger contribution to housew
hold income than other earning memﬁers: women vegetable
vendors were responsible on the average for 74 per cent of

total household income.

\

A case study of Jhok Sayal, a predominantly Maslim
%illage in the Punjszb conducted by Khan, Seemin Anwar in
1976. It described the environment, and living conditions
of women in this rural village, attitudes of the women
towards education, marcrlage, famlly planning. Sixty three
married women from 63 seperate households were interviewed,
none was a household head. The findings showed that 87 per

cent lived in Katcha* houses while Pucca* houses belonged to

- -~

*Katcha = Katcha house is made of mud, wood.
*Pacca = Pacca house lsg made of bricks, cement.



tenants; most lived In close proximity to llvestock and
without separate latrine and ¢ooking facilities; the women's
days were spent in hard, physical labour, interspersed with
chilldcare, housework: physical chores become even more
burdengome during planting, harvesting and pirocessingy
greater importance was attached to the education of males
then of females; 62 per cent wished their daughters to be
married between the ages ¢of 12 and 17f reasons given for
nonacceptance of famlly planning idncluded: preference for
gong, economic security in old age. Most women disapproved
of selling thelir sgkills foxr cashe

An exploratory study of the relatim‘abip between
education and variations In the cbservance of the purdah
among middle c¢lass married Muslim women in Aligarh City was
conducted by ahmed Shadbano in 1977, The criteria used to
measare the nuances in the practice of purdsh were ‘serict',
‘partial?!, 'intermittent' and ‘absent’s A random sample was
drawn from 11 mohallas which had a predominatly (90%) Muslim
poplation. " The voting lists for 1971 were used. The
interviews indicated that there was a linear relationsghip
between education and the degree Of observance of purdah which
was statistically significant in negative direction. There
was a difference in the practice of purdah by illiterate women
and those who had at least a secondary school education which
tended to bring sbout certain change in personaq. orientationse.



There was no significant difference in the observance of
purdah among illiterate women and those who received only

religlious educatione.

Singh, A.M.*s (1977) study was done on women in four
unauthorised squatter settlement (bastis) in New Delhi.
The basgtils of Pallanpur, Devendrapur, Kaharpur and Hassanpur

were selected for the Investigation.

Interviews with 161 adult women indicated certain
dimensions of family life. Adverse agricultural conditions
in the villages influenced their declsion to migrate, but
ties of kinship, custom, spatial and economic factors
determined the familly structure. 'About 90 per cent of the
families were muclear in structures There was a considerable
sharing between husband and wife in decision making with
husbands having a dominant say in financial matterse. Economic
necessity had forced:basti women to work but they earned half
as mach as men per unit of time worked. Yet they made an

important contribution to family income.

* The author concluded by stating that the basic needs
of women in basties = in the areag of education, employment,
health, public facilities and services should be taken into
consideration by policy makers in order to achieve the full

potential for human growth and development in the ciltiese.
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Jhabvala Rehman (1979) too made a survey on Miusglim
Women £rom Darlapur, a predominantly Mislim area, in
Ahmedabad where the men worked in textile mills, as auto
rickshaw drivers or petty traderse. This class of Muslim
women in Ahmedabad was involved in making garments, cuilts,
pillow covers, toys. kites, bangles, sweets, bidi aﬁd
buttons. Some were also involved in dyeing and block
printing works, construction work and petty  -tradinge.

These jobs were physically hard and took a lot of
time, approximately 10«12 hours a day, often hazardous to
the health. Women were £rustrated with their work and
under such emotional and physical strain of work and home
respongibility they did not get support from any ones
Oftén this tension broke into violence expréssed as self-

abuses

With the major objective of ldentifying the employment
characteristics of the women and determinants of their
participation in labour marxket, Hirway Indira conducted an
investigation in 1978 in Gujarate. The area of the study
was Jambusar taluka of Gujarats The data were collected
through stratified random sampling for studying the employment
characteristics of the population. In all 304 families were
selectede The methodology used was a combination of the
questionnaire=-interview and particlpation=ocbservation

approachese.
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The study showed that women were working mainly in
unskilled activities while semiskilled and skilled jcbs
were dominated by men. It also showed that farmers. were
not willing to employ women for operating Insecticide
sprayers or for agpplication of fertilizers{ but they were
preferred for low pald operationg like weeding, cotton

picking, etc. (Daily wages were Rs+2+00 toO Rs+4.00).

Mnalysis of several factors such as family size,
number of young children, sex ratio, age of women,
literacy:, caste and household percepita income showed that
per capita income of the famlly was the single most
important factor influencing the occupation-wise variation
in the female participation rates. There was a negative
and significant relationship between the female participa=-
tion and the per capilta income of the household. The
analysis showed that even before they reached the poverty
line income level, women withdrew from the labour market

when thelr income Increased.

The same investigator (1979), using the 1971 census
data for the purpose, had also undertaken an investigation
to examine the characteristics of rural women's economic
participation in different districts of Gujarat and
explained the inter;district variations in terms of economic
and non=aconomic factors. The analysis of the data showed

that except for the sex ratio, the non-economic factors



such as number of chilldren below 14, percentage of women
between ages 15«59 years and average family size and
literary level did not have significant role in explaining
the district=wigse variations in the female participation
rates. Caste and percentage of irrigated area were found
to be an important factor influencing the female participa-

tione.

Maltiple regresgsion analysis using four important
factors namely., scheduled caste/tribes, population,
percentage of lrrigated area, per capita income and the
extent of non-agricultural employment in the district as
independent factors revealed that these factors together
explained 72 per cent of the districtwlse variation. OFf the
four factors, percentage of scheduled caste/tribe population
and percentage Of irrigated area were significant at 5 per

cent and 10 per cent levels regpectivelye.

Patel B.B. (1979) carried out an investigation to
examine the trend and variation in the female labour force
participation in urban areas in Gujarat in general and in
Ahmedabad city in particular and factors influencing the
extent of particlpation and variations in lebour. force.
Demographilc, socioc=cultural and economic characteristics of
these women were also examined to understand the poverty
problem which would help to suggest certain policy direction.

The subjects of the study were urban blue-collar working
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women engaged in various non~ag;i¢uitural‘activities in
2hmedabad city. The study coverec%l 615 blue=collar working
women. Census data were used as %ampling frame to determine
the proportions of workerse Sampie\selection was done
raﬁdomly. Within each activity tée procedure to select
sample depended upon the availabi%ity of datae. The
detalled’ interviews were hbwever.%éonductedﬁat their
residence in most cases. Analysi% based on household data
was done to~throﬁ light on househ%ld unemployment and
poverty. The usual model of womeé*s participation 4in
economic activitles, that is, an %ﬁcrease in family income
with unchanged wage rate for ?ome% is likely to result
elither in reduction in work at hO?? or withdrawal from
market work was adopted in th%s sﬁudy. The relative strength
of each of these effect would dei%rmine whether net effect
would lead to increase or decreasé in labour force partici-

pation by womens

However, the present study %hcwed that despite low
earnings almost all of them repliéd 'NO' to the suggestion
as to whether they would like to witﬁdréw from work at some

i N
stage of family income. The .per:capita household income for

majority of these working women revealed that they lived on
the margin of poverty. Had these%womsn been out of the

: \
lsbourforce, the poverty would have been move pervasive and

H

severe in these householdss. Hencé@ work alone did not ensure
|

|
I
i



-

eradication of one's poverty. In|this context, the author

has argued that the phenomenon pf;empiqyment. and .income

and poverty must not be looked atgin aggregative Keynesian
i

terms of simply providing more jdés. Providing appropriate

jobs at reasonable wagé rates is %n equally pertinent issue.

B;ahmeé Sulabha (1279) carr%ed out a study of
unorganized women workers in an u%ban area *~ the Hamal women
in Pune (Maharashtra) who were en%aged in the manual work.
For thié. 75 Hamal women were intéxviewed, the contacts
being mécia through their union, the Hamal Panchayat: Five
areas of Pune city were seleqted %Qr Fhe surveys These
included the wholesale market in fdodgrains, the central
vegetable gnd fruit market; a timber market, a goods yard at
the railway station and s que:nm?nt grain godown. The
demographic characteristics of th\ 75 women and the famllies
indicated high incidence of widowiood, early marriage, high
death rate amwng children, lack o education = all of which
- reflécted the low level of livingiconditions of Hamal women.
Their. earnings waée inadequate tolﬁeet the basic min dmam
needss In 50 per cent of the famllies covered. women were

| .
_ principal earners, in 33 per cent they were sole earners.

in the study on " Labour Sﬁpély and Wage aetermination
in rural Uttar Pradesh" Papola, T§S.~ and Misra, VeN.,{1979)
haVe attempted to find out the rural market situstion in
Uttar Pradesh on a cross section,iinter~district basis using

l

|
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cengus data for 1571. The data were collected on a time
series basise. The investigation attempted to identify
determinants of labour supply and wage rates. The finding
showed a significant negative relatilonship between income
levels and female participation rate. At lower levels of
income, participation rate\among female workers was high,

while it declined with the increase in income levelse.

Bardhana's study (1979) has dealt with the analysis \///
of various kinds of work participation and occupational
differentiation of rural women in West Bengal and the
labour market conditions of the single largest group of
working women = the cesual agricultural labourers. Work
participation, withdrawal, and division of lsbour were seen
with regard to caste, income landholding structures and
production environmente. This was done on the basis of an
analysis of microdata from the 27th Round of NSSe. The
findings indicated that there was higher participation and
concentration in farm work for lowest caste women, and
concentration in nonfarm work for the upper ones indicating
a differentiation within the rural labour market according
t0 the social hilerarchy or by associated skill differencess
The female share of farm employment and relative wage were
found to rise more in agriéulturally developed areas and
during busy seasonse. In areas with little agricultural

growth and spare cropping patterns, the female unemployment
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was likely to be severe and female wage rate relatively

depressed.

Jetley Surinder (1979) conducted a study t6 analyze
the impact of planned social change and modernization on
rural women and to identify the section of women most
affected in order to formuilate strategles for plans for
women s development. The indicators used to analyze the
impact Of development were sex ratilo, births and deaths,
age at marriage, health and medical facillities, literacy
and education, contact with urbanization and work
participation. The analysis was done on the basis of
village census daté undertaken for the projects The
village selected had a mixed population belonging to the
Hindu and Mislim religionse.

It was found that the landowning castes had larger
familles while the landless had single units. There were
more deaths among females than males. There was an
increase in the age at marriage among upper castes but
among Muslims and lower castes child marriage exlgsted.

The findings also indicated that development had benefited
those who own the land as they have received state assistance
such as credit, technical knowhow, supply of inputs etce.

Modemization of agriculture removed women f£rom theilr
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traditional activities {(weeding, hoeing) as the new skilled
operations were done by maless. With the reduction in the
cultivation of cotton., women's work in handicrafts declined

alsO.

Mazumdar Vina et al (1979) made a comprehensive study
on the situation of women in rural India through analysing
the data drawn from Census, NSS, Ministries of Education/
Health/Social Welfare/Agriculture/Rural Development. Indluded
was a demographic profile; sex ratio, mortallty and fertility,

age at marriage, literacy and education, employmente

The highlights of the findings are briefly outlined

belows

1) The sex ratio was not in favour of women in several
gstates. The reasons for thils were:
(1) differentials in mortality rates of males and
femalesy
(g) Poor environmental conditions;
(3) Poor and scarce health services:

{4) Repeated pregnancies and malnutrition.

i1) fhere was a decline in real earnings and days of wage
employment. Two major trends in women's employment
were ldentiflied. These weres
(1) a decline in the sbsolute numbers in their

participations
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(2) a gradual shrinking in their employment in

traditiconal océupation due to modernization.

There was a change in the role of household and small
sector Industries. 92% of women workers in rural

areas were found to be illiterate - particularly high
among agricultural and construction workers. mining and
quary workers. The 1971 census data indicates a higher
propoxrtion of female migrant workers in primary sector
in the economically backward regionse Scheduled tribe

women were largely cultivators and thelr households

'had large number of wage earners., Households with women

as head of famlly were found among the poorest house=-

holdss

From a somewvhat similzar point of view Mitra, Asok

(1979) analysed the census data of 1971. The main argument

of this study was that female literacy and education,

employment of women cutside home and improvement in public

health leading to reduction in infant and child mortality

lead to small family norms and to a reduction in fertility

rates. In 1971, there were in asbsolute numbers 56 millicon

more illiterate women than in 1951 and the gap between the

number of illiterate men and women was twice as miche. The

decline in women's employment had seriocus consequences on

mortality, fertiiity and malnutritione The striking feature
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was the erosion of female workforce in the vital income .
and wealth producing sectofs of natlonal economy and their
higher concentration in low paid, less, skilled, physically
taxing work which directly affected their health. Moreover,
higher mortality and morbidity in women in the first two
thirds of their reproductive life removed them from the

workforce in large nunbers.

In the same year, Mitra Asok, Srimary, A.K. and
Pathak, LeP., (1979) made a study on participation of
females as compared to that of males in household and non=
household economic activity in rural and urban areas based

on census of 1961.

Household industry was strictly confined to manufac-
turing on the household level, whereas non-~household
industry coversd all the activity ocutside of housgehold. The
major f£inding was that the average sex ratio of workers in
non~household industry was less than that in household
industry. This confirmed the common notion that economic
activities at household level engage females in higher
proportions than in non~household esconomic activitye. The
authors have argued that this 1s a testimony to the low
social and economic position of women, to their low literacy
and technological levels, to the impediments in the way of
their development of skills, and to the soclal taboos against

unescorted women going out to work.
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There was an indepth study of the progressive break-
down of landlordism and how it affected women in the
different strata of the agricultural society in Kerala by
Saradamon, K. (1979). The study was confined to three

selected areas in Paldhat district in Kerala. i

The matrilineal system of inheriltance prevailed among
the Nairs and the joint family system cal;ed Taravad. Within
this system, a famlly property passed from one generation
to another through the women of the family. Women who

belonged to the Taravad had a gpecial status as preserverse

Female children were welcomed mores Women had an essential
security. Some changes took place with coming of British
rule. It led to break up of joint familles accompanying

changes in landownership, education and employment.

The author also reviewed the impact of recent legise
lation the Kerala land Reforms Act of 1971i. Labour house=
holds depended on income of women. WoOrk was the primary
occupation of the women of labour households but they
performed all household work too. Women who were helpless
came f£rom upper caste aristrocratic households = those who
had lost the security of the laravad increaéingly moved

towards dependence on males.

Sharma Ursula, (1980) studied on the conventions
which control the use of soclal space by women in North

India within the context of Purdah. The study was based on
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fieldwork carried out in Punjab during the winter of 1977-78

in Harbassi, a large village in District Hoshiarpur.

In Harbassi, women of the upper class families =
capitalist farmers, professionals, shopkeepers, traders
rarely moved outside their homes, while women of lower classes
had to move ocut to cultivate their fields, or sell their
services in the vilillage. But they could not eat out on their
own or talk loudly. For Maslim women, they used burga
(veil covering head) while they were moving sbout outside.
Women avolded the bazar, the main road, the bus stand. They

were allowed to move sbout in their own flelds with confidence.

Age rather than marital status governed the strictness
with which a woaan cbserved norms controlling her movement
in public spacee. A married women In Harbassi would be
constrained by what her parents-in-law regarded as proper
behaviour and suitable friends. Restrictlons of movement
cutside their homes limited women's capacity to ?orm rela=
tionshlps even with women ocutside her own family. But some
socigl visits were allowed, particularly during weddings,

births or even deathse.

Singh, K.P. (1980) made an investigation to f£ind out
regional variations in female labour force participation by
focusing on the employment patterns of women in Punjaberural/

urban areas and the types of occupation in which women



predominated. The analysis was confined to the data of 1971
Censuse Female labour - force Participation rates were explained

in terms of per capita income which was the highest in Punjabe.

The findings showed that agricultural development, in
the ‘green revolution' areas had led to a sharp f£all in the
number of women wcrkiﬁg on the farms. With rise in technology
of land use, Punjab farmers had become more status conscious
and thay>were not willing to use fémale labour. With the
decline of traditional handierafts and cottage industries in
rural areas, altemative traditional employment for women was
declining. Female participation rate was related to land-
ownership. Aabout 3.01 per cent ©f women were working in urban
areas as agalnst 1.26 per cent In the rural areas. With the
exception of Patiala and Amritsar districts, the rate of female
employment was closely related to female literacy in each
district and the percentage of female workers showed a congig-

tent decline with a decline in the female literacy.

Khanna and Varghese (1981) have studied some lssues
related to women's roles and status in Indian societye. Attempts
were made to get a representative sample of Indisn women £rom
different areas of the country and belonging to different socio=
economic strata through two stage probability sampling. Areas
of the country formed the f£irst stage unite. The sample

households, belonging to three socioweconomic status
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(Kuppuswami Scale), formed the second stage unit. Altogether
1000 women were intarviawed; 200 £rom each of the five areas.
For each area, 50 women each from the upper and lower soclos
economic group and 100 from the middle sccio~economic group
were included in mzking up a complete sample on random basis.

The study revealed that there was a significant éhang-
in women in attitudes towards interecaste marriage, family
planning, co-education., pex educstion and girls' education
because of increased education and economic development.
Similtanecusly a negative relationship was found between
education and the attitude towards dowry and joint family
gystem. Women with low education especially in the lower
strata of soclety, were reluctant to accept family planning
for the fear that their children might not live. The findings
also showed some differences between working wives and house~

wives. These were as followst

(1) The role in decision-making was found to be almost the

' same £or working and non-working women, the pexrcentage
being slightly more for the working women.

(2) HMarital adjustment became more difficult for woikking-

“ wivese

{3) Working women generally preferred small familiss with

' one or two children, while housewives preferred
familles of medium size, ie.e., three to four children.
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The decision~making again varied with the educational
level of the wife. If the wife was educated regardless of
the fact whether she was a housewife or working, important
decisions were made after consultation with her. The

finding also indicated a sequence Of cause and effects

Educated women === had greater opportunities =w==smoti-
vation to exploit opportunities ~=-+ changes in attitude==——=
conflict with existing institutlong =~~=—= gcceptance of new

challenges =~=-=- improvement in women's status.

With the gpongorship of Gujarat Government, the
Faculty of Home Science, M.S. University of Baroda (1981)
conducted a field study in order to obtain firsthand informa-
tion about the extent of the backwartdness of the 2 selected
areas through Social Input Project (8IP);in Baroda district,

.S

Gujarat.

Of particular interest in this respect was provision of
information about socilo=~economic indices of the women, thelr
interest, their felt needs, their bellefs and their aspiration

for their children etc.

The sample consigted of 109 households purposively
chosen to0 represent the small, marginal and landlesgs

labourers. The major £findings are as followss
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(1) Nearly 55 per cent of the 109 households surveyed had

. a joint family structure. The average famlly size
was 6.24 members., 80 per cent of the families were
engaged in farming.

(2) The daily life of women was characterized by work from
dawn to duske

(3) Most of the women expressed a highly fatalistic attitude
saying "What i1s there in lifie except hard work".

(4) Despite their fatalism they showed willingness towards
learning skills and employment an the gréund that it
would bring income to the familye.

Dandekar, V.M. (1982) has illustrated the dimensions and
the nature of the problem regarding women's participation in

econonic activity in India using the 1971 Census of population.

The data showed that the ratio of women workers to men
workers i1s highest in agricultural lsbour being 49.83 women
per 100 men. The ratio 1s 26.51 in household industry, 13.49
in cultivation, and only 11.29.in other economic activities.
These three activities together constituting 73.20 percent
of all workers are essentially unorganized activities based
cn pre~caplitalist modes of production. Findings showed that
the principal difference between men and women affecting
participaéion of women in economic activity was the fact that
fully 44.52 per cent of women were £ied down to household

duties while less than one per cent (.082%) men shared that
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suggested that for a given demand for labour in agriculture
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household duties with their wcmenl.

change in men's attltude towards

Studies in Bangladesh ¢
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£folk, and a fundamental

women s '

cemed, a few gtudies

matter have been donage

Some of those. studies are report%d heras

Ahmed Tahurennaessa carrled }

out 2 study onh rural women

in 1966, This was just a f.aétua{ descriptive study regarding

the life of women in the rural aﬁ['aas as could be seen in a

fow villages in the district of éomilla,
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The purpose of the survey was to learn about the life
cycle, customs and culture that are associated with day to
day activities of rural womene. This study was based on
discussion and interviews with women in the villages, the
women visiting the villages and thana education’centres and
people closely assoclated with rural extension work. It
was observed that the system of Pd}dah was varying according
to social status, economic condition, age., kinghip, etc.
Pardah was connected not only with religion., but also with
statuse. Although every women knew that she could get a share
of her father's property, few of them expressed that they
would claim it. Under the present social system, the arrange-
ment of ‘nuyor' (visiting parent's house after marriage) was
expressed as good, because it could imprové a woman's health
and nutition. In her in~-law's house it was difficult for her

to eat except at meal time.

Satter Ellen's (1974) study was about the married women
of a small village in rural Bangladesh. .This was also a
simple descriptive type of study to gain detailed information
sbout the village women's life style. By interviewing the
women and gathering detalls of their life style, a composite

picture was built up of the general pattern.

A striking feature reported in the study was that 71

per cent of the village women wanted thelr daughters to



complete at least primary education so that they could

avail themselves of employment opportunity.

An’indepth investigation wasg done By Chaudhury, R.H.
(1975) on some issues and problems of married women 'in non=
agricultural occupations in a metropoliten urban area of
Bangladesh. Analysis of the study was primarily based on
582 working women drawn from different strata of occupation
ggpups and 548 non-working women o% Dhaka City. The data
were collected by the soclo=economic survey of working Vse
non-working woﬁen of Dhaka city in 1974. In the selegting
of sample women, both st;atified sampling and propotionate
(50 per cent) sampling procedures were adopteds The survey
was limited to those women who were married, living with
their husbands and reported to be fecﬁnd. This was also
confined to middle class working women belonging to organized

sectors ©of the labour: force.

Findings of the study revealed that most of the working
women came from disadvantageocus families; economic need was
the prime reason for joining the labour force« Working
women's contribution to family incoﬁe was significant, with
. many women acting as principal bresdwinners fér their parent's
families. It was also found that sex discrimination in tems
of salary and promotion was most prominant among the lower

occupation groupse
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Job satisfaction varied positively with age, but
inversely with educatlon. Among the varisbles hidering
female participation in labour force, the study noted the
followings
(1) dearth of adequate job opportunitiesy
(2) unwillingness on the part of some educated women to

work ocutside home due to fear of an adverse effect

on children:

(3) strong feeling of sex discrimination in recruitment
of job: and
(4) low education achievement of females due to lack of

educational facllities and/or unfavourable social

attitude towards female education.

Farouk, &e. et al (1975) conducted a survey in seven
unions of different categories =~ modern, traditional, urban
and rurale Respondents were selected from heads of the

households and their spouses.

When these men and women were compared, the data
showed that literacy was much lower among the women and
that wives were about 8 years younger than their husbandse.
The survey found that women spent longer time in productive
work than their counterparts and the larger the size\of the
family the heavier was the burden of work on housewlves,

but it went generally unnoticed because most of it .related
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to the kitchen and to other household work. There was a
positive correlation between family size and the number of
hours spent on productive work by housewives in all the
surveyed areas while thils correlation did not exist for
hugbands. Even where there was a positive correlation for
both women and men, however, the magnitude of the co-efficil-

ents was larger for the women than for men.

Marty Chen and Ruby Ghuznavi (1976) undertook a
research into the socio-economic implications of food=for
work for female labourers. It was a case study of a number
of female participants'in rural wage economy. The objectives
of the research were 3 (1) to identify, socially and economi-
cally, the women who participate in foodwforework activities;
{2) to examine the socio-econbmic implications of foodwfor-
work participation for those women and their families; (3) to
quantify a work norm for female labourers in food-for-work;
(4) to derive policy and project recommendations that would -
ensure women's interest and rights in food=for-work and other

developmental activities in Eangladesh.

In all cases studied, the economic need cutweighed
negative official attitudes or soclal barrlers. Economic
need was more compelling than social stigma for these women.
The women were either divorced, widowed or deserted, if they

were married, their husbands were dlsabled or could not f£ind
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employment. Some of them had to support the whole burden of
the famllies, for them, however, the choice was either work
or starvation. But the number of food=for-work opportunities
offered to women was related directly to whether officials
favoured recrultment of womene ¥For paying wﬁge in terms

of kind, the officials considered their performance by male
standards. Number of dependents, health and other nutritional
needs and other socio-economic factors affecting well=being
were not taken into accounte. The findings Indicated that the
policy of concesslon for extraordinary working conditlons,
officially called 'payment for allied work', enabled male
labéurers to earn their nutritional requirements. Likewise
an adjusted work norm for women should be consistent with
this practice of concesslons. The central fact was that

the food=for-work programmes were positive because the aid
was earned, reached the poorest and helped women assume new
roles and through these programmes, the women who entered
the paid labour force, became 'vigible'. These women were
completely or very significantly dependent on wage earnings,
but food-for-work was seasonal and there was a need for year-

round employment.

Based on limited data drawn from female workers at
four productive enterprises in and arounda Dhaka, Chaudhury, N.
and Afroz, G. (1976) attempted to identify the role that
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women could play in production activities in the socio-
economic development of Bangladeshe« The sample size was

96 -women workers engaged in productive activities; jute
production, cotton textiles, bamboo works and doll making
and sampling procedure was nonrandome. Based on the socio-
economic and demographlc data collected, the study Indicated
that women in productive activities could plag a role that
would go beyond mere production and would include activities
in population.control in that work of women ocutside home
would lower the number of birth and widen the spating of
children born. '

Two studles were carried ocut by Chaudhury, R.H. (1277)

on fertility behaviour of women in Bangladeshe

The analysis was based on the data collected in the
course of a socio~economic survey of women in Dhaka city
(1974) and by the Bangladesh Fertility Survey which was done
in 1975. In all 4613 women Qere interviewed. All were
married and living with their husbandse. There were both

working and nonwworking women In the sample.

He has examined the relationship between female
education. labaur force paréicipatian, age at marriage and
conjugal role relationship and fertility and use of contra=
ception. The major f£findings based on these studies were as

followss
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There existed an Inverse relationship between
education of wife and her fertility as measured by
the number of children ever born.

Female education had a relatively more depressing
effect on fertility and use of contraceptives than
male education.

Female education is also found to be associated with
long spacing and use 0f contraceptione.

Gainful employment induces illiterate women to practise
contraception and control over fertility.

The use of contraceptives was higher among couples
who decilde the number and gpacing of their children
Jointly, compared to those in which decision was made
by one spouse onlye.

There was an inverse relationghlp between female age

at marriage and fertility.

Zaman, S«S. et al (1980) conducted a pilot study to

find out the attitude towards work among women in Bangladegh.

. The purpose was to investigate whether any socio=economic

variables were influencing the attitude of women towards

work or note

It was hypothesized that women who have had more

education, reside in a rural area, are involved in Income

earning activity, are poor and are younger in age would have

favourable attitude towards works



%@7

The survey interviewed 148 women (87 rural and 61 urban)
and 79 men (43 rural and 36 urban). A stratified random
sample was drawn according to region (urban/rural), employment
{working/non=working), education (high/low), economic condi-
tion (rich/poor) and age (old/young).

The results {(using Chi=square test) indicated that of
all the sccloweconomic variables investigated, “occupational
gstatus" was found to be most gignificant among rural women
in determining attitude towards work. That is rural working
women had more favourable attitude towards work than rural
nmeworking women which was significant at +02 level of
significance. Location was also found to be significant in
determining attitude towards work (at .05 level). an indepth
interview with 32 women (16 rural and 16 urban) revealed that
the other pertinent factors such as, non avallability of jobs,
nepoctism, bribexry, harassment etc. were the main determining
factors for the non=~participation of women in different

developmental activities of thebcountry.

To investigate the relevant issues of female employment,
Iglam, Rizwanul (1980) carried cut a study with special
reference to rural areas in Bangladesh. Data analyzed in this
study were collected from a benchmark survey of three villages
undertaken by the National Poundation for Research on Human

Research Development (NFRHRD) during 1977-78.
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The findingg 0f the study formed the basis of argument
that the census definition of labour force is too narrow in
the context of the peasant economy of rural Bangladesh
because of the fact that female participation in productive
work within the household can also be taken as a good
indicator of female labour in the rural economy. In the
sampled villages, more than 30 per cent of total active
females were reported to be engaged in productive work within
the household.

Degree of female participation in the lsbour market was
found to vary inversely with the level of household income.
Households with female heads and/or only female workers were
algo concentrated at the lower end of the income scalee Most
important finding was the male~female differentials in employ-

ment opportunities and wage rates.

.

McCarthy, F.E« (1981) gtudied the differential family
characteristics of a sample of rural households in Bogra..
district of Bangladesh. The main purpose was to f£ind out
the particular aspect of women's productive roles in agricule
ture, that is, theilr involvemént in post~harvest rice

processing operationse.

i

The faculty of the Bogra Academy for Rural Development
had survey data on many villages which was used to purposively

select the village as well as a proportional sample of village

[



¥ho

hougeholds based on para*, family type, and whether or not
they used domestic grindexr of paddy in their homes. In all a
total of 94 households were surveyed. Of the 94 families, only
17 families were solely dependent on land asg their primary
source of income. The remaining 77 famillies were engaged in a
combination of farming and off«farming activities. In order to
get the stage for an analysis of post harvest procesgsing
activitles among sample familles, data were analyged to
delineate variations in patterms of land ownership and tenancy
relations, income earning activitles, occupation, number of
working f£family menbers, among of non-farm income earnéd and

famlly sizee.

Zaman M.Q.'s (1982) study dealt with marriage pattern
and family types as prevalent in a village in Bangladesh.
The selected village was located near the district town
Rajshahi. A total of 387 married females and 295 married males

were interviewed.

One interesting finding was that out of 387 married women
in sample village, 216 (56 per cent} got married when they were
not even 12 years old, whereas the percentage of married
males of that age group was only 5. The percentage of all
reported marriages below the legel minimum age (16 years)
appeared as high as 93 per cent. Out of total married males

64 per cent married once, others married twice or mores The

e powes -
b A L M-

* Para = Para is the area consisting of several houses.
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study showed that the nuclear type was domtnant being 53
per ¢ent of the total hougeholds. Finally the study
indicated that a corxelation existed between land ownership

and £family typee«

D'Souza Stan et al (1982) based on empirical data
from other studies (Demograsphic Surveillance System for the
period of 1974~77, and a nutrition study in Matlab,
Bangladesh in 1974} identified some sociomeconomic mortallty
differentlals in rural Bangladeshs The findings revealed
that infant and child mortality decrsased with educational
level of both musband and wife. Inverse relatiocnship
between mortality and socio=economic atatus was found. Sex-
blesed attitudes and practicesg operated to affect health,
nutritiog and mortelity. The data also showad that family
allocation of £ood and health care discriminated against
female children and caused higher mortality in childhood.

' The review described above shows in recent years that
the studies of women have achieved some momentum, but it ig
evident that the theme of Women and Development is too
complex and wide to be exhausted by isolated studies.
however, numercus they may be. Govemments which are
congcioug and serious about the uplifting the images and the
status of women in soclety must give priority to the problem
by giving more power and allocating more funds to the
Ministry or department that concern themselves with women
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affair so that they wlll be able to extend necessary
services on a continuing bases for the causes of women.

Negdless to say Home Economigis have significant role to

¥

play in such a programme.



