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CHAPTER=IIL

METHODOLOGY

Before proceeding to present the details of how the
study was carried out, 1t is important to state here the
relevance of the study to some theoretical points which
"may become apparent only as one seeks to understand the
findings® (Selltiz, C., et al, 1967, Dp.444). Therefore, an
attempt was made to build up a theoretical framework that

would provide necessary guidelines for the study.
SOME THEORETICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRESENT sSTUDY

The main concemmn today of a country in Third World is
characterized by an issue 'Women and Development'!, which
calls for an urgency of providing employment for women in
general and the rural poor women In particulare. This
section of population of a country is serlously affected by
the lack of their participaticn in the development process

as participants and contributors.

But if women are intended to make positive contribu= .
tion wowards development, the rate of thelr participation
in labour force will certainly have to be ralsed (Hirway,
I, 1980). wWith this idea in mind, it is essential to under=-
atand the variocus dimensions of the problem relating to the
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female labour participation. Aalso 1t is important to
realize in this context how they can bring about improve=-
ment in thelr family living through their employment.

Some theoretical understanding relating to the
condition under whic¢h the rural women enter the labour
market and how they are benefited by their work is described

in the following paragraphss

The following schematic framework attempts to portray
tﬁe issue of "Women and Development” in the context of the
present study. In the figure three core aspects of the
present study = female lsbour participation (FLP),
status of women and levels of living with arrows indicate
the general lines of causation. The upper box (broken
lined) relating to determinants of female labour particie
pation portrays some characteristics of FLP. The two boxes
.on the bottom = gtatus of women and levels of living are
referred to as two indicators (non~economic and economic
respectively) of developmente. Arrows £rom upper bo¥ £o
lower two boxes (Band C} indicate all the aspects 1, 2, 3,
4, 5 In box A as the intervening variables affecting the
status of women and levels of living of their familiese.
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In the context of female labour participation and
development, this issue should be viewed from different
perspectives. Therefore, the two aspects, namely, the
status of women and the levels of living of their families
have been taken into account as the two indicators of
development on which female lsbour participation (FLP) has

got some positive impact.

The 2nd Five Year Plan in Bangladesh has acknowledged
that “the extremely low and declining share of female
employment to total employment points to the fact that
women are definitely a disadvantaged group in view of the
productive work they are doing and can be done by them"

(2nd Five Year Plan 1980-85, Bangladesh, p.15). Their
barﬁicipation in labour force ls characterized by several
outstanding features. This can be explained in the following
models

FIP = £ (3, Ph, WE, B4, C, N)u -

H

(adopted f£rom the model of fertility and female labour
force by Paul, R«G., 1982).

Where, F¥LP = £female lgbour participatlon,
I = Income of the family.
Pn = the value of women's time in the hone,
Wf = the women's market wage,
E4 = Educational level of women,
C = demographlc variable,
N = norms affecting labour force behaviour.
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The basic phenomenon of FLP in our country, particu~
larly, in unorganized sector, i1s a very low wage rate.
Therefore, in the context of the famlly, a rise in the
family income with unchanged low earning power of female
workers, results in reduction or withdrawal from the labour
market. Again it has been observed that with an increase
in income, the famlly becomes status consclous which
discourages the women to take up employment (D'Souza, V.S..
1980). Also there is an ideological desire to avoid the
impression that women work due to Inadequate earning of
male (Paul, R.G., 1982). ‘

Apart from their low wage rate, the place of work,
working time, and other conditions relaéed to work, often,
make them choosy. Another interrelated bhut equally
important factor is the non=-avallsbility of veried employ=-
ment opportuniyies sultable to them. Thus the lack of
suitable employment opportunities rather than the lack of
their‘willingnesa to work prevents women from takiag'up
employment (Hirway, I., 1980).

Degpite thig adverse situation, the illiterate =znd
lower income claas form the major part of the labour force
than women from other classes (Malya, M.M., 1981, Khanna
and Verghese, 1981). Thus it c¢learly indicates that the
reasons are mainly'economic in nature. Dut to inadequacy
of income of the principal earnersg of the family and the
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desire for lmproving the living conditions, the women of
this class are unlikely to withdraw from labour force even
when income of the family increases. It is pointed out
that very high proportion oﬁ the population of Bangladesh
lives In absolute and extreme poverty (2nd Five Year Plan
1980~85, Bangladesh). Therefore, if these women withdraw
irom labour force, the poverty would be more pervaslve and

severe in their households (Patel, B.B., 1979).

In addition to such factors. demographic variable
such as thelr fertility behaviocur also influences FLP.
Large famlly raises the value of women's time in the home.
The presence of more children in the home retards female
lsbour supply. In many céses their lack cf'eaucatian,
training and skill discourage them from joihing the lszbour
forces These factors jointly influence women's decision in
their participatian'in labour market. Ultimately, however,
their partilcipation is mo§&§atea,by a simple decision
rule, namely, that a woman will aiter the lsbour force if
her market wage exceeds the opportuniky cogt of her time
Lin the home. Factors that raise the value of women's time
in the home reduce female lsbour supply; f£actors that raise
women' s market wage, on the contrary, will increase it.
However, fertility, lsbour participation and education are
- interrelated as, for ingtance, the number of delilveries or

children affects the value of women's time in home and market
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wage. Thus in the absence of alternative économic roles
outside familier or domestic duties, “women will £ind no

disincentives for having more children since domestic work

is not incompatible with that of ralsing children™
(Chaudhury and Raihan, 1980, 9.135).

A
1
i

Gn the other hand, as Chaudhury has ‘argued, it is not

always possible to distinguish cause from effect when female
employment and fertility are cons:}.dered» In any.given
situation, the question arises as to whether women who work
outside the home are deliberatelygkeeping thellr family sirze
small, or whether women 'who have %malle;: familieg or no
children, ;fo::‘* a variety of reason:s,l are more free to take

outside employment (Chaudhury, R.};&“ 1979) .

“However, in the context of BLngladesh soc;i.ety; the -
decision to take up employment cam not be isolated from
the existing socio-religious normé.. In rural Bangladesh,
women belonging to relatively better off families observe
purdah more than those from the chwer strata, and are likely
o be reluctant to enter the labozhr force. Due to fear
of losing their standing in sociei y they withdraw from
the labour ma:_:ketq Their non-e-parwjl:icipation in economic
activity strongly reflects the ii%nitaticn imposed by the
strictures of Purdshe. For women th appropriateness of a
particular occupation category is often determined by how
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much contact it necessitates with members of the 9pposite
sex and only secondarily by whether it 1s commensursgte with
traditional Ilmages (Smock, C.A., 1977). Thus, the norma
relating to the seclusion of women combined with other
factors undermine the participation of women in the labour

Eorces.

However, as the box A. . in the dlagram shows one way
to Induce FLP 1s to raise the cost of child rearing, and
reduce the value of women's time in the home by providing
greater eﬁucaiionai and training opportunitles which help
them to change in attitnde as well as to accept new
challenges, and a wide range of employmenp opportunitiss

with reasonable wage rates for young womene

The important point to remember from the diagram 1s
that the female particlpation in economic activities and
its outstanding characteristics are mtually reinforecing
phenomena which have impact on the status of women and the

levels of living of their familles.

The Committee on the Status of Women in India argues
that "the gtatus of any section of population in a soclety
iz intimately connected with its economic position, which
(itself) depends upon rights, roles and opportunities for
participation in economic activities® (Government of Ingdia,

1974, p+148). But in a society where women are dependent
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upaﬁ their male counterparts for social and economic security
and lack economic emancipation, subordination of women 0O
men will be higher. Due to thelr suppresslon in a male
dominated society, they £ail to identify themselves as

- separate individuals having some rights to exercise as well
as roles to play in the family and the scclety. The status
of women, it is true, can be ldentifiled through several
indicators as shown in box B . . The arrow £rom the

box A (FLP) to box B (status of women) suggests that if

the women are provided with employment opportunities and
given economic emancipation, they will be able to enjoy
relatively higher gtatus. Thus the issues of women's status
are Intimately linked with women's access to employment and
emrning income, or in other words, to female labour force

particdpation.

On the other hand, the additicnal income earned by
women will enable the family to consume more goods and
servicess The consumption of goods and services which is
a measure of level of living (Marull Jose, 1966) is basically
related to the income level of the household (Todaro, M.P.,
1977)« Therefore., low levels of living (insuffi;iency of
life sustaining goods and services) are related to low
incomes which result from low‘labodr'fozce productivity.

un/underemployment, low literacy and larger number of
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children. However, it can be concluded that the levéls of
living of masses particularly the rural poor can be raised
through providing employment to females with better wage
rate, becauge the level of living is nothing but another name
for purchasing power (Doraiswamy, P.K., 1981).

Taken together, the three boxes (A, B, C) in the
diagram, present a concise portrait of the relationship of
FLP, the status of women and the levels of living. Thus,
there is a clear indication that women's employment has
implications for poverty removal (raising the levels of
living), population control and higher status of women, which

are in the present time essentials for a country‘'s development.

HYPOTHESES TO BE TESTED

Prior to carxying out the study, certain hypotheses were
postulateds.

The soclo=~economic as well as demographic charace
teristics of the households in general and of women in
paréicular were hypothesized as the key determinants for
testing the hypotheges and for interpretatlion of findings

of the present datae



Presented below is the schematic description of hypo-

theses along wlth variables of the present investigation.

Explanatory varlables

Soclo=gconomic status of
hougeholds,

Religion, .
Fertility (number o
Children),

Amount of agricultural
land,

Literacy level of women.

Female labour force
participation,

Religion,

Literacy level of women,
Socio=economic status of
householdss

Female labour force
participation,

Religion,

© Soclo=aconomic gtatus of
house holds,

Fanlly size,

Literacy level of women.

Income of the family,
Religion,

Fanily size,

Female labour force
participation.

e N Nt Nt N Yt Nal Vuut

Explained varisbles

Female Labour force
participatiom

Fertility behavilour

Status OFf women

Consumption expendliure
pattern of the house=
hOldSo
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The above gchematic figure generates following hypo=
theses that guided the analyses of the data of present
investigation. They are organized according to the key
objectives of this research.

1) To analyze the female lsbour participation the
following hypotheses were formilatede

protheses

1+ BSocio-economic status of households 1s negatively
related to the participation of women in gainful
employmenty

2e Religion is an influential factor for the emplqgment
of women;

3. Amount of land holding of the household has significant
effect on labour participation of females

4. Female labour participation is influenced by the
number of children In the famlly. These are inversly
related.

Be Literacy level of women is related to their partici~-

pation In lebour force In a positive waye.

It) To analyze the fertility behaviour of the respondents
the folIOWin§ hypotheses were formilated.

Hypotheses
1. Female labour participation has significant negative

effect on fertility behaviour;
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Literacy level of women 1is negatively related to their

2.
fertility control.

3e Soclo=economie gtatus of households has negative
effect on fertility behaviour of womens.

4, Religion hag got impact on fertility of women.

I1I) To analyze the status of women the following hypotheses

| were formulated.

Hypotheses

1. PFemale lsbour participation provides a woman with the
opportunity for higher statuss

2. Status of women is positively related to literacy
level of .womene.

3« Religion is an influential factor for variation in
wonen's statuge

‘4e The family siza also affects the status of women
negatively. . '

5« Socio=economic status of households 1s a positive
determinant of women's statuse

V) To analyze the consumption expenditure péttern of tha
households the following hypotheses were formuilatede

Hypotheses

1. Income of the household is the strongest determinant

affecting consumption expenditure pattern of households.
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2« Religion is related to variation in different
expenditures of households.

3. Female labour participation haa positive signie=
ficant effect on consumption expenditure pattemm of
householdss

4, Family size has negative effect on consumption

expenditure pattern of the households.

RESEARCH DESIGN

The design of a research, usually, dgpenda upon the
parpose of the researche. A research design is the arrange=
inent of conditilons for collection and analysis of data
that has close relevance to research purpose. On the basis
of the major concerns of the present study,. that is, the
lsbour force participation of rural women and its impact,
the present investigation was mainly descriptive in nature.
A descriptive study, according to Selltiz, C.., et al,(1967)
‘aims (1) to portray accurately the characteristics of a
particular individual, situation, or group (with or without
specific initial hypotheses zbout the nature of these
charactersticsl); (2) to determine the frequency with which
something occurs or with which it is associated with
something elge (usually, but not always, with a‘spep;fic
initial hypotheéis)“(p.so). The present study is also
concerned with deséribing'the socio=economlc and demographic

characterstics of the rural women and,K their households, the
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beliefs, and views they hold. It 1s also concerned

with dilscovering or testing whether certain variables are
assoclated. The present study, with its major concerns
and the procedures, accordingly £alls within the cstegory

of descriptive‘researdh.

The procedures followed In the present investigation
are described in the following paragraphst

PROCEDURES OF DATA COLLECTION

In the present study data were ccllectgd through an
intensive field survey. A survey to a scocial scientist,
may have a purely descriptive purpose, as a way of stadying
social conditions, relatlonships and behaviour. As Moser,
Cede, (1967) puts 1t, "the sort of information needed may be
how famlilles of dlfferent size, composition and soclal
status spend thelr incomes? how pecple are reacting to the
latest productivity drivej what relation there appears to
be between education and the possibility of moving up the
social ladders.s there is virtually no limit to the range
of topics covered by surveys® (p.2). It is also concerned
with the demographic characteristics, the activities, or
opinions and éttitudes of people, Therefore, Keeping In
view the subject matter of the present study. an intensive

survey was carried out for data gollection.
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In order to obtain résponses from the individual
respondent, two methods - personal interview and cbservation
were adopted. To have safeguards against bias and unrelia=-
bility the investigator herself took interview from the
sample respondents. In different sltuations of the survey
these two different methodg were employed. For ingtance,
in some situations, it was felt necessary to compare what
they said and what they actnally did and believede. In
such cases only the interview method was found to be inadequate
t0 elicit real Information f£rom the respondentge. Ubviocusly.
here, both interview and observation were employed. However,
in the présent study, major portion of data collection was
covered by interview and ¢nly in a few situations observa=

tion method was followed.

The following kinds of probleéms were faced by the
invesgtigator in undertaking the present fleld survey of rural
women in the context of Bangladesh.

The approach here was dlfferent from what a researcher
would congider apprepriate for educated women in urban areas.
To obtain the appropriate answers or responses from the
dnterviewees (the rural women), both formal and informal
interviewings, were employed. With respesct to many questions
to which gome respondents were raluctant to respond , the
spproach of informal or casual interviewlng created an

atmosphere that allowed the respordents to express theily
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feelings, views and behaviourgs. In addition, such a method
also helped to ascertain the validity of a response, that
iss its clogeness to the truth which one is trying to attain
(Moser, Cehe, 1967).

Por the questions on types of income, agricultural
landed properties, saving, credit, investment, expenditureé
etc., 1t was essential to include the male person in the
survey as a resource perstii. Most of the women respondents
were illiterate and consequently had no knowledge sbout such
information. So, 1t was found helpful to interprét some
data using the information obtained from the male pefson in
the household. Special care, however, was taken in asking
questions to the male respondents. They were asked only
the relevant questions. For instance, they were not asked
anything about the activities usually performed by the female
members in the house. Neither were they asked to express
their own views about such matters ag. family planning and
other affairs relating to female responsibilities.

Questions relating to women's life were put exclusively
to women. It was experienced that some of the young respone
dents were hesitant to answer the question of such issue
infront of in - laws or elder persons. In such cases,
responses, however, were obtained confidentially from the

young respondents.



109

Some questions regarding the age of spouses, ¢hildren
and age at marriage and their marriagée practices, were
sometimes requiréd to be asked in éifferent- ways because
the respondénts were not able to furnish the exact
information. For example, many respondents were found not
o be aware Of their actual age. They could not tell the
date and year of their birth. However, they could give .
sonie clue about their age by connecting their birth with
certain gpeclal histcrical event, natural calamity that
took place arcund the same times | For example, most of the
respondents who could not tell the year in which they were

bomm, could, however, tell, whether they vere born before

).

or after the partition of India and other important events.
From such answers tentative conclusions sbout their age wéra

reached.

Assuming that conscicusly or unconsciously much
miginformation about women* g dep' dent conditlon is prepetu~
ated and gll \the economic activii;.ea and productivity are
geared to the male i1f men are as}?.ea (fadia Youssef et al,
1979), information sbout such asjacté were necassarily €0

be cbtained from females themselves.

In looking for the informatlon the investigator was
keen on énsuring, as f&r as possible, the relizbility of
the information to be gathereds With this intention, a

three way relationship between researcher, local leaders
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and respondents was established. Such a relatlonship was
esgential because rellability of responses depended flrst,
on the nature of the relationship between researcher and
respondent and second, on whether that relationship assisted

or deterred respondents in feporting the experience to

which they alone had direct access (Sajogyo, P., et al, 1979),

For most of the respondents the interview with the
investigator was the first of its kind. In other words,
that was the £irst time the respondents were exposed to a
lady who was not only an outsgider, ut also a city dweller
and with whom they, for hours together, talked gbout their
problemse. It is worthwhile mentioning here, however, that
gsome Of the respondents became annqyeé at the sight of the
investigator mistaking her for a family planning advisor or
worker. Such a reaction revealed two important facts. The
£irst was that they were visited by family planning workers
and the second was that they did not like to give audience
to family planning workeres However; when such respondents
came to know about tﬁe real academic interest of the
researcher they changed their attltude and extended

co=operation.

Another point that deserves 1o be mentioned here is
that the investigator, in some areas, was introduced by
the local family planning workersg and the ongoing project
director to some local women. This helped to establish a
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sort of familiarity which facilibated, to a great extent,

collecting the data with relative convenience.

SAMPLE AND SAMPLING FROCEDURE

The present study covered 200 rural married women, both
working and non-working, and their respective householdse
Though the target sample was females, the household as a

whole was taken as unit towards optaining full information.

The study was carried out in Bangladesh during august-
October, 1982« The particular area included two villages
under the union of Loukathi in the district Patuakhali.

The union is located near the district towns It has nine
villages with population of 20783 of which 10486 are males

and 10327 are females (source = District Census Office).

The prinﬁipal occupation of most of the village
famllies is agriculture. Since the location of the surveyed
villages wag near the town, a wide range of occupational
diversities among the samples were cbserved. The sample
comprised employees, factory workérs. day labourers, small
traders, rickshaw pallers and boatmen.

A detailed sampling procedure adopted in the study is
cutlined below.

In order to select the sample households, a three
stage sampling procedure was adopted. The selections of

the union and the village were the first and the second stages
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respectively. In selecting the union and the v;llage the
main consideration was to choose the village covered by
any develcopment organization which 1ls working for the
womene The selection of the houseéholds, i.e,, the third
stage, was done by stratifie@ and proportionate random

sanpling processe.

It was found that in Patuakhall district, only three
unicns had undertaken any develqpmental pfcgramme for
womene The activities of these tbree programmes, were, to
some extent, similar. Out of the three unions, Laukathi
unlon was selected by lottery method. Having selected the
union, the investigator worked out a seriss of steps leading

to the selection of villages and households.

There were nine villages in ?aukhathi union of which
6 villages were covered by the ongoing development organiw-
gation. OCut of these six villages, two villages, namely,
Laukathi and Tel%khali were selected again by lottery method.
The selectlon of the villages was followed by the selection
of households through stratified random sampling processs
The total numbers ©of the households of the two selected
vlllages were collected from the ongoing development projeat
namely Rural Development Academy (RDA) in Laukathi union. The
households were classified into four categories and these
categories were gongtructed by the project according to the

socio=economic condition of the households (see operational
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definition for classification). The number of househclds
for the present sample, then, was drawn out from each
category proportionately. Thus a proportionate random
sample consisting of 200 households was selected finally
(distribution of sample drawn from each category of houses
holds is given in Appendix II).

INSTRUMENT

an interview schedule was used as an instrument for

data collection. It consisted of three sectionse

Sectlon one contained the questions relating to the
‘demographic and socilo~economic background of the respondents

and their respective housecholds.

Questions regarding the female labour participation,
their working conditions, their jocb satisfaction, their
knowledge, bellefs, opinilons, management practices,
involvement in community development organization and

awareness of family planning constituted the second section.

Most of the questlons of second section were structured
in which the responses of the subjects were limited to the

stated alternatives. For example,

Do you belleve in small family norm? Yes No

A a—

If yes, mention the reasons from any of the followings



114

1. Small family ls economical.
20 Children can be given proper education.
3. Health of mﬁther and children remaing goode
4, Any other, specify
(For detalls, see the Interview schedule in Appendix I)

Some of the questlons related to the seven indicators
of status so that on the basls of the responses the status
of the women respondents could be ascertalned (For details,

see chapter IV, Section II).

Section three included questiong relating to the
consumptlon expenditure pattern of the households which
indicated the levels of living of the sample householdse

' ANALYSIS OF DATA

The process of data analysis of the present study
included?! coding the replies of the subjects and observa=-
tions made; tabulating the datas performing statistical

computatlion.

&

Coding was done by putting raw data in different
categories and transforming into symbols that were

counted and tabulated for statistical computation.

After coding of responses Of each subject, tabulation =

a part of the technical process in the statistical analysis
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of data was done., For many categories of responses, the
data particularly the responses on consumption expenditure
were placed on punched cards:that ware used for machine

computation.

The most important step in the analysls of data is the
statistical computation. After summarizing the responses
of each individual through coding and tabulating, statistical

methods were used to derive the relisbility of generalizatiaﬁ
from the obtalned data to the total population.

The elementry statistics such ag frequency, percentage,
measuares of central tendency and measures of dispersion
ware useds To characterize that is 'typical’.in the group,
the arithmetic mean Or average was used as suitable point
arcund which the cases balance (Dixzon, W.J., et sl, 1969).
The median also implles a concept of balance, but it takes
account only of the ordinal position of scores rather than

their absolute values.

Standard deviation and co-efficient of variation were
used to indicate how widely the cases im the group vary with
respect to a given cbaracteristig. Non parametric test,
namely, Chi=square and analysis of variance (F=test and t-test)
were worked out to show the relationship as well as differences
between different varisbles. But the point 1ls that the

findings of such relationship or difference between two groups
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or variables "do not constitute evidence of ithe reason for
the relationship® (selltiz, et al, 1955,p.421). Therefore,
some data were analysed in finding cut the causal relation=
ghips rather than the simple fact of association between

the varisbles. ¥For this, simple as well as miltiple
regression models were f£litted to the consumptlon expenditure
data and status scores by introducing more variables than
two into the analysis. These variables were income, family
size, socio=economic status of houéeholds. female labour
participation, religion, literacy level of respondents which
were considered as independent variables. Regarding models
fitted in the analysis,ndetails are given in Chapter iV,

Sections.Ti.and (T <.

OFERATIGNAL DEFINITIGN OF SOME CQNCEFIS USED IN THE
PRESENT STUDY

Household 3 In the context of the present investigation,
a hougehold was defined as an independent family consisting
of a group of persons living together and usually taking

food f£rom the same kitchen.

Solvent household 8 A household which depended on land only
or an a combination of farming and other sources of income
which was able to sustain a relatively high standard of
living was termed solvent households: The family's general

fieeds, such ag, clothing, health, education etc. were met in
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a solvent family. In addition, enocugh grain was grown to
cover family consumption needs while the remainder was

solde Such a family operated with a margin of security.

Subsistence household 2 A subsistence household could man age
to meet basic famlly expenses for a year either by producing
enough or by depending on non household sources of income,
which consgtituted approximately half of the income. In
either case, family income was sufficient to get by on,

but offered no additional security. Education in a subgis~
tence family, might be limited to sons only, or upto primary
school for all children.

Poor hougehold ¢ A household was poor when it owned orxr
sharecropped some lande. However, it had to buy paddy or
rice from the market and its income came from wage earning
Occupationg serving as rickshaw pullers., day lsbourers and
small traders. The major focus of activity of a poor

household was only to secure food for the daye.

Extreme Poor household ¢ A household without land or with=-
ocut any regular source of income was considered extreme poor.
Bducation, health~gcare, and even food were luxuries to such
a household. To put mére clearly, even the bare necessitles
of life were beyond the means of such a famlly. An extreme
pooxr household could not provide two times meal or in most

cases, even one time meal to its menbers.
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Family size $ The size of the famlly was measured in terms
of the number of childrens Thus the spouses and children

were counted In assessing the household size.

A family consisting of 3 children was considered small
while a family consisting of more than three children was
considered bigs For the purpose of quantificationa child

upto 14 years was considered as equivalent to half an adult.

Famlly type 3 JIn the classification of family typé - a
:E;mily was considered nuclear only when a married couple

and their unmarried children lived together sometimes with
hugband's parents, and unmarried brother and sister, if any.
A joint family consisted of married couple, their married

son and his unmerried chfi.ldren. asband' s parents or husband's

married brother and his unmarried children.

Dabour forgce 3 A person was considered a member of labour
force who furnished the supply of labour for the production
of goods and gervices in exchange of reward (wage or salary).

He/She could be either self-employed or employed by otherse

Consumption expenditure : In the present study consumption
expenditure comprised all the expenditures incurred by the
households on different selected goods and services. (For

selected goods and services refer chapter IV, Section III).

Statug of women ¢ In macro level, the most frequently used
Indicator of the status of women to that of men are the

proportion of women to the total population, to total



membership in the labour force and to total enrollment at
different educational levels, with a superficial reference
to political right and social participation. But, in micro
level, that is, in a particular society or in family context,
they are of limited usefulness to indicate the status (Irene,
Te, et _al, 1976)e The point is that employment and education
might influence the status of women in the femily. For
instance, an educated women, may or may not have freedom

to exercise some rights and roleg in the family. This

means education may influence her power but by itself may
not be the indicator of her status. Therefore, the status
of women was taken to mean, in the present study., the

‘power' to exercise her rights and roles in the family or

in the society. Thus, the income earning and educational
level of women might ralse the power in terms of partici-
pation in all types of decision making in household affairs
inciuding choosing the number of children, control of family

finance, sharing household chores and so forth in the family.

Literacy ¢ In the context of the present study, literacy
was defined as the ability to both read and write in mother
tongue (Bengali).
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