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APPENDIX B

Open-ended Questionnaire for Emerging Adults
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Following are questions related to romantic relationships of emerging adults (people in
the ages between 18 years to 25 plus years) and the impact of these relationships on their
life. Please answer them based on your perception and attitudes towards these
relationships. Please write in as much detail as you can. This information will be used for

specific study related to Emerging Adults. Thank you in advance.

Jigisha Gala.
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What according to you is romantic love?
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What kind of behaviors, feelings and thoughts could be attributed to being
in “romantic relationship” with a person?
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How are these relationships different from other close relationships?
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Do you think that presently, there are more people getting involved in
romantic relationships? If yes, what reasons account for this change? If no,
please explain.
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In your opinion, is there a definite age/phase to have romantic relationships?
Why? ‘
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What is your opinion about people who are engaged in romantic
relationships?
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How important is commitment to marry in these relationships according to
you? Why?
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What does being ‘close to’/ ‘intimate with’, mean to you in the context of
romantic relationships?
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Do you think romantic relationships affects a person’s life in many ways? If
yes, how and why? If no, please explain/elaborate. (hint : positive /negative
outcomes)
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Do you feel that the impact of these relationships would be different for men
and women?
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Do you think, in the Indian context these relationships are different
compared to the West? Please elaborate.
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What are your concerns pertaining to individuals (youngsters) involved in
romantic relationships?
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Should emerging adults be provided with support from parents and other
community members? If so, what kind and how will it help them?
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What kind of social norms and attitudes will help individuals develop
healthy relationships with opposite-sex partners?
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“If a man / woman had all other qualities I desired, I would marry this
person even though I was not in love with him/her” (Agree/ disagree/
undecided) why? '
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“If love has completely disappeared from a marriage, I think it is probably
best for the couple to make a clean break and start new lives.”
Agree/disagree/ undecided)ywhy?
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Do you have many opposite-sex friends?
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What is your parents’ attitude towards opposite-sex friendships and
romantic relationships? What do you feel about it?
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Have you had experiences of getting attracted to someone and that someone
does not respond positively to you? If yes, how have you handled such
situations?
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Are you presently involved in a romantic relationship? If no, do you wish
that you had a romantic relationship? Why?
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Would you go for arranged marriage or marriage by self selection (love
marriage)?




