
Acknowledgements

I would like to express my profound gratitude to my guide Prof. C. 

encouragement and guidance right from the beginning of this work.

I wish to express my gratitude to The Dean. Faculty of Technology & Engineering, 

The M. S. University of Baroda and The Head, Applied Chemistry Department for 

providing required facilities to carry out my work. I express my gratitude to Prof. R. 

A. Sengupta, Head. Chemical Engineering Department for his help in some of the 

calculations and give me a better perspective of the w ork carried out.

I acknowledge the Department of Science & Technology, Government of India for 

providing Research fellowship for the whole duration of my project work. I thank 

Prof. L. S. Chamyal for the introducing me to the field of Geology and helping me in 

soil collection techniques. I also acknowledge CECRI, Karaikudi and Environmental 

Engineering Department, Faculty of Technology & Engineering, The M. S. University 

of Baroda for AAS analysis. I wish to acknowledge Dr. V. Rao. Metallurgy 

Department. Faculty of Technology & Engineering for SEM-EDS analysis.

I thank my seniors Dr. Indrajit shown. Dr. Rashmika Patel and Dr. Harindu Vyas and 

colleagues Santosh kumar, Vinod Bhoi. Gangadhar, Prachi Shah, Vaishali, Renu, 

Mayur, Gautham, Parimal for maintaining a very cordial and supportive environment 

during my research w'ork.

R. Murali

IV


