PREFACE

#owvenapeps roport with cruel fesguency the spieodes
of Burns in wvoman. The episods may be a ‘death by designt,
‘a ory for help'! from a suffering woman or & matter of
'shoer carelescsness'y the cutcoms ls squally grave in
torms of the physical and psychoe~soclial morbidity and
high mortality voeseulting Prom ths eplaondee,

A visit to the Burns ward in any gencral hospital
would stir a parson with human concorn looking at the
plight of womsn with Burns, Uhy dc women choocse to submit
to flemas? What L{s respunsible for the accident? Uhat
needa tc ba done to prevent thess untimely, unnatural
deaths and the misaries of physloe-paycho social morbie
ditivs in thoan who sugpvive the eplsodes?

Burns 12 s serious problem in terms of ite magnitude
and psychoeoglal conssquances, irrsepcctive of 1t being
homicidal, suicidal or accidantal In nature., The culturs
born symnteamatology, the prossure of social norme and
traditions, the sncioeeconomin status and the 1ifsentyle
of the victime of Burnc nust be studisd, for a rational

acticn plan to Pallou. Hanca thae study,

The presont work ie a rasult of guldance and motie

vation of several well uishers,



I takes éhia oppartunity to acknoulodae my gratie
tude to Orefajgopal, Or.tapsichom, Dr. Joshi of Operation
Rosporeh Group for their velusd guidence and holp in
the deslgn and analysis,

My aincops thanks ars dus to Prof.P.f.Trived}, Head
of tho Doparfmant of Supgery and Suporintandent of the
SeSebeHospital for pormission to conduct tho abtudy snd
Dr.larash Mohts, Or,Bhasker Vyas, DreS.8.Shorma and
othors for quidancs in Pinalising modical asaeste\a? the
enquisys I sm alsoc thankful to the subjocts uho have

shared valyable information For tho study,

DreR«Medhala, the forsnsic expexrt and aukhor of
soveral booke on the subjoct has provided guidance and
litoraturs on the medicoelsgal asopects and has shalraed
my seminars an the subject with other exports wiz.
Prof.flehar Nanavatty, ProP, Shankar Pathally Dr.G.R«Sudams
and Dr.Bharatl Desai, 1 an grateful to all of them for

the painstaking exexrcist.

Thanks are duo to KumeSaroj§ Halbe, Kum. Sadhena
Adhikari and Hum. Aupends Shah for helping me in data
colleation. My Priends and family membsrs have holpsd
me agoinset all personsl inconvoniences, My sincere

thanke to all of thome



Peof, Dr.indira Patel, Head, Department of Soclal
Uork and my passarch quide who use also my tsacher and
gulds parliesr hes shown lmmense Faith and patience all
through tho study and has pprovided valusble guldance
and motivation. I owe a dosp sonoe of gratitude to hex

and ¢xproes my'ptnfaund thanka

Thanks ape oleo dus to Prof, Hifl.Rojyagueu, Dean,
Faculty of Social bozk, Mr.K.f.Sharoa, the then Head
of the dopartment and all of my other colleagues for

thair ancouragement,
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