CHAPTER -~ I1

PERSON~IN THE SITUATION ¢ PROFILE OF THE RESPONDENTS

The ultimate goal of social uork reaearcﬁ in most
cases la the consumption for ssrvice to humanity. The forse
golng chaptora haye in different ways estahlished the noed
for prevention of Burna to roduce the high mortality =
morbidity with the consequent sufforings of those uwho
syffer Burns, in torms of upset in the 'soclo-otasis’ = tho

disturbance in the paychosccial functioning,

The soclio=~@economic profile thus, bocomee the next aim
of discussion on the problem of Burns, This can alss help
in charting out tho profils of the ‘woman ot riek! from the

gonaral population for affeetive action,.

The concepte of pursoneinesituation (GCestalt) and the
one on psychowsonial functioning (Hollis, 1972:10«18) explain
intoreraelations betusen the individusl and his/her environe
mant which is made up of many variaebles like concreis
roalitisae, valuss and norms in refarsnce to ethnlc, rolie
gious and other poor groups. The life style of an individual,
is yet anothsr resultant of interaction of number of

social, sconomic and emotiomal factors.

1t would ho thus relovant to examine the atatus of
subjects (N«103) who survived ths Burns spisode and could

communicats thelr feelings,
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HABITATs

The place of prosidenca is ane of thes important factors
in understeanding tho dynamics of Burns in vieu of the fact
that ths habitot suggests to a grost extent the wvay of 1ife,
The knouwledgs and the uss of modarn godgets, tha housing
agrangements and the types of fuel used to some extent,
could be influenced by the urbon or rural way of 1life, It
would be interssting teo see this in referonce to the group

undar atudy,
TABLE ~ 1

Distribution with rofersnce tc Habitat (N«103)

Habitat Frequangy Parcentaps
Urban 44 43
flural 59 57
Total 103 100

The data virtually raflocts higher incidonce in women from
rural apsas. A look at the csnsus proporéion (1981 in Baroda
District) presants the ratio of rural to uyrban women as of
7:4 and the same for Gujarat total 12 11:5. A revieu of

the sctual data show: a rolatively higher proportion of

cases from Urhan aress in comparison to the census distrie

bution. This however cannot be signiflcant in visw of the
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fact that many casss from rpural arsas might have expired
on way wvhile the uyrhan have a guicker access to ths hosw
pital facilitiss, Proximity of sorvices may be ono of the
tfactors that contribute to tho higher urban intoke at
hospltal, The promptness in arranging fox treatment is

determined by meny other footors alonguwith the distance.

TAOLE - 11
Distributinn with raforsnce to Reliagion (N-103

Raligion Fregquency Parpentage
Hindu as 85
fus)im 14 14
Christion o1 a1
Total 103 108

The importance of religlous faith as a Pactor rolevent in
understanding the sociel behaviour le well sstahblishsd, As
one unit of the uider coﬁcapt of culture 4t has a bsaring
on the person's customs, beliefs and conseguently hoalth,
Cultural factors (Park and Park, 1983368) in haaith and
disenss have draun attention of fedical Scionticts and
Sociologlats. These factors are deaply invoelved in matters
of personal hygiene, nuirition, Pamily planning... & todal
way of life,



Eight out af svery ten on tho sample are Hindus,
Importance of male issues for salvation and mala dominated
family function cen be soms of the lssuss® contributing to
the eopisndes of burns in gasss having no children or no

male children, as seon later,

Fourtesn peroont of the samples are fuslime. It would
be interesting to esoc how, the saeclo«oconomic conditions
and polygamy are soma of the factors that lead to the

episode which seak attention in later discussione.

TABLE - 11%

gt ution with roference +o {asts e}

Sralo, Casto Frequency Paroantage

1. High Caste 26 27
2, Middle Caste 19 18
3. Lou Caste (SC/ST) a1 4n
4, Other than Hindus 15 15

Total 103 100

Much has boen sald about ths castse system in India - a
complex systom of social etratification. It has undoargane
socme change from the ascriptlve social stratification of
tha traditional sooiety to the prosent (so ¢alled) liberal
outlooks The changs brought about by sgcial legislation

would romain on papar unless accompanied by chsnges in the

41
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sttitudos and valuss of peapls. Conseguently 'caste doas
influence (Kohn, 19595337-351) its members by virtus of
enjoying (or sufforing) different conditions of Lifst,

Forty six percent of the subjects amonget the Hindus
balong to low caste (SC/5T), tho poar socioweconomic
conditions, poor, segrogated housing with poor watsyr suiply,
ara some of the factors to bo considersd in undsrstonding

the managemsnt of apisode of Burns,

It 48 a stronge aopect to notu that almost ane third
of the group helongs to High Caste Hindus, Uhat factora
contributed in leading them to Burn injuries? Is it tho
family conflict rosulting from tho changing atatus of womsen
or le it the very tHigh' atatus itself that has not allowsd
vantilation of feclings, lsading to suffoecation and harnm

to salf, 18 to be examinad,
AGE:

Inspite of the Pact that 'Age' is mors a myth than a
reality in India, (dus to confinamvat at home, lack of
proper documentation and lack of auwareness of importance of
ragiastration of birth due &5 poor SES), age does remain
an inportsnt veriable to have en influence on the patient
in terms of the genesis as well as the conBwgquonces of Burns,
Age is ona of the factors that has bsaring on the status
and role performance of uoman in the family system. Irrose

poctive of marrlage, the women form a contyibutory unit teo
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the family in terms of undertaking the charge of household
work, The child besring as vell aa the potential candidoture
for marriage market make women's health as a family stake
and naturally age will haue a heoring hero. It would be

intermeting to ssa the plcoture of the group under atudy,

TABLE - IV

Distribution with retarence to Age (N=103)

Age in yoars Frequancy Parcantoge
19 or lase 17 16
20 - 29 40 47
30 - 39 24 23
40 or more 14 14
Total 183 1080

1t is shocking to sea thet approximately ssven out of
guery ten belong to the age group of tusnity to thirtyone
which is the most crucial poariod in a womsn?s 1ife, Two out
of svory three casss in this group are again affected in
the prime of youth tusnty to tuentynine, This phanamenon
visued in light of a sgcoial problem intensifies ite gravity
86 Burns {8 qgth A cauyse es wall ac a coengequence of a

social problem,
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Uhy does a young woman submit herself to flames
swhother wilfully or otheruiee should he a mattor of groat
concern. that doas this illneas - oplacds msan to her
and hou would 1t affect her can be exploined {n thres
major theals, The cases of Prank accidents could bs cttrie
buted tn & very obvious issue that women 4{n tuenty to
tusntynine age group ususlly shouldar woaponsibilities in
the kitchen and hence have & palatively higher risk of

running into flames than when in othar ags groups.

This ags group again re resents the young and the
neuly mareied, And mors than fifty percent of tho cases in
this ago qroup have age younger than tusnty four ysars,

Does this have any relevance to their marrlage? ls this
eplonde a frank accident or is one doshsd by a wilful neglie
gence or even a committed sulcide or sven if rare, @ design
for homicide, would require a probe inte many other

varishles (seon later).

This hunch rsgarding other than aceidontal factore can
ba supportad by a look et the youngast aroup = girls in
the lata teena, It is tho moat droamy period of life whers
tha airl ie expacted to bho bubbling with gusto of physical
anergy and full of hopes for future. Uhat hae promptod her
to bhe victim of Durns } What is at the root of a frank

aocident or an atbtompted sulclide? 1Is 1t a mattsr of carelessnsss
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dus to day dreaming or ie it related to problens ouning
to lack of say iIn matters of marriage? UWhat doess this
spisoda moean to her in terms of 'sacondary gafns'?
Sgveral issues of this order could be eoastabliashed in the

later part.

The numbher of subjocts rsaching ths sonior citizona?
age is aleo no lass, Six out of eyepy ten have alroady
entered the fiftiss in the last age group,s Ffany quostions
that bother 8 congderned spquirar, 89 to wvhothar thaess
women had atill to drag on in the kitchen chores or was
thu epianda an emotional scene in reforence to their
menopause? The answers cauld contribuke in underctending

the dynamios of Burns.

MARITAL STATUSS

Entronce to the stote of matrimony and marriage ac a
social institution (Singh, 1972:68) both have a special
sionificoncs in Indian Culture espeacially in case of women,
The changing etatus of uwoman (Kapur, 1572:51) in aqur
society In terms of education, economic independsnoe and
partnership in femily decision making, cannot undsroine
the existing vulnerability, The problem of women both &n
and out of matrimony etill claims ettenticn of uvoman welw
fars servines, The constitytional rights and soms protective
measurss do not ruls out the lock af socistal and to

some extant logal recognition {I.T. Act).
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The revisw of literature also depicte marriages ae
one aof ths important fectore in the Yrisk profile' of uoman.

The pictura in reference to group under study ie as follaoves

TAGLE = U
tio rpforance to farital Ststys (Ne
Sralio, Marital Stotus ‘ Frequency  Perceritage

1. Never married 1 18
2. married 81 78
I Uidound 4 4
4, Divorced/Separatad

Total 103 100

Majority of tha pationts, @ eight out of svory ton fall
in the *Marrled' group, Morriage in Indian socieiy makos
various demands on the social and smotionsl *payche’ of
womens In most cases, it is entry in ox communion uith a
now family syetom alonguith participation in suffaring thas
sconomic strosses, Aptly described by Mra.X « "inspite of
being the heast of burdsn {n his family, my husbhband ahous
goft corner for my aistersin=lous I have no status here',
Number of othor coses hava shoun conflicts with mother=ine
lau snd eister-in~lauw as ths pradisposing conditions of
Bufno epleodes (elaborated later), Unquestioned suffering

of economic stross couplod with dominance of 'In~laust! is
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what marpiags has offored to many eubjects,

Problems in childehearing offera other perspectiva,
Not hoving an 1ssue, eepecially a male losue, raosults into
conflicts with tho women as described by fra.yY = "I am of
no use to thoms Thay can't throuw me out so they pick at ma
for everything, Pinolly lsading to conflicts®, It is
appropriate &0 note that from the marrled groupy nine out
of svery ten had argangsed msrriaeges, only in three caass
thare wvas choice with family approval end only in one case,

it wan cholce againet the Pamily decision,

In threo out of the four cases of wldows, all in
highar age groups, have shoun "feslings of being a burden®
to the family.The rejoction and lonaliness have sxtonded to
foars, porsascutions in onoc casa, Whether 1s it the lsck of
aconomic independance or a prolonged syndromg of menopouss
can be establishad lotor, The lmportant lassue remains tﬁa

ory for sttention.

Tho cases of 'nover morried! group clubs the issues of
lask of say in marriage metters as in case of Miss A uhose
atep mothar Porced har te marpy ancther man refuting 'Atat
feelinge for somsons slse, In another case, of frank accident

with grief « "Uho would marry hor after this?"®

The central fssue in all catogories projects marriage
as a tool of social sanction for existence uwhares the

tindividual! in woman is less important than the wife or
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daughter«in=lau,

The forsgoing description has projected to an oxtont,
ths vulnerchility of women. that fo 1t that contributes to
the vulnerability? A look at the 5¢L.5. indicotors would bs
worthuhils:

Socio=toonomic Statusi

Obsarvations (Pork, 18983:3174) thot health and discage
are not egually distributod in soclal clasces hava basn
raportsd for over a contury, Health 1o nou described
(Djurtreldt, 19801208-62) as a "natupal reality, not only
gocially defined but socially produced,,. Nature end culturse
baing dislectically intorrelated through activitiss of man,
and the material conditions of hoalth aro detsrmined by the
infra and supurctructural foctors (values, boliafs, norms)t,
Conssguently, it would bs rulovant to know which of the
tactors have a major shara in tho condition of diseass (hera
Burna) in order %o decide priorities in ecticn i.0. change

in haalth policios or hoalth sducation? Hence tho probwes

JABLE VI
$steibu W afapsn £ By 8 f Education (Ne
SreNa. Category Fragueneay Percantage
1. Illiterate 60 58
29 Upto Pyimary 08 o8
3. Stds V to IX 22 21
4, S«SaCe/Ha34Ca 12 12
S G:‘Qﬁuatiﬁﬂ/pt Go 04 (13 ]

Total 103 1680
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It 48 sean that six out of avery ten cesas sps {llie
tarate, have no easy accees to printsed medis and correct
health fnformation (Park ond Park, 1983:127) eepecially for

monagement of Burne,

Education, again related to income and life siyle can
axplain the vulnerability of the group to economic doprivas
tions, impronor 1life style and soolio«omoiional probloms

gerarated from the strona,

Amongst thirtean casas, raelatively bettor sducoted,
moro than oixty percent had history of pure accidents due¢ to
lack of awaroness of propor life siyle, This highlighta the
neod for education for eafer lifs estyle. The rest forty percent
had prohlems a8 a backdrop to the accident « uith suspicion
of suicide. The marrisd amongst thom (HeS5) had problema like
suspactod sterility, infldelity of hushand snd ssvore
sconomic streas as contributing factars, that is the accupaw

tional and economic status of thesoc casaes, is the naxt issuet

YADLE V1%
on W gfarsnco o occuns ﬁp -
Sr.No. Catogory froquaency  Percentage
Te Not working 87 85
2. tJorking 16 15

Total 103 100
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It is shocking to sas that eight out of evory ten have
no parsonal sconomic contribution to the family systeme Tha
wvorking women (Fifteon parcant of tha total) are engzgod in

salf-onployment or jobe as those of psons, houss maldse

i
1

The personal incomg of the sarning women doas ast range
higher than Re.200/= par menth, all the same tho anount nakes
a4 sizable contribution toc the family income uvhich in ftself
is oot very high. The offect of the sconomic indepondenca is
gsean in better monagement of the Bumn apisades (disoussed

later),

TABLE VI1]

SreNoa Category fFrequency Pesrcontage

1 R, 1~ 200 23 22
24 Re. 201 « 400 - 43 42
e Ro. 40% - 500 14 13
4, He, 60Y -~ 808 66 57
8. As. 801 = 1000 09 09
6. Re. 1001 or mozn 08 os

Total 103 100

The econonmic strecs sxporiencad by victims 18 obvious
from the dats, Morn than eixty pagcent of cases fall in the

low incoms gyoups, Coupled with status of occupation and
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education (Kuppusuamy, 1962) it leads to the low & s&ﬂﬁfE}ﬁa\
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episodes, lrrespoctive of the fact, wvhether or ot, the iﬁvf‘;

doprivations give then the feoling of lass and strall
view of the moagpe sxpectations held by those groups
{Kulkarni, 1979168), the consoquencss of poor standard of

life aore chvicus,

The condition of the middlewcless group {ons ou: of
avory five) can be sunmed up in wopds of Kulkarni (1976:67)
"They ape probably more miseraeble as they cannot stratch
their moagre lncoms to koop a cultural facade and to cope
with thalr cocisl obligationa', The omotional stress coupled
. uith the economic one stands as one of the Pactors c&aating

conditions conducive teo Lurns.

TABLE 1IX

Distribution with rofsrence ko pss eag1§a Family Income {N=133)

ST«NOw tategory | fFroquency Percen@agé
KR s 1 = 50 29 28
2e . &1 « 100 42 41
e . fex 101 or more 32 31

Total} 103 {00
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The peropoctive division of Planning Commission
(Park and park, 1983:76) has laid down naticnal minimum
of Rupess tuwenty peyr hoad per month at 1960=61 prices, At

present price it would mean ong hundred and eight times more,

The picture of the group undsr study shous ovary
third case living olosa to povsrity line, Fifty percaat of
thaen ars below the poverty line, while mope then forty
percent of ths group in catagory two also romain close fo
the lgpgey incomees The last group ranging from Rupses one
hwundred one 4o Rupsss four hundred includes ong third of
the total number of cases. Economic stotus atands aut as
ong of the predominant factors contributing to conditions

ponducive f0 bhurnde

Typs ond Size af the familys

The importence of family as a sociel institution that
providas stabhility and continuity in the changing times is
woll established, The changs From the jJoint family 50 tho
nuclear one has hesn accopted under tho table of "Family
in trensition'. The sxact definition -« qualification of
the eituation of changs as well as the units (Joint/
nucloar) hos still been an issuo debated by expsris (Kuikerni,
1583288, Ramanuj, 1972822, Acharya, 19833:89). Genesis,
managemant ond rehabilitstion has been howsver accaepted

by both the Madical and Social Work experts,



TABLE X

Distribution with refszonco to the size end.tyne of family (Ne103)

Sp.MNo. 8ize Nuclsar Joint Total
F % F 4 F %
1 1 « 4 nembers 45 60 6 22 5% 49
2s 5 = B mombers 30 40 11 39 41 40
3 2 ar moro ’ - - 11 39 11 11

Tatal 78 100 28 100 03 100

floke than soventy percent of the subjects hall from
nuclear familios, Sixty poscent of them have an ideal fomdily

size and forty percont are urhen based,

Das out of ovory Pour hails from jolnt family of uhlich
more than sixty mérasnt balong to rural aroas with the
avorage family size being obviously large. In what uay do

thoae differences sontrihuto o the prohlem and at what stdge?

la tho joint family o gorminating ground for inbepe
paraonal conflicte? or thet it provides the much vlaimad
protection through better management? that makos the unltapy
familiss more prone to burns? Does it have any reletion
with the phyeical facilitics and the life stylo can be

naxt lssuoe Ffor the proboy
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Housing Facilitioss

"Housing is a part of the total environmant of man and
being, 2 part to soms oxtent responsible for the status of
men's health® (Park and Parky 19831184)s Accldento and peychow
socisl sffects have besn tuo of the indicators that cshouw
ntiang rolationship betwscon poor housing and i1l haalth,
Bopardiker (1967:343) quotos expert commitiee « WHe0,
recommending six criteria for healthful housings It highlights
physical protectionay, adequacy for cooking and othor functionas,
freodom from unsafe arrangenente and oncouragement to soclal
relationships and thereby. promotos mental healths An inquiry

Inta tho stetus of housing is imporative,

Structuret
The ratio of tho housing onjoyed (or aufforsd) by the

subjscts 4in termo of strusturs fs RCCIMud brickes Hutmente
i 31335, Firty oercont of the subjects who live in hutmonts
obviouoly are dovold of use of slectricity in thair houss
bullt with inflammable motsrialay The construction doss

not provide protaction Prom uindy; rodonts and cate posing

dangers of toppling of tin lamps in the crouded housshold,
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TABLE X1

Distribution with refaorence to Status of Posssssion end Size

af the MHousg (R=103)

S¢s  Cataegory Fraqusncy Numbor of Rooms

Noe .
Status of Una Two Three or Total %
posssasion flora

1s Qun 16 19 18 53 51

24 Rented 22 11 8 38 a7

Se gthers 12 - - 12 12
Total 50(43) 30(29) 23(22) 103 100

It is shooking %o sse that ong cut of every tuo

subjects have a houss of only one racm including kitchen,

and the same numbpg liualin ronted or unauthorised structure

not leaving ouch scope for permanent safety construction.

Tha rast of the group haé a folr dogres of freadom in spaca

as usll os authority Por constructional changos.

Hou does ono explain the epicodes in thoe rolatively

battor-off group, that foectors besides ignoronce of saferx

1ife stylo contribute to conditiono conducive ta Burnd?

3
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Livic Amonitiess

The nesd for clsan, sdequate, casily availablo wvater,
toilot Pacilities and draimoge is well scoaptod far hoalthe
ful living,

TABLE XII
tribution wi aforsnce to Gt and T acil B
(n=103)
Sr. Tellet facilitios Water Supply Total Porcentage
Op
Private Public
1. Individual 28 5 34 b &
2. Shaped 1 8 9 8
3. Public - 12 12 12
4. Nil 1 47 AB 46

Total 3 72 103 100

Tho date clesrly reveal the substandard civic amonitiews
anjoyad by subjects. Soventy parcent of the aubjectaﬁhaua to
depend on public water supply, Over populations industrializaw-
tion, urbanization, the most common culprits, explain for the
tine wastesd on watsr &aps 1in urban arcas and tho distence in
rural areas.

Six out of svery ten suffor ths uce of public lavotories

or cover long distances to prowarvc thoir privacy in phyeiological

functions. Acconmodation of timo factor 2lgo reaults into
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unhealthy modifications in howsl cycles. The rosultant,
cumulstive mental eiress can be ono of the Pactors that

explain the vulnerability of ths burns victims.

Life=stylo:
Tha word/concopt 'lifoe-stylol as reforred o in this
study moans a composite of varlous aspsctef/uays of life

which hselp/hamper safety Prom burn injuries,

The raeview of literature has ostablished beyond doubt
(dha, 1980a:8) that uomon ays wors prone to Burns than men,
the sax difference hrought into sharper focus in agse group
15 = 44 ysars, uhere burns is almost ontirely o vomants
nroblem®, Ninaty porcent of tha cases (Jha, 1975b18) wers
inflicted at homs (Kitchen) =« the singls prodominant cause
in women was clothea catching fire, sighty percent of them
dug to Koroscne stoves soventy six percent of the cases

labelled as acoidants®?,

The avaluation of thoe status aof 'lifsestyle’ uwas
based on the Pollowing indicatorss

+ Usa of Kitchend exclusive/multipurpoes

« Cooking ons Platforn/Flooz

« Ganeral arvangemont {clothes line, mattresses, food
storags )t safef/vulnorable to accidents

Typs of fueli aafe/unsafas

L 3

+ Type of illlumination: Electricity/nthers
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« Tin lamps: Fixed on wall/othervise
« Material and styls of dreset Safe/Unsafs
+ Use of Pressure Cookerst Safae/Unsafe

» Use of pair of tongod Yes/No.

It has hesn establishad that the risk of burn injurice
could be considersbly roducsd (othar Pactors being controlled)

by taking care of the factors mentioned asbove, Honoe

ths probe,
TABLE X111
34 On W sfagenc [} g of t e
Sr., Use of Kitchen Place of Cooking
flo.
Platform Floor Total Percentags
1. Exclusively for 8 28 as 32
cooking
2, Multipurposs 2 68 70 68
Total 7 26 103 160

The data reveal the poor status of *lifs stylal' in
raferonce to the use of kitchsn, Hot sven five percent of the
subjoects adopt completely safer«life style, Nine out of
svery ten subjacts uss floor for cooking of vhich saventy
parcant maks 8 multipurposs use of the kitchen., Evan a slight

mental preoccupaticn can victimlizo thse person unauvares,
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Arrangemants

Clothes«lines hanging over tha 'Chulhawstouva' pose
a potential danger. The food storage right ahove cooking
place is anothsr harard, Based on the sxperiencee shayed
by the subjects it vas noted that in epproximatsly assven

out of ten casss the agspangamanta had scope for modificaticn,

JASLE X1V
istribution it aference to Fuel used 30 Newl
Srsflo. Type of fFuel Number uof usore Porcentaga
1s Karosane 66 64
2e Coudung Cake UWood 3z 31
. % Gas
4, Coal

#* Responses ara not mutuslly exclusive: percentages shou

relativo status

The respones to a multiple choics revesl the zolative
status of differsnt tyones of fuale used. S5ix out of eusyy
ten subjects uea Kerosone through pressure atoves. Herpo,
besidas the highly inflommable, pilfiorable Pluid the poox
quality ond meintonance of stoves alass play their part.
Krichno pasrur (1981:4) attrdibutsa the accldents te "pood

and negligent servicing, inadequate safety instructions,
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manufacturing compromises, incorrect industrial policies
and market compulsiona®, Consumer education for 'The right
to safety! thus projects itsslf as e vital sgpea for social

wark intexvention,

Ona third of the subjects suscumb to Piravood spisodes,
Practice of pouring kerosane on half-lit cowdung zokes
have resulted in some cases, burning of louwsr abdomen
ersating norhidity in reproductive system and finally

ptoblams in marpiage.

Iype of Iliuminations

TABLE XV
stribution forsnce g of lliymine g
Srefo. Illuminetion * Fraquency  Porcentags
1. Electricity 44 43
2, ther than Elocteicity 89 87
Total 103. 100

i1t 1a & sad fact to note thet moxse than Pifty psrcent
do not ayail ot slectricity and uac fonus, Tin lamp as
altarnatives, Every fourth subjeckt has heen & victia due
te Tin lamp (Khadia). Tho Khadia is o small lemp made out of
cigeirette tins and is locssly kept on shalvos, thrasholde,
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usod as a night lanp as well, The viclous cirole aof largs
family, less aducation, poor income lpada to substandaxd
housing. The i{nflammable construction material (hutmonts)

and the design hardly offex any protsction sgainst hazogds,

Sacial wvork intervention has a scopo for sducation prow
grammes} for people or for policy makero? This remains a

quasetion herd to answsr §

Uss pf Pressurs Cookeras

The ratlo of thoss who ues pressurs cooksrs to thosa
who do not is 119 end none of the subjects hove incurred
burne duye to the use of pressurs cookers. Thera 1s no caasg
which focusses tho naed of attention to this arsas The
trond of prosenting prassurs cgookers and similaor godpste o8
festival bonus 19 increosing in industriea. Within one uwaeek
of the gift day there wsyse 8o mony cesss of minor {8ave no
major) accidents in @ local industry, ®& aspesciol education
programma had $o be organized to educate the workeys for

proper u8e of a prossure gooker,

Use of Pair of Tongss

Spalds due to hot liguids wvseupally rosult from impropar
handling of hot vsasals, Use of loose end of & ssreo and
that of pleces of paper in aboonco of the poalr of tongs,

have resulted into many accidonts, Thrse out of Four coses
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on ths samplo do not use a palr of tongs. The previous
discusalon has made on affort to understand the lifs
style of tho subjects in light of their socis-economic
profile,

The Sonial Environmentt

The foresgoing discussion has attompted a probe into
the individual background of thes oubjoets, thsir sogiom
sconomic profile, the housing comditions and the genoral
lifowntylo. Thies section attompts €o go a stap further
by exploring intg tho sociol aspacts of anvironmant and

its yreolation to the 'porson?,

The conespt of esociel functioning (Hollle, 1972b:18)
boautifully explaina itselt os the 'intorplay betwsen ths
social snvironment and the individual, The environmont
consiste not only of the concrate realitiss such as food,
cleathing, sholter, medical cars, smploymont, physiceal
aofaty, recreation and edugatlionsl facliities but nlsc the
sociopeychalogical rsalitice expresoed through interporsonsal
relationshipet, The other major contribution being the
Individuclts parsonality.

The concapt of a prohlem (2inkus & fifnashon, 19773104)
can be scen as conotituting @ clustor of three reloted partes
- %4, Tho socisl situation, 2. People uho ars svaluating the

condition, 3. Thc reasons and baole for their evaluation®,
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The concupt of a psychosocial problem (Pearlman,
1957125, Roborts & Nea, 197211468) highlights the issus ae
being a stressful situation, beyond tha cepaclity of the
person to copa, It fs a disturbance in his/har current
functioning,;has both subjective and chjisctive realities
and $8 @ *liue’ causo for smergoncs of other probloms,

The triangle (Hollis, 1972d123) of *unmet infantile needs,
faulty ego=suyparego functioning and current lifc prassuras®

ie yet another porspective to axplain the problems,

It ie thus apprapriote to examine tho subjects, the
victime of burns in vefaorsnce to the probleme faced in life
as sxpresead hy thoms Inspite of the issue being subjective
in nature, it i importont to explore, considering that
"Feslinge ars facts® and they form one of the major gontrie
buting factors In understonding the issuss prodisposing an

apiaoda of burns,

The analysis of the naturs of tho problems, intoerpersonal
rolotionahins and status of ssatisfaction with preeent life
cam therow licht on the dynamice of the persen-sltuation
(Cestalt), 1t may discloss the 'Pointsof Reverberationt
(Robarts and Heo, 1970b262) within thas syatem which if
changed, aro especially likely to bring furthee change in -
the totality?



64

A probe into the magnitude {intensity) and the quality

of the problem ie of relevancs, An honest aduission be nads

here that the complexity of a problem situation makes it

difficult to quentify in order to pinpoint wvhat aspect of

the nultiferious problem has contributed to the precipie

tation of the episcde, A look into the quantum of the problems

laading to those affacting the maxisum momber of subjocts

1s wopthuhile, The following toble revaal the datag

TAOLE XUI

Disteibution with rafersnca to the numbey of problems faesd by

the subjscts (Ne103)

Sys fumber of Rural Urhan Total
No. Problems (=59) {(Nwds) («103)
F 9 F pid F %
1, Hil 13 22 8 18 2% 20
24 Ong 33 58 28 64 61 60
3. Dore than one 13 22 08 18 Z1 20
Total 595 100 44 100 103 100

Ons out of every Pive subjects has atatad that no

problem is hothering hsr while four out of svery Pive face

one or more prohloms. Tha review of litoraturo (Chapter 1)



has revealsd varisd problems (Economic, Sccial, Psalth
rolatad and othops) as predisposing factore to Burns, the
typas of opisaodes being sulcidal, homicidal or accidental

in natute,

WUhat are tho charegteristics of thess women who face
no problems? Uhat could ho the predisposing caves to lead
_tham to the spisode of burnd? fora thon sixbty percent of
womon with no problems belong to rural avxeas. The ratio of
marrisd to unmparerisd emongst tham is 94, uhile the same in
aight urban subjscts is 513, If no pressing stress Pactor ie
visualised, what ie ths nature of eplscde in reference to the
no problent group? Mose than ninety pergent of tho pural
woman with no problem had a ?frank acoident' while in ons
aaué it vas 'tension releted accident. The pilctusa in
urban subdects diffors where tho *tonsion relatod accident?
sonatituktas tuentyfive npercent of the Yno problen' cacea,
Further refloctions on the same can be sasn later. An
important Pact to note is that oighty fivs percent of the
total *no problem' coses axe of frank scoldants the ratio

of marrisd to unmarcied horo is 2¢%,

Sixty percent of cases heve ons major problem uhile
ang out of svery five have mors than one probleoms {ranging

Prom tuwo $o six) facing them.
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What ie the noture of the problems faced by the

66

subjects? Is it sconomic, related &o interpsrsonsl relatione,

phyaical/mental health or thoso that refer to traditions

and norma? It is difficult to pinpoint a singls, isoletsd

problem in vigu of tha complex,; multifarious fabric of

problems sven in coges of subjects facing only ore nreblem,

Tha quantified analysis is basad on the importenco glven

to tho same by the subjocis is prosented in the noxt table,

TAGLE XV1I

Distribution with raference to ths number of problams facad by

the subjscts *(N~103)

5re Number of Ruzal Urban Total

No, Probleas (N=58) (n=d4) (n=103)

F 9 F % F %

1. NI 13 62 8 35 21 100
22 18 20

2, One a3 54 28 48 61 109
56 64 60

3. More than one 13 62 a8 38 21 100
22 18 20

Total 59 100 44 100 103 100

* 1, Remponses ape not mutudtlly exclusive,
2. Percontagee vorked “separately for Rural/Urban/Total
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R probs into the problesms faced by subjsciks hrings
to notice that most of the subjects face sponomic stresa,
Tha reference to cuprent issues of the menace of doury
a8 a problem has baen surprisingly missing (discussed
later), It ie difficult to projoct anything on ths issus
in visw of tha bias in the samplo, The group under study
comprises only of the subjects who survived to respond to
the ingquiry. '0asd man tell no talos' hence it 1s possible
that many of the ninety Four csees uho passad avay immediately
and the tusntyfive who absconded against modical advice had
important data with them. Another resesarch only csn ansusr

the gueation,

The eoonomic strcee exprassaed by ths subject can be
explainad in tormg of income,. Fifty percent of the subiects
have a large fomily of fives or mopo menmbers, tuonty percent
of them having nine or more memhers, while sixty four poroent
af the subjects have monthly income of leas than Aupses
faur hundped, It is a sad realify to nots that mecting of
the tuo ends should form one of the major predisposing foctors
lsading to bhurns inspite uf ths fapt that Fifiesn percant

of the subjacts ecntrihuéﬁ to or eapn for the famlly inocome,

Intetggruanal rolationst

Strained interporsonal rolatlions in case of mapried

subjocts; includse iscuse having conflicts with motherw=in-law,
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sistor=in=lauw and hushands: The lack of say in mattsrs of
marpiage has beon aanother agsa of concern, Conflicts of
senior woman dopendent on son pesulting into conflicts with
daughter=inelaw highlight & differont dimension in strained

intorpersonsl relations,

A further probe ints the subjacts with psychosocial
problems ralated to atrained relationships reveals that
more than aixty percent of rural subjects in this category
have tension rolated accident, attemptod suicide or suspected
suicido as the backdrop of the spieode (discusssd lator).

A aimilar dota for the urban coses is aseysnty pexrcont,

Lack of Childrent

The mesning of having one’s ovun child Por a married
uoman in order toc justify her womanhood and tho status in
the family ie uwoll sstablished in many culturss around the
uorld, mors so in the Indion culture uhers the presentation
of a malo issue to the family is of yvital importence, The
male dominated culturs, women's economic dependency on men,
the assurance of salvation only through the after rights
performed by male child and stigme attached to depsndsncy
on daughtors in old age {(Kanyadan) all go to explain the

trend,

1t should Aot be susprieing that fifteen peresnt of the

totsl and @ ninstesn paxsent of the group of married, widousd



69

separated women hava 'not having an iesus or a8 mele issue!?
as a most disturbing problem. The problom here {3 8 complax
one colourad by hesalth problems of Infertility in uwonsn
coupled with sogial problems in interpersonal rzalations and

smotional nroblame of helplassnoess and lack of selfwuorth,

Four rural subjecte having no iscus have pracipitated
atress in tension prons accidents and suspested suicides in
aqual proportion, The five urbon countarparts have the samo
ia relation of 114, Not having a mele fasue in ono rural
subject has resulted into frank accident uhile from amongat
gix urban ccess 3 pasulisd into frank accidents, tuc in
attempted suicides, while one is suspectod suiclide as is
diacussed later, Utilization of modern medical sarvices
for problems of inwfertility ile impsrative, Higher status in
the family and salf=-actualization avenuse Por such women

can ba some of the areas for soclel work aktentions
Hgalths

The issuaa relating to ganersal haalth or lack of it
cover problems of savers ancemias, prolonged fever rosulting
into giddiness and falling on fire, The nilne subjscts
suffering from frank montal health anomalise include hyateria,
in four cases, two sach from urban &8nd rural areas, fFour

cases of Epilepsy include thres from rural and one from urban,
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One case of frank depi¥sseion from urban arsas complotea the
pictura. Cxeluding the coses discussed shovs, neny othey
cases show varying degres of enomalies on the continuum of
cental haalth graph ranging from integration to total dis-
intogration of porsonality. The scope of saoclal work intope

vantion (discussed later) is wida,
Doweyt

'Beride burning! and 'doury deathsat plaim great attention
in current professional ond paraprofessional literaturs,
A probe inte the faosymss ralated to dowry was done in the

form of tusual expactstions in merxicge'.

Technically Doury ie punishable whan it is negotiated
as o condition for the marviago. The other transaction go as
gooduill gifts or as a part of the custom, Inanite of the
afforts by aome of the statsa to plug the loopholaes Ln the
‘Ooury Prohibition Act, 1961 (Gangrade, 1978:257«260) by
making ths offancos cognlzabkle and none=bailable, the
offondere gtill avcil aof the opportunities to wscope the

punishment,

The rocent Dowry Prohibition (Amsndment) Bill, 71988,
ralees hopes Par bettor attentiocn to the problem, The
Minieter of State for Yomen and Child Developnent Mro.flargaret
flyals yords nromiss a bhrighter futurs Por tho potential
doury victims (The Times of India, Sugust 23, 198631).
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Acting az a spoksaman Pfor the Covernment, she indicabed

that Section 304(B) wae being added to tho Indian Ponol

Code to define a dowry dsath. Section 113(8) was being
added to the Indian Evidence Act to givo mors woightage

to @ suipide note by a couyrt of law, Theas, in offact, chift
the onus of proof of doury dsaéha an the hushand and his

family,

Tho atep taken towards legelisation of the status of
uoments uréanisations in doury casge and the structure
anvisaged composing of legal and paralsgal cells to deal
with complaints of victims of dowry will go 2 long usy in

the protestion end espancipetion of women,

TABLE XUI1l

ibutic th rofarones to Problan of Do 103
Sye Usual Expactation in Uehan Rural Total
No. marriage (cesh and
kind) £ 4 F ® F %
1. Yes 23 52 43 73 86 64
2. lio 21 48 16 27 37 36
Total 44 100 59 100 103 100

Data roveal that sixty four percaent of tha subjecte
accept some form of transaction as associated with marriege,

The urban-rural proportion in the same is approximately 112,



A further probe into tho same aped brouwght @o Lisht
tho frank admlssiono of tuonty five percent of ughan ond
PPty parcent of gural aubjaéis hoving prasfice of doury
in thalr aroups, This howovsy is onply indicative of tho
potentiols cosas of dowrys Tho study odolts inodoquooy in

this apog for vond of cuidonco.

Tho relatively smollor nunhbor of subjocts admikting
doury 49 o vsual proctice {Urhamt®, Nurali23) con beo soen
from o gifforant perspoctive. Ono of the Foctors asoocliated
with problems in doupy i tho coobke and csconomic stotus. In
tho 50/87/BC ond sosicmcconomicolly lowor clasoes, oven if
dowry ic practiszod ond the problome indlicskbod, the uayo of
rasslving tha cawme ape cimple; forthright ond mansged ad
tho lavol of coate loadorenhdos Iz 1o 4n the highor cogtas
and tho moro affluent groups that tho nonosuyvars through
nontal tarturs ond okhor proctices arc likely e contribuby
a major shore in leading the vietins &o epicodo of Buras,
Tho group under study, sompricing locgoly of lou soniow
acononic groupy oxplaing the relatively lous nupbor of

doury practicen and no ieoue of brido buralng.

A probo into tho sctucl phogononca of Suens form the

next stop of &he inquizy.
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