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CHAPTER IIX

BURNS ¢ EPISODE AND IMREDIATE MANAGEMENT

The previous discussion hea hrought into light a
glohal picture of the guneral charccteristics of the rose
pondonts in torms of thoir socioeconomic profile, thelr
11fe styla, tha status of interpersonal relstions and the
degrae of sctisfaction in their 1life. Ths phenomena of
burna 1o a composite affect of 8 vapiety of variables
acting an o parcsun, It would be appropriate, now, to probw
into the dynamige of the splsode in terms of the physical
agoociatae of the spisods, tha psychological and aoccial
companants that gesared the eplsnde to bs a frank accldant,
an attampted suicide oxr homicide, follousd by the ways of

immediate management and the clinlcal detalls of the case,

PHYSICAL ASDLCTS OF THE EPISODER

The rovisw of literature clesarly smphosizas on the
various activitisee in uhich the victim was involved as one
of tho major attributes in precipitating the episods of
burns. Chauraaia (1931c124)) Kulkarni (19815323)3 Sundarrajan
(1981122) have endorsed ths fact that majority of accidents,
especially in woman have token place in the kitehen and
while cooking, Bosrur (1981b122) has highlighted another

dimenaion of consumor safety endangered by substandard
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quality of cooking eguipments, including the prossuss
cooker and the pressurs stove. Tho loss prsvention assoe
ciation sunluyates the madia of cocking (Kerceens, wood,
coal and gom) In torme of safaty. It would be #alavent
nou Lo understand thae sltuatfon of the subject in rofee
rancey to the Pactors menticned ahown, The following table

provides the data,

TABLE XIX

Ois 1o wit {5 o fiajor Activ

time of Egéaoda

Sr.No. Major Activity Fraequancy Percentage
te Cooking, warming walsy etos % 73
Zs Other activitiss 28 27
Total 103 100

The datas c¢leaerly endorse the cbservation of othaes
studios in terms of the major actlvuity in wvhich the victims
ware involved hafore the eplsode, Approximataly thras gut of
evary four subjacts were involvod in activities like cooking,
and verming waser while the epicods took place. The rola of
women sapscially in Indlo explaing domestic vesponsibilitios



75

as an importent sapect of role parformance. It is natural
that kitchen and the cooking sctivitiee take the major
toll, irrespactive of tha nature of spisode discusesd
later., Tuantysavan parcent of ths subjects wore involved
in activities like preparing bed, sleaping, wvorking in
sonstruction labour and smoking. Hepsm, the agent of Hurns
include illuminating gadgats, electric ulres and ite like.
It wvould te appropriate to probe into the agents of Burna,
The naxt table reflesct the data,

TABLE XX
A) with rofe A
gr; Agents of Burns Frequency  Percantage
Oa
1. Pressure stove; Chulha, Sigri, 70 68
Tapani
2. Tin Lanp uith kerosons 23 22
3. DOthoerss Gos, Elactrical Uire, oto, 10 10
Total 103 100

It is sgon that in more than two thirde of the subjects
the major agent of the Ourn has baen tho pressuro stovo,
chulha and sigri. The prossure stove has baen rightly claimed
as a moat dengerous coocking gadget,. Tha substandard quality,
the poor meintenance and improper ways of using it lesad

to an gaplosione. It would be Aimportant to note beps that
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evan in casas of Prank or attampted sulcide the vulnarae
bility of tha pressurs stove in forging: the nature of

eplsode is conveniently misused,

The use of chulha uith its potential danger of cracking
of wood and spark 46 coupled by the impropar ways of pouring
kerassens for rokindling of the fire. The chulha being on
floor and uveually ueed in ruyal areas where the general
drossing is a lauaa‘saras offepr ready opportunity for
catching Pira espscially affecting abdomsn, genetsalia and
lowsr limbe. This may contributs to & seriss of future problema

in marrisgs, child bearing and consequent rojecticn.

/ Tin lamp (Khadis) has baen a most common modse of
$1llumination in abasonge of olescirigity, due to its low cost
and easy availability. The tin lamp is very light in weight
and the crude manufacture makes it vulnerable to be toppled
at the slightast jerk, spilling tho kerosens, Tha lacsely
kept tin lamp also used as a night lamp in the hutmonts,
is a raady targst for rataz and cots hoving a fras accees
in the sybatandagd housing utilized by ths golatively poor
subjects, Tuontytwo parcont of thse aubjecits have sufferxad
due te tin lampe.

The notyral gas is 8 boon &0 a houscwifs provided it le

used with utmost cors. The eafely measurss taken by the

cdvic authoritise in maintaining the piped goe alap hold
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an important plece. The negligent digoing operation by

the elivic authorities have rasyulted in firs envaloping

the adjscent houss and killing three psrsons of the
subjscts family. The yvofersnce to such a case is important,
inspite of the small numberg in view of a diffogant dim

menalon In prsvention of Burns.
A look into thoe variety of other sourcas of heat,

lauading to burns sre presented in the next tahle,

TABLE XX)

pistribution vith refgroncs Lo Scurce aof Hsat

Sr«Nos Sourco of Heat Fragquency Percentags
P Inflammable/Hot Liguid 8n 78
2, Upod, colls, cowdung 18 17
3. Goms, Elsctricity, otcs 08 as
Total 183 100

The source of heat in tho majority edghty percent of
the cases has bsen inflammable ligquid liks kerosens and
hot liguids like boiling watery tea and soups The imw
propar ways of handling utensils contributo to the spilling
and splashing of hot liquids rosulting into scalds,



This was trus In nine cases, In the rest of tho seventy
one casss, karosens was the causs of burns dus to
accidonts or wilful actien, The single casa of slsotiric
shock victimised & working woman - a construction

labourer, indigate yet another area for preventive action,

PRECIPITATING EVENTY

Physical aspects of the spisode of hurns ape 1mpn£~
tant indicators Iin understanding tho phenomona, Similarly,
poaychosocial aspacte alss play an esquelly importent role
in precipitation of the gpleode; more gso uhan the naturs
of eplspde has indication of holng Prank or attemptsed
sulcide or homicide, Factors liks the tima of eplende,
atypical significanca of the day, the vulnerability of the
mond of ths suhkject, prouvide help in understending the

nature of tha splsode,

The tims of ealisode f¢ an important variable in
ostablishing the characker of the eplsode and psrhapa
tho motive,

I8gLE xxil

Distribution with roforence to Time of Episode

SreNo. Timo of Eplsods fraguency  Parcentage
1¢ 6.00 A, M to 12,00 Noon 3% 30
2; 12#99 Noon to 6,00 F’ch 31 30
3 6,00 Pele Lo 12,00 PMidnight 32 31
4y 12,00 Midnight to 6.00 A.Me g9 09

Total 103 100
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The apan of the 24 hours ¢an be visuad in diffarent
hlocks. In Indian conditions s housswife may be oxpected
to be preaoccupied in keeping the deadlines of time
schodula of the housshold chores. Aa nanticmed in the
previous chapter, wastage of time and tension dus to fne
adequats uster and toilet facilities add te the streass,
makimy the aubjsct vulnerable to sccidents.

The table depicts an agual distributicn of casss
bstween the period of 6,00 AWM. to 12.00 Midnight. The
number of gases in sach of theso three blocks ags
almost squelly divided, This may be due to tha Pact that
ths subjescte ara houseuives and mothers who are expectod
to mester successivs performance of multiple roles,

Soms of thesa roles kaep thom busy in kitchan for almoat
whole day. Tha numbsr of subjecte who got bugnt during
late hours of night constitute only nine pereents The

characteristice of these cases mdy bae sson later, -

1t would 8 paradox to esy that accidents ayrw not
entirely acwidental in naturs, Tho personality ond situation
orientad fastors arc heligvsd Lo be of grest importancs,
It is alea true that Lt is the lugt atraw that hroaks
the camel's back and henesy it would be worthuhils to
see ths tiher fogtors like sianificance of ths day and
mood af the subjsct on that doy. The following table

revgols thiaiaiéuatiuﬂQ



JABLE XXI11

Distribution with geferance to Significsncs of ths Day and
' Mood of the subjsct

SreNo, Signiticance/Food - frequancy Porecentage

1 Atypicel significence _
a, No 68 68

bs VYoo 35 34
Total ‘ 493 100
2, Mood on tha Day
8, Normal 65 63
be HNot normmal 30 J7
L L 1 3
Total : 103 .100

The data geveal) that two out of esvery thres subjschte
had nothing notoworthy in tormg of mood or significance
of ths day, The rast of the caess (approximstely one
third) had soms atypical situation. Demands of time tuantye
ona parcent and conflicis thirteen percent sarQad 08 some
of the pre=dicspoaing factors, The mond anomalies included
a8 wide range from tho positive feelings of sxcltomant
snd axcewsive joy to those of angaer, depressiocn, holpe
lossnoss and fesr, It may bo difficult to pinpoint @
single factor that resulted into tha opiscds of burns,
The ralationship hetueen the couse and offact hepre is not

that of linsar type but iec a dynomic and complaex ono.

80



The noxt table attompta 8o indicate the nature of thw

ousnt in tormoe of the motive,

Hature of Fpisodol

The eplsode of burnsg in ifself is a treumatic svent,
The suddsn onsety the clinieal mopagemsnt ond the faay of
poor proagnosis ia thoncelves aps sufficisnt to cyeate s
crigiss, The problom prosants more camplications whan the
motive bahind the episcde becomos doubtful., Burns as
disgussed sarlier hes modicomlegal implicotions, The act
of Burne, asoumos vazieby of chogcoters depending on the
nature of preeiplitation of the svent and the faetors
gsontributing to Lt. Even in the cows af escoldents the
root cause may bo 4 shésy leck of auwzrsness of properw
safgr 1ifs styls or it may ba an ocutcoms of tension
pengrating situation and preocoupstions due to cerdain
pursonality factors, fhe category of sulpide also inoludes
a range of svents Prom attomnpted suicides to sugpecotkad
{not doslared, yot indicetive of wilful attempt at solf)
and finally frank eulcides, Homicides form the thicd
catogory of proconceived attempt at others' 1life, Tho
next tablo pressnts the situatien of tho group under ctudy,

TRgLE ARIY
Qietriguﬁisa uith raﬁagenaa to Maturs of ggi§ada
Sre.Nos Natups of Eplsade Fragqusnoy  Percsntage
e Accidental | 93 90
26 Suicidal 10 16

Total 103 100
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It 4s sean that majority of the subjacts have haen

victimg of accidents, frank and otheruise. The lack of

any atypics)l alicvation and moad anomalies in approximakely
tuo thipde of tha casas can form one of the explanations,
A further probs inta the gases of accidents raveal that
tuentyfive parcant of the aceldents had history of
problems in mottere of interpersonsl relations in marriage,
vconomic atrese and threats to self-image dus to suspected
infidelity of husband and such cther problems, The frank
accidants include cosas of usual lack of suwarenvss of
proper lifs style coupled uith qrevious unsafes procedurss

of the clvic suthaoritiss and health problems like aplilopsy.

The cases of sulcidal tono foym only cne pareant of
the population, The blas of the sampla can he one aof the
wayo tQ axplain this. The subjects of the atudy comprise
anly of the casse who survivad the spisods as thay worse
nat vary aevers in naturs, Thuse casss who diasd, could
have taksn with them allat of ussful Information and
ware the cases of highor degrass and percentapss of burng

indicative in many canos of wilful attempt at self,

One cass of frank suilcids had ssvere mental deprosaion
at the root while the othsr cases whare the history of
tho cass is sufficiently indicative of suicide includs
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deprassion, ssvers interpersonal conflict, hushand's
remsrriege, lack of issye or male fesus and total halpw
lossnees » rasignation ags tho major factor precipitating

the avant,

The attempted suicide coses form fortypercant of
the suicide group., Here ths attampts have hean indicative
of socondazy goins in tsoms of Yattention of the family
mombarat and a singere ‘cry for help! mainly revslviang
around lack of say in matters of marrliage and hurt dus
to hushand's infidelity. In one case, the history 18 indie
cative of a homicide dus to conflict in dowpy, thsugh
nothing conclusive can be gald ulth confidenco far went

of documsnted avidenca,

Imnediate fonagement of Burnas

The problem of burnsy A{rrespective of its nature of
episode remains both a causa and conssguence of a paycho=
sopcial problom as disgusssd in evarlier chapters.s It is
#acl to note that mortality in refersnce to women im» vary
high. The sudden, uniimely, traumatic doath creates an
upheaval 4n the sisady etatus and upsets the family funce
tioning, creating a scurse for further problems, Mors
gsayvars are the prohlems aof those who fortunately or

unfosrtunately survive, The physjical and smotional morbldidy



created by a deformed body and scarred self image
respectively, trigger off a chain of paychoesosial
problesms, The rapulsive face; diefunctioned limbe due

te contractures {Converseo, 19779.24) and the aconomic
streas ond disturbonge in performsnce of family rolas
due to long hospitoalizetion (Recon. tructive and Plastic
Surgery) orsate nand&tiana for sowial rejection and omow

tional morhidity 1ike further dopraseions parsnoid condgitions,

lo thie situetion inavitabla? 1t may be utopoan to
copnsider a syddan rise in standard of 1ifa and highse
status of women in socisty or eradication of doury by a
mogle wand, It may however, be possible to minimize the
psychosocial groblems arising as a conssquance of Burne
by reducing tha conssquent morbidity by proper management

of Burné &t tho time uf ths opioode,

Inmadiets Nansgemant of Burnss

The madicel litspature (Shroff, 198311), (Keswani,
198336); dackson (1981314) highlight the importance of
immodiate manogemont of burns. It is sald thet (Kesuans,
198314) "the maximum domage follewing Bugzns occurs during
the first fou hourg... A burn 19 the damags causcd to the
skin by thermsl, chemical, slectrical or radiation
energy.ss, once tha damage is done, any nunbar and vapjoty

of germe gan antsr ihe body with fmpunity and many voluable
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suhstancoe of the body apscially from the blood and

tissuo Pluids ars loat all the time... It is axtremely
fimportant that fire should be put ouf .ae and the skin
should be cooled imssdiately™, The best way to achieve

thies ie uss of watep, prolongsd and cooler the beittsr,

Batter hospital kresatmant of Ourne is posalble
(Jackson, 1981317) 4n countriec vhers sveryona lives
within two hours'! ambulance distance. But in a countey
1ike ours the picture s difforant, Antia and Aroza (Burns,
197714w4%2) havo shoun thel nov seysre Burns cases from
smell bouns ars well within the scops of district hosple
tale with wsekly visite hy a plestic surgery rosident.
Dut what about romots rural arsac whers four«fifth of
cuy aopulation lives? fvenm in matropolifan cities the
promptnoss of transfarring the patisat to Burne unite
may be blocked by sevoral faoctors like availability of
working tslephones and communication by ambulance in
torms of difficulties in lecatiun owning to haphazard

housing pattarns.

Othor factors like lack of mobivakion in taking inde
tiative in hospital orisnted hslp cuning to fear of madicow
legal implicatiocns pay delay the procadurs, Appropriate
immediate manogament of Burna will hawve a very impar@ant
rols to play in reducing the morhidity and conssquent

phyehogocial probhlenms, .



AR proba into the ways of lmmediate managemsnt waa
dono with a rankw-order scale prepared tc understand the
management carrisd out by malf end others around the
victim. The items/indicators were chscked by scveral

sxperte including epecialists in Burns snd roeconstructive

BUrO8TY .

The presance, the fdentity and the actions of ths
persons arsund the victio is of relevancy from both madical
and legal peint of view, A study conducted in Delhi {Times
of India, Fobruacy 5, 1984) on one hundred end nine cases
shows that "of the 109 deaths; 89 disd in hospital and 39
wers teken to thse hospital by their husbands®, The astudy
asks why the hushends wegse at home and not at worlks It
also raiscs lssuss if women ars more acoident prone uhen
thair husbands are at home ]l%® The gussticns may secak a
dasbate, yst, it endorses the ieportonce af & probe ints
the presanca or {lack of it) of others in the group under
study. The next teble present the dates

TAGLE AXV

Disteibution uith refepsncs to Prosence of Others

Sr.No. Prasesnce of athers Frequancy Psrcentage
1o Yos 72 70
24 No 3% 38

Total 103 160
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Thirty percent victims ware alone at homs uhen ths
apisode tock place. The presencae of the hushand was thags
in thirty tuo perpcent of ceases, While in Porty percent
othars -espoclally ths nsighbours wars instrumantal in

providing sttention to the subjscts,

A probe into the subjects wvho wore alope ravenled
that appronimatoly ons out of every six was a.cose ralatsd
to suicide, One of the casses yas a frank case of sulfclds
while other four had history of attempt of sulcide, Tha
rost of the cases wors of accidoenis out of which twenty
threa percant had hietory of atrass due to tensicnse, Six
out of ths thirtyone acnes wers prons to PLits due to
epilepsy or convuloion hysterie. It is sed o note that
such frank cosos of Pitn; in need of monitoring shauld be
left alone at home §}

The literoturs on Burns (Shrivestava, Y981:4) suggests
that YIlmpulsivo rosction to a crisls uhile in a state of
panic only escalates tho probism and gan lead to unnscassaxy
risks A fow saconde’ thought produce the calmy recaoned
rosponse that can saus a life. It would be intsresting
to sae the peraonal respanse of tho subjocts in the

follouing table,



TABLE XXUl

raforoncs to Imm

Patienta
SreNDs ITtem Frequency Pesrcentage
% Shouted for help 63 61
2. Did nothing/unconmciocus 23 22
3, Tried to remove clothms (11), 17 17
Applisd Ink, Ghee eto. {(5),
fan around (1)
Total 103 140

The criteria for appropricte immedlate managemont

arprivod st with thse help of litoraturs and porsonsl interye

viows ulth ths experts suggest pouring of water, gs the

ideal responss, Shouting for help, pubtting the Pire off

and application of propar madicines ars the othor indicators

of the appropriats managamenis

It i» sg@on that in ong out of avery five casse toptal

finaction? was poported, lIrrespective of the fact uvhethay

the inection wae wilful in tune with the notlvs of attempd

of salf or uss insviteble dus to ssverity of the casw

axplsing the high mortality. Out of ths seveatesn casss yho

tactad'y, none used weter for cooling the burne, Six caces

acted in a2n inappropriato way proparing ground for infsction

through usa of unecientific procedures and in one coee
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eggravating fira by xunning arsound. The data highlight an

imnovtant agea fop social uwosk intervention §

The role of the pareons arcund tho wictim 15 aluays
moure Lmpovtant in epiepds of Burne. A reasoned, appropriate
act of managemant by others may contribute te paduction
of mortality and morhididy, as the troatmsnt in firetg
half an hour plays a deelsive role in the prognosis. Houw
did ths othera provide immediato halp 1s pressated in the

next table,
TABLE XXV1l

pisteibution with rofaxence to Immedists Responss of

Qthars
SeeNos itams Fraqusnocy Percantags
1.  Teksn to Hospital (19), Pourad 61 89

uater {17)s Removed elathss (17),
Stopped ths source of heat and
applied spproprfiate modicines (8)

2+ Cousred with rug (29), Applied 42 41
Iﬂkg thﬂ, gte. (10)’ Oid
nothing (3)
Tatal ‘ 103 100

Tho firet sct of help includes 17 casve who trisd to
pour uater on the burnoy the idaal thing to do. S5ix out of
gyary ten did things thét uvara; asceptable while in foxty '
percent of the cascs the sctions weye inoppropriato, The

action of covering with rug, applicttion of Ghos lead bo



presscvation of heat inside the body increasing the dopth/
degras of burns and risk‘or infpotion. The thres saocea

wheee nothing wos doney, the motive is questionable,

Degras of surnst

Tho degroge of burng iandicate tho dapth of the burns
and is one of the important vaglablas i determining the
severity and prognoeis for mortality and morbidity. The
datall ed discussion aes prescnted in the fntroduction dosw
ckribs the First degroe Burns 89 superficial, the Second
degres Surns rofer to deetruction of both daermis and
apidermis whiles Third degres Burns fnvolve sil layers of
skin, subcutanecus tissuye, nuscles and svan bonas, The

picture of the group undey study $8 es fallous:

TABLE XXVI11l
Diatpihution with reforencs to dogrea of Burns (Ml

90

Sr.No, DOsgres of Surns Frequancy Paresntags
1. Firet 24 20
2. Smoont 50 49
3. Third 32 N

Total 103 100

It is ssen that one out of svery fivs caces has omly

minop burns, Approximately seventy percant of ths cases are



of First and Second daogree Burns, The data on natupe of
eplsode reveal that approximately ninsty percent of the
total casss are ascidental in naturs. Out of thosse .casas
ssventy five percent of the cases are frank accidents
while tuantyfive percant are tenslionwrelated accidsnts,
Approximataly ten percent of caees are suicidal in naturs.
The picture indicates that ths tensioneralated accidente
and those uhsre suicidal effort is indicated are likely
to lead to higher degres burns,

Body areas affscted in hurnst

The areas involved in burns, along with extent and
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degres from one of most important indicators for gsstablishing

the case ae accidental, suicidal or homfcidal for medico

lsgal considerationss It would be sufficient to eee tha data

in refsrence bo the body aresas affected of the grouns under

study,
TABLE XXIX

Distributlion with rofarance to Body Arsas Affocted

Sr.No. Body Apaa Affected Frequency Percentags

1. Head and Nsck only 02 02
2. Limbs.only 28 27
3e Thorax only 01 01
4. Head, Nack and Limbs ‘ g7 07
5 Head, Neck and Thorax 01 01
6. Limbg and Thorax 27 28
Te All of ths abovs 37 36

Total 103 100
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The data rcveal that in thirty six percent of ca2ses
the involvement is total, This group includes the cesas
of major accidents dus to gas, breszy atmosphare on the
first floor kitchen in en nonecongeatsd area and those

vhers porson's attempt on life was indicated,

Porcantans of Burnsj

Ths percentags of body 3res is calsuloted by tuc amet.ods,
Ths sraa of the paln of hand conzsidored a8 one porpent of
the hody area, The othay is by usllace's rules of nina
whore hody's total area is diwided inm units in multiple

19t as Pollowst

s Upper limbs ¢ 548 = 18 percont
o Lowar linbs § 18+18 = 36 perovent
« Front & Backs 18+18 = 36 percant
« Hoad 3 tisck ¢ B m 9 parcant

« Genltalis : 1 w 1 parcoant

Tha final peresntage 1s calculated by adding up tha
rolavant pescentages. Burns over fiftesn percent produce
surgical shock, those gusr forty psrcent are serious and
in sur country Burne of over sixty percent are invariably

rots)l {(Kesuanis 1979:1).



Disteibution with roference to Hercentage of Body

TABLE XXX

Arca Affoctsd

SreN0s Pazcentage of Affacted Fragquency Percentage
Araa

1. Lesa than 20 percont 32 3
2. 21 to 40 poreent 37 38
3e 41 to 60 percent 14 14
4 61 to 880 parcent 18 "
Bs 81 parcent or mors N2 02

100

Totnl 103

The data revescl that approximately one cut of svery

Pive coses have mors than sixty percsnt burns with

axtramely poor prognosia. The group includes najority of

sulcidal and tonsion rslatsed ecoidantal cases,

Naturs of Burnst

The nature of Durns (not spisode} can be rosted to the
souvce of heat, Scolde are caussd by hot liquids while

the dry burns apre caused by flamss, The plcturs of hha'

aubject folloust

This indicator is important for the trsatment team,

33



TABLE XXEI
Distritution with vafegence to Nature of Burng

Srelo. Notupa af Burns Frequency  Parcentage
1 Dry Burns 93 50
2, Scald 10 10
Total 103 100

The data peysal that onae out of evngy tan subjecte
sustained sealds, Thase ape ths gesaees of removing hot
vegasls Pilled with boiling water, milk, 2cup and other
liquide. The improper manner to hondle hot vassels uith
drass matorial (sares or kurta ends) without using a

palr of tongs rosults into such fronk accidents,

The dry Burne are found, aostly due $o kerosene,
Majority of the casee report of the sares caught in flamss
excapting tho soses whers the liquid wss poured on the

bﬁdy ™

Madical Attontion:

Madical attention ig tho naxt important factor after

immediste nmanagement of Burns., It also has & madiao~lag;1

94
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implication and casss with suspioion of a wilful act

{by salf ar others) are somatimmss treated by cruds
methods and/or by improper medical tr@atment, %o be
brought to ths haspital only wvhen fnevitable. The motive

is obyious,

TABLE XXXIT

Distribuytion with rafo 9 e attent giv gfora

goming 30 S45.04

Sze.lio. Medical Attention Recaivad Fragquancy Percentage

tTe No 74 T3
2. Yos 29 29

Total 103 106

The data rovesl that in aspproximatoly thizty pereent
of cases some treatmant was given hefora the subject usa
brought to the hospital, The casaes from rural arans are

more liksly to adopt such practicss,

Buration of receiving medical troatmenk’

The time factor im receiving treatment is & cruciel
factor in deotermining the prognosiss Untreatad cass or
urongly tesated cnses pormit the heat to ponatpats in lower
laysys of skln complicating thQ problem,



JABLE XXX111

pist thdon with raferenca o Numbeor of Hours iakon &
ﬂﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁvﬁgdi?al attention
SreHo, Number of hours taken Fraquency Percentage
1. Ona 60 85
2. Two to Thraso 25 24
3. Four or more 16 16
4, Not knoun 02 02
Total 103 100

time 49 two On thres hours, In {(a) Piftoon percent of
cosss the time is ffour or more thon four hours ranging

upta 88 high as eight hours, Lack of proper tranaport,

1% is sasen that &n one case out of svery Pfour tho
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and poor telsphons facilitiss play their part in the delay,

1t is nocesnary to sducate the community to piok up any
vehicle available on the spot without waiting for an

aphulance,

Londltlon at admissiont

continue upto 48 hours,

The Burns produoss a surgleal shock phase and can
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FAGLE XXXIV

Distribution with refursince to Condition at Adoission

Condition at admission fFrequency Parocsniape

Sth\wcn
1o {onmunicabla &1 59
24 Unconscious/In ehock 432 41
Total 183 100

It is ssgn that four ocut of svery ten cosas uers ufe

conacious when hrought $o the hoopital,

Pzagnusiﬁ&

The condition of the patient, the degres, tho 8itu,

the sxtent ave 2ome of the variables usad by medical profession

to detarming the prognosioc. The deta gogording the group

is ae follousg

TARLE XXXY

Distribution wulth refersnce to Peognosis for Mortality and

Rorbidity
BrNO« Prognosis — Freguancy %rcanwga
1. Baor 41 40
Z2e Fair 36 35
3e Good 26 25

Total 103 100




1t 1s soen that in four out of svary ton asubjscta
survival is doubtful, It is shockinmg to gee that the total
sample 1s exclusive of thoss uho had alresdy passcd away §1
In ons fourth of the cases, the treatment will cupe the
scars, It io thowso thirty five psrcont of cases uho will
survive with deformitlies &nda long hospitalisation $o
follow, that must receive social work intervention to

arreat the poychosocial problems emsrging from the Burns.

The foregoing discussion has presented the different
facets of the snisode, its lmmediate manegamant and
clinical information on Burns, The data is ussd sollectively
to havs a comprehensiys plcture of Buras from a psychos

sorial perspective,

The apiacde af Surns howover fe a resultant of nultie
plivity of factors acting in a unique way in cach case,
Evary cose holds 1lis importancs in terms of realizing the
dynasice of underlying factors and each can contribute
te Lhe understanding of nsuw dimensiaone and teonds to

problen of Burns.

An attempt has besn mode in tho noxt chapier, to

pransent tha case ttudies of sslacted subjscts,



