
 CONTENTS 

 

Page No 

 

 Acknowledgements 

 

i-ii 

 Contents 

 

iii-v 

 List of Maps 

 

vi 

 List of Figures 

 

vii 

 List of Tables 

 

viii-xi 

Chapter 1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1-11 

1.1 Urbanism: an overview 

 

 

1.1.1 Urbanism in the South Asian context 

 

 

1.2 Research aims and objectives  

1.3 Outline of the Thesis  

 

 

CHAPTER 2 MALDIVES ISLANDS - THE REGION 

 
12-23 

2.1 The Region 

 

 

2.2 Physiography  

2.3 Climate and Rainfall 

 

 

2.4 Soils 

 

 

2.5 Water resources 

 

 

2.6 Biodiversity 

 

 

2.7 Present land use 

 

 

2.8 The Cultural Context 

 

 

2.9 Maldivian Archaeology through the ages  

CHAPTER 3 METHODS OF STUDY 24-28 

3.1 Literature Survey   

3.2 Field Survey  

3.3 Sculptural art  

3.4 Epigraphic and Palaeographic studies  



CHAPTER 4 ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY OF MALDIVES 

UNTIL 12TH CENTURY CE 

29-48 

4.1 Analysis of structural remains  

4.1.1 Monastery at Kaashidhoo  

4.1.2 Buddhist remains at Nilandhoo Foamathi  

4.1.3 Bodu Havitha on Gan Island and Dhadimagi in Fuvamulah  

4.2 Ceramics  

4.3 Non Ceramic Material culture  

4.3.1 Sculptures  

4.3.2 Coins  

4.3.3 Inscriptions  

CHAPTER 5 RESULTS 49-86 

5.1 Ceramic Repertoire  

5.2 Sculptural Art  

5.2.1 Anthropomorphic figures  

5.2.2 Zoomorphic figures  

5.2.3 Ritualistic objects  

5.2.4 Architectural fragments  

CHAPTER 6 URBANISM IN MALDIVES: A DISCUSSION 87-90 

6.1 Buddhist Architecture in Maldives Islands  

6.2 Spatial Distribution of sites  

6.3 External trade  

6.4 Urbanism in Maldives  

CHAPTER 7 CONCLUSION 91-93 

7.1 Future prospects  

 

 

 

 

 


