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APPENDIX I: BLUE PRINTS FOR PREPARING QUESTION PAPERS IN ENGLISH  

New Era School: Semester I 

  Understanding Application Analysis Synthesis Evaluation 
Grammar 

Total 
Marks Chapters Marks for OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ 

    Grandfather and Toto 

Overall Achi. 1          2.5      

18.5 
CK,L,DT           

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
     

    Adventures of Isabel 

Overall Achi. 1       2.5         

18.5 
CK,L,DT        

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
        

    A Day’s Wait 

Overall Achi. 1             5   

21 
CK,L,DT              

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
  

    The Attic 

Overall Achi.     5   2.5         

37.5 
CK,L,DT     

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
  

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
        

    My Date with 
Greybeard 

Overall Achi. 1              10  

26 
CK,L,DT               

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
 

    Bird of Paradise 

Overall Achi. 1          2.5      
 

18.5 
 CK,L,DT           

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
    

 
 

 

    Free Text 
Overall Achi.  5               

10 
C  C-5               

    Grammar                 10 10 

Total Marks  15 20 35 35 45 10 160 

Total Marks for Overall Achievement (Achi.): 50, Total Marks for Content Knowledge (CK): 35, Total Marks for Logic (L): 35, Total Marks for Divergent Thinking 
(DT): 35, Total Marks for Comprehension (C): 5 (OQ : Objective type question, SQ : Short answer type question, LQ: Long answer type question)  
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Ambe School:  Semester I 

  Understanding Application Analysis Synthesis Evaluation 
Grammar 

Total 
Marks Chapters Marks for OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ 

    After Twenty Years 

Overall Achi.           2.5      

17.5 
CK,L,DT           

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
     

    The Listeners 

Overall Achi.           2.5      

17.5 
CK,L,DT           

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
     

Chasing the Rainbow 

Overall Achi. 1       2.5         

18.5 
CK,L,DT        

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
        

Geography Lesson 

Overall Achi. 1             5   

21 
CK,L,DT              

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
  

    The Maths Teacher,     
    Mr. Pink and Tipu 

Overall Achi. 1              10  

26 
CK,L,DT               

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
 

    A Tiger in the School 

Overall Achi. 1       2.5         
 

18.5 
 CK,L,DT        

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
       

 
 

 

The Village Schoolmaster 

Overall Achi. 1    5            

21 
CK,L,DT     

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
           

    Free Text 
Overall Achi.  5               

10 
C  C-5               

    Grammar                 10 10 

Total Marks  15 20 35 35 45 10 160 

Total Marks for Overall Achievement (Achi.): 50, Total Marks for Content Knowledge (CK): 35, Total Marks for Logic (L): 35, Total Marks for Divergent Thinking (DT): 35, Total Marks for Comprehension (C): 5 
(OQ : Objective type question, SQ : Short answer type question, LQ: Long answer type question) 
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New Era School:  Semester II 

  Understanding Application Analysis Synthesis Evaluation 
Grammar 

Total 
Marks Chapters Marks for OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ 

The Neighbour 

Overall Achi.     2.5            

17.5 
CK,L,DT     

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
           

The Gift of India 

Overall Achi. 1          5   2.5   

38.5 
CK,L,DT           

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
  

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
  

The Wolves of Cernogratz 

Overall Achi. 1       5         

21 
CK,L,DT        

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
        

The Fish are All Sick 

Overall Achi.               10  

25 
CK,L,DT               

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
 

The Gold Frame 

Overall Achi. 1       2.5         

18.5 
CK,L,DT        

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
        

Julius Caesar 

Overall Achi. 2          2.5      
 

19.5 
 CK,L,DT           

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
     

    Free Text 
Overall Achi.  5               

10 
C  C-5               

    Grammar                 10 10 

Total Marks  15 17.5 37.5 37.5 42.5 10 160 

Total Marks for Overall Achievement (Achi.): 50, Total Marks for Content Knowledge (CK): 35, Total Marks for Logic (L): 35, Total Marks for Divergent Thinking 
(DT): 35, Total Marks for Comprehension (C): 5 (OQ : Objective type question, SQ : Short answer type question, LQ: Long answer type question) 
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Ambe School:  Semester II 

  Understanding Application Analysis Synthesis Evaluation 
Grammar 

Total 
Marks Chapters Marks for OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ OQ SQ LQ 

My elder Brother 

Overall Achi. 1       2.5         

18.5 
CK,L,DT        

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
        

Cricket for the 
Crocodile 

Overall Achi.              2.5   

17.5 
CK,L,DT              

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
  

The Louse and the 
Mosquito 

Overall Achi.           2.5      

17.5 
CK,L,DT           

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
     

Harry Pushed Her 

Overall Achi. 1    2.5            

18.5 
CK,L,DT     

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
           

The Little Prince 

Overall Achi. 1          5      

21 
CK,L,DT           

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
     

The Quality of Mercy 

Overall Achi. 1              10  
 

26 
 CK,L,DT               

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
 

Woman Work 

Overall Achi. 1       5         

21 
CK,L,DT        

CK-5 
L-5 

DT-5 
        

    Free Text 
Overall Achi.  5               

10 
C  C-5               

    Grammar                 10 10 

Total Marks  15 17.5 37.5 37.5 42.5 10 160 

Total Marks for Overall Achievement (Achi.): 50, Total Marks for Content Knowledge (CK): 35, Total Marks for Logic (L): 35, Total Marks for Divergent Thinking (DT): 35, Total Marks for Comprehension (C): 5 
(OQ : Objective type question, SQ : Short answer type question, LQ: Long answer type question) 
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APPENDIX II 
ACHIEVEMENT TESTS IN ENGLISH 

 
NEW ERA HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL 

SEMESTER I 

STANDARD: VIII      TIME: 1	ଵ
ଶ
  Hours 

FULL MARKS: 50 

Name: ________________________________________ Roll No: ______________ 

1. Read the questions carefully and choose the best suitable answer given in the 
alternatives.       5 × 1= 5 Marks 

a) Grandfather sold Toto to the tonga-driver because 

i) Grandmother did not like it               ii) Grandfather did not like it 

iii) It was not a pet               iv) It’s nuisance was increasing day by day 

b) What made the writer to say ‘…. something made me hold my fire’. 

i) He was fascinated to see the Greybeard  

ii) He was not ready 

iii) Greybeard was in a distance 

iv) He did not get enough time 

c)  ‘Birds of Paradise’ is the poem of a  

i) Imaginary birds               ii)  Really birds of paradise  

iii)   Birds of this earth           iv) Birds of the other planet 

d) The poem ‘Adventure of Isabel’ is about   

i) Imagination of Isabel  

ii) Fearlessness of Isabel   

iii)  Cool mindedness of Isabel 

iv)  Courage of Isabel 

e) In ‘A Day’s Wait’ Schatz 

i) was very emotional                  ii) was very senitive  

iii) had a misconception                                 iv) had a high fever 
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2. Attempt any four questions out of five and give answer in two or three 

sentences.                  4 × 2 



 =10 Marks 

 
a) Why the attic has always been a favourite with children? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
b) Describe, how Isabel was different from girls of her age. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c) How author’s grandmother was different from his grandfather in the story 

‘Grandfather and Toto’? Whom do you like most and why? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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d) Birds are the centers of attraction among many poets. What could be the 
reasons for it that you think? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

e) What was the moral of the story ‘My Date with Greybeard’? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.  
  5 × 1 = 5 Marks 

Swami Vivekananda, once speaking in America, told of a young man who came 

to a religious teacher and said that he wanted to find God. The sage smiled and 

said nothing. The young man returned times after time, ever repeating his desire, 

his longing to find God. After many days the sage told him to accompany him as 

he went to the river to take his morning bath, and when both were in the river, the 

sage took hold of the young man struggled and struggled to shake off his hold. 

Finally the sage raised him out of the water, and asked him, “My son, what did 

you long for most when under water?” “A breath of air”, gasped the youth. “Thus 

would the disciple long after God if he would find Him. If you have this longing 

after God, verily He shall be found by you,” said the sage. 
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a) What did the religious teacher do when the young man approached for the first 
time? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

b) What was he told after many days? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

c) What did the sage do when the young man obeyed him? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

d) What did the young man do when he was kept plunged in water? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

e) What was the lesson that was taught to the young man by the sage? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Do as directed.                               2×5 = 10 Marks 

a) Write the opposite of the following words and make a sentence using those 
words. 

care:a_________________________________________________________a

aaaaaa_________________________________________________________ 
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liberty:a_______________________________________________________ 

aaaaaaaa________________________________________________________ 

 
b) The thirsty earth soaks up the rain. (Identify which Figure of Speech used in 

this line and explain) 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c) Turn the following adjectives into comparative adjectives. 

easy:a _________________________________________________________ 

wise:a _________________________________________________________ 

grey: a_________________________________________________________  

      fat:aa _________________________________________________________ 

 
d) Put the verbs in brackets into correct forms. 

i) If he (come) __________________, I (be) ________________ happy. 

ii) I _______________ (tell) her that I ______________ (see) her before.  
 
 
e) All must die. (Turn into negative) 

____________________________________________________________ 

Amal is not so tall as Bimal. (Change the degree) 

____________________________________________________________ 

5. Attempt any two out of three questions.   2 × 5 = 10 Marks 

a) Sasanka Sanyal preferred medal instead of money. What are the reasons you 
think? 

b) Do you think that ‘A Day’s Wait’ is a story of fateful misunderstanding? 
Justify your answer. 
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c) What massage the poet wants to convey to readers through the poem 
‘Adventure of Isabel’. 

Answer: [    ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Answer: [     ] _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. Attempt any one out of the following two questions.         1 × 10 = 10 Marks 

a) Do you agree with the statement that ‘Toto was a pretty monkey’? Justify your 
answer. 

 Or 

b) What changes do you observe in the narrator’s character at the end of the story 
‘My Date with Greybeard’? Describe him at the beginning and point out the 
changes in his personality. 

  

Answer: [    ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



183 
 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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AMBE SCHOOL 
ACHIEVEMENT TEST IN ENGLISH  

SEMESTER I 

STANDARD: VIII      TIME: 1	ଵ
ଶ
  Hours 

FULL MARKS: 50 

Name: ________________________________________ Roll No: ______________ 

1. Read the questions carefully and choose the best suitable answer given in the 
alternatives.             5 × 1= 5 Marks 

a) ‘Men on the earth found/causes to hate each other’ because 

i) we have not enough love among us         ii) we are war mongers 

iii) we want to be superior than others                  iv) we are self centered 

b) Tipu is a boy 

i) who loves to read story all the times  

ii) who day dreams 

iii) who is very imaginative 

iv) who had a fear in mathematics and science 

c)  The boy in the story ‘Chasing the Rainbow’  

i) always wants to play with Appu 

ii)  always wants to stay alone in his home 

iii)  always wants to be away from his study 

iv)  always wants to sit in the riverbank 

d) The tiger in ‘A Tiger in the School’ is   

i) a mere animal  

ii) an animal but had sense   

iii)  an animal but destructive in nature 

iv)  an animal but present here symbolically 

e) The School master in the poem ‘The Village Schoolmaster’ was 

i) highly disciplined                               ii) very angry  

iii) a follower of idealistic philosophy          iv) soft hearted in nature 
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2. Attempt any four questions out of five and give answer in two or three 

sentences.                  4 × 2 



 =10 Marks 

 
a) Do you think that Jimmy’s decision for arresting Bob was right? Give two 

reasons. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
b) Was the traveller successful to convey his massage in the poem ‘The 

Listeners’? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c) Can you call the boy highly imaginative in ‘Chasing the Rainbow’? Give two 

reasons. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 



186 
 

d) ‘Narahari Babu said he didn’t mind your reading fairy tales any more’. Why 
did he change his decision at last? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

e) What is the main purpose of R. K. Narayan for presenting such a concept in 
‘A Tiger in the School’? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.  
  5 × 1 = 5 Marks 

Swami Vivekananda, once speaking in America, told of a young man who came 

to a religious teacher and said that he wanted to find God. The sage smiled and 

said nothing. The young man returned times after time, ever repeating his desire, 

his longing to find God. After many days the sage told him to accompany him as 

he went to the river to take his morning bath, and when both were in the river, the 

sage took hold of the young man struggled and struggled to shake off his hold. 

Finally the sage raised him out of the water, and asked him, “My son, what did 

you long for most when under water?” “A breath of air”, gasped the youth. “Thus 

would the disciple long after God if he would find Him. If you have this longing 

after God, verily He shall be found by you,” said the sage. 
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a) What did the religious teacher do when the young man approached for the first 
time? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

b) What was he told after many days? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

c) What did the sage do when the young man obeyed him? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

d) What did the young man do when he was kept plunged in water? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

e) What was the lesson that was taught to the young man by the sage? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Do as directed.                               2×5 = 10 Marks 

a) Write the opposite of the following words and make a sentence using those 
words. 

care:a_________________________________________________________a

aaaaaa_________________________________________________________ 
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liberty:a_______________________________________________________ 

aaaaaaaa________________________________________________________ 

 
b) The thirsty earth soaks up the rain. (Identify which Figure of Speech used in 

this line and explain) 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c) Turn the following adjectives into comparative adjectives. 

easy:a _________________________________________________________ 

wise:a _________________________________________________________ 

grey: a_________________________________________________________  

      fat:aa _________________________________________________________ 

 
d) Put the verbs in brackets into correct forms. 

iv) If he (come) __________________, I (be) ________________ happy. 

v) I _______________ (tell) her that I ______________ (see) her before.  
 
 
e) All must die. (Turn into negative) 

____________________________________________________________ 

Amal is not so tall as Bimal. (Change the degree) 

____________________________________________________________ 

5. Attempt any two out of three questions.   2 × 5 = 10 Marks 

a) What is the poet trying to bring out about human nature in the poem 
‘Geography Lesson’? 

b) What are the similarities and differences between the present school masters 
and the one described in the poem ‘The Village Schoolmaster’? 
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c) Other than getting Bob arrested, what else could Jimmy have done as a good 
friend. 

Answer: [    ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Answer: [     ] _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. Attempt any one out of the following two questions.         1 × 10 = 10 Marks 

a) Is the poem ‘The Listeners’ a supernatural poem? Justify your answer. 

  Or 

b) Which character do you like most in the story ‘The Maths Teacher, Mr. Pink 
and Tipu’ and why? Justify your answer. 

Answer: [    ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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NEW ERA HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ACHIEVEMENT TEST IN ENGLISH  

SEMESTER II 

STANDARD: VIII      TIME: 1	ଵ
ଶ
  Hours 

FULL MARKS: 50 

Name: ________________________________________ Roll No: ______________ 

1. Read the questions carefully and choose the best suitable answer given in the 
alternatives.                      5 × 1= 5 Marks 

a) The dogs and wolves gathered and howled round the castle when ______died. 

i) baron                                                 ii)   anybody  

iii)  nobody                                             vi)   member of Cernogratz 

b) In the poem ‘The Gift of India’ the poet 

i) expressed her love for Mother India  

ii) expressed sufferings of mother India 

iii) expressed her gratitude 

iv) expressed her pain 

c) Brutus believed Caesar’s assassination was necessary because Brutus 

i)    wanted to rule Rome himself 

ii)   thought it would be best for the citizens of Rome         

iii)  was afraid of Caesar’s wrath 

iv)  wanted Cassius to rule Rome 

d) What did Antony say to the people in his funeral speech for Caesar? 

i) He accuses the conspirator of treason and demands that they be put to 
death for Caear’s murder. 

ii) He says the Caesar deserved to die, and the people should thank the 
conspirators. 

iii) He contradicts the accusations made by the conspirators of treason and 
demands that they be put to death for Caesar's murder. 

iv)  He praises Caesar and asks that a memorial be built for him. 
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e) ‘Datta had rehearsed what he would say precisely for this occasion’ that 

i) how the accident occurred             

ii) how he manage the situation 

iii) how he confess his guilty 

iv) how he labored to shape the photograph 

2. Attempt any four questions out of five and give answer in two or three 

sentences.                  4 × 2 



 =10 Marks 

a) What are the causes you think for attacking on the little girl and her 
grandfather by their neighbour in the story ‘The Neighbour’? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

b) How does the poet show the man and nature relationship in the poem ‘The 
Fish are All Sick’? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

c) What was the attitude of the customer about the photograph? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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d) Do you think Brutus’s speech impress the people of Rome? Support your 
answer. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

e) What is your feeling after reading the poem ‘The Gift of India’? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.  

     5 × 1 = 5 Mark 

Silence is unnatural to man. He begins life with a cry and ends it in stillness. In 

the intervals he does all he can to make a noise in the world, and there are a few 

things of which he stands in more fear than of the absence of noise. Even his 

conversation is in great measure a desperate attempt to prevent a dreadful silence. 

If he is introduce to a fellow-mortal, and a number of pauses occur in the 

conversation he regards himself as a failure, a worthless person, and is full of envy 

of the emptiest headed chatter-box. He knows that ninety nine per cent of human 

conversation means no more than the buzzing of a fly, but he longs to join the 

buzz, and to prove that he is a man not a wax-work figure. The object of 

conversation is not, for the most part, to communicate ideas; it is to keep up the 

buzzing sound. There are, it must be admitted, different qualities of buzz. Most 

buzzing fortunately is pleasing to the ear, and some of it is agreeable even to the 

mind. Very few human beings join in a conversation in the hope of learning 
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anything new. Some of them are content if they are merely allowed to go on 

making noise into other people’s ears, though they have nothing to tell them 

except that they have seen two or three new plays or that they had bad food in a 

Swiss hotel. 

a) How does the author prove that silence is unnatural to man? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

b) When does a man consider himself a worthless person? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

c) How does the author characterize human conversation? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

d) What, according to the author characterize human conversation? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

e) Why do most of the people join conversation? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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4. Do as directed.                               2×5 = 10 Marks 

a) Change the voice 

 Do it. 

____________________________________________________________ 

 My pen has been stolen. 

____________________________________________________________ 

b) Fill in the blanks with appropriate articles and prepositions. 

 My son left for _________ U.K. last week. 

 The headmaster is very popular __________ his students. 

 The waves were beating _____________ the rock. 

 I asked for a favour ___________ the master. 

c) Change into indirect speech. 

 My friend said to me, “Go home at once”. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 ‘Do you know Sandip?’, he said to me. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

d) Fill in the blanks using appropriate forms of the words given below. 

[shout, devotion, watch, please, observe, serious ] 

 Mohan is ______________ to his father. 

 She _______________ at the peon when he sat down. 

 None seemed to have been _____________ with his speech. 

 The boy got frightened while  ______________ the movie. 
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e) Turn the following sentences into interrogative sentences. 

 He plays cricket. 

____________________________________________________________ 

 The boys were not present there. 

____________________________________________________________ 

5. Attempt any two out of three questions.   2 × 5 = 10 Marks 

a) Do you think ‘The Wolves of Cernogratz’ is a supernatural story? Justify your 
answer. 

b) ‘Sarojini Naidu writes poems in English with an Indian soul’. Justify the 
statement with the reference of the poem ‘The Gift of India’. 

c) Do you think Datta is a careless person? Justify your answer. 

Answer: [   ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer: [   ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. Attempt any one out of the following two questions.         1 × 10 = 10 Marks 

a) What did Antony want to convey the people of Rome through his speech? 
According to you, what else could he do for his friend Caesar? 

  Or 

b) Do you think that Anne Stevenson symbolically present his environmental 
awareness in the poem ‘The Fish are All Sick’? 

Answer: [   ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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AMBE SCHOOL 
ACHIEVEMENT TEST IN ENGLISH  

SEMESTER II 

STANDARD: VIII      TIME: 1	ଵ
ଶ
  Hours 

FULL MARKS: 50 

Name: ________________________________________ Roll No: ______________ 

1. Read the questions carefully and choose the best suitable answer given in 
the alternatives.          5 × 1= 5 Marks 

a) ‘Star shine, moon glow, You’re all that I can call my own’ – why does the 
woman say this 
i) Only nature can sooth her pains                                             

ii) No one on earth really understands her worth 

iii) She has no claim on anything although she constantly works for  
others  

iv) All the above 

b) How does the king of the asteroid planet address the prince? 

i) His subject  

ii) An annoying lawyer 

iii) His son 

iv) An interruption 

c) ‘Harry pushed his sister in her wheelchair’-   

i)    Before and after school 

ii)   In the time of Christmas time        

iii)  On weekends 

iv)  Throughout the year 

d) In the story ‘My Elder Brother’, the narrator was 

i) Jealous of his brother  

ii)   Angry with his brother  

iii)  Follower of his brother  

iv)  Critical of his brother’s behaviour  
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e) In the court, how does Antonio react to Shylock’s insistence on collecting his 
pound of flesh? 
i) He weeps openly             

ii) He vows that he will meet Shylock’s hatred with patience  

iii) He curses Shylock’s vengefulness 

iv) He makes an impassioned plea to the court to intervene on his  
behalf 

2. Attempt any four questions out of five and give answer in two or three 

sentences.                  4 × 2 



 =10 Marks 

a) What are the things that Harry had sacrificed in his childhood for sister? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

b) Nakoo is a crocodile but it has been shown that he possessed human 
characteristics. Do you agree with this statement? Give two reasons. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

c) What lesson do you learn from the poem ‘The Louse and the Mosquito’? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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d) Do you think that crocodile had a revenge attitude as described in the story 
‘Cricket for the Crocodile’? Justify. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

e) ‘A new respect for my brother was born in my heart’ – why does the narrator 
feel so? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.  

     5 × 1 = 5 Mark 

Silence is unnatural to man. He begins life with a cry and ends it in stillness. In 

the intervals he does all he can to make a noise in the world, and there are a few 

things of which he stands in more fear than of the absence of noise. Even his 

conversation is in great measure a desperate attempt to prevent a dreadful silence. 

If he is introduce to a fellow-mortal, and a number of pauses occur in the 

conversation he regards himself as a failure, a worthless person, and is full of envy 

of the emptiest headed chatter-box. He knows that ninety nine per cent of human 

conversation means no more than the buzzing of a fly, but he longs to join the 

buzz, and to prove that he is a man not a wax-work figure. The object of 

conversation is not, for the most part, to communicate ideas; it is to keep up the 

buzzing sound. There are, it must be admitted, different qualities of buzz. Most 

buzzing fortunately is pleasing to the ear, and some of it is agreeable even to the 
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mind. Very few human beings join in a conversation in the hope of learning 

anything new. Some of them are content if they are merely allowed to go on 

making noise into other people’s ears, though they have nothing to tell them 

except that they have seen two or three new plays or that they had bad food in a 

Swiss hotel. 

a) How does the author prove that silence is unnatural to man? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

b) When does a man consider himself a worthless person? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

c) How does the author characterize human conversation? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

d) What, according to the author characterize human conversation? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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e) Why do most of the people join conversation? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Do as directed.                               2×5 = 10 Marks 

a) Change the voice 

 Do it. 

____________________________________________________________ 

 My pen has been stolen. 

____________________________________________________________ 

b) Fill in the blanks with appropriate articles and prepositions. 

 My son left for _________ U.K. last week. 

 The headmaster is very popular __________ his students. 

 The waves were beating _____________ the rock. 

 I asked for a favour ___________ the master. 

c) Change into indirect speech. 

 My friend said to me, “Go home at once”. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 ‘Do you know Sandip?’, he said to me. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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d) Fill in the blanks using appropriate forms of the words given below. 

[shout, devotion, watch, please, observe, serious ] 

 Mohan is ______________ to his father. 

 She _______________ at the peon when he sat down. 

 None seemed to have been _____________ with his speech. 

 The boy got frightened while  ______________ the movie. 

e) Turn the following sentences into interrogative sentences. 

 He plays cricket. 

____________________________________________________________ 

 The boys were not present there. 

____________________________________________________________ 

5. Attempt any two out of three questions.   2 × 5 = 10 Marks 

a) Do you find something in the story ‘The little Prince’ that are applicable in our 
real life also? Discuss. 

b) How does the mosquito manipulate the louse to taste the royal blood? How do 
you describe the nature of mosquito? 

c) Write a character sketch of the woman depicted in the poem ‘Woman Work’ 
by Maya Angelou. 

Answer: [   ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Answer: [   ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. Attempt any one out of the following two questions.         1 × 10 = 10 Marks 

a) What adjectives would you choose to describe Portia’s character? Should she 
be considered clever or intelligent? Justify. 

  Or 
b) From the poem what do you learn about Harry’s character? How does his 

childhood different from other children? 
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Answer: [   ] __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 



209 
 

APPENDIX III 

 

REACTION SCALE 

Dear Student, 

You are taught English in a different environment i.e. Open Book Environment by 

your teacher. It is a reaction scale to take your reaction towards that environment and 

Open Book Examination. The reaction scale consists of 30 statements related to the 

Open Book Environment and Open Book Examination. Please read each  statement 

and give your reaction for that  statement in the form of five alternatives like, SA, A, 

UD, DA and SDA and put a tick mark in one of the column that will be considered as 

your reaction towards that statement. Likewise, read all the statements and put tick 

marks for your reaction for all the statements. The abbreviations used for the 

following words as follow.  

                     SA      =   Strongly Agree 

            A        =     Agree 

                     UD     =   Undecided 

                     DA     =   Disagree 

                     SDA   =   Strongly Disagree 

Don’t hesitate to give your correct reaction against any statement. Your reaction will 

be kept confidential and only be used for research purpose. 

Thanking You. 

Sourav Maity 

(Researcher) 
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Name: _____________________________________________ Roll no: __________ 

 

Sr 
No 

Statements SA A UD DA SDA 

1. 
I liked the teaching of English by our 
teacher in open book environment. 

     

2. 

Teaching of English in open book 
environment developed my listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. 

     

3. 

Teaching of English in open book 
environment helped me in better learning 
of the subject. 

     

4. 
Teaching of English through open book 
environment was quite interesting. 

     

5. 
I liked to work with cognitive questions 
given in the group. 

     

6. 
Cognitive questions given in different 
chapter of English were interesting. 

     

7. 
Cognitive questions helped me and my 
group to think divergently. 

     

8. 
It was interesting to find answers of the 
cognitive questions. 

     

9. 

I liked the group activities as it helped to 
think logically and stimulate my mind to 
imagine. 

     

10. 

Solving cognitive questions and 
presenting that in the whole class helped 
to develop my level of confidence. 

     

11. 

Solving cognitive questions in group 
helped me to develop my communication 
skills. 

     

12. 
I liked the way my teacher and friends 
appreciate our group work. 
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Sr 
No 

Statements SA A UD DA SDA 

13. 

Power Point Presentation in English 
during open book environment was 
interesting to us. 

     

14. 

Power Point Presentation in English 
during open book environment helped us 
to understand the text easily. 

     

15. 

We came to know many more 
information about the writer, poet and 
their main works through power point 
presentation (PPT) and video clips during 
open book environment. 

     

16. 

There was a proper coordination between 
power point presentation and the 
explanation by the teacher during open 
book environment. 

     

17. 

I liked the way freedom was given to us 
during the teaching through open book 
environment. 

     

18. 

Freedom given to us during the teaching 
through open book environment helped 
us to increase our confidence level. 

     

19. 

Freedom given to us during the teaching 
through open book environment helped 
us to be self disciplined. 

     

20. 
Learning through open book environment 
developed our decision making skills. 

     

21. 

Concept mapping during open book 
environment helped use to remember 
things easily. 

     

22. 
Learning in an open book environment 
would help in minimizing rote learning. 
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Sr 
No 

Statements SA A UD DA SDA 

23. 
Learning in an open book environment 
will help me to realize my own capacity. 

     

24. 

Working with groups in open book 
environment helped me to be 
cooperative. 

     

25. 

Learning in an open book environment is 
better than our traditional learning 
environment. 

     

26. 
I liked answering questions during the 
open book testing. 

     

27. 

Answering questions in the open book 
testing helped to reduce my fear for 
examination. 

     

28. 

I got the answers of the questions from 
my notes and books asked during the 
examination of open book environment. 

     

29. 

I liked the whole concept of open book 
examination starting from teaching to the 
testing. 

     

30. 

The open book examination is a better 
alternative to our traditional system of 
examination. 
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APPENDIX IV 
LESSON PLANS 

CHAPTER - 01 

GRANDFATHER AND TOTO 

CLASS-VIII                                                                     

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective:  

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students.  

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students. 

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the theme of the prose ‘Grandfather and Toto’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The content will be presented with the help of PPT. 

About the Writer 

Ruskin Bond, (born 19 May 1934) is an Indian author of British descent. In 1992, he 

received the Sahitya Akademi Award for his short story collection, Our Trees Still 

Grow in Dehra, given by the Sahitya Akademi, India's National Academy of 

Literature. He was awarded the Padma Shri in 1999 for contributions to children's 

literature. He was born in Kasauli and spent an integral part of his childhood in Dehra 

Dun and Shimla. He now resides in Musoorie. His affinity with nature and animals 

often makes them the focal theme around which his stories revolve. His simple, 
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Model Reading 

Teacher will read the text loudly with proper pronunciation. 

Vocabulary and Grammar 

Teacher will clarify the meaning of the following words 

1. tonga: horse-drawn carriage 

2. trough: a long, narrow open container for animals to eat or drink out of 

3. sparkled: shine brightly 

4. fastened: attached firmly 

5. delicacy: rare and rich food that is good to eat 

6. peg: a short projecting pin or bolt used for hanging things on, securing 

something in place. 

7. wrenched: pulled and twisted roughly 

8. Shreds: a strip of material that has been torn, cut or scraped from something 

larger 

9. abode: a formal word for ‘home’, here used humorously 

10. grin: smile broadly 

11. snapped: break with a sharp cracking sound 

12. quadruped: four-leggled 

13. hauled: pulled with force 

14. chattered:  make a series of short, quick high-pitched sounds 

QUESTION OF COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive reflection 

or cognitive conflict. 

1. What would have happened if grandmother comes to know about Toto on 

the first day itself? 

2. If the other passenger in the train could know about the presence of 

monkey in grandfather is travel kit-bag, how would they react to it? 

3. Imagine you are the ticket-collector, how would you handle people 

carrying their pets during travel?  
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4. If you got a monkey, how would you convince your family to keep the 

monkey as a pet? 

5. Instead of selling Toto back to Tonga-driver what else he could do? 

6. The author did not object when his school blazer was torn into pieces. If 

you were to be in his place, how would you react to the situation? 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. Why did Grandfather buy the monkey? 

2. How did Grandfather manage to transport Toto to Saharanpur? 

3. Describe Toto’s mischievous and unruly behavior when he came upon a plate 

of delicious pullao on the dining table. 

4. Why did Grandfather finally return Toto to the Tonga driver? 

5. ‘Grandfather loved to keep pets’. Give reasons for this statement. 

6. Why do you think Toto was not the kind of pet one ‘could keep for long’? 
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CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

 ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

Write a paragraph of any one pet animal and indicate in which sense they are useful in 

our life. 

OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. How author’s grandmother was different from his grandfather? Whom do you 

like most and why? 

2. How can you say that Toto was not an ordinary monkey? 

3. Do you think, it is advisable to keep a monkey like Toto as a pet in your 

house? Give reasons. 

4. ‘A wild animal looks good in the forest as a child on its mother’s lap’ – justify 

the statement. 

5. Imagine, you got Toto, how will you manage him? And how will you 

convince your family? 

6. Justify that ‘Toto was a pretty monkey’. 
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CHAPTER - 02 

ADVENTURES OF ISABEL 

CLASS-VIII 

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered- 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students.  

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students. 

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the theme of the poetry ‘Adventure of Isabel’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The content will be presented through PPT 

About the Poet 

Frederic Ogden Nash (August 19, 1902 – May 19, 1971) was an American poet well 

known for his light verse. At the time of his death in 1971, the New York Times said 

his ‘droll verse with its unconventional rhymes made him the country's best-known 

producer of humorous poetry’. Ogden Nash wrote over 500 pieces of comic verse. 

The best of his work was published in 14 volumes between 1931 and 1972. Nash was 

a baseball fan, and he wrote a poem titled ‘Line-Up for Yesterday’, an alphabetical 

poem listing baseball immortals. When Nash wasn't writing poems, he made guest 
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5. Hideous: repulsive and horrible to see or hear 

6. Zwieback: a piece of bread sliced and baked again until crisp and dry 

7. Pill concocter: a humorous way of referring to the doctor; to concoct is to 

‘make’. 

8. Nibbled: eat often in small amount. 

QUESTION OF OGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive 

reflection/cognitive conflict. 

1. Dramatize the poem ‘Adventure of Isabel”. 

2. In this poem the poet has described about different elements of fear and find 

out the ways to eliminate those fears through Isabel. How do you compare this 

situation with the present society? 

3. Considering the brave heart of Isabel in this poem, how do you portray 

(Picturise) Isabel. 

4. If you would have the four fears like Isabel, how do you like to remove these 

fears in your own way? 

5. Choose ten words to describe Isabel which are not used in the text. Prepare a 

paragraph or a small poem using these ten words to describe Isabel. 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 
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group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. What did the bear say to Isabel? 

2. When did Isabel meet the witch? 

3. Why did the giant appear to be horrid? 

4. What was kept in the doctor’s satchel? 

5. Describe the witch. 

6. How did Isabel cure the doctor? 

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

Describe an adventurous story that you have heard or read not from the text book. 

OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. Imagine you got a supernatural power to transform anything as your wish. 

What would you like to do and why? 

2. How Isabel could be described different form of girls of her age. 

3. Analyse the fear of Isabel towards doctors and medicines with reference to the 

present time. 

4. What the massage the poet wants to convey to the readers through the poem 

‘Adventure of Isabel’. 
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CHAPTER – 03 

A DAY’S WAIT 

CLASS-VIII 

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students. 

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students. 

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the story ‘A Day’s Wait’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Content will be presented through PPT 

About the Author 

Ernest Miller Hemingway (July 21, 1899 – July 2, 1961) was an American author 

and journalist. His writing style had a strong influence on 20th-century fiction, while 

his life of adventure and his public image influenced later generations. Hemingway 

produced most of his work between the mid-1920s and the mid-1950s, and won the 

Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (1953) and Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954. He published 

seven novels, six short story collections, and two non-fiction works. Three novels, 

four collections of short stories, and three non-fiction works were published 
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to worry about. So he tells his son to take it easy. The son agrees but suddenly asks 

the question how long it will take until he will die. The father is shocked and explains 

to the son that people never die from a fever of one hundred and two. After a while 

the son tells the father that he heard from a boy in France that people will die when 

they get a fever over 44 and he himself has one hundred and two. The father explains 

to him that there is a difference between the thermometers in America and Europe, 

which is the same with kilometers and miles. The boy relaxes and the next day he 

begins to complain about little things that are of no importance. 

Model Reading 

Teacher will read the text loudly with proper pronunciation. 

Vocabulary and grammar 

Teacher will clarify the meaning of the following words: 

1. Schatz – German for ‘treasure’, the boy’s real name was jack 

2. purgative – a drug that cleanses the bowels 

3. pneumonia – a serious illness of the lungs 

4. detached – not interested 

5. strangely – in an unusual or puzzling way 

6. sleet – wet, partly melted falling snow 

7. setter – a breed of dog that can be trained to find animals or birds in a hunt 

8. quail – a small brown bird which is shot for sport or food 

9. holding tight onto himself – here, trying to hide a secret 

10. slack – very loose (here, it refers to the control the boy had on himself) 

QUESTION OF COGNITION/COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE 

REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive reflection 

or cognitive conflict. 

1. How do you identify your illness and how do you express it to others? 

2. How would you respond if someone of your family falls ill with influenza? 
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3. The boy in the story was not aware of temperature reading through different 

scale. Do you aware about different scaling in thermometer. What would you 

like to do to bring the   boy out of the confusion he had related to the 

temperature reading? 

4. The father attended the boy and consoled him. Later, he went out for hunting 

and returned. If he did not return due to an emergency, what would happen to 

the boy? 

5. What would happen, if doctors are not there? 

6. What would happen to mankind if there would not be illness and human being 

would be immortal? 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. Why did the narrator think that Schatz was unwell? 

2. What caused the doctor to give Schatz three kinds of medicine? 

3. What did Schatz believe was wrong with him? 

4. What were the reasons for Schatz’s confusion about his temperature? 

5. What finally made Schatz feel relieved? 
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CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize                        

it. Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning.  

Ernest Miller Hemingway was an American writer. Write the name of two another 

American popular writers and make a list with their famous writings.  

OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. Do you think that this is a story of fateful misunderstanding? Justify your 

answer. 

2. All we know that death is inevitable. Why does the feeling of death hunt us 

when we suffer from illness? 

3. Young children like Schatz feels worry too much about things that they do not 

have to worry about. Justify the statement. 
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CHAPTER - 04 

THE ATTIC 

CLASS-VIII                                                                          

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences)  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students. 

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students.  

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the story ‘The Attic’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Content will be presented with the help of PPT. 

About the Author 

Satyajit Ray (2 May 1921 – 23 April 1992) was an Indian filmmaker, regarded as 

one of the great uterus of world cinema. Ray was born in the city of Calcutta into a 

Bengali family. Starting his career as a commercial artist, Ray was drawn into 

independent filmmaking after meeting French filmmaker Jean Renoir and viewing 

Vittorio De Sica's Italian neorealist 1948 film Bicycle Thieves during a visit to 

London. 



 

Ray direc

documentar

publisher, 

film critic. 

primarily a

sleuth, and

fictions, are

Ray's first

internationa

the Cannes

The Apu Tr

own credit

career, inc

internationa

The Govern

About the 

While   retu

business pa

about his w

ancestral h

shifted to b

matriculatio

his further 

to recollect

school mat

also feared

memories o

within 10 m

front iron-

building.   

at Nagen’s 

white hair, 

cted 36 

ries and sh

illustrator, 

He authore

aimed at ch

d Professor 

e popular fic

t film, Pat

al prizes, in

s Film Festi

rilogy. Ray 

t titles and 

cluding 32

al film festi

nment of In

Story 

urning from

artner Adity

willingness t

home of Ad

business at

on from the

studies. Ad

t old memor

tes, and the

d, they had 

of the past

minutes, the

-gate, play

They had a

tea stall. C

he was wea

films, inc

horts. He w

calligraphe

ed several 

hildren and

Shonku, th

ctional char

ther Panch

ncluding Bes

ival. This fi

did the scri

publicity m

 Indian N

ivals and aw

ndia honoure

m their new 

ya reached 

to take the r

ditya, at Bra

t Calcutta. 

e local scho

ditya nodded

ries, of his 

e tea stall o

changed w

t might   di

ey reached th

ying field, 

a cup of tea,

Clean-shaven

aring a dho

228

cluding fe

was also a f

er, graphic 

short storie

d adolescent

e scientist 

racters creat

hali (1955)

st Human D

ilm, Aparaj

ipting, casti

material. R

National Fi

ward cerem

ed him with

factory at D

a point of 

road that de

amhapur. H

  He was 

ool, after w

d for a posi

two hundre

of Nagen u

with time an

isillusion h

he school, w

and a tw

, sitting on 

n and neatly

ti, and a blu

8 

eature film

fiction writ

designer a

es and nove

t. Feluda, t

in his scien

ted by him.

), won ele

Documentary

jito (1956) 

ng, scoring

Ray receive

ilm Award

monies, and 

h the Bharat

Deodarganj,

f bifurcation

eviated to th

His father w

born and b

which he had

itive respon

ed years old

uncle. But 

nd   sweet 

him. Soon 

with a big 

wo-storied 

tin chairs 

y combed 

ue-striped 

ms, 

ter, 

and 

els, 

the 

nce 

even 

ry at 

and Apur S

, and editin

d many m

ds, a numb

an Academ

t Ratna in 19

, the writer 

n, the autho

he right. Th

was a landl

brought up 

d left for C

nse to go to 

d big ancest

S

Sansar (195

ng, and desig

ajor award

ber of aw

my Award i

992. 

with his fri

or asked hi

hat road lead

ord there a

there, also

Calcutta to c

the place. 

tral house,  

Satyajit Ray

59) form 

gned his 

s in his 

wards at 

in 1992. 

iend and 

is friend 

ds to the 

and later 

o passed 

continue 

He tried 

 school, 

y 



229 
 

shirt, peeping through his green shawl. They met a stranger there, referred to as Mr. 

Sanyal by Nagen babu. He was a peculiar man. He was neither eating, nor drinking 

tea, instead was sitting with head bent over the tea-table, as if daydreaming. Hearing 

their conversation he stood up and started to recite a poem by Tagore. Hearing the 

poem Aditya’s expression was changed. After enquiring the location of Sanyal’s 

house Aditya decided to go his house. On the way they stopped infront of a building, 

entered into it and climbed up the stairs and reached the attic. It was Aditya’s favourit 

room when he was living in this house in his childhood. After reaching the attic 

Aditya was searching something. After getting his desired object inside the ventilator, 

he went to a jeweler shop for getting the weight of the object. After that they reached 

in the house of Jogesh Kabiraj where Sanyal was staying. After meeting with Sanyal 

Aditya asked him about himself as he could remember the name Aditya Narayan 

Chowdury. Sanyal replied Aditya was a spoilt child of affluent parents. Then Aditya 

offer him 150 rupees to Sanyal as it was the price of the Medal which Sanyal won it 

as prize in his school days and Aditya took the madel from sanyal for showing his 

parents and never returned. Sanyal replied him that he recognized him in the tea shop 

that’s why he recited the same poem that he did on the prize giving day. Sanyal 

denied to take money as it would be spent. Aditya gave him back the medal which 

was hidden in the attic for 29 years.  

Model Reading 

Teacher will read the text loudly with proper pronunciation. 

Vocabulary and grammar 

Teacher will clarify the meaning of the following words 

1. Bifurcated - split or branched off into two 

2. khuro - bengali for ‘uncle’ 

3. rustic - simple in a way that is typical of the countryside 

4. over wrought - extremely agitated 

5. spire - narrow tapering structure atop a temple 

6. antique - an object that is valued because of age 

7. unperturbed – calm 

8. charoy - hindu for a wooden cot 

9. affluent - wealthy 
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QUESTION OF COGNITIVE CONFLICT OR COGNITIVE REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive reflection 

or cognitive conflict. 

1. Childhood is full of fun and mischief. Aditya being rich seems to have lived the 

mischievous life. Why do you in the school age have, all these mischief in them? 

2. What would happen if Aditya would have lost the medal and while meeting 

Sasanka he offers only money? 

3. What could be the story line if Aditya would be the same Aditya as was in 

childhood? 

4. If Aditya could be an intelligent, honest and fair student during childhood, how 

would Sasank react after recognizing Aditya at tea-stall. 

5. Describe ‘the Attic’ that you have seen or imagined using graphics and words. 

6. ‘I would have forgotten that unpleasant incident of my childhood’. In what sense 

you think that the incident was unpleasant to Sasanka Sanyal. 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 
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1. How had Aditya’s old school changed? 

2. Why was Nagen babu surprised to see Aditya and the narrator? 

3. Why did the narrator think that Sasanka Sanyal’s behaviour was a little crazy? 

4. How did Aditya react when he heard Sasanka recite a pome in the teashop? 

5. What had Aditya done to Sasank’s medal? 

6. Why did Aditya suddenly wish to visit his old house? 

7. Why did Sasanka prefer to have the medal back rather than have the money? 

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitized it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

Recall or create a similar type story showing the relationship between two friends. 

OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. ‘The attic has always been a favourite with children’. Why? 

2. Do you think that the title ‘The Attic’ is appropriate? Give your argument. 

3. What are the reasons you think of Aditya’s revisiting the place of his birth 

after twenty- nine years? 

4. ‘Aditya is not the same Aditya as before’. What are the changes you find in 

the character of Aditya? 

5. Sasanka Sanyal  preferred medal instead of money. What are the reasons you 

think? 

6. Compare the character of Sasanka Sanyal and Aditya and what character you 

like most? Give reasons. 

7. When Sasanka agrees that he recognizes Aditya as a fairly good student, 

‘extremely jealous’ and ‘tells lies’. How do you like Aditya to react to this 

statement of Sasank? 
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CHAPTER - 05 

MY DATE WITH GREYBEARD 

CLASS-VIII                                                                          

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 
shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students. 

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students.  

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the story ‘My Date with Greybeard’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The Content will be presented with the help of PPT. 

About the Author 

Robin Collins wrote a series of novels under his own name and the pseudonym of 

Robin Cranford. One of these novels, My City Fears Tomorrow, set in Johannesburg, 

was banned by the apartheid regime because it described, with considerable precision, 

how black Africans had no civil rights and could be arrested and tortured by the 

police. Collins took advantage of his dual British citizenship and settled in England in 

1960. His son Warwick Collins is a novelist, screenwriter and yacht designer. 
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9. congregated –  assembled 

10. enraptured – enjoying something so much that other thoughts were pushed 

back 

11. reticence – unwillingness to speak 

12. compassion – a strong feeling of sympathy for the suffering and a desire to 

help 

QUESTION OF COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive reflection 

or cognitive conflict. 

1. If you are the narrator, how would you react to your father who insists that 

you wait until the age of fourteen to go for hunting? 

2. What would you have done if you were the narrator and the long cherished 

Greybeard comes in front of you? 

3. Imagine the Greybeard suddenly talks when it came in front of the 

narrator. What it would have told him, so that he drops his gun and gives 

up hunting? 

[Teacher can ask two students to enact this above situation in dialogue from in 

the classroom] 

4. How would you campaign to protect animals from hunting? 

5. Describe what all could happen if human beings  do not  hunt animals and 

birds? 

6. The narrator learnt ‘something’ on the first day of hunting. Share what 

message you got by the narrator’s decision? 

7. Is hunting a pleasurable activity? Why? 

8. Do you think animal has sixth sense about the coming danger. Give an 

example like Graybeard apart from the book. 

9. “Yet something made me hold my fire” – what are the possibilities 

that’s why the narrator cannot fire? 
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COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. Why was the grey bushbuck considered to be a challenging animal to hunt? 

2. Why was the narrator anxious to turn fourteen? 

3. Why did the narrator choose a heavier gun than one that would suit him more? 

4. Describe the ‘best possible place of concealment’. 

5. Who was Greybeard? 

6. Why was the narrator’s father not convinced by his son’s excuse of the deer 

not being sighted? 

7. What qualities of the deer had shaken the narrator’s desire to shoot him? 

8. Why does the narrator’s father compliment him? 

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 
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whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

Write a summary of a similar type of adventurous story.  

OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. Was his father encouraging his son in his venture? Give an example in support 

of your answer. 

2. Do you see a change in the narrator’s character at the end of the story? 

Describe him at the beginning and point out the changes in his personality. 

3. What value had the narrator imbibed from this incident? 

4. ‘I knew suddenly that I could not destroy him…’ thought the narrator. What 

made him change his mind? 

5. Do you think the narrator was right feeling that his father would condemn him 

for his failure? 
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CHAPTER - 06 

BIRDS OF PARADISE 

CLASS-VIII 

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students.  

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students. 

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the theme of the poetry ‘Birds of Paradise’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The content will be presented with the help of PPT 

About the Poet 

Christina Rossetti was born in London in December 1830. Her Italian parents, who 

arrived in London as political asylum seekers from Naples, had four children, 

including artist and poet Dante Gabriel Rossetti, writer and critic William Michael 

Rossetti and the author Maria Francesca Rossetti. Both of her brothers were members 

of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, and as a young woman Rossetti posed for some of 

their paintings, most famously perhaps for The Girlhood of Mary Virgin (1849). 
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3. a cadenced clang: a loud rhythmic sound 

4. trod: walked on 

QUESTION OF COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive 

reflection/cognitive conflict. 

1. If birds sing in the language you know, how would you feel and react 

(respond)? 

2. ‘Birds without a nest on earth’. The poet refers one of the major problems 

in the above line. What steps would you suggest to make the birds live in 

the nest on earth? 

3. If you get a chance to fly with the birds, what kind of experiences you 

wish to have? 

4. Some people keep birds in the cage in their home as it is their hobby. Do 

you support this? Why or why not? 

5. Why does Christina Rossetti describe the birds as the birds of Paradise? 

What do you think? 

6. Write a meaningful paragraph using these words: spring, gardens, flowers, 

fruits and birds. 

7. How the earth would look like without birds. 

8. Due to pollution the bird spices and the number of birds are decreasing 

gradually. What we should do? 

9. On your way coming from the school you have seen a wounded bird lying 

on the street. What you will do? 

10. What would be the scenario on the earth if birds would be really from the 

paradise? 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 
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on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. Do the birds really not have a ‘nest on earth’? 

2. Why does the poet say that they don’t? 

3. What is meant by ‘mortal foot’? 

4. Why has no ‘mortal foot’ treaded on this garden? 

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

1. Prepare a list of birds which are seen in the day and which are seen in the 
night. 

2. Prepare a list of birds which are called singing bird or which can imitate 
human speech. 

3. Prepare a list of birds which are seen generally in our country. 
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OPEN BOOK QUESTION 

1. Which are the feature/s of birds you like/dislike most? Why? 

2. What are the differences you get between the birds of the earth and the birds 

of paradise as the poet describe in the poem? 

3. Birds are one of the centers of attraction among the poets. What are the 

reasons you think? 

4. Write two examples from the poem that makes you to think about the 

extraordinary feature of the birds of paradise. 
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CHAPTER - 07 

THE NEIGHBOUR 

CLASS-VIII                                                                          

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered- 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students. 

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students.  

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the story ‘The Neighbour’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The content will be presented with the help of PPT. 

About the Author 

Sigrun Srivastav (born 1943–), is an Indian author of German origin. She is an 

illustrator and writer of picture books, short stories, adventure books, and family 

novels. Srivastav has based many of her stories on real-life incidents from around the 

world, as in A Moment of Truth (1991). The focus is repeatedly on heroism: in the 

personal sphere, in the private sphere, and in public spaces. In stories such as “The 

Letter” and “The Accident” in Heroes Never Die (1992), Srivastav also examines the 



243 
 

predicament of people who—out of fear, shyness, or 

sheer laziness—fail to achieve heroic stature.  

A social conscience distinguishes Srivastav's work: 

ecological problems, the plight of the differently 

abled, and ethnic discrimination are portrayed in 

various stories. The poverty that prevails in India 

and the immense difficulty of alleviating it is a 

theme that Srivastav returns to in such stories as “Bad Business” in No Time for 

Fear (1992), and “An Insignificant Incident” and “Sampatti” in Trapped (1995). She 

is among the few Indian writers who show the reality and despair of communal 

violence in stories like “Trapped.”  

About the Story 

The story starts with a great suspense. A girl and her old grandfather kept themselves 

closed in a room. The little girl knew her old grandfather cannot protect her from the 

angry mob. She began to pray. The angry mob gradually moves towards their house. 

The little girl whispered “It is not fair, grandfather, it is just not fair. Why do they 

come for us? We have done them no harm. We are not responsible for what happened 

at the other end of the town. Why do they harm us? We are their neighbours, their 

friends.” Her grandfather assure her not to worry god help them. The angry mob 

stopped in front of the old man’s house. They kicked and hammered at the door to 

open. The angry mob armed with stick, axes and iron bars 

shouting and destructing the things whatever they got 

within their reach. With a great fear they hide behind a 

cupboard. Suddenly the girl realizes that the leading voice 

of the mob is known to her. The voice came closer, the 

door was kicked by the man and he switched on the torch. 

The girl knew him. He is Tulu, the neighbour’s son.  With 

great anger she was out of the hiding place and then she 

came to know that Tulu is not their enemy. He came to 

help them. By the help of the Tulu the little girl and her 

grandfather escaped safely from the angry mob.  
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Model Reading 

Teacher will read the text loudly with proper pronunciation. 

Vocabulary and grammar 

Teacher will clarify the meaning of the following words 

1. Infuriated –  extremely anger 

2. Fanatics –  a fanatic is someone who has extreme political or religious ideas 

and is often dangerous 

3. Dilapidated –  describe something old and in poor condition 

4. Gladioli – tall flowering garden plant with long sword-shaped leaves 

5. Silhouetted –  formed a dark shape seen against a light background 

6. Turmoil –  a state of confusion, uncertainty and disorder 

7. rampage – go through an area making a lot of noise and causing damage 

QUESTION OF COGNITION/COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE 

REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive reflection 

or cognitive conflict. 

1. What plan would to suggest to the little girl that would help her to hide 

from the angry mob? 

2. What would you do when you are in a situation (example), suddenly a 

group of people fanatically behave in throwing violence on the innocent 

people in the society? 

3. Do you feel that neighbours and neighbourhood should be based on 

community basis? Why and why not? 

4. What plan would you like to suggest Tutu, to handle the mob? Or how 

would he make them understand not to take law and order in their hands? 
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5. ‘Love thy neighbour, as thou shall.’ The above statement helps the human 

community to live a harmonious life, inspite of cast, creed, colour, sex, 

rich and poor etc., how would you contribute to this harmonious life in our 

day to day life? 

6. What do you expect from the neighbour? And, in turn, what do they expect 

from you? 

7. What would happen if Tulu cannot manage the situation intelligently?  

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. How did the little girl and her grandfather save their life? 

2. What were the behaviors of the angry mob? 

3. “Nobody here! Get upstairs, quick, they might be upstairs, the cowards.”- 

Who said these words? Who were they looking for? 

4. Why did the speaker refer to them as ‘cowards’? 

5. “Don’t cough now” - Who said these words? Why were these words said? 

What would have happened if he coughed? 
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CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

 Prepare a list of communal violence occurred after independence. 

OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. Imagine you are one of the people who are going to kill the little girl and his 

grand-father, how do you convince them not to attack on them? 

2. What are your physical and emotional changes you feel when you get fear. 

3. In a critical situation like the story ‘The Neighbour’, if you are in the position 

of ‘bitia-rani’ what would you like to do? 

4. Communal violence is a cruse in our society. Give some suggestions to 

remove the social evils. 
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CHAPTER - 08 

THE GIFT OF INDIA 

CLASS-VIII 

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students.  

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students. 

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the theme of the poetry ‘The Gift of India’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

About the Poet 

Saroji Naidu also known by the sobriquet The Nightingale of India, was a child 

prodigy, Indian independence activist and poet. Naidu was the first Indian woman to 

become the President of the Indian National Congress and the first woman to become 

the Governor of Uttar Pradesh state. was a great patriot, politician, orator and 

administrator. Her birthday is celebrated as ‘Women's Day’ 

Early Life: She was born in Hyderabad. Sarojini Chattopadhyay, later Naidu 

belonged to a Bengali family of Kulin Brahmins. Her father, Agorenath 

Chattopadhyay, settled in Hyderabad State, where he founded and administered the 
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Politics: One day she met Shree Gopal Krishna Gokhale. He said to her to use her 

poetry and her beautiful words to rejuvenate the spirit of Independence in the hearts of 

villagers. He asked her to use her talent to free Mother India.  

Then in 1916, she met Mahatma Gandhi, and she totally directed her energy to the 

fight for freedom. She would roam around the country like a general of the army and 

pour enthusiasm among the hearts of Indians. The independence of India became the 

heart and soul of her work. She was responsible for awakening the women of India. 

She brought them out of the kitchen. She traveled from state to state, city after city 

and asked for the rights of the women. She re-established self-esteem within the 

women of India. 

Sarojini Naidu’s Works: 

 The Golden Threshold (published in 1905 ) 

 The Bird of Time: Songs of Life, Death & the Spring (published in 1912)  

 The Broken Wing: Songs of Love, Death and the Spring, including ‘The 

Gift of India’ (published in 1915) 

 Muhammad Jinnah: An Ambassador of Unity (published in 1916 ) 

 The Sceptred Flute: Songs of India, Allahabad: Kitabistan (posthumously 

published, 1943) 

 The Feather of the Dawn (posthumously published, edited by her daughter, 

Padmaja Naidu, 1961) 

About the Poem 

In this poem, ‘THE GIFT OF INDIA’, we have the outpourings of a bleeding heart. 

Written in the context of the Great War of 1914-1918, the poem is emotionally 

surcharged with the sentiments of the poetess towards our martyrs and the sacrifice of 

the sons of the Indian soil. Sarojini cries out that the English had taken over our entire 

country and ruthless killings of our Indian warriors. 

The invaluable gift of so many lives of our beloved sons to the British can never be 

undermined by anybody. The Indians were in no way involved in the cause or the 

outcome of the war but they were unscrupulously deployed for the benefit of the 

English against the Germans and their allies. 
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She alludes to Persia (now Iran), Egypt, Flanders (Belgium) and France, the specific 

lands wherein the Indians at the mercy of the British were sent to war. The poetess 

portrays a heart rending picture of the pathetic dead soldiers through touchingly apt 

similes. The lifeless soldiers in their graves in a foreign land of Persia were like pearls 

strewn in abandon along the shores by the waves. The poetess laments for the 

unfortunate womb of Mother India that had borne those sons and who had been torn 

away from her bosom so heartlessly. Again, the broken shells on the sands of Egypt 

come to her mind. The soldiers with severed limbs, whose bodies had been relieved of 

their courage and bravery, resembled the shells that had been deserted by the living 

creatures within them. 

The soldiers lying motionless and disheveled on the bloodstained battlefield with their 

beauty stripped off by the handiwork of destiny are likened to the withered beauty of 

flowers scattered in a sun parched meadow. The heart of Mother India is heavy with 

the immeasurable sorrow and grief she has suffered. Hopeful prayer is the only source 

of solace even while our anguished hearts with overwhelming sorrow swell with pride 

at the thought of our gracious and valorous soldiers. Sarojini visualizes that soon good 

sense would prevail in the world when hatred or fear would no longer take the toll on 

human lives. Their names, engraved in history with the indelible ink of their own 

blood, will speak volumes of their greatness for many generations to come.  

Model Reading 

Teacher will read the poem loudly with proper rhythm. 

Vocabulary and grammar 

Teacher will clarify the meaning of the following words 

Raiment: Clothing / dress 

Sabers: Heavy swords 

Compass: Understand 

Anguish: Extreme anxiety 

Anvils: heavy blocks of iron on which heated pieces of metal are shaped by 
hammering 

Dauntless: Fearless 
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QUESTION OF COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive 

reflection/cognitive conflict. 

1. If you were to meet ‘Mother India’, what all would you like to know about 
your country? What are the answers you expect from her?  

2. How would you like to show your patriotic feelings to the nation after 
hearing from ‘Mother India’, how the Indian soldier had sacrificed their 
life to give us the ‘precious gifts’ to live in our country with freedom and 
pride? 

3. Discuss how each Indian should contribute their gratitude and service to 
protect the land of India. 

4. What would you do when you grow up and plan to live peacefully in your 
own land? Would you stop the younger generation from settling in abroad 
countries? 

5. Is our ‘Mother India’ happy with our activities? Illustrate your answer. 

6. In the poem ‘The Gift of India’, Mother India herself speaks of the love, 
devotion and heroism of her children. Illustrate your answer with some 
examples 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 
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QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. What rich gifts did Mother India give the world? 

2. What is referred to as ‘priceless treasures’? Why are they in ‘alien graves’? 

3. Why are the meadows ‘blood brown’? 

4. Why does Mother India feel pride along with despair? 

5. What should we do when life is built on ‘anvils of peace’? 

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

 Prepare a list of names of Indians who are really ‘gifts of India’ write in brief 

their contribution for our country. 

OPEN BOOK QUESTION 

1. What lesson did you get from the poem ‘The Gift of India’? 

2. Do you think soldiers are born in destiny? Justify your answer. 

3. Is our soldiers’ life safe in free India? Discuss. 

4. What are the threat or challenges our soldiers faces in a critical situation? 

5. Do you think that soldiers’ risk of life can be minimized? Discuss. 
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CHAPTER - 09 

THE WOLVES OF CERNOGRATZ 

CLASS-VIII                                                                          

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students. 

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students.  

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the story ‘The Wolf of Cernogratz’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The content will be presented with the help of PPT. 

About the Author 

Hector Hugh Munro was a British author who published under the pen name SAKI. 

He was a master of the short story often compared to O. Henry and Dorothy Parker. 

Munro was born in Akyab Burma, December 18, 1870 and passed away in November 

13, 1916 in France. Munro's mother died in 1872, while the author was only two years 

old. He was sent to England to his grandmother and aunts in a strict household. In his 

early career, Munro became a police officer in India and was posted to Burma where 
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and she began to live by teaching she took another name, But his grandfather spent 

much of his time in that castle and her father used to tell her many stories about it. A 

silence falls over the company when she finished speaking.  

The Baron broke this silence and said that governess was very impertinent and he did 

not believe in a world ever she told. The Baroness’s said that governess was growing 

old and knew that she would not be able to work in old age and she wanted to get 

their sympathies, so she made up her mind to serve her a notices to quite as soon as 

New year festivities were over. 

Unfortunately governess fell ill, when the house was full of guests, all of a sudden a 

woolly lap dog jumped down from its cushion and crept shivering under the sofa. At 

the same time all the dogs in the castle began to bark soon everybody in the castle 

heard the howling of wolves in the distance. 

The Baroness moved by an impulse went to the narrow dark room of the governess. 

She found her lying quite still. The window of the room stood open. It was very cold 

so Baroness rushed to shut the window but governess stopped her by saying that she 

wanted to hear the death music before she passed away. She further said that she was 

glad that wolves had come from far and wide to sing the death music for a member of 

Cernogratz family. 

And she was happy that she was dying in her own castle. Then a noise of something 

splitting and crashed was heard. A tree fell in the park and soul of the old lady, the 

last of the Cernogratz family left her body. 

Model Reading 

Teacher will read the text loudly with proper pronunciation. 

Vocabulary and grammar 

Teacher will clarify the meaning of the following words 

Volubility: talkativeness 

Lairs: resting places of wild animals 

Defiance: open disobedience 
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Dowdy: pain and unfashionable 

Effacement: remaining in the background 

Incredulous: not able to believe something 

Impertinence: rudeness and disrespect 

QUESTION OF COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive reflection 

or cognitive conflict. 

1. Imagine you are the writer and you have purchased a house which is haunted. 

How would you prefer the house to be a peaceful home to live in? Would you 

be able to convince the society not to fear about the haunted house? 

2. Man’s life is interrelated to nature. The story proves when the cries of animals 

and nature depicting the life and death. How would you relate Nature or 

element of Nature to our life? 

3. If we have the power to see the ‘ghost’ or the dead people sprit, how would 

each one feel or react to it? How one should understand the existence of 

ghost? 

4. How one should respond or interact with a person who is in death bed? 

5. Do you believe in supernatural elements? Why or why not? 

6. Express your feelings when you have been watching a horror movie or you 

have been listening a ghost story or you have read a supernatural story. 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 
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INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. Who was Conrad? What did he want to know? 

2. What strange events did the governess say happen when a member of the 

von Cernogratz family dies in the castle? 

3. ‘But for a stranger no wolf would howl’ – who says these words and to 

whom were they said? According to the speaker, who would be considered 

a stranger? For what would the wolves howl? 

4. ‘I am a von Cernogratz myself’ – who says these words? Why had the 

speaker hidden her true identity?  

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

 Write a summary of your favorite story having supernatural elements that you 

have read. 
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OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. Is there any relation with supernatural elements and animals as described in 

the story ‘The Wolves of Cernogratz’? Illustrate your answer. 

2. What is your rational explanation for these strange events described in the 

‘The Wolves of Cernogratz’? 

3. Write your two real life experience that you have remembered while you are 

reading the text ‘The Wolves of Cernogratz’. 
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CHAPTER - 10 

THE ALL FISH ARE SICK 

CLASS-VIII 

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 
shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students.  

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students. 

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the theme of the poetry ‘The All Fish Are Sick’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

About the Poet 

Anne Stevenson was born in England in January, 1933. Stevenson made his name as 

a philosopher in 1943 with a controversial book, Ethics and Language, while he was 

teaching at Yale. He also taught at Harvard and other universities, but for most of his 

life, he was a professor at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.  

Anne Stevenson moved between the United States and the United Kingdom numerous 

times during the first half of her life.  She considers herself an American, Stevenson 

qualifies her status: ‘I belong to an America which no longer really exists’. Since 

1962 she has lived mainly in the U.K., including Cambridge, Scotland, Oxford, and, 

most recently, North Wales and Durham.  
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between humans and nature, specifically the marine ecosystem, in the world today. In 

the first line of the poem, the poet says that fishes are all sick and whales are dying 

(an irony - whales are dying but inferior creatures such as fishes are only sick). 

However, being one who lives in the modern world, one will think twice about the 

statement ‘The fish are all sick’ at this present time, it is highly possible for all fishes 

to get ‘sick’ due to the modern advancement of the world.  

Lines 2 to 5 pertain to the people virtually living near the bodies of water, with most 

of them being fishermen. The phrases ‘sea men’ and ‘low houses’ represent fisherman 

who lives in the sea-cost and describe two different classes of men in relation to their 

roles in the environment. The waves appear to be contained on the littered beach. But 

in truth, something which is blacker than the fish, something more dangerous, is 

drawing close to attack and destroy. This is the dark and dirty water covering into our 

coastline, the result of environmental degradation. Is it the time to think that how 

human beings should act? Should human beings recognize the graveness of this issue?  

The poet writes the poem in present tense, which can communicate directly to the 

reader, suggesting her strong attitude to the way in which people treat nature. The 

poet communicate directly also introduces the writer's strong attitude that this is a 

serious problem that we are facing now. The problem is tremendous as all fish are 

suffered as a result of it. She uses figurative language to portray the image of human 

beings treating the nature with no respect. 

Model Reading 

Teacher will read the poem loudly with proper rhythm. 

Vocabulary and grammar 

Teacher will clarify the meaning of the following words 

Stranded: trapped 

Fringe: decorative border 

Surf: foamy waves 

Begonia: ornamental flowering plants 
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QUESTION OF COGNITION/COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE 

REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive 

reflection/cognitive conflict. 

1. Is there any relation between human activities and the sickness of the fish? 

Justify. 

2. If marine life would destroy what would be the effect on human life. 

3. What is the main concern of the poet for writing this poem?  

4. Sing the poem in group. 

5. How can we make a balance between human and nature – explain? 

6. Explain the importance of eco-system in our modern world? 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. What is the ‘white lip’ of the beach? 

2. Why the beach ‘littered’? 



263 
 

3. What are the causes for the great whales’ death? 

4. What is compared with ‘pearls’ in the poem ‘The Fish are all Sick’? 

5. What is the main idea in the poem ‘The Fish are all Sick’? 

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning.  

 Write a paragraph showing the relation of human being and ocean.  

OPEN BOOK QUESTION 

1. Can we reduce the factors which are the responsible for fish’s sickness? 

Justify. 

2. Do you think that the title of the poem ‘The Fish Are All Sick’ is an 

exaggerated statement? Justify your answer. 

3. How human life would be affected if marine life gradually exploited.  

4.  Who are the responsible for being all the fish ‘sick’?  How?  

5. Suggest your own views how to save the ‘sick’ fish?  
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CHAPTER – 11 

THE GOLD FRAME 

CLASS-VIII                                                                          

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students. 

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students.  

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the story ‘The Gold Frame’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The content will be presented with the help of PPT. 

About the Author  

R. K. Laxman is an Indian cartoonist and a humorist. He is considered as the greatest 

cartoonist of India. His famous creation is The Common Man. He was born on 23rd 

October 1924 in Mysore in India as the youngest of the six boys. His father, 

Krishnaswamy Iyer was a headmaster in a school and his brother R. K. Narayan was a 

famous novelist of English language. He was attracted by the illustration in various 

magazines like Strand Magazine, Punch, Wide World, Bystander, etc.  
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About the Story 

Datta was the owner of a small shop called The Modern Frame Works.  He used to 

put pictures into frames.  One day a customer comes to Datta’s shop with a faded 

picture of an elderly person.  The man in the picture has whiskers and a huge turban.  

It is a standard portrait taken in a by-gone era.  The customer speaks with reverence 

about the great qualities of the man.  He demands that the best frame be used and, 

after considerable discussion, settles on an imported German frame with an oval cut 

mount. Though the work is to be delivered after a fortnight, the customer shows up 

after just ten days and asks if it is ready.  He understands then that the customer is 

quite serious about getting the photo framed.  Obviously the photo is a cherished 

possession and the customer has immense regard for the person in the photo. Datta 

decides to begin work at once.  But then a terrible thing happens. A tin of enamel 

paint accidentally spills over the photo.  Datta tries to rub the paint on the photo with 

a cloth but unfortunately half the face and the entire turban get erased. Datta is panic-

stricken.  He does  not  know  what to do as the photograph is completely spoilt.  As 

he looks around in dismay, an idea takes shape in Datta’s mind. He plans to substitute 

the damaged photo with another photo which is somewhat similar.  He finds a suitable 

photo for this purpose and puts it in a dazzling gold frame. He hopes that his 

deception will go unnoticed. He is anxious and nervous. The customer arrives and 

asks if the work has been completed.  

Datta slowly removes the cover and hands over the photo.  The customer eagerly 

looks at it. The customer shouts in anger, “What have you done?” Datta fears the 

worst.  He thinks that his deception   has been  noticed. He had practiced several times 

how he would feign ignorance or deny it if he was accused of using a different photo.  

But before Datta can open his mouth, the customer continues shouting that while he 

had asked for an oval frame, Datta had used a square one! Datta realizes then that the 

customer had not noticed that the photo itself was different.  He had merly objected to 

the frame.  He is relieved, as he knows that at the most, he might have to change the 

frame. 

Model Reading 

Teacher will read the text loudly with proper pronunciation. 
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Vocabulary and grammar 

Teacher will clarify the meaning of the following words 

Laconic: using very few words 

Incongruity: different from the surroundings 

Lacquer: glossy synthetic coating 

Enshrining: loading something into a sacred place 

Transfixed: immobile with stock 

Avert: take away 

Venerable: worthy of respect 

Transcendental: beyond the limit of human experience 

Resplendent: dazzling 

Inner sanctum: the part of the temple where the idol is placed  

QUESTION OF COGNITION/COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE 

REFLECTION 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive reflection 

or cognitive conflict. 

1. If you are the owner of a frame shop and by mistake you have spoilt the 

photograph. What explanation would you give to the customer? 

2. If you were the writer what title would you give to this story and why? 

3. If you were the customer in this story, how would you react in the last part 

of the story? 

4. Why do you think, some important paintings should be restored? 

5. What would be the possible reasons you think for which the customer did 

not identify the mistake of the shop keeper. 

6. What types of photographs do we find in our houses? What information do 

the photographs convey us? 
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COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 

QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. How did the customer describe the man in the photograph? 

2. How did Dutta help the customer in choosing a frame? 

3. Dutta had met three types of customers. What were they? To which 
category did the young customer belong? 

4. What happened when Dutta was trying to find his pencil by shaking his 
dhoti? 

5. How did Dutta try to rescue the picture? What was the result? 

6. What was the ‘hoax’ that Dutta planned? 

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 
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ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

 In our life we did lots of mistakes unconsciously. Share one of your mistake 

that you have done in your life and what you have learnt from that mistake. 

OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. How would the shop keeper handle the situation, if the customer would 
identify the mistake? 

2. Do you think that Datta is a careless person? Discuss with the reference of the 
story ‘The Gold Frame’? 

3. Do you think the customer would return again calming ‘what you have done’? 
Justify your answer.  

4. Do you find any similarity between the characters data and the customer?  
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CHAPTER - 12 

JULIUS CAESAR 

CLASS-VIII                                                                          

TEACHING POINTS TO BE COVERED 

Following Teaching points will be covered 

1. Model Reading 

2. Explanation of the content 

3. Vocabulary and Grammar (Hard words and grammar- their meaning may be 

shown through chart & how to use them in sentences) 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

1. Listening skill will be developed among the students. 

2. Speaking skill will be developed among the students. 

3. Reading skill will be developed among the students. 

4. Writing skill will be developed among the students. 

5. Critical thinking and creative thinking will be developed among the students.  

Specific Objectives 

Student will be able to understand the story ‘Julius Caesar’. 

CONTENT PRESENTATION IN BRIEF BY THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

The content will be presented with the help of PPT. 

About the Author  

William Shakespeare was an English poet and playwright, widely regarded as the 

greatest writer in the English language and the world's pre-eminent dramatist. He is 

often called England's national poet and the ‘Bard of Avon’. Though no birth records 

exist, it is believed he was born on or near April 23, 1564, and this is the date scholars 

acknowledge as William Shakespeare's birthday. Shakespeare was born and brought 

up in Stratford-upon-Avon. At the age of 18, he married Anne Hathaway, with whom 

he had three children: Susanna, and twins Hamnet and Judith. Between 1585 and 



271 
 

1592, he began a successful career in London as an actor, writer, and part-owner of a 

playing company called the Lord Chamberlain's Men, later known as the King's Men. 

He appears to have retired to Stratford around 1613 at age 49, where he died three 

years later on 23 April 1616.  

He was buried in the chancel of the Holy Trinity Church two days after his death. His 

tombstone is marked with the following epitaph –   

‘Good friend, for Jesus' sake forbear, 

To dig the dust enclosed here. 

Blessed be the man that spares these stones, 

And cursed be he that moves my bones’. 

The Plays of Shakespeare 

The plays of Shakespeare have been studied more than any other writing in the 

English language and have been translated into numerous languages. He was rare as a 

play-write for excelling in tragedies, comedies and histories. His famous plays are:  

Comedies 

 All's Well That Ends Well 

As You Like It 

The Comedy of Errors 

Love's Labour's Lost 

The Merchant of Venice 

A Midsummer Night's 
Dream 

The Tempest 

Twelfth Night 

The Winter's Tale  

Tragedies  

Romeo and Juliet 

Julius Caesar 

Macbeth 

Hamlet 

King Lear 

Othello 

Antony and Cleopatra 

Cymbeline 

 

Histories  

King John 

Richard II 

Richard III 

Henry IV 

Henry V 

Henry VI 

Henry VIII 

About the Story  

Shakespeare's great political thriller tells the story of the conspiracy against Caesar, 

his murder and the defeat of his conspirators. Julius Caesar has returned to Rome 

triumphant from the war against Pompey.  The Roman republic is prepared to convey 

congratulation for his new honours. It causes panic among some senators who worried 

that too much power is held by one man. 
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QUESTION OF COGNITIVE CONFLICT/COGNITIVE REFLECTION 

1. If you were in place of Anthony, how would you represent yourself in front of 

the audience? 

2. To be a leader one has to be ambitious. How would you describe the character 

of Julius Caesar? 

3. When a person achieves the top level in life, he earns enmity due to the 

jealousy of others around him. What should one do to avoid enmity and defect 

in your achievement path? 

4. ‘Julius Caesar’ is seen even today in political, social and common life. People 

conspire, lie, and murder some great leaders or famous people. What traits in a 

man’s personality attribute this behaviour? How to bring a positive and 

progressive character in citizens? 

5. After murdering Caesar Brutas came to the public. What motive do you get 

from his conversation?  

6. Compare the speech of Mark Antony and Brutus. Whose speech was more 

effective on the public according to you? Why? 

On the basis of the  students’ divergent thinking, imagination, application, analysis 

and synthesis the teacher would asked the following questions of cognitive reflection 

or cognitive conflict. 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES/INTRA-GROUP DISCUSSION 

The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. The groups will have discussion 

taking one of the questions of cognitive reflection/conflict and will prepare a write up 

on the basis of their discussion. Maximum scope will be provided to have peer 

discussion. Here teacher will stimulate and guide the students. 

INTER-GROUP SHARING 

One of the members of each group will present the discussion points that they have 

done in the group. Maximum 3-4 minutes could be provided to each group. Teacher 

will not suppose to evaluate the groups, rather support and encourage or appreciate 

the groups for thinking. During presentation other groups may add some ideas. If any 

group would go with wrong idea teacher only will modify the direction of thinking of 

the group. 
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QUESTION-ANSWER SESSION 

Here teacher will asked few understanding and knowledge level questions to the 

students form text which is taught. 

1. Why did Brutus kill Caesar although he was his friend? 

2. What did the people of Rome say in reply to the questions Brutus asked 

towards the end of his speech? 

3. How did the crowd feel about Brutus towards the end of his speech? 

4. How did Mark Antony feel about Julius Caesar? 

5. Antony said that he came to bury Caesar and not to praise him. Is this true? 

Why or why not? 

CONCEPT MAPING 

Here teacher will asked the students to prepare a concept-map and to cognitize it. 

Teacher whatever taught in the class, students will prepare a diagram to relate the 

whole content in a short-cut way and keep in their mind in such a way that they can 

visualize it and can walks through all the component of the visualized diagram. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Teacher will give the following assignment on the application of the content learnt / to 

gather some information on the concept learning. 

 Prepare a list of 20th century popular British dramatist with their most notable 

works.  

OPEN BOOK QUESTIONS 

1. What was the reaction of the crowd after speech of Brutus? Do you think the 

people of Rome believed him? 

2. Do you think Brutus was a real friend of Caesar? Justify. 

3. Compare the character of Brutus and Mark Antony? 

 

 

 



275 
 

APPENDIX V 

Schedule for Two Days Orientation Programme on Open Book Examination 
Semester I 

 
Session 1 

(10:00 am-11:30 am) 
Session 2 

(12:15 pm-01:45 pm) 

Day 1 

 Introduction 

 Methods of English 
Teaching and it’s Limitation 

 Present challenges of 
teaching English 

 Introduction to Open Book 
Examination 

 Need for creating Open Book 
Environment in Secondary Schools 

Day 2 

 Discussion of the various 
components of the lesson 
Plans  

  Role of teacher in an Open 
Book Environment 

 Demonstration of a model lesson plan 
using PPT 

 Conclusion 

 

 

Schedule for One Days Orientation Programme on Open Book Examination 
Semester II 

Session 1 

(10:00 am-11:30 pm) 

Session 2 

(12:15 pm-01:45 pm) 

 Discussion with the various 
problems for implementation of 
the concept of Open Book 
Examination during class 
teaching. 

 Solutions for the problems in 
implementation of Open Book 
Examination 
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