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INTRODUCTION

History is a most important branch.of kmowledge. It forms an
integral part of human life as man is-eager by nature to be cognizgnt
of the past events and more particularly the witereabouts of his

ancestors and predecessors. The study of history helps mem derive

" legson from the past and opens .up new vistas for his progress in

future. It alge brings freshmess and adds new dimengions to man's
life. A person, unmindful of histeory, is deprived of the real joy of
life. An Arab poet .is .quite right in saying :

Md@/\_m ?_)/Q_Juo
xfuw c/éwd)p S|

(54/"&.5@)*’ oo (}" > &53
o7 i “a 7
%"He in whose heart no History is enscrolled,
cannot discerm in life's alloy the gold,

But he thalt keeps the records of the Dead,
Adds to his life new lives a hundred .fold.®

Tarikh or Higtory:

Opinions are divided as to the origin of the term "tarikh",
According to Al-Kafiji amd Al-Sakhavi, it is an .arabicised loan word
from Persian mah (moon) roz (day)1. Throwing light on its aori:gin

1See Al—-KafijJ.' Al-Hukhtasar Fi I1m al-Tarlkkr p.4T72 and its Mglish
version p.18% in Rosenthal, Franz; A History oi Muslim Historio-
graphy, Leiden, 1952. Also. see Al-Sakhavi; 21-I1&n bi al-tawbikh
li-man Dhamma ahl al-Tarikh (English v version) in "A Hist‘oryf of
Muslim Historiography" p.203.
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al-Sakhavi seys that the Persien word mahroz was. arabicised as
“muarrakh®, and the infinitive "tarikh® was formed from it%. Al-
Jawaliqui opines that it is. derivefli from. the Syriac word for "momth™
(trah)’. Al-Asmal end al-Jawhari think thet tdrikh or tewrikh is.of
Arabic origin®. Making & dialectical distinction between 'srrakhe snd
warrekha, al-Asmal observes ‘that. the Bamu. Temim (a tribe of' the
Arabe) say: warrekhtu al-Kitabs tewrikhan (I maffe.clear the time of
writing of the letter or the book) whereas- the Qays (amother tribe
of the Arabs) say: ’arrskhtuhm ta’r:?:]_:—_l}ﬁans. Franz Rosenthal supposes
it to be derived from the .South Arabic form “tawrilcg“” whoge root is
wyrich"®, He further holds that the Sowth Arabic root'Priéh" which
gserved to express the idea-of determining a document through. the use
of a data may also be the etymology of "tdrikh" .

As for the statement of al-Kafigi and al-Sskhavi that tarikh
is an arabicised form of the Persisn .'mahroz" or that "mahréz® was
arabicised as "murrakh® from which the infinitive "taXikh"™ wae
formed, it has no sound ground as the root of tarikh or mugrrskh and

that of mahroz seem to be entirely different.

Though it is very difficulkt to say a last word on the above
opinions, tie assumption that '*téri:.}c_t_g“ which means-the indication

21bid  p.312.

3.'E‘.ee Mgrgoliouth, D. S., I-eetures .on Arabic Higtorians, Delhi, 1977,
pp. 18, 33:

4“See Al-Ilan (Enghsh versa.on) in ® A History of Muslim Hieteriography'@

p. 203.
SIbid.

6See A Higstory of Muslim Historiography p. 11. Also see Lectures on
Argbic Higtorians, p. 18.
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of the ’c:i.me8 is of South Arabic origin appears more appropriate.
This agsumption gathers support from a Muslim tradition (reperted by
Itn Abg_ggaythamah through Muhammad b Sirin) which runs:«Someone
arrived from the Yemen and said (to ‘Umar, R.A.) that he had seen
there something which was called by the Yemenites “té%igg" and they
figure in their documents from a certain year and month. Whereupon ’

‘Umar (R.A.) said: "This is fine. Let us institate an era (érriggﬁ)".g

Another report also favours this assumption. The report says
that Yéia b-Umayyah, governor in the Yemen, wrote %o ‘Umar (R.A.) a
letter that was dated (mg%xrqu).‘ﬁmar (R.A.) liked it, and the
Muslim rather Hijra era.was-instituted.1o

The word “té&;&g“ does not occur in pre-lglamic literature,
nor does it occur in the Quran and the @ad{ﬁ3. It is mentioned in
Arablce literature first together with the stories of the introduction
of the Muslim (Hijrah) era. And it was first used in the sense of
agsigning the date in letters-and documents. Then, it acquired. the
meaning of "historical work™ in the second century of the Hijrah
(the eighth century A.D.) and that of "history" in the third century
of the Hijrah (the ninth century A.p.). M

®See Ibn Manzur; Iisan al-Arab, Vol. ITI, Qum(Iram), 1405 4.H.,

p.isand Lané, E.W. Arabic English Lexicon Vol. 1, Delhi, 1985,
pc *

«_
Isee %%61%?n (English version) in A History of Muslim Historiography,
pp. R

1OIbid P. 310. The Arabs had no permanent calendar in pre-Iglamic
times. But the custom of counting the year was prevalent smong them.
Its origin may be itraced as back as to the construction of the
Kabah by Ibrahim and his son, Ismail (ACS.). The permanent calendar
fgas h?gbze§, introduced into Arabia in 637/38 A.D. in the time of
mar - - .

11For further details see A History of Muslim Historiography

pp. 11, 12, 13, 14, . )
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Definition of Higtory:

There is divergence of opinion as to the definition of histery.
Each historian or scholar has defined it in his own way. The classical
Arabic historiographers define it as ‘'knowledge pertaining to a
country, customs and manners of a people, remaing of the people of

yore, as well as an account of the actions of those alive.”z

According to Ibn-Khaldun (A.D. 1332-1406), it is 1o more than

information about political events, dynasties, and occurrences of the i

remote pagt, elegantly presented and spiced with proverbs ——- 1t
\sb.owshhow changing conditions affected (human affairs), how certain
dynasties came to occupy an ever wider space in the world, and how
they settled the earth until they hearq the call and their time was
up. The inner meaning of history involves speculation and an attempt
to get at the truth, subtle explanation of the causes /and‘ origins of

existing things, and deep knowledge of the how and why of events.13

Al-Kafigi (1386-1474 A.D.) defines it as a branch of knowledge
dealing with time sections (zaman) and their circumstances, as well
as the circumstances of those which are connected with those time-

sections with a view to thelr fixation as to ‘time.m

According to al-Sskhavi (1427-1497 A.D.), it signifies a branch
of learning that is cc;nc.erned with research regarding. the occurrences
which take place in time, in the intention to establish their
12

See Faruqi, N.A.; Early Muslim Historiography, Delhi, 1979, p. 2.

151bn Khaldan; Muqaddimah, Beirut, 1981, pp. 3-4. Also see itas
English translation by Prauz Rosenthal edited by N.J. Dawood,
London, 1978, p. 5.

1451-Ka£i3i; Al-Nukhtasar and its English translation in Rosenthal's
"A Higtory of Muslim Higtoriography®™ pp. 470, 182.
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character and their place in time. In fact, it is concerned with ;

everything that was (and is) in the world.1?

e

According to another definition, History is tracing of those
events and conditions which show the manner in which the present was
sprung out of the past as an effect. As the civilization and social
systems, the ideas and impression, and the religious orders which
exist in the world at present, are the natural effects of past
events, Higtory is the investigation of those past events and their
arrangement in such an order as will admit of a delineation of the
manner in which each present event resulted from the chain of past

events. 16

By a most common definition, History means the past of |
mankind.

In John C.B, Webster's words, it is an unending conversation
between the past and the present carried on through the examination
of evidence and focussed upon concrete evente and changes in the

pa.s‘o;."7

‘Higtory', says J. Burckhardt's, 'is the record of what one
age finds worthy of note in another' .18

To Sir Charles Firth it is the record of the life of societies
of men of the changes which those gsocieties have gone through, of

‘17See An Introduction to History, 1981, p. 15.

15.&1 Sakhavi; 4 l-Ilan (Bnglish translation) in "A History of Muslm
Hlstorlography“, p. 205,

®5nib1i; A1-Pardg, Vol., I, azamgarh, 1956, p. 9  end its English
translation by Maulana Zafar ali, I:ahore, 1939, p. 12.

18

See his "Judgement on Higtory and on Historians®, 1959, p. 158.
_ — vy
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of the material conditions which have helped or hindered their

i development. 19

History may briefly be-defined as. a branch of knowledge wirich
investigates the past events, recording their dabtes and analysing

their causes and effects.

the.ideas which have determined the actions of those -secieties, and.

1Q:Seoa Rowse, A.L.; The Use of History, 1948, pp. 59, 60,
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