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CHAPTER V

S0CTO-FCONOMIC (ECONGWIC) CONDITIONS IN

“SRIMATA _ PURANA

The ‘Srimals Purene has referred to the existence of

many proféssions and economic sctivities in different

chapters, These incidental references are studied to trace

“ 3 T . 1
the economic activities of the region.

The’Sriméia.Puféna;has mentioned many castes conducting

a variely of economic activities. These are described here,

Professions of the Bralmanass

The most important group described by the’gzgimala Purana
is the Bfalmanas, -

These: professions were trade¢ through the help of the
study of the Avatankas of their goiras and other sowrces.

The main profession of the Bféhmaqas}was to learn the
Yedas, Sastrag, Upanisadas and doquire knowledge and teach
them to their descipless They were to perform the Yaiﬁhsaz
1 G.S.Chury, Castes and Clase in Indis

2 “srimale Purans, LXXII 5; 9, VII 42
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The Sr:imala ?ura.na gives the number of these Vedssalas as

four thousends,  This may be cénsidered an. exaggerated figure..

As we learn . from +he a.qo‘ount ofV Japksop.?‘: ,

The "schools rum -
by the bralmanas were celled Brohmogalag. . They existed near
tha_p;’egent’_(}(;?ermnent ;gst‘hbuée to the East of Vakpati-
garovara, the present Jagnath temple. The Dharmesastras,
Vedes; grammar end Jyotish (astrology) were studieds These
are already indicated by the study of ’the gotras, avataﬁkaa

and cakris of the Srimpli brabmanas.

Study of the Vedas:

' Vedag were suucu.ed as o source of income alse, .Daveg -
are consldered expert :hn two Yedas, while Triv%is{oonsa.dered z

magter of three Vedas.

The Srimale Puréna mentions that there were (1)Rig Vedi

brétmenas 7,000 (2) Yujurvedi brehmenag 4,000 (3) Sgms Vedi

brElmanas 22;000 (4) Atharvedl bralmenas 4,000, out of 45,000
brahmanas:  But the study of their Avatenkss indicate that

the brEhmenag were experts in two or three Vedas:

Other professions are also itraced below:

1 Vyas had the Kathag and wrote Tikas for their earning

2 _Yaﬁna.s were perfomedfby Awasthis and Agnihotries to
earn their livelihood. -

i

- 3 Salyas ran the schoole end earned their livelihood by

- - —---—---—:—-nu-—-u-u-um--a—--haua----——«qn -.-o---u----n

1 A.M.T.J’ackeon, Gagetteer of Bombey Pres:.dency, Vol.I
2 ‘Srimala Purang, LXXII 7 to 12




104

g_;lvipg, education to students., There were 4,000 Braima.
l “ i ~ N + - K

séles. \ _
4 The Josis did the work of Jyotisis and earned money
OJhas read sastré.e;‘ snd gave lectures and got the Da.kéina.

H

6 Bohras (Vora) did business and lent money to _othefs, They
were cultivators of land also and grew rice in ’sriméla‘

Esetra, Gaulama himself wes a good cultivator,

They had four lacg cows end the milk end ghde were 2

source of income to meet their financial needs.o

These professions indicate that ‘br’é.hnang.s were carrying
on a variety of economic activities including trade, agricul-
ture, study of vgrious subjectsy teaching and performing

religious duties.
Vanikag:

The gec_ond important caste recorded in §rimsle Purans was
of the Venikag. They were supposed %o carry on trade and
business and do,cultivationa4 Following the traditional

pattern, their origin is traced to be the thigh of V:i.gzm.‘5

Their pccupgtions _a.lsb have been traced through the study
of their avatankas given in the Adhiyaya LXX of the Brimala

Purana,

1 ‘Grimale Pursna, LXXII 5

2 Tbid, LXXIII 38-43, 49-61

3 Ibid, XI 74-75
4
5

Tbid, XIII 16~19
‘Tbid., XIIT 16-27
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The main occupations of these Vanikas were as follows:

Sarafa - Had the shops of gold and silver

0]

Kupali.za - S0ld the K _.g_'g__ (Pot) made of Camel and other
skins .

Patva - ‘Cloth merchants ?A saner of Pata)

ggndhi - Merchante in perfumed oils end scents
Parekhe - Worked as Sarafa

Javers/Javerl - Merchant of J‘eﬁgis" N

Kapadiys - Cloth merchant sold ell types of cloth
Cavediyad - Seller of baskets |

> N+ » B R« BN+ BN N 4}

Modi - Merchant selling groceries

10 Vorz or Bohra = Money lender ‘

11 h;l_e__ag_‘_s_. Sala Vachadiya - A person havmg a patagels that
;s g2 cloth mills

, Tt shows that the Vanikass of Srimals were good traders
and they were wealthy pgrsdns who cerried the business of
Jewels, Gold and Silver. They had mills of cloth end earned
a good income,

Sunarss

-1

The Sumars came out of the Varuns eight pattled Padama.

Sunar prepered ornaments of gold and silver for the éi*fmélia.




The other éastes and their occupations:

» The Smmala Pura.na. :l.n ;xgx & LXXIT named as Ksetra.
Prasansa., the num‘ber of oastes with their total nmnber a.nd

oceupation is given, - It seemed to be ex_a.ggeratefi when
cvomparédA to the 1ibst given‘ ‘in 'bhé Appa;idi;: 111, ‘on Bh:mma,l
by AM.T.Jackson in the G-a.zetteer of Bombay'éresidehcy. D.450,

Vole. io Both these lists are compared belows .

i

Ligt of Gazebteer numbered in . List given in number in

houses with their occupations Srimals Purena with occu-
‘ ' pations (S,P.LXXII, 6-28)
1, Brshmanas - i, Brahmenas 45,000 of 84

Avatenkss, Veda Patha,
Yaihias, Vratas and gaths
were, their occupa.tions.

A, Srimalis 200 houses ‘ A. Rigvedic brihmanas
: . - 73000

B, Shevaks (Mege Brohmenss the B. Yujﬁrved'i brahmanas
‘ w_qrsﬁ'i‘pper of Sun) 35 houses. 1%,000
G, Sadhz (Beggars) 10 houses: C. Samavedi brahmanas
———— 24,000
D. Shoamia (Alike beggers) 10 D. Athervedi brzhmenas
houses . 4,600

E, Deshantris (Saturday 0il-
- begger) 1 house

F, A g__:qgas or funeral brameanas Total Bréhmansgs:

1 house . 45,000

¢, Garodag-Priests -of - Bhambbiasg
Leather workers 2 houses

2. Vanlkas ¥ahajan, chiefly gswals 2.4, Vanikas of thirty
“=0f mony sub-divisions 475  gotras - 90,000

fouses Venikas ‘Dh tak: t.
B, Venikag Dhano atag
of eighteen go%ras
18,064
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S.

6.

.v’

B.

9.

10.

11,

Kesaras or Prags Smith -
4 houses

Patrias (Dancing girls) -
30 houses

Faumiag ghat is Solanki
Jggirdars ~‘15 houses

A. Rangrez (Dyers) -2 houses

B, Bandaras (Calico Printers)-
35 houses

Karias or Salavats (Masons) -
6 houses

Not given in the list

A, Nais or Barbers -« 7 houses

B. Khevas (Fhumias servants)-
12 houges

Yot given in the list

¥alis (Gardenmers) - 25 houses

12, Mahajens chiefly Oswal =

3.
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Kangaras - 2,000

)
- Nagenayakas
4, (Ganikas) (Dancing Girls) -

5.

6.

7.

8e
e

10.

11,
12,

o 9,000
Kagtriyas - 36,000

Rangakas - Rangaras (Dyers)e
5,000

Sompa (Masons) - 5,000

Sutradharag mentioned in
Gujarati - translation
ag Natag - 3,000

Ksorkaras (Barbers) - 1,000

Rajakanatas:. mentioned in
Gujarati-translation as
Dhobis - 1,000

Vanamalis - 4,000

Vonikas of other castes -

475 houses 5,000
(Other castes of Vanikas are not mentioned)
13, A, Fhills - 120 houses 13, Sudrag - 2,500

B, Irigers or Arrow mekers - O houses

C. Bhambiss leather workers - 40 houses

D. Waghria castrator - 1 houses

E. ¥irasis (Muskman Drummers) - 8 houses

?.'Dholis or Drum besters - 12 houses

G+ Sargaras (Bhil messengers) - 1 house

H. Jatiyass or Tanners - 17 houses

1. Kfatik or Butchers -working as tanners - 1 house

Js Mochis or shoe mekers - 30 houses

K. Mehtars or sweepers - 1 house
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14, Sunars - 30 ho{gses o 14, Xaledas mentioned .in

Gu,jaratz translation as

3 vy ,‘§ (GOld Mith) -,
, . 8,064

15, Kumbbars - 12 houses’ ' 15. (Prajdpatis)(S.P.XIIL,

Other eastea not given in §rima'la Pura.na-

6

. 1.
. 3e
4s
Ba
6.
7e
8
9.

12) Kumbhakars(Potters)
(S.P.LXXII 6-22) 5,000

Ganahis or Ollpressers - 50 houses

‘Khsﬁ:m or wood workers - 12 houges

Ehéﬁsa - 120 houses including 80 houses Gunas or grain earriers

Raghhé."bs or Brahmabhats, genelogiets « 40 houses
Rehbaris or Herdsmen = 70 Thouses o
Loha¥ or black smiths « .5 houses

Dgrj:is or Tailors = 12 houses

Jats (cu;tim:hor(sl) - 2 hoﬁses

>

Castes of Wusalamdnss
A W .

3

i) Yusalman potte:&s ‘(Mohilas) - 4 houses

11) gotv-véig or Pinjéras = 15 houses

iii) Visyata Muslam‘é‘né; Pa.dlock‘malcerr = Locksmiths = 1 house
iv) Turki Vohras that is memons = 2 fxouées ‘
v) Ohurig_a_‘ z'é I!Zusalmé?n‘a Iiroi'y bangle makex;s - P:'housea,

- Mirasis - 8 hous‘e‘s; Rangrej - 2 houses, and Karias
saldvats - 6 houses, given in the list of ‘Bombay
Gazetiesr are also Musalmens. The totzal number of

houses was 1,400 only.
‘Ih&xeg’,‘\study of 1lists would indicate that the Puranakar has

teken into congideration most of the professions noted by J‘acksgn.

1y

This study points out that the Rursnskara has given a faire
good idea of the economic activities of the region.
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Trade and Commerce:

%riméla was constructed by Visvakarméland the city was

compared to Kééi, Alkapuri, Lanka and Amrévatiz seecmed to be
exaggerated one, It has fort-walls and a big and deep canal

ground it.5 Jackson and Finch Xerr and Iﬁflet identified the

same.4 It had many gates and doorkgepers? There was an

5

immerfort also where only specified persons” were allowed to

goe. the city was more beautiful than heavenvand had the
houses with ivory pillars®, gerlands of Menis which lighted in

e

the place of lamps in nighte. ;hglnumbar of'the'u&ldingéwas
given seven 1&0310 and meny had Sav

iran KalaBas and flags over

their topsil, which denoted the buildings of the most wealthy
persons,

1./Srimdls Pursns, IX 1

Ze I‘bid? X 20
3, Ibid, IX 23

] Vol, I(History of Gujarat) App.III,Bhinmal
4, Gazetteer of Bombay W,&VI PP.450=451

5. Srimale Purdna, XIX 8
6. Ibid, XIX 8
7. Ibid, X b4

' 8? ITbid, X 85

9. Ibid. X &7

10. Ibid. LXXII 23

11, Tbid, X 56, &7
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The city had 18,000 cohatas (Business and trade centrés),
two ]:ac“shops1 all lined and crossed on gohatfs, The number -
of thegﬂ;;;>wms 84% (eighty foui),and it was constructed with'in

“g“ ) ) ’ 4 Goutamasarovara
five kos and i?;tfffa goyered five Yojanga( It extendeﬁ&ig

North to Trambakegvarovera in East and then to Bakassrovaras in
W

south,

It was a big centre of commerce and business. The figures
given above seem %o be exaggerated, when compared to the list -

of the Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, ‘the number was only 1,400
6

inhabited houses,

The businessmen dealt mostly in cloth prepared in/Pat, ééléb,7

gold, Jewels, scent, gold and silver ware and groceries.
. p— . ‘

There were other oraftsmen also like Kanagaras (brass

smiths), potters, barbars, gardners, washermen and masong?,

Singing and dancing was elso enjoyed by t@e people and

Nates enacted their playé.lo

1,’Sr§ﬁ£1a Purana, LXXII 23
2. Ibid, XIX 56

3, Tbid, VIII 14

4, Ibid, LXXII 24

5, Jbid., IX 51, VIII 13’
6., Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency, Vol,I p.450

7. Srimfls pursne, LXXIT 12-25; IX 11
8, Ibid, LXXII 1223
9._Tbid, LXKIT 12-22
10, Ibid. LXXII 12-22
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Currency of'érimgia:

Dinngr was used as the coin in Srimals, Eail« Jinjer sold
1

hig flowers in 10 dinnars, Niska was the gold coin, The

Vanika Sunands gave nine lac Nisgkas and took Laksami to Pdtan.

Retanas were also used in Srimsle. Niga Taksoke bribed

Kasyapa with them and later returned to‘érimﬁlanagarg.a

Ratanas conld beachieved by digging in Ratnamele that is

4
grimala seid the goddess Lakgami.

* Drams which was the coin of Srimsla was not mentioned in
Purapa.s Dr.B.J.Sandesara is of the opinion that this coin
was operated by the famous King Varmalata in’SrEméla.6 It was
meddmdmmemem used upto thirteeth century. Bombay Gazetteer

gays that it was a Boar coin and was known to Indosassganian,

1 %rihgla Purang, XIX 7
2 Ipid. LXXV 4:18
3 TIbid, LXVI 15, 22, 24

S

4 7Tbid, LXII 80

5 Eﬁp Granthe 'Nisitha Curni' writes the Draoma was the coin

of Bhimmal,

it is also in Upkalsa Gaca Patavali, Braht Kelpa Bhagiya

Tike, Part II p:574 and Lekha Paghati, pp.20,33,35, Brahata
Kalpasutra by Acherya Ksemkirtani, Part II, pp.574 '
6 B.J.Sandesara, Jain Agam 8ahityax@?ggi§£§E/ ST{hdn{%kﬁﬂm&a
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' The 1ndist1nct image of a flre temple on a coin was

wrongly imagined 40 be an asséhead and this error lezad to

the coining of the term *Gadhia Paisa'% It wag uged in
. . ‘ ¢ mASSas 2aded : ‘

Tran and West India.

‘Bubsidiary meanss

I Agriculture' The majorzty af the gopulation were
cultivators.‘ The land of Sramala has bean called

'Saj amagﬁani' 1nm8rimgla Purane. end it grew crops

;;ke rice in ébgndance which could feed the persons
for seven yeors in famineag

I1 Herdsmanship ané Pasture rescurces: The benk of the
-river_Srévanti as pasture reseur@es.and as the list of

Bombay Gazetteer in Appendix III in Bhinmal mentioned

the number of houses of Rehbaris or herdsmen 70, denoted

that sheeps and goats were also a megns of income,

IIT Animal hunbandarys ?iénu gave four lac cows to the

Brahmanas which fed in the pastures of Sraxanti shows

that animal husbandary was also a source of income,

§
S OVR N o e D IS AR G G MNP O T A T S WA W S AP SO S W W W R P KT IR R S AN e B S G D G W W W S G A G e M S R B D e G B A6 W W G e

Lo
1 Bombay Presidency Gazetteege’b;QGS

orimala PUfana, LXXIII 47«48 ’
A.h.T.Jack on, Bombay Presidenqy Gazetteer, Vol.I 3.450

Do B )

Srzmala Pufana, XI 5 74,?5



113

Tt shows that ‘Srimala was basged socio-economically‘on

sound footings and its soclety was self-gufficient.

Forestsand their resources:

_~— - _
5rimals had forests called Nimigaranyaland Varuna Kshana®-

S ———

where the trees like Saga, Tadi, Tamala, Punage, Coconut, date-

palm, Bakula, ggvidéiaka, Jamuna,'Pipa;a were grown, These

were a gresl source of income for the people of-ﬁ;i&éﬁa.a

4 6

The beautiful fmrniture,'Torangs ’ imggps5 and‘pillars of

houses were prepared frop the wood of Brimals Ksetra.

_ From the above description of “Srimalaksetra we gather that
"it was blessed. with an abgndanee,of4natuxal‘resources which

led to sconomic prosperity of ite people. Moreovér, the .
economic resources were of such nature'thaﬁ the‘socigty of the

town could lead an economically self-sufficient life,

1 ‘Srimale Purgna, LXIII 26
2 Ibid, LXIV 19, ITI 21-23
5 Ibid, IV 3-4 :

4
5

;BEé;ﬂXLIII 91 -Torana of Sun temple was of wood o

Dr.B.J.Sandesars says the images of Laksami and Sun brought.
from Srimale to Patena are of wood. There are two images
of Laksamis on the temple of Sundhamsts, Sogandhike and
’Sriznglra Purana, LXXV 9-18

6 Srimala Purene, IX 4-8 | *



