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CHAPTER VI

SOOIO-ECOHOMIC STRUCTURE (CASTES & SOCIAL PRACTICES)
nr 'srieiala phrasta '

Hindus are divided in four ferns* They are brahmanas. 

Ksatrlyas. Vaigyas and Sudras. Each varna is further 

divided into several castes. Each caste forms a different 

socio-economic group which can he identified hy its name.

The author of'grimala Purana has given details of the numerous 

castes living in "srimala. These were Brahmanas. Vanikas.

Bhils and others hut of these castes the Purana emphasises

the Brihm&ngs As’ for their origin it is stated that they
. - - - * * ■ *

emerged from the following groups of Risis as given in
<•

chapter X of the 'srlmala Purana.

The details of their original home is as follows*
Home of the original home Ho. of Brahmin as

invited byVianu
y ' , »

1 The place of Visvlmitra1 a Tanas... 500

2 The place of Ehagiratha*s Tanas... 10*000

3 The place where Pinda is offered to get Punya... 500

4 Kaliniara. where Aaastya the husband of
Lopamudrgrhad nraoi iaed Tanas... 700

5 Mount Mahendra. place of Htsrgava Parasrama* s
Tanas... 300

6 Bank of the river flowing from Mount Kandod.1*000
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7 Devi Suryarka.«. 808>
8 Gokarana the asrama of Agastya... 1,000
9 East of Triveni... 500

10 Gautama* a place of Penance: river Godavari... 108
11 Prabhas... 132
12 Mount n.Hayanata... 105
13 Malkhel Kanya. Hisakara’s place of Tana. •. 110
14 Gautaml. where Hahesmati* s husband enchained

DaaSnana... 79
15 Handivaradhana the place of request to sea by

Rgaa for fort... 1,000
16 Saugandhika Mountain... 100
17 Pusakaxa. place where Parvati incarnated her-

k selfout of Vata tree... 455
Is Vaidurya*s Mountain peak where Qravasi

attracted Gsahiraja... 801
10 Cayavana aaarama, place of Madhavi* s Ya.fgma... 150
20 Matsya* s Uddhara ty Bhargave. mouth of river

Gangs... 1,000
21 Mount Puroaata... 2,000
22 Mount Badriharayana... 800
23 Sangam of Gangs and Yamuna, nlace of Purva#s^irth.77^     200
24 Birth place of Svaml Kartik&ya viz. Kuruksetra... 100
25 Mount Hemakuta, the place of river Banda and

anara Hands... 300
26 The place of Parasrgmats Tanas4.. 108
27 The place where Devtas worshipped'Siva and

Paravati... 3,000
28 Sarsvata brahmanas came from Mount Tungag^rahya. "'the'1'nlace of river Sargvati... 1,000
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29 Prom river Kosiki where Visvamitra had his Tapas... 3,000

30 River Saryua?.. 101

31 Somasvama the. place of Somavali... 1,000

32 Mount Madhavika... 900

33 Confluence of river Ganga and Ocean..* 2,500

34 — XRicika Risi* s asrama...
i ■ i ii | i

1,200

35 Mari Tirtha... 800

36 Citrya ratha... - 5,000

37 Maratirtha... 800

38 VinSana Esetra...
ft

1,600

39 Vaislya and Gandaki... 1,000

40 River Eimpunkhva. •. • 450

41 Bhrama Tirtha... 600

42 Dharamaranya... 700

43 Sat Sahastra tirtha.;.. 300

44 Avanti... 500

45 TCsts if • • 100

.-- 1Risi Gautama came after the arrival of all the Brahmanas.
Some of , ,, ^ad tlle

the brahmanas where called Angirasas because they perform
Veda Patha „ '

/«e£=¥s35B». This list is very interesting and seems to

indicate the desire of the author to give sanctity to these

places and Gotras to the Brahmagcsbf £rimala. They are

divided still in many 'amanafiae two of them are Marwari Amana~

and Mewari Amana. Smanapac constitute the divisions of a

1 Primal a Purana, X 42
■■■ 1 11 .......... ......... -

2 Ibid. XI 22, 27
-------- -------
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caste in a particular area with, reference to the rules 
regarding inter-marriage customs and other socio-religious 
customs and conventions. m MaTwari Amanas there are 
Primal is who are called Luni Kantha. Saglkantha. SunthartvaT 
and so on. ihe above tradition prevailing at present denotes 
in the places where they migrated and established. A portion 
of ferimalis were of Sarasvata brahmanas. Mount Kalinjara 
and Sagaundhika and city Prabhas* Pusakara and U.i iavanta

i

might be indicative of places of origin}, ^others might have 
been fictitious.

It seems true that the present Isrimaili brahmanas came 
from outside the tSrimala Ksetra and were named as Isrimalis
* .-it , r* ' *
after their residence in the city Isrimila. Pandit landarama
Saimaa says Srimalis possess eighteen kinds of knowledges of 

-a _fourteen Brahmanada. Probably this might be an exaggeration
* O

and traditional account only* 2hey were already known as 
Srimalis before the foundation of the city Srimala. Shis 
is an impossibility as the brahmanas will never be known as 

‘Srimalis prior to 13ie establishment of Bhinmal. In Marwar 
census report the"’'Srimali brahmanas are mentioned as Panoa 
dravida and are sub-division of Gur.iaras. who came from 
Gujarat.

Prom the exploration work certain pottery, types such as 
R.P.W. and Black and Red Ware, were found on the mount of

1 ''Srimala Purina, XI 17
2 Hunshi Hardy ala, Marwar Census resort. 1891 Castes ^Srimalis
3 Pandit Nandarama Sanaa."'Srimala Sidhanta* p.7
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ljfavlakheghvaraJfehade va. Many pieces of Homan amphore- are
collected from here. This indicates that 'srimala was already 
an important city in about the Pre-ehristian and early Chris­

tian period. At this time the present Gujarat was not known

with its present name5 hence the view of Munshi Hardyal is* '■*’«- ' • ' •

not tenable.
'Wimali Brahmdngs are divided in fourteen gotras and each 

gotra has its own Kuldevi. Bhairva. Isarma. Vinsaraka and Rudra* 

They had their proficiency at least in oneor many Vedas. The 

Sakha of each gotra is also given. m each gotra a man was 
supposed to be specialised in a particular Sakha of Veda. The 

Bravara and eighty four Avatankas are also given. Pravara 

denotes an original person or progenitor of the gotra. Ava- 

t.anka verified the profession and place related to them. TheU"""r.-f-r^— i - ...

Ava tanka is the corresponing form of the Gujarati word A taka' V ..... ■rnimr.mi.m-LW

which helps in knowing.the profession and place of the said 

sub-caste or caste. This becomes clear from the following*

i# Trivedi* One having proficiency in three Vedas. They 
adapted the Vedio Karama for their living. The places related 
to them may be traced as follows* 
a) Trivadi Tokara from Tokara 
h) Trivadi Bakulia from Bakula
c) Trivadi Bho-pal from Bhopala
d) ^iva<3i Harecha from Barta in Ehinmala Tehsil 
©) Trivadi Uhamana from Una
f} Trivadi J'a.iddla' from Jajdola
g) Trivadi Jaisaliva from Jasola
h) Trivadi Mera from Merawada hear Pusakara.
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2. O.lhas; They preached and delivered lectures and has 

sastrartha with Oflha i.e. with force as they had mastered 

the sasatras. Their places were;

1. Tokara, 2. Bakulia. 3. Bbopala* 4. Uavlakha. S.Ounda 

and 6. Sacadiya.

3* Vyasa: They were the Kathakaras. They were also from:

1, Bakulia. 2. Dahlia. 5.Ehopala* 4.3Tavalakfaa and 

5. Kocara.

4. Daves They had mastery over two Ye das and did Vedic

garma. It was the source of their earning. They resided 

at: i. Matkara. 2. Unamana. 3.Paharia. 4. Hareca(Marta).

5, Sancalavada. 6. Kelvada. 7. Campanera. 8. Jewana in

Jalore District. 9«Pumaneoa (Puna in Jalore district).

10. Khadia. ,

5. Josi worked as Jyotisis. The places related to them are

1. Bhopala. 2. Jasala and 3. lartaioa (Marta)*

6. Thakuras They were chieftains i.e. Jagirdaras of the

following villages: 1. Hartsca (Hsata in Bhinmala tehsil)f
■ ' " ' «> i

2. Lapsa. 3. Bhiya. 4. Kapi.lala.

7. Vhora: They did the business of their money lending or

they had their own shops and markets. Their places are 

1. Ja.idola. 2. Bhahhata. 3. Kidiya. 4. Dhandhalvala.

8. Avasthis They worked on the Ya.jna. so they were called 

Agnlhotra gonadra is the place related to them.
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The above places related to them are in West Rajasthana 

and Worth and West Gujarata, The table efctaehed herewith 
help# in tracing the above facts. That these ‘Srimalls 
brahmanas moved from y8rimala and resided back to these places 

can easily be presumed* They worship their own Kuldevis. 
Bhairvas. Yinayaka. Sarma. Yaksa. Yinayaka and Rudra as given 
in the table attached.

which
There are eighty four avatankas/were divided into fourteen

... l,

cakaris (meaning the Gujarati work Gola which means the certain
getKsetra(area)). They preferred better to ffiSCiy their daughters 

marbled .
ipx their own cakari1 l.e. area. They are as follows#
I Cakari: (1) Ojha saliya (2) Travadi Gadhe (3) Travadi

Bhopala (4) Travadi Kanodara (5) Ojha Tokara 
(6) Travadi Mera.

II Cakari: (l) travadi Dasotara (2) Travadi Ayatara
(3) Yora Jajdola (4) Viyas. Upaliya (5) Viyas 

Bakuliya (6) Vora Bhambhala.
III Cakari: (l) Travadi Lohotara (2) Travadi Sakhantra

(3) Travadi Kasapiya (4) Travadi Pavadotra
(5) Travadi Upaliya (6) Dave Goda.

IV Cakari: (l) Josi Gandesa (2) Travadi Bhiya (3) Dave

Manavetra (4) Yora Peta (5) Travadi Tokara

(6) Travadi Sagada.
V Cakari: (1) Travadi Tokara (2) Travadi Bakuliya (3)

Ojhabhopala (4) Avasthi Kanodra (5) Travadi 

Saliya (6) Yiyas Gadhe.

1 Srimala Purana. LXIX
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VI Cakari:

VII Cakari:

VIII Cakari:

IX Cakari:

X. Cakari:

XI Cakari:

XII Cakari:

XIII Cakari:

XIV Cakari:

(1) Dave Hadi (2) Dave Kanerya (3) Avasthi 

Agnihotri ’ (4) Travadi Josaliya (5) Josi 

Panealiya (6) Travadi Karacanda.

(1) Ojha Bakuliya (2) Viyas Bhopala (3) 

Travadi ilareca (4) Josi Pandeoa (5) Dave 

Jampana (6) Dave Kocara.

(1) Josi Bhopala (2) Viyas Pureca (3) Ojha 

Kavaleka (4) Viyas Kavalekha (5) Thakur 

larteca (6) Dave Bhiya.

(1) Travadi unamadiya (2) Travadi Vacadiya 

(3) Dave tatiya (4) Vohra Kidiya (5) Josi 

Earteca (6) Ojha Vadhaliya.

(i) Thakur Kapinjala (2) Thakur Bhiya (3) Dave 

Gautamxya (4) Ojha Aeadiya (5) Trava Vata 

Muhaliya (6) Travadi Ja'jadola.

(1) Dave Panoatora (2) Dave Nareca, (3) Dave 

Pathaka (4) Dave lapsa (5) Dave Suhtavannaneca 

(6) Dave la&kara.

(l) Dave Unamena (.2) Dave Pandiya (3) Dave 

Delvada (4) Dave Dvitya (5) Dave Pancaneriya 

(6) Dave Cancalvadiya.

(1) Josi Gautamiya (2) Dave Dnandhalvadiya 

(3) Vora Pandiya (4) Dave Vaatara (5) Viyas 

Kocara (6) Dave Kijiya.

(1) Dave Vantara (2) Dave Puraneca (3) Dave 

Jivaneca (4) Dave SarnaKoya (5) Dave Kelvadiya 

(6) Dave Shad iya.-
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Tile areas and Tillages of the 'Srimalis can easily he 

traced by, with the help of these cakaris also, as the first 
word denotes the profession and last word denotes the place- 
name, for example, Dave Khadiya - Dave meaning the proficiency 
in two Vedas and Kbadia is village of Gujarata. Many places 
have changed their names or ruined, hence it is difficult to 
identify them correctly and exactly in a map.

Ceremonies and customs of"Srimali brahmanas:

Marriage:
The Igrimali brahmanas follow the Hindu system but they 

have some peculiar ceremonies confined to their own caste.

When the bridegroom goes to touch the Torna in the bride* s 
house, he is accompanied by his mother and the latter together 
with the mother of the bride walks four times round the Chovari 
Hext day the bridegroom touches the tourna with a stick in 
place of a sword. The bridegroom wears a Dhoti instead of 
rich dress and ornaments and he goes to his father*s house and 
takes four rounds with his bride. The day following he lifts 
up the bride in his arms and again takes her four times round
the fire. The ceremony is called cambraka. They dp so,

— 1 because goddess Daksami and Visnu ordered them*
* ►

Other ceremonies of marriage of Primal i:

1. Euldfpa Mahotsava: It is performed before one day of the
marriage to get rid off of the evil spirits. ^Srimala

1 Srimala Parana, XLV 54, 55 and 60
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Pigana in chapter LXIII gives the story of a Daitya
nnm-T»Tnr-rmr«.ri ^

' _ >| « *Krita* who troubled the l3r imali girls. In the night

Kuldina is lighted on the ground cleaned by cowdung,
Manglika songs are sung and cankha is sounded. The
Bridegroom* s party of women would go to the house of the

"T**

bride and circumambulate Vedi with Kuldina and pour ghfee 

in the dinas of each other.

On the following day Kandimukha Sradha ceremony is 
2performed. In it Bandimukha Pitras are satisfied, it- 

It was suggested by goddeiaXamala. Visnu and Gannati 
are worshipped. The bride is made Pramanika (the girl 
fit for marriage) on this day. She wisest woman of 

the bridegroom side goes to the house of the bride and 
pours Kumkum .iala out of Cankha on the bride and measure 
the bride with a moli thread from her top to toe. The 

cocoanut would be offered to the bride and a tilak of 
kumkum is done on her forehead.

2, Rati.loga celebration; It is perf orraed at the house of 
the bridegroom when he brings his bride at his house on 
that night. Kuldevi and Yogamaya (Mahalaksami) are 

worshipped by Rati.lode celebration. Women sing Manglika 
songs to worship the Devi.

3. Mahalya Sradha is done at the time of marriage when 
bride returns to the home of her husband to please the 
Ragas - it was promised to Haga Kankola by the Sriaalia.^

1 ~%yimala Purina. LXIII 13-19 
2tx Ibldj, LXIII 21-29 

y Ibid. XXXIX 32, 33, 34, 35 and LXXI 1
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It is performed in the month of Bfaadra also. . ' 1 2 3

The feast of marriage celebrations
i

1 Kalevai It is arranged before one day of the marriage**-.

2 Varoti: The father of bridegroom gave this feast on the

second day of marriage.

3 Gorva; It is the last feast. The father of the bride 

invites the party of bridegroom. It is done to please the 

Biksasi Sarika and the Devi Gori and Mahalaksami are—1 1'»..............* ...... ——— 1 ---------------------V ""■

worshipped.

4. Achchhaaat It is the celebration and the feast given in

the rest house of bridegroom called Janivasa. The bride is
3offered ornaments by the family of the bridegroom.

The garment of bride and bridegroom were never washed and 
kept safe to keep the memory of their marriage alive.4 5 6

Other ceremonies of Srimali Brahmanas;
" r 1 1 ~ »

Other ceremonies suggested to be observed in Srimala Purana 

Adhiyaya LXXI are as follows*

1 Dasa Plnda Sradha to be done on the ninth day of death of
5Srimali bfahmanas. Khicari. and Bali used in meals........................ ...... .. - ..............................-------------------------------------------------*...— ——•**

62 Skadaaa and Sapindi Karana were also observed.

1 Srimala Purana. LXXI 9

2 Ibid. LXXI 8
3 Ibid. LXXI 8
4 Ibid. LXXI 9
5 Ibid. LXXI
6 Ibid. LXXI
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3 %s°ra Parana (sharing of heads) was observed after death1 2.

i
Saradhas were observed,

4 ffavaratri Paranas were necessarily observed by Primal! 
Brahmanas.^

thisAbove all oustoms and ceremonies are obseved upto-day 
by all persons of the Ksetra except the custom of Astamangla-

4

fera.

Social patterns observed only by Srimali brahmanass

Kokil Mata: As brid cuckoo lays her eggs in the nes/i of the
crow and the latter brings it up, Ihen the baby grows older, 
it flies to its parental group.

In the same way the ^rimali grls left their parental gotra 
and adopted the gotra of their husband after marriage but they 
returned back to their parental group after death. Spindi- 
karana Sradha was done by their parents. It was the Kokil- 
mata of 'Srimala purana.3 4 5

Festivals or Functions and Ceremonies mentioned in 'Srimala 
Purana which are out of date now-a-days:

l.Candisa Yatrat Candisa ratha yatra started from the templeCandinath as a 4 __
of/«* state function, Indra saw Ahilya first time in the

K __said function. The present Soripu.ja or Gangore function of 
Rajasthan are copy of it,

1 Srimala Purana,
2 Ibid, LXXI
3 Ibid, LXXI
4 Ibid, XLVI
5 Ibid. XLVI

LXXI
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2. Manda Sathama: It ms observed on seventh day of As van!.

The ISrimalis dressed as Kirata or Ehila and snatched their 
hair. They wept and rolled before the Ratha Yatra of 
Atmadhara Sun as if somebody ms dead. It was done to 
save themselves from any type of epidemic.1 2

Kathas and Vratas of "Sr imalis:

1. Carita (character) of the king Praksita and Naia Taksaka
— , - . ' 2were told as Katha by Srhnali bfahmanas.

2. Mahalaksami Yrata Katha is also mentioned (ISrimala Purina
......... .................... ............ . ""...... ...... ........... . ..........

LXV) • The Katha was told to King imrlka by Lord Visnu.
/

It was to be observed on the eighth day of Bhadra Krisna 
Paksa and was told as Durvastmi Yrata also. A eight 
petailed Padama was prepared and deity’ -

1. I5ila on South
2. Ylsalaksi in South-West

mmmmm^ |

3. Laksami in West
4. KamalaT in Yayayya (North-West)
5* Kumar ika in North
6. Vasafhavi in North-East
7. Sata in East
8. "ianta in South-East

1 ^Srimala Purina.- XXXXIV 39-44, 47, 48. This function was
observed in. Patana also, says Dr. B, J iSandesara as he him­
self has seeri it in his boy-hood in his own native town Pa tana. 
On Holi festival Ghota Gera is observed in place of this 
function^, -*v> tWi J

2 Ibid. LXYI
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and deity were worshipped with Sri Manda and Visnu

' / *

and Mahalaksami. Gadadhari Yisnu must he left and 
Kusamayudha in right.

3. V^atfaa was observed in the night for sixteen years.
A golden image of haksami and Lakeaml-narayana was

' - igiven in donation to a Brahamana.

4. ~Sr imala Purina and its many chapters were read as
__ oKathas for getting son, wealth and hapiness.

The following is the table prepared to show the Gotras
_ __ ___ ' jjand Avatankas of Brihmanas given in 'srimala Puranas-

(Table on next page)

1 ^Sr imala Purina. LXY
2 IbidU^LXY, L3CYIII
3 Jbid. LXIX
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Castes of Brahmanas other than Srimalis related with 'Srimala
Puranas

*

1. Saindhavast

^Srimala Purana mentioned that five thousands Brahmanas 

came from Sindh. They were experts in Vedas and other know-
ledges (Vidyas). They came to ^srimala when other Brahmanas

#

were invited hut they did not accept the Gautama as their 
over intellectual or supreme scholar and challenged his 
greatness hence they were expelled froai"Srimala.^

The conflict between the Brahmanas of "Srimala and
Saindhavas continued for many years. The Saindhavas were
seen taking revenge in Adhyaya XXXVII and XXXVIII of "Srimala
Purina. The Brahmanas of SaindhaVa Aranya pleased the ocean
to take revenge of the insult done hy the "Srimali Brahmanas.

✓The ocean sent the RaksasT Sarika and she began to kidnap the 
girls of 'Srimalis. The nagara 'Srimala was ruined. It 
remained in ruined condition for 164 years (Srimala Purina

i

XXXVII).2 3 4

The "Srimala nagara was reconstructed hy the Xing "SripunJa 
Sarika was pleased, when"Srimali brahmanas accepted to arrange

4some feasts on the marriage occasions to please her.

1 'Srimala Purana. XI 84

2 Ibid. XI, 25, 28,
3 Ibid. XXXVII 2 to 12
4 Ibid. XXXVIII 18 to 20



The Gujarati translator of §rimala Purana said that
these Saindhavas are present Pusakarana brahmanas^who reside

*

in West Rajasthan, specially in Bikaner, Jalsalmer and Jodhpur 
districts*

In Pusakarno Ka Itihas. a Hindi work, Shri Viyas Mitha:.
r

Lai mentioned that '“Srimala Purana had one hundred Adhiyayas
and actual number who came to 'srimala on the invitation of
Lord Visnu were fifty-thousands brahmanas. As the present 

' - - thotisands brahmanas.work mentioned only seventy-f ire chapters and 45^ Viyas '
Mitha Lai says that 25 chapters were dedicated for the culture
of Salndhavas and their number was five-thousand who left

''srimala to reside in Sindh. It seems true* She brahmanas
...  n. -r»- ■ ....... .....  —  

left for Sindh might had migrated to the deserted area when
Sindh came entirely under the control of Islam. Viyas Mitha
Lai and Marwar Census report mentioned that Sarika is worship-
ped as tMtadevT by Pusakarana.8 It is true upto this day*

Dr.Bevraj holds that as these Saindhavas built the city
Pokarim in Jaisalmer, they began to be called Bokararia, brahmans

They dug up a lake there, so they worship the spade and
Kuhdali at the time of the marriage. It is wrong to say
that they are Beladar and dug the lake of Pusakar as Mr.Tod
holds in his Antiquity of Rajputana. As they supported the
way of Fusti by not accepting Gautama as head of Brahmanas and 

# 1. - _ — 3left Srimala. they are called Pusakarna. The present
*

1 “srimala Purana. p,675
2 Munshi Hardyala Singh, Marwar Census Report 1891, Pusakarana 

Brahmanas.
3 ^Srimala Purana, XI, 24-27 and XXXIX 18-25
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Pusakarana Brahmana adopt the above theory. They, take the 
». ■ "

lake Pokarana as sacred* They go there to worship their 

family deity Asapuri. It is the same goddess who took 
revenge on'srimalis and fulfilled the hopes of Saindhavas. 

They have the gotras of Srimalis hut every gotra has two

Kuldevis for 84 gotras i.e *AVATAHKAS* The table shows simi-
' ' ' ' \ ' - __

larity of Gotras and the difference in the name of Kuldevis
andkvatankas.

Sr.
Mo.

: Gotra
s

s Knl Bevi .:
: s

Avatankas

1 ; S : 3 s 4

1 Bhardvaja
2. Gamunda

l.Kakreca 2.Tungslor or 
Bias 3. Mithar

2. Gamunda l.Kupto or Bohra 2.Curia 
3.AcharaJ

2 Sandlus l.,_ Daru l.Bodha or Purohit 2*Hedao 
3.Muchar

2, gukhmana liKada 2*Kirta 3.Io wla

3 Gautama 1. Sivdu l.Keolia 2.Josi 3,Madhu

2. subhadra 1.Madha 2* Godana
3.Gautama

4 ITpmanus 1. Sakambhari l.Thukar 2.Kundel 3.Dota

■
2. Singhbaheni l.Butta 2. Mahatma

S.Bujar

5 Kapila 1. Jay a liKavasthalia 2«Kalani
3. Jur

2. Sangi liMula or Gathia 2.Josi
3* Jut

6 Candrasa 1. Santun i*Durga 2*Petha 3.Rama

2. Sukhmana i.Parmen 2* Je snewa 
3.Lapusia



m
2 8 3 8 3 •• 4

7 Lodun 1. Biturna l.Baiti 2*Mortal S.Pareca
2. Shunkarsini l.Amblia 

3.Punla
2.Puchhtara

, . . * *
8 Parasura 1. Camunda l.Cotia 2.Harusa 3.Punia

2. Mahakali l.Ojah 2.Bajah 3.Jhuda
9 Kasyapa 1. Dharajogni 1.Borah 2«Lodah 3,Mumatia

- 2. Rakatadunti l.Kai 2.Karmsn 3,Ludai or
Kalla

10 Haritus 1. Suhcai l.Runga 2.Ramdeo 3.Upadhia

<
' 2. Sards l.Achu 2.Sosdhara 3.Takaor Muhta

11 Sankusa 1. Asapuri l.Bisa 2. Bigai 3•Biranga
2. Katyaini l.Tetur 2.Rutta 3•Bulla

12 Bacaeasa 1, Sivapriya l.Muttur 2.Muchchur
3.Pariharia

; 2, Sutters l.Buchchha 2. Somnath3. Tlhosia
13 Kav Sus 1, Ruktambur l.Kavaria 2« Kirayat 3.Bias

• 2, Harlpriya l.Basu 2.Kirar 3.Cura
14 Mudsal 1. Bakatdanti l.Gota 2.Siha 3.Godana

2, Jugnaika l.Sokra 2.Khis 3.Buhara

2. The "Sriraali or Brahmania Sunar:

The thirteenth chapter of'"Srimala Purana says that Goddess 
a garland of 108 lotuses. It ms offered ty

Lord Varuna. Every lotus Lad eight petals. Prom each petal
*
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a pair of Brahman a and his wife came out. • The Goddess 
ordered them to work on, gold and silver.1 They Became 

Sunars. The present sonars of West Rajaputana and Horth - •
Gujarat adopt the said theory and they adopt the Ygonita Sanskara 
also. They are devotees of Visnu and Hahalaksamf^

"J_ "J"i.... * ~

Marwar Census report says, "Sunars are also known hy the 
name of Soni and declare Bhinmal (Srimala) to have Been their 
original abode"i They are divided as under:-

1. , KalleT 2. Barmera _ 3. Jasmatia 4. Bueha~
5. ChitorST 6. Mathuria 7 * Herao 8, Khator
9. MaheccaT 10. Jalora" 11. MundoraT 12. Loda Wal

•to•H Xatta.2 3

The present Sunars have the same Avaatakas. It suuposed 
that when "srimala was ruined they migrated to the nearby area 
and settled at Barmer, Jasoia, Jalore, Mandor and Chitor.
"The Sunnars on the whole pride themselves as Beingtwice Born", 
says Hr.IBBets.

It is true Because originally they were Brahmanas and 
adopted the work of' Sunars afterwords. The Brahmanas who
Became Sunars were 8,064 and had the same gotras of <Srimali

•3 ,Brahmanas•

1 Srimala Purina. XIII 1-li
2 ITuhshi Hardyal Singh, Marwar Census Report, 1891, p.140
3 §rimala Purana. XIII 14-15
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3. Vanikas:

She Vanikas were born of Purusa but "Srimala Parana 
mentioned that when goddess was worxjjed about the safety of 
wealth and cultivation for brahmanas Lord Visnu bad a glanoe 
towards bis thighs and the Vanikas came out of them. They

,_ ihad ygobavita and stick of Tfabara in their hands ., They 
^ _resided in Srimala nagara.

1. The Vanikas who lived in East of “Srimala were Pragvata 
(Porvalas)

2. Those who lived in the South are known as Lhanokatas 
3* Those who lived in the West are known ‘"Srimall Vanikas.

2All the Vanikas were 90 thousands in number. The 
present Porvalas whether they are Vais^havApr Jains- by reli­
gion take''Srimala as their abode. They have the gotras of
brahmanas. The table prepared with the help of the chapter 

»LXX of 'Srimala Purina will show the fact. {Tables attached 
at the end of this Chapter)

4. Osvalest

The Gujarati translator says that Osvalas also originated 
from /a£nala5. They migrated from “Srimala to Osian, a

i "Srimala Pur ana. XIII 17-19

2
3

ctt-Ti 
Ibid. XIII 23-27
Ibid, p.675
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village in Jodhpur district of Rajasthan with King ifcaldeo 
Parmar of Bhinmala. They were converted to Jainism hy a 
jain monk Ratana Prabhasuri.1 The present Qsvalas adopt the 

same theory. They have the same gotras of Srimali and
Dhanokatas Vaniks given in 'srimala Purana chapter XX, Though

* # . , - -

they are converted to Jainism, they still worship goddess 
Laksami and other Kuldevfs in the same form. They worship 
Laksami. Bhairva and Uagas. though they are Jains. As they 
became Jain at Osian. they are known as Qsvalas and left call­
ing themselves as Phanokatas or ~l5risrimalas.

5. Devala Rajputs of "Srhnali Ksatrlyat

In the ""Sriraala Ksetra the present Bhintnal tehsil there
is caste of Rajputs called Devala. They say that they are
a branch of Pratihar Rajputs. In ''Srimala Purana there is
discription of Devala Risi. Devals have their own ^Smriti

*called Devalasmriti3. It is presumed that,the Devala 

brahmana of ''Srimala adopted the Ksatriya KargSna and became
* r

Rajputs in the due course of time*
v* <—Bhils are also related to srimala as the city itself 

was called as Bfaillamala or Bhinmala.

The Gujarati translator of ^Srimala Purana mentioned on 
the last page of printed text that Chipas. Salvia. Patoliai 
and Halval were also Primali brahmanas. They were called
after their professions by different names.
1 K.H.Singh, Marwar Census Report, 1891, p.113-118
2 ''Srimala Purana. XLV 34
3 A copy of Devala Smriti is in Oriental Institute^ M.S.Shi­

vers ity of Baroda.
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•Jlius the study of Srimala Purana shows that the occupa­
tions adopted hy the liriiaali hrahmanas helped in forming 

the different castes of Hindu in West Rajasthan, The castes 

are such social groups which clarify the professional identi­

fication and their original homes. Ihey are socio-economic 

groups which mafce the Indian Society self-sufficient, so far 

as the earning resources are concerned.
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