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CHAPITER VII

RELIGIOUS CONDITIONS IN SRIMATA PURANA

T~ - . L= -
The Srimala Purana degeribes ’Srimalana_gara as an abode

of Brahmanas. 'I‘he Skanda Puré:nal also testifies thig fact.
noted
Pr.A.B.Le Awasth:. icentlf’led Srlma‘Ia to Bhinmel and &bttt it

as 2 centre of Bf‘ahmanas.z Hiduen Thsang s2ys aboutl the city
Pilo-mo-lo and its ecitizens "They mostly are un‘believerssg a
| few are attached to the law of Buddha'. N.L.Dey writes that

Pilo-mo-lo was the present Bhimmal called Srimals ‘bhgn.4

Srimdls, Pur'ér'la is a Tirths MShsimya., All the Tirthas are

associated with one or the other God or Godgss. This Purans
gives e}.a’borate religious detailslof deities at the different

T:E‘tha,s. They are the great Trinity: Brahmd, Visnu and Mahesa.

Yo special sect like VaiZnava, Gaiva or Sskata is emphassised
in the Purans, They are described without distinction or
=== ?

favour to any of them,

The Tirtha Mghftmya starts from Chapter XI¥ and ends in
Chepter LXIV, Nearly fifty tirthas are described and the

tirthas are mostly @& in honour of any one of the gods, the
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1 Skenda Pursna, I.ii 2,87
[

A.B,L.Awasthi, Studies in Skenda Purans, p.127
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Regl Samuel, Hiouen-Thsang- Chinese account of Ind1a,p.640-641
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¥.L.Dey, Geographical Dictionary of Anciant and Medieval
Indis, p.192-193
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the great divine Trinity i.e, Brahmé, Visnu, Mahesa with their
deities. A few are about Lord Sun, Vingyaka, Nagas. Ehe

manner and way of worship with their legends are recordeé.}

Chapters LXV and LXXI record the Vratas, Kathas and Xulacara

or Sanskaras of the Srimsli brihmanas. The method of accom-
plishing them is given, The Trinity-Dévaﬁéé are recorded with
- different names at different Tirthas because they are named

according to their deeds. If Vanayaks saved the cows he is

named as‘Goéatcalavinéyaka, §iva killed the daitys Tripura, .

so he is called Tripurari Trambke§vere and so on. The list
prepared would show the different names of the seme God with

his ¥ahatmya and form,

The great Divine Trinity and their form of worghip:

A.l. Visnug Wors%?pped in the form of Varsha in VorZhegysma
4 &'y‘
_ temple; the Baxt of worship was Ekadasil.
2, Visnu: Worshipped as KZkaVarahs on the bank of Krisana
—_ _— =

Sarovara on Ekﬁdqgiz.

E, Eghesa in different forms:

1, Tripurarz on the benk of Trambakesvara Sarovara in

Brahmamuhurta that is in morning3

2. Jagaiévaralon the north bank of river Sraventi®

3. Bhurbhuvesara on Mount Ssugandhiks and in Srimala City

near Ksemagkariigillé
1 $fimala Purdns, XLVII 57-59
2 Tbid, VI
3 Ibid. XIV 114
4
5

Tbid, XXX

s e

Ibid, I 32




;ggvareéayara and GangeSvars on the bank of Kairate

Sarovara on the 14th day of every Paksa.1 .

Kﬂsxageévaraa near Yaksakupza for worship to be free from

_ the effects of a snake bite.

6.
e
8.
9,

10.

Durdhareéva:a on Dedheli Steptwell near Yaksakuga.s

Candinaths or Candiévara4 near Brahmakunds,.
, Cag

Valmikeévara5

in the temple of Varahsysma.

ggragareéVgraﬁ near the Sapatamdtrika called as the tank

of yé&rékigéla. The day of worship mentioned in grimala

Purgna was the fourteenth day of Vaigakhe Krigsna Paksa.

Pratiresvara’ near Cendinstha.

C, Brahma: Was worshipped oun Brahmagarovara.s

Other Gods:

1. Lord Suns Was worshipped under the following nameg{

A.

Jagatsvami

11 B, Kosikadityal® ¢, Atmaangrall,
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‘srimale purana, LX  28-31

Tbid, XxXXII 67

1
2 JIbid, XXII 603 XLI 19
3
4

Tbid, XXXVI 162

— -

5, Ibid, XLVIII 56«57

i e

6. Ibid. LXI 34«36

7. Ibid? XL 11

8, Ibid, XVII 5053

9, Ibid, XLITI, 1, 59-60

11, Ibid, XLIV
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Suryaﬂafayana ratha yatra ceremony Waslperformed in the

month of Asveni., The temple of Jagatsvamil was totally
;uined and‘new houges have been congtructed since round

about 1960. It was to the North of Candinatha Mahadeva,

2, Ganpati: Was worshipped in iwo forms:

A. Govatsala Vingyaks® outside the temple of Candingtha
B. Sidhivindyske® inside the temple of Candindth with its

deity sSigni,

Demi Gods:

£, i l: 'B -
i worsh1 ed as Ksetra Eié on Yaksaku a near
.2. Naga Kankola 8 D R Vata; p

Godesses of Divine Trlnity:

i. Laksami- Laksami was worshipped under following formss

A. méhélaksami was worshipped as Yogesvar on- Trambaksarovara

B. Kamlélza:' In the old temple of Mahalaksami Goddess
_ Laksami was worshipped as Kamls or Kamlélxé.é
Ce 'Laksanﬁl7 in the Laksami temple in the city Bazara.

De Sarvamangiéaz In the city Bazara in the abbve temple.h

T. Mensksi: On Ambla Bava mentioned as Ahalys hridya kur}dag.

—--——--——----—-—-—-——------——-——----———-——--—n-—-u-un--.uv--a—u--—-—-u-u

1 A.M.J.Jackson, Bombay Gazetteer, Vol.I p.453 - only remained
the soul source ior this temple'!s knowledge.

2 ‘Srimsla Purana, LVIII, i, 29

5 Ibid, XXXIV, I, 42-46
ibid,

4 TIbid. TXIX 33-37

5 Ibid, VITI, 24-26

6 TIbid, LXITI, 31, 65-70

7 Ibid, XLV, 67

8 TIbid. LIII, 30-32

9

Ibid, XIVI 24-32
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2. Eﬁahesva,ril wag worshipped with so many forms viz,

A. AryacandiPin Candinath temple

B. Béil_agorig on Bala Samudra

. Yogeévsﬂ"i on Irambskasarovara

D, Canda mmdarlya4 in the temple of Candmatha

E. &amundés oy Bakasthali Devi on RBakasarovara

7, Sura‘bhimé}.és on Bakesarovara

G. Ksemankari’? on Kbemanka;ri ‘hill

H, Arista® lnw%be«4£mgﬂxrqﬁL4ﬁ&hesva?a~V“ Predols, Boove-
I. Nenden? on the gtepwell of Dadheli on the benk of
- Yaksakupa

J. Sidha Cemundall

on Bakagarovara

K. Bandhgdevill on Saugandnika worshipped as Sundhamats

n-—n-—----n--—-.4-—-«—-u-—-——a—--—m-wu--o—-nn-—-ﬁo—cna—-—-a—--m---v&-

1 Srimala Purana, LVI 33-35
la Ibid, XXXV 1 .
Ibid, LVII, 1, 61-64

2
3 Ibid, XV I, 54-56

4 Toid. XXXV 2 §
5 Tbid, XXIV, 1-2, 127

6 Ibid, XXXVIII 6

7  Ibid, XXXI, 1, 3, 67

8 Ibid, LII 1, 3435

9 Ibid, LVI 24

11 Ibid, XXVII 1, 98
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3. Sarasvati and its forms:

A. EKimacandsl near the temple of Jaganath Mshadevs,the

tenple is destroyed and built anew, it was near

_ Brahmasélaa.

B. Dantsg Devié on the ssme above mentioned ruings.

Demi

1.
2.
3

4.

Days

Goddesses: o ‘ _
Vatazakfanié: Bh@%amata was worshipped as Vatxaksanz on
the South bank of Yaksakupa, ’
Wukulni’s. PalaxaggENQ messenger of Parvati was worship-
ped on the hill of Ksemankari in Devi's temple.

Khaf%anéaz The ngj:pame out of the rays of Sun and had
its temple on EKhari Bava, (Sarakupa). .
Eéﬁ%ﬁiﬁ?? Kadru the mother of géggg‘was worghipped. The
temple was in the heart of fhe‘city. The new temple is

raised on the ruins of the o;d.

of worship:

The days for special worship of the different Gods and

Goddesses were different, viz,.:

-0 -

T TS NG WS TS W GO SN TN Gy SE N U G D D NS UM W S A WS TS N TP BN e G e d M6 TR AP R TEL A TE R W R AL 69 D e GD S S e W

1 ‘sriméla Pufana, L. 1

2 A‘

M, T, Jackson, Bombay Gazetteer, p.453 - The Brabmasalas were

destroyed by Ehillas and Brahmana came to Dholaka

3 “Srimala Purana, XXV 1
4 TIbid, XX 1, 45
5

e

Ibid, XXIX 1, 88

P

6 7JTbid., XXXIII 33
7 Ibid, XXVIII 1, 3031



Illustration 1To.9 |g|J
Javasvara Mahadeva

Srimala Purana, XXX

Adesvara of Korl Village,
between railway bridge
and Raniwara.Bhinmal Road,

Tehsil Bhinmal,
Distt. Jalore, Rajasthan.

Illustration No. 10
Isvaresvara llahadeva

Isvaresvara of Gangesvara
on Kairat Sarovara

g irnala Purana, XIX, La

(On the Weet bank of

TCarada tank.Ehinmal)



*p i ngtra-tlotLffo -i
v AKSA

vaVaa on Yakfla. Kupa

5

On the llorth hank of
Jrtopa Tank,Sixn»al)

“~/131 > o

Illuatration No,12

Oovaksa of Ksemankar i
Temple

'Srimala Purana»XXIX

Sculpture of the Mandovara
of the Ksemakari Devi

Temple”s hack
Khimelat Khemall or
Kaemkar1l Devi on 'Sri or
Keemankari Hill of Bhinmal

V%
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1. Visnu (Varaha): Ekadasi of every Paksa
2. Mehesa: 14th day of Sukla Pakse
3., Brahma: Ekame first day of évery Paksa

4. sun: 7th day of Asvaeni Sukla Psksa

5, Cgmunda': 7th and 8th day of every Paksa

6. Mahalaksami: 8th dey of Fhadra Krisans Paksa

The §rimela Purdna's suthor wentions in Adhiysys LXXII th

thet there were: (1) Ganpatis 1,000 (R) Ksetrapals 4,000
(3) Condi Devis 84 (4) Lingds of Hehadewa 11,000  (5)

Temples 999  (6) DevE‘Durgé' 18,000. The figures are

exaggerated

VRATAS o}.?gg’ AL IS

For their own purification the'Srimalis performed
several Uratag while for the re;igioug cersmonies of othersg
they performed the reading of Eathas and also some other reli-

glous functiong,

The following were some of the religious ceremonies of

those times:

1, M%hélakgamg Vratals It was performed on the 8th day of
ﬁhédra Krjsaﬁa Paksa. Mahalaksami was worshiﬁped through
a Astadals Padama (eight petalled lotus) on every leif of

the Padma there was a deity., ' The Padama may be prepared

by Bilva Patras:

A. Devi Sata in the East
B, Devi Sants in Agnikons (South East)
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1 ‘Srimsla Purzna, LXV 4=-27




C. Bevi $ila in South

D. Devi Vis’alalfsi in Neritya (South West)
E, Devi Leksami in Vest

F. Devi K;an;alé: in Vayavya (North West)

Ge Devi Keumariks in North

H. Devi Vaisnavi in fsana (North Hast)

1. Yandana, Visnu and Méhé?laksam; in the middle of tne

~ Padama, . , N
J. Gadhadhari Vienu's ahvana was done on the left side of
the Padana and Kugumayudha on the right. The worship
was done with ‘“s'inging and dancing throug};:ghs night,

It was performed for sixieen years. At the end of

the last year the imaée of Laksamina}a’zana was gifted
to a Brahmana.
SLanans,

2, Visnu gu:n'v'éfs‘!:.n'z_ij1L Vrata was performed on the 8th day of

“ Hamdrs, Sukla Paksa..

3. ¥ahslya Sr'édha?: Was doné in Bhadra Krisana Paksa., On
~ this occasion a Yujna was performed to worship the Nagas.

4, Vridhi Sradhe®: It was performed to worship the Nagas.
\

Other -Samgkers ond customs: (Samskara after death)

1. Sapindi Karané.éz It was done after the death of a pe_rsoh.
According to Kokilmata the Parents of the woman perforxped
it at their home after her death at her husbands house,

2. Ksor Kerana’{chaving of heads) was observed by meles after
the death of their relatives.
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1 “srimala Purana, LXV 4-5 -
2 to 5 Tbid. LXXI 516
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3 Daégyinaa‘Sréahai was obgerved after death.

Marriage ceremonies and marriage feasts:

1. §riﬁél§'br§hmanas observed Astamaﬂglégngéha ag ordered

bylthe Goddgas~Lakga@§.

2o Laks&mis was worshipped with iive,deit;eé,‘gari end others

~ were worshiped on the first day of marriage.

3. Kuladipa Mehotsve: was done before marriage,

4, Clothes used at the time of marriage were kept safe.ﬁ
5. The feats of merriage: ‘ S
1. Aséséﬁ, Gorva’ and gg;gj§? were given as feed for merriage.

Kzleve was given on the first day and Gorva on the last day.

Other functions and ceremoniess

1. Candisayetrs®, Atmsdhsre rathe yatra'® and Navar@trl

Mbhotsva;l‘wepe~obseryed by all inhabitents of érihéla{

day . -~ _ . .
On the Atmadhara ratha yatraa%rima;& brehuanas dressed as

Kirats and rolled before the Lord sun,

2. Pariksita Kaths was read by the §rimeli brabmena,l®

1 to 3 ‘Srimala Purana, LXXI 5-15

4 . Ibid, LXIIT 12-15
5 to 8 TIbid. LXXI 7-9

¢ . Ihid, XWI 2

10 Ibid. XLIV 43 )
11 Toid., LXXI 815

i2 Thid, ILXVI 60=70
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‘ The Dharmesastras, Vedas, Grammar and Jyotisa were
studled.% o
1. Awatankas as 5081 candesa2 deniotes that they worked as
~ Jyotisis.

2. Avatankas as Trivedi Salzésmeans peraon who ran galas‘
1

(schools). ~
3. Avtanka Avasthz ggnihotri4 _Persons performlng Yajna.

4, _z__ means Kathakara
.Dave means ope.ﬁho is proficient in two Vedasg and Irivedi
in three Vedas®. o ‘
Thé;g'were experts in ihe different gokhss of Vedas and

Other religions: Jainism

i

The other religion dealt in Srimsls Pursna is Jainism,

Gautama started this religion in Sr:mal abeoause he was

excommunicated by ‘Srimali bréhmaqas.g

1 ‘rimala Pursna, VII 2 end XLVII 9
Thid, LXIX 1 Cakeri
3 Ibid, IXIX 1st cankri and 7th gakri

R —

A

4 7Ibid, IXIX 5th and 6th cakri

[———

5, ITbid, ILXIX 8th cakri
6. Ibid, LXIX

7. Ibid. IXIX

8, Ibid, LXXIII

9 Tbid, LXXIII 36-78
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'Theﬂghange of religion by Gautams stated religious
conflict, It is given in the chapters LXXIII to LXXV, His
wife Ahilzg also changed her religion and was worshipped as
Devi 'Arya' by Jaing.!

————ese—— X

“Some inner conflicts as these a;isipg from the membera-
ship in the church and in the business community form member-
ship ip primary groups and bureaucratic organizations, then
this ﬁattefn of multiple group affiliation with conflicting
interest and values can be profitably examined in terms of
its fungtiong’significance for the structure of sooiety?zxsays

Lewis A.Coser.

This is observed in the last Adhysyas LXXVII to LXXV.
It started the downfall of the Brshmanical cult..  The new

soct divided the society in to two different religions.?

"The Jaing reject the Vedas of the Brahmanas and do not
observa Sradha for the propitiation of spirits of their ances-

tors and deceased relationgh, This general obmervation of

5

Bonnerman is found to be true also sbout Brimala. The Jaing

had their gaoncharams on the 10th gate in the EFast of the city.s—
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1 “Srimsis Purana, LXXIV 6-22

2 TLewis A,Coser, "Ihe function of Social Conflict"pp.78

3., Grimsla Purana, LXXIII 75-76, LXXIV 59-60
4 Tbid., LXXIV 57

" 5, A.D.Bannerman, I.C.S.; Census of India, Vol.XXV,Rajputana,
Part I, 1902 p.51

6 Srimgls Purana, LXXIV 50
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The spead of Jainiam in Srlmala advergely affected their.
yriti (then.r earn:mg in cash and kind from the people of
Srimala)

On complaints Eging lodged against the Jains to Boddess
Lokshmi the following compromise was arrived at:

1. Jeins would not criticise 'Srimala Mshatmya'l

2é 'i‘hay would not leave the religion of Laks&m:’f and continue
_ her worship to remain wealthy™

3, Vriti of Branmsnas would continue in grimsle and the

Brahmenas would worship Devi Ahilys as Devi Arya in Nendi

ukh Sradha at the time of marriagé?

The Srlmala Purana. recorded the sastras and work of

gautama after the adoptation of the Jain cult by the latter as

follov_vs [}

1. Kal asutra, 2. Bhagvatagutra, 3. Mahavira Janam Sutra

. 4
were written by Gautama,

The works of Gautama as Jain Gandhara:

1. He divided Jain cult in 84 Gacces and declared Tapagacce as
p;'ominent among them..s

2. He made six Aras like Yuga of Hindus®,

3. He compiled the list of twenty-four Tﬁ'thapkaras?

1 ‘srimals’ Wehalmya; LXXIII 85

9 Tbid, LXKIIT 79-84 )

3 Tbid., LXXIII 116-118
4
5

PR

. Thid, LXXIX 51-53
to.7 Ibid. LXXIX 5455




‘ Excepting the twd religions - Jainism and Brahmdnigm -
no o’cher réligion is ment:{i)"néd in tﬁé Pﬁrané.a ~B:mwc-m'e:c',i. in
the seventy-second chapter of Srimala Fursna it is prophessed

that Ka‘pila Muni vsould bring about a ravzval of Vaisna,vism

in Gu,jara.t and thus reduce the infiuvence of J‘amiem.l

Other Sects.:

“There _ia one gamgh 'ér?z:a! with about a hundred priests;
they are attached to the teaching of little vehicle (Hinayana)"
says Hiouen Thsang.g

‘srimale Purana is quite eilent aoout this sect. There
is the word 'Pé.khandh:.* ueed for the pig in A@y&xa of Ké.’ka—
Vara’ha.', jbu_y it was‘ not clear that Pekhandi weans & Baudha,

n Adhiyaye. XXV Brahaspati ati A propoga.ted the religion which

followed . the 1a,w of Ahlmsa and wore Ke.sava:erastra. It is

cloar that the suthor trled to refer the :Budha. cult but he
4
does not clearly mentioned the Budha religion.

 The above veligious conflict disturbed the peace of
(Srfxz;éla and Il.aksgsmz was taken to Paten by = Vaisya Sunanda
in gamvat 1203 Vaisikhs Sukls setemi,’

.n--»a’u—:-wﬂn-c------v—ﬂcan—&-&n--w--u”-t‘—-u-m-u‘nnn-----w-n--n--'ﬂ

1 Sz'ma.la ?urana, L‘{‘AIII 1415

2. Beal, Samuel }Iiouen Thsang, Chinese Account of‘ India.
pp.640-641 /. -

3 ’&r:m&la Pure,na. XVI 1-31
4 7Thid, LXXV
5 Ibid, XXV 30«35
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It is found that whole Purana is composed to narrate
the Brahmanieal religion and to give the religious sa.nctity
to ita‘ tirthaa which start from chapter XIV and ends in
chapter LXIV. In the list of the above fifty tirthas, it
is found that the greajéégt nnugn_bé;'“”oyf the tirthas are of
Yo eévar?.; called as Mahalaksami, M'ahegvari and Méha %graé%atf
also. The tirthas are 14 in number, out of waich 11 ave |
of Camund'é and of Laksami and one of. Saraava%;. The second
number comes to the Tirthas -of MahadeVa which is 10 only but
Lord Visnu is worshipped onl,v at two places in the form of

Lord Varaha. The same number is of Lord sun, and Vinayaka.

As it is claimed as & pauranic fact that Mhalsksemi, MhaKeli
and LIEhQSarasvatE are originated by Mé.‘nénakgam'f-,?' So the ‘
greetest number 6;‘ the tirthas of Mak§amf iie. all the
‘deities of Trini}z Devatas had made the author to compose the
Purane of Devi Bri end narated the MEhdkmys of its oty

-

Srimale.

'Iﬂgie second religious snd social pattern of ‘Srimili Castes
which is noted is thet the purBnekera end the society of
‘érimale were not confined to a particular sect related to
‘Bive or y_;g‘_gl__t_z_‘é‘u‘it_.‘ They may be called 'Smarata' zs they
did no“:b eriticige any of the Lords or ‘thej:%r de,ities in the
l_?_u__r_'é_gg., It is found trus upto this day. The Jains of
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1 Dave Xenchiyalel Ehnaishanker, Gujerate-nueMurtividhana
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Srimels (Buinmal) are also lcé.thol'ie in their attitude and

offer worship to God VirshasySme and Goddess Laksami,

These facts seem to indicate that'égimgfig Purane not

only golifies v5ri! in her different aspects but also her

eity ’érim;la.



