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CHAPTER IX

CONCLUSION

' "In these days when all Indologiste are feeling the
want of a true history of Indisn life and thought of

the past gnd our ‘antiquarians are directing their
attentién and eneréy towards its regonsé?éefion, it is

e matter of great surprise and disappointment that

very little is known and still -less has ysi been said
about those valusble records of Indian life and thought
which are known as Upaéurggas (or secondary‘Purégaa)" 1
This study of Srimals Purana shows that the above remark

of Ir.R.C.Hazra is correct,

The §rimala Purana as it is called by the author §rimdis
Mahatmys narrates the records of the ‘Srimala city and Ksetra
with its castes. '

The area covered by the Purdna hed Mountain Abu in the

south-East, Saugandhika in the South and Mountain Savarangiri

in the North, The geographical data of the above Ksetra of
ancient and medieval period have been traced and compared to the
present through this study. A map has been prepared and the

actual Ksetra Srimsls as mentioned in the Srimals Purans is

L d

i Dr.R.C.Hezra, Studies in the Upapuranas, Vol.I, p.l
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1, Geography: ~ Grimsla Purans is a tirtha Mghatmya also

and in it are described many tirthes belong=

ing to brahmenical sect. They require identification on the

basis of traditipns and further studies in the archaeological
field-work for better understanding., It was conducted
through the help of the study of the Purams and location of
the Tirthas has been shown in the map of thg Ksetra with the
photographs of some tirthag and their idols, ‘

2, Caste Structure: The caste of’érihdiinréhmanag, their

‘gotras and Kuldevis; Vanikas, their
“ - N
otras, Kuldevis and avata?kas and origip of other castes
relatedvto Srimalis have been traced with Fheir original
history, The tables of the gotras and avatankas of ‘Srimali
brahmanas and Vauikas have been prepared to identify t@e

avatankas easily.1

t

3. Social Customss The social pettern of socisl groﬁps of
‘ @rimé,la with their customs and ceremonial
function of marriages and death are recorded through the study

of %riméla Pufgna. The social sﬁructura of the social. tradi-

tion prevailing at the time of the writing of the ‘Srimala

Purana are noted and recorded with their functions,.

4, Religion: The religion prevailing at tne time Srimala

Purans have been tracsd out and religious

confliet with the causes and result given in Srimsla Purans is

H

traced through this critical sfudy.
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1 ‘Srimala Puvana, II 4, 7, 22, LXIX, LXX, LXXI
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5, Economy: The socio-scononmic basié of the gociety of
4rimala Pursna is traced and it is found that
spciety was based on soundffootings and castes were formed to
maintain the socio-economic gtrﬁctures better go that the
socisty ran its coursg gmgothxy. ﬁ
The Agriculture, Pastures and Animal Husbaﬁda:y and Foresgt
resources have been known ﬁhrough the study end craftsmansnip
and other activities like painting and cloth weaving‘prevailing

at the time of the Purana composing are traced out,

The Brimgla Puraua is a religious work s0 a description of

the political situatipn wes not the aim of the suthor, An
attempt is made to trace the political status of /3r imala

through the study of the Purana.

This study of Srimala:Purana clarified the fact that

religious conflict, the downfali of cities and empire can be
traced out through the Pufégic and Upagurépic studies. As it
is seen that in Semvata 1203, Srimala got downfall and Bri
came to Gujardta. It is the hiétorical fact of Mediaeval
gujarata that the great Solankis extended thei; region upto

Marwar or present West Rajasthan, The fact is traced throush

Purenic history of Srimila Purana also.
=288 -

To study the ‘Srimala Purans which is an Sthala Méhd%qxg

a special method end archaeological study was necessery.

< i " .
The method adopted by Dr.R.N.Mehta to study gﬁg&rikakhanda

wag found beneficial and it helped in the study-of'érimala
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Purénz; The method is'most effective for the study of Sthala

Vahatnyes.

Much of the history and culture of av.z(m;‘cent India have
been traced by the eminent schpla;rs like Pargiter, Wiigm;; :
Hara P;':asad' .Sa'atl;'i, Kane, Hazra, Dikshita, Awasthi, Dr.P.J.
Shafri, and pﬁ§,S:~G;Ké.ntawg,la through the studies of Puranas
and Uwur’éﬁ'ae; |

'This study of the Sriméle BurEna discloses the fact that
the work on Pur'éan.g.s and Upa;guré."na}s ;‘Ls }lot still over, but it
reguires further study t‘o.uzizégrth the ancient Indian cultural
data embedded in it., Dr.R.C.Hazra and HiH.Wilson rightly
say that “the work done by scholars on Upapuranas is very

meagre. b

It needs special encouragement to the scholer to work on
the field to se‘ar‘eh the arcpaeo)iogvica.i, "sqcial; economicel
and political base of Sthala Purana and Caste Purénas, without
it the work becomes more difficult and some times it is
impossible too, It needs special conditions, eympathies and

atmosphere to compile and work on such proble;ds.

Purgnag are the religious and cultural records of

ﬁamw;@a; (Hindu) religion, “rimalas Purgna is also not
an exception., . It is found after the reading of Grimala.
Turana that Puré,nakéfra has written it in & systematlc way.
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1 H.,H.,Wilson, Visnu Pursna, Preface p.i XXXVI-Xé and R.C,
Hagra, Studieg in the Upapuring, Vol.I Pel
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The chapters I to V gite'the location ai/éfimélg Ksetra. »
The construction of‘érihéla\ggggg@_is dealt in chéptars\VI to
IX and the process of its habitation runs upto the chapter
XIIT of GSrimdla pprgga; The Tirths Mghatuya starts from

chepter XIV and ends in chapter LXIV narrating 50 tirthas.

The Vratas, Kathas, religious and social oustoms and functions,

the gotras, Kuladevatig; Pravaras and their ayatankas are

recorded in the chapters LXV.#Q 1XX of Erimala puféna. ~ The

religious conflict and down-fall of/Srimsls nagara is given

in the last ehagtgrs L¥XI to LXXV, indicating the change from

‘Grimsle to Fhirdbmzla, - One mey conclude that while writing

the whole Pursna; ihe author has kept in view the .geographical,
social and religlous practices of this area. Xor this the
Puréhakéia has used the stories of folk-lore and has used twe

types—of them to explain the importance of different tirthas.

K Once when the Purans was composed the practise of read-
ipg the Puféng became prevalent end thisg helped in spread of
Paursnic notions in’%f&mé;a,xbetra to such an extent thet it

is still read with the game dignity of senctity.

This seems‘tg be keys with nunber of sthala~m§h£im1§§

and Jnati Puranss. They try to gave a semi-mythological
history to. the population of region as it is clear from the
perusal of Tharmarenys; Nagerkhends, Ksumarike Khends and

such other Puranas: ¢
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