ultiral and Critical Stu

SYNOPSIS .

The thesis deals with the oriticel and cultural study

of Srimsla Purans and tackles the problems regarding the

Sociol Practices of ‘Srimell Brahmaenss, Vanikas ‘and other

castes originated from Srimala.

‘ .me<’8r5:maia Purana is not only the au;gna in the -
accepted sense of the‘term but it is also & irtha laha tmya,
and as such:i“t describes 'manjr Ti’rthas which ai‘e conngcted
with Brimala in come way or other, An effort was made to
f£ind out a1l the Tirthas, identify them and fix their
Chronologys *‘Fo;‘xthils rﬁrppse it was essential to prepare
e collated teﬁct and thez; study 1t. _‘For such.a study'the

present work is divided into nine chepters.
Chapter I - Introductioh to /farimé:;.a Puranns

. It is an introductory chapter %vhiq:h'ftx;',es to exg':lain‘ the
nature of ‘grimals Burens and its oriticsl 'apparatus that is
used, Brimals Purena is 2 Jnati Purans and Zirths MShatmya.
?he aims of study and method of study of éri;zxaifa‘}’uréna

through internal snd exlernal evidences is noted.

, An attempt to fix the date of ‘Srimgle Purana is made in
this chepter.



Chepter IT - Summery of Srimsla Purana:

It gives the summary of the seventy-five adhyayas of

“Grimsle Purana.

-

Chegpter III - The Sources of ‘Srimala Pur’é,na:

In this chepter sources of ecach adhyaya are traced and

-~ / - - —
.influence of these sources on Srimals Pursns have been traced.

Some of these sources are as follows:
i) The MBhabharsta
ii). The Romayana
iii) The Pur’én'as_ and @agurérias
iv) Jain Granthas ‘
v) Local myth and legends
vi) Iocal Geography

vii) Social Practices of ‘Srimalis
Chapter IV < Geographical data in Srimsla Purbnas

The geographical featuﬁea of Bhinmala have been given
under the following headings: B
Location, Topography, Climate, Geological and Lithological
conditions, water resources; the physiogrephy, natural

vegitation and cultivation,

, The enimel husbandary, wild<life, snskes, locust aud
other natural hazards like Anghi (sendy waves) are recorded.

Some of them that are noted in Srimsla Purins are compared.
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Chapter V - SOc:.e-Bconom:.c (Econam:.c) Conditions in

Srima&a I?urana

_ Some Socio-Economic conditions and means of commerce
are studied and mesns of commerce are ;t'udied.‘:_md compared -
with the time when/Sr.;‘.’;n%].a Purana was composed, The character .
of society is divided as: ' A
i) The house-hold
1:!.) me occupa,t:.ons ,
ili) The Animal husba,nda.ry
i.v) The subsidiary means
v) Farm. forestries and local industries

vi) The trade; commerce and currency of ‘srimela,

Chapter VI - Socio-Economic Structure (Castes and Social

Practices) in Srimsla Puranas

The c¢astes mentioned in 7} Srimals Purana ere described

with the history as ripted in the Puraéna., The castes are:

i) ‘Srimeli Prahmanas
ii) Pugkarna Brahmenss
== =R
11i) Srimsli Venikes

iv) Grimali Sunérs
v) Ehils
vi) Deval R __quts

vii) Patoliams and Halvai’.‘
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© Chapter VII - Religious Conditions inSrimals Purana:

In this chepter yhevréligiogs conditions the Gods; Godw
desses, Vratas, Tirthe Mahstmyg snd the religious conflicts
are discuesed.

Chepter VIII « Adminigtration and Polity in’sr}mila Puranas

The political conditions of the time are deseribed :
briefly keeping in view the date of writing of the Grimals

Purans,
Chapter IX - Conclusiong

It is the concluding chapter evaluating the study of

caste puranas.
3

STATEMENT I
Regarding étudy of the new facis

This thesis. is undertaken to prepare a collated text
of ‘Srimala Purana with a view to study the cultural and social
cpnditions nqted there in, It hag brought to light the

following facts:

i, Srlmala ?urana is a valuable gource to stu&y Inati and

know the significant features of Srlmali ea.ste.
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2. The method adopted for the study. of Keumdrilks Khanda

of gSkanda zuﬁaﬁa'ﬁy DriR.NiMehts; was adbpted. It was as

follows: ‘ ) L
"(1) The detailed examination of the style and

. subject-matter of the texts The subject
ga$teé‘is obviously a tirtha mghatmya of
region, . .
(2) Field study of the tirthas, They were
. visited for gathering the archasological
. ~ evidences., This method gave a first hand
information of the tirthas treated in the
work and it also gave independent chrono- -
logical frame work for this text: Besides,
this study incidentally gave some details
for tracing the growth of the town of Cambay'.
It.was observed that the above ﬁethodiwgaequally effective

in the study of the ‘Srimals Purens also.

3¢ To study the beliefs sbout the asncient cities of the

Western Indis,the study of such Purana is very useful,

4, The Jnati Puraues and tirtha mehatmys throw valuasble
lignt on the important tirthag of the Ksetrs from which the

Jnati emnated.

Sf Many qultural traits and'social cugtoms af’éfimali

caste could be understood by the study of ‘Srimsla Purana.
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6, Tl@e' importance of t_he _tfrthas of éri;naia, their Gods and
the wey of ’cfneir wor‘ahip are also underatood by - this study.

7. To compare and contrast the post-customs of Sr:unal:r.

caste mth those of the present day is made easy by the atudy
of this p

8, The geogra;hy and situation of ancient ‘srimala Nagara
esnt be studied with the help of Sr,gméla Purana.

9. The identification of thé tirthas noted in %rih&la_ Pur%na.
with the help of site~-gtudy helped in understanding the

p amc mythology of Srima.la Purana.

10. The influance of the local 1anguage on gangkrit can be

seen by the study of “ar imala Puzfana.

The study has indicated that similar JhEti-Pui%z}a and

Tirths ¥ehatmys require careful study to understand social
practices of the castes and the stories about the place to
which they belong. This throws light on mediaeval conocepts
about social practice and belief about the past as well as

the chronology of such Purenas or parte thereof,

STATEMENT II

Statement showing the sources of information to the
extent to which this work is based on the work of
others and original portion of the thesis

Sources of informa.tion-

For this thesis all the published works relating to



‘Srimela Purana, Srimale Nagar and”Srimals Ksetra which is

;nc}udéd in the present Bhinmsl city and BhinnBl subsdivis

sion of Ja‘i’pre district of Rajasthan State, have been

cqhsulted and s'&udied. J 'mey are as follows:

1.

24

3,
4.
5
7‘.
8s
%
10.

11,

1z,
13.

14.

15.

16.

The Gazetteer of Bom’bay Presadency_, Part I (History of

Gujarat), 1896

Gazettser, Geograbhiyé, of Marwar

The Rajasthan circle report of 1901

Annpls and Antiquitles of Rajasthan by J’ames Tod

Marwar census report of 1891, Part III

Sirohi Xa Itibas by Pandit Gorishankar Hirachand OJha

Glorious Rathores by V.NaRav

Geographical dist:tona.ry by IEI.L Dey

The studies regarding Purana.s and Upa _jgm?ana% by F.C. Hazra

Muhnot Nainsi Xi m t, Part I, tra,nslated and eda.ted by
Ramnarayan Dugada. SamVata 1982, publishad by Kasi&hagri-‘-

graga rni Sabha.

Chronology of Gujarat, Historical gnd Cultural - General
Tditor M.R.Majmuders |
History and Culture of Indian people classical age, Vol,III

The sptatistical report of Jalore distriet, published by

the Statistical Department of Rajagthan, from 1962 to 1967

"Chinese accounts of India“ trenslated from the Chinese
Hiouen Thsang, Vol IV, Samuel Beal. |
survey report of Aridzone,pu‘blmshed by the Natzonal

Researc_h In‘etz.tq@_é,,_ ,J‘odhpu;‘, 196’?.
Cadstral Maps, Survey of India
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17.
18,
19,

21,

22,
24,
25,

26,

27,

An Tntroduction on Xavyanusasanayof Hemachandrs

jeratenisRejdheniya, by R.C.Parikh
Gujar’é?t-no sanslrtile Itihas by Ratanmani Rav ma
Rav Jhote, o ; | | | -
Sraman mman ] vir by Mumkalyannjai _ i
Hindu Tnatifliate, by Pendit Yogendra Bhattaeharya.m A..ZD.L.
Srimali Sidhsnta(Amarmals), by Pandit Nand Ram Trivedi

of Jodhpur "

.

Puskarna Jnati ks itihas by ﬁltha Lal Viyas of .Todhpur
G iarat n Murtividhana by I{anyalal Dave ‘

"?re,sa,& Mandan " 'by Sutradhar ¥andan, a Vagtusastra,

edited by Pandit Ezagwandae Jain

Articles published by i.S.University by Dri.R.N.Mehtas

Journals: ‘
a) Mehta R.N., *‘Kwnarika Khonda = o Stugx Journal of the
Mgharaja Sayajzrao University,; Baroda, Vol.XIV, No.l,
i965 o I
b) Uehte R.N., "Kumsrikd Khanda ond Khembhat", Svadhyeye -

Book II, Pert IV, Joumastml Anke 1965-66 o publication

of G;zjaz_:e,ti research ins‘@itujhion

¢) Mehts R.N., "Wallhi of the Waitrekas) Journal of the
Orienta; Institutg, Baroda, Vol.,XIII, No.3, March 1964

d) Mebta R.N., ‘Nagara", published in Svadhiyays the
Gujarati research quarterly, Vol.1IV, 1966-67

Jein Agam Sahitys Ma’ Gujrat, by DriB.J.Sandesara
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28, The ceilings in the temples of Gujarat, by J;M.Nanavati

‘and’ M;A.Dhankx, 1965 . .
29. "The Hzndu temple“ by Stell& Karmrisch,Professor of"

Uhiversity of Calcutte; 1946 S

The extent to which this wprk~is based on the

" work of others

. All tﬁg works noted above were consuiﬁeq; The opinions
of the authors noted thérepf'are the parts of the work which
depend bnftﬁe;éou;ces‘alééady noted, The identification of
the tgithég'was based on the information received from the
field-work,. Thus many parts of the work are based on the

previous works and local traditions that were collected.

original portion of this thesis

This thesis is based on new discoveries revealed by the

gtudy of’ériﬁéla purana. These are summed up as follows:

1. Original map of the town of Fhinambl and its sub-division
is prepered and the Tirthas of  Sriméla Pufapa.hare been
_ pointed out with their actual locations,
2, Origin and history of the castes of Srimalis with their

Yeliefs have been discovered with their customs and social

trends through the study of Srimila Purana.

xiii



3.

4e

5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

10,

11,

‘The area of Bhinamal and its geography with flora and

funa, annuel reinsfall, and climate, wild-life, agritule
tural products, animal husbandary, society and its occupa

‘..jtrion hg,ve been st’udi.ed' and p‘ompared to the conditions

' mentiohed in the -Grimsla Puréna.

Ancient commerce and industries and currency used in
Grimale have been studied, o

The causes of down-fall of Bhinmal and rise of Patan have

been studied as viewed in)sr'ima:“}_@,. Purang and as known
through history, 4 o _ S
The conflict of religion specially in Jains end Brahamans
have been noted with its actusl po.sit:ki.ronin me'gi.iaev_al
period in Vestern mdisspecially in North Gujerat and

West Rajasthan,

The influence of lodal language on ‘Srimals Purana have

been studied through the study of the language of “Srimala
Purans.,
Sosm——_— .
Collation work of the Menuscripts of “Srimala Purana with
text published have been done, .

. / * - . . .
Effqrt to fix the age of the‘Srimala Purana has bYeen under-

taken thrpugh internal and external evidences.

The Tirthas of Srimela Purana have been studied through the

exploration work and inongoraphical study of the images
sike was made. The Tirthas were ‘exemined archaeo-

logically. o | | |

The anqi_ent' city Fhinameal hav'e"been gtudied and compared

with details of frimale Purena.
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12, The castes that migrated from‘Srimals have been studied

and their beliefsabout'ﬁheir origin have been anelysed.

The study discovered the mejor fact thats
i) The study of gggggy?ufgnas 15 7egy’qs§entia1 in
6rder to know the histo;y of castes existing in
- Indian society, i '
ii) The rellglous conflicts may be gleaned through
the study of Caste Puranas. } 4
iii) The Puranas give the aotual data which could be
,4helpfu1 in identifying uhe Tirthas in old eity with
its surroundings‘and the sopial status prevailing
at the time of their writing or the traditions
that were'preserved at that time,

It is of 1nterest 10 know ﬁhat the stuﬁy of Gaste Puranas

should be undertaksn for getting = better picture of society.
Without their study it is very difficult to get the actual
picture of a particular caste To get cultural data of Indian
Social Life,the study of Gaste Puranas is essential and of

vital importanca.






