
Cultural and Critical Study Of Igrimala Purana

SYNOPSIS

T5ie thesis deals with the critical and cultural study 
of 'Srimala Purina and tackles the problems regarding the 
Social Practices of ''Srimall Brahmanas. Vanikas and other 

castes originated from "Srimala.

?Ehe.'Srimala Pur ana is not only the nuraha in the 

accepted sense of the term hut it is also a lirtha Mahataora 
and as such it describes many Tlrthas which are connected 

with Srimala in some way or other. An effort was made to 
find out all the Tirthas, identify them and fix their 
Chronology* For this purpose it liras essential to prepare 

a collated text and then study it. For such a study the 

present work is divided into nine chapters.

Chapter I - Introduction to 'Srimala Pur aha;

It is 4an introductory chapter which tries to explain the 
nature of/Srimala Purina and its critical apparatus that is 
used. Srimala Purina is a Jnati Purina and Tirtha Mahatmva. 
Ihe aims of study and method of study of §rimaXa Purina 

through internal and external evidences is noted.

An attempt to fix the date of 'Srimala Purina is made in 

this chapter.



Chapter II • Summary of ''Srimala Purana*

It gives the summary of the seventy-five adhyayaa of 
Srimala Purana.

Chapter III - The Sources of 'srimala Pur anas

m this chapter sources of each adhmva are traced and 
influence of these sources on'srimala Purana have been traced.

<r

Some of these souroes are as follows*
i) Hie Mahabharata

ii) She Ramavana
iii) the Puranas and Cpapuranas 

• ^
iv) Jain Granthas
v) Local myth and legends

vi) Local Geography
vii) Social Practices ext* 'Srlraalis

Chapter 17 - Geographical data in 'srimala Purana*

The geographical features of Ehinmala have been given 
under the following headings*
Location, Topography, Climate, Geological and Lithological 
conditions, water resources* the physiography, natural 
vegitation and cultivation.

The animal husbandary* wild-life, snakes* locust and 
other natural hazards like Aftdhi (sandy waves) are recorded. 
Some of them that are .noted in 'srimala Purana are compared,
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Chapter V - Socio-Economic (Economic) Conditions in 

'Srimaia Puranas

Some Socio-leonamic conditions and means of commerce 
are studied and means of commerce are studied and compared 
with the time when^Srimala Purina was composed. The character . 

of society is divided as*
i) She house-hold 

il) The occupations
iii) The Animal husbandary
iv) The subsidiary means
v) Parm forestries and local industries

vi) The trade, commerce and currency of ^Srimaia.

Chapter VI - Socio-Economic Structure (Castes and Social 
Practices) in^Srimala Purinas

The castes mentioned in ^Srimaia Purana are described 
with the history as noted in the Purana. The castes ares 

i) 'Srimali Rrahmanas
ii) Puskarrii Brahmanas

"" ~~r." "T 1 " / " 1 1

iii) Primal! Vanikas
iv) /Srlmali Sunars
v) Phils

vi) Seval Rajputs
vii) Patolias and Halvai.
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Chapter VII - Religious Conditions in^Srimala Purana:

In tiiis chapter the religious conditions the Gods* God
desses, Vratas, Tirtha Mahataya and the religious conflicts 
are discussed.

Chapter VIII - Administration and Polity in^srimala Pufa.na:

$he political conditions of the time are described 
briefly keeping in view the date of writing of the Igrimala 
Purana,

Chapter IX - Conclusion*

It is the concluding chapter evaluating the study of 
caste t>uranas.

SIATSaOMf I

Regarding study of the new facts

tEhis thesis is undertaken to prepare a collated text 
of ‘Srimala purana with a view to study the cultural and social 
conditions noted there in. It has brought to light the 
following facts*

1, "Srimala Purana is a valuable source to study Jnati and 
know the significant features of "Srimali caste.
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2. She method adopted for the study, of Kauraarika Khanda 
of Skanda Purina by Dr * S.Si Mehta j was adopted. It ms as

r

follows: w(l) She detailed examination of the style and 
subject-matter of the text* She subject 
matter is obviously a tlrtha xaahatnora of 
region.

(2) Field study of the tirthas. They were 
visited for gathering the archaeological 

' evidences. This method gave a first hand
information of the tirthas treated in the 
work and it also gave independent chrono
logical frame work for this text. Besides, 
this study incidentally gave some details 
for tracing the growth of the town of Cambay", 

It was observed that the above method was equally effective 
in the study of the"Srimala Purana also.

3. To study the beliefs about the ancient cities of the 
Western India,the study of such Purana is very useful.

4 * The Jnati puranas and tirtha mahatmya throw valuable 
light on the important tirthas of the Ksetra from which the 
Jnati emnated.

5, Many cultural traits and social customs of ^Srimali 
caste could be understood by the study of ^Srimala Purana.
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6. The importance of the tirthas of Isrimala. their Gods and 
the way of their worship are also understood by this study*

7. To compare and contrast the post-customs of 'srimali
- n , ,caste with those of the present day is made easy by the study 

°f tais EUfapa.

8. The geography and situation of ancient ‘Brimala Kagara 
can be studied with the help of 'Srimala Pur ana.

9. The identification of the tirthas noted in igrlmaia Purana 
with the help of site-study helped in understanding the 
pauranic anthology of "Srimala Purana.

10. The influence of the local language on Sanskrit can be 
seen by the study of ^Srimala Purana.

The study has indicated that similar Jhati-Purana and 
Tirtha Mahatmya require careful study to understand social 
practices of the castes and the stories about the place to 
which they belong* This throws light on mediaeval concepts 
about social practice and belief about the past as well as 
the chronology of such Puranas or parts thereof•

STATEMENT II
Statement showing the sources of information to the 
extent to which this work is based on the work of 
others and original portion of the thesis

Sources of informations
Por this thesis all the published works relating to
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ySrimala Purina. Isrimala Hagar and^Srimala Ksetra which Is 

included in the present Bhinmal city and Bhinmal sub-divi

sion of Jalore district of Rajasthan State, have been 

consulted and studied. They are as follows:

1. The Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency. Pact I (History of 

Gujarat), 1896

2. Gazetteer, Geographiya of Marwar

3. The Rajasthan circle report of 1901

4. Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan "by James Tod

5. Marwar census report of 1891, Part III,

6. Sirohi Ea Itihas by Pandit Gor ishanlcar Hirachand Ojha

7. Glorious Rathores by V.H.Rav

8. Geographical dlstionary by H.L.Dey

9. The studies, regarding puranas and Upapuranas. by P.C.Hazra 

10* Muhnot Rains i Hi Khvat. Part I, translated and edited by

Raxnnarayan Dugada. Samvata 1982, published by Kasi-Hagri- 
nra&ami SabhaT

11. Chronology of Gujarat, Historical and Cultural - General 

Editor M.R.Hajnmdar,

12. History and Culture of Indian people classical age. Vol.III

13. The statistical report of Jalore, district, published by 

the Statistical Department of Rajasthan, from 1962 to 1967

14. wChinese accounts of India" translated from the Chinese
» i

Hiouen Thsang, Vol.IV, Samuel Beal.

15. Survey report of Aridzone,published by the national 

Research Institute, Jodhpur, 1967.

16. Cadstral Maps, Survey of India
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17. An Introduction on Kavyanusasanayof Hemachandra
18. Ouiarat-ni-Raid1mhiyaf Ibgr R.C.Parikh

19. Gu.iarat-no Sanskrtika Itihas by Ratanmani Bay Ehimr, r ' rr"'LI iHiir-r-i-i-r^ T,nr7 ’IJI T"' ' ’’

Rav jhote.

20* Sraman Bhagwan Hahavir 1)5/ Munikalyanvijal 
_' aur

21. Hindu Jnati/Mata. by Pandit Yogendra Bhattacharya,M.A* ,D.L

22. Igrimali SidhahtafAiaarmSla). by Pandit Hand Ram frivedl 

of Jodhpur

23. Buskama Jnati ka itihas by Mitha Lai Viyas of Jodhpur

24. Gu.iarat Hu Murtividhana by Kanyalal Dave

25. “Prasad Mandan1* by Sutradhar Mandan, a Vastusastra.- *T*“' ' v- ' ''1 1 - ' unuii 'nnif ITTI-TUI rr mi "l     ■

edited by Pandit Ehagwandas Jain

26. Articles published by SI,S.University by Dr *R.B.Mehta; 

Journals;
a} Mehta H.H*, “gumarikS Khanda - a Study“* Journal of the 

Maharaja Sayajirao university, Baroda, Vol.XlV, Bo.l, 
1965 . ■ '

b) Mehta R.H., "Kumarika Khanda and Khambhat". Svadhvava -

Book II, Part IF, Janmastmi Anka 1965-66 a publication
' % , "................. * "V"

of Gujarati research institution >

e) Mehta E.H., “Valbhi of the Maltrakas” Journal of the 

Oriental Institute, Baroda, VoliXIII* Ho*3, March 1964 

d) Mehta R.H., "Bagaralf» published in svadhiyaya the 

Gujarati research quarterly, Vol.IV, 1966-67

27. Jain Agasa Sahitya Jga:. Gujrat. by Dr. B* J. Sandesara
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28. The ceilings in the temples of Gu.larat. by J.M.JJanavati 
and M.A.Dhanki, 1965

29. "The Hindu temple111 by Stella KiarmrischtProfessor of 
University of Calcutta§ 1946

The extent to which this work is based on the 
' work of others

All the works noted above were consulted* The opinions 
of the authors noted thereof are the parts of the work which 
depend on’the sources already noted. The identification of 
the tirthas was based on the information received from the 
field-work. Thus many parts of the work are based on the 
previous works and local traditions that were collected.

Original portion of this thesis

This thesis is based on new discoveries revealed by the 
study of /srimala Pufana. These are summed up as follows:

1. Original map of the town of Bhinamal and its sub-division 
is prepared and the Tirthas of Sriraala Purana have been 
pointed out with their actual locations.

2. Origin and history of the castes of^Sriraalis with their 

beliefb have been discovered with their customs and social 
trends through the study of'srimala Parana.
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3. The area of Bhinamal and its geography with flora and 
funa, annual rain*fall, and climate, wild-life, agricul
tural products, animal husbandaxy, society and its occupa 
-tion have been studied and compared to the conditions 
mentioned in the ^Srimala Pur ana.

4. Ancient commerce and Industries and currency used in 
'grima.la have been studied.

5. The causes of down-fall of Bhinmal and rise of Patan have 
been studied as viewed in^srimala Purana and as known 

through history.
6. The conflict of religion specially in Jains and Brahamana 

have been noted with its actual position in mediaeval 
period in Western Indi^specially in Worth Gujarat and 

West Rajasthan.
7. The influence of local language on 'Srimala Purana have 

been studied through the study of the language of^Srimala 

Purana*
8. Collation work of the Manuscripts of Srimala Purana with 

text published have been done.
9. Effort to fix the age of the ^Srimala Purana has been under

taken through internal and external evidences.
10. The Tlrthas of Isrimala Purana have been studied through the 

exploration work and inongoraphical study of the Images 
tjfsthe was made. The Tlrthas were examined archaeo- 
logically.

11. The ancient city Bhinamal have been studied and compared 
with details of Isrimala Purana,
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12, The castes that migrated from'lsrimala have been studied 
and their "beliefs about their origin hare been analysed.

The study discovered the major fact that;
i) The study of Caste-Puranas is very essential in 

order to know the history of castes existing in 
Indian society,

ii) The religious conflicts may be gleaned -through 
, the study of Caste Puranas.

iii) The Puranas give the actual data which could be
•*' "

helpful in identifying the Tirthas in old city with 
its surroundings, and the social status prevailing 
at the time of their writing or the traditions 
that were preserved at that time.

It is of interest to know that the study of Caste Puranas
•< * '* *

should be undertaken for getting a better picture of society, 
T/ithout their study it is very difficult to get the actual 
picture of a particular caste. To get cultural data of Indian 
Social Life,the study of Caste Puranas is essential and of 
vital importance.
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