CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Whet is ‘Srimsle Purana:

%ﬁiméla Purana is ea}led‘éfiméla Mahatmya by its author

and he says that Srimalesmahstmya is described in the eighty one

thousand gsemhitas in the third Paricheda of Brahmavibhaga of

claimed to be
the Skanda@grana. It is/a part of Skandagurana andé@escrlbes

Srimala nagara with its tirthas and castes. There is no

description of the said Purina in "The Studies in the Upapurana®

by R.C.Hazra, While writing introduction to Mallapuréga
Professors Sandesara and lehta R.N. have mentioned its name in
foot note to identify it as a caste Euréga.l Dr.Awasthi,

" (studies in gkanda Puraqag), mentioned the city ‘Srimals', but
he is silent about its Méhéggza. No doubt it is & casté~2uféna
which tells about the vorimali' castes like Tharmarnys for Modh
Brahmenes, Nagarkhands for Nagars and V&yu Purana for Vaydas,

but Srimala Purans not only tells about the castes but it also

describes
Hlemiifiios the geographical situation of ancient Srlmala with its

3

eulture and social functions,

/ - - -—
Aims of study of Srimala Puranas

’

The aims to study Srimals Purang are summarised below:
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1 Dr.Sandesara B.J. and Dr.Mehta R.N., Mallapurana, p.=2
LT . K. -

2 Dbr,Awaesthi A.B.L., Qﬁudies in Skanda Puranra, part I pp.89,127
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1. To know the myths about the origin of Srimali brahmans,
gggggg, Sunars and other castes.

2. To study the Puranic stofy about the construotion of

lthe eity.

3. To identify the ancient ‘Srimala clty if possible through
the study of is tirthas.

4. To study social and cultural signxfloance of ermala and
1tsvinf1uence over West Rajasthan and North Gugaratgi

5, To know the gotras with their Devtas and a?atankas of

‘Srimbli castes, Srimia-pur@na-1ssthe:ORiF:E0ATIST

6. To collect the ancient cuétomg, ceremonies and functions
wf’sfiﬁala‘nagara and the'sfimhlia. |

7. To examine religiéus conflicis as known to have taken
place ‘in Vest India as noted in the Srimala Purana.

8, The study is helpful to know the cultural higtory of the

said area,

Method of Study:

The text of'érimé;g”guréna was prepared with the help of

other manuseripts of Srimsla Eurana and studied. . On the
basis of this the method employed to study Kaumérﬁ?& Khandal

was adopted in this study.

The field work was conducted to study the places noted

in the Srimala Purana with a view to understand the present

condition and its past formation. This would result in, it .
was presumed, the identification of the tirthas and give valuae

ble information on chronological and cultural aspects.

------m—--&nwpnn-‘d--—’-w-b&--dn-u-nn---~--~-

1 Dr.Mehta R,N., "Kaumariks Khands - a Study", Journal of
M.S.U%lVer31ty, RBaroda, Vol.XIV, "No.1, 1965 -




The text of Srimals Purana:

The text of Srimgls Puraus is edited with the help of a

printed text and four manuscripts. The printed text was
published in Samvat 1955 (1899 A.D.) at 'Vijaye Pravarteka!
press Ahmgdabad, by‘Gujgrat Arya‘Osadha9qla, Richi Road,
Ahmedsbad, Iﬁ W#s preéared with Gujarati translation by Jata-

sankare Liladhars and Kesavaji Visvanatha. It contains 75

chapters.

An effort is made in the present work to collate it for

a critical study.by using availsble manusceripts.

printed work and \
The following/manuscripts areused in this work:

Manuseript A: The Printed text noted above is referred to is 'A!
Manuscript B: The Place of Deposit: ‘

) . The Rajasthan Oriental Institute, Jodhpur,
Account No, 10%08 |

Title. ... ‘srimale Mehatmye

Author, ... Unknown \

A8Beeee . . . Samvat 1877

Languagees e Sanskrit

Scrivteces Devanagri

HMateriali... Rough Yellowish paper

Stylecees Written in one uniform hand writing but at

places it has been corrected and letters are
written in small size,

SiZ€eans 29 c.m. x 13 c.m, .
F0lioSssess 113 (folios 79 to 82 missing)
Extent.s.. 1 to 75 Adhiyays (missing adhiyaya 39 to 42)

No., of lines in
eaCh fOIééo‘Qc 14



Yo,of letters in
each line,... from 33 to 39

COPYiBteves ?u§akarné Brahmana Boda Ganesh Das

Margin to each f0li0,ees Right side margin 3.5 c.m.
Left side margin 3.5 c.m.

Upper margin 2 c.n.
Lower margin 2.3 c¢.m,

ifanuscript C: The Place of Deposits
The Rajasthan Oriental Institute, Jodhpur

Account Eo.10489

Titlece.. Skanda. Purana (Srimala Mahatmya)

Author,.,.. Unknown ) :

AZBieee Yot mentioned but Paleography suggests circa

16th century

Language.... Sanskrit

Seript.... Devanagri

Material,... Rough Yellowish paper ) 7

Stvleeees Written in good and uniform hand writblng‘warld
. quite legible . —

5iZ8evee - 29,9 c.m. x 13 c.m.

F0lioSecse 152 (folios from 1 to 17 missing)

No,of lines in
each f0li0.,se¢ 9 lines

¥o.,of letters in
gach line,... 43 to 45

Margin to each

Right side margin 3 w.m.
Upper margin 2.5 c¢.m, .
Lower margin 2,9 c.m,.

All the slokas are not numbered at many places, numbering

of Adhixézas ~{s: missing., Dialogues are marked with Kumkum,



Manusecript D: The Place of Deposits
_ 'The Rajasthen Oriental Institute, Jodhpur.
Account No, Copy of Srimala gahatgxa Number 69

Titleesss- ‘Crimels Nobatmys @ part of Skanda Purana
Author,... Unknowa . o
Age;...,. . January 1960 collated under Munishri Jinvijaya
Language.... Sanskrit ‘
Scripteeecs. Devanagri

Material.... Paper . )

Styleee.. Written in good hand writing

Siz€.ev. 33.5 e.ms  x 21 com.

Folios..... 460 folios - divided in two volumes

ﬁo.'of‘iines'in'
each folio...: 20 to 23

Wo, of letters’
in each line..: 13 to Qﬁ

Copyistesis’ Sri Maden Sarms an official from Orzantd&nstitute,
It was an incomplete work as Sri Sarma left Off ice
. and work was suspended. -

Eanuseript E: The Place of Deposits _
' " sri Chaganlalji Maharajs,Raja Jyotishi,&'alor

Titleesss Srimals Purana

Author.... ' Unknown ‘
AgR.ees . . Not mentioned but seems to be 300 years old

LangueZCe .o éanskrit

Scriptiaes. Devanagri . i

Material...., Yellowish paper .
Stylecee. . Written in good hand writing. Some lines are

written with different hand,
Sizeoc-. 31 5 Cele X 12 Cellla

F0lioBeses -84 ( 1 to 60 ) in good conditiong 61 %o 84
demaged



No,of iihes in
each Fdiogess 12 -to 17 lines; on folio 7; only ten
lines

No.of letters in’
each linei.;. 42 to 46 1etters- on folio No;7; 30
letters in each line

Margin to each ) T
f0li0sies ' ﬁargin to left 4 c.m,

Jargin to Right 4 eims
Upper mavgin 1,3 c.m.

Lower margin i.5 c.m,

Chronology of Srimala Puranas

The Puranic 1iteréturé‘is ﬁsually anouymous and hence '
the chrénology of iﬁs composition remains doubtful, ‘srimala
Puraga is no exneption_to“this general trend, therefore; it
is necessary to fix iils chronology. A.M.T.Jackson writing
in Gazetteer of Bombay Presiéency, Volume I;I notes that it

was written about four hundred years back, but does not give

.—w-nuua--an-n-uww---tu-‘--‘ru—nnu—m---—a—un--nm—-wun-r—un--c—-—’-n

1 Jackson AM.T., Gazetieer of Bombay Pregidency, Volume I

Part I (History of Gujgrgt) under Government orders, Printed
at Government Press, Bomhay 1896. Appendix III Bhoinmal
by MT.AJM.T.Jackson, I.C.S. pp.449-499

nthe legends of Bainmal are collected in the SHrimale
¥aha tmya gf §kand§ Puraqg, a work supposed to be about 400

years old; pp.461, kl.roughly give the date of composing
of the Srimals Purans at about 1896-400%1496 A.Ds



any arguments to support his view. It is, therefore, neces-
sary tﬁ‘study the extént text and othér corxoborafive evidenpe
to discover the period of its writing., Fortunately the
present text indicates that the author of the Srimpla Purana
had good information of the polﬂ?ical conditions of the 12£h
century A,D. This he heas givén in Chapter LXXV, under the
guise that theL% of ‘Srimala went to Patan; Evidently
this incident refgré to the conquest of Ehinmal by the
Chaulukyas of ggggg in i2th Century A.D, At this time

Jaips were powerful at Patan'and their power also geem tov

be reflected in the sto?ies about thé spread of Jainism in

Bhainmél,

From this evidence it could be inferred that the author
of the Srimdls Purana fourished inm or after 12th Century A.D.
Thus one can reasonaply assign the Srimala Purana to a period

after 12th Century A.D. a

The manuseripts so far available indicate that the
earliest is asoribed to the 16th Century of Paleographic
grounds.1 If this is true then the ‘Srimala Purana must

have been composed before 16th Century A.D.

Thus the intgrnal evidence of the text snd the externél

evidence of the manuscript indicate that the work is composed

1 Manuseript 'C', The place of deposit, Rajasthan Oriental
Ingtitute, Jodhpur; Account No,10489
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after 12th ogr}tgry A.D, and befors 16th century A.D,

~ The study of the language indicate that the Sanskrit is
mixed up with _1t_>cal language and some of the words have taken

the mcdern~_:£'o;cm.2 This fact seem to point out ﬁlfzat the

/Sriméla Purga‘na‘m;ght p;-‘obz_a,fb\ly have been composed towards 14th/
15th eentury A.D., A perusal of Jain Prabandhas of “this age
alsoirf‘zﬁi%,a‘gf&ture of words and phrases as is the cese here.
These facts seem to lend sugpor'ﬁ Vtao this possibility. Hs_omeMof
the étories from %r—ima'la Pur"é.l?a are based on misunderstanding
o:f" images or on the worship of broken images. This is also a
phenomenon that could take place after the images wore lying
for a long time or the broken images were once more taken. up -
for worship, The Varah imsge seem to belong to circa 12,/131:2@1

--'ﬂ-—-‘-ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ”ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ--ﬁl*ﬁﬂ“‘ﬁ'nﬂﬂ-bﬂ- ------ oo - - - B G s i W B T G G - -

1  ¥anuscript 'C' numbered ,1Q489 in the records of Oriental
Institute, Jodhpur . L

/
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2 sangkrit Words Sanskrit word mixed in Present language
. : local form .
A, Ahaliya Ahilye Hindi (XLIX)
B. o 0jha ‘ Gujarati (LXIX)
e. godasa . ~ Bodasa Gujarati (LXIX)
Ds Josi . Hindi & Gujarati
' T {LXIX
Dave Gujarati (LXIX
Vora Gujarati (LXIX
Bohra Hindi &LX.IX
Thakura Hindi (LXIX
Gujarati ELKIK}
LXIX

Pemee@a’i;wa Gujarati
Carnpanth ~

411 the gotras of Brahmanas and Vanikas are of local

direct either from Gujarati, West Marwari or Hindi,

-
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century on _stylisi:iq off init?. It could easily take about
two or three centuries for makinig‘ijhs‘ snout to become a K&k

"‘tunda. in Folk 1iteréturé.1

‘If such a phenomsnon is consider-»
ed cerefully, one can ascribe the work to about 2 or 3
centurles after 12th century A.D, Thus it seems that this
evidence converges on i4th/15th century A.D, This 1s in

line with the internsl evidence of the text as jévell as that

" of the manuscripts, ' The broken image of Varunavi Devi is
worshipped in broken form as mentioned in the same form in
Srimala Purane, It shows that the Puréna is written after

its destruction, &

The gocial picture of the town speclally built for

Brahmanasg indicate that the authors probably did not know the
role this town has played in the pastv.:” They, therefore,
gseem t6 follow the line of thought that is seen in Nag arkha_nda,4

Thermeranys and such other texts composed in the period after
13th century A.D.

1 Srimala Purana, XVI

2 1Ibid, Varunavi MEhatmya . o

3 1Incidentally it may be noted that Red and Black ware, Roman
Amphora, Red-Polighed Ware and such other antiquites were

obtained from Bhinmal indicating that it is an old town
established probably before the Christian era,

The above material with the coins of Srimsla Ksetra are
kept safe in tho museum of the Archeeological Départment

of the ¥.S.University, Baroda.

4 "Mehta R,N,, Nggarkhands, a study, Journal of ¥.S, Unlversity
Of B&I‘Oda/ \/03 ,.,w ’ Npi l‘i(:s
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The chapter LXIX and LXX of the gotra and avatankas
clarified the fact that Srimali brahmanaa and vanikaa were

§1v1ded_in many sub-cgs#gs and their avatankasa1

The names
of  avatankas are influenced by the 1angugge Marwarl and
Gujarati which prevailed 'in 15tk century, So the work of

“srimala Purana is not earlier than 15th century A,.D.

 The above f&ct‘iglébniirméd when we 4o not find any A
references of the femplag-of Uahesvara lahadeve and Nilksnthe

&ahéﬁeva. ~ These are the important tirthes of present

Bhinmsl, . There is no reference of the construction of the

gate and walls of the temple of Candindtha Mghadeva, The
inseription on t@é gate of Csndinaths MehBdevs temple is of

17th century A.D. s0 the work of ‘srimala méﬁétgzé lies before
Y ‘ ' : e —

this date. It may be concluded that,Srlmalg Purans was _

written efter 12th century A.D. and before 16th century A.D.
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1 Srzmala Purana, Gotras and avatankas of Srimalis and
Vanikas - LXIX and LXX







