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CHAPTER III

THE SOURCES OF 'SRTMATLA PUHANA!

The suthor had to narrate the origin of Srimale nggaral

with its castes so he had two fold work. First he had to
describe the Puranic history of the city and its Tirthas and
secondly he had to recqrd the origin of the Jgatis with their

cugstoms and ceremonies.

A close study' of the Pur"apa'sh_owé that chapters 1 to 9

give the Pufanic account of the establishment of ’§_£imé.la nagara.

The origin of the castes of Srimali bramanag®
and Srimali vanikass is given in chapters ten to thirteen,

, Srivhli sumars 1

The Tirtha MShatmays starts from chapter XIV and ends in

chapter IXIV.

The ceremoniss, vrataé, customs and social pattern of the
inhebitents of ‘Srimala are recorded with their ways of funetion~

ing in chapters LXV to LXX. Pinally the Gotras, with their

avatankas Kuladevis and other deitiss are given in chapters LXVII

to LXX,wttlrcspzcizt=detatiss

The ohapters LXXI to LXXI‘V’ show the religious conflicts of
and the down fall of $rimila,
the brahmanas and the Ja { JThe last chaplter narrates the

story how Brimala becames Bhinmdla.

1 ‘Srimala Purans Adhdyayes IX 1-24,XII 1-26, LXXITI i~ 5
2 Tbid X 1-42

3 Ibid XIITI 1-15 and 17-27
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The rqligious importance of the tzrthas is ghown
throughout. The authors had uged various sources for this

purpose which are summed up here.:
“Srimala Mahatmys as a Part of Skanda Purana:

Most of the chapters of 'Srimala Maha _tgx (that is Purana.)
end with a sloka whz.ch means that it is from 'hhe Third ’
Pariccheda of Brahma Vibhaga of gSkenda w.l Srmla is
described as an abode of Brghmanas in the Skende _I_Dy_;z;'_a‘_,;z_;q._.‘?" It
is situated in Paschima Dess as noté@ here. It further notes
that it is a part of Kumariki khanda,® The detailed account
of the Tirthas of the Ksetrs is the oreation of the author
with the help of other \s_ou'_rces.-r Though the suthor claims
this to be a part of Skonde Purana, it does not occur in 1ts

printed version.

As the welknown Ar’budaghala; Mountain, the seat of Risi
Va.s:l?tha is near Srimals to show the right geographical ‘
situation, the Risi Vagipgtha gives the detailed aqcount of
this area to the King Mendhata, Risi Gautama is supposed

activities '
to be responsible for the /in this region. Association
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-x‘ﬁr ATt TSGR 7% ?ZL'% w(wr <7727m/
1 ‘srimals Purana, Adhfyaya i, {Q‘\,,’)} hrartws Gildrerig

12y~ Unes r/]"‘”‘ &'9;*7 Ss;,molnu
2 A.B.L.Awagthi, Studies in gkands P Purana and Skanda Purana,

I, I1, 2, 87

3 Ibid. Kumeriks Khanda list



of Vasistha and Gautama is narrated beautifully. Risi
Va51stha had narrated many things which are not the sole contri-

t0 explain away the phenomenon found here’
bution of Srimala Purana but are 1nserted into it by the autnoné

Thepe are traced to their main sources.
King ﬁéﬁdhﬁféi, Risi like‘Kaaxagggg Gautama®, ngalaé are
all Puranic ones and*are connected with‘the Tirthas and'ér&ﬁéla

Kgsetra by the author, e

The main Devatas are very few and they have their separate

Puranas against their names,
zuranas

) , ~ .
They are Visunu, Siva, Vinayska, Sun and Devis like

ggggpndé, Khemaukarg and Laksami. griméla is called the place

of Goddess 'ér§5.

, Yaksas'and Nééas are also represented with their gthalas
and T;rthas .
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1 Mahabharats, Vanaparve 127,35, Drona Parva 62,11, Ramayaua,
Uttarkands 67.8,11, Vayu Purane 88,68 and Brahmsnada Puring
iil 86,87

2 yghghharaia Adiparvs 59, 17 to 20, Ramayana, Aranya Kanda 14-16
Vaxu Purans 69.59,60,68, Harivangg iii 25,36

3 ,gmaxang,ﬂttar ¥anda 30, Bala kanda 48.49, Skanda I.ii 52
Vahabharat . Anusasgana Parve 41, Visnu Puraqa iv.v.611

4 Deval Smriti
& ‘Srimals Purana, LXXIX 58 and LXXV 23.24,
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As Sive,, Visnu, Laksamz, Gaur:.. Sa at tr:.kas, Vingxaka :

are worshixmed with different names at dxfferent places accord-
ing to’ the Puranic mytholo@, the same have been rapeated in
“srimale Purana with slight dlfferences in the accounts in the

original sources, so as to su:.t the local phenomenon.

. The chief sources geem to be the epics, Mahsbharets and
and Ramayans
Ramayena. From the Mahabharatgfollowing incidents are used:

1, 's‘.&"aha’bharata - -: N
King Pariksita wes a w King. He died of snake bite.

The story of X 5 Tokssks and Pariksite is taken from Maha=

‘bhéra'bal and Bhagvate Pufé‘na?‘. Tha %era Purana says that

the Srimali bréhmamnamed ____gxg.pa. who knew the yidys of NEga
Visa ’m, was ‘bribed by Taksaka and he returned to Srimala.
The news of the K:Lng }?ar iksita' £ death grleved the brahma.na.
Periksita Citya was was p:;oduced. by Kasza}ga{ and propogated by
'Sri-mal,li bréhman.a.s as Qa'.rik.sita ;’;C_a;,___th___é:as
2, Ramayans - | |

The story of Gautama's curse given to alxa and Indra is
not mentioned only in Rmayana but in Mshibharats, and Skanda

li'uré.‘ma.4 slso, The /Sr'imégg Pursna says that Indra first saw

5

Ahelyas in Srimale in gsndisayatra® and was attracted by her

1 Mshebharata,fdi Parve, 51-58, 222-34
2 Eh3gavate Puréna I 16-19- :
3 Srimala Purana LXVI

.4 Ramgysna, Béla. Kandg 48-49, Uttara Kends 30, lishabharata
Anugasana Parva 41, Skandas Purans ii 52

5 ‘Srimdla. Purdna XLVI 1-23
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beauty. ’Sfiméla was previously called Gautamasrems?. A kunda

naned after Ahalya was also dugz and Gautama loved her again,

The quarrel over Pusapaka Vimang between Kubers and Ravana

3

is mentioned in Ramayena and Méhébhérafg also but’éf@méla

Purana recorded that Kubera came from Lanka and had his Tapas

at frimhla's Yaksesthala and was assured before going to

Alskapuri that Riavana would be killed by 'Réma'.é

Sources taken from other Puranas:

Visnu Puranas Leksami the consort of Vignu was the daughter
of Bricu, The maptiage of Visnu and Leksami is mentioned in

Visnu Purana,.’ ?he same marriage is narrated in two different

ways in frimale Mbapmya. Leksami merried Visnu as a daughter

of Risi Brigus and secondly she came out of the Sagarmanthana
and married Lord Visnu.7 The same stories are taken from the

puranas but after marriage Laksami came to Srimals Ksetra and

congtructed the city8 Brimala and secondly changeé its name to
1 ‘Srimals Purana,XLVI I 40-44, III 21-85, IV 28-52 and

VI 46-50 '
2 &i_dt XLVI, 48*59 .

Uahsbharata Vena Parva 275-276, Rameyana 15

3
4 ‘srimala Purana, XXII

srimala Purang
5 Visnu Purzna, Adhfyays VIII =X
“Srimals Purana, Adhdydva VII
Ibid, XLV 24«31 10
Ibid, IX 41-50, IX 1-22

0 T O
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seem to have been invented by the author,
Pus;gam‘éla.g,l These stories asre given only in“Srimsls Purana.

She is named With her different names in different Tirthes as

4, Balga.ur’ia, Komals® in

Loksomi, 2y oge ésvari'?’ ’ mé.h‘alalgsam“i

P e — . - - ) — 10 s
Srimala Purana., Agni Purdng and Linga Purana also mentions

that Lakeami came out of Sagarmanthana,

C of the
The fight for supremacy among the two/Trinity Devatds

Erohue =nd Visnu is narrated in Visnu Pursna’.  Lord siva

decided that Visnu was supreme and worthy to be w'orshi-pped,

Fhe-seme-sbory~ig ginen in-Linse-Purai alses  The curse of
“Sive that Brabua would not be worshipped was modified end made

less severe after the Tapas of Bishma and Lord Siva assured

Brahme that he would be worsiipped ’oy~ Brahmanas and in Brahnge
puri or the place where brazhmenas are rulers. The linga of

’s:fwa would have Brahma Sutra. Brabmasutralings would be worship

-ped with great respect, The ambove story is %old in” &g'iméla
Purzns with the addition that Brahms had his Tapss in Srimsla
on Brahms Sarovars® to please the Lord MahadeVe.
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1 “Srim3la Purana, XLX 32-64

2 Ibid, VI, 20-28 and VII 1-42

3  Tbid, VIIT 12-25

4 Ibid, XLV 65-66

S Ibid. LVII 1-4, 51- 64 .

6 Ib:.d 1LXIT 1-7, 58, 6/—1-66

7 Vlsnu Puran&

8 Sr:.mala. Pura.na., XVIL 60

9 Dr.Govinda Chandra Raya, Pracins Bharata Me Iﬁg&m’i Pratima
10 Ib:.d.

A Fordirrmss
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contest

Ehagaveta Puranas The story of the ﬁzgk# of Kadru the mother

of Edgas§and Vinats the mother of Garudas is given in Bhggajatal

and Eiggg Puragasg, about the colour of the‘tail of the hprsé =
Ucaisrva. If the colour of the tail was black Vinatd was to be
e slave of Xadru. It was done so by the Nagas, The Srimala
Puﬁénavsays that Radru was pleased by the act of hef sons angis
worshipped in §rinals as Neganimdta®.  The fight of Garudes

is mentioned also in the Srimale Purana and it says that the

gold is the part of the feathers éf Garuda gawilaé. Nagas are
5

related to’éfﬁﬁéla in many Adhyayass as helper pf‘éfimélis.
The daughter of Nega Kankole was married to Kandapa a’srimali

bféhmana.s Her father Kankols gave shelter to the daughters

“srimalis and kept them at his residence.’

The Xing Yayati and his devotion for the lard Sun is
. tayatl . i . ae .
described in MakiBbhirate and Ehagavata purﬁna . Erimala Purana

_ Naimd SEAS
narrates that Yeyati performed his Tapes in §§§§g§§§%§g Yana
of §rimala and here the Sun was worshipped as Jagatsvamifg

1 RBhegavata Puranﬂ VI 6, Mahabharat Adi Parva 2i-34

2 Vignu Puraqa IV 2=11

3 “Srimala Purans, XXVIII 1, 2833

4 Ibid. XXVII 5155

5 JIbid, XXVII 90-100, XXXVII 7, XXXIX 1 20-21, 32

6 Ibid, XXVII 5155

7 Ibid, XXXVII 7, XXXIX 20~21, XXXVII 11-12

8 Mahahharata Adi Parvs 75-93,9,Bhizavata Purana IX 9=19,19, 25

10 Srimela Purana LLIIT 2-3, 72=97
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The twelve Adityayas mentioned in Visnu, in Mahabharata and in

other Puranas had their asrama in Brimalal.

T

Skanda Puranas The story of Velmiks Risi and his tapas is ?

s
taken from gkanda Purana®, The Br imgla Purdna records that

Srimels is the place of Valmikils Tapas. Valmiki pleased

Valm ikeBvara’ .

Vayu Purana:  Kasyapa as grand son of Brabmg and the origi-

nator of Vaivastara Mapvantara“ hed his Tapas in Brimala and

got a Va.;rdénaéf. The above story is given in Vayu Purﬁgxas and

Méhé‘bh’ératas but the place of Tapas is not given.

Va

¥eteya PurBne: The story of Lord Bive killing that Daitya

Tripurs is taken from Matszapur’é‘,na‘v‘_. The Br imé’ial Purana says 2

Pt

thet Lord Sive marched against Tripura from Srimala and

returned after victory and was worshipped as Trimbakelsvara /
= o ket
=8 - 3

with Devi Yogesvari-. wye -

S D TIPS A W D S St W Gy S W T S b W D W G W TR W G W T A W W D WD B M W WD G S WU W A R W A S A A S AR Y W

1 “Srimala Purana, LXII 8«15

3 Ibid. XLVIII, 1, 5258

5. Mahabhgrata Adi Parva LIX 17-20, REmdyans Aranya Konda 14-16,
Harivenss Purgne iii, XXXV, XXXV,:16% Vayu PurBing LXVII 5960

4 Srimala Purana, XXIII, 1, 48-53

7 Matsye Purans AdidySys 130-39 and 145 and 261, 33.

8 ‘crimplal Purana,XIV 98-107
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' Varsha Purana: Varsham ma, is teken from Vardha, . '
Visnu and Harivanda Purahas 'but it is added in $rimale
Visnu Harivanga Puranas

Purana, that Varsha gave Darsans in Srima,‘la and was worshipped ?
S — R ===

as Naravarsha there. {

- 4
Harivanéa Purana: The story of- «the killing Wadhu and Keitabha

Y is noted in It is
y Lord Visnu -/ Har 1van§__purana..> 2/told in Brimals I?ura.?a as

Lord Krisng killed them and came to-Srimala. As the Lord

nad taken his bath in the Sarovars it was called Krisena |
Sarovara Lrigena

: §_§.__1;_ova.ra§

Davi M‘J,ata Pur'é‘,na: The gtory of Devi Ghsmundd is from

T .
Devi Bhagvets Purana.. + The same is repeated in Srima.la Purana
8
and CHemunda is worshipped as Bakasthali, Canéda, Mundar:gl_,
-9 10
cendi and gidhaCamunda there,

Vignu Burana, I. IV, Bhagavats Purana, III, XIII

Har 1vansa Purana, IXL

Srima,la, Purana, XLVII 21-30

‘Harivanga gg_;-ana,, 11T, XIII, XXVII

Devi Fhagavata, V 21-31

1

2

3

4

5 ér{ma,"la Purér'la., XVI 1

;

7 ‘4rimsls Purana, XXIV, 1, 30-42
8 Jhid, XXXV, 1, 19-21
9 Ibid, XXXVI, 160

10 Ibid, LIX, 16-18
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Pgii;g'?urﬁha- The. Adhgggxas of Gové%asélgv1naxakal and

\_/ gseem to be e stori noted i
Siddhav1naxakag awe/composed with the help gﬁé Puran93, ?

SNt L o
4 — e .. Ton £
] ) i . ~ C

L]

A | -. U
i%;/, as Varuna is e vedic god and it is said that Srimala

Ksetra which was Gautamadrama was known as VarunaKanana end

amﬁ nd had his Tapas at Srimala Ksetra end became the master
of the West.4

The details and descriptions of images, Tirthes and city

seem to be by observation or ?

aza/composed/zithztheshadp=ef the study of Visvalerms Sdstra®

R

===

Geography utilised as source:

The four chapters are composed to locate the gituation of
‘arimals and geographical phenomena is used as éource. The
South-East is described by describing Mbuut Abu and Mount

) Saugan&gkka, where Risi Vasistha went®, ©  The North-west is
presented with the help of Mbunt Suvarnagiri as the asrama of
Jaival gg;;? where Cgutama went first, Flora,andﬁhhuna.of

‘6rimsla helped 1o compose some chapters,S

P L E L e e Ry X R R R Ty L e R R R ¥

‘srimgla PurGne, LVIIL, 24-27
Ibid, XXXIV 1, 42-46 ,
Pa.dame, Purana Sristi Khanda 11:, Mahabhsratas Adi Parva-112

Srimale Purana, LXIV 13, 18-19

Tbid, IX  31-33
Toid, I 2535

7 _Ibid, II, 3=4

8 Ibid; ITI 5-9, IV, 1-4

(o TN T S O

—r——



o

" un—-udﬁuun----wﬁonwou-md-‘--u--m--u--n*n-ou&o-w--u---wu

11

Local events used ag sources:

i

Miraculous Ta_.ias: _ There are in this Purana a number of
stories of superhuman acts. One such stpr} is that of the
bralman Kundape who married the Nige Kanya Isumati after

one trating into the Né?ga.icka with the help of the magical
power collyrium applied to hls Pyes . There are super=
natural helpers like Nags Kankolag, Surbbhimefsd, sexrveman a1a4,
and %%ha‘% g_e_g'_is. “They all have helped to compose the
Pur&?a. |

Religious stories like that of the buth in a holi river®

are the sources of cnrtafin chapters. ifova@ (Romantic tales)
like Mukulhimata! g%fiig;_31Mahadeﬁ§ Atmaghgro ;E;;Q? used as
gpources made the Purana interesting to common mass.

W " W - - .

1 “srimgle Purana, XXVII 2376
2 Ibid, XXXIX 30-38
3
4

Ibid, XXXVIII 6
Tbid., LIII 1, 27-32
5 Ibid, XXVII 97-100
6 Thid, V 11-24

7 Ibid, XXIX 1, 88-92
)

9

Ibid, XXX 1, 35-37

Ibid. XLIV 39-44
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Talgs of stppid ogre, tpat of Uttamojéi, Daitza KafalaE

and Xhare REkga.saa ere used as sources to compose many chapters.

Fokes~snd -Ancadoims: ket Oertain events can change the
entire history of gociety is shown through the last chapters
where Gautams became Jain monk and Srimala was termed as
Bhinmala, The event of replzcement of Power from Bhinméla
= ~ P N

to P&tana‘and the rise of Jainism helped the author to composge

' the least three chaptersé._
/

The Social cusioms and ceremonies os sources:

T The Adhyays of candisvera zé%ras and rolling of Brahmans

bvefore Atmadh&ra ratha- as Ki;ata.represents the social fung=

tions of “Goripujs and Mgndesathaga, The celebration helped
e

t0 compose these Adhyayas.

Many chapters ouly recorded the gotras, their gvatankas
with their originality7, which exist even to-day.

Kathas: The Kathss like Mihdlaksami Katlis®, Periksita and

Taksakanégag are used ag source.
‘Srimala Purane, XXXI 41
id, XXXIX bBil-52
Tbid, XXXIII 49«52

ek e

1
2
3
4 Tbid, LXXIII 77-78, LXXIV 45-49, 5060 and LXXV 25432
5 Ibld, XLVI 1 ' :

6 Ibid. XLIV 30-51 '

9 Ibid, LXVII, LXVIII, LXIX, LXX

s 1bid, LIV

9 TIbid, LXVI
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gi"i‘z‘.'mtmns' To deacribe the ca.stes and their customs that, is

Kuldcars a few chapters are oomposed.l

2~ : .

The fame of the zc_g_e'_;b_g_g, :is"a'lso répre(se'r'z'ted‘through séxqé |
-Adhyayas, ‘s'?owing the wid_e ‘area of the gg_gp_;_'g and the number
of castes and »‘b_héir fno;éﬁziatior;f.‘? The magfiif:icgnce of the -

giﬁy was also r@presgs;zisfe‘qi thfough some chaptex‘sﬁ

The above
sources show that mz%,@??rc\;;f‘, Sg__g_hesays is true: ‘“Some motifs
ere practically universal and form the material out of which

teles are constructed and some moﬁi;‘s are so specialised that
 they pwé their very existence to the tale types of which they

are part:.4

Thus it appears that the author of the Puréns has used
existing Bnoedotes, known from the epi'cs,- pursnag end probably
from fdlic"-c'ulture:, aé,..mvéil és the obseg.‘yation of Geograpby,'
spcial‘hustoms; c'erem‘onies_ etc. ~4He gave Local colour to
mpét of the stories used ,by him_and for this he has changed

parts of o0ld well<known stories,

1 “crimals Purena, LXXI, LXXII
2 Tbids LXXII; I
3 _JIbid, IX, XI, LXXII _ .
4 Trof, Stith Tomson, Stendard Dictionary of folk-lore,
%thology_ and 1e%end, Vol.II edited by Leach Maria and
ied Jerome, puvlisned by Funk Wagnalls Company, New York,
1960,



