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APPENDIX I

A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE MATSYA PURANA

- CHAPTER 1
The MP opens with an invocation to Lord Siva 

and Visnu in the form of a Fish. Once at the end 
of a long sacrificial session Saunaka and other 
sages residing in the Naimisa forest asked the 
Suta as to why the Lord Visnu assumed the fora of 
a fish and how Mahadeva became Bhairava and Purari. 
In reply to this he narrated the incident of meeting 
of Manu and the Matsya who fell into the hands of 
the former when he was engrossed in japa on the 
Malaya. It was reared up by him and finally let 
loose in the ocean when it assumed a gigantic size. 
It was recognised by him tthen, as the Lord Visnu 
who foretold him about the coming1 deluge. It 
enjoined him to protect the movable and the 
immovable in a boat and blessed him with the honour 
of being the Prajapati and manvant aradhipa.; _ .
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■ CHAPTER 2

- Then as foreboded there was a flood. Then as 

directed by the Fish, Manu tied his boat to the 

horns of the divine Fish with the serpent as the 

rope and towed away. Then Manu-asked Him to 

enlighten him on the problems of cosmogony, uni

versal dissolution, divine genealogies,ages of 

Manus, genealogies of kings, cosmography, religi

ous gifts, sraddha, duties of the different social 

orders ana the stages of life, istapurta, conse

cration of images etc. Then the Lord proceeds to 

expound the world-egg theoiy, which is one of the 

creationistic theories.

'CHAPTER 3

Vedas, Puranas and other forms of literature 

are-said to originate from the mouth of Brahma.

It is significant to note that the first place is 

assigned to the Puranasastra in the list of the 

forms of literature that originated from Brahma's 

mouth. Then follows the birth of the ten mind- 

boro sons viz. 1. Mariei, 2. Atri, 3. Angiras,

4. Pulastya, L"5. Puiaha,- 6, Kratu, 7. Pracetas,
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8, Vasistha, 9. Ehrgu and 10. Narada. Then follows
the account of the birth of physical sons - and
personified psychological entities. This is
followed by the SSmfchyan cosmogonic account which
is followed by the incest episode of Brahma with

2his daughter Sarasvatl. This episode also states 
why Brahma: came to have five faces. The chapter 
continues the further creationistic account.

CHAPTER 4
Here an attempt is made to palliate the 

enormity of the incestuous act by explaining it
as an allegory of the intimate relations of the

2lores and the presiding deity of the lores. The 
chapter continues further.the account of the 
primal creation.

CHAPTER 5
The story of the primal creation is continued 

by furnishing an account of the progeny of Daksa 
and their further progeny.

1. Here there is the mention of 10 sages instead of
the seven ones. This portion contains . later-traces 
as pointed out by Kirfel. Purana^Pancalaksanam, 1 2 
pp, xxviii ff. r:_ . *rC <

2. For details of this epipode vide Kantawala S.G., The Brahna-Safasvatr Episodev in the Ma t sy a-P ur an a, 
JOI, Vol.VTII, Uo.l (Sept.1958), pp. 38 ff.
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CHAPTER 6
The account of the primal creation is continued 

with the narration of the description of Kasyapa' s 
family.

: CHAPTER 7
Diti, once, lost her sons in the wars between 

the gods and demons and being depressed at this 
woeful situation she practised austere penance ana 
observed the Madanadvadasfvrata, the details of 
which are also given in this chapter* Kasyapa was 
pleased with her and granted her the most cherished 
desire of having a son who would kill Indra. Then 
follows the rules to be observed by a pregnant lady, 
Indra, who feigned to serve her mother, and once 
finding an opportunity to enter womb, cut the 
embryo into 49 pieces which were later immortalised 
as Maruts. They were so called because they were 
told 'ma rudata1 when they were in the womb and 
were also assigned a share .in the sacrifice.

CHAPTER 8
The chapter deals with the consecration of

r jvarious personages as the overlords of different 
kingdoms of life,. {.



- ! CHAPTER 9
The chapter gives in brief the account of 

different Manvahtaras.

' J CHAPTER 10
In this chapter are described the terror of 

Vena, his consequent assassination at the hands 
of Brahmins, the birth of Prthu, his belevoleht 
rule and the epoch-making event of the milching 
of the earth.

654

: - CHAPTER-11
In olden times Kasyapa-ana Aditi had Vivasvat 

as their son who had three consorts - viz. SaEyfia, 
Rajhi and Prabha, Rajnf gave birth to Revata, 
Prabha to Prabhata and TVastri S airy ha to Manu,
Yama and Yamuna. The latter two were the twins. 
Samjna was unable to bear the lustre of Vivasvat 
and hence managed to abscond by substituting Chlya 
who was created from her body and who was enjoined 
by her to wait upon Vivasvat and to look after her 
children as her own. Vivasvat continued his rela
tions with Chaya taking her to be Tvastri Samjha
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and Savamt Manu was bom to them, - Moreover 
Sani, Visti and Tapatl were their children. Once 
Yama could not tolerate the discriminative treat
ment of Chaya towards them and raised his right leg 
to strike her. But alas I he was cursed by her 
that his leg would suffer from the emission of 
blood, pus etc. In severe'disappointment Yama 
went to Vivasvat with a request to mend the matters, 
but he expressed his.inability to cure him completely

, _ i

but gave him a cock which would eat away these 
impurities. Yama went to Gokarnatlrtha. By the 
grace of Siva he secured the overlordship of the 
world of manes. On the other side Vavasvat went 
to Tvastr to inform him of the lamentable situation.

d f f

The latter informed the former that she had gone 
to his place in the form of a mare, but she was 
not given an asylum as she went without the know
ledge of her husbana and thence she had gone to
the Bhuloka. Tvastr told him the reason of her

« « #

absconding and told him that he would like to 
reduce his lustre to which proposal Vivasvat 
willingly acceded. From there Vivasvat went in 
search of her. Finding her he gratified his lust,
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but she emitted out Ms semen through nostrils.
And from this were bom Alvins who were also known 
as Nasatyaii. because they were bom from the nostrils, 
(nasika).

Their other children also secured reputable 
places. Afterwards Vaivasvata Manu consecrated 
his son Ilf and departed to the forest for* penance. 
In the course of Ms world-conquest Ila came to the 
SaijVana forest on entering which he was turned into 

a paragon of beauty and came to be known as Ila.
In course of uirae Budha happened to see her of whom 
he was enamoured and invited her for enjoyment. ,

CHAPTER 12
In the course of their search the brothers of 

Ila happened tp come to the abode of Budha and saw 
an extra-ordinary horse. Prom Vasistha they knew 
how and why every thing had transpired. Then by 
pleasing Siva and Parvati by the performance of 
the AsVamedha sacrifice, Ila became a Kinnara.
He was a male forgone month and a female for another 
month. Pururavas was bom to him when she was Ila.
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He was also known as Sudyumna whose other sons - 

Utkala and others-went in different quarters. 

Then follows the dynastic account of the Iksvaku 

family.

■ - -- CHAPTER 13

This chapter deals with the account of the 

murtimat and amdrtimat pitrs, the birth of Mena 

and Mainaka. The story of the destruction, of 

sacrifice of Daks a and. the enumeration of 108 

names of the Goddess and sacred places to her 
and the fruit thereof.'

- CHAPTER 14

The chapter narrates the love-episode of 

Acchoda and her catastrophic fall on account of 

her expressing passionate longing for union with
.i

Amavasu who .disdained her longing. Incidentally 

it may be noted that this clay came to be immorta

lised as amavasya because Amavasu remained chaste 

in his duty. Further are narrated her other births 

at different times.
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CHAPTER 15
The chapter gives the description of the

various pitrs and their families e.g. Barhisad,
' * 3

Havismat, Susvadha and Somapa and finally are
• - w

mentioned the things dear to manes.

-- ~ CHAPTER 16
The chapter mentions the days, the time and 

the mode of the performance of a graddha which is 
said to be threefold, the persons prescribed and 
proscribed for being invited to funeral dinner, 
rules for the performer of a sraddha, its ritual, 
etc.

' CHAPTER 17
The chapter deals with the following topics 

relating to sraddha:-
Auspicious days for performing sraddha, the 

mantras to be recited, different varieties of flesh 
which satisfy the manes for particular periods of 
time, directions as to how a Sudra should perform

3. For details about the various types of manes, vide Kantawala S.G. The, Cult of lanes as depicted 
in the Mat sy a-Pur aha, JOIf Vol, V, Ho, 4 (June 1958), pp. 403 ff.
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4~T »f ^ ~a sraddha, Vrddhi sraddha.

-• CHAPTER 18 .
The following topics are discussed in this

..'j

chapter:-
’ Ekoddista^raddha, days of impurities, sapindf- 

karana, lepabhajas, pindabhajas and Amasraddha.
/

- ---  CHAPTER 19
The chapter deals with the fruition of sraddha 

and states how the offerings reach the departed 
spirits.

• , : CHAPTER 20
The chapter gives the account of the evolution

ary births of the sons of Kausika as a result of 
eating the beaf under the pious name of sraddha.
In the story of the king Brahmadatta who is one 
of the sons of Kaus'ika in a particular birth is 
narrated the love-quarrel of two ants.

4, On different types, of slraddhas etc. according 
to the MP vide:Kantawala S.G., ibid, JOI Vol.VI, Ho. 1 (Sept, 1968), pp. 22 ff.
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- CHAPTER 21
The chapter continues the story of the king

i

Brahmadatta.

CHAPTER 22
The chapter enumerates the various places 

holy for the performance of a sraddha. There is 
also the mention of the auspicious as well as 
inauspicious time for ihe'' performance of a 
sraddha, as well as sacred things for it and. also 
the fruit of hearing and reading of the sraddha- 
nuklrtana.

..........- - CHAPTER 23 -
The chapter relates the birth of Caaara 

from the tears of Atri, aDandonment of the divine 
consorts of their respective husbands in favour 
of Candra on account of being enamoured of him at 
the sight of his ravishing handsomeness on the 
occasion or tne Rajasuya sacrifice, his love- 
affair with Tara j the better-half of Brhaspatij 
and^the ally of Brhaspati for the restoration of 
Tara, intervention of Brahma and his curse and the 
final restoration of Tara to Brhaspati*



661

' CHAPTER 24

The chapter mentions the birth of Budha who 

was recognised' as the son of Candra, when Tara 

declared so on being questioned about the father- 

ship of that new-born child. Then follows the 

story of Pururavas, the son of Budha, and Urvasi 

which is immortalised by Kalidasa in his Vifcram- 

orvasiyam# Then follows the story of Wahusa,

Raji and his sons who were -made to accept the 

Jinadharma. Then follows the account of Nahusa 

Yayati who requested his sons to exchange their 

youth with his old age. It was only Puru who 

willingly accepted his request.

r . : ; . CHAPTER gfi

in the- narration of the Yayati-carita comes 

the Kaca-Devayahx episode. Once the gods and 

demons were at war and the gods suffered the 

crushing defeat at the hands of the demons who 

were rescucitated by Sukra with the Safigivani 

lore. Finally Kaea is selected to go to Sukra 

to learn this lore and he- is' instructed that the 

path to the acquisition of this lore would be 

smoothened if he-would please DevayahT, the beloved
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/ _ • daughter of Sukra. Kaca pleased Devayani to such

a wonderful extent that her life was impossible 
without Kaca and this situation led to the impart
ing of this esoteric and magical lore to Kaca by 
Sukra.

* CHAPTER 26
On the fulfilment of his onerous mission 

Kaca prepared to leave for hia celestial abode.
At this juncture Devayani moved a proposal to 
Kaca that he should accept her as his frau* but 
he declined to it on religious and moral considera
tions, at which she was all wrath and cursed him 
that his love would be futile. To this Kaca gave 
a counter curse that no Brahman would accept her 
in marriage and also pronounced that his lolte would 
be fruitful to whomsoever he would teach. With 
these words he left for heaven where he was warmly 
received by the gods.

CHAPTER 27
On the successful acquisition of the lore 

by and arrival of-Kaca the gods requested indra 
to show his valour and declare war against the 
demons and he did it accordingly. Once he happened
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to espy some damsels sporting in water in a 
forest. Assuming, the foim of wind he mixed up 
their garments. On coming out of the water after 
the bath Sarmistha put on the garments of Devayanf 
through mistake and this led to the exchange of 
hot words with the consequence, of Devayanf being 
thrown in a well. And in anger she left for, 
him, Yayati happens to come there and rescues 
Devayanf, She ^hen, sent Ghurnika to intimate Kavya 
of the situation along with-a message that she would 
not like to stay in Vrsaparvan1 s city. Sukra ran 
to her who told- him the insulting words of Sarmistha 
and in reply to this he said that nobody knows the 
power of a Brahmin (Brahman).

CHAPTER 28
Sukra tries to console and counsel Devayanf 

but she refuses his advice and is not conciliated.
>

■ - CHAPTER 29 ..
Sukra highly enraged goes to the court of 

Vrsaparvan, abuses him and threatens him to leave
1 i

him. At this threat Vrsaparvan in despair
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condescends to do whatever Devayani would dictate. 
Ultimately Devayani is recohciliated by Vrsaparvan
by acceding to her proposal -that his daughter
/Saimistha should be her slave with thousand maids 
and then Sukra went to the capital with Devayani.

CHAPTER 30
Once Devayani' with her retinue was roaming 

for sport in a forest where Yayati happened to 
come in course of his hunting-expedition. After 
enquiring about his name etc. she submitted herself 
to him who expressed his inability to accept her

iin the beginning, but being permitted by Sukra, 
he accepted her in marriage. He was inhibited by 
Sukra from having any sexual relations with Saimistha 
and he, then, left for his-capital.

CHAPTER 31
In the course of. time Devayani had a son and 

Saimistha also reached the age of puberty. Once 
she happened to meet Yayati and invited him to enjoy 
her. He hesitated in the beginning and pleaded that 
he was prohioited by £>ukra from having relations
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with her, but finally she succeeded in winning 
him over and she bore a son brilliant as the sun.

; _ ~ CHAPTER 32
/ _On coming to know that Sarmistha had been 

a mother,then, by'Yayati, Devayanf ran up to her 
father and complained of the situation. Sukra 
cursed Yayati that he would be visited by decrepi
tude. Yayati beseeched him to be merciful on him 
and he said that it would be transferable to his 
sons and a son accepting it would succeed him.

CHAPTER 33
Yayati requested in turn his sons Yadu,

Turvasu, Druhyu and Anu to exchange their youth 
for his old age on the condition that it would-be 
returned to the exchanger when he, would be satiated 
with the pleasures of youth, but all of them refused 
to accept his proposal and consequently they were 
cursed by him. Ultimately it was Puru, the youngest’ 
son by Sarmistha,L who--acceded to the king’s request 

most willingly and Yayati blessed him.
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_ CHAPTER 34
After the transfer of his old age for youth 

he ruled over his kingdom benevolently and righte
ously and when he was satisfied with the pleasures 
of youth, he re-exchanged his youth for his old age 
and installed Puru on( the throne. At this act there 
was uproar amongst the subjects as the right of 
primogeniture was waived off, but the people were 
pacified and^welcomed .Puru when they were explained 
the reason of this’ out-of-way action.

Z CHAPTER 35
By practising penance and remaining on fruits 

and roots Yayati ascended to heaven.

- - CHAPTER 36
Once Indra held# a conversation with Yayati 

who, when asked by the former about the precept 
he gave to Puru, replied chat it pertained about 
the practical conduct of life.

CHAPTER 37
Indra, further, asked him as to who could 

equal him in penance and his proud and arrogant
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assertion that none could equal him in penance 
led to his downfall aon the earth and it engendered 
curiosity in Astaka to know as to who that beaming 
personality fell from celestial regions*

* 1
i

; CHAPTER 38
Yayati informed him that he was Yayati, the 

son of Kahusa ana the father of Puru, who fell 
down from-heaven as his merit was exhausted. Then 
follows an interesting dialogue on varied problems 
like happiness, unhappiness, celestial pleasures etc.

- CHAPTER 39
In this chapter the dialogue centres round 

various topics e.g. account of the origin of the 
body and the birth according to merits, the gate
ways to heaven etc.

;r : CHAPTER 40 - -
The chapter deals with the discourse of Yayati 

on the duties and functions of person in different 
stages of life and the distinctive features of a 
muni.
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CHAPT3R 41
The question of the distinctive features of 

a "Muni is continued. Then follows a dialogue on 
the account of the various regions of heaven between 
Yayati and -Astaka and then Yayati and Pratardana. 
Both of them expressed their willingness to give 
away their merit to him so that he might go back 
to heaven, but he refused that proposal.

CHAPTER 42
Then follows a conversation between Yayati 

and Vasumat and others and finally Yayati departs 
to heaven.

CHAPTER 43
Then follows the account of the family of 

Yadu. In this is to be noted the account of 
Kartavfrya, the devotee of Datta. One of his 
valorous deeds is the bringing of Havana as a 
captive to Mahismatl. He was cursed by Apasza. j 
Then rollows the account of his sons. The chapter 
closes with the promise of good fruits that can be 
had by the uttering of the story of the birth of 

Kartavfrya-Arjuna.
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, - - CHAPTER 44
In this chapter the following topics are

dealt with:- - '
The Sun in the disguise of a Brahmin me0t- 

Kartavirya and aske4 for a dinner of sill immovable 
things. He agreed to it and starts burning the 

whole earth with the arrows given by the Sun. In 
the course of the burning Apatfa's hermitage was 
burnt and he consequently cursed him. Then follows
the account of the.family of Krostu and Vrsni.

! ‘ ,

- ; Chapter 45

The chapter continues the account of the 
Vrsni family and also mentions the episode of the 

Syamantaka gem.

■ --------- CHAPTER 46
The chapter continues the account of the 

Vrsni family.

v,; - • CHAPTER 47
In- this chapter various topics are mentioned:

The birth of Krsna, the consorts of Krsna and their 
* • • » » ♦
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progen^y, twelve Devasura wars and twelve incarna
tions, the world being dominated by the demons and 
the wars between Devas and A suras, fulcra’s depar-

Sjvft.ture to forest to propitiate Lord^f or securing 
magical mantras, in the while Deva* s’ attacking 
Asuras and the curse of Bhrgu to Visnu for being 
born seven times on the earth, sukra's invocation 
to Siva, Asuras being deluded by Brhaspati in the 
guise of Sukra in the latter’s absence, mending of 
the situation, mention of ten incarnations* The 
chapter closes with the bleak and blight descrip

tion of the: Kali age.

1 r - CHAPTER 48
The chapter purveys the account of the family 

of Turvasu and his successors. In this account is 
met with the story of Bali and his icsetraja sons 

by the sage Blrghatamas who was taught the doctrine
of Godharma by the divine bull*

c- /

• CHAPTER 49
The chapter gives the account of the family 

of Puru and his successors. In this account the 
brief account of Sakuntala, incestuous relations



of Brhaspati with Ms brother's wife, isatropeta 

dvijatis etc. are mentioned. And the dynastic i 
account is further continued.

CHAPTER 50
The account of the Puru-family is continued 

and uhis chapter opens-with the account of Ajamldha 
and his family. In this account mention may be made 
of Devapi, Sahtanu, the birth of Dhrtarastra, Pandu 
and Vidura by Krsnadvaipayana by the wife of Vicitra- 
virya under the ievirate system, Pindavas etc., and 
Adhisoma-krsna as samprata king. Then the future 
dynastic account is mentioned.

CHAPTER 51
The chapter gives une origin of Agni, its 

various appelations etc.
f ' ' r ; r-n

. CHAPTER 52
The chapter brings out the superiority of Karma-

t

yoga over Jnanayoga. It also mentions the atmagunas 
and the five daily sacrifices.
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CHAPTER 53

The chapter ascribes the origin of the Purana- 
sastra to Brahma and states its precedence over 
other forms of literature. Then are mentioned the 
eighteen Mahapuranas, its extent, its narrator etc. 
and their gift at "the appointed time. Some Hpa- 
puranas are also mentioned. The pancalaksana 
definition, the extended definition and the 
quadruple classification of the Puranas are also 
mentioned. There is also the mention of the ffibh 
and the Ran.with their extent.

CHAPTER 54
The chapter describes the haksatrapurusa-vrata 

along with the mention of its fruit.

CHAPTER 55
The chapter deals with the Adityasayanavrata 

along with the mention of its fruit.

CHAPTER 56
The chapter deals with the Krsnastamivrata

* • ft 9 •

and the fruit thereof.
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■ - - - CHAPTER 57
r~ 1The-chapter deals with the Rohinicanarasayana- 

vraua and the fruit thereof.
u* .J

; CHAPTER 58
The chapter describes the Tadagavidhi.

:" , - - 7 CHAPTER 59 
The chapter describes1 the Vrksotsava rite.

- : : CHAPTER 60
The chapter describes the Saubhigyasayanavrata. 

There is also the mention of the Saubhagya octad.

7 • ........CHAPTER 61
The chapter8 mentions the passionate longing 

of Mitra and Varuna for TJrvasx and the birth of . 
Ag'astya and Vasistha in a pitcher on this earth 

as a result of a curse. Then is furnished the 
the AgastyapCy avidhi.

CHAPTER 62
The Chapter describes the Ahantatrtfyavrata,
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■ CHAPTOB 63

. The chapter purveys the description of the 
Rasa-'fcalyanini vrata.

-.....  CHAPTER 64
The chapter deals with the Ardranandakari- 

vrata. - ■

CHAPTER 65
The chapter describes the Aksyatrtlyavrata.

: ; chapter 66
The chapter describes the Sarasvatavrata.

CHAPTER 67
The chapter gives the method of taking a bath 

at the time of the solar and lunar eclipses.

•- 1 CHAPTER 68
The chapter describes the Saptami(snapana) 

vrata.

CHAPTER 69
The chapter describes the Bhimadvadasf vrata.
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CHAPTER 70 .
The chapter describes the Anangadahavrata.

The description- or the ritual follows (i) the 
narration of the' incident viz. Krsna* s wives being- 
struck with passion at the sight of Samba, the 
dupid incarnate, in the vernal season - which led 
to the pronouncement of a curse to them that they 
would be kidnapped and ravished by bandits and 
(ii) the discourse of the sage Dalbhya on the 
duties of prostitutes.

- CHAPTER 71 ;s
The chapter describes the Asunyasayanavrata.

CHAPTER 72
The chapter describes the Angarakavrata in 

connection with which is narrated how Vlrabhadra 
came to be known as Angaraka.

CHAPTER 73
The chapter gives the Guru^ukrapujavidhi.

CHAPTER 74
The chapter describes the Kalyanasaptamivrata.



: : CHAPTER 75
The chapter deals with the Visokasaptamlvrata.

........ CHAPTER 76
The chapter deals with the Phalasaptamivrata.

: 1 CHAPTER 77
The chapter describes the Sarkaravrata.

CHAPTER 78
The chapter describes the Kamalasaptamfvrata.

CHAPTER 79
The chapter describes the Kandarasaptamfvrata.

i *■

• - - CHAPTER 80
The chapter describes the Subhasaptamfvrata.

....... CHAPTER 81 • -
The chapter describes the Visokadvadasivrata.

; -- - • CHAPTER 82
The chapter describes the- Gudadhenudaha in 

the performance of the Vi^okadvadasrvrata.
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CHAPTER 83

The chapter sings the glory of the dan a and 
mentions the ten aealadahas. It also describes 
the Merudaha.

1 r
CHAPTER 84

The chapter describes the Lavanacaladhna.

- — CHAPTER 85
The chapter describes the Gudaparvatadina.

CHAPTER 86
The chapter describes the Suvarnacaladana.

T "

CHAPTER 87
The chapter purveys the description of the

Tilaealadana.

.1. ~ CHAPTER 88
The chapter deals with the Karpasasailadaha.

/

_ - CHAPTER -89 -
The chapter deals with; the Ghrtacaladaha.
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' CHAPTER 90
The chapter deals with the Ratnacaladana.

■ - -L. CHAPTER 91
The chapter delineates the Raupyaealadana.

- .- CHAPTER 92
/ _ /The chapter deals with the Sarkarasailadaha.

In this chapter is told the legend of the prosti
tute of Lllavati who gave away the Lavanacala with 
golden trees etc. and who finally secured emancipa
tion being freed from all sins. The goldsmith and 
his wife who fashioned out the golden trees etc. 
free of charge were bom as the fting Dharmamurti 
ana his queen Bhanumati as a reward of the meri
torious deed.

- • CHAPTER 93 ,
The chapter deals with the Wavagrahahomasanti- 

vidhana.
i! *

‘ i

• • ■; - CHAPTER 94
The chapter gives one description of the nine 

planets.
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CHAPTER 95
The chapter describes the Sivaeaturdasxvrata.

CHAPTER 96
The topic enunciated at the opening of the 

chapter is the sarvaphalatylgamahatray a. Then follows 
the description or the vrata to be observed.

CHAPTER 97
The chapter gives the ritual for the observ

ing of the Sunday and also sings its glory.

CHAPTER 98

The
vidhi.

chapter describes the Sahkr antyudy ap an a-

•, s

CHAPTER-93
The chapter deals with the Visnuvrata.

CHAPTER 100

The chapter deals with the Vibhutidvadasfvrata 
in connection with which the story of the King

i

puspavahana is narrated.

V
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_ _..  CHAPTER 101
The chapter mentions sixty vratas, its ritual 

in brief, its fruit thereof etc. !

; - - CHAPTER 102-
The chapter deals with the Snanavidhi.

' CHAPTER 103
The chapter delineates the Prayigamahatmya,

It is said that Yudhisthira was in great sorrow 
and despair at the loss of his relatives after 
the great battle and at this critical juncture 

Markandeya happened to pay a visit to him and 
counsel him to go to Prayaga.

- :: . CHAPTER 104
Markandeya describes the greatness of Prayaga 

and mentions some other places in and in the vicinity 
of Prayiga,

CHAPTER IPS
He continues further to sing the glory of dying 

in Prayiga and the transmundane pleasures. He also
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stresses tlie importance of making a gift of a 
tawny cow on the confluence of the Ganges and 
the Yamuna etc.

CHAPTER 106
He continues to sing the glory of Prayaga.

-- CHAPTER 107 ;
The holy spots, e.g. Mahasatlrtha etc. at 

Prayaga are mentioned.

- . CHAPTER 108
The chapter states the fruit of fasting at 

Prayaga and sings the glory of the Yamuna.

■ ■ CHAPTER 109
The further glory of Prayaga is sung in this 

chapter and its superiority over other holy places 
is Drought out thereby.

- - CHAPTER 110
I

The narration, of the glory of Prayaga is
continued.
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CHAPTER 111

The narration of the glory of Prayaga is 

continued.

CHAPTER 112
The Lord Vasudeva sings the glory of Prayaga.

- ‘ CHAPTER .113

The chapter gives the topographical description 

of Jambudvlpa.

...........  CHAPTER 114 ■;

The chapter gives the topographical description 

of Bharatavarsa, Kimpurusavarsa and Harivarsa. The 

chapter also states that 'Jambudvlpa is named after 

a Jambu tree,

- il '2

- - CHAPTER 115
i

The chapter states that Pururavas, the Lord of 

Madras, wenu to the banks of une A-iravati to practise 

penance in order to remove his ugliness.

' ’ " . CHAPTER 116
The chapter gives a graphic description of the 

Airavatf and its surroundings.
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- . CHAPTER 117
The chapter gives a vivid description of 

the Himalayas, '

1 - CHAPTER 118

The chapter purveys a graphic delineation or 

the region with its riora and fauna and the des

cription of the hermitage of Atri.

CHAPTER 119

The chapter describes me inner sanctuary and 

paints the graphic pieturg of Visnu lying on the 

serpent-couch.

; -- ; CHAPTER 120

Pururavas had a chance of seeing' the erotic 

sports of nymphs etc, and to hear'the musical notes 

emanating from tne concert-halls - Pururavas worship

ped Visnu and had a dream that he would meet the, 

sage Atri and his desires would be fulfilled,

: ' CHAPTER 121
The chapter describes Jambudvfpa,
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CHAPTER 122
Hie chapter describes £>akadvfpa, Kusadvlpa, 

Krauncadvfpa and Salmaladvipa.

- - CHAPTER -123

The chapter describes Gomedakadvipa, Puskara- 
dvipa, and also states why the'aforementioned dvlpas 

are so named.

' ' ’ ' CHAPTER 124

The chapter gives the dimension of' Meru and 

the earth and also the description of the equator. 

It also mentions the time of Uagavfthf? This is 

in connection with the description of the dimen- 

tions of the #olar and lunar orbs.

" CHAPTER 125

The chapter deals with the movements of the 

polar star, a#n, moon and other planets. It also 

mentions the Gaja mountain and the source of the 

clouds and describes the position of the chariot 

of the sun.



;..... . . CHAPTER 126
The chapter mentions the position of the gods 

and Gandharvas near the sun, the seasons aid also 
describes the solar, and lunar horses etc,

CHAPTER 127
The chapter furnishes the description of the 

chariots of the Mercury and Mars, and also that of 
the starry column. ' There is also the eulogy of the 
polar star.

; . CHAPTER 128
In this chapter the following topics are treated 

How the fire and other elements arose, the various 
solar rays and their function, why the sun came to 
have the title Aditya, peculiarities of the sun and 
the moon due to particular location, locations and 
the movements of the other planets.

s * ■' ‘

CHAPTER 129
From here commences the Tripurakhyana. The 

chapter mentions the penance of Maya, Vidyunmall.
Brahma is pleased with Maya and grants him a boon 
for founding Tripura*
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- CHAPTER 130
Hie chapter gives the graphic description of 

Tripura.

CHAPTER 131
Tripura was inhabited by the demons. Maya 

had an ominous dream which portended his downfall.

• - CHAPTER 132
The gods approached Brahma and lodged a 

complaint about their being tormented by the 
demons. He stated that/the troubles could be 
redressed by Hara, who, is therefore invoked by . 
gods with a hymn in his honour.

. CHAPTER- -133
Siva was pleased with their hymn and heard 

their woeful grievances and then asked the gods to 
prepare a chariot,the preparation of which is vididly 
described. Then riding in that chariot he marched 
towards Tripura.

- CHAPTER 134
The chapter mentions the march of Siva towards
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Tripura, Harada's visit to Tripura and the prepara
tions of the demons.

...... CHAPTER 135
The chapter gives a graphic description of 

the battle between the two parties.

CHAPTER 136
The demon-warriors and the dwellers of Tripura 

are massacred. Maya through magic created a lake 
which could revive the dead. It was drunk^by 
J anardana.

CHAPTER 137-
j Wfc®Siva's army marched forth. It^intimated to 

Maya that the lake was drunk up by some one in the 
form of a bull. Maya went to the sea and the anny 
of the gods was exhorted.

.......  CHAPTER 138
The chapter gives the further graphic descrip

tion of the battle



688

- CHAPTER 139
The chapter gives the vivid description of the 

amorous sports of the. demons and demon-beauties on 
the full moon night. 1

- ~ : CHAPTER 140
The chapter continues the description of the

battle between the gods and the demons. Finally
£>iva discharged his fatal arrow towards Tripura in
the Pusyayoga; but then Siva repented for his ignoble
deed, Tripura was, then, ablaze. The chapter closes
by enumerating the rich fruits obtainable by the 

of ■reading^ and listening <fc£f this Rudravij ay a.

; CHAPTER 141
The chapter deals with the sraddhanukirtana.

This is told in connection with the pitrtarpana , 
done by Pururavas. The characteristics of Sinlvaii 
and Kuhu are also mentioned. This is included in 
the Manvantaranukirtana.

: - CHAPTER 142 !
1 From here starts the Manvantaranukirtana. The 

chapter speaks of the length of a human year, divine
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year etc., of the four yugas and their duration, 
srauta and smart a Dharma, the seven gems and the 
Characteristics of a cakravartin.

' ' CHAPTER 143
The chapter describes the Treta age in connec

tion with which the origin of the institution of 
sacrifice and the allied problem whether himsa in 
a sacrifice is permissible or not are mentioned 
and discussed.

.... CHAPTER 144
The chapter describes the Dvapara and Kali ages.

- : : - CHAPTER 145
The chapter deals with various topics viz. 

the measure of the body altering with the different 
ages, Dharma and its discussion, sacrifice and 
characteristics, fcsetra and ksetrajha, rsis, their 
varieties and enumeration.

■ CHAPTER 146
The chapter mentions the birth of Skanaa, and 

death of Taraka at his hands in brief. The sixty
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daughters of Daksa and their progeny are mentioned. 
Diti expresses to'Kasyapa a desire to have a son 
who could kill Indfa who, divided the feetus of Diti 
into 49 parts with his vajra and assigned these

Q.TV }«•***«*•
pieces^ honourable place. She again practised^for 
ten thousand years and bore Vajraf^ga who brought 
Indra as a captive but was released at the inter
vention of Brahma. Then Vaj rahga and his better- 
half Varangi practised severe austerities.

CHAPTER 147
The colophon of the chapter reads as

1 Tarakopakhyana.... .. ’. VarahgT, once, complained
to Vaj rahga about the troubles caused by Indra, 
whereupon Mag rahga decided to practise severe aus
terities. At this terrible decision Brahma appeared 
before him and inquired of the cause. He dissuaded 
him from his terrible decision by promising a son 
Taraka who would be the’loosener of the parted hairs 
of the divine ladies. :

-CHAPTER 148
j t • - «.

• Taraka practised penance and obtained from 
Brahma a boon which practically promised immunity
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from death. Then follows the description of the
- ' -tUL

preparation for wap? on both,,sides. Brhaspati .

preached Indr a the fourfold policy. The army of the

gods, then, prepared for war.
\

CHAPTER 149

The chapter gives a description of the hand- 

to-hand fight between gods said demons.

CHAPTER 150

The chapter continues the description of the 

battle. Kalanemi, one of the demon generalissimo, 

is defeated and Visnu gets up from his yoga-nidra 

and comes to the battle-field.

CHAPTER 151

The chapter continues the description of the 

battle. Grasana falls and then the cakra returns 

to Visnu.

CHAPTER 152

The chapter continues the description of the 

battle. Garutznal is sent for killing Mathana. 

There was a fierce duel between Visnu amd Mathana
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and Visnu fled from the battle-field.

- - CHAPTER 153
The chapter continues the vivid description 

of the battle. Indra and others are taken away 
as captives by the* demons.

i

CHAPTER 154
The gods were'dismayed and offered their 

prayer to Brahma who consoled and said that Taraka 
would be killed by the seven days-old boy born of 
4iva and Parvatf. The machinations were moved in 
that matter. Harada went to the abode of Himalaya 
for this noble mission. On the other side the Cupid 
was deputed to disturb the penance of Siva who burnt 
him to ashes. Parvatf pines for 4iva and practises 

severe austerities. Ultimately their marriage is 
celebrated# In the course of time Vfraka is accepted 
as a son by Parvatf.

CHAPTER 155
Once Siva1s remark to ParvatlT that she in her 

embrace to him appeared like a female cobra on a 
sandal tree etc. impelled her to practise austerities
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with a view to transforming her dark complexion. 
When she went on her mission, she appointed Viraka 
to see that no lady should go to Siva.

-CHAPTER 156
On her way she met Kusumamodini- and also charged 

her with the sane mission on which Viraka was appoint
ed. A demon Adi by name made his way into the

9 W J
presence of £iva by assuming the form of Parvati 
with a view to killing him. Believing him to be 
Parvati Siva embraced him1, but not finding on him 
a particular sign which Parvati bore he realised 
the situation and killed him. Not knowingthe 
real situation Kusumamodini sent nhe message to 
Parvati, who consequently cursed Viraka because 
of his not discharging his duty most vigilantly.

CHAPTER 157
Then a lion was produced from her fury. Brahma 

was pleased, fulfilled her ardent desire and said 
that that lion would be her conveyance. Parvati 
went back to Siva’s abode but was not given admit
tance in the presence of Siva on account of the 
aforementioned occasion which he narrated to her.
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CHAPTER 168 -

How Parvatf could realise her folly in cursing 
Vfraka and declared that she was his mother and the 
beloved of Siva. Vfraka, then, eulogised her, then 
thousand years had rolled on, the gods deputed Agni 
to watch the activities of £iva. When on his mission 
he happened to come there in-the guise of a parrot, 
Siva and Parvatf"who. were absorbed in erotic sports 
were disturbed and Siva,asked him to drink up the 
remaining undischarged semen, I'rom which ultimately 
Skanda was bom.

- - CHAPTER 159
On his birth he was immediately selected as
' 1

the eommander-in*ehief..of the divine forces and 
»was equipped with all the requisitions. The gods 

sang a hymn in his honour and he accepted the 
onerous duty. Indra sent a messenger to Taraka 
intimating him to prepare for war-. He had ominous 
sights. The chapter, closes with an eulogy in honour 
of Skanda.

: CHAPTER 160
The chapter describes the battle between 

Taraka and Skanda and the consequent victory of
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Skan&a. The chapter closes with a mention of the 
fruits of hearing and reciting this story. i

CHAPTER 161
Hiranyakasipu practised austere penance and

p

obtained boons from Brahms, knowing which the gods 
approached Brahma who consoled them that he would be 
killed by Visnu. Being emboldened with the boons 
Hiranyakasipu started tormenting the gods who went 
to Visnu and complained him of the terrors of the 
demon-king. Visnu soothed them with the words that 
he would kill him. In company with Qmkara and 
assuming the form of a man-lion he marched towards 
his city, and saw him .surrounded by nymphs of cele
brated repute and other demon -warriors in an assembly 
hall whose graphic [and rich description is given.

CHAPTER 162
Prahlada, then, described that half human and 

half leonine creature as the omnipresent lord. On 
hearing this he was highly enraged and ordered the 
demons to seize him. They tried many weapons and 
missiles against him in vain.
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- • CHAPTER 163 ■ • -
The demons including even Hiranyakasipu made 

fruitless attempts to kill’ him. Then there were 
signs which were ominous to the demons and auspi
cious to the gods. Hi rany akasipu aimed with all 

sorts of weapons proceeded towards him who simply 
by means of his claws tore him to pieces. Rrsimha 
was, then, extolled by ’Brahma and others and departed 
in his own form to his abode.

CHAPTER 164 ■ •
Prom here commences the padmobhava-pradurbhaya-

i

varnana. Manu asked Visnu how the world was created 
in the form of a lotus on his navel in the Padmakalpa. 
Visnu narrates it in the form of a Pish.

* i

: CHAPTER 165.
The Pish relates to Manu in brief the four ages 

and the dissolution of the universe.

- - CHAPTER 166
He, further, relates -to Manu that it is Bar ay ana ^ 

who( adopting different formsfVibhavasu etc., reduced 
the whole world into one vast sheet of water and lived.
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CHAPTER 167 --

On this vast ocean Narayana took the form of 
a swan and from his mouth he created Brahma, Udgatr, 
Samaga and others from the different parts of his 
body. When the Lord was asleep, Markandeya happened 
to slip out of his mouth and see the resplendent Lord 

and with a view to"knowing him he went mar him. He, 
again, entered his belley, roamed over the earth, 
visited holy places and again happened to slip out 
of his mouth. He saw a small child lying on the 
branch of a Wyagrodha (Fig tree) and asked him who 

he was.. Thereupon he was told that he was his pro
genitor and addressed him as his child. He was 
enraged at this type of address and on knowing who 
he was bowed down to him and then the Lord described 
himself. He was again swallowed up by him and heard

<rf
that sound^Hamsa and that it was he who remained in 
that great ocean oereft of tne sun and moon and created 

the world by asawning various bodies.

CHAPTER 168
With a view to re-creating the universe the 

ocean is agitated and then sound and other elements
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are produced. He,thin, sports in the waters and 
creates a lotus from his navel.

CHAPTER 169
The Lord created the lotus and Brahma, the 

creator of all. This lotus has been styled as 
the earth by the knowers of the Purina. The softer 
parts of this lotus are the earth and its harder 
parts the mountains. And thus the ‘puskara*
is described.

When Brahma was practising penance in that 
lotus, the-demons MadhU and Kaitabha tried to 
disturb him.- Out of sympathy for Brahma, the Lord 
killed uhem by placing them on his thighs.

CHAPTER 171
When Brahma was, again, steeped in austerities, 

the Yogacarya and Kapila, the Saakhyacaryatarrived 
there. Then follows the account of the birth of 
the mindbom sons of Brahma and others. The chapter 
closes with a mention of the fruits of hearing this 
*p auskarap radurbhavavarnana1•
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CHAPTER -172 -

From here commences the account of the 
Tarakamayasangrama. After Vrtra was killed, the 
Tarakamaya war took place. The Lord Vishu seeing 
the gods come to him and ask for help determined 
to kill demons. Visnu promised to deliver them 
from that difficulty and then the propitious 
sights were seen.

CHAPTER 173
Hearing’ this promise of Visnu the demons made 

preparations for war. Maya prepared his chariot 
which is graphically described. In short; the chief 
demons mustered up their armies and prepared for 
fighting with, the heavenly hosts.

CHAPTER 174-
The gods also in order to meet uhe demon — 

forces arranged their own troops under the able 
leadership of Indra. Brjlhaspati pronounced bless
ings on them.

CHAPTER 175
A great wor^ took,p]&-ce between the gods and
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demons. Maya projected the agnimaya. The moon 
was appointed to pacify the above maya. In this 
connection the story of the sage A»rva is told.

CHAPTER 176
The Moon and Varuna are deputed to calm down 

the asurl* maya and scare away the demons. Various 
types of maya were utilised by both the antagonistic 
parties in this war to counteract the effect of one 
another. Finally a powerful demon Kalanemi appeared 
on the battle-field, 'when the gods trembled with fear.

CHAPTER 177
On account of nis overwhelming prowess Kalanemi 

was victorious and, the gods suffered a defeat.
• .. j

CHAPTER 178
When Kalanemi conquered nearly everything; but 

not being able to. own certain things, he was angry 
and desired to get the Vaisnavapada. There took 
place a fierce battle -between Kalanemi and Visnu 
who ultimately killed him. He reinstated the gods 
in their former possessions and returned to his own 
abode along with Brahma.
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: CHAPTER 179
The chapter deals- with, the Andhakavadha. Siva 

in order to drink the blood of the demon Andhaka 
created the mothers Mahesvarf and others. Siva 
had to solicit the help of Nrsimha who produced ' 
the mothers to prevent the s/aivite mothers from 

devouring' the universe. Finally Andhaka is killed.

- CHAPTER 180
From here commences the Varanasl-mahatmya.

In connection with the Varanasl-mahatmya is told 
the story of Harikesa Yaksa, the son of Purnabhadra, 
who became the ganadhyaksa by the grace of Siva.
The visit of Siva and Gaurx to Varanasi is also 
mentioned.

CHAPTER 181
In the course of conversation between Sanat- 

kumara and .Nan dikes vara, some important sacred places 
are described.

CHAPTER 182
Skanda describes Avimuktaksetra*
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CHAPTER 183 •
The greatness of Avimukta is described through 

the dialogue between Parvati and Siva. During the 

course of the dialogue the problems like the three

fold bhakti, incident,s like lopping of the fifth 

head of Brahma and the coming inuo existence of 

Kapalatlrtha etc. are also referred no.
.• t t i"

CHAPTER 184

The- chapter continues to sing the greatness 

of Avimukta. i
i

CHAPTER 185

In the discourse between the sages and Skanda 

it is described that Vyasa pressed with hunger after 

having practised austerities for a period of twelve 

years got no alas anywhere and thought of pronounc

ing a curse on Avimukta, but Sankara and Parvati 

in disguise gave the alms and saved the situation. 

Because of his irascible nature he was asked not 

to stay there, but he prayed that he should be 
permitted to sjby on the eighth and the fourteenth 

days.
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■ - CHAPTER 186

The greatness of the Warmada is described in 

a dialogue between- Markandeya and Yudhisthira. The 

greatness of the Amarakantaka is also described.

- \ - - CHAPTER 187
In the topic of the greatness of the Kannada 

is described that the gods tormented demon 

Bana came to £-5iva for .protection and help, Karada 
is, then, sent by 4iva to-disturb the minds of 

women at Tripura.Anaupamya, the wife of Bana, 

discourses with Narada. A rupture is made in the 

city on account of the faithful wives of the city 

becoming disloyal and losing their virtues at the 

instigation of Narada.

* ? I

- - • - CHAPTER 188

Siva discharged his deadly arrow at Tripura 

when the three cities had come together in aerial 

regions and everything was ablaze. The ladies of 

Tripura addressed Agni and scolded him for his 

ruthless activities, whereupon he said that he was 

merely, a servant appointed for a particular work.
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When Bana saw that ttie city was on fire, he took
the phallus on his head and adored ^iva in the

To taka metre. Siva-was pleased and promised to
stop the havoc and blessed him that thenceforth he
would be indestructible by gods. It is said that
one of the cities of Tripura fell down on the
Amarakantaka and then follows the Amarakantaka- 

. . » t
mahatmya.

• ' CHAPTER 189
The chapter describes the confluence of the ^

4we. Narmada. Kubera is said" to get the lordship of 

Yaksas.

- CHAPTER 190 — -
The various sacred .placed ..like:, Y.antre.s vara, etc. 

on the Narmada- are mentioned.
+ r'i)

CHAPTER 191
The various holy- places like Sulabheda etc. 

on the Narmada are mentioned.
•i ^ * I

■■ CHAPTER 192
; in the description of1 the Namadamahatmya is

/

given the origin and greatness of Suklatirtha.
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CHAPTER 193
The enumeration of the holy places on the 

Narmada are continued.

CHAPTER 194
The enumeration*, of the holy places on the 

Narmada are continued.

CHAPTER 195
Hanu asks the Lord Fish to narrate the gotras 

and pravaras of the sages. In response to this 
request the Lord describes the origin of the 
different sages and the genealogy of Bhrgu.

CHAPTER 196
The chapter deals with the genealogy of Ahgiras.

CHAPTER 197
The chapter deals with the genealogy of Atri.

CHAPTER 198
The chapter deals with the genealogy of 

Vi^vamitra. '
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- - CHAPTER 199
The chapter deals with the genealogy of Kasyapa.

...... CHAPTER 200
- The chapter deals with the genealogy of 

Vasistha.

CHAPTER 201
QnceHimi and Vasistha had a difference of 

opinion about the urgency of a sacrifice being 
performed, and in the course of arguments both ;
cursed each other to death. Then follows the

}account of Vasistha being born through the agency 
of-Mitra and Varuna jointly. Vasistha's son was 
Sakti whose son was Parasara whose genealogical 
account, in turn, is given in this chapter.

- : CHAPTER 202
The chapter deals with the genealogical accounts 

of Agastya, Pulaka, Pulastya and Kratu.

CHAPTER 203
The chapter gives the account of the family

of Dharma.
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CHAPTER- 204
The chapter delineates the various desires 

of manes*

CHAPTER 205
The chapter deals with the Dhenudana.

CHAPTER 206
The chapter deals with the Krsnajinapradaiia.

CHAPTER 207
The chapter deals with the Vrsotsargavidhi 

and the marks of such a bull,:

CHAPTER 208
From here commences the Savitryup akhy ana. The 

King Asvapati of Madras worshipped Savitri and got 
a daughter who was named Savitri. She was married 
to Satyvat. She heard from tfarada of the future 
death of her husband and accopipanied her husband 
to the forest.

CHAPTER- 209
He showed her the rich sylvan beauty which is
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vividly painted and then he collected fruits and 

pieces of wood.

i

. CHAPTER 210
Suddenly Satyavat is overcome with a severe 

headache and lay down on the ground placing his 
head on his wife'slap. At ttiis critical juncture 
she saw Yama dragging the angusthamatrapurusa from 
him and then Yama departed in the southern direction. 
Finding her husband lifeless she followed Yama, and 
pointed out to him in the course of her conversation 
that a husband is a veritable god to a traditional 
Indian wonan-and therefore a life without him IS; an 
impossibility to her. To please her Yama grants 
the first boon that her father-in-law should regain 
the eyesight as well as the lost kingdom.

hhapter 211 :
in Spite of getting a boon Savitri continued 

to follow Yama and carry on the learned discourse 
with him and he is pleased to grant a boon that 
sbe should have a hundred uterine brothers.
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CHAPTER 212

(yet\&he) continued to pursue Yama to get back
Vft.Satyat* s life. She, further, continues to carry 

on the learned disquisition with Yama who is 
pleased to grant her a hundred aurasa sons.

■ - CHAPTER 213
Finally, then, Yama restores Satyavat to life.

: CHAPTER 214
With her husband resuscitated Savitri returned 

to her father-in-law whose eyesight was restored and 
was reinstated on the throne. At the end of the 
chapter is mentioned the fruit of reading and 

hearing of this story.

CHAPTER 215 •
The Lord Fish describes to Manu the duties of 

anointed king, the appointment of different officers 

and their qualifications etc.

CHAPTER 216
The Lord Fish continues to describe the mode of 

behaviour of an employee with his master and viee-> .
versa
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CHAPTER 217

The chapter mentions the various types of forts, 
the location of the residential places of some 
officers etc. and also the collection of medicinal 
plants etc.

CHAPTER 218
The chapter mentions various antidotes against 

poison and demons.

CHAPTER 219
The chapter mentions various devices that 

might he employed ror the protection of a king 
and also those by which the mixing of poison with 
different things might be detected.

CHAPTER 220
The chapter dilates on topics like the educa

tion of a prince, the companions of a king and his 
behaviour with them, the different limbs of the 
state, importance of the secrecy of the mantra, the 
other prescriptive and proscriptive duties of a king 
etc.



The chapter expounds that human effort is 
more powerful than fate.

- CHAPTER 222
In this chapter the expedient of $ama is 

discussed,

CHAPTER 223
The chapter discusses the expedient of bheda.

CHAPTER 224
The chapter describes the expedient of dana.

: CHAPTER 225
The chapter discusses the expedient of dandai.

. CHAPTER 226
The chapter brings out the king's functional 

resemolance with different deities.

CHAPTER 227
In the chapter are laid down various punishments 

for various crimes.
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CHAPTER 228

The chapter lays down various propitiatory 

rites* to he performed, ori the occurrence of certain 

terrestrial, aerial and celestial ominous portents.

- - * CHAPTER 229

The chapter mentions the various characteris

tics of the aforementioned threefold portents and 

also the ominous and auspicious portents*

CHAPTER 230

The chapter mentions some more changes in

icons portending some evil and the pacificatory 
5

rites.

CHAPTER 231

The chapter mentions some more ominous 

portents indicated by fire and the pacificatory rites.

- CHAPTER 232

The chapter mentions some changes in trees 

portending some evil and the pacificatory rites.

5» Chapter 230 missing in na and ca.
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CHAPTER 233

The chapter mentions some more portents such 
as heavy rain, drought, downpour of blood etc. and 
the rites to avert its effects.

- CHAPTER 234.
The chapter mentions watery portents and the

6rites to avert the evil.

- CHAPTER 235
The chapter mentions the calamities indicated 

by irregularities in delivery.

CHAPTER 236
The chapter mentions various changes in imple

ments, utensils etc. portending evil and the pacifi
catory rites thereof.

- CHAPTER 237
The chapter describes some irregular behaviour 

in animals and birds foretelling some calamities and 
the pacificatory rites thereof.

6. Chapters-234-237 missing in gha.
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: CHAPTER 238

The chapter mentions some more portents fore

casting some calamities and the propitiatory rites 

thereof.

■ - - CHAPTER 239 -

The chapter deals with the grahaysynavidhana.

CHAPTER 240

The chapter mentions the proper times and 

climes starting on an expedition.

:.. : : chapter 241
The chapter mentions the various . auspicious 

and inauspicious things suggested by the throbbing 

of the various limbs on the occasion of starting on 

an expedition.

I - CHAPTER 242

The chapter mentions various dreams foretelling 

favourable or unfavourable circumstances on the occa

sion of starting on an expedition.
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, CHAPTER 243

The chapter describes the various sights 

propitious and ominous at the time of starting on 

an expedition.

CHAPTER 244

From here commences the description of the . 

Dwarf-incarnation. Once Indra and others were 

defeated by demons and Aditi was greatly dejected 

thereby and she performed severe austerities. The 

Lord was pleased and promised that he would be 

bom of her womb and would re-establish Indra1 s : 

suzerainty. In course of time the Lord descended 

in her womb.

:- CHAPTER 245

At this epoch-making event the demons became 

lustreless, a phenomenon which led Bali to ask 

Prahlada, his grand sire, the reason thereof. After 

pondering for a while he replied that it was due to 

Vamana, the doomsday of all demons. At this Bali 

was all wrath and said proudly that it was a trifle 

to destroy that omnipotent, omnipresent and omni

scient Lord when he had very powerful demons at his
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back and call. This haughty answer enraged Prahlada 

who consequently cursed him that ere long he would 

lose his sovereignty. Bali implored Prahlada who 

then said that Hari would be his saviour, if he 

worshipped him. On- the other side the Lord was 

born and other natal rites.were performed. Brahma 

sang a hjamn in his honour. The Lord, then, went , 

to the sacrifice of Bali, when the earth trembled 

as he trejide#.

CHAPTER 246

On seeing the quaking of the earth Bali asked

Usanas the reason thereof. While informing of the 

reason, Us'anas advised him not x.o give anything and 

plead his inability for the same, but Bali did not 

heed to his advice. The Lord came to his sacrifice, 

asked for three paces of land which were granted, 

iio sooner it was granted than he covered the heaven 

and earth with his two strides and sent Bali to the 

nether regions where he was allowed to enjoy certain 

pleasures on uhe proviso that he would not go against 

gods and Brabmins. The chapter closes with a mention 

of the fruits acquirable by reading, remembering etc. 

of this Visnu-mahatmya.
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CHAPTER 247

From here commences the description of the Boar- 
incarnation. In this chapter is described the dis
solution and the evolution of the world.

CHAPTER 248
After mentioning the evolution oi the cosmos, 

it is stated that the earth was unable to bear the 
lustre of the Lord and was sinking down and the 
Lord also thought of uplifting it. The earth offered 
a prayer to him who in response to her prayer assumed 
the form of a boar which is vividly and minutely 
described. The earth is uplifted.

CHAPTER 249
The chapter deals with the renowned story of 

the churning of the ocean. Once in the war between 
the gods and demons, the latter were revived to life

fby the Sanjivani lore by Sukra and so the former 
were highly in a depressed mood. They went to Brahma 
to solicit his help. He told them to churn the 
ocean and seek the help of the divine Tortoise and 
the serpent desa who expressed their willingness to
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cooperate in their enterprise. They also praised 
Visnu who endowed them with strength.

CHAPTER 250
In the course of the churning there arose the 

Kalakuta which was drunk up by ^iva.

. - : CHAPTER 251
In the course of the churning many things 

emerged before the nectar came out. There was a 
quarrel for its drinking. -In that great scuffle 
Rahu was beheaded and other demons were also killed. 
The Mandara was re-established in its proper place 
and the nectar was handed over to the Lord for its 
proper safety..

- CHAPTER 252
The chapter mentions the different authors of

the Vastusastra and the birth of Vastu from the
/sweat of the brow of Siva in the fight with Andhaka.

CHAPTER 253
The chapter describes the influence of various 

months and asterisms on the construction of houses 
and the different methods of making houses.
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CHAPTER 254

The chapter mentions the catuhsala, the dimen

sions of the buildings for different persons etc.

CHAPTER 255

The chapter mentions the five kinds of pillars, 

the influence of vedha etc. rj

CHAPTER 256

The chapter mentions auspicious and inauspicious 

points, omens regarding the construction of a house.

CHAPTER 2.57

The chapter narrates which wood is auspicious 

and inauspicious and the ways of hewing them,

CHAPTER 258

The chapter mentions the measurements of the 

limbs of the images of the deities.

CHAPTER 259

In this chapter are mentioned the destructive

features, shapes and sizes of the images of various 

deities.
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CHAPTER 260

This chapter continues to mention the afore-; 
mentioned things in connection with other deities.

CHAPTER 261
The same topic as above is continued in this 

chapter in connection with some other more deities.

- CHAPTER 262
The chapter gives the description of the 

pedestals. ;

- - CHAPTER 263
The chapter deals with the distinctive features 

.-of the liriga and mentions nine varieties.

' . CHAPTER 264
The chapter deals with the method of consecra

tion of images.

CHAPTER 265
The chapter deals with the Adhivasanavidhi.
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- CHAPTER 266

The chapter deals with the pratisthanuklrtana.

- CHAPTER 267
The chapter deals with the devatasnanavidhi.

CHAPTER 268
' /The chapter deals with the vastudosopasamana- 

vidhi.

^ f \

- - CHAPTER 269
The chapter describes various prasadas, their 

names and characteristics.

CHAPTER 270
The chapter deals with the different names for 

mandapas and their distinctive features.

; CHAPTER 271
The chapter deals with the future kings of the 

Iks|lvaku and Magadha families.

CHAPTER 272
The chapter mentions Pulaka and other kings
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-- - -- - CHAPTER 273 ;
The chapter describes the reign of the Andhras,

and of the kings of other dynasties etc. The chapter 

also purveys the description of the Kali age.

1 CHAPTER 274

The chapter enumerates the sixteen mahadanas, 

and describes the Tulapurusadaha.

: ; CHAPTER 275

The chapter describes the Hiranyapradaha.

CHAPTER 276 j

The chapter describes the Br ahmandapradana.

i " ' ' .■

- CHAPTER 277

The chapter describes the Kalpapadapadana.

; : CHAPTER 278

The chapter describes the Gosahasrapradaha.

- CHAPTER 279

The chapter descrioes the Hiranyakamadhenu- 

pradaha.
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: CHAPTER 280

The chapter describes the HiranyasvapradanaJ 

CHAPTER 281
^ „The chapter describes the Hiranyasvarathapradana.

CHAPTER 282 -
chapter describes the Hemahastiratha-

CHAPTER 283
chapter describes the Pancaiangalapradaha.

i

- . CHAPTER 284 
The chapter describes the Hemaprthvxdaha.

CHAPTER 285
•Hi®- /

The chapoer gives the description of .Visva- 
cakrapradaha*

' r

: - - CHAPTER 286
The chapter describes the Kanakakalpalatadana.

The
pradSha.

The
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CHAPTER 287
The chapter deals with the Saptasagaradana.

CHAPTER 288
The chapter deals with the Ratnadhenudaha.

- CHAPTER 289
. The chapter deals with the Mahabhutagiiatadana.

CHAPTER 290
In this chapter are enumerated the names and 

numbers of the different Kalpas. Over and above : 
this fruits of reciting some Puranas are also 
mentioned.

- - CHAPTER 291
The chapter enumerates the topics discussed 

and dealt with in the MP.

CHAPTER 291(A)
This chapter deals with the Puranasravana- 

kalinadharmas.


