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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A D A D TS Y T A I
- S0 O A T, A T S, e

Introductory :

Society is an organised set of individuals
with a given way of life, as well as an aggregate
of social relations and the aggregate of people
and the relations between them, and then culture
is the way of life or the content of the relations
or the component of accumulated reéources, iaterial
as well as non-material which people inherit, employ,
transmute, add to and transmit; and thus society,
culture and community involve one another? Thus
the study of society and culwure is of absorbing

interest to a student of social, cultural and

Social
" 1. Firth Raymond, Elements oszrganisation,
PPe 27-28.
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and religious history.

Sources of ;ndian History snd Culture :

The student of ancient Indian higtory and
culture has at his disposal the written and
unwritten sources i.e. (1) literary sources,

(2) archaeological finds - inscriptions, coins,
monuments and (3) foreign accounts for the recon-
struction of the histofy and culture of Iﬁdia‘s
pastf The literary sources are e,g. the Vedas,

the Epics, the Puranas, the Buddhist and Jain

works etc.

Importance of Purznic Studiesg :

It was Yat the starting of the Indig studies
in the last decades of the eighteenth and beginning
of the nineteenth centuries the purinas were regarded
as of no historical wvalue on account of the confused
and conglomeration of legandary and historical events
in the Puranas as also their peculiar ideas of

3
Wages" and “cosmographym." But the help which

2« For details vide Majumdar R.C. & Pusalkar A.D.
(8d.), The Vedic Age, pp. 47 ff, .

3. Pusalkar A.D., Presidential Address, History
Section,y Proceedings and Transactions of the
ALOC XVIII Sessiion Annamalainagar, December,
1955’ Pt. I, P 61,
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Col. Speke received from the Puranas in discovering
the course of the river Nile in Nubia (Kuéadvipé?

and the pioneef stddies by Wilson and Pargiter

drew the attention of scholars to this long neglected
form of literature, This led to the orientation of
the attitude towards the Purgnas and their studies;
and this augumented the study of political history
enghrined in the Purénas? "It is a good sign that
the Puranas are now accepted as-one of thgiimpgytant
sources of Indian historyg, as it is needless to

say that "they constitute an important source of

the cultural history of India as they throw a

et

4. Pusalkar A.D., op.cit., p. 61.

5. For the account of the progress of Puraniec
studies, vide Pusalkar A.,D., Studies in the
Epics and Puranas, pp. 195 ff.

6. Pusalkar A.Dey Op.cit., ps Sk
Dr. B. 8ubbarao makes an attempt to see how
far our recent knowledge of Indian archaeology
stands in relation to some hypothesks, after
having summarized the merits and demerits of
the best contributions so far to the study of
our Tradition., For detail vide his '"the
Personslity of India", Appendix I (Archaeology
and Y'radition), pp.. 161 ff.
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flood of light on the various aspects of the life
and time, They occupy an intermediate position,

- broadly speaking between the Vedic age and the
period of classical literature. Tnéy have been
influencing the life of the people throughout the
centuries and are valuasble as supplying the
materials for the study of such diverse subjects
as religion and philosophy, folklore and ethnology,
literature and sciences, history and geography,
politics and sociology?" Over and above this they
are important for the linguistic history of Sanskrit,
Vedic interpretation and mythology. It is quite
well known that the S$Udras and the weaker vessel .
were denied the benefits of enjoying the rich
spiritual food enshrined in the Vedic literature
-as well as the use of the Vedie rites, mantras etc.
This religiéus and spiritual disenfranchisement
was compensated by supplying the Vedic material

in a simple form which would be intelligible and

o
inspiring to the :Sudras and others. Tnis brings

7. Pusalkar A.D., Op.cit., Introduction, p. xviii;
tor thée historical value of the Puranas, vide
ibid, pp. lxvi-lxviiij pikshivar v.R.R., PL &,
Vol. I, Iatroduction, pp. xxx ff.
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out the multiple importance of the Puranas. It is

a happy thing to‘note that the Sanskrit Commission
recently appointed by the Government of India has

also laid imphasis on the study of this branch of Samskst

literature.

Need for Critical Editions :

In gpite of the importance of the Puranic
literature being acknowledged from various points
of view "it is quite true that as yet we have no
authoritative editions of the Puranas" remarked
Professor R.D. Kannarkarf It ie now gratifying
to learn that His Highnesg_;he Maharaja of Banaras,
has launched a scheme of bringing out critical
editions of the Purdnas - a project which would
remove the long-felt desideratum. TIncidentally
it may be noted that Dr. John Brough examines the
text - @ritical Problem of the Pravara~-@otra -

lists of the MP and remarks that "the early

systematic position of the Matsya Purana account

8. Karmarkar R.D., Presidential Address to the
Classical Section, Proceedings and Transaction
of the XVII AIQC, Ahmedabad, OctdberuNovembe;’
1953, p. 87.
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of the pravara-lists is beyond question..... the
state of the Matsya text of the pravara lists is
a notavle fevelation of the utter lack of the
trustworthiness of the printed editions of the
purana énd even to judge by the variants noted by
My (i.e. Ags edition)- of the Purana manuscriptis
in generafﬁ These remarks can be best Jjudged in
the light of the critical edition of the MP when
it would be available,

Home :
Regarding'thecplace;éf the composition of
the MP thgre is no unanimity of opinion. South
Iﬁdia,‘Nasik‘énd.ﬁhe Nammada Valley are claimed
as the home of the MP by different scholars, The
late Professor V.R.R. Dikshitar expressed the
~ opinion that it "might have originated in South
India“}o on the assumption that the Matsya Purana
originally started with the Matsya tribe who were
the habitants of the Matsya country. To this

9, Brough John, The Early Brahmanical System of
te Gotra and Pravara, p. 48; for detalls
vide ibid, pp.46-49.

10. Dikshitar V.R.R.y The Matsya Purana A Study,p.24.

RV S . LT e e s T s R oF
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it is to be submitted with due deference to the
late Professor's view that the MP sings nothing
. tof the Matgga tribe, - Moreover the Matsya country
7 gcorresponagw to the modern territory of Jaipur?
"It‘includeéAthe whole of the present territory of
A{war with a portion of Bharatpur. The capital
of the Matsya country was Viratanagam (modern
Bairat) named after its foupdér-king Virataeee ..
A brench or the Matsyas is similarly found in
. later days in the Vizagapatam regio%% From this
it is clear that in the subcontinent of India
there were two territories - one in the north
India and the second in the south India - which
went by the name of the Matsya country. It is
t0 be nosed that the late Proiessor is aware of
‘these two locations of this country}3 In the -
face of the facts that the Matsya country claims
two locations for its identirications it is of

dubious value to give weightage to its identifica~

tion in South India on such grounds that the Fish

11, Dikshitar V.R.R., Op.cit.y pp. 29 ff.

12. Majumcar R.C. and Pusalkar A.D.(Ed.),
The Age of Imperial Unity, pp.ll-12.

13. Dikshitar V.RsR.y Op.cit., pp.20-21.

3,
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appeared to Manu performing austerities on the
Malaya hills (1,i2) and the places like Rémeévara
are méntipned in the MP, It is to be remembered

" that the places like Rame&vara are of pan-Indian
fame and it is but natural that these places find

a mention in the MP. According to the d8 (1.8.1.5)
and the Mbh (Cr.Ed. 3,185.44) the place of deluge

is the Himalayas and the mention of the Malaya hills
would at the meost suggest that the attempt is made
1o shit't the north Indian place of penance to south
India, but even according to the MP 1,24 the place
of scene shifts to the Ganges, a renowned river of
north India. Thus the south India is not a <envinec-

14
ing contender tfor the home of the MP.

The Andhra country appears to be suggested as

- the home of the MP by Pargiter when he writes (of

course in a different. context) that "there is an
~ apparent indication that a compilation was begun

in the latter part or the 2nd century in the Andhra

l4. For the detailed arguments of Dikshitar V.R.R.,
vide ibid, pp. 12 ff, The detailed refutation
of his angume&}s is not undertaken here as the
view is unconglng for obvious reasons.
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King Yajﬁaérié reign, for 5 MSS of the Matsya
(of which three asppear to be independent, namely
b, ¢ and 1) speak of him as reigning in his ninth
or tenth year"%6

- Dr. Haraprasad Shastri sugzests that the
place of composition of the MP was Nasik on the
strength of the great prominence given to the .
region about the river Godavarl in the MP 114.37a3é?
but as pointed out by Dr. R.C. Hazra, "this sugges-
- tion seems to have g very weak basis, for these
- vérses of the Matsya tally with V& 45, 112-114,-
and it has been shown that the Matsya borrowed
some chapters from the Vayu, The close agreement
of the majority of the geographical chapters in the
two Puranas seems to confirm the indebtedness of

17
the Matsya to the Vayu.

154 Pargiter F.E., Puranic Text of the Dynasties
of the Kall Age, Introduction; p. xiii, fn,1l.

16,4 Shastri Haraprasad, A Descriptive Catalogue
of Sanskrit MSS in the collections of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. V (Puriana MSS),
Preface, p. cxc.

17. Hazra R.C.,, Studies in the Puranic Records on
Hindu Rites and Customs; p. 52.
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Dr. R.C. Hazra holds that the MP "was composed
and circulated by Vaisnavaite people living some-
where about the river Namadé.&s by arguing that
when the indebtedness of the MP to the VP seems
to be confirmed by the close agreement of the
majority of the geographical chapters, one has
"to look to those of its original chapters which
have not been found borrowed from any other work.
such an one is Chap. 2, In it the river Nermada,
and not the famogs,3§ngéé, ;a said'to>rem§in even
after the destruction of the world (cf. Mat.2,13-14).
Elsewhere, in Chap. 15 (which most probably belongs
to a little later date and which has a few verses in
common with Vi 73), this rivef, "ywhich flows through
the Deccan" is called the 'mind-born daughter' of
the Somapa Pitrs 1iving in the Mahasa-loka (cf.15,
25~28)“?9 Thus according to him these passages tend
to suggest that phe composition of the MP took place

somewhere about the river Narmadsd.

38. Hazra R.C., oOp.cit., p. 52.
19. Hazra R.C.y Opocit., p. 52.
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AM.T. Jackson also opines that the MP may
represent the original version of thcf: work of the
Brahming on the Namadé’%e On the ground of the
long list of place-names etec. on the Narmada Ram
Pratap Tripathi also opines that original bard-
reciter had special connections with the Narmada
¥alley reg ion?l

Over and above the stray references emlogis-
ing the glory of the Narmadd there are nine chapters
(Chs. 186-194) extolling the glory of the. narmad3,
These chapters betray good acquaintance of the
place-names, on the Narmadd ¥alley as well as that
of the names of the distributaries and tributaries
L el 'th”e‘ conflufeﬁce of a rivulet-"i(é’veri with the
 Narmads near Omkareévara in the Madhya Pradesh is
also mentioned in the MP (189,2 ff)‘. This mention
of their confiwence is only possible if the compiler
had good acquaintance of the Narmada regionj other-

wise it would be silly on his part to speak of the

20. Jackson A.M.T., Epic and Puranic Notes,
The Centenary.Volume of the JBBRAS (1905),p.73.

Mah
21. R. Tri., Matsya Purana (Hindi Translation),
Introduction, p. S«
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cénfluence of the KaverI of the South India with
the Narmadz. Among the minor place-names mention
may be made of»éﬁklatirtha (192.3 £f), Ko@itirtha
(191.7 £f), Dadadvamedha (193.21 ff) a sacred
bathing place at Broach. All this tends to -
substantiate Dr. Hazra's view viz. the Narmada-
region as the home of the MP.
Date: _ _ :

Amongst the eighteen Mahapuranas the WP is
"one of the older works of the Purapg literature -
or at least one of those which-have preserved the
most ancient text and do fair justice to the
definition of a “Puranagz" That the MP which has
large later additions is one of tune earliest and
most autnoritative Puripas - others being the Brp -

: a
and the VP-is also the view of Vincent Smith.

Incidentally it may be noted that according to

22, Winternitz M., History of Indian Literature,
VOlt I, p» 575,

23, Smith Vincent A.,; The Early History of India,
PPe 11-12. -
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Dr. R.G. Bhandarkar the VP is the oldest and the
MP is next to it?4 | |

It is-a matter of common knowledge that "all
dates givén in Indian 1itera:y:history are pins
set up to be bowled dovn againﬁse and consequently
"there is not a single date in Sanskrit chronology
which is not or has not been disputeGE? This
observation is much more true in the case of the
MP also, as "the determination of the date of the

composition of the Matsya Purina,as we have it

now, is rather difficult, No one date is suffieient

24. Bhandarkar R.G.; EBarly History of the Dekkan,
ps 39. According to Dr. A.P. Karmarkar the MP
"happens to be the earliest of the Purz@nic texts.
Such supposition is absolutely in keeping with
the scope of the modern scholarship"y The
Earliest Extant Purana in Indian Literature,
Prin. Kammarkar Commemoration Volume, p. 81.

Pargitet holds that the Matsya version
of these dynasties of the Kali age is older
than’ those of the VP and BrP, op,cit.,
Introduction, p. xiv.

25, Whitney W.D., Sanskrit Grammar, Introduction,
p. xvii.

/
£26. Growse F.S., Canda's Mention of Sriharsa and
K&liddsa, IA. Vol. IT (1873), p. 306, °
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for it, because it has suifered through repeated
- 87
additions and losses", remarks Dr. B.C. Hazra,

A similar view is -also expressed by MM Dr., P.V. Kane,
when he writes, "the dnte of the Matsya Purana is
far from ~be:mg ger&tainﬁs.. However, Dr. R.C, Hazra
remarks that “the date of the earlier form of the
ﬁresent Mateya seems to-be the same as that of the
Matsya's borrowing the chapters of the second group

- from the Vayu i.e. about the last quarter of the
“third or the first quarter of the fourth century A.g?"
| According to MM Dr. P.V., Kane it "camnot be later
than the sixth century A.D:?8 Elsewhere the same
scholar places it between 300 A.D. and 600 A;D?l
Professor V.R.R. Dikshitar spreads up the date of

the MP "over s number of centuries commencing

27. Hazra R.C., onCito) D« 26,

28. Kene P.V., The Kautilya and the Matsya Purdns,
B.C. Law Volume,- Part II, p. 15,

29, Hazra R.C., Op.cit., p. 32.
30. Kane PcVo’ OpoCitnj Po» 15&:

31. Kane P,V., HDS, Vol, IV, Chronolagical
Table, Pe Xo
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probably with the third or fourth centgry B.C,

and ending with the third century A‘Dﬁd -According
to Siriscandra Vidyarnava the MP "cannot be
postier to the year 225 A.D. if that date be taken
as the temmination of the Andhra according to

Mr, V. Smith. It would be 432 A.D. according to
the Matsya Puré@a?é According to Durgashankar
shastri the material of the MP dealing with the
Puranié: themes viz. #arga, Pratisarga ete. is

as old as the third century A.D?? whereas the
other material might have been inserted later on
and the whole Purana might have been complete by
8th or Qtﬁ century but the portion mentioning the
iname of Radha and Upapuranas might have been

:inserted in.thé 10th or 1lth”“ceniur§"A; D?§

32. Dikshitar V.R.R., The Maisya Pursna, A Study,
pps 71=72; for the details of his arguments,
vide ibid, pp. 35 tf and for a summary of his
arguments, vide PI T, Introduction, pp.xxiii ff.

33. SBH Vol. XVII, Pt. I, Appendix Xy pe CV.

34. Shastri Durgashankar K., Pursna-Vivecana,
p. 180. - '

35. Shastri Durgashankar XK., op.cit., pp.1l83-184.
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The MP account brings the historical marrative
down to about the middle of the third century

and no furtner?6 From this survey it is clear that
there is a diversity of opinion regarding the
problem ot the date of the MP. It may also be
noted that the language of the MP shares similar
linguistic égerratiqnsvw&‘ﬁhose of the Mbh and

the Ram. from the phonological, morphological

and syntactical points of view; and this linguistic
aspect of the MP may also be a pointer in the
fixation of the date of the MP. Recently it has
been pointed out by Hans Hensgén that the compo-
sition of the youhge} sections of- the cosmological
tracts inaghe BrP, VP and MP are prior to Kalidasa
(450 ADe) -

It may also be noted here that the famous

story of Pururavas and Urvaéi is found in the MP

P

36, Pargiter F.E., op.cit., Introduction, p. xii.

37. Hensgen Hans, Bemerkungen Zum kosmologlschen
Abschnitt des Brazhma&nda, Vayu - und Matsya

. Pur#na, ZDMG, Band 108, Heft. I, Neme Folge
Bora8s, PSS 198s, ’ 18
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(24.9 £f) and it tells the sto®ly more agreeably

to the tenor of Kalidasa's immortal play Vikramor-
vas'iyam. Moreover the stodly of the Kmné'rasambhava}
is also told in the MP (Ch, 154 ff). Over and above
this there afe phraéeological and ideological

similarities betwéen the MP and Kalidasa; e.g.

~ vande PErvati.’-Parames{varan {64.11), cf. Wande

- / —
p3rvati-parsmedvarap (Raghuvamsa 1.1); ripam
samhara vai prabho (47.3,5), cf. krodham prabhg

e G ———————— W~
Iy

samhara samharéti (Kumirasambhavaf 3,72); agagadhe
hyubhayatsh ssmadran pﬁmapas:ﬁ%nan (121.65), avagahya
hyubhayatsh (113.11); -cf. pﬁrvéfparéu toyanithi
vagihya (Kum3rasambhava 1.1) ete. From this it

| appears that K3liddsa might, probably, have drawn

4' ins;;iration from the MP or vice versa or from a
common source and in the present state of our
knowledge -this point is left open for further

future research.

Incidentally it may be noted that Dr. H.D.

Sharma expressed the view that K&liddea was

indebted to ‘ché PP for the plot of his Raghuvalpéa
, 38 ) i
and SZkuntala. It is also interesting to note

38, sharma H.D., Padinapuréna and Kalidasa.
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that Dr. Kirfel has drawn our attention to the
agreement between the Balakanda of the Ram. and
the PP?9 Recently in his edition of the Kumara=-
sambhava Narayanrao Acharya has shown remarkable
agreement between the Kumirasambhava and the
Mahééivapuréga and has kept the point moot%o
Moreover as remarked before the passages
having linguistic affinities with those of the
epics may be- assigned tc cimiesdy 200 AD. The
MP also alludes to the concept of vyﬁhaflwhidh
is datable to the seqond pentury A.D. Further
more the chronological snalysis of the different
chapters of the MP- by Dr.- R.C., Hazra shows that
some of the chapters are datable to the last
guarter of the third or the first quarter of the
fourth century A.D., while some are datable 1o

42
1250 A.D.

39. Kirfel W,, Ramsyana Balakdnda end Padma Purana,

Die Welt deS»Orieﬁts, 1247, pp. 113-128,
Tutvo wilion .

40, Xumarasambhava,,pp. 1-34, l4th Edition,
(NSP) 1955. The comparison of the passages
shows how Kilidasa dexterfously changes the
passages in Anugtubh metre to suit in his
Upajati metre.

41, For details vide Chapter V.
42, Vide Appendix no. IT.
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- ;Frgy;phe_gbgygldiﬁgués§o§~it is clear that

it is very difficult,-ss stated at the outset of
this section, to assign a general date to the MP,
‘becanse.the-chronolcgical1analysis of the MP shows
- that theAdifferepL dates will have to be assigned
to different chapters;¢and this means that the

date of the MP will have to be spread over a very
l;ong period,- Professor V.R.R. Dikshitar enunciates
that "the composition of the Puranas is to be spread
over a long:;;vering several éenturies from the
epoch of the Brahmanas and the Upanisads to the

age of the Guptas and after. The Purénasithen‘
constitute a work of various periods in succession,
For example one and the same Purzna may have spread
’up over a long period of Some centuries. ‘he kernel
of the Purdna may have been born inﬂtﬁe earlier
times, and its contents could be %ﬁplified in the
~course of the following centufies%s Thus in
consonance with this principle of the spreading

up the date, the date of the MP may tentat}vely

be spread over trom 4th €entury g.c. to 1250 A.D.

43, Dikshitar VsRsRey PI},VO].O I,
* Introduction, pp. xvi-xvii.
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The MP as 2 Purana,_ its Place egtc. 3

The contents.of‘tne MP are given in Appeudix I.

Let us now see how far the detinition of a Purana
is true ;n the case of the MP. The classical
definition of the Purana enumerates the following
five characteristics (paficalaksana) - viz. sarga
(creatlon), pratisarga (dissolution and recreation),
vaméa (divine genealogies), manvantara (;ges of Manu)
and yaméyénucarina (géneélqgies of kings?% 1t is
happy‘t§ note that the MP fulrils the paﬁcalakgapas.
4%or example the sarga is dealt with in Chs, 2-7;

" the pratisarga is dealt with in Chs. 164.4 ff;

- 165.20 £ 16§.1 £fy 167.1 £f; 16u,1 £f; 171; the
'materlal\regardzmg tne~vaméa ie in Chs. 4.33-35;
6.1-475 7.1-65; 8,1~-12; 10.1-35 and 51 which deals
with the Agnivamda. The Chs. 9, 142, 144 and 146
-deal with the manvantaras and the yugas. The
‘vaméyanucarita is dealt with in e.g. Chs. 24, 44,

48, 49, 50, 271, 272, 273,

2

44, Cf. gangaé ca pratisangaé ca vaméb manvantarani ca/
vam$yBnucaritam caiva puragamagancalaksanam //
MP 53,65. This definition is also found in’ ether
Purdnas e.g. KP 1,1.12 ,BrP 1,1.37-38. Amarasimha
(5th Century A.D.) says ‘Pur@nam paficalaksanam’
Amarakosa, 1l,6.6, =~ . -
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‘A variant reading has bhumyadeh samsthana
(world geography) in place of vamé&énucarité%s
There are also- chapters in the MP on the bhuvana~
kodavarnana {104-112; 113-123; 124-128; 180-194).
Pargiter considers the genealogical record in the
MP in three parts: (i) account of the Alksvakus,

He early  Plas down b Yaygal (ur) :
(ii%‘genealogies of five Ails races, Y&davag,
Pauravas ete, On the whole the MP-record is
valuable and in many points independent authorit??
The MP is one of those Purfnas - others being VP,
BrP, ViP, BhP, GP and BvP ~ which contaiﬁ accounts
of the dynasties that reigned in India during the
Kali age. The MP has borrowed the dynastic account
of the Kali age from the Bhavisya probably duringh
the last quarter of the third centur?? The dynasigb I

account ~ bre-Mahdbharatan as well as post-Maha-

45. Pusalkar A.D., Studies in the Epic a
Puranas, Indréduction, D. ¥X1lv. pLce an

46.Pargiter F.E., AIHT, p.792; for text~-critical
remarks on the three-fold clasgsification of the
account vide ibid, p. 79. -

47. Pargiter F,E., Purinic Texi of the Dynasties
of Kali age, Introduction, p. xxvii; for details
vide ibid, pp. v £f, Keith, however, traverses
all Pargiter's theories and holds that the
'bhavigya' simply means "in the fuuture®, The
Cambridge History of India Vol. I.(Ancient
India, p. 299).
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-bharatan of the MP is given in Appeggix VI-suffixed

to the English translation of the MP.

To- revert to the characteristics of a Purana,
the MP makes an advance over the classical defini-
tion of a Purana when it says that the Puranas deal
, with the glorification of Brahma, Visnu, SUrya and
. Rudra, as also with the dissolution and preserva-
tion of the world and with the dharma {righteous
‘conduct)égartha {economics and polity), k3na
(eroties). It will be seen from the following
chapters of the thesis that these points enumerated
in the above definition are either dealt with‘in

detail or alluded to in the MP,

48, SBH,Vol. XVII, Pt.I, pp. liii& Incidentally
it may be noted that the dynastic list of the
Andhra kings and the duration of the different
reigns are substantislly correct. (Smith Vincent
A,., ZDMG, 1902, pp. 654, 658 ff). G. Venket Rao
also has successfully vindicated the MP list
of the Andhra kings (PIHC, XIII, pp. 70-74)

49, Cf. brahmavmsnavarkaruéranam mahatmyam
bhuvanasya ca /
sasamhdrapradénam ca purine paficavarnake//
dharmas cairthad ca kimad ca moksad

caivitra kirtyate /
sarvesvapi puranesu tadviruddhmy ca

yat phalam // MP 533 66-67.,
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From the contents of -the MP it would be
clear that these are not the only topics that are
dealt with in the MP. A brief index of the contents
is given in the MP, according to which the topics
dealt with are - utpatti, pralaya, vaméa, manvan-
tara, vamé&énucarita, bhuvana=~vistara, dana-
dharmavidhi, varnisramavibhigs, istiplrta, devata-

pratistha etc. (2.22-24).

It is to be observed that this is a faithful
adumbration of the topics dealt with in the MP.
The €hapter 291 is a detailed index of the contents
of the MP.

Incidentally the classificappry‘nqmenclature
of the Puranas according to the preferential
treatment of the deities may be briefiy alluded
to. They are classified into sattvika, rajasa

and tamasa.

According to the MP 53.68-69, the Puranas
glorifying Hari are regarded as sattvika, those
glorifying Brahmd as rijasa and those glorifying
Agni and éiva as tamasa, whereas those glorifying

Sarasvatl and manes as samkirna.



76

~According to the PP. distribution the MP is
a tamasa Puréx;g? But- the reading of the MP shows
that it does not exhibit a biassed preferential
treatment either to Visnu or éiva and either one
of the two is declared to be higher than the other.
In short the MP exhibits a catholic spirit in this
matter. Dr. R,C. Hazra is of the opinion that the
MP was originally a Vaisnavite Puﬁéggl and hence
the ear-marking of the MP as a tamasa Purana does

not appear to be strictly warranted by the evidence.

Dr. Haraprasad Shastri givides the Puranas
into six groups in accordance-with the subject-

matter (i) encyclopaedia group, (2) dealing with
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tIrthas and vratas, (3) that underwent two general
revisions. In these Pursnas the original part is
the kernel which has been added to twice - at both
the ends on sach occasion, -(4) historical group,
(8) sectarian works {6)61d Puranas revised out of

existence.

One naturally expects these entire works to
have been spoken by these varicus incarnations of
Vignu; but Matsya speaks only a third part of the
Mgz and this tends to explain the title of the
present Purina viz. the Matsya-Puranam; of course
‘here the well-known dictum “pradhanyena vyapadezéb

bhavanti® appears to be falsifieds

o ' 53
From the brief synopsis of the MP it is clear
that many a diverse interesting problem is dealt
m Fhe MP which chens i ’
withAthe much debated problem viz. the story of
deluge. The story of deluge appears in the ancient

literature of many countries. Much has been written

52.- Shastri Harprasad, The Maha-Puranas,
JBORS XIV, pp. 330-337.

53, Vide Appendix I,
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on this vexed bréiblem of the diluvial tx;gditions
by eminent scholars of the east aﬁd the west and
for obvious reasons it would be wise not to give

a bibliography on this problemfé There are various
versions of the flood-legend in thc Sanskrit litera-
ture and they are put together in translation by
Dr. Suryakanta in his book "The Flood-Legends in
ganskrit Literature®. Incidentally it may be
mentioned that Dr. M, Winternitz has made a very
interesting ggudy of these different traditions .
of the flood.

over and above the tracitional topics of
the Purana the MP has chapters on éréadha, various
vratas, danas, mahadanas, rajadharma, vastu, deva-
pratimas, various stories and legends etec. It is
needless to say that these topics are also dealt

56
with in other Puranas 2ls0.

54,FBven Dr. Suryakanta in his book "The Flood-Legends
in Sanskrit Literature" drops the bibliography on
this problem. Ibi&, Preface, ps 2,

55.Winternitz M., D1e Flussgen des Alterthumas und der
Naturvolker (pp. 305~333) in Mittheilungen der Anth-
ropologischien Gesellschaft in Wien XXXI Band,
Wien, 1901.

56.For the concordance of the contents of dirferent
Purshas, vide Tandan Yashpal, A Concordance of
Puréna-Contents; Dr. P.V. Xzne has also given a
table showing which Dhanna-cﬁastra topics are
dealt: with in which Puranas HDS, Vol.I,pp.164 ff.



It has been rightly observed by MM. Dr. P.V.
Kane that the MP is "pre-eminently a work contain-
ing Dharmabistra material?z - The perusal of the
chapters on various rites and customs reveals that
the Tantric intluences have penetrated ;nto the
realms of their~ritual?8 Moreover this Dharma-
¢5stra material of the MP has been drawn uﬁén by
later Dharmaéistra writers like Bhavadeva ih)his
Prayaébitta-pragarapa, JiImtitavahana in his Kglar
viveka, Apararka in his commentary on the YS,
Aniruddha Bhatta in his Hiralatd, Balldlasena in
his_Adbhutaségarafg Laksmidhara Bha@Qg in his

Krtyaskalpataru and others.

- Like tihe Dha;méééstfé material the political
material is also drawn upon by later writers on
ancient Indian poliﬁy. "The political views of the
MP are in consonance with those of Kautilya and in
some glaces we have the paraphrase of Kau@ilya's

0
words, and passages similar to those of the

57. Kane P.V.,HDS, Vol. I, p. 161,
58+ For details vide Hazra R.C.,0p.cit.,pp.260 ff,
59, For details vide Hazra R.C.,ibid, pp. 279 ff,

60. For details vide Kane P.V., The Kautilya snd
the Matsya-Purana, B.C. Law Volume, Pt, II,
pp. 13 ff,
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Kémandakiyaﬁtigirg and other works. Despite this
it contributesltgﬁtﬁe advancement of politiecal
thought, and in this connection its mention of
the seven expedients instead of the usual four
may be noted, Moreover a study of the names of
the magical and mythological weapons, ineidentally,
shows that generally wherever there ig an adjec-

tival name of a weapon, it is found that it

multiplies after it being discharged.

It is also further to be observed that some
of the verses of the MP regarding social, political,
religious and philosophical data etc. are either
identical ad verbatim or épproximéte to those of
the Mbh, BG, MS, AP, Vig} Hariva@éa etec. It also
appears that in certain places the views of the MP
are similar to those of some Dharmad§gtrasor Smrtis.
This has been‘shswn in the course of the present

thesis at proper places.

|
It'is.true that the materia;,of the Puragic

character is also found in the Epies, but "our

6l. A large nuumber of chapters is found common to
the Vid and the MP and the latter is the
borrower. For deteils vide Hazra R.C., The
Visnu-dharmottara,an Encyclopaedic Work wof
the Gupta Period, Journal of the University
of Gauhati, Vol. ITI (1952), pp. 48 ff,



recensions of the Puranas-are admittedly-of a
very late date, and it is not to be expected
that the Mahbhéirata would have borrowed any of
its material from our PuranasS...... 1t must,
however, be admitted that élthough‘in most cases

the compilers of our Puranas appear to have drawn
their material from yhe Mahabh%rata, there may be
indeed there must be:% a few cases in which both
the Mzhdbharata and the;PurEnas may have drawn

; independently upon a thifdfcommon source. We can
also say this with regard to episodes like the ‘
Savitrl episode which likewise occurs in the
Matsya-Furana, where it is narrated in a manner
entirely different from that in the epic, and
where all traces of mutual relationship are
absent or obliterated, except for two or three
comuon stanzas and~stray‘p§aas¢92 These remarks
of Dr. Sukthankar succinctly bringé out the gener

relation between the Bipcs and Purégas.

— i

62. Sukthankar; Memorial Bdition, Vol., I,
pp. 155-156.
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Finally it.must also be ment%oned that there

! are chapters on architecture and écomography and
references to the éikhara style of‘archinecture?

and this is not unnatural as one of the‘civiliza-l h
tional asctivities' y"much more conhected with the
daily needs of mankind is architecture which is
described by H.W. Corbett *as the art of so build-
ing so as to apply both beauty and utility* a‘nd64
by W.R. Lethaby as the 'matrix of civilization,' ®

From all this it would be clear that the MP
occupies zn important place in the Puranic Litera-
ture as well as it plays an important role in the
study of ancient culture from several points of

view,

63. Prof. V.R.R. Dikshitar has discussed the data
on architecture and iconography in his book
"I'ne Matsya Purina, A Study" (pp. 46 £f; 101 £f).
The treatment of the tine arts such as archi-
tecture, painting,music etc. is comprehensive
and systematic in the third khanda of the
Visnudharmottara which is recently edited by

Dr. (Miss) Priyabsala Shsh in GOS (No, CXXX),
64. Ghurye G.S., Culture anda Society, p. 1l2.
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