'CHAPTER _II

DEVALA - HIS BIO-DATA
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(B) DEVALA -~ LIFE, PERSONALITY, CHARACTER &
(C) DEVALA - AN ANCIENT AUTHORITY ON DHARMA

(D) DEVALA ~ HIS DATE

CONTRIBUT ION



— S

A. DEVALA - AN ANCIENT REPUTED SAGE

INTRODUCTORY :

Devala is one of the most famous personalities in the ancient
Sanskrit literature. He is a renoumed vedic seer & a highly
celebrated sage, referred to in the Vedas, the smrtis, the

Mahzbharata & the Puranas. He is also referred to in the works

on Dharmaéastra, Jyotisa, Vedanta, Safikhya, Ayurveda etc. Here

is an attempt to collect & study such references to Devala, in the
literature mentioned above. The study of these references will

not only throw light upon the antiquity of the sage, Devala,

but also upon the historical background associated with him.

In the present section  (II.A), the available references 1o Devala,
are classified & arranged in the chronological order & in the next
section (II.B), the life, personaglity & activities of Devala,

reflected in such references are dealt with.

EXPLICIT REFERENCES TO DEVALA .

(1) Numerous references are found in the above~nmentioned

Sanskrit literature, where Devala is explicitlyxmentionedl.

DEVALA'S ASSOCIATION WITH ASITA — A PROBIEM :

There are several references, where Devala is associated with
Asita. Hexre in such references, the problem arises - whether,

(1) asita is identical with Devala & is one personality only, or



(2) Asita & Devala are two distinct personages. Hence to make
clear the nature of this problem, & to suggest a probable solution
of it, the references, where Devala is associated with Asita are
arranged in three separate groups : (1) (group B) where Asiata
Devala is one personality, (2)(Group C) where Asita & Devala

are distinct sages & (3)(Group D) References, that are ambiguous.

(1) DEVALA, IDENTICAL WITH ASITA & ASITA DEVALA :

In these referencesz, the terms, Asita, Asita Devala & Devala

are freely used to denote an identical personality.

(2) ASITA & DEVALA ~ TWO DISTINCT SAGES :

Here at some placess, the terms Asita & Devala are clearly

employed with reference to two different seers or sages.

(3) AMBIGUOUS REFERENCES :

.

The term Asita DPevala is also ambiguously mentioned at some
places4, where it is not clear whether the term stands for one

sage only or two distinet sages.

OPINIONS OF:SCHOLARS ABOUT THE PROBIEM :

Pandita Udayavira Shastri maintains the viewsof the identity

of Asita & Devala, on the strength of some references from the
Mahabharata.
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Dr.Rama Suresh Pandey6 has also dealt with this problem. He
examines some references from the Mahabharata & the Puragas &
opines that it is difficult to arrive at any definite conclusion ,
regarding the relation of Asita & Devala; as there are quite
contradictory descriptions. ?hey can be at the most reconciled
on the basis of some imagined principle, but the places of

identity (between Asita & Devala), are beyond all explanation.
REMARKS :

The partial & one-sided view of Pandita Udayavira Shastri is
quite unacceptable, as there are numerions references7, where
Asita & Devala'are treated clearly as two distinct sages. The
balanced view of Dr.Pandey is reasonable, but is inconclusive &

hence unacceptable.

4
EVIDENCE OF SRAUTASUTRAS :

1 - -
The SrautaSutrakgraSB, however, do not seem to have felt

any such problem aghout their identity or difference. All of them,
have undoubtedly declared Asita & Devala, as two different seers.
They have maintained a long standing tradition of undefstanding
Asita & Devala as two distinct Pravara seers, belonging to the
éangilza group (avantaragana) , of the kasyapa school (gggg) .
Almost all the writers on DharmaQEStra have followed the same
tradition. Such a long unbroken tradition, coming from the ancient
sutrakaras, down to the latest Nibandhakeras, should not be ignored.
This tradition, .maintained by the Vaildikas, in an oral manner,

through the sutras of various recensions, is very amthentic,
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reliable, & conclusive. Moreover, it is also supported by the
réferenéés in 'Group C', referred to previously. Hence, Asita &

Devala are two distinctlseers.

‘ - .
It must be noted here that the srautasutras have incorporated
two traditions, regardiﬁg the relation of Asita & Devala. The two

" orders, (as Asita-Daivala & Daivala-Asita) in which they are

2o

mentioned, indicate that Devala was both a - predecessor & a

; successor of Asita. This chronology is also supported by the

following evidences.
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(1) The phrase 'Asita Daivalah' occurring in the Tandya

Mahabrahmana®, is interpreted by Sayana, in his commentary on the

- T
»

same. According to himlo, Daivalah means the .son of Devala & he

i is Asita by name. Hence the phrase 'Asito Daivalah' refers to

T i S T

the seer Asita, who is the son of Devala. Thus Asita was a son of

! Devala.

11

(2) The Puranas "~ also record - a tradition that Devala was
Puranas

a son of Asita.

Hence the phrase 'Asito Daivalah' refers to thR seer Asita,

B e

the son of Devala. The term 'Daivalah' is -an adjective of Asita

in such cases. But in the phrase, 'Asito-Devalah' the ternm

. N e

Asita is used as an adjective of Devala; as he was the son
- 12 - - -
of Asita” . The Mahabharata & the Puranas also describe Devala

to be the son of Pratyusa & others. Hence to distinguish Devala,

the son of Aéita, from Devala, the son of Pratyusa & others, he

B

was Specifically mentioned as Asita Devala.




The whole problem about identity & difference, between

Asita & Devala, can be solved in the above manner.

Thus Devala was an ancient reputed sage, who was evidently

distinct from Asita.
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1. Group A - (References to Devala)

I. The Vedic Literature -

A7 0 T IR o s b it g

VS.2/17-seer of this Mantra

s

t -
(cf.Sukla Yajurveda, (Satvalekar edition), Rsisucih on p.204)

Cf.also 'Yam paridhim devala agneyim tristubham

‘
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viradrupam yajurantamgneh priyam yajuh'

'
B Tt T e peem—

~ Sarvanukramasutra 1.7

e,
R TP

.. IXI.The Smrtis -

Ty,

Cf£.Pt.I, Seet.I, Ch.II.C for some references from Smritis &

Smyti Literature.

SN

III. The Mahabharata - ] h

e

1. Pratyusasya viduh putramrsim namna'tha devalam/
Dvaun putrau devalasyapi ksamavantau manisinau//
-3di.66/36 (Cr.ed.I/60/25)
.' " ’ N
~Harivaisa 3/44 (Cr.ed.£/37)'v

PR T P S,
D

2. Yaviyan devalashiva vane bh@rata tapasyati/ Adi.182/2a ,
(cr.ed.1/174/2).

TR R T m e R T
e S e

3. Trini jyotimsi purusa iti vai devalo 'bravit/
~ Sabha. 75/5a (Cr.ed.2/64/5a)

/ ,
- - ' ' -
‘4. Dvaipayano naradasca devalasca mahanrsih/

|-
-Santi.1l/4a (Cr.ed.12/1/4a).
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5. (a) Devalo nama viprargih sarvasasrarthakovidah/

N — — -t
(b) Anekamunayo rajan samprapta devalasramam/

(c) Kanyartham Devalam capi sighram tatragato'bhavat/
(d) Yathanyayam ca sampujya devalah pratyabh5§ata/

(e) Tadvijnaya pita tasya devalo munisattamag/

(£) Devala uvaca//

(g) Ityuktva pradadau t@smai devalo munipuﬁgavahZ/

l_ N
-Santi.220(Cr.Ed.12/App.19/48-130)

-t 1 -t
Devalah kasyapascaiva hastikasyapa eva ca/

—Anu.139/116(Cr.ed.18/126/11b)

-

t H -
Svetaketuh kohalasca vipulo'DeValastatha/
- /

~Anu.165/456(Cr.ed.13/451/138a)

Vidito me sudurdharsa naradat devalattatha/

-
~-Asva.52/15 (Cr.ed.14/:51/15a)

- 1 ] — —
Naradah parvatascaiva devalasca mahatapag/

- !
~Asra.21/1b{(Cr.ed.15/26/1)
-t
~-Asra.29/9a(Cr.ed.15/36/9a)
' - - - ~ ~
Adhagsirap sarpamali mahargip sa hi devalah

~Udyoga.83/65(Cr.ed. 5/388%/3)

anas

,

Pratyusad devalo jajie/ —A.P.18.40

Devalo bhagavan yogi pratyusasyabhavat sutah/

-K.P.Purva.16/16a
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3. Pratyusasya rsih putre vibhurnamna'tha devalah/

- M. P.5/27

-t - -
4. Purojavascanilasya pratyusasya tu devalah/

-~ M. P.203/7

T T, oo

5. Pratyusasya viduh putramrsim namya ca devalam/

dvau putran devalasyapi ksamavantau manisinau/

P e

~Bd. P.(Venk.ed.) 3/3/27,V.P.Vol.II,

s

5/26, Vsn.P. 1/15/117 .

N

, b d —— — -
6. Sreyah param manusyanam devala'dgitamiritam/
-A.P.382/9
7. Medhatithirdevala arstiseno bhardvajo gautamah pippaladah

e R T T e G

-Bh.P.1/19/10a

1 — - _-'
8. Saubharyutahkasibidevalapippaladasarasvatoddhavaparasara-

N s

bhurisenah/

N

-Bh.P.2/7/45a

- - 1
9. Dhisanayam vedasiro devalam vayunam manum/

-Bh.P.6/6/206

10. Srutam dvaipayanamukhat naradad devaladapi/ ‘ f
~Bh.P.6/14/9b

11. Mukto devalasapena huhurgandharvasattamah/
| ~Bh.P.8/4/370

12. Kapilopantaratamo devalo dharma -ésurih/
-Bh.P.9/4/57b
- - - ! . — — -

13. Devala yamaditasca salafhkayanabaskalah/

~Bd.P.2/3/66/72b

s s e s em
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14.

15,

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

Vi The
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Vijayam rocanam caiva vardhamanam ca devalam/

- Bd.P.2/3/71/182b
éegaﬁaﬁéam vijaniyad devalsya matam yatha/

- G.P.1/46/26b
Pirvamukham tu tallifigam devalena pratisthitam/

- L.P.11 quoted in K.K.T.P.92
Tasya..... 'bhavad bhirya devalasyatmaja subha/

- M.P.20/26a

Vijayam romamansm ca vardhamanam tu devalam/

o
- Hp.ae/1Ta

Devagarbham ca hotaramagnidhram caiva devalam/ |
~ E.P.Srsti.34/14

Usijo b{hgﬁukthyaéca devalah kavireva ca/

- ¥.P.Vol,I1,23/192

..... Tasya ca pariyatrakah pariyatrakad

devalo devalad vaccalah/

~ Vsn.P.4/4/106.

e s

—. - '~
works on Sankhya, Vedanta & Dharmasastra :

1 - . — - -

Sigyaparamparayagatamiti/ Kapiladasurina praptamidam jnan
— L - — - — -

gtatag pancasikhena, tasmad bhargavolukavalmikiharita

— — “' - -y
devalaprabhrtinagatam/ Tatastebhya isvarakrsnena praptam/

- Mathara.Vntti, on Sah.Ka.71,p.84
t
(a) Devalaprabhrtibhisea kaiseid dharmasftrakaraih
-t -
svagranthesvasritah/

- B.S.S.1/4/28
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(b)....Pradhanakaranavadah éi%?air@gzg}édibhil.l satkaryatvaibena
_svikrta iti prbalatvadupade$ah/ :
- Ratnaprabha on B.S.S.2/1/4/12 |
(c) Devalaprabhrtayah si§?5y/
~ AnandagirIvavvakhya on B.S.S.
2/1/4/12

e mee

Yo
3. The works on Dharmasastra contain numerous references, along

with profuse quotations of Devala (ecf.Pt.I,Sect.II,& Part II) '

2) Group B (References to Asita-~Devala) \ E

I. The Vedic Literature -
1. Atha yamiretabhirva asitaya devalayeme loka arvancasca
paraﬁcaéca prEbhuy/
| - K.S.22/11

-— e — - - - — o—— 1
2. Atha yamih/ Etabhirva asitaya daivalayeme lokah arvancasca

paréﬁcaéca prabh ./
~ K.K.5.35/5
3. (a) Praipi Saumahito madhucchanda vaiévﬁmitrglg;ﬁg daivalo
ya u canye tasya hantikam did§k§ate/
- J.B.3/270 notes Devala as variant

for Daivala

(b) Atha hasita'daivala uvacaitam evaham camasam avaksa iti/ .

- ! - - - -
.....yad va agsito daivalo'pasyat, tasmad asitamityakhyay%
~te// :

- J.B.3/271
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(c) Asitam bhavati //8// Asito va etena daivalastrayanam :
lokanam dyg?imapaéyat/ Trayagam kamanamavarudhya |
asitam kriyate/ |

- Tan.M.B.XIV/11/18-19

(d)'Adityam garbham' (K.S.240/10 ,M.S.2/10/17/1) ityasitasya

devalasya yavisthasya cagneh// Caraniyamantrarsadhyaya
p.11l, line 11

II. The Mahabharata :

- r . -
1. Naradosravayad devan asito devalah pitrn/

- Adi.P.1/107b(Cr.ed.1/1/64) =
2. Naradam ca puraskrtya devalam casitam munim/

Cr.ed.
- Sabh3.P. 53/101£2/49/10D)

3. Evamahayamasito devale munisattamah/

~ Sabha.P.59/9a(Cr.ed.2/53/6a)
4. Srastaram sarvalokanamasito devalo'bravit/

- Vana.12/50b(Cr.ed.3/13/43h)
5. Devastvatsambhavascaiva devalasvasito 'bhavit/

- Bhisma.68/76 (Cr.ed.6/64/6b)

‘ vy .
6. Asito devalascaiva tasminneva mahatapah/

L
- Salya.49/24a(Cr.ed.9/48/23a)

7. i Garhasthyam dharmamasthaya hyasito devalah pursa/

- Salya.50/1b (Cr.ed.9/49/1b)

Devalasyasrame raja nyavasat sa mahadyutih/
- Salya.50/6b (Cr.ed.9/49/6a)

Devalo darsayanneva naivayunjata dharmatap/
‘ - ig;x@.sq/sa (Cr.ed.9/49/7p)

7

Ja1g1Savyam munivaram na dadarsatha devala h/
alxa 50/9a. (Cr.ed.9/49/8b) s
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Upatisthata dharmajno bhaiksakale sa devalam/
ot l' .
- Salya.50/10a(Cr.ed.9/49/9b)
. - ! - - - -

Devalastu yathasakti pujayamasa bharata/

- Salya.50/11b(Cr.ed.9/49/11a)
Kadacit tasya nrpate devalasya mahatmanah/

1
-~ Salya.50/12b(Cr.ed.9/49/12a)

~

¥ !
Antarik§ac§rap sriman kalasam grhya devalah

1
- Salya.50/15a(Cr.ed.9/49/14b)

Ityevam cintayamasa mahargiraaiﬁgg&adﬁ/ ,

- Salya.50/17b(Cr.ed.9/49/17a)
Asito devalo rajaiscintayamasa buddniman/

. J—5:g;zg.50/22h(0r.ed.9/49/22a)

Jijnasartham tada bhiksorajaigisavyasya devalah/

- ég;zg.50/25b(0r.ed.9/49/24b)
Tato'sitah susamrabdho vyavasayl drdhavratah/
Apaéyad va%ﬁivém yant am jaig3§avyam sa devalag/

- Salya.50/27(Cr.ed.9/49/26)
Te§§m 1oke§vapa§yaeca jaigisavyam sa devalah/

- lglxg.50/36a,38a & 3%
Do ~ (Cr.ed.9/49/34,36,37)
Salokatgmanupraptamapaéyata tatéglggg/

- $alya. 50/20a(cr.ed. 9/49/38)
Tani sarv'égyat'itﬁni samapasyat tato 'sitah/

- Salya.50/41a(Cr.ed.9/49/39)
IDkEnapaéyad gacchantam jaigisavyam tato 'sitah/

- :glxg.50/423(0r.ed.9/49/40)
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Tato munivaram bhuyo jaigisavyamathasitag/
]
~ Salya.50/43b{cr.ed. 9/49/42a)

So'cintayan mahabhago jaigisavyasya devalah/

- Salya.50/44b (Cr.ed.9/49/43a)

Asito 'prechata tada siddhamllokesu sattaman/
L ] ' -
- Salya.50/45b(Cr.ed.9/49/44a)
] - 1 —
Srnu devala bhutartham sahsatam no drdhvrata/

1
- Salya.50/47b(Cr.ed.9/49/46a)

Asito devalasturnamutpapata papata ca/ (Cr.ed.9/49/47b)

tatah siddhasta ucurhi devalam punareva ha/
1
~ Salya.50/49(Cr.ed.9/49/48a)

Na devala gatistatra tava gantum tapodhana/

1
- Salya.50/50a(Cr.ed.9/49/48b)
- t - - -
Tesam tad vacanam srutva siddhanam devalah punah/

1 .
- Salya.50/5la{Cr.ed.9/49/49a)

, . _ -
Pravisanneva capasyajjaigisavyam sa devalah/

- ég;xg.50/52b(0r.ed.9/49/50b)
Tato buddhya vyaganayad devalo dharmayuktaya/

- Salya.50/53a(Cr.ed.9/49/51a)
Fato'bravin mahatmanam jaigisavyam sa devalag/

]
~ Salya.50/54a(Cr.ed. 9/49/52a)

. : o _
Devalastu vacah srutva bhutanam karunam tatha/
1
- Salya.50/58b(Cr.ed.9/49/56a)
Iti niécitya manasd devale rajasattama/

L
- Salya.50/62b(Cr.ed.9/49/60a)

- - -
Evamadini sancintya devalo niscayat tatah/

H
- Salya.50/63b(Cr.ed.9/49/61a) -
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9.

10.

11.

Jaigisavyam tapo nasti vismapayati yo'sitam/
’ i 1
- Salya.50/66b(Cr.ed.9/49/63Db)
Evam prabhzwébharmamma jaigisavyastathasitah

~ Balya.50/68b

Jaigisavyasya saivadamasitasya ca bharata/
1 B
~ Santi.229/3b{Cr .ed.12/222/3D)

Akrudhiantamahyﬁyantamasito devalo 'bravit/
| - Santi.229/4b(Cr.ed.12/222/4b)
nggig Uvaca/ before verse 5
- Sanbi.229/5
Nindatsu ca sama nityam‘praéam—satsu ca devala
| - Santi.229/8a(Cr.ed.12/222/8a)
Samprapetanam ca pujyanam kamadarthesu devala/ :
- Santi.229/11a(Cr.ed.12/222/11a)
Naradasya ca saflvadam devalasydsitasya ca/
= :5g3232754b(0r.ed.12/267/1b)‘
Asinam devalam vrddham buddhva buddhinatam varam/
_ - $3nti.275/2a(Cr.ed.12/267/2a)
Asita Uvaca//

/ (-
- Santi.275/before verse 4

(cr.ed.12/267/before 4)

' Ad -—
Asito devalascaiva praha pandusutam nrpam/

- Anu.18/17b(Cr.ed.13/18/14a)

Asitasyaikaparna tu devigya mahatmanah/

]
- Harivaisa.18/23a(Cr.ed.13/22)
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IIT The Puranas @ ‘
Aham yuganam ca krtam dhiranam devalo'sitah/

~Bh.P.11/16/28a ;

IV The works on Jyotisa :
Nomerous references & quotations of Devala are found in
the works on Jxoti§a. He is also referred to as Asita &
Asitadevala. ’
(ct£.Pt.I,5ect.I,Ch. II-II & Pt..' I, Sect.II-IV,Devalokiam 3

Jyotisam & Pt.II-IV (Sources & Variants of the same)

3) Group C : (References to Asita & Devala as separate persons)

: I The Vedie Literature :

H

1. RV.- Seer of suktas 5 to 24 of 9th Mandala

(Cf.Sarvanukrama in - Rgvedasaihita,Vol.V,ed.by '
Max Muller, p.609. V

2. VS.- Seer of Mantra 62 in Adhyaya 33.

1 — [
(C£.Rsisf@icih - in - Sukla Yajurveda, Vajasaneyi Samhita,

Satvalekar editiom - pp.203-204, & Sarvanukramasutra-

-Adhyaya 3, Su.21 ~'Upasmai saumim devalo'sito va')

1
i

3. 8. V.~seer of the following mantras - j

(A) Purvarcika (1) Agneyam - Mantras-92,93; (2) Pavamaniyam

¥

mantras 475,476,485,486, 502, 506.

(B) Uttararcika (1) Adhyaya I.651-653; (2) Adhyaya II.

761, 763; (3) Adhyaya V.935-937; (4) Adhyaya VI.

.o e

961-974, 999-1001; (5) Adhyaya VII.1093-1095;
(6) Adhyaya VIII.1119-1136.
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4. The Srautasutras -

- ¥ - - e ‘
Bodhayanah. . ...Ityete sandilastesam tryarseyah pravarah/

-t o — - o - - o !

.....kasyapavatsaradaivaleti Va/ Kasyapavatsara~

siteti va sandilyasitadaivaleti va/

- 1 -
.....devala-vadavatsaravat kasyapavad iti va/
- ' -
Asitavadavatsaravatkasyapavaditi va/

devalavadasitavacchandilavaditi va//

-~ o ' L - L
Apastambadyuktam.....Atha sandilanam dvyarseyo

daivalasiteti/ Asitavaddevalavaditi/

L d -' —
..... Tryarseyamu haike kasyapagaivalasiteti/
1
Asitavaddevalavatkasyapavaditi//
Katyayanalaugaksipranitam.....tesam tryarseyah
! - - -
pravarah, kasyapasitadaivaleti sandilyasita-

- — 1
daivaleti va/ Kasyapavadasitavad 1 iti/

1 ’ —
Sandilavadasitavaddevalavaditi va/

1 — 1 - - '.. -
Asvalayanoktam-sandilanam sandilgsitadaivaleti

-1 - -
kasyapasitadaivaleti va/ ;

- Gotropravaranibandhakadambam
Pp.69=72.

TI The Mahabharata :

L - - -
Sandilyadevalabhyam ca maitreyena ca dhimata/
Asitena vasisthena kausikena mahatmana// ' :

.
~ Santi.47/7(Cr.ed.12/66 /1pr.)

IIT The Carakasamhita

LA EE RIS A 2L N IR A AR N B R O B R N A

Atreyo gantamah sahkhyah pulastyo narado‘sitah//
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garagyah sandilya kaundinyau va-ksirdevalagalavau//
- C.S.8utra.I.7,& 9.

IV. The Puranas —

1. Asitasyaikaparnayam brahmisthah samapadyata/
éa?qilyanam varah sriman devalah sumahayaéagﬂ/
- Bd.P.2/3/8/32, L.P.-63/53b & 54a -
reads - sumahﬁtapﬁ? for Sumahayaéa?{
V.P.-Vol. II,8/27,28~reads vacah
srutva for varah sriman ,
2. Asitasyaikeparna tu patni sadhvi pativrata/
Devalam susuve sa tu brahmistham jnanas aryuta// ;
- Bd.P.2/3/10/18b & 19b, V.P.Vol.II, -
11.17 reads drdhavrata for pativrata

manasam sutam for jnanasathyuta. {
3. Asitasyaikaparnayam brahmini samapadyata/
namna vai devalah putro yogacaryo mahatapah//
. - K.P.Pirva.19f5. |

4. Varaprabhrtayo deva devalasya prajastvimah//
- V.P.Vol.II.8/29a. J

1 o
5. Asitodevalascaiva sadete brahmavaﬂinah/
- Bd.P.2/23/113a, M.P.145/107a,

V.P.Vol.1.59.103b.

- o -
6. Kalena ca sutastasya sivahsena babhuva ha/

Brahmistho devalo nama kandarpasamasundarah/ !
- DV.p.4/30/60.

e e —— e o e W ke e Tt g e e e e o —
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7. Tryarseyabhimatascaisam sarvesam pravarah subhah/
1 1 H - -
Asito devalascaiva kasyapasca mahatapa?/
Parasparamavaivahya rsayah parikirtitép//
- M.P.199/19a
4) Group D (Ambiguous references) :

I. The Mghabharata -

t -— -
1. Asito devalascaiva naradah parvatstatha/

-~ Adi.53/8(Cr.ed.1148/8a)

—— — - ’ ’ ——
2. Asito devalah satyah sarpimali mahasirah/

- Sabha.4/10(Cr.cd.2/4/8a)

] — t
3. Asito devalascaiva jaigisavyasca tattvavit/

- *
~ Sabha.11/24(Cr.ed.2/125 /5)

4 — -
4, Asito devalascaiva markandeyo'tha galavan/

- Vana.85/100(Cr.ed.3/83/103a)

5. Asito devalo vvasah svayam caiva bravisi me/

~ Bhisma.34/13(Cr.ed.6/32/13b)
' t - -
6. Asito devalasciiva visvamitrastathahgirah/

~ Drona.94/45(Cr.ed.7/69/45a)

-

' — L) " -
7. Asito devalascaiva valmikisca mahatapah/
‘.-
~ Santi.207/4(Cr.ed.12/200/42a)

1] —— o
8. Asito devalascaiva tatha naradaparvatau/

- Sanbi.292/15a(Cr- @d.12/281/15a)



9, Jaigigavyésitasya devalasya maya érutam/ ‘
- SEnti.318/59%(Cr.ed.12/306/57) :
10. Asito devalagcaiva deva¥ajnamupagaman/ g
- Anu.66/24a(Cr.ed.13/65/22b)

1l. Naradena ca rajarse devalenasitena ca/

- Anu.167/13(Cr.ed.13/153/13b) ,

II. The Puranas -

1 t -
1. Asito devalascaiva vaisampayana eva ca/

- D.bh.1/10/3

2. Kumaro narada rbhurahgira devalo'sitah/ , |
~ Bh.V.6/15/12
- Y
3. Dvaipayano naradsca cyavano devalo 'sitah/

- Bh.P.10/84/3a

5) "Sabhaparvamemh(4/16) yudhisthirake samaya aneka rsiyofka
sabhame® upasthita hona bataya gaya haif/ Unamem
devalaka ullekhabhi hai/ Isa prasahga devalake satha
'asita'padakabhi nirdesa hai/ Asita isTka namantara
athava viéegagake rupamei prayukta hota hai/
éEntiparva (281/1) mer devalake satha asita padaka prayoga hai/:
Adiparva(l/124 )meibhi isaka nllekha hai/ Sabhaparvake isa |
prasangaki vastavikata vicEragfya hai/"

—-— ! nd - .
- Sankhya darsanaka itihasa~p. 212
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6) "Isa prakarake apariharya virodhi varnanoiiko dekhate hue,
asita evam devalake visayamei niscita siddhanta sthira nahln
kiya ja sakata/ Kalpasiddhantake adharapara bhinnavarnanohime
samanjasya sthapita kiya ja sakata hai/ Parantu inake aikyako
pratipadita karaﬁevale sthala samajhake bahara hai'"/

- Mahabharata aura puraname safkhya

gggéana, P.346.
7) Cf.references in n.3, Group C ahove.
8) Cf.references in n.3, Group C, I.4 above.
9) Cf.references in n.2, .Group B, I.3.c.above,

10) Daivalo devalasya putrah, asito nama rsih.

- Sayanabhasya on T.B.XIV.11.19

11) cf.references in n.3, Group C (IV.1,2,3,6) above.

12) Mr.Pratap Chandra Roy also translates phrase 'Asito devalah'
as 'Devala, the son of Asita’.
- Cf.The Mahabharata,Vol.IT,
p.128, Sect.LIX.

R e e e m e % T s e et
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B. DEVAIA - LIFE, PERSONALITY, CHARACTER & CONTRIBUTION

DEVALA - A VEDIC SEER :

4

L
Devala, was a vedic seer, belonging to the Sandilya group of

' —
the Kééyapa schooll, according to the Sikautasutras & the Matsya

- 1 1.
Purana; & of the Kausika group of Visvamitras according to the

Brahmgnda-& the Vayu-puranas®.

DEVALA & HIS FAMILY.:

Devala was the son4,
(1) or Pratyﬁﬁa

(2) of asita & ékaparga )
(3) of Asita, obtained through the grace of yggréiva

(4) of Vasudeva & Upadevi ;
(5) of Vasudeva & éi%?gyatf |
(6) of Kyéséva & Dhisana

(7) of Pariyatraka

1 —~ — :
(8) of the Svetavatara of the lord . f

Thus all these different traditions indicate that Devala
was the name of many different sages. He is said to have acquired
the rare & great brahmanya (i.e.being born as a brahmana), through

!
the grace of the lord Sivas.
"

The daughter of Himavéns, namely Ekaparna, was given in marriage !

to him. He is also said o have married Ratnamalavatiz a beautiful

daughter of king Suyajna.



34
He was fath.er8
(1) of two sons, who were patient & learned
(2) of the Niddhruvas, the Sandilyas, the Raibhyas & Vara etc. |
the Gods, who are said to be his progeny-
(3) of Vaccala
(4) of Samati, a queen of the Pancala king, Brahmadatta.
(5) of a beautiful daughter, namely Suvaracala, who was given

1
in warriage to SvetaKetu .

His younger brother was DhaumYag, who was practising penance,
in the forest at the Utkocaka Tirtha (the sacred place), & was

selected as a priest by Pandavas.

He was a disciple of VedavyESalo& was also described as a

<«
Vibhutil&glorious manifestation) by the Lord Krsna.

LR

The Mahabharata mentions12 that he was a Sage, belonging to

_the Northern direction, fit to be. always remembered (nityasmaraniya)..

He is said’® to be living at the Adityatirtha.

PERS ONALITY & CHARACTER :

Devala was beautiful like cupidlé. He was active, righteous, puré,
self-controlled & well-versed in all éﬁstras. He used to always
honour Gods, Brahmins & guests. He was a Brahmin sage, far-advanced
in age & the best among intellectuals. He was following the life of
a householder (grhastha) & had given up the rod (Qgggg) i.e.
punishment. Being always free from anger, he always regarded praise&-:
censure, the pleasant & the unpleasant, ?EP gold & a lump of clay ,
as equal. He treated all creatures, as equal by tgf speech, mind

i
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& action & had thus obtained the vision of oequglity towards all,

like the God Yama. He was always intent on Dharma & Brahmacarya™ .

Devala is

Devalal6 ~ (1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(1)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)

(14)

(15)

e e T R e i ST Aot e Kty R B S Ky
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15

associated with various legends & activities.

narrated the Mahabharata to the Manes.

was invoked by Drona, while encasing Duryodhana in an .
Drona

unvuolnerable armour.

T T L AT T M I SR SR R s AN A,

waited for Yudhisthira, at the holy places, along with
other sages. ) .
went to Yudhisthira, with other sages, when the

Mahabharata war was over.

is said to have obtained perfection, by invoking
the lord Visnu with res.
was one of the sages, who went to attend upon or

serve Vyasa, who had gone to the forest, where

P B R TR TR A

Pandavas were living.

=

L -
greeted Srikrsna, on his way to Hastinapura.

e

was one among the Siddhas, seeking for knowledge.

R il

=

knew the miraculous power of Yoga of Lerd Visnu.

told éuka, the story of Citraketu. ) :
cursed the gandharva, namely Huhu. \ ?

could not comprehend the Maya - the magic power of Loré.
is said to have instituted a phallus (Lifnga) at &
Varanasi.

asked Jaigisavya, the reason of his equanimity,

towards praise & abuse.

gave a long advice to Rambha, soliciting him for

dalliance.

kalpwra®

L

[,
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He was preSent17~

(1) at the
(2) in the
(3) in the
(4) at the
(5) around

body &
(6) in the

4. (7) as a agnidhra at the sacrifice of Brahmadeva, at the
. gnicara

Sarpasastra of Janamejayva.

Mayas abha.

Brahmas abha.

coronation of Yudhisthira.
Bhisma at the time of his leaving the mortal
also at the time of his obsequies.

sacrifice of Gods.

Puskarag8etra.

He went to seel8 -

-
(1) Srikrsna, practising austerities.

(2) Dhrtarastra, practising penances.

(3) Pariksita practising prayopavesa

(4) Krsna & Balarama at the Syamantapancaka

The view of Devala about gambling etc. is quotedlg in the

Mahabharata. He is said to have declared that gambling with other

gamsters, with dishonesty is a sin, but there is vietory in the

battle, with the practice of Dharma & the gambling is not based

upon it. The civilized (éEZ§§) do not spoil their speech, nor #o

they practise evil charms; To fight, without frand & deception

is indeed the vow of the good.

DEVALIA - A PHILOSOPHER :

4

Devala was aun eminent philosopher. His views, about philosophicalé

topics are frequently quoted and referred to -

S P UM N O N P W =



(1) His views about the nature of God, are mentioned at many

places, in the Mahabharata’ .

(2) He believes that the final beatitude or bliss of all
human beings, lies in the abandonment of all desires of

undertakings, resulting in the joy for oneselle.

(3) He maintains2® that there are three lights in a Purusa
- viz. off-spring, karma & learning. It is only these
three that are helpful to the person, when the dirty body,

bereft of life~force, is left all alone by the relatives.

This can be compared with a similar view, found in the present

reconstructed text23.

DEVALA & SANKHYA :

He was a great Sahkhvacarya. He is mentioned as one of the

traditional exponents of the Sahkhya philosophy -

(1) in the Mahabharata, with 25 spiritual principles>4

(2) in the Brahmavaivarta pv;u:’é.naz5

& (8) in the Matharavrtti, a commentary on Saﬁkhyakarik32§

’ - - R —-—
Sankaracarya mention527; Devala as a Dharmasutrakara, who had

accepted in his treatise, the Safikhya doctrine of Pradhana, being
the cause of thé%orld. Both Anandagiri & Govindananda, while

— e
commenting upon the words - 'Vedanusaribhih kaiscid sistaih'

. -
occurring in Saﬁkharabhggxa (Bh.S.2.1.4.12), mention Devala as a

' —
sista, who had accepted Pradhanakaranavada, though he was a follower

of Veda. The quotations, arranged in the Moksa prakarana (III.5) of

[P



the present reconstructed text can reflect upon the validity of the '

! - -
above entry of Sankaracarya & his commentators.

In the Mahabharatazs, he expounds to Narada, the Sahkhya

knowledge, destructive of merits & demerits, by which one can obtain
the Highest Goal, the unity with the Brahman. He explains that the
world, movable & immovable, is created from the five gross elements
(mahabhutas) & is dissolved in the same at the time of destruction
of the world. The five gross elements, time (kala), entity (bhava)

& non~entity (ahgégg), are the eight important factors of creation
& destrﬁotion. The five sense-organs, five motor organs & their
functions are described in detail. The five sense-organs, the cifta,
the mind, & the intellect &are the eight instruments of knowledge -
Each latter is higher than the earlier. The Atman is higher than
intellect. The éenses, themselves, are not knowers, but are instru—~

ments of knowledge, in the sense that the Ksetrajﬁa obtains knowledge

through them. Then the bhavas-satvika, rajasa & tamasa are referred

to. The self is said to enter the different bodies, one after another
according to the merits & demerits, as the person goes from one

broken house to another. Ultimately, he obtains Brahmabhava (unity

with the Brahman), at the end of the cycle of action, giving up the '

hody, the abode of merits & demeérits.

This exposition of Safikhya knowledge is not in consonance with

the traditional Safikhya philosophy.

DEVALA - AN ACCOMPLISHED YOGT :

Devala was an expert preceptor of ngazga (Yogacérya). He had

practised severe austerities & had obtained miraculous powers of

i
i
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H
zoga;soﬂis epithet831, mahatapah, tapodhanah, siddhah, siddhesah etc.
32

etc. are significant from this stand—point. The Mahabharata narrates
an interesting legend in which, he is said to have pursued Jaigi%avya,ﬁ
in the various worlds, except brahmaloka. Thus he was a siddha,

possessed of divine powers.

¢

DEVALA ~ A BRAHMAVADT :

33 a5 a Brahmavadi. Tt means that

Devala is also mentioned
(1) he was seer of vedic Mantras, or (2) he was teacher or expounder

of the Vedas, or (3) he was a follower of the doctrine of Brahman

i.e. Iedanta philosophy. The epithets34 brahmisthah, brahmars is attamah
etc., used . in connection with him are worth-noting from this

point of view.

DEVALA & JYOPISASASTRA :

Devala was an aunthor of an extensive work on Jyotisa. He was .
definitely earlier than Varahamihira, who frequently quotes or refers :
to his views. Not only Varahamihira, but numerous other writers on

_ .
Jyotisa & Dharmasastra, refer to & quote the views of Devala on

Astronomy & Astrology. Some quotations, collected from the works on

| . 1
Jyotiga & Dharmasastra, are given in the Part I, Sect.II«IV(Parisist@g

Devaloktam Jyotisam).

DEVALA & CARAKAS AMHITA -

Devala is mentioned35 among the sages, that had assembled

near the Himala as, to discuss how t0 relieve the people from diseaseé,

that were troubling  them.

- - - - - S T e e e e e
e -
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 DEVALA & SILPASASTRA :

¢

!

, ' .
It seems that Devala was also well~versed in the science of silpa.
& must have .. written a treatise on the same, His opinion about the

- — - 1
Vastumana, is quoted in the Garuda puranasa. Some such work on gjilpa

or vastuvid a, written by Devala, must have been existing at the time

of the said Purana.

CONCLUD ING REMARKS : !

In this & the previous chapter (II.I & II.II) the references to
Devala,rin the ancient Sanskrit literature, are classified & dealt
with in order to bring forward the antiquity & the historical back-
ground, associates wifh Devala. It is quite clear that Devala
was a highly celebrated mythological & historical personality. The
smrti-text, the subject of the present thesis, is also aseribed to
Devala. Devala, mentioned in the ancient texts, may or may not -be !
having any relation with Devala, the Sm?tikgra; bat it is a simple ;
rule, hased upon human psychology, that, if some work is ascribed |
t0 a personality of great repute, it is quickly accepted by the
orthodox people, as an authoritative work & becomes famous everywheref
The brilliant stars, in the galaxy of Sanskrit literature, like ‘
Kalidasa, éaﬁkargcarya etc. have had a magic effect on the minds
of the masses, with the result that even the works, written by :
later writers, ascribed to them, obtained wide publicity & are still ‘

read with great respect. :

Similarly, Devala is a renowned seer & a Sage, mentioned in
the ancient Sanskrit literature. Hence, the Smrti,ascribed to him, ;

obtains some kind of aguthoritativeness, for accepting his views to

N Aot s e merne i e e w A e e = [ - [N o e w mmm e e e Ao —a e cE PN manm e % e e st
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be authentic & reliable. Shri K.V.Rapgaswami Aiyangar also wriies ,

In ages of faith, the claim of even a newly discovered work, 1o be
the composition of a famous ggs___l_,_ will prove a powerful influence
in securing the reception of its views &  the acceptance of its
authoritativeness". From this point of view, the whole diseussiog
about Devala, in this & the previous chapter (II.A & II.B) is

relevant & necessary in the present thesis.



2)

3)

e~
~

REFERENCES '

Cf.Pt.I, Sect.I, Ch.II.A, N.3, Group C, I.4 & also Group C.IV.7.

—_ - -t 1. _ - —

Devala yamadutasca salankayanabaSkalah/ !

Lalatya badarascanye visvamitrasya dhimatah/
— —— ' —— ——

rsyantarvivahyaste bahavah kausikah smrtah// ,

~ Bd.P.2/3/66/72-73.
V.P.~91/100 (Vide Purana Index-II/124-125). 1

1. C£.Pt.I,Sect.I,Ch.II.Ayn.1l,Group A-III.1 & Group A-IV.1l to 5.
2. Cf.Pt.I, Sect.I,Ch.II.A,n.3,Group C-IV.1l to 3.
3. Cf.Pt.I, Sect.I,Ch.II.A,n.3,Group C-IV.6.
4. Vijayam romamanam ca vardhamanam tu devalam/
ete sarve mahatmano hyupadevyam praj@ﬁire//
- M.P.46/17.
5) Vijayam rocanam caiva vardhamanam ca devalam/
etan mahatmanah putran susava sisiravati//
~ Bd.P.2/3/71/82b & 83a.
6) Kyéﬁévo'rcigi bharyayam dhumaketumajijanat/

- - hg ' .
dhisanayam vedasire devalam vayunam manum//

- Bh.P.6/6/20

7) Tasya ca pEriyEtrakap pariyatrakaddevalo devalad vaccalah/

% - Y.P.4/4/106
8) Tatrapi mama te putra bhavisyanti mahaujasa?/
Tsijo byhadukthyaéca devalah kavireva ca/
Prapya mahesvaram yogam brahmalokam gata hi te/

~ V.P.Vol.I,23/192. ;
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b3

5) Tatprasadanmaya praptam brahmanyam durlabham mahat/

Tt DI b e, -

' - - -
Asito devalascaiva praha pandusutam nrpam/

3 - Mbhi, Anu.18/17(Cr.ed.13/18/14)

|
¥ Cr.éd.reads first line as Yadayaptaé

.

PSR

i - - - i
{ cé?e sarvam prasadat tasya dhimatah/

6) Asitasyaikaparna tu devalasya mahatmanah/

P T 2 B T

% Patni datta mahabrahman yogacaryaya dhimate/ .

v t
j - Mbh.Harivafsa. I./18/23(Cr.ed.13/22)
i’ -:

i 7) Suyajnanrpateh kanyam ratnamalavatim muda/

i
$
!
- - - - ]
tam sundarim vivahena jagrhe sarvamohinim/ §
. !
P - Bv.P.Iv/30/61

: 8) 1. Cf£f.Pt.I, Sect.I, Ch.II.A,n.1l,6roup A.III.1 & Group A.IV.5.

- tza - | I H —-—
2. Nidhruvah sandilya raibhyastrayah pascattu kasyapah/

Varaprabhrtayo deva devalasya prajastvimah/

.

N, e g s e

: L - Y.P.Vol.II.8/28,29.
{ 3. Cf.reference 4.7 above.

4. Tasya.....'bhavat bharya devalasyatmaja éubhﬁ/
.. Santatirnama vikhyata kapila ya'bhavat pura//
U - M.P.20/26

5. Suta suvarcala nama t3sya kalyanalaksana/

A N VN Fere s BT BT TR T s LT

- - - 1 - - - LI -
natihrasva natikrsa natidirgha yasasvini//

'-
- Mbh.Santi.220(Cr.ed.12/App.19/50)

-

$ 9) Yaviyan devalasyaiva vane bhrata tapasyati/

e AR i o SO T TS MM AN TR N W MY WA A WA

dhaumya utkocake tirthe tam vrnudhvam yadicchatha/

!

- Mbh.Adi.182/2(Cr.ed. 1/174/2)

-
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10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

1 1 -
Asito devalascaiva valsampayana eva ca/

| 1 -— -
Jaiminisca sumantusca gatah sarve tapodhanah/

~ D,bh.1/20/3.
Cfo Ptv. I, Seeto I, Ch. IIOA, n. 2, GI‘OQP B"‘IIIv

- U -
Uttaram disamasritya ya edhante nibhodha tan/

t ' -
Svetaketuh kohalasca vipulo devalastatha//

- Mbh.Anu.165/43~45(Cr.ed.13/151/

36-38a)

Tasminneva tu dharmatma vaSat%%ma tapodhanah/
garhasthyam dharmamasthaya hyasito devalah pura//
- Mbh/Salya.50/1(Cr.ed.9/49/1)

Cf.Pt.I,Sect.I,Ch.II.Ayn.3,Group C, IV.6.

- LI —
1. Devalo nama viprarsih sarvasastrartha kovidah/

Kriyavan dharmiko nityam devabrahmanapujakah//

‘-‘
- Mbh.Santi.220(Cr.ed.12/App.19/48)

2. Asinam devalam vrddham buddhva buddhimatam varam//

(—
~ Mbh.Santi.275/2a(Cr.ed.12/267/2)

3. Tasminneva tu dharmatma vasati sma tapodhanah/

garhasthyam dharmamasthaya hyasito devalah pura//

1 — — -
Dharmanityalsx sucirdanto nyastadando mahat apah/
Karmana manasd vacd Samah sarvesu jantusu//
Akrodhano maharaja tulyanindatmas ahstU#tih/

—-— f
priyvapriye tulyavriitiryamavat s amad&ars anah//



. ——n

16)

17)

12.
13.
14-

15.

1.
2.

3.

R, - | - -
Kancane losthabhave ca samodarsi mahatapah/
- - - ! .
devanapujayan nityamatithifsca dvijaih saha/
brahmacaryaparo nityam sada dharmaparayaga@//

1
~ Mbh.salya.50(Cr.ed.9/49/1 to 4)

Mbh.Adi.1/107(Cr.ed.I/1/64).
Mbh.nroga.94/45(Cr&.ed.7/69/45).
Mbh. Vana. 85/120(Cr.ed.3/83/10).
Mbh.Santi.1/4. (Cr.ed.12/1/4),
Mbh.SEnti.292/15(Cr.ed.12/281/15).
Mbh.ASra.29/9(Cr.ed.15/36/9).
Mbh.vdyoga.ss/as(Cr,ed.5/388*/3).
Bh.P.6/15/12.

Bh.P.2/7/45a.

Bh.R.6/14/9.

Bh.P.8/4/3.

Bh.P.9/4/57.

L.P.11 according to K.K.T.p.92.
Mbh.Santi.229/5(Cr.ed.12/229/4). -

Bv.P. IV/30/84.

Mbh.Adi.53/8(Cr.ed. I/48/8).
Mbh.Sabha.4/10(Cr.ed.2/4/8).

- §
Mbh.Sabha.11/24(Cr.ed.2/125/5).
Mbh.Sabha. 53/103(Cr.ed.2/49/10).

L.

Moh.Santi.47/7(Cr.ed.12/App.66/1pre’) & Anu.167/3(Cr.ed.
13/153/13).
Mbh.Anu. 66/242(Cr.ed.3/65/22).
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7. P.P.Srsti.34/14

18) 1. Mbh.Anu.139/10(Cr.ed.13/126/10).
2. Mbh.Asra.20/1(Cr.ed.15/334).
3. Bh.P.I/19/10.
4. Bn.p.10/84/3.

19) Evamahayamasito devalo munisibttamah/

Imani_lokadvarépi yo vai bhramyati sarvada//
Idam vai devanam pEpam nikytya kitavaig saha/
dharmena tu jayo yuddhe tatparam na tu devanam//
narya mlecchanti hhégébhirmayayﬁ na carantyuta/
ajihmamaga?hgm yuddhametatsatpurugavratam//

~ Mbh. Sabha.59/9-11(Cr.ed.2/53/6-8)

20) Purve prajabhisarge tvamahurekam prajapatim/

srastaram sarvalokanamasito devalo'bravit//
- Mbh.Vana.12/50(Cr.ed.3/13/43)
Ahnustvamrsayah sarve devarsirnaradastatha/

asito devalo vyasah Svayam caiva bravisi me//

- Mbh.Bhisma.34/13(Cr.ed.6/32/13)

' ——
Avyaktam te sarirottham vyaktam te manasi sthitam/

- U |
devastvats ambhavascaiva devalastvasito 'bravit//

~ Mbh.Bhisma.68/7(Cr.ed.6/64/6).

1 e 1 -
Asito devalascaiva valmikisca mahatapah/

- ' .
markandeyasca govinde kathayantyadbhutam mahat//

'-'
~ Mbh.Santi.207/4(Cr.ed.12/200/4)



21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)‘

Vidite me duradharsa naradat devalat tatha/
Krsnadvaipayanatccaiva tatha kurupitamahat//

-
~MMbh. Asva.52/15(Cr.ed.14/51/15)

Hanih sarvavidhisfanamatmanah sukhahaituki/

1 - - -
sreyah param manusyanam devalo'dgitamiritam//

~ A.P.382/9

Trigi jyotiﬁgi puruse iti vai devalo'bravit/
apatyam karma vidya ca yatah syg?ag prajéstatag//
Amedhye vai gataprgpe é&nye jnatibhirujjhite/
dehe tritayamevaitat purugasyopayujyate//
- Mbh. Sabha.72/5-6(0r.ed.2/64/5-6)

Cf.The R.T.,Sr.No.64.

- 1 .
Pancaviisam yadetat te proktam brahmagaSatbama/
tatha tanna tatha ceti tad bhavan vaktumarhati//

— - - !
Jaigi§ayyasitasva devalasya maya srutam//

,- Y
~ Mbh.Santi.318/58-59a(Cr.ed,12/306/ -
T 56-5T) f

Durvasah kardamastvam va vasistho garga eva va/
jaigisavyo devalo va kapilo va svayam vibhuh//

- Bv.P.4/13/18
Cf.Pt.I,Sect.I,Ch.II~-A,n.1,Group A.V.1.

CfoPt- I’Sect- I,Cho II—A,n.l,Group A.V.z.



28)

29)

30)

31)

Punyapapaks ayartham hi Sahkhyajnanam vidhiyate/

‘ — —
tatksaye hyasya pasyanti brahmabhave param gatim //
. | -
- Mbh.Santi.27%/39(Cr.ed.12/267/38)

Namna vai devalah putro gggégézzg mahétapéy/
-~ K.P.Purva.19/5
Devalo bhagavan yogi pratyusasyabhavat sutah /
- K.P.Purva.16/16 !

Patni datta mahabrahman yogacaryaye dhimate/

' .
- Mbh.Harivafsa. I/18/23(Cr.ed.13/22)

' — —-
Asito devalascaiva tasminneva mahatapih/

paramam yogamasthaya ysirzogamavaptavan//

t
- Mbh.Salya.49/24(Cr.ed.9/48/23)

Asito devalascaiva tasminneva mahatapah// E
- M h.s'alxa.49/24a(0r.ed.9/48/23)
Naradah parvatascaiva devalasca mahatapah//
- Mbh.Esra.20/1 & 29/9a(Cr.ed.15/33)
Dharmanityah sucirdanto nyastadando mahatapah//
- Mbh.Salya.50/2(Cr.ed.9/49/2) :
Kancane losthakhande ca samadars ga,hatg.p_a};//
- Mb_g_._é_a;xg_. 50/4(Cr.ed.9/49/3)
Tasminneva tu dharmatma vasati sma tapodhanah// /
- Mb_g;ég}lg. 50/1(Cr.ed.9/49/1)

Asito devalaScaiva vaisampayana - eva ca/

e e e ey

1 1 — -
Jaiminisca sumantusca gatah sarve tagodhanah//
~ D.bh.1/20/3 ;

e



g

Praptavan paramam siddhim param yogam ca bharata/

A%

~ . Mbh.Salya.50/64 (Cr.ed.9/49/61)
Lebhire tapasa siddhim prasadat tasya dhimata@//
~ Mbh.Santi.292/17a(Cr.ed.12/281/15)
Kapilopantaratamo devalo dharma Esurip/
Maricipramukhﬁécénye §;§dhe55y pEradaréina@//
- Bu.P.9/a/57-58
Ete pare ca siddhesascaranti jﬁinahetavak.x//
- Bh.P.6/15/12
Te 'bhijagmurnahatuanah g;gggég,brahmargisaxtaméy// !

L
. - Mbh.Santi.1/4(Cr.ed.12/1/3b) ‘

‘1
32) Mbh.Salya.50/1 to 69 (Cr.ed.9/49/1-65)

t -
33) Asito devalascaiva sadete brahmavadinah/

- Bd.P.1/2/32/113, V.P.Vol.I,

———

59/103, M. P.145/107

34)  Brahmis tho devalaScaiva kandarpasamasundarah/
- Bv.P.IV.30/60Db

Asitasyaikaparnayam brahmisthah samapadyata/

~ L.P.63/53b,V.P.11.8.27,Bd.P.2/3/8/32

Devalam susuve sa tu brahmistham jnanasaiyuta/
- Bd.P.2/3/10/19b

Devalam susuve Sa tu brahmistham manasam subatam/

— V.P.VOI. II.llrsl'T :

Te 'bhijagmurmahatmanah siddh@h brahmarsisattamah/

- Mbh.Santi.1/4(Cr.ed.12/1/3h)



35)

36)

37)

Vignibhuta yada rogﬁ? prSdurbhﬁtE@ éariripﬁm/

tapopav asad hyayanabradmacaryavy at?iyu? Em//

Tada bhﬁte§vanukoéam puraskrtya maharsayah/

sametabpupyakarmanﬁp péréve himavatah gubhe//

gargya? éEPQilyakaquinyau vakgirggxglggalavau//
‘ - C.S.Sutra.I.5-9

Vistarabhihatam dairghyam rasim vastostu karayet/
krtva ca vasubhirbhagam §e§am caiv&yamadiéet//
Punargupitama§?5hhir¥k§abhagam tu bhajayet/
Yatcchesam tadbhaved ?ggam bhagairh@tva vyayain bhavet/y
Rksam caturgunam krtva navabhirbhagaharitam/
éegamaméam vijaniyat devalasya matam yatha//

~ G.P.1/46/26

s
Brhaspatimrti(Reconstructed), K.V.Rangasvami Aiyangar
» A -

Introduetion, p.79.
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C. DEVALA — AN ANCIENT AUTHORITY ON DHARMAY -
§ e
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Devala is one of the most prominent & ancient autho¥it

]
" A

on Dharma.

/;

REFERENCE TO DEVALA BY 'SANKARACARYA, ANANDAGIRI & GOVINDANANDA :

! - -
Sankaracarya, one of the most important & reliablc ancient

anthorities, explicitly mentions Devala, as a dharmggﬁtrakﬁral

who had accepted the doctrine of pradhana, being the cause of
¥
the world.He also remarks2 at another place, that some sistas,

who were followers of yveda, had accepted the Qradhénakaranavada.

The commentatﬁrsg, Anandagiri & Govindananda, while commenting

- -
upon the words in the sankarabhasya, distinetly mention Devala

1
etc., to be such a sista, the follower of yveda, as referred to by

! i
Safnkaracarya.

Thus Devala was an ancient dharmasutrakara, who had dealt

with the saflkhya tenets in his own treatise. In conformity with

T - - - -
the above statements of sahkaracarya & the commentators (Anandagiri
& Govindananda), numerous prose & verse quotations of Devala, are

found® in which sahkhya tenets are dealt with.

DEVALA & LISTS OF SMRT IKARAS :

Devala was also an ancient, reputed §g£§i§§£@. (1) He is
mentioned as a smrtikara in the lists, those of eighteen® & twenty-
one® smrtikiras. (2) Devala is mentioned in the 1ist of thirty-six
smrtikgras7. (3) But it is a fact that Devala is not mentioned

[, ! ;
in the 1ists, those ascribed to Yajnavalkya (I.4/5), Sankha-likhita |



) - -1
(v.M.(P),ps16), Paithinasi (V.M.(P.),p.15/16), Parasara (I.12 to 15)!

ete. These 1lists are only illustrative & selective & hence are not

at all exhaustive. The remarks of the Smrticandrikae are noteworthy

here.

Like the Smrticandrika, other commentators & digest-writers

were also equally aware of the fact that the lists of Smriikaras
were not exhaustive & hence they tried to make their enumerations
exhanstive as far as possible, by mentioning various other lists.
They also enumerated the names of §g£§1§§§g§, who were not mentioned{
in the several lists, quoted by them. They also introduced the |
names of these other smytikéras, on the strength of the word

— H
'adi'g, occuring at the end of the 1list, presented by safikhalikhita.

(4) Moreover, Ballaasena™’ & PrataparudradeVallalso mention

Devala, among the smrtikaras, enumerated by them.
smriikaras

' -— Ll
(5) Almost all the commentators (excepting Visvarupa & Medha-
tithi) & the digest-writers refer to & quote prefusely, the opiniomns
of Devala, on different topics. Generally, all of them, have

regarded Devala 10 be a distinguisned authority on Dharma.

PRINTED DEVALASMRTI : '

There is a printed Devalasmrtilz, of about ninety verses,

dealing mainly with the problem of readmittance by purification
of the Hindus, converted to Islama. The availability of this
text also proves Devala 1o be an imporitant ancient authority on

Dharma.



Thus, Devala is one of the famous & outstanding authorities

L
in the field of Dharmasasitra.




2)

3)

4)

REFERENCES

Bh.S.S.1/4/28, Cf.Pt.I,Sect.I, Ch.II~A,ns .1l,Group A-V.2.a for

quotation.

] - -
Vaidikasya darsanasya pratyasannatvad..... .
- - H t . t
Vedanusaribhisca kaiscicchistaih kenacidamsena
Parigrhitatvad pradhanakaranavadam.....

- Bh.S5.S8.2/1/4/12
Cf.Pt.I,Seect.I,Ch. IT~A.V.2.: & & for guotations.
cf.R.T.I1I1.6

Visnuh parasaro daksah samVartavyésahErEtag/
satatapo Vasi§§ha;ca yamépastambagautamé@//

Devala@/%aﬁkhalikhitau bharadvajoéaﬂotrayay/
s aunako vajnavakyaseca da§E§§au sm;tikériké?//

~ D.XK.{F.193a),4.R.P.(D.V.) Part III

pP.164.

Vasistho naradascaiva sumantusca pitgmahay/
babhruh karsnajinih satyavrato gargyabca Qevalagé/
Jamadagnirbhardvajah pulastyah pulahah kratuh/
Etreyap chagaleyasca maricirvatsa eva ca//
paraskaraygyaéyﬁgau Vaijavapastathaiva ca/

ityanye smytikartara ekaviiéatiriritﬁ@//

- V.M.(P.),p.18, V.M. (Yaj.V.),p.17.
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7) "In the account given of the sahhitas in that encyclopaedic

work, p@dmapurana, the name of Atri, which is seen in

Yajnavalkya's 1ist, is omitted, & the number of thirty-six,
is completed by adding, Marici, Pulastya, Praceta, Bygu,
iNarada, Kﬁéyapa, Viévémitra, Devala, $§ya§?hga, Gargyas
Baudhayana, Paithinasi, Jabali, Sumantu, Paraskara,lokaksi,
Kn§humi". ) '

. '
~ The Dharmasastra — Hindu Religious

Codes, Manmath Nath Dutt, Vol. I,

Intro.p.ii.

8) Kimiyam parisahkhya [- Ma evam / Tatha sati vatsa-marici-devala,
pgraskarapulastya—pulaha—kratn—?fyaé?ﬁga—éaﬁkhalikhita—cchagaleyg—
dinam dharmaééstraprapetyévam na éyat/ Na ca tath&gtiti vacyamn/ |
Te§§mapi vedamﬁlasm?tiéastrapra?etytVena manvadibyo'vi§e§§t// |

- Smr.C.I.p.2 & P,M, I.p.1l08 for
similar remarks.

9) éaﬁkhalikhitagranthau Ediéabdegrﬁhyaécaite-budha—ggzglgrsoma—
jamadagni~visvamitra-prajapat i-vrddhasatatipa-s unantu-paithinas i
pitﬁmaha~baudh§yana;chigaleya—j5b51a~cyavana~mariciukaéyapay//

- K.K.B.p.24(Cf.also X.R.P.29,

H.V.Adhyaya 1,p.19, V.M. (P)p.16,

B.B.Acara,pp.9-10.



10) Manum vasistham samvartam yéjﬁavalkyam ca gautamam/

11)

12)

U
(o]

katyayanam ca jabalam vyasam dgnab?haspatim//
Byhadvasig?ham haritam pulastyam ui§§umeva ca/ !
éﬁtﬁtapam yamam yogiyajnavalkyam ca devalam//

-~ Introductory verses, Q§;§§.V01.I,p.é

- - - t o

ManVangirovyasagautamatreyayamavasig?hadak§asamvartasatatapa
parEéaraviﬁgvépastambaharitaéahkhakatyﬁyanagurumﬁracetonﬁrada~
yogiéVarabodhéyanapitamahasumantukaéyapababhru~@ai?hﬁnasivyﬁr
ghrapadasa1yavratabharadv53agErgyakErégEjinijébﬁli~jamadagni~
langaksivatsamaricidevalaparaskaralikhitachagaleyatribhih
pragftﬁ? sm?tayay//

- S.V.Vya.II.p.13

Cf.Pt.I,8ect.I,Ch.I,n.3.
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D.. DEVALA - HIS DATE

Many perplexing problems arise, while determining the dates
of most of the authors & works of ancient Sanskrit literature.
The date of Devala & the present recomstructed text is also not
exempt from such perplexing problems & controversies. Here, an
attempt is made to determine the date of Devala, with the help
of some external & internal evidences. The problem of the date
of the present reconstructed text will be separately dealt with

in the next chapter.

OPINIONS OF 'SCHOLARS ABOUT THE DATE OF DEVALA :

(1) Pandita Udayavira Shastri1 has tried to fix the date
of Devala. His arguments are briefly mentioned below :
(i) Devala is mentioned in the traditional list of Sankhya
teachers in the ME?haravygﬁi, The words of Maghazaz suggest that
Devala was very much earlier than jgvgxgkggga. Many other

Sahkhyacaryas are believed to have flourished between Devala.

- -
& Isvarakrsna,on the basis of the word prabhrti, used by Mathara
in his commentary.

(ii) Devala is frequently mentioned in the Mahabharata,

where his relation with the Saﬁkhzg philosophy is quite evident.

(iii) There is no quotation of Devala, ‘that has any kind of
similarity with the Safkhya-karika, according to him; while
he has pointed out that many satras of Devala, are similar to

or even identical with those of the Sankhyasutra & the Tattvasamasa.




e e T

He believes that Devala had these two works before him. He arrives

3

at the conclusion” that Devala was a Salkhyacarya, of a period,

[

quite earlier than that of iévapakrgqa. He was much earlier than {

s e 0

the date of the Mghabharata war .

(2) Referring to the above view of Pandita Udayavira Shastri
of placing Devala, in a period,'much earlier before second century
B.C.¥ Dr.T.G.Mainkar5 regards it to be “a view, which appears
as hardly convincing". He further adds,'"Devala & Tévaraky%ga appear
t0 have flourished in time quite close to each other's & it would

be too much to regard as many centuries, having elapsed between

the two, on the strength of the remark from Mathara". He also

remarks, "Not only the list as seen in the Matharavrtti,is rather
curious, but the word ’'prabhrti' even when talken with the absence

|
of Isvarakrsna, indeed cannot suggest any wide chronological gap".

(3) Dr.Hara Dutt Sharma® & (4) Dr.Vrajamohana Chaturvedi'
opine that Mathara's quotation can only establish Devala's

priority to iévarakygpa & nothing else.

It is clear that all the above scholars agree upon

-1
the point that Devala was earlier than Isvarakrsna® (about 200 A.D.).

Mm.P.V.Kaneg, however, is of the opinion that Devaladharma-

- ' -
sutra was not only earlier than Sankaracarya, but was also
regarded as early as (if not earlier than), the sﬁtraslo, based l

purely on logic or the Atomic Theory". )

For the solution of the problem of date of Devala, some
external & internal evidences are given below :

P o ama e o % e e A€ T e e Ol Ak e, o



EXTERNAL EVIDENCES : §
11’

1

(1) Devala is frequently quoted & referred to by Vijﬁéneévara
(1080 A.D./1100 A.D,), Lakgmidhara (1100 A.D,/1130 A.D.), Apararka
(1100 A.D./1130 A.D.), Jimutavahana (1100 A.D./1150 A.D.), Balldlase-
na(1158 A.D./1183 A.D.), Hemadri (1260 A.D./1270 A.D.), Madhava
(1300 A.D,/1386 A.D.) & most of the other later digest-writers
& commentators. Most of them have accepted Devala to be one of |
the most prominent Smrtikaras. This clearly indicates that Devala

was definitely earlier than 1lth century A.D.

! [
(2) Sankaracarya refers to Devala in his commentary on the

Brahmasitras'® & states that some dharmasitrakaras, like Devala

etc. accepted in their own treatises, the doctrine of pradhana,
being the cause of the world. This remark undoubtedly proves thab
the work of Devala, containing the exposition of Sahlkhya tenets
was known at leaét to the reversed éaﬁkaracgrya & hence was defini- |
tely earlier than he, who is generally believed to have flourished

in the 8th century A.D.

N ! » -
There is also another implication of the remarks'? of Sahkara—
- - - ' - -
carya. The Sutrakara & Sahkaracarya had to take great pains

in refuting the pradhanakaranavada; as some dharmasutralkaras like

Devala, accepted it in their own treatises; No such special

effort was necessary for refuting the anukaranavﬁda; as it was

not so accepted by them. These words of Safikaracarya imply
that even the Atomic theory was there before Devala & others, but

they neglected it & gave importance to the pradhanalkaranavada.

Iy ' -~
Thus the remarks of Sahkaracarya indirectly imply that Devala,

DL e B T I [

was later than the founders of Nyaya & Vaidesika schoolsl3 ?
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(3) Devala is mentioned in the list of Safkhyacaryas,

68”':

given by Mathara in his commentary on Sahkhya-karika. The statement’

of Mathara'?®, distinctly exhibits the priority of Devala to

-e !
Isvarakrsna (about 200 A.D.).

(4) Devala is frequently mentionedl® in the Mahabharata. He

is described thewe as a Sahkhyacarva, the expounder of

Saﬁkhxa knowledge & also as a great yogin, possessing miraculous

powers of Yoga. Prof.Winternit216 places the present Mahabharata

between 400 B.C. to 400 A.D. Ibvala was a famous personality
at least during the period of the Mahabharata. Probably a work

on Dharma, embodying the doctrine of Sankhya & Yoga philosophy

was also ascribed to the same renowned personality.

INTERNAL EVIDENCES :

(1) The moksa prakarana (fifth) of the third adhyaya of the

present reconstructed text reflects upon the philosophical specu-

lations of the author. The exposition of the Safkhya & Yoga

doctrines is to0 be found in it. It is notg@worthy that the author
admitsl7 his indebtedness to many voluminous & recondite Tantra~

works of Safkhva & Yoga for his exposition of the same im the

above portion. This distinctly points out that his exposition

is not based upon the Sahkhyakarika, (which also admits like

Devala, its indebtedness to some ancient Tantrals), nor upon

the extant Sahkhyasutras or the Tativasamasa.These three extant

- — . - -
Safikhya~thorkscan never be admitted to be 'Visalani gambhirani

tantrani'. Therefore, Devala is earlier than the earliest

extant Safikhya work, namely, the Safikhya-karika (about 200 A.D.).

E

H
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The 0pinion19 of Pandita Udayavira Shastri that Devala is

earlier than the Salikhyakarika is quite proper, but his view i

3

that Devala is indebted to the extant Safhkhyasutra & the Tattvasamasa

is not acceptablc; as Devala has declared, as noted previously,
his indebtedness to the ancient, voluminous & recondite Tantras

of Sahkhya & Yoga & not t0 the extant sutras.

The above internal evidence is also corroborated by the
external evidence (Wo.4), about reference to Devala in the

U |
Matharavriti, suggesting Devala to be earlier than Isvarakrsna.

(2) Moreover, the elucidation of Yoga-tenets is also

based upon the ancient works of Sahkhya-yoga. It is not in accordance

t

with the extant Yogasutra of Patanjali. The definitions & explana-
tions of numerous terms of Yoga, do not exhibit any influence
of the Yogasutra on Devala. Hence Devala is earlier than the

extant Yogasutra of Pataﬁja1120(147 B.C. to 400 A.D.).

(3) Though Devala expounds the Sahkhya & Yoga philosophy,

he describes the grahman21 as the ultimate state to be reached.

The Sahkhyakarika & the Yogasutra. (and other traditional extant

works on Sahkhya & Yoga systems) do not admit the above doctrine.

- |
While the expositions of Safkhya in the Caraka (Sarira,I.154/155,

t 1
V.21,V.34) & the Buddhacarita of Asvaghosa (XII.65) admit like

Devala that the ultimate state to be reached, is ggggggﬁ?'This
fact, further, indicates that the exposition oﬁnevala is not in
conformity with the traditional Safikhya & Yoga philosophy, as
found in their extant works, but is based upon some ancient

works of those systems, which accepted the Brahman as the ultimate

reality, though not the material cause.of the worl@... - - -comown



CONCLUS ION :

On the basis of the above evidences, it can be maintained
that Devala, the author of the present work on Dharma, flourished

in a period, earlier than that of the Sahkhya-karika of

- ! - -
Isvara~krsna (200 A.D.), & the Yogasutra of Patanjali

(between 150 B.C. to 400 A.D.).
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