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A. DEVALA - AN ANCIENT REPUTED SAGE

INTRODUCTORY :

Devala is one of the most famous personalities in the ancient 

Sanskrit literature. He is a renotuned vedic seer & a highly- 
celebrated sage, referred to in the Vedas, the smrtis, the 

Mahabharata & the Puranas. He is also referred to in the works 
on Dharmasastra, Jyotisa, Vedanta, Saftkhya, Ayurveda etc. Here 

is an attempt to collect & study such references to Devala, in the 

literature mentioned above. The study of these references will 
not only throw light upon the antiquity of the sage, Devala, 
but also upon the historical background associated with him.
In the present section (II.A), the available references to Devala, 

are classified & arranged in the chronological order & in the next 
section (II.B), the life, personality & activities of Devala, 

reflected in such references are dealt with.

EXPLICIT REFERENCES TO DEVALA ;

(l) Numerous references are found in the above-mentioned 
Sanskrit literature, where Devala is explicitly, mentioned'* 1'.

DEVALA1S ASSOCIATION WITH ASITA - A PROBLEM :

There are several references, where Devala is associated with 

Asita. Here in such references, the problem arises - whether,
(l) Asita is identical with Devala & is one personality only, or



(2) Asita & Devala are two distinct personages. Hence to make 

clear the nature of this problem, & to suggest a probable solution 

of it, the references, where Devala is associated with Asita are 

arranged in three separate groups : (l)(Group B) where Asiata 

Devala is one personality, (2)(Group C) where Asita & Devala 

are distinct sages & (3)(Group D) References, that are ambiguous.

(1) DEVAEA. IDENTICAL WITH ASITA & ASITA DEVALA :

2In these references , the terms, Asita, Asita Devala & Devala 

are freely used to denote an identical personality.

(2) ASITA & DEVALA - TWO DISTINCT SAGES ;

3Here at some places , the terms Asita & Devala are clearly 

employed with reference to two different seers or sages.

(3) AMBIGUOUS REFERENCES ;

The term Asita Devala is also ambiguously mentioned at some 
4places , where it is not clear whether the term stands for one 

sage only or two distinct sages.

OPINIONS OF: ■SCHOLARS ABOUT THE PROBLEM :

5Pandita Fdayavira Shastri maintains the view of the identity 

of Asita & Devala, on the strength of some references from the 

Mahabharata.



Dr.Rama Suresh Pandey6 has also dealt with this problem. He

examines some references from the Mahabliarata & the Pur anas &.....11 "Ul1"1"1" ■u,"m 1 n' rri"" n'mi •

opines that it is difficult to arrive at any definite conclusion , 

regarding the relation of Asita & Devala; as there are quite 

contradictory descriptions. They can be at the most reconciled 

on the basis of some imagined principle, but the places of 

identity (between Asita & Devala), are beyond all explanation.

REMARKS ;

The partial & one-sided view of Pandita. Udayavira Shastri is
7quite unacceptable, as there are numerttous references , where 

Asita & Devala are treated clearly as two distinct sages. The 

balanced view of Dr.Pandey is reasonable, but is inconclusive & 

hence unacceptable.

EVIDENCE OF SRAPTASBtRAS :

t _ _ «
The Srautasutrakaras , however, do not seem to have felt 

any such problem about their identity or difference. All of them, 

have undoubtedly declared Asita & Devala, as two different seers. 

They have maintained a long standing tradition of understanding 

Asita & Devala as two distinct Pravara seers, belonging to the 

Sandilya group (avantaragana) , of the kasvaoa school (gana) . 

Almost all the writers on Dharmasastra have followed the same 

tradition. Such a long unbroken tradition, coming from the ancient 

sutrakaras, down to the latest Nibandhakaras. should not be ignored 

This tradition, .maintained by the Vaidikas. in an oral manner, 

through the sutras of various recensions, is very authentic,
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reliable, & conclusive. Moreover, it is also supported by the 

references in 'Group C', referred to previously. Hence, Asita & 

Devala are two distinct seers.

It must be noted here that the srautasutras have incorporated 

two traditions, regarding the relation of Asita & Devala. The two 

orders, (as Asita-Daivala & Daivala-Asita) in which they are 

mentioned, indicate that Devala was both a - predecessor & a 

successor of Asita. This chronology is also supported by the 

following evidences.

(1) The phrase 'Asita Daivalah' occurring in the Tandya
’ ............ ' • •

— — 9 -Mahabrahmana , is interpreted by Sayana, in his commentary on the 
same. According to him10, Daivalah means the son of Devala & he 

is Asita by name. Hence the phrase 'Asito Daivalah* refers to 

the seer Asita, who is the son of Devala. Thus Asita was a son of 

Devala.

(2) The Pur anas also record * a tradition that Devala was 

a son of Asita.

Hence the phrase 'Asito Daivalah* refers to seer Asita, 

the son of Devala. The term 'Daivalah* is an adjective of Asita 

in such cases. But in the phrase, 'Asito-Devalah* the term

Asita is used as an adjective of Devala; as he was the son
12 _ _ 

of Asita' . The Mahabharata & the Puranas also describe Devala

to be the son of Pratyusa & others. Hence to distinguish Devala, 

the son of Asita, from Devala, the son of Pratyusa & others, he 

was specifically mentioned as Asita Devala.



The whole problem about identity & difference, between 
Asita & Devala, can be solved in the above manner.

Thus Devala was an ancient reputed sage, who was evidently
distinct from Asita.



REFERENCES

r t

1. Group A - (References to Devala) )
i

■ SI. The Vedic Literature - t
i

SS.2/l7-seer of this Mantra J

(Cf.Sukla Ya,1urveda» (Satvalekar edition), Raisuoih on p.204)1
•* j

Cf.also 'Yam paridhim devala agneylm tristubham j
* • i

viradrupam yajurantamgneh priyam yajuh' |
_ j

- S arvanukramas utr a 1.7 j

|
. II. The Smrtis - *

’ ICf.Pt.I, Sect.I, Ch.II.C for some references from,Smrtis &

Smrti Literature. j
1

III. The Mahabharata - s j

1. Pratyusasya viduh putramrsim namna'tha devalam/ j
* * * * £

Dvau putrau devalasyapi ksamavantau manisinau// I
# * * Ij

-Mi. 66/26 (Cr.ed. 3/60/25) J

-Harlvatea 3/44 (Cr.ea. :a/37)
j

2. Yavlyan devalasaiva vane bhftrata tapasyati/ Idi. 182/2a , j
(Cr.ed.1/174/2). j

I
3. Trlni jyotimsi purusa iti vai devalo’bravlt/

* * * ' f
“ Sabha. 75/5a (Cr.ed.2/64/5a) j

, _ , j
'4. Dvaipayano naradasca devalasca mahanrsih/

, - • ♦ * * |
-Santi.l/4a (Cr.ed.12/l/4a). t



5. (a) Devalo nama viprarsiii sarvaSas^rarthakovidah/

(b) Anekamunayo rajan samprapta devalas ramam/
(c) Kanyartham Devalam capi s ighram tatragato‘bhavat/
(d) Yathanyayam ca sampujya devalah pratyabhasata/ [
(e) Tadvijnaya pita tasya devalo munis attamah/ \

(f) Devala uvaoa// I

(g) Ityuktva pradadau tosmai devalo munipungavah// l
* L

-Santi.220(Cr.Ed.12/app.19/48-130)

_ t i » . f6. De^alah kasyapaseaiva hastikasyapa eva ca/
• v-Ann.13 9/116(Cr.ed.13/l26/llb)

7. Svetaketuh kohalasca vipulo Devalastatha/
-Anu. 165/456(Cr .ed. 13/l5l/l38a)

8. Vidito me sudurdharsa naradat devalattatha/
-Asva. 52/l5 (Cr. ed. 14-/ 5l/l 5a)

9. Naradah parvatascaiva devalasea mahatapah/
• ' t

-Asra.2l/lb(Cr.ed.15/26/l)
10. do-

-Asra.2 9/9a(Cr.ed.15/3 6/9a)
I ^ — —11. Adhahsirah sarpamali maharsih sa hi devalah

• • • • ' "... i>"

-Udyoga.83/65(Cr.ed.5/388*/3)

IV. The Paranas

1. Pratyusad devalo jajfle/ -A. P.18.40
2. Devalo bhagavan yogi pratyusasyabhavat sutah/

* *

-K.P. Purva. 16/l6a
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3. Pratyusasya rsih putro vibhurnamna'tha devalah/

• • * * *

- M.P.5/37

4. Purojavascanilasya pratyusasya tu devalah/
I

- MJ?. 203/7 j

5. Pratyusasya viduh putramrsim nanHRa ca devalam/ |
» * • •

dvau putrau devalasyapi ksamavantau manisinau/
• » •

-Bd. P. (Venk, ed. ) 3/3/27, V^P.Vo 1. II, 

5/26, Vsn.P, 1/15/117

6. Sreyah param manusyanam devala'dgitamlritam/
• • •

-A. P.382/9b

7. Medhatithirdevala arstiseno bhardvajo gautamah pippaladah
• V • • • •

-Bh.P. l/19/lOa
t *

8. Saubharyutafikas ibidevalaplppaladas arasvatoddhavaparasara-

bhurlsenab/
• * • 1

-Bh.P. 2/7/45a

9. Dbis anayam vedasIro devalam vayunam manum/
* • ......

-Bb.P.6/6/296

10. Srutam dvaipayanamukhat naradad devaladapi/

-Bh.P. 6/14/ 9b
1

11. Mukto devalasapena huhurg and h arv as at t am ah/

-Bh.P. S/4/3Tb

12. Kapilopantaratamo devalo dharma asurih/
•

-Bh.P.9/4/57b

13. Devala yamadutasea salahkayanabaskalah/
'T • •

-Bd.P.2/3/66/72b

L.
fc-i.cr.r*
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14. Vijayam roeanam caiva vardhamanam ca devalam/

- Bd, P.2/3/71/1821)

15. 'Sesariiam^am vijaniyad devalsya matam yatha/

- G. P.l/46/26b

16. Purvamukham tu talliiteam devalena pratisthitaffl/

- L.P.ll quoted in K.IC.T.P.92 j
17. Tasya..........’bhavad bharya devalasyatmaja subha/ I

- MJP. 20/26a j

18. Yijayam romamanam ca vardhamanam tu devalam/ <
if

v. ■ !
- M'.P.46/i7a ' |

19. Devagarbham ca hotaramagnldhram caiva devalam/ j

- P.P.Srsti.34/14 . J
, ,rr“

20. Usijo brhadukthyasca devalah kavireva ca/ \
• 1 ||

- V.P.Vol.1,23/192 I
f
sj

21.............. Tasya ca pariyatrakah pariyatrakad f

devalo devalad vaccalah/ j
- Vsn.P.4/4/l06. *

- - - - |The works on Sankhya. Vedanta & Dharmasastra : 3

1. Sisyaparamparayagatamiti/ Kapil adasurina praptamidam jnanara/ 

.Jtatah pancas ikhena, t as mad bhargavolukavalmikiharita

devalaprabhrtlnagatam/ Tatastebhya isvarakrsneha praptam/
■ • • * •

- Mathara«-Vntti, on Saft.Ka.71,p.84
~ " •1 1 # 1" ""r " " ' ”'

/ \ t t
2. Ka.) Devalaprabhrtibhisca kaiscid dharmastLtrak§raih

• *

— *svagranthesvasritah/

- B.S.S.1/4/28

ki(para's
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(b) ___Pradhanakaranavadah sistairdevaladibhih. satkaryatvafl^ena

« « i • *

svikrta iti prbalatvadupadelsah/
• • *

- Ratnaprabha on B.S.S.2/1/4/12
(c) Dev alaprabhrt ayah sis tab/

- Ananda£1 r iy avy akhyj, on B.S.S. 
2/l/4/l2

!„3. The works on Dharmasastra contain numerous inferences, along 
with profuse quotations of Devala (cf.Pt.I,Sect.II,& Part II)

2) Group B (References to Asita-Devala)

I. The Vedic Literature -
1. Atha yamlretabhirva asitaya devalayeme loka arvancasea 

paraiicasca prabhuh/
- K.S.22/11

2. Atha yamih/ Etabhirva asitaya daivalayeme lokah arvancasea 
parancasea prabhuh/

- K.K.S.35/5
3. (a) Praini saumahito madhucchanda vai^vamitro's.ito daivalo

ya u canye tasya hantikam didiksate/
- J.B.3/270 notes Devala as variant 

for Daivala
(b) Atha has it a daivala uvacaitam evaham camas am avaksa iti/

•te//
.yad va asito daivalo ' pasyat, tasmad as it amit yakhyaya;

- J.B.3/271

I
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(c) Asitam bhavati //8// Asito va etena daiv alast r ay anam

lokanam drstimapasyat/ Trayanam kamanamavarudhya
• * • •

asitam kriyate/

- Tan.M. B.XIv/ll/18-19

(d)'Adityam garbham* (K.S.240/l0,S.2/l0/l7/l) ityasitasya

devalasva yavistliasya cagneh// Caranlyamantrarsadliyaya
« • • "u"» *

p.ll, line 11

II. The Mahabharata :

1. Naradosravayad devan asito devalah pitrn/

- Adi.P.l/l07b(Cr.ed.l/l/64)

2. Naradam ca puraskrtya devalam casitam munim/
Cr.ed.

- Sabha.P.53/l0bX2/49/l0b)

3. Evamahavamasito devalo munisattamah/
— «

- Sabha. P. 59/9a (Cr. ed. 2/53/6a)

4. Srastaram sarvalokanamasito devalo'bravit/
* • ■ 11 ' 1- -n-ir

- Vana.12/50b(Cr.ed.3/l3/43b)

5. Devastvatsambhavaseaiva devalasvasjto1bhavit/

- Bhisma.68/76 (Cr,ed.6/64/6b)

6. Asito devalascaiva tasminneva mahatapah/

- Salya. 49/24-a ( Cr. ed. 9/48/23a )

7. . ' Garhasthyam dharmamas thaya hyasito devalah pura/
—■ -ir

“ Salya.50/lb (Cr.ed.9/49/lb)

Devalasyasrame raja nyavasat sa mahadyutih/
1

- Salya.50/6b (Cr.ed.9/49/6a)

Devalo darsayanneva naivayunjata dharmatah/

“ Salva.50/8a (Cr.ed.9/49/7b)

Jaigisavyam munivaram na dadarsatha devalah/
- Salva • 50/9a. (Cr.ed. 9/49/8b )........... _
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Up at is that a dharmajno bhaiks ale ale sa devalam/
• * • ii-urrr-ii

- Salya. 50/lOa(Cr.ed. 9/49/9h) 

Devalastu yathasakti pujayamasa bharata/

- dalya.50/llb(Cr.ed.9/49/lla) 

Kadaeit tasya nrpate devalasya mahatmanah/

- Salva.50/l2b(Cr.ed.9/49/l2a)
I _ *

Antariksacaraii sriman kalasam grhya devalah

- Salya.50/l5a(Cr.ed.9/49/l4b) 

It ye v am eintayamasa mahars iras it as tad a/

- Salya. 50/l7b(Cr.ed.9/49/l7a) 

Asito devalo raj ams cint ayamas a buddhiman/

— -Salva. 50/22b(Cr .ed. 9/49/22a) 

Jijnasartham tada bhiksorajaiglsayyasya devalah/
V • • •

- Salya.50/25b(Cr.ed.9/49/24b)

Tato'sitah susamrabdho vyavasayi drdhavratah/
* • • •

Apasyad vaidivam yantam jaigisavyam sa devalah/
t • •

- Sglya.50/27(Cr.ed.9/49/26)

Tesam lokesvapasyaeca jaigisavyam sa devalah/
• • • •

- Salya.50/36a,38a & 39a

(Cr.ed. 9/49/34,36,37)

Salokatamanupraptamapas yata tato’sitah/

- Salya. 50/40a(Cr.ed.9/49/38)

Tani s arvanyatltani samapasyat tato lsitah/
• •

- Salya. 50/41a(Cr.ed. 9/49/39)

Lokanapasyad gaeehantam jaigisavyam tato *sitah/
• *

- Salya.50/42a(Cr.ed.9/49/40)



Tato munivaram bhuyo j aigIs avvamathasitah/

- Salva.50/43b(Cr.ed.9/49/42a)

So ’eintayan mahabhago jaigisavyasya devalah/

- Salva. 50/44b (Cr.ed. 9/4-9/43a)

Asito*prc chat a tada siddha&llokesu sattaman/
* •

- Salva.50/4Sb(Cr.ed.9/49/44a)

Srnu devala bhutartham sa&satain no drdhvrata/
• <* • •

- Salya.50/47b(Cr.ed.9/49/46a)

Asito devalasturnamutpapata papata ea/ (Cr.ed.9/49/47b)

tatah siddhasta uourhi dovalam punareva ha/

- Salva.50/49(Cr.ed.9/49/48a)

Na devala gatistatra tava gantum tapodhana/

- Sjtlya.50/50a(Cr.ed.9/49/48b)

Tesaia tad vaeanam srutva siddhanam devalah punah/
* "• •

- Salya. 50/51a(Cr.ed.9/49/49a)

Pravisanneva cap as ya j j aig is avy am sa devalah/
1....

- Salva.50/52b(Cr.ed.9/49/50b) 

Tato buddhya vyaganayad devalo dharmayuktaya/

- Salva.50/53a(Cr.ed.9/49/51a) 

Tato'bravin mahatmanam jaiglsavyam sa devalah/

- Salya.50/54a(Cr.ed.9/49/52a)

Devalastu vacah srutva bhutanam karunam tatha/
• •

“ Salva. 50/58b(Cr.ed.9/49/56a) 

Iti niseitya manasa devalo rajasattama/

- Salva.50/62b(Cr.ed.9/49/60a) 

Evamadini sancintya devalo niscayat tatah/

- ’Salva. 50/63b (Cr.ed. 9/49/61a)



Jaigisavyam tap® nasti vismapayati yo'sitam/
• ^

- Salya. 50/66b(Cr.ed.9/49/63b) 

Evam pr ab havocLharmat ma j aig is avyas t at hag it ah
t■ • •

~ ialya. 5°/68b

8. Jaigisavyasya samvadamasitasya ca bharata/

- Santi.229/3b(Cr .ed.X2/222/3b)

Akrudlavantamahrsyantamasito devalo♦bravlt/
• *

- Santi.229/4b(Cr.ed.12/222/4b) 

Devala Uvaoa/ before verse 5

- Sint1.22 9/5 
— *Nindatsu ca sama nityam prasafli-satsu ca devala

- Sinti.229/8a(Cr.ed.X2/222/8a) 

Samprapatanam ca pujyanam kamadarthesu devala/

- Santi.229/lla(Cr.ed.l2/222/lla)

9. Naradasya ca s amvad am devalasvas itasya ca/

- Santi.27 5/b/Cr.e d.12/2 67/lb) 

Asinam devalam vrddham buddhva buddhimatam varam/

- Santi.275/2ft(Cr.ed.l2/267/2a)

Asita Uvaca//

- Santi.27 5/be fore verse 4

(cr.ed.12/267/before 4)

10. Asito devalaseaiva praha pandusutam nrpam/
...................... —1 -i # 9 a

- Anu.18/l7b(Cr.ed.13/l8/l4a)

11. As itasyaikaparna tu deva^ya maliatmanah/

- Harivamsa.18/23a(Cr.ed.13/22)
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III The Pur anas :

Aham yuganam ca krtam dhlranam devalo’sitah/
• « *

-Bh.P.Il/l6/28a

IV The works on Jyotisa :
Numerous references & quotations of Devala are found in

i>

the works on Jyotisa. He is also referred to as Asita & 
Asitadevala.
(Cf. Pt, I,Sect. I, Ch. II-II & Pt.-’ I, Sect. II-3Y,Devaloktam

‘ !' Jyotisam & Pt.II-IV (Sources Variants of the same)
i<

3) Group C : (References to Asita & Devala as separate persons) ,

I The Vedic Literature :

1. RV.- Seer of sulctas 5 to 24 of 9th Mandala
• *

I(Cf.Sarvanukr ama in - Rgvedas ambita<Vol.V,ed.by f

Max Muller, p.609.

2. VS.- Seer of Mantra 62 in Adhyaya 33.
t _ _(Cf.Rsisucih - in - Sukla Ya.lurveda, Va.iasaneyi Samhita,

M (Satvalekar edition- pp.203-204, & Sarvanukramasutra-
_ — j>-Adhyaya 3, Su.21 -’Upasmai saumim devalo’sito va1) !

1 k
3. S-V.-seer of the following mantras - I

(a) Purvarcika (l) Agneyam - Slantras-92,93; (2) Pavamaniyam
mantras 475,476,485,486, 502, 506. |

(b) Uttararoika (l) Adhyaya 1.651-653? (2) Adhyaya II. ’
il761, V63j (3) Adhyaya V.935-937? (4) Adhyaya VI. ’
f

961-974, 999-1001; (5) Adhyaya VII.1093-1095; :
(6) Adhyara VIII.1119-1136. ;
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4. The Srautasutras -

Bodhayanah..........Ityete sandilastesam tryarseyah pravarah/
• • » • • • * .1 , _ '

.....kasyapavatsaradaivaleti va/ Kasyapavatsa£L2r :
i _ »_ _ _ /

siteti va sandilyas it adaivaleti va/ :

..........devala-vadavatsaravat kasyapavad iti va/

_ i - /Asitavadavatsaravatkasyapavaditi va/

devalavadasitavaeehandilavaditl va//
IT 1 " ..... ~ • •— ^ I m m _

Apastambadyuktam.........At ha sandilanam dvyarseyo 1
• • *

daivalasiteti/ As itavaddevalavaditi/

......... Tryarseyamu haike kasyapadaivalasiteti/

As itavaddevalavatkasvapavad it i//

Katyayanalaugaksipranltam..........tesam tryarseyah
• • • • *
_ i _ _ _pravarah, kas yap as it ad aiv ale t i sandilyasita- 

daivaleti va/ Kasyapavadasitavaddevalavadit,i/ [

Sandilavadasitavaddevalavaditi va/
« •

f _ I - -

Asvalayanoktam-s andilanam s anflilas it adaivaleti
• • • •

kasyapas itadaivaleti va/

- Gotropravaranibandhakadambam 
pp.69-72.

> — — •

II The Mahabharata :

Sandilyadevalabhyam ea maitreyena ca dhimata/
9 • • I

Asitena vabisthena kausikena mahatmana//
- Santi.47/7(Gr.ed.!2/66*/lpr.) j

i
f
i

III The Carakasaihhita : <
t
k

Atreyo g an t amah sahkhyah pulastyo nar ado 1sitah//
• * •



29

IV.

garagyah sandilya kaundinyau va-ks irdevalagalavau//
- G.S. Siitra. I.7.& 9.

The Paranas —
* i

1. As it as yaikaparnayam 'brahmisthah samapadyata/
„ * .--*•* - *- //

sandilyanam varah sriman devalah sumahayasah//
* * • * • ^- Bd.P.2/3/8/32, LJP.-63/53b & 54a - ■

— — — . reads - sumahatapah for snmanayasah,
• •

V. P.-Vol. II, 8/27,28-reads vac ah 
! _ 1 _ _srutva for varah sriman

2. As it as yaikapar na tu patni sadhvl pativrata/
Devalam susuve a a tu hrahmistham jnanasa&yuta//

• * •

- Bd.P«2/3/10/18b & 19b, V.P.Vol.II.
11.17 reads drdhavrata for pativrat

• •

manasam sutam for jnanasa&yuta.
3. As it as yailcap ar nayam brahmini samapadyata/

• •

namna vai devalah putro yogacaryo mahatapah//
* ■

- K. ?»Purva.19/5.

4. Var aprabhr t ayo deva dev alas ya pr a j as t v imah//
- V.P.Vol.II.8/29a.

5. Asitodevalascaiva sadete brahmavadinah/
• * «

" Bd.P.2/23/ll3a, M.P.145/l07a.
V. P.Vol.I.59.103b.

_ 1 _ 1 «. ,6. Kalena ca sutastasya siva&sena babhuva ha/
Brahmistho devalo nama kandarpas amas undarah/

• • 1- BV.p.4/30/60.

jeS 
•
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7. Tryars eyabhimat as e ais am sarvesam pravarah subhah/

• • • • * i « « _ _ yAsito devalascaiva kasyapasea mahatapah/

Par as p ar amav aiv ahy a rsayah pariklrtitah//
• * ♦ •

- M. P.199/19a

4) Group D (Ambiguous references) :

I. The Mahabharata -

1. Asito devalascaiva naradah parvatstatha/

- Adi.53/8(Cr.ed.1148/8a)

2. Asito devalah satyah sarpimall mahasirah/
" " 1. .1 ..I . '■■■■-r-'ini'T mmi * •

- S abha.4/l0(Cr.od.2/4/8a)

3. Asito devalascaiva .iaigisavyasca tattvavit/
1 '■ |||"",»>'"i" " r- 11 i.t--" *

- Sabha.11/24(Gr.ed.2/125 /5)

4. Asito devalascaiva markandeyo*tha galavah/
" . . . . . . . 'I-'U'U'U. "Ill l -II I # • •

- Vanal'85/lOO(Cr.ed.3/83/l03a)

5. Asito devalo vyasah svayam caiva bravisi me/
" J 'r 1 ■ ■1 r ll"10 • •

- BMsma.34/13(Cr.ed.6/32/l3b)

6. Asito devalascaiva visvamitrastathahgiraih/

- Drona.94/45(Cr.ed.7/69/45a)

7. Asito devalascaiva valmikisca mahatapah/

- Sinti.207/4(Cr.ed.12/200/4a)

8. Asito devalascaiva tatha naradaparvatau/

~ Santi.292/15a(C3%gd.l2/28l/l5a)
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9. Jaigisavyasitasya devalasya maya srutafl^

- Santi.318/59a(Cr.ed.12/306/57)

10. As ito devalascaiva dev^ajnamupagaman/

“ Anu.66/24a(Cr.ed.l3/65/22b)

11. Naradena ca raj arse devale nas itena ca/

- Anu. 167/13(Cr.ed. 13/153/13^)

II. The Puranas -

» * ,1. Asito devalasoaiva vaisampayana eva ea/

- h-hh. l/l0/3

2. Kuinaro narada rbhurahgira devalo 'sitah/

- Bh.P. 6/l5/l2

3. Dvaipayano nara^ea eyavano devalo 'sitall/

- Bh. P. 10/84/3a

5) "S abhaparvamem (4/16) yudhisthiralte Samaya aneka rsiyoihka
• * • •

sabhamem upasthita honi. bataya gaya baim/ Unamem 

devalaka ullekhabhi hai/ Isa prasanga devalake satha 

' as It a1 p ad akabhl nirdesa hai/ Asita islka namantara 

athava visesanake rupamem prayukta hota hai/

santiparva (28l/l) me* devalake satha asita padaka prayoga hai/ 

Adiparva(l/l24)membhi isaka ullekha hai/ Sabhaparvake isa 

prasangaki vastavikata vicaraniya hai/"

~ Sankhya darsanaka itihasa-p. 212
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6) "Isa pralcarake apariharya virodhl varnanoikko dekhate hue,
t _ _

as it a evam devalake visayamem niscita siddhanta sthira aahith 

kiya ja Sakata/ Kalpasiddhantake adharapara bhinnavarnanoMme 

saxaanjasya sthapita kiya ja sakata hai/ Par ant a inake aikyako 

pratipadita karanevale sthala samajhake babara hai"/

“ Mahabharata aura puraname sankhya
t

darsana. p.346.

l) Cf.references in n.3, Group C above.

8) Cf.references in n.3, Group C, 1.4 above.

9) Cf .references in n.2, f:Group B, 1.3.c.above,

10) Baivalo devalasya putrah, asito nama rsih •
• • * *

"* Savanabhasya on T. B. XIV. 11.19

11) Cf.references in n.3, Group C (IV.1,2,3,6) above.

12) Mr.Pratap Chandra hoy also translates phrase 1 Asito devalah* 

as 'Devala, the son of Asita*.

- Cf.The Mahabharata. Vol. II.

p.128, Sect.LIX.
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B. DEVALA. - LIFE, PERSONALITY. CHARACTER & CONTRIBUTION

DEVALA - A VEDIC SEER :

' i _

Devala, was a vedie seer, belonging to the Sandilya group of 
the Kaiyapa school* 1 2 3 4 *, according to the Srautasutras & the Matsya

_ * i _

Purana; & of the Kausika group of Visvamitras according to the
— 2 — _ 3Brahmanda & the Vayu-puranas .• • "J" J V 11111

DEVALA & HIS FAMILY. ;

4Devala was the son ,

(1) of Pratyusa

(2) of Asita & Ekaparna
IStkA|

(3) of Asita, obtained through the grace of the^Siva

(4) of Vasudeva & Upadevi
/ \ ~ « V ~ _
\5) of Vasudeva & Sisiravati
, , >_«(6) of Krsasva & Dhisana

(7) of Pariyatraka

(8) of the Svetavatara of the Lord .

Thus all these different traditions indicate that Devala

was the name of many different sages. He is said to have acquired

the rare & great brahmanva (i.e.being born as a brahmana), through
f 5the grace of the lord Siva .

The daughter of Himavan6 7 8, namely Ekaparna, was given in marriage
— * «7

to him. He is also said to have married Ratnamalavati, a beautiful 

daughter of king Syyajna.
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He was father8 •

(1) of two sons, who were patient & learned 1
(2) of the Niddhruvas, the SandilyaS, the Raibhyas & Vara etc. I

• •

the Gods, who are said to be his progeny^
(3) of Vaccala
(4) of Samati, a queen of the Pancala king, Brahmadatta.
(5) of a beautiful daughter, namely Suvaracala, who was given

1 :in marriage to SvetaKetu .

9His younger brother was Dhaumya , who was practising penance, 
in the forest at the Utkocaka Tirtha (the sacred place), & was
selected as a priest by Pandavas.

• •

10He was a disciple of Vedavyasa & was also described as a
Vibhuti1 (glorious manifestation) by the Lord Krsna.
T 1..r"' 1' * *

- - 12The Mahabharata mentions that he was a sage, belonging to
the Northern direction, fit to be. always remembered (nityasmaraniya).

1    ni r" •

13 — -He is said to be living at the Adityatirtha.

PERSONALITY £ CHARACTER :

14Devala was beautiful like cupid . He was active, righteous, pure, 
sell-controlled & well-versed in all Sastras. He used to always 
honour Gods, Brahmins & guests. He was a Brahmin sage, far-advanced 
in age & the best among intellectuals. He was following the life of j
a householder (grhastha) & had given up the rod (danda) i.e.

* 1
punishment. Being always free from anger, he always regarded praise# * 
censure, the pleasant & the unpleasant, the gold & a lump of clay 
as equal. He treated all creatures, as equal by the speech, mind
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& action & had thus obtained the vision of oequality towards all,

15like the God Yama. He was always intent on Pharma & Brahmacarya .
p

Devala is 
Devala1® - (l) 

(2)

(3)
!

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)
(8) 
(9)

(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)

(14)

(15)

associated with various legends & activities. ,_ _ I
narrated the Mahabharata to the Manes. |

jwas invoked by Drona, while encasing Duryodhana in an »
... I1.*

unyukerable armour. \Ewaited for Yudhisthira, at the holy places, along withrj
other sages. , |

irwent to Yudhisthira, with other sages, when the
• • i

Mahabharata war was over. , !
is said to have obtained perfection, by invoking j
the Lord Visnu with res. !j

?was one of the sages, who went to attend upon or j
serve VyaSa, who had gone to the forest, where [

jPandavas were living. p, fgreeted Srikrsna, on his nay to HagtinSpura. |
was one among the Siddhas. seeking for knowledge. |
knew the miraculous power of Yoga of Lord Visnu. ®
told Suka, the story of Citraketu. jj
cursed the gandharva, namely Huhu. jj

xcould not comprehend the Maya - the magic power of Lori.
Iis said to have instituted a phallus (Linga) at j

Varanasi. j
asked Jaigisavya, the reason of his equanimity, j
towards praise & abuse.
gave a long advice to Rambha, soliciting him for
dalliance
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17He was present -

(1) at the Sarnasa»tra of Janamejaya.

(2) in the Mayasabha.

(3) in the Brahmas abha.

(4) at the coronation of Yudhisthira•
* * 4

(5) around Bhisma at the time of his leaving the mortal 

body & also at the time of his obsequies.

(6) in the sacrifice of Gods.

^ (7) as a agnidhra at the sacrifice of Brahmadeva, at the

PuskaraKSetra.
* 1 1 '* 1 1 1■ ■

„ . . 18 He went to see -
* —

(1) Srikrsna, praetisiiag austerities.
• • •

(2) Dhrtarastra, practising penances.
* * •

(3) Pariksita practising prayopavesa

(4) Krsna & Balarama at the SyamantaPanc aka

19The view of Devala about gambling etc. is quoted in the 

Mahabharata. He is said to have declared that gambling with other ! 

gamsters, with dishonesty is a sin, but there is victory in the 

battle, with the practice of Pharma & the gambling is not based 

upon it. The civilized (aryas) do not spoil their speech, nor flo ,

they practise evil charms; T0 fight, without fraud & deception 

is indeed the vow of the good.

DEVALA - A PHILOSOPHER •

Devala was an eminent philosopher. His views, about philosophical; 

topics are frequently quoted and referred to - ;



(1) His views about the nature of God, are mentioned at many 
places, in the Mahabharata20.

(2) He believes that the final beatitude or bliss of all

human beings, lies in the abandonment of all desires of
21undertakings, resulting in the joy for oneself .

22(3) He maintains that there are three lights in a Purusa 

- viz. off-spring, karma & learning. It is only these 

three that are helpful to the person, when the dirty body, 

bereft of life-force, is left all alone by the relatives.

This can be compared with a similar view, found in the present 
23reconstructed text

DEVALA & SaMKHYA :

He was a great Sankhyacarya. He is mentioned as one of the 

traditional exponents of the Sa&khya philosophy -

(1) in the Mahabharata, with 25 spiritual principles

2 5(2) in the Brahmavaivarta purana

& (3) in the Matharavrtti. a.commentary on Sankhyakarika .

* — — 27 — —Sahkaracarya mentions . Devala as a Dharmasutrakara, who had

accepted in his treatise, the Sahkhya doctrine of Pradhana, being

the cause of theworld. Both Anandagiri & Govindananda, while
— t

commenting upon the words ~ * 1 2 Vedanus ar ibhih kaiscid sistaih*• • • •"**

occurring in Saftkharabhasva (Bh.S.2.1.4.12), mention Devala as a
I _

sista, who had accepted Pradhanakaranavada, though he was a follower 

of Veda. The quotations, arranged in the Moksa prakarana (ill.5) of
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the present reconstructed text can reflect upon the validity of the > 

above entry of Sankaracarya & his commentators. (

_ 28 — —In the Mahabharata , he expounds to Narada, the Sankhya

knowledge, destructive of merits & demerits, by which one can obtain

the Highest Goal, the unity with the Brahman. He explains that the

world, movable & immovable, is created from the five gross elements

(in ah ab hut as) & is dissolved in ihe same at the time of destruction

of the world. The five gross elements, time (kala), entity (bhava)
!

& non-entity (abhava), are the eight important factors of creation
I

& destruction. The five sense-organs, five motor organs & their
i

functions are described in detail. The five sense-organs, the oitta. ' 

the mind, & the intellect are the eight instruments of knowledge •

Each latter is higher than the earlier. The Atman is higher than 

intellect. The senses, themselves, are not knowers, but are instru­

ments of knowledge, in the sense that the Ksetraina obtains knowledge 

through them. Then the bhavas-satvika, rajas a & tamasa are referred 

to. The self is said to enter the different bodies, one after another 

according to the merits & demerits, as the person goes from one
t

broken house to another. Ultimately, he obtains Brahmabhava (unity 

with the Brahman), at the end of the cycle of action, giving up the 1 

body, the abode of merits & demerits.

This exposition of Sankhya knowledge is not in consonance with
i

the traditional Sankhya philosophy.

DEVALA - AN ACCOMPLISHED YOGI : j

p Q
Dev ala was an expert preceptor of Yoga ; (Yogacarya). He had 

practised severe austerities & had obtained miraculous powers of
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yoga;3°His epithets31, mahatapah, tapodhanah, siddhah, siddhes ah_etc■

- - 32etc. are significant from this stand-point. The Mahabharata narrates 

an interesting legend in which, he is said to have pursued Jaigisavya,* 

in the various worlds, except brahmaloka. Thus he was a siddha, 

possessed of divine powers. :

DEVALA - A BRAHMAVSDl :

33 — —Devala is also mentioned as a Brahmavadi. It means that 

(l) he was seer of vedic Mantras, or (2) he was teacher or expounder ; 

of the Vedas. or (3) he was a follower of the doctrine of Brahman |
i.e. Vedanta philosophy. The epithets34 brahmisthah, brahmans is attamah

1 • • • • •

etc., used > in connection with him are worth-noting from this 

point of view.

DEVALA & JYOT IS AS ASTRA : •
....  ............. *....... -..v...............

1
Devala was an author of an extensive work on Jvotisa. He was , 

definitely earlier than Varahamihira, who frequently quotes or refers

to his views. Not only Varahamihira, but numerous other writers on [
I— IJyot is a & Bharmas antra, refer to & quote the views of Devala on

Astronomy & Astrology. Some quotations, collected from the works on 

Jyotis a & Dharmasastra, are given in the Part I, Sect.II-IV(Paris istarn
I

Devaloktam Jyotisam). [ .
)

DEVALA & CARAKASAMHITA ; '

o cr
Devala is mentioned among the sages, that had assembled 

near the Himalayas, to discuss how to relieve the people from diseases, 

that were troubling ' them.
!
I



40
DEVALA & SILFASASTRA :

It seems that Devala was also well-versed in the science of silpa,
& must have ■ , written a treatise on the same. His opinion about the
— — — 36 *Vastumana, is quoted in the Garuda purana . Some such work on silpa

or vastuvidva. written by Devala, must have been existing at the time
of the said Purana.

CONCLUDING REMARKS : I

In this & the previous chapter (ll.l & II.Il) the references to 
Devala, in the ancient Sanskrit literature, are classified & dealt 
with in order to bring forward the antiquity & the historical back­
ground, associates with Devala. It is quite clear that Devala 
was a highly celebrated mythological & historical personality. The 
smrti-text, the subject of the present thesis, is also ascribed to 
Devala. Devala, mentioned in the ancient texts, may or may not be i
having any relation with Devala, the Smrtikara; but it is a simple ;
rule, hased upon human psychology, that, if some work is ascribed 
to a personality of great repute, it is quickly accepted by the 
orthodox people, as an authoritative work & becomes famous everywhere.' 
The brilliant stars, in the galaxy of Sanskrit literature, like 
Kalidasa, Sankaracarya etc. have had a magic effect on the min%s 
of the masses, with the result that even the works, written by ;
later writers, ascribed to them, obtained wide publicity & are still < 
read with great respect.

Similarly, Devala is a renowned seer & a sage, mentioned in 
the ancient Sanskrit literature. Hence, the Smrti,ascribed to him, 
obtains some kind of authoritativeness, for accepting' his views to •!

i
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be authentic & reliable. Shri K.V. Rang as warn! Aiyangar also writes , 

In ages of faith, the claim of even a newly discovered work, to be 

the composition of a famous rsi. will prove a powerful influence 

in securing the reception of its views the acceptance of its 

authoritativeness”. From this point of view, the whole discussion 

about Devala, in this & the previous chapter (iI.A & II.B) is 

relevant & necessary in the present thesis.

37
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20) Purve prajabhisarge tvamahurekam prajapatim/

srastaram sarvalokanamasito devalo'bravit//
• » — "" .......

- Mbh.Yana.12/50(Cr.ed.3/13/43) 

Ahustvamrsayah sarve devarsirnaradastatha/

as ito devalo vyasak svayam oaiva bravisi me//
— 11 ' r ............ . ■... " • •

- Mbh. Bhisma. 34/13 (Cr.ed. 6/32/13)

Avyaktam te sarirottham vyaktam te manasi sthitam/ 

de vasty at s ambhavascaiva devalastvasito *bravit//

- Mbh.Bhisma.68/7(Cr.ed.6/64/6).

As .ito devalascaiva valmlkisca mahatapab/

mark and e yad e a govinde kathayantyadbhutam mahat//
• •

- Mbh.Sinti.207/4(Cr.ed.12/200/4)



Viclito me duradharsa naradat dev ala t tat ha/ 

Krsnadvaipayanatccalva tatha leurupit amahat//

-MMbh. Asva« 52/l5(Gr.ed.l4/5l/l5)

21) Hanih s arvavidhisfenajaatmanah sukhahaituki/
• •

sreyah param manusyanao devalo’dgltamiritam//

- A.P.382/9

22) Trini jyotlmsi puruse iti vai devalo'bravit/
« • •

apatyam karma vidya ca yatah srstah prajastatah//
* • « • • •

Amedkye vai gataprane surtye jnatibhirujjhite/ 

dehe tritayamevaitat purusasyopayujyate//

- Sabha.72/5-6(CTr.ed.2/64/5-6)

23) Of.The R.T.,Sr.No.64.

24) Paneavimsam yadetat te proktam hr ahinanasat tama/
f

tatha tanna tatha eeti tad bkavan vaktumarhati//

Jaigisavyasitasya devalasya maya srutam//

- Mbh ■ Santi. 318/58- 59a (Cr. ed. 12/306/
56-57)

25) Durvasah kardamastvam va vasistho garga eva va/
• * •

jaigisavy0 devalo va kapilo va svayam vibhuh//
• ♦

- Bv.P.4/13/18

26) Cf.Pt. I, Sect. I,Ch. II-A,n.l, Group A.V.l.

27) Cf .Pt. I,Sect. I,Ch. II-A, n. 1» Group A.V.2.



28) Punyapapaks ay art ham hi S afilchy a.i nanam vidhiyate/ 

tatlcsaye hyasya pasyanti brahmabhave param gatim //
• i

- Mbh.Santi.27$/39(Cr.ed.12/267/38)

[
29) Namna vai devalah putro yogacaryo mahatapah/

- K.P.Purva.19/5

Devalo bhagavan yogi pratyusasyabhavat sutah /

- K.P. Purva. 16/16 !
i

Patni datta mahabrahman yogacaryayo dhimate/

“ Mbh.Harivaftsa.l/l8/23(Cr.ed.13/22)

30) Asito devalascaiva tasminneva mahatapah/ ;

paramam yogamasthaya rsiryog amavapt avan//

“ Mbh.Salya.49/24(cr.ed.9/48/23)

31) Asito devalascaiva tasminneva mahatapah// I

“ Mbh.Salya.49/24a(Cr.ed.9/48/23) 

Naradah parvataseaiva devalasca mahatapah//

- Mbh.Asra.20/l & 29/9a(Gr.ed.l5/3^:)'

Dharmanityah sucirdanto nyastadando mahatapah//
• • • J 11 ■ " .....

- Mb^Salya. 50/2 (Cr.ed.9/49/2)

Kancane losthakhande ca samadarsi mahatapah//

“ Mbh.Salya.50/4(Cr.ed.9/49/3) j

Tasminneva til dharmatma vasati sma tapodhanah//

- Mbh.Salva.50/l(Cr.ed.9/49/l) |

Asito devalascaiva vaisampayana * ;eva ca/ *

Jaiminisca sumantusca gatah sarve tapodhanah// ;

- D.bh. 1/20/3 ;
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Praptavaa Paramam s iddhim par am yog am ca b liar at a/

^ ,— Mbh.Salya. 50/64(Cr. ed. 9/4-9/6l)
Lebliire tapasa s iddhim praSad at tasya dhimat ah//

- Mbh.Santi.292/l7a(Cr«ed.l2/28l/l5)
Kapilopantaratamo devalo dharma asurih/ ;
Marieipramukbascanye siddhesah paradarsinah//

• •

, - 'Bh.p! 9/4/57-58
Ete pare ca siddhesas car anti jhlnahetavah//

- Bh.P.6/15/12
Te'bhijagmurmahatmanah siddhah brahmarsis attarnah//

• “ Mbh.Santi.l/4(Cr.ed.12/l/3b) !

32) Mbh.Salya,50/l to 69 (Cr.ed.9/49/1-65)

33) Asito devalascaiva sadete brahmavadinah/
• ■ " •

- Bd.P. 1/2/32/113, V.P.Vol.I,
59/103, MiP-145/107

34) Brahmistho devala'keaiva kandarpasamasundarai/
- Bv.P. IF.30/60b

Asitasyaikaparnayam brahmisthah samapadyata/ •
• ' ♦ * 1

- L.P.63/53b, V.P. II.8.27,Bd.P.2/3/8/32 
Devalam susuve sa tu brahmistham jnanasamyuta/

- Bd.P.2/3/10/19b i:
Devalam susuve sa tu brahmistham manaSam sutatam/

* ' ' ' ' ' • i " ' '

- V.P.Vol. 11.11.17 |
Te’ b h i j agmurmahatmanah siddhah brahmars is attamah/

* • • _T“'

| 5- Mbh.Santi.1/4(Cr.ed.12/l/3b)



35) Vignibhuta yada rogah pradurbhutah s aririnam/
* •

t apopavasadhyayanabradmacaryavr at ayus am//
Tada bhutesvanukosam puraskrtya maharsayah/

• • • •

sametahpunyakarmanah parsve himavatah subhe//
* • • •

gargyah s andilyalcaundinyau yaks irdevalagalavau//
• • • • • «

“ C-S.Sutra. 1.5-9
— — _ * — m* ,36) Vistarabhihatam dairghyam rasim vastostu karayet/ 

krtva ca yasubhirbhagam sesam caivayamadiset//
Punarg unit arnas tabhirrks abhagam tu bhajayet/

« • • • •

Yatcchesam tadbhaved rlcsam bhagairhntva vyayam bhavet//
Rks am eaturgunam fcrtva navabhirbhagaharitarn/
• ■ * •

Sesamamsam vijaniyat devalasya matam yatha//
- G.P.1/46/26

s37) Brhaspat^mrti(Reconstructed), It.V.Rangasvami Aiyangar 
Introduction, p.79.



REFERENCE TO DEVALA BY ^ANKARACARYA, ANANDAGIRI & GOVINDANANDA :

? _ —Saftkaraearya, one of the most important & reliable ancient
_ -1authorities, explicitly mentions Devala, as a dharmasutoakara

who had accepted the doctrine of pradhana, being the cause of
2 *the world.He also remarks at another place, that some sistas,

who were followers of ye da, had accepted the pr adhanakaranavada.
3 — —The commentators , Anandagiri & Govindananda, while commenting

i
t— —upon the words in the sahkarabhasya, distinctly mention Devala

1etc., to be such a sjsta, the follower of v.eda, as referred to by
* M —Sankaracarya.

Thus Devala was an ancient dharmasutrakara, who had dealt 
with the sankhya tenets in his own treatise. In conformity with 
the above statements of sankaracarya & the commentators (Anandagiri 
& Govindananda), numerous prose & verse quotations of Devala, are

4 —found in which sankhya tenets are dealt with.

DEVAIA & LISTS OF SMRT UCARAS ;
l"n L ' " r* ' ...... 1,11 ' "

Devala was also an ancient, reputed smrtikara. (l) He is
— 5mentioned as a smrtikara in the lists, those of eighteen & twenty-

onel * * * * 6 smrtikaras. (2) Devala is mentioned in the list of thirty-six
smrtikaras . (3) But it is a fact that Devala is not mentioned
in the lists, those ascribed to Yajnavalkya (1.4/s), Sankha-likhita



(V.M. (P),p«16), Paithlnasi (¥.M. (P. ),p.l5/l6), Parasara (1.12 to 15) 

etc. These lists are only illustrative & selective & hence are not
at all exhaustive. The remarks of the Smrticandrika8 are noteworthy

r 1 •' .................. ......... "1 "

here.
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Like the Smrticandrika, other commentators & digest-writers 

were also equally aware of the fact that the lists of Smrtikaras 

were not exhaustive & hence they tried to make their enumerations 

exhaustive as far as possible, by mentioning various other lists. 

They also enumerated the names of smrtikaras, who were not mentioned 

in the several lists, quoted by them. They also introduced the

names of these other smrtikaras, on the strength of the word
- 9 *!adi1 , oeeuring at the end of the list, presented by sahkhalikhita.

— 10 — 11(4) Moreover, Ballaasena & Prataparudradeva also mention 

Devala, among the smrtikaras, enumerated by them.

(5) Almost all the commentators (excepting Visvacupa & Medha- 

tithi) & the digest-writers refer to & quote prefusely, the opinions 

of Devala, on different topics. Generally, all of them, have 

regarded Devala to be a distinguisned authority on Pharma.

PRINTED DEVALASMRTI :
"....-.................. ............. ............ ............................. ....... '"’"I.................

12There is a printed Devalasmrti , of about ninety verses, 

dealing mainly with the problem of readmittance by purification 

of the Hindus, converted to Islama. The availability of this

text also proves Devala to be an important ancient authority on 

Dharma•
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Thus, Devala is one of the famous & outstanding authorities

1 —in the field of Dharruasa3tra•



5 4

REFERENCES

1) Bh.S.S. 3/4/28, Cf .Pt.I,Sect. I, Gh.II-A?n« .1,Group A-V.2.a for 

quotation.

, 1 _ _
2) Vaidikasya darsanasya pratyasannatvad............

_ _ i t »
Vedanusaribhisea kaiscicchistaih kenaeidamsena

• • •

Parigrhitatvad pradhanakaranavadam.........
• •

- Bh.S.S.2/1/4/12

3) Cf. Pt. IjSect. I, Ch. II-A.V.2.bj & e for quotations.

4) Cf.B.T.III.6

5) Vis nuh parasaro daksah s amvart avyas ahar it ah/
• ♦ * • * •

satatapo vasist Itasca yamapastarabagautamah//
• • »

Devalah's ankhalikiiitau bharadvaj osanotrayah/
• •

» - - < t_ _ -II

saunako yajnavakyasea dasastau smrtikarikah//
• • • •

“ P.K. (F.193a),M.B.P. (D.V. ) Part III 

p, 164..

6) Vasistho naradascaiva sumantusca pitamahah/ 

babhruh karsnajinih satyavrato gargyasca devalah// 

Jamadagnirbhardvajah pulastyah pulahah kratuh/
a • • •

atreyah chagaleyasea maricirvatsa eva ca//

paraskararsyasrhgau vaijavapastathaiva ca/
• • •

ityanye smrtikartara ekavimsatiriritah//

“ V.M. (P.), p.18, Y.M. (Ya,j . V. ), p. 17 .
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7) "In the account given of the sambitas in that encyclopaedic I
I

work, padmapurana, the name,- of Atri, which is seen in 

Yajnavalkya's list, is omitted, & the number of thirty-six,

is completed by adding, Marici, Pulastya, Praceta, Brgu,
•

_ i « _ » , -
iNarada, ICasyapa, Visvamitra, Dev ala, Rsyasrnga, Gargya,

• • • !

Baudhayana, Paithinasi, Jabali, Sumantu, Parankara, Lokafcsi, 

Euthumi".
»„ ;

- The Dharmasastra - Hindu Religious

Codes, Mania at h Nath Dutt, Vol.I,

Intro.p.ii.

8) ICimiyam parisahkhya /- Ma evam / Tatha sati vatsa-marici-devala,!
— i » _

par askar apulas tya-pulaha-kratu-rsyasrhga-sankhal ikh.it a-echagaleya-
• * - •

dinam dharmasastrapranetrtvam na syat/ Na ca tathastiti vacyam/ !
* «

Tesamapi vedamulasmrtisastrapranetrfcvena manvadibyo’visesat//
• * * • »

“ Smr.C.I.p.2 & P.M, I.p.108 for 

similar remarks.

. » _ i _ _ i !

9 / Sankhalikhit agranthau adisabde.grahyas caite-budha-devala-s oma-
i _ _ i _ _ _

j amad agni-visvamitra-prajapati-vrddhasatatapa-s umantu-paithinasi-• • '

p itamaha- baudhayana- c hag al eya- j abala- cy av ana-mar i c i-k as yapab//

- K,K.B.p.24(Cf.also K.R.P.29, :

H.V.Adhyaya l,p.l9, Y.M.(P)p,16, 

B.B.Acara,pp.9-10. 1

I
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10) Manum vasistham s amvartam yajnavalkyam ca gautamam/ j

katyayanam ca jabalam vyasam danabrhaspatim// !

Br liadvasistiiaia haritain pulastyam visnumeva ca/
• « • * •

satatapam yamarn yogiyajnavalkyam ca devalam//
i

- Introductory verses, Da.Sa.Vol«I,p»3

11) Manv ang Ir ovy as ag au t amat r ey ay amav as is t had ales as amvar t as at at apa
* « •

paras ar av is nvapas t ambaharitas aMchakat yayanag ur u—prace t onar ada- ;
• •

_ I _ _ ! _ _
yogisvarabodhayanapitamahasumantukasyapababhru-paithinasivya-

ghr apad as* tyavrkt abhar adva j ag argy akar s ria j ini j abal i- j amadag ni-
* * i

laugaksivatsamaricidevalaparaskaralikhitachagaleyatribhih j

pranitah smrtayah//
• • * •

- S,y.¥ya»II.p.13

12) Cf .Ft. I,Sect. I,Ch.I,n.3. \



D,. DEVALA - HIS DATE
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Many perplexing problems arise, while determining the dates 

of most of the authors & works of ancient Sanskrit literature. 

rThe date of Devala & the present reconstructed text is also not 

exempt from such perplexing problems & controversies. Here, an 

attempt is made to determine the date of Devala, with the help 

of some external & internal evidences. The problem of the date 

of the present reconstructed text will be separately dealt with 

in the next chapter.

OPINIONS Of SCHOLARS ABOUT THE DATE OF DEVALA ;

1-(l) Pandita Udayavira Shastri has tried to fix the date 

of Devala. His arguments are briefly mentioned below ;

(i) Devala is mentioned in the traditional list of Sankhya
— O

teachers in the Matharavrtti. The words of Mathara suggest that~~ • " • 9

~ *Devala was very much earlier than Is vara for sna. Many other

Sankhyacaryas are believed to have flourished; between Devala-
— * _

& Isvarakrsna9on the basis of the word prabhrti, used by Mathara

in his commentary.

(ii) Devala is frequently mentioned in the Mahabharata. 

where his relation with the Sankhya philosophy is quite evident.

(iii) There is no quotation of Devala, that has any kind of 

similarity with the Saftkhya-ltnrika. according to him; while 

he has pointed out that many sutras of Devala, are similar to

or even identical with those of the Sankhvasutra & the Tattvasamasa.
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He believes that Devala had these two works before him. He arrives \ 

at the conclusion3 that Devala was a Safikhvacarya, of a period, j
quite earlier than that of Isvarakrsna. He was much earlier than >

• »- _ 4 1the date of the Mahabharata war .

(2) Referring to the above view of Pandita Udayavira Shastri 
of placing Devala, in a period,"much earlier before second century

PCB.c.y Dr.T.G.Mainkar regards it to be "a view, which appears
— *as hardly convincing". He further adds,"Devala & Isvarakrsna appear,

• • •

to have flourished in time quite close to each other's & it would
t

be too much to regard as many centuries, having elapsed between
s

the two, on the strength of the remark from Mathara". He also
remarks, "Not only the list as seen in the Matharavrtti,is rather

• •

curious, but the word 'prabhrti' even when taken with the absence 
— 1of Isvarakrsna^ indeed cannot suggest any wide chronological gap”.

• • •

6 ¥(3) Dr.Hara Dutt Sharma & (4) Dr.Vrajamohana Chaturvedi
1

opine that Mathara's quotation can only establish IDevala's
priority to isvarakrsna & nothing else.

...

It is clear that all the above scholars agree upon ;
the point that Devala was earlier than Isvarakrsna (about 200 A.D.),

• • • *

9Ma.P.Y.Kane , however, is of the opinion that Devaladharma- 
sutra was not only earlier than Sankhracarya, but was also 
regarded as early as (if not earlier than), the sutras9 10, based 1 

purely on logic or the Atomic Theory”. \
I

For the solution of the problem of date of Devala, some !

external & internal evidences are given below :
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EXTERNAL EVIDENCES • ;

___ t 12,!
(1) Devala is frequently quoted & referred to by Vijnanesvara 

(1080 A.D./llOO A.D.), Laksmidhara (1100 A.D./1130 A.D.), Aparirka ; 

(1100 A.D./H30 A.D.), Jimutavahana (1100 A.B./1150 A.D.), Ballalase- 

na(ll58 A.D./1183 A.D.), Hemadri (1260 A.D./1270 A.D.), Midhava 

(1300 A.B./1386 a.D.) & most of the other later digest-writers

& commentators. Most of them have accepted Devala to be one of ,

the most prominent Smrtikaras. This clearly indicates that Devala ; 

was definitely earlier than 11th century A.D.

(2) Sankaracarya refers to Devala in his commentary on the i
1

— 12 — —Brahmasutras & states that some dharmasutrakaras, like Devala
- i

etc. accepted in their own treatises, the doctrine of pradhana, 1

being the cause of the world. This remark undoubtedly proves that 

the work of Devala, containing the exposition of Sankhya tenets
i _ _ !.

was known at least to the reversed Sankaracarya & hence was defini­

tely earlier than he, who is generally believed to have flourished | 

in the 8th century A.d.

^here is also another implication of the remarks of Sankara- !
f

earya. The Sutrakara & Sankaracarya had to take great pains 1

in refuting the pradhanakaranavada; as some dharmasutrakaras like 

Devala, accepted it in their own treatises; No such special 

effort was necessary for refuting the anukar anav ad a; as it was
*■" ... • ' I

not so accepted by them. These words of Sankaracarya imply ;
,1

that even the Atomic theory was there before Devala & others, but l 

they neglected it & gave importance to the pradhanakaranavada. '

'■‘■’hus the remarks of Saftkaracarya indirectly imply that Devalas 

was later than the founders of Nyaya & Yaisesika schools 13^ I



' ...................... . 6 0 *.

(3) Devala is mentioned, in the list of Sankhyaearyas,
mm mm ’given by Mathara in his commentary on Sahkhya-karika. The statement

• i

- 14of Mathara , distinctly exhibits the priority of Bevala to [
Isvarakrsna (about 200 A.D.)»

* * t

X5 —(4) Devala is frequently mentioned in the Mahabharata. He 1

is described theye as a Sahkhyacarya, the expounder of
Sahkhya knowledge & also as a great yog in, possessing miraculous :

16powers of Yoga. Prof.WinternitzA places the present Mahabharata 1 
between 400 B.C. to 400 A.D. Ifevala was a famous personality I
at least during the period of the Mahabharata. Probably a work 
on Pharma, embodying the doctrine of Sahkhya & Yoga philosophy 
was also asci'ibed to the same renovmed personality.

INTERNAL EVIDENCES : :

(l) The moksa prakarana (fifth) of the third adhyaya of the ; 
present reconstructed text reflects upon the philosophical specu­
lations of the author. The exposition of the Sahkhya & Yoga
doctrines is to be found in it. It is noteworthy that the author 

17admits his indebtedness to many voluminous & recondite Tantra- 
works of Sahkhya & Yoga for his exposition of the same ±b the 
above portion. This distinctly points out that his exposition 
is not based upon the Sahkhyakarika, (which also admits like 
Devala, its indebtedness to some ancient Tantra ), nor upon 
the extant S ahkhyas utras or the T at tv as amas a.These three extant 

Sankhya-fa&orkscan never be admitted to be 'Visalani gambhirani 
tantrani1. Therefore, Devala is earlier than the earliest 
extant §aftkhya work, namely, the Sahkhya-karika (about 200 A.D.).



The opinion'1'9 of Pandita Udayavira Shastri that Devala is ;

earlier than the Sanlchyakarika is quite propel-, hut his view j
i

that Devala is indebted to the extant Sankhyasutra & the Tattvasamasa 

is not acceptable; aS Devala has declared, as noted previously, 

his indebtedness to the ancient, voluminous & recondite Tantras 

of Sahkhya & Yoga & not to the extant sutras.

The above internal evidence is also corroborated by the

external evidence (No.4), about reference to Devala in the !
— *

Matharavrtti, suggesting Devala to be earlier than Isvarakrsna.

(2) Moreover, the elucidation of Yoga-tenets is also

based upon the ancient works of Sankhya-yoga. It is not in accordance 

with the extant Yogasutra of Patanjali. The definitions & explana­

tions of numerous terms of Yoga, do not exhibit any influence 

of the Yogasutra on Devala. Hence Devala is earlier than the 
extant Yogasutra of Patanjali^9(147 B.C. to 400 A.D.).

|

(3) Though Devala expounds the Sahkhva & Yoga philosophy,
21he describes the Brahman as the ultimate state to be reached.

The Sahkhyakarika & the Yogasutra, (and other traditional extant

works on Sahkhya & Yoga systems) do not admit the above doctrine. >

While the expositions of Sahkhya in the Garaka (Sarira,I.154/155, :

V.21,V.34) & the Buddhacarita of Asvaghosa (XII.65) admit like
2.2. [(1

Devala that the ultimate state to be reached, is Brahman. ■'•his 
fact, further, indicates that the exposition o^Devala is not in ; 

conformity with the traditional Sahkhya & Yoga philosophy, as ’

found in their extant works, but is based upon some ancient 

works of those systems, which accepted the Brahman as the ultimate
i

reality, though not the matex-ial cause-of the-world— — —— ----------- 1
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CONCLUSION :

On the basis of the above evidences, it can be maintained 
that Devala, the author of the present work on Pharma, flourished 
in a period, earlier than that of the Sankhya~karika of ~ ' ■ ■
Isvara-krsna (200 A.B.), & the Yogasutra of Patanjali

• • • ~"

(between 150 B.C. to 400 A.P.).



63
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1) Sankhya Pars anaka Itihasa - pp.211-213.

2) Kapiladasurina praptam...../ Tatah pane as ikhena, t as mad
• *

bharg av o lukav almilcihar i t adevalapr ablirt inagatam/ Tat as t ebhya
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■ * •
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10) "The Nyaya existed in some form as early as the 4th century ’

B.C..............Some of the present sutras were written sometime in [
1

2nd century A. D. " . "The Vaisesika sutras are probably ;

-;.pre-buddhistie". "It seems to me to be perfectly certain that 

the Vaisesikasutras were written before Caraka (80 a.D.). ;

~ Cf.A Hist.of Indian Philosophy

of Prof .S.Dasgupta, Vol. I,pp.279-80.

11) Dates as given by Mm.F.V.Kane - H.D.S .Vol. V, Pt. II,Chronological

Table, pp.XIV-XV. *

— — f _ _ M _12) " Iks at ernaS abdam" ityarabhya pr adIianakaranavadah sutraireva
• * *

punah punaras aftkya nir alert ah/.... .sa ca k aryakar ananany at v abhy u-
• • • •

Pag am at pratyas anno vedantavadasya devalanr abhrt ibhis ca 
kaisciddharmasutrakaraih svagranthesvasritah/ Tena tatpratise-

— _' „ _ 1 " tdhe yatno'tiva krto nanvadikaranavad/ ■
• • *

- Bh.S.S,, 1.4.28.
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13) Cf.n.10 above for dates.

14) Cf.n.2 above.

15) Cf.Pt.I, Sect. I,Ch. II-B.

16) "According to this, the Mahabharata cannot have received 

its present form, earlier than the 4th century B.C. & not 

later than the 4th century A.D."

- Prof. M.Winternitz - A Hist, of 

Indian Literature, Trans.by 3.

Eetkar, Vol. I, p.465.



17) R.T. 3Sr.No.2210.

18) ............... Tena ca bahudha Icrtara tantram//
*

- SaJQ.Ka.70

Saptatyam kila ye'rthasterthah krtsnasya sastitantrasya/
• « * • •

akhyayikavirahitah paravadavivar j itasoapi//

- Sa&.Ka.72

19) Cf.Sankhya Darsanaka Itlhasa. pp.211-213.

20) Patanjali’s Yogasutra is not earlier than 147 B.C.,but is 

earlier than Vyasa (400 A.D.), who commented upon them.

- Cf.Prof.S.Dasgupta - A Hist.of 

Indian Philosophy, vol.I,p.212.

21) R.T.,Sr.no.2473.

22) Cf.Ft.III, Ch.VI, Sect. 1-6 for details.


