
CHAPTER III

RECONSTRUCTED TEXT - HOME



INTRODUCTORY :

The smrti-quotations, ascribed to Devala, occurring in the 

digests & commentaries on Dharmasastra are compiled & arranged 
in the present Reconstructed Text. The problem of the home of 
Devala, the author of quotations of the present Reconstructed 

Text is considered here with the help of external & internal 

evidences.

(1) EXTERNAL EVIDENCE :

(1) In the Mahabharat a, Devala is mentioned among the sages, 
fit to be always remembered (nityasmaraniva). that belonged the , 
Northern Direction1.

(2) In the Mahabharata* Devala is also mentioned to be living 
at the Adityatirtha? on the bank of river Sarasvati.

Thus according to the Mahabharata. North India, was the 
home of Devala.

INTERNAL EVIDENCES :

(l) The chapter on Tirthayatra (ill.5) of the Reconstructed 

Text is full of references to various sacred places. Both Northern 
& Southern sacred places, are referred to in it. But the
references to the places from North India are frequent in the other

!

chapters of the text. This may suggest close acquaintance or 
familiarity of the author with the North India.



(2) The method of reckoning months is of two kinds, (a) Months, 

ending on the full moon day (purnimanta), (b) Months, ending 

on the new moon day (atmanta). j
i

, t

The former is prevalent in the North India, even to-day, 

while the latter is still prevalent in the South India. Devala
3follows the Northern method of reckoning months, as he explains 

that the rainy season (technically known as caturmasya) is for
I _

four months, starting from the month of Sravana. This is quite < , 

correct, in accordance with the method of reckoning months, ending 

on the full-moon day & not in accordance with the method of reckoning 

months, ending on new—moon day. Hence according to the purnimanta

kind of reckoning, the month of Asadha would end on the full-moon
• • "

: * — \ day of it, & from the next day the month of Sravana will begin. I
!

Ma.P.V.Kane mentions that "the months in the North-West India,
|

were purnimanta, in the Kharosthi records, drawn up in Kaniska’s

041

era
4 )>

Thus the above evidences would suggest Devala, the author of 

the text to be belonging to the North.

(3) But the chapter on purification of Hindus, troubled 

by the Mlecchas (Mlecchitasuddhi-III. Il) explicitly mentions 

that sages approached Devala, who was sitting at east on the bank 

of Sindhu . The word Sindhu has two meanings (l) ocean (2) the 

river Didus. Of these, the former meaning haP no significance 

& *l£\'<LVl3^C£.in the present context. The chapter is concerned with 

the problem of readmittance by purification of persons, kidnapped



& troubled by the MOLecchas. The problem was pertinent in the
North-West of India, where the river Sindhu flows. This part had 

to face, relating more trouble of repeated foreign invasions, j
for a considerable pei’iod, than the South and the Norfch-East of 
India. Hence the meaning of the river 'Indus' would be preferable

1

in the present context.

But the river Indus flows through a large portion of North 

India. It starts from the Manas a lake of the Himalayas & enters 
the ocean on the west-coast near l<arahehi. There are also other 

tributary rivers, along with Sindhu in the upper part of it, but 

in Sindh, Sindhu river alone is flowing. The Sindh country, itself 
might also have received the name sindh, due to the river Sindhu, 

alone, flowing through it. Hence the phrase 'Sindhutire1 * * * * * 7 8 suggests 

the bank of river Sindhu in Sindh country.

OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS :
|

8 1Mn.P.V.Kane has remarked that, "Moslems first attacked India,

in the 8th century, from the direction of the province of Sindh.
■" i

This invasion led to the enslavement & forcible conversion of many 

people. It appears that Dev ala & other Smrtilcaras tackled with 

the problem of taking back such people".

7Dr.A.S.Altekar ascribes the printed Devalasmrti to the 
'social thinker of Sindh'.

I8Dr.S.V.Ketakar connects the printed Devalasmrti, with the 
social & political condition in Sindh, during 8th century A.D. Dahira, 
a Hindu king was ruling over Sindh. But the Muslim king, Muhammada



r\ j— «t.o 1 '
ICasama, defeated him in a war & there was thus the rule of Muslims 
in about 712 A.®. Evidently, the Hindus living there,were very 
much troubled & forcibly converted to Islam, by Muslims. After about: 
20 years, the Rajaputas were successful in defeating & driving away s 
the Muslims. Devala, the social reform^ : of Sindh, tried to solve 
the problem of re-admittance of Hindus, converted & troubled by the 
Mlecchas. He advocated that the person, having association with

I
the Mlecchas, even for 20 years, can be purified by expiations, 
but beyond that limit, there is no means of purification. This 
statement also corroborates the above history, narrated by Dr.
Ketakar.

CONCLUS ION :

The home of Devala, the author of the reconstx-ucted text, ;
is definitely the North India. He might be living at the Adityatirtha,

f
— r> ' f ion the bank of river Sarasvati. But the chapter on Mlecchitasuddhi 

was definitely ordained by Devala, sitting at ease on the bank of 
river Sindhu.

iThus it can be definitely maintained that North India was ;
the home of Devala & the present reconstructed text.
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