
PH.D. THESIS

Acknowledgement

• w

;'-A

'/

This Thesis has been possible due to sincere guidance, 
encouragement, and help of many people whom I would like to 
acknowledge and thank from the bottom of my heart.

First of all, this thesis grew out of a series of dialogues with my 
Guide Professor (Dr.) A. S. Patel. I own a deep sense of gratitude for 
sparing his precious time for this thesis. His meticulous guidance and 
dynamic efforts in a planned manner have made this thesis possible. 
Through his Socratic questioning, he brought me closer to the reality 
I had initially perceived, eventually enabling me to grasp its rich 
complexity. His comments on chapter drafts are themselves a course 
in critical thought upon which I will always draw. His capacity to 
combine critique with an immediate empathy and commitment 
towards work will always inspire me. His constant encouragement 
during the visits of the SIP structures and related sites has enabled 
me to understand the problem and study very closely. I am 
immensely grateful that he generously shared his in depth 
knowledge and experience in the field of groundwater, which gave 
me the aptitude and perception in applying the theoretical aspects 
practically. I feel privileged to have him as a mentor since my 
undergraduate days, this association with him has certainly played 
an important role in shaping my career path, and I shall remain 
indebted to him all my life.

Secondly I would like to convey our sincere thanks to International 
Water Management Institute (IWMI), Sri Lanka and Sir Ratan Tata 
Trust, Mumbai for financially supporting this study. Without their 
research grant, it would not be possible for me to carry out this 
study.

I am very much thankful to Dr. Tushaar Shah, Principal Scientist, 
IWMI, Vallabh Vidyanagar, Anand, Gujarat for his valuable 
cooperation and encouragement to carry out this research.

I am also very much thankful to the officials of the Salinity Ingress 
Prevention Circle, Narmada, Water Resources & Water Supply 
Department, Government of Gujarat; Gujarat Water Resources 
Development Corporation Ltd., Gandhinagar for providing the 
required data and timely guidance on various site specific 
geohydrological and other aspects of the coastal Saurashtra belt,

i



PH.D. THESIS V. P. PAREKH

water quality data of the coastal belt of Saurashtra and for their kind 
cooperation during our site visit and during data collection.

I also would like to express my deep gratitude to Prof. G. S. 
Parthasarathy, Ex-Director, WREMI for his constant encouragement 
and guidance in perfect direction, valuable comments & everlasting 
support, which helped me in successful completion of my work. He is 
an ideal for me and I cannot thank them enough for the knowledge 
that he shared with me during my research studies.

I am very grateful for my years at the Civil Engineering Department, 
Faculty of Technology & Engineering, The M. S. University of Baroda. 
My stay at Faculty has not only gave me some good friends like Shri 
N. J. Shrimali but also shaped my personality. I wishfully 
acknowledge and express my thanks to all my ex-colleagues Shri M. 
B. Patel, Prof. (Dr.) H. M. Patel, Dr. G. S. Joshi, Shri N. J. Shrimali, 
Shri V. M. Rana & all my teachers in the faculty for their moral 
support and encouragement during the course of my study. I would 
like to make special mention of Prof. H. V. Bhavnani & Prof. P. N. 
Sutaria for their encouragement to do research work.

During later stage of my study, I have joined Parul Institute of 
Engineering & Technology (PIET), Limda, Vadodara as Assistant 
Professor of Civil Engineering Department, where a entire new world 
has gave me a very warm welcome.

No words can give an adequate expression to my feelings of 
gratitude to Prof. R. H. Pandya. He has always been a source of 
inspiration and perpetual encouragement, morning greetings mixed 
with advice and a sense of humor about life.

I would also like to thank my managing trustee Dr. J. K. Patel for his 
unlimited trust on me and offering me responsibilities from time to 
time. I always inspired by and like his hard work and efforts that he 
puts for any of his goals.

I would also like to thank Dr. Devanshu Patel for providing all the 
facilities available at his command, specially offering me leave to 
completing my study and that too with a personal assistant to help 
me. I am extremely thankful for his kind gestures, the memories of 
which shall remain etched on my heart, forever.

This acknowledgement would be incomplete without mentioning the 
painstaking efforts and patience of my family. No expression, 
howsoever nicely used by me, could be adequate enough to describe 
my feelings of gratitude and thankfulness to my parents, whose 
foresight and values paved the way for a privileged education. It is

ii



PH.D. THESIS V. P. PAREKH

because of their unbound affection and endless zeal & 
encouragement that I took up research work,

Lastly I take this opportunity to convey my special thanks to my wife 
Dipti and my kids Palak and Bhavya who sportingly agreed to 
virtually write off their hobbies, requirements, and existence to 
enable me to complete this study. Without their support it would not 
be possible for me to concentrate on my work.

Last but not least, a blend of gratitude, pleasure and great 
satisfaction, is what I feel to convey to all those who have directly or 
indirectly contributed to successful completion of my Thesis work. & 
whose mention may have been slipped out but are within my heart 
and mind.

- VlLIN PAREKH

I/c Principal 
PIET, Limda

iii


