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CHAPTER EOURIEBI 

POLITICAL. HIA

(1). ADMIHISTRATIVE DIVISIONS OP TERRITORY :-
The government of thftse days was monarchical. It

has been explicitly declared in the Srnglramanjarl-kath5 
1of Bhoja, that the emperor ruled over eighty-four feuda

tories, imattH twelve circle commissioners, thirty-six
iroyal families, seventy-two chieftains of forest tribes, 

twenty-four village chieftains, twenty-one chieftains of 
KoAkana and thirty-six tribes living in ports. Dr. D.C. 
Ganguly informs us that the whole kingdom was ift&divided 
into a number of provinces (masala), each of which was 
again divided into districts (bhoga). Bach Bhoga was sub
divided into Pathakas, which in turn were further subdivi-

i

ded into Pratijagaranas, which were further split into
groups, each of which was consisted of a certain number of
villages. The village was the lowest unit of territorial
divisions. Besides these there were a number of cities and
towns which probably served as provincial and district 
head quarters respectively.
1. SMK,p.66 :• gpmm -mdW Tm : <prWf?T7iT £<cfzt‘$r^ ■■

<^S rbfST<r*TVt 4) ^ ct_ \

2. HPD,pp.235-236.
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"DhanapSla has mentioned only three territorial 
gams denominations, viz., Mandala-vibhaga, Mandala-grSma,

7 | Aand Nagara.' Thus, Kasmira and Dravida were Mandalas.
The land granted for maintenance of temples was known as 

5’Devagrahara*. Vast territories bequeathed to princes and 
his royal dependents for personal expenses were known by 
the term 'Bhukti', and the boundaries were well-marked by 
watershed.^

(2) THE KING ACT HIS PERSOIAL QUALITIES 
Supreme power veBted in the monarch, who was expe

cted to be a man of extraordinary qualities and capabili
ties. It was popularly believed that mastery of divine po
wers - Vidyas - was necessary in order to qualify for em
perorship of the Vidyadharas, which position conferred 
all-embracing unfettered soverignty of the whole world
with all its wealth and prosperity, and which was not to

7be attained by persons of meagre merit. His personality
was powerful enough to command unquestionably the respect

8of the subjects, His responsibilities included the malnte- 
, . nance

3. TM(N),p.182(9)? 182(1).
4, ibid.,p.211(22) ~~ ; 321(5)--

ibid..,p. 182(1). _ p ^ -s.
ibid.,p.l82(6ff.) — Out-

.STtar^rmr -sp^sftr sjnT'PRsjr^' :

ibid.,p.402(3ff.)--- 
S'^1(a - - - --- - i 402(Ilff * ) - - V
ibid.,p,14(21ff,)--^ -*r M pzr

5.
6.
7.

8.
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of the Varnasrama order intact, commanding the subjects, 
subjugation of internal and external enemies of the state, 
impartiality in administration and equality in justice.^

He was also expected to be skilled in the use of six poli
tical expedients, well-versed in all the four branches of 
statecraft, having sharp discriminatory intellect, farsigh
ted, possessed of flawless character, generous, commanding 
utmost respect of the people, unfathomable in nature, un
rivalled in physical prowess and highly cultured in speech^ 

He was generally well-educated in various arts and sciences, 
such as, music, dancing, painting, literature and erotics^3.

The family-line of crowned kings was held in great respect
12by the warrior class, since it was generally traced back 

to some remote divine source, as is evident from the fire- 
-pit origin of the Paramaras•^

9. TM(I),p,12(22ff.) —
-< -- ............

--110. ibid.,p,13(lff.)-- -Mh

-- T?T^?r —4<T^T?r 'wtfert%rr^
“HivSir... ; .. (W-

1*?^ I - - Hi, ^ \

11. ibid.,p.l7(6ff.). A„ ^
12. ibid,,p.27(22) -~\

13. ibid.,p.5(llff.)--^^f37r^-usi^^r
Wtifl ■; — ^
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(3) HISTORICAL ALHJSIQHS s-

Dhanapals has afforded a few faint glimpses to some

of the historical facts about his royal patrons like Munja

and Bhoja. We might not he stretching the point too far

when we read an oblique reference to Vairisiiha, the first

historical ruler of the Paramara line, in a phrase like
*Drstva vairasya vairasyam*,14 The details about ** King

Meghavahana, viz., being annotated as a king at an early
age,^his. qualities like aaiaaiai martial ambitiousness,

bravery, affording protection to his subjects, generosity
and religiosity,16his efforts at consolidating his domains

in his early career and Bssimaaiiamaaerection of victory- 
17-pillers, his entrusting of the regal responsibilities

to the ministers, his deeply engrossing himself in sensu- 
19al pleasures, and his being wellknown among the people 

by the term 'Bhujanga* - all these amply apply to the

14. TM(N),p.16(12). ^15. ibid., P. 16(14)-^ ezfawwsvvGfa*'.—]
16. ibid•, p. 3 9(lOff•) -- — aR-. -M; ... —

17. ibid. ,p. 16( 14ff.) - aX?t ew--
-- AH <Ta-3<nlt v( dpi«it '-■H

vn2r^*HwC-'- I,

18. ibid.,p.!6(20ff.) - --I

19. ibid.,p.l7CIff.~
xtfhisi$}~cnu?nA <1 pi in I
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Paramara kings like Munja and Bhoja. Similarly, the sway
of King Kusumasekhara over the whole of the south India,

20with its seat of power at ICancI, can easily remind us of
the empire of Rajaraja Cola* Munja's and Bhoja’s attempts
at subjugating this southern kingdom are duly reflected
in Vajrayudha’s expedition against Kancl. Dhanapala's

• 22depiction of the defeat of Samaraketu might have suggested 
the employment of fraud and consequent victory over the 
Co^a king and also a mutual reconciliation in the form of 
a friendly treaty. We do not know if the names of the feu
datories like Bhavadatta, Bhlma and Bhanuvega indicated

23historical personages of the times,
(4) REGAL AID OTHER INSIGNIA
White parasol was the exclusive insignia of an impi- 

rial monarch, like Meghavahana and Harivahana,2^but it
25seems to have been actually used by lesser kings also.

The parasols' of peacock feathers were used for inmates of

20. Tl(Nl,p.262(5ff.) - HT^^r^TI a^f -cT----
-<r zfhvrr - -121. ibid.,p.82(5ff.)• N22. cf. ibid.,p.96(12)--cW^wcrm€^^;s?r”l

23. ibid.,p.81U3ff.)~ - H ^<4 aim C4V5r ~

•HHftulis'fr 4wll«E': ---I
24. ibid.,p.68(12) — cvr»<im^«<nM ........ 1 ;

233 ( 9 ) - - A^THTTHfanrsfr ---t
. i (i4j) --v*ui^r T5*tfsr?nr *75 ■ I;
----- 1
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.26
royal harem* The annointed principal queen wore a golden

fillet which indicated her special status and, like the

king, she was entitled to the honour of distinguished marks

of previlege, such as a golden staff, parasol, Camara, and 
27etc** Special servants were commissioned for the purpose 

of holding these royal insignia'* Moreover, it was popularly 

believed that a destined imperial monarch has the distin

guishing signs of a lotus, a pitcher, a parasol and etc.,

&n the surface of his sole, as in the case of Bhoja and
28Harivahana. Such, was supposed to he the case with a des-

29tined queen also, e.g* Tilakamanjarf. The feudatories seem
(cihnaka)

to he putting on a sort of an emblem/on their crests as a 

distinguishing mark.
A golden staff (kanaka-danda) or a golden cane was 

carried by the door-keepers and forerunners of royal digni- 

taries.

26. TM(N),p*153(12ff.)--—■rf^irtf'r§T
-• 4<n«f>4us!IfifT  ̂ ", ^   I

27. ihid;;p.343(14ff.) ct'wr; 4-?^Si-
t\cT STT£C^4I-------------- * 159(l9ff.)-~

g>?cT<*>>555?-
__ ^ft'rucT^jrL-- | ^ ^
28* iDia,*.fp*ov3/ -<-<£?>^rrut^^ ^ ; -- | j

77(19ff*) — *usr ~a;-*i~ajr£ r*<2nTnf =rfcv?'i W

29. ibid. ,p.245(12ff * ) "ViT^TTvTt^jTTvTtrf ^ MHI <ST fcfSJST-
-Mjh *. (2® % ’FStT I1?)-: ^ iT^rr^^rOvTc^^bc!?
...%<« -- 1

30, ibid.,p.116(11). / 31. ibid.,p.403(1); 80(13).
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(5) HFE II A ROYAL PAM.CE :-

The retinue of a royal personage,like a king, qu

een, prince or princess, consisted of caveli&rs who rode 
in the front, foot soldiers, courtesans holding items of 
royal insignia, chandaqrlain and harem-maids."52 The servants 

were divided into two categories, viz., internal and ex
ternal. The internal servants (antarvamsika) were autho

rized to enter into the innermost apartments of the harem, 
while the external servants (bahya-parijana) were confined 

to the first external hall of the palace and were not all@- 
wed to enter beyond those limits.^"5

When the king returned to the royal palace with his 

retinue, the soldiers, along with their transport animals, 

stopped at the main gate? at the signal from the king the 
feudatories lined up in rows on both sides of the path to 

the interior; the king then proceeded ion his royal ele
phant upto the second gate and thence went further on foot,

while only trusted and close assasmiB aai relatives were
34allowed to follow him inside. Similarly, Prince Hariva- 

hana is said to have dispersed his servants at the door of

32. TH(I),pp.,152-153. x N r , - ^33. cf. ibid.,p.68(19ff.)v,f|rtW ;
309(9)-- 1 ^ N ^34. ibid.,p.68(17ff.) - I

5p?5Tf^ri gsre-cuTi %
SflpRT 4^zrar<fKTT I qfW £TTmm- :
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■zc .his palace.There is an interesting referenceto quarrels

of petty maid-servants and their being stopped from doing
36

37
so by small children in the palace,

/

Since the kings were generally polygamous,'' the 

royal harem consisted of a number of queens and always swa

rmed with the chamberlain and harem-maids. The princesses 

seem to have been housed in separate building adjoining 

the harem and in the innermost part of the royal palace, 
and it was guarded at the gate by armed servants.^8 By the 

palace of the princess was situated a guest house. Thus, 
frince Harivaftana was lodged in such a guest house (nija- 
nivasa-bhavana) which was just beside Tilakamanjarl*s

palace and was surrounded by a compound-wall; a Vimana
39could go right into the harem upto the guest house.

In the early morning the panegyrics (carana) moved 

outside below near the palace window and recited their

35. TM(N),p.174(6) 'vtjic
•&«tBvn5r. — <HTihV<H«V I „ „ -a n /-n _ r

36. ibid,,p.65(9ff.)-
<*>' rh &*C- - • ' ^ N

37. cf. ibid.,p.22(10) . 262(11)-"
-:grs*%,5**'*Tr- . - - I 427(14ff.)~ ^Ucrftf-

*£ i <r-t Hlfv\p~W‘.----- l

38. cf. ibid. ,p.367(13ff •) -- \vr(’?pjih>
<h^mCh aforP^rtf^irsu c-zr*\ «xi cf-

44°fttifriR ^ a. I

39. ibid,,p.367(16ff.).
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morning verses.^0 Young girls used to come to the main

gate daily for offering morning worship to the king.^1

The queens of the feudatories used to send various kinds
42of wine to the royal palace. City women seem to he ga

thering in the royal harem to participate in general re-
4.xjoicing on festive occasions. The heralders used to

by
announce the arrival of the king miihZrepeatedly shouting 

the exclamation *Jaya*, which they amplified by applying 
their hands to their mouth.^

(6) DAILY ROUTINE OF KINGS AHD PRINCES :

A few details regarding the daily routine of the 

king can be gathered from the stray references in the TM.

In the morning the king awoke, and left his bed, on hear

ing the morning verses sung by the bard and, accompanied 

by a pack of soldiers, went outside the city pricincts 

for a walk in the course of which he visited the gardens, 
the lakes and the temples. Then he took bath and perform

ed his daily worship in the palace temple? the saints,

40. Tl(l),p.237(16ff.) -- ^r-
. errata^st I

41* cf. ibid., p. 372(19ff • ) - - ‘ * »s. m

42. cf. ibid.,p.373(3) - =1?^

43. ibid. ,p.76(20)wrs^'.gr ~
44. ibid. ,p.65(19ff.) ■ ■ * n ^

45. ibid.,p.238(21ff.)aiffi•m*a ■. <-\r>T?iA-(P#T«0•)
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scholars, ministers, friendly feudatories, relatives, fri
ends and foremost citizens came to see him, and were ush

ered in hy the door-keeper after duly announcing their 
arrival, and were made to sit according to their status; 
such an assembly was generally held in the outer Assembly- 
-Hall (bahyasthana-man^apa), where the king gave public 

audience and talked to them. She meeting seems to have 
been rather brief and immediately he took bath.ssif After 

distributing Sambula to the chief-priest and other Brahmins

as a mark of welcome and royal favour, the king went round
47the city and returned to the palace at noon. At midday, 

when the bards indirectly reminded him of his midday rou

tine by reciting midday verses, he proceeded to. the Dining- 
(IhSra-ma^apa)
»Hall/,washed his hands and feet and took his lunch in the

company of scholars and relatives and went to the upper
room with an ivory turret (danta-valabhika), lay down on

a couch and passed his time with teachers of fine arts
48till late in the evening. Shen he went to the Assembly- 

-Hall (asthana-mandapa), granted audience to the guest pri

nces, conferred with chief spies, offered welcome As and
46. TM(H),pp.62-63.
47. ibid.,pp.65-66.
48. ibid.,pp.69-70; also pp.236-257 and p.374(16ff.) in 

the case of a prince.
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usual courtesy to the members gathered, adjourned the meeting
and, probably after evening worship and supper, proceeded

49to the harem and passed his night with the queens. The
daily routine of a prince also was almost the same except
that after the evening worship (sandhya-vidhi), he went to
the topmost storey of his palace and passed his time in
various types of discussions in company of his princely

50companions till it was time to go to bed.
(7) PARE OF A PRINCE AND HIS TRAINING 
Since kingship was generally hereditary, meticulous 

care was taken in proper protection, education and develop
ment of the prince. In his childhood the prince was consta
ntly-looked after by carefully selected youthful nurses who 
had recently delivered and were free from any physical or
mental affliction, and who were closely screened as to their

51high trustworthiness.
The education of a prince was intended to train him 

up as a future king and consisted of rigojArous training in 
various arts like music, painting, dancing, literature etc.,

49. TM(N),pp.71-72.
50. ibid.,p.237(8ff.). ^
51. ibid,,p.78(7ff.)— er<tTtk^-
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and in sciences like statecraft, weilding of various types.
of weapons like sword, mess, discus, spear, javelin and

52particularly in archery and battlecraft.
In absence of a suitable boy from his own family or 

that of his relatives, the king searched,' through his spies, 
for a suitable prineely companion for the ptince before appo
inting him as an heir-apparent; such a companion was expe
cted to be an equal og the prince in points of obedience, 
intelligence, bravery, handsomeness, humility, speech, en
deavour, generosity, prowess, profundity and other masterly

c-zqualities. y It was the king himself who appointed the pri-
54 ’ncipal companion to the prince, and he was considered as 

the prince's brother, servant, minister and companion , 
all rolled into, one, and was to be honoured as feis equal 
in all matters,^ King Meghavahana particularly advised 

Prince HarivShana to confide with his principal friend Sa- 
maraketu in matters like statecraft, donations, enjoyments,

52. TM(H)^p^79(17ff ni vm ^L---;
114(17ff.) - eft nsfKV f^M^r f$nc<zpzr-

55 • »p *80^^ r,TF3r , ^T>r^ 1 2f-
,%r-W 4^1^

v"5T^Hf 3 (tfa \ 5T^3J^r ^CrlT47K
, __ also Of.p.102<12ff.)

54. cf. ibid.,p.102(13) - : l
55« ibid.,p,103(1) pwr ^ \ »Cf .also p.201(9).. irrrrff jr?fcTT-^s\ ,r
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calamitiesi prosperity, disputations, acquisition of wealth, 
secret parleys, festivals etc..-'"

(8) GQ71RMENT OFFICERS AMD SERVANTS S- 

Dhanapala has mentioned a number of designations of 
government officers* It is not easy to exactly determine 
the actual distinction in the executive function of each 
of them, and many of the designations seem to be rather sy
nonymous* s

The following terms have been used for various types 
of ministers: Pradhana-mantrl (62,18), Mahamantri (402,10), 
Mantrl (271,4), Pradhana-saeiva (99»4),Saciva (424,18), 
PradhSna-buddhi-saciva (401,18), Buddhi-saciva (232,16) 
and Narma-saeiva (15,4;272,16). '• »

A feudatory in charge of a province was called Ma$- 
daladhipati (321,5), while the one in charge of a district
was called MahasSmanta (62,18)* Head of a locality of a

h _village was called Gosadhipa (117,20).
The designations of treasury officers were Eatna-kosa- 

dhyaksa (81,20; 395,6), and Pradhana-ratnadhyaksa (63,10).
A number of military officers and other ranks of di

fferent categories are mentioned, such as Senapati (82,5; 
86,3; 86,17; 192,1), Senadhipa (89,5; 93,10), SenanI (91,11),

56. TM(H),p.102(14ff.)•
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Sainyadhipati (81*12), SenSdhipati (90,4), Dandadhipati 
(80,15), MahSdandanayaka (71,2), Sainya-nayaka (14,22), 
Anxka-nayaka (187,12), Padati (325,7), Camucara (124,11) 
Mahamatra (115,19) and Karisadhanadhyaksa (184,4).

The trusted subordinate officers of higher dignita
ries were known by the general designation Pradhana-puruga
(298.13) .

Among the naval officers only a few, such as, Karna- 
dhara (127,13) and Kaivarta-tantrasya nayaka (126,19) are 
mentioned*. ' ,

Gudhapurusa (80,2ff.) and Duta (321,16) seem.to be 
synonyms for spy, though the last term often indicated a 
mere messenger also.

The officers presiding over matters religious were 
Dharmadhyaksa (15,3), Purodhas (15,5) and Eaja-naimittika 
(403,11).

. . A host of officers and servants employed for various 
duties in the court are also mentioned,. viz•, Akgapatalika
(163.13) , Kayastha (246,17), Maha-prat£hara (100,8), Pratl- 
hara (14,22; 60,20), Pratihara-pall (421,23), Pradhana- 
dauvarika (71,6), Pradhana-dvarapali (365,12), Dvarapala 
(68,20) and Vetradharl (71,11; 340,17). .

The following were the domestic officers and servants
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in charge of various tasks in the palace etc•; Pradhanan- 
tarvamsika (72,15), Intarva&sika (542,45)» KancukI (552,15) 
Antahpurika (501,4), Suddhacaradaiika (573,11), Suddhanta-

3 - ^ >

sayya-palika (72,25), Suddhanta-dasi (573,11) and Bahya- 
parijana (309,9).

There were a number of officers and servants entrust
ed with security duties in the palace and elsewhere. They 
were: Tamangarakgaka (28,14), Angaraksa (15,2), Sakala- 

kokagara-raksadhikara-niyukta^ Palika (341,14ff.),- Sarxra- 
rak§adhikara-nfijpikta-purusa (80,7ff *), Anga-raksadhikara- 
niyukta Angana (341,24) and Sthapatya (15,1).

ChatradhSrI (233,7ff.), Camaragraha (15,2), Patad- 
grahaka (233,15), and ¥ari-karaka-vahaka (233,16) were per
sonal servants of the royal personages.

_(9) THE COURT AID ITS ETIQUETTE
DhanapSla has given a "brief picture of the court- 

assembly of King Meghavahana.^ The eourt was held in the 

Isthana-mandapa of the royal palace• The king would sit on 
a. beautiful-golden throne and preside over the assembly. . 
On both of his sides, the„body guards, with unsheathed ra
ised swords in their hands, closely,.lined up. Courtesans 
constantly fanned him with waving of Camaras. The favourite

57. TM(I),p.80(6ff.).
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feudatories sat in rows at a short distance. The crown pri
nce used to sit near the feet of the emperor on the pave
ment of the assembly-hall, The queen also sat with the em-

r -.58Per or on the same golden throne.4
It was normally necessary to be properly bathed and

well-dressed before appearing in the royal presence in the 
59court. The arrivals in the court were duly announced to

the king and only after the permission of the king was the
60person concerned ushered in and granted the royal audience.

Before announcing the arrivals, the door-maid would bow
61down by resting her hands and knees on the ground. At the 

arrival of the queen the staff-bearer maid (Vetradhari) 
used to ward the people off with loud shouts in order to
clear the pst&, and Oarana women served as forerunners utte-

62ring *Jaya Jaya* exclamations.
All dignitaries right from the king to the eommander-

-in-chief were to be saluted by servants and youngsters by
bowing down in such a way as to touch all the limbs to theground* 63
58.cf. TM(1),p.428(13ff.
59«cf. ibid.,p.80(21ff.) -- \
60. ibid.,p.80(16ff.).
61. ibid, ,p.80j£l3ff . ) ~~ tQin^^^
62. ibid.,p.340(17ff•)• N
63. ibid. ,.p.81( 5ff. ) -VjWWi -rvi^'fpT'2.Vrt' cnm\l vnt=J -

.---- f » 85(20) » 101(8)- - -
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and the chief-door-keeper would look to it that this sort

64
of a couttesy was duly shown by the entrants into the court.

Very senior officers like ministers, treasurers, and etc.,
were not required to stretch so low on the ground, but they

too bent themselves very low from the waist so as to touch
the ground with their left palm, while they covered up their
mouth with the skirt of their upper garment held in the ri-

>6*5ght hand, and looked to the king. -' One was expected to sa
lute again after his normal general courtesy, if called

66near by the king. Even the salutations conveyed in absen
tia were to be mentioned as being done by touching all the

“67five limbs to the ground, 'The arrived person would then
68take his proper seat pointed out by the authority concerned. 

While taking leave of the king or a prince, one was required 
to salute by touching one's folded hands to the forehead.^ 

The king or the prince also showed in return due courtesy 

to his subordinates and servants in accordance to thein rank. 
Thus, Prince Barivahana came two or three steps foreward

64.. TM(I),p,101(7ff.)1
65. ibid. ,p.63(9ff.) - Vrfr...

^TvTjTvf " \ n -
hj-i'H —------» 274( 17ff♦) - - jT^ctrz^pf
qrrtn**JTC-- 1

66, Cf. ibid. ,p. 101(10)-* 'ST^?ar I

68. ibid. ,p.165(16) - - •• ---i
69. ibid.,p. 173(10) - 5 WFZf -^-rniTST rnTTTZ'-gf^j.iTr
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towards Samaraketu and embraced him, when the latter arri-
70ved and saluted to him by touching his head to the ground; 

Similarly, Prince Samaraketu showed courtesy tq his subor
dinates in various ways, such as, noodding the head, fold
ing the hands, light remarks, a smile, or an affectionate

71 -glance according to their ranks. King Meghavahana showed
72courtesy to his door-keeper by speaking gently to her.

It seems the brief-bag containing a message was not
given hand to hand by the door-keeper, but was rather gent-

7"5ly thrown into the lap or hands of the g dignitary."
whenIt is interesting to notethat/it was required to 

confer in *3bh secret, the door-keeper requested the king 
to order seclusion, and her very utterance of such a reque
st was deemed as a sufficient indication for the members of 
the assembly to withdraw themselves, of their own accord 
with due g *oa dignity, out of the hall,74

It was customary to honour the princes and feudato
ries by presenting gifts (prabhrta) at their arrival. Thus, 
Prince Harifeahana was presented with vaiious gifts by the

70. TM(H),p.231(10)— TOrfrfVgjsr
71. ibid., p. 131(13) - - ,
72. ibid.,p.80(15ff.)~,s$*>r sftr *
73. ef. ibid.,p.321(14)- rvpi^<sj *C\
74. ibid.,p.421(23ff.)--jufo-- —f2|vji«i-

— I ■v,r*6u4' 4S3in.apL--1
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local princes when he arrived at the Pragjyotisa region;
similarly, Samaraketu was duly presented with clothings

^ 76and ornaments hy queen Madiravati;so again was Gandha-
rvaka honoured hy Harivahana with presents of ornaments,

77clothings and Tambula. A friend was at times led hy the
78hand as a mark of affection*

(10) SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS i-
The castle was vigilantly being guarded hy hundreds

79of soldiers from the guard-posts in the castle-gates, and 
it is natural that the regular sentinels and contingents 
were detailed gor guard-duty in the guard-posts of the 
gates, and the lanes leading to them. Similarly, guard- 
duties, changing at ah interval of every'three hours, seem 
to have been regularly arranged, particularly during the 
night hours which were heralded hy a flourish of trumpets. 
The contingents deployed for the purpose consisted of a 
number of elephants and armed soldiers who guarded differe
nt parts of the royal palace; the elephants also seem to 
have been changing with the change in the duties of the

75. T!(N),p, 182(18ff •) — qif^T:
ST.^HTfVl ^ .

76. ibid.,p.l03(3ff.) ^ \
--StT5l~i - ~ \77. ibid.,P.173(3)- ^

78. see supra ft.nt. 76.
79. TM(N),p•41(14) - - * - \
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80soldiers. The duties of the body-guards alio seem to
81have been changing at an interval of every three hours.

The residential halls of the king's ani prince's 
palace were properly guarded on all sides by hundreds of 
trustworthy armed guards who would allow only duly authori
zed servants to enter therein, and, when the king return
ed to his palace from outside, the door-guards would fi

rst carefully inspect the interior parts and allow other
82followers only after properly searching them. Royal harem

83was- guarded by sentinels posted on its outer side.
In the court-hall also the king was flanked by a 

posse of brave body-guards, perpetually ready with unshea
thed raised sword in hand, and standing lined up on both
MM sides of the ikm royal throne8^- Armed guards followed

85the prince everywhere. Thus, Prince Harivahana was accom
panied

80. cf. TM(K),p.83(21ff.)
3^srv'2R;iTt^ir ... I------—7—----- ---—}

173(20ff. )-' -cr
81. cf.; ibid. ,p.28(14ff.) - - *mm*&*r~ \
82. cfi p.l74(6ff.)- - nT^us «<r3Tfer5^r^Tcr-

=p3$'ITi%<}r3rsrosr2bTtL--- ----------- I » 68(14ff*)--j[^>f^p

83. cf. ibid. ,p.14(22)--
—--- » 77( Iff. ) -- .M\^nXr^irt5^cr^r: --

84. ibid. ,p.80(6ff , ) —KfaiQ■<■ qvWcrWsf•

85. of.il>id.,p.78(17)- I
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by a small pack of infantry soldiers when lie went to the 
86"garden. So also was he surrounded by the body-guards 

when he left the court-hall and proceeded to mount the 
royal elephant.®^

Similarly, the queen and the princess were always
followed by armed female-guards or harem-maids. Thus, the
female guards of Queen Pattralekha and those of Princess
Tilakamanjarl are said to be flourishing swords in their
hands, had successfully mastered powerfully mystie Vidyas,
were consequently undaunted in their bravery like man, and

88were hundreds in strength.
Special maids were entrusted with the duties of

QQguarding the bed-chambers of royal harem, 5 and the harem- 
-maids posted in the royal mess were put under the super
vision of the Suddhacara-darikas.^®

(H) ORDER,OF ROYAL PROCESSION
When the king went round the city, he rode the ele

phant, and a white parasol was held over his head. The

TM(JJ),p« 177(10) — \«ih“ttcl I
87. ibid.,p.232(19)i(T^svnsrrsr*!ht*s*<riru3^-
88. ibid^,p.341(Iff.) - - H *vt ~

............ [} 361( 12ff.) ._

•scfru- - -i
89. cf.ibid.,p.72(23ff.)-'1^'frtT5
90. ibid, ,p,373(llff.) t<rfVi (P.T.O.)
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91accompanying princes followed Mm on horse "back. There
is a reference to heating the drums in front of the ele-

92phants when they were taken for hath, though this pra
ctice is not referred to in connection with the royal 
procession*

The procession was longer and larger on the occasions
93of a royal dignitary's starting on an expedition. The 

prince rode the royal elephant, on which he was accompa
nied hy a servant who waved Camara. The soldiers proudly 
marched in front of him with thumping steps. The hards 
shoutdd the *«§aya Jaya* exclamation. The Vijaya-mangala 
trumpet was loudly blown. Servants,mounted on elephants, 
loudljs beat large drums. Around the white parasol with 
pendant pearl-strings and golden handle-staff, numerous 
feudatories marched with their banners hearing various 
signs like elephant, hoar, Sairahha, liom, crocodile, fish 
and etc., The Brahmins showered their blessings, and citi
zens and city-damsels gathered in the streets to see the 
procession.

91. TM(H),p.68(10ff•)* __ ^ _
92. ibid.,p.67(7) —
93. ibid.,pp.115-116.
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Similarly, when Harivahana was "being taken for the 
coronation ceremony by the Vidyadharas,^ he rode the ele

phant with Samaraketu, while the feudatories rode the ho
rses. The parasol-bearers came rushing behind. He was fo
llowed by numerous elephants and cavaliers. The peacock- 
umbrella-bearers, the spition-carrier and the pitcher- 
-holders also followed the prince.

It seems, a princess was accompanied by numerous
horses, elephants, treasures of jewel and gold and with

95servants when she proceeded to her husband's place.
(12) KIMS'S RELATIONS WITH* HIS SUBJECTS :
Though the royal family was guarded heavily in the 

palace and everywhere outside by the body-guards, the king 
seems to have kept himself in good rapport with, and ho
noured, elder citizens, saints, and learned Brahmins in

mnee Sa„ sreetea popuXaae a,
97the time of setting out on his naval expedition. Prince

Harivahana is said to have honoured the foremost citizens,
swho had come to pay their homage to him, by presenting 

to them various types of clothings, unguents and ormamen

94.
95.
96.

97.
98.

TM(N),pp.232-233.
ibid.,p.517(10ff.). . _ ,ibid.,p.66(10ff.)~45rf=rc*"
a<*2.^ct •_ 4 m3irT; a \ -

- --(|vnT#fvH^4*UT*r^^i^3r(S5r^. .. ..i,

ibid.,p.H6(13ff.). ^ ,
ibid. ,p.237(lff •) - -

a 
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The king took it as his respoeibility to see to it 
that the members of different classes and orders properly 
performed their social and religious duties and refrained 
from creating a heterogenous class-chaos, that prpper pro
tection was afforded to all the nationals, that proper

c-worship was being performed in all the temples, that the 
officers did not quarrel among themselves, that due alms 
were constantly given to the destitutes, that the taxes am 
were light enough to encourage the subjects to willingly 
pay more than their dues, that the rival neighbour princes 
were uprooted and were, then, again appointed in their king
dom, that every city and village had its own inn with free 
boarding facilities for the travellers, and that every city
had its residential part surrounded with castie-wall in

99order to afford peace to civilian life.
The king used to hold, and preside over, his assembly

twice a day in order to ensure constancy of his popularity,
to afford, for expressing their love and faithfulness, due
opportunity to the subordinates, and to adjudicate in ma-

100tters concerning temples or rituals, Brahmins and ascetics.
t

J9. TM(N),p.427(5-12). ^
100. ibid.,p.l9(7ff *)---^V^vrq“ -r

*\ <!-c\Tr | - i
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In order to promote satisfaction among the people he used
to move among them in the city on the occasions of Spring

101Festival and eteetara.
(13) CIVIL ADMINISTRATIOH !-
It is hut natural that in a purely literary work 

like the TM, the references to details regarding civil ad
ministration are casual and they may not give an exhaustive 
picture. Even then we can collate the few details scattered 
all over the work to get as clear a picture as possible.

The government being monarchic in nature, the king 
was the supreme authority m in all the three branches of 
the governmental machinery, viz., executive, judiciary and 
military. Kingship was hereditary and the prince was edu
cated and brought up to this end. In the latter half of his 
teens he was duly annointed and appointed as the heir-appa
rent, with the sole purpose of training him up so' as to be 
able to efficiently shoulder regal responsibilities. The
position of an heir-apparent was one of an active vice-king 

aorZsecond-in-command to the king.
In the absence of a male child to the king, the chief 

minister selected a fitting prince who was trained up for 
the position, as in the case of Harivahana who was made to

101. TM(N),p.l9(9ff»)---
Rtsfr^- *\sr$-srtT?iFE; - -l
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propitiate the mystic Vidyas and them crowned on the throne 
of Vikramabahu.'^

The king was assisted in his work by a number of 
ministers of different categories, of which Dhanapala has 
mentioned afew, such as Pradhana-mantrl, MahamantrX, Man- 

trx, Pradhana-buddhisaciva, Buddhisaciva, and Narmasaciva. 
The sons of the ministers were alio trained up as prospe

ctive ministers in companionship, and under the authority, 
of the heir-apparent. Each of the territorial division was 
administered by different officers like landaladhipati and 

others. iBBaiiam Particular pieces of territory were ear
marked for, and duly distributed under Jhe royal orders to, 

the princes, ministers and others to enable them to main
tain themselves from the proceeds of the taxes thereof. 
Thus, the whole of the Uttarapatha consisting of Kasmlra 

and other Mandalas with all their cities and districts
• i

was reserved for the princely maintenance of the heir-
103apparent Prince Harivahana. ^ Similarly, King Meghavahama 

granted Aftga and other Janapadas to prince Samaraketu, the 
pricipal companion, appointed to the heir-apparent.10^The

102. TM(N),pp.401-403.
10?, ibid. ,p. 103(14ff. ) -- >^

'5^<'5v?riu: *7^^ er jjrsiTT |
104. ibid.,p,103(16ff.)--
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minister SurSnanda was evidently granted a well-defined
territory, a part of which, he could donate for building
a religious sanetury (dharmaranya). ^^The commander Kama-

lagupta was likewise given a number of cities and villages
106for his maintenance. Later on when King MeghavShana, 

before retirement, crowned Harivahana on his throne and 
transferred his regal power to him, the latter also distri
buted well-demarked pieces of territory for the maintenance

107of the princely companions of his childhood. 'This system 
of administering the territory by distribution of the pro
ceeds thereof generated a sense of responsibility in the ad
ministration and promoted the welfare of the subjects who

108were properly protected and consequently loved their king. 
There were ministers and officers in charge of royal 

treasury and all the transactions regarding taking out and 
depositing the contents thereof were to be done in the pre
sense of witnesses« Thus, Vijayavega informed King Megha- 
vahana that the Balaruna ring which he had obtained from 
the king himself was returned, along with the booty of the

105. TM(N),p,182(3)--
106. ibid. jp.l82(7ff*)-- sjrvr-
107. ibid. ,p.427(2ffqaT

4p - - - I
108♦ ilixd.# >p*4-2?(4-) — 5ci^£[_-—i
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expedition, in the presence of witnesses, to Mahodadhi,
109the pricipal officer in charge of the royal jewel-treasury 

Though there is no reference to any type of coinage, we 
have a passing one to cowrie (kakini) which seems to have 
been utilized as a piece of the lowest denomination.110

The minister in charge of religion and justice 
(dharmastheya) saw to it that no injustice was done to any
body.111

Along with the ministers, the heads of various commu

nities of the cities seem to have been attending the court

and their advice may have been sought on various occasions$
112

They had a free access to the king.

As to the various types of punishments prevalent in

those in those days, Dhanapala has referred to the practi-
- 113ees like scolding (tarjana), beating (tadana), arresting

114(bandha), threshing (vyadha or vadha), killing (marana), 

cutting off hands and feet (kara-carana-kalpana), banish
ment (svadesa-nirvasana), public humiliation by forcing

109. TM(I),p.81(18ff.)--
,vfsr ^on•vrw-

ia h CmIkT h (?f c-m —1

110. cf. ibid.,p.406(13ff.)-- $rfwr

111. ibid.,p. 15(3)-- «-*r*rvir«rw — i
112. cf. ibxd.,p.68(16ff.)—^^

^vV~: l '

113. ibid.,p.15(13).
114. ibid.,p.15(15)J and 291(9)--
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the culprit to ride a donkey, possibly with his face to
wards the tail of the animal, and any other punishment pre
scribed by the Nlti treasises in accordance with Dharma-
sastraj conniving at a breach of law was considered a

115shortcoming on the part of the ruler.
There are a few glimpses of the lot of the village

people under unscrupulous officers who tried to usurp the
crops of the tillers in a bid to forcibly extract bribe 

T1 fifrom them. loot and robbery were a common calamity in 
rural area, and the money-lender (thakkura) also claimed 
his pound of flesh by confiscating the houses of poor vi
llage debtors who were consequently made to wander, with

117their belongings, from door to door for shelter.
(U) STATECRAFT :-
Adherence to the science of statecraft (danda-nfti) 

was held to be precursory of growth in national wealth and

115. cf,~ TM(H),p.ll5(18ff.)--

eOVsW ^ >vfaf
116. ibid.,p. 119(lOff.) ^

117. ibid. ,p.l!9(18ff .)--- rd*>Us <=, 4>t ?i /a< <1 -S^HPr
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the Icing and the commanders invariably consulted the mini
sters thoroughly steeped in the wisdom acquired by the pro-

I 7 10found study of the political science (arthasastra).
though the supreme ambition, as expressed in the

119contemporary mode of blessings to the kings by their elders, 
was teat of conquering the whole world, in actuality we know 
from historical sources that the kings of those days genera
lly aspired to bring the whole of India under their suzera
inty. Thus, King MeghavShana who is said to have ruled 

, isfrom Ayodhya, and who/specifically introduced as the supre-
120me lord of the(upper)half of Bharatavarsa, had mounted an

expedition, A tinder the command of Vajrayudha, in order to
121assert his suzerainty over the southern half of Bharatavarsa.
•

The ideal of good government included the following 
aspects s (i) the royal treasure should be full of wealth 
of all types* (ii) all the feudatories must be completely 
subdued? (iii) the ministers must be highly dependable;

118. TM(H), p.l3(7) - ?rsrJ\Ccv^lfif. TOmr.
.......|■ — " * 82(5)--- f?r{>r-rsi<^V-.

---i

119* ibid. ,p«422(6ff • ) - - ft-
120, cf. ibid. ,p.362(4ff.) ---pr?rT««T -1
121, ibid. ,p.81(18ff •)----n-
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(iv) the friendly kings must be highly favourable? and (v)
all the castles in the domain should be under the command

122of trusted persons.
For a factual first-hand report of public opinion, 

the king often strolled at night incognito by every house, 
joined the groups of gossiping people, frequently the 

inns crowded by travellers, and initiated criticism of 

himself, of the ministers or of other subordinates offi
cers in order to extract the frank opinion of his subje-
.123cts.

The king particularly saw to it that people did not 
tend to neglect their religious obligations, that the na
tional wealth did not decrease, that the regal power did 
not degenerate, that the respect for authority and fear 
of law was not undermined, that good qualities were not 
subjected to blame, that knowledge did not come to be 
ridiculed, that the servants did not get disinterested, 
that the enemies did not raise their heads, and that the 
friends were not neglected.

Spies were employed to keep a wateh on day-to-day 
happenings in the domains, and to bring about the downfall

122. TM(NO,p.l6( 18ff . ) - -- -iaH^

123. ibid.,p.19(15-20).
124,ibid.,p.19(3-7).
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125of the inimical kingdoms*
Many princes, deprived of their rightful inheritance 

and expelled from their kingdoms by their rival relatives, 
came to serve an emperor and eventually obtain his help

Jpgto get themselves reinstated and rehabilitated. Such 
princes paid tribute to the sovereign or his heir-apparent 
partly due to their love for the powerful ruler and partly 
out of their hope of getting assistance in their own cause, 
and brought precious clothings, jewelled ornaments, ungue
nts, fruits, weapons, vehicles, and other novelties of 

127their region.
InZspite of the best efforts of an emperor, it was

but natural that the feudatories in charge of distant pro-
evinces tried to assrt their independence in a bid to carve 

out an individual kingdom for themselves, by occasionally 
expressing their displeasure and disaffection towards the 
supreme regal authority of the suzerain in vaiious ways, 
such as, hautinass, refusal to pay their annual tributes, 
delaying in sending periodical reports, putting forth ex
cuses for not complying when summoned to present themselves

125. TM(I),p.40(20ff
15(5ff *)- 3Mf<vr^r>^q* ~-\

126. ibid.^.lOJC^Off.^ - ^^^TATT^TKzr^-strfK^-^ryirtrr^cTr ftrq^fVqr
3-27. ibid. ,p»103(23ff *) jjuh ^^(Vyf'vpMcrv^cpti-i
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in royal audience, showing dissatisfaction during festivals, 
displaying lethargy during the national calamities, and ex
pressing lip-sympathy only hut acting against the interest 
of the suzerain.^28

Over and above the usual references to the three 
• 129 —Saktis and six G-upas, Bhanapala has given in a patholo
gical allegory a fine, though brief, picture of proper uti
lization of political expedients calculated to set right 
the rstive feudatories. Thus, some of them were subdued 
with the power of political strategy, some with political 
bargainings, some by military action, some by threats ad
ministered through the emissaries, some by isolating from
their friends, some by uprooting them, some by partial de

ist ruction, some by bringing an aground pressure from the
adjoining districts, some by leaving them no other alter
native but to surrender themselves, some by crowning them 
in their kingdom, some by publicly honouring them, some by 
granting tax-relief and some by bestowing territory to 
them.150

Defeated rival kings were, when captured alive, con- 
fined in mountain eastles. At times the daughter of the

128. TM(I),p.114(12-16).
129. ibid.,p.54(Ilff.)j 13(1).
130. ibid.,p.133(9-14).. ....131. cf. ibid.,p* 181( 18) — <s|5^-??pn'>r(Tvra*(«■*.<

. . . i
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enemy was demanded in marriage by the military commander
as a snrity of good conduct in future and as a price of
peace.152The subjugated chiefs of forest tribes were sub-

133jected to slavery by the victors.
U5) MILITARY AFFAIRS AMD WARFARE
(a) FOURFOLD DIVISION OF ARMY :-
The army appears to have consisted of four divisions, 

viz., foot-soldiers (padati), war-chariots, cavalry, and 
elephants. The foot-soldiers marched with heavy steps.154 

Though Dr. P.C.Chakravarti thinks that the final disappea
rance of chariots from ike India’s military system pro-

135bably came about in the eighth century A.D., Dhanapala’s 
evidence would go against it inCnsmuch as a regular army, 
or a part of it, consisting of war-chariots has been spe
cifically mentioned along with the elephants and horses 
in the TM. ^ The cavalry consisted of a corps of specially 
bred good horses (jatyavaha), on which rode the Parikaras, 
the lenthas and the Yanthas, who dressed themselves tightly

132. cf.TM(l), 298(11-13) — Strife
... I ^133. ibid.,p.202(1)-- ^ y fr< M ^‘ ■ "1

134. ibid.,p.ll6(2ff.) -- mk<&'
*P*T. ;

135. AQWIAI,p.26.
136. cf. .TM(N),p.84(16ff.)-^<^ rk^^vf^r ;371(15ff.)

rrft(Vf\--- |
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and were expert at fast riding. The elephant corps 

seems to have formed the major arm of those days and they 
appear to have "been elaborately equipped and employed in 
great numbers.1'58

Of the military formations only two, viz,, Anlkinl
and Yahinf are mentioned.1^ r^gy were commanded by an 

Anika-nayaka and a Yahinlpati respectively.^"® The authori

ty of the commander-in-chief (da^Ladhipa) extended over all 
the four arms of the military forces, including also the 

naval corps.
(b) UHiPQBM OF SOLDIERS ABD THEIR EQUIPMENTS :

Soldiers covered up theit heads with a long piece of
cloth on which they wore various types of helmets, and the
trunk proper was protectedfby different types of steel ar- 

141mours. Usual auspicious marks, such as, a Tilaka of 
Hocana and Durva sprouts were of course to be put on.1^2 

Among the military weapons, sword, spear, and bow predomi

nated, though other weapons like mace, discus, dart, fire-
______ ______ _ ‘ missile
137* cf. ibid. ,p.242C3ff.)-- ?t3'^r

€^i"Ptvcf; — ( ,

138* cf. ibid.,p.86(16)—- '=wjk3i r«r tr* »ci ri • etc.;
215(21ff.) — ^ ^TR'V-frii qYr^__-jj

. 227(22) «•*rM^TSTTn'M; *• i
139. ibid.,p.83(2); 242,(3). . \ .
140. ibid.,p.187(12); 242(3).
141. ibid.,p. sr(to-tTht^R:.; (p.t.O.)
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145are also mentioned. ' Drums and trumpets were principal 
equipments for military band.1^- 

(c) MILITARY' CAMPS :-
Dhanapala's sketchy descriptions of military camps,

such as, the one of Prince Harivahana on the Lauhitya moun- 
145tain and the other of Prince Samaraketu on the shore of

146the Southern Ocean are interesting in some of the details. 
The camp was generally laid near a river or a lake and con
sisted of a number of tents of various sizes and types serv
ing as "residential quarters, commandant’s head-quarters, 
military store-room, mess and etc., The tents for royal and
other dignitaries were of various colours, had number of

napartments and were adorned with ornamentations like the
crocodile-arches etc.. The royal tent, laid in the centre of
the camp, was surrounded by an extensive fence of bamboo
poles. The tents of the body-guards and the feudatories
were laid in successive series around the central one. The

147courtyard of the tent was probably plastered with cowdung.

145. TI(N), p. 15(23) — rRanft----; 92(9) - - --- ;114(18 ) -- ■ a -----;
16(6) srv*? — — j 523(7) --
--- wmfovftW-------- 1 87(7) - J 92(10ff.);
87(7ff•)•

144. ibid.,p.86(10)-- ; 86(14)-- .......... •86(20)— ’.... •
145. ibid.,p.l82(16ff.)• / 146. ibid.,pp.123-124.
149. ibid.,p.l90(10ff.).
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The site of the camp of an emperor*s forces could easily 
he recognized by thousands of partly destroyed elephant- 
-bedsj48 It is interesting to note that lions were also

14.0 „carried in cages along with the camping forces. Caranas 
had an important plaee in military forces since they ser
ved to enhance the enthusiam of, and inspired courage in,
the troops by encouraging panegyrics and memories of brave

150deeds of past heroes.
Military supplies like utensils and other hecessa-

151ries were transported with the camp on oxen and buffaloes,
A miniature city life was created in the camp wity its 
shopping facilities. Courtesans accompanied the forces and 
ran wine bars where music and entertainment were made avail
able to the soldiers, Festivals were duly celebrated with

152all their rejoicings. During the nights the camp was 
illuminated by means of torches.

(d) ABMY IN ACTION
The king generally marched against an enemy in the 

karad season with the intention of annexing his territory.

148. TM(N),p.235(20ff«) -• -nrfn

149. ibid.,p.84(12) — ^ i ui ru a-i\ ----
150. ibid.,p.86(5); 86(11)} 141(19).
151. ibid._,p. 124(15)--

152. ibid.,p.84(3ff•)•
153. ibid.,p.86(19ff,),
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The army halted their march during the night-hours and
camped. *^The march was commenced on an auspicious day,*55
on which the king rode the royal elephant, and an auspici-

156ous pitcher was placed in his front. The feudatories then
157mounted their horses and, at the signal of the drum, the

158foot-soldiers started marching, /
When the rival forces were stronger and it was not

possible to fight.single-handed, the kings preferred to 
shut themselves in the forts situated on the tops of moun
tains or in the midst of water*59an<j tried to secure mili
tary ns reinforcements from neighbouring kings.**50 Elabo

rate precautionary and preparatory measures were taken 
when the forces took refuge in a fort. Thus, the adjoining 
villages were burnt away, probably after transferring the 
populatioa to a safer placej the reservoirs of water out
side the fort were destroyed; profuse grains were stored 
and large amonts of fodder and firewood wane collected in-

K
side the fort? old wells and step-wells were renovated for

154. cf. TM(N),p.38(l)-----1
155. ibid.,p.l6(5ff.). Wts-

' -OT^tuT: . JJ-mIc'i ■ -I . -
156. ibid. ,p.97(9ff *) yr---•

snc-"'157. ibid.,p.232(2ff.).
158. ibid.,p.l53(10ff.)j 321(23ff.).
159. cf. ibid.,p.l42(22ff.)*, ,276(7).
160. cf. ibid. ,p.82(22ff,)
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use and cleared of mud; unnecessary people were expelled 
from the fort; the ground just near the foot of the castle 
was made rugged and uneven; the approaches to the mote su
rrounding the castle-wall were made steep in order to make 
it difficult to drop in and cross over; unknown or uniden
tified persons were prevented from entering, or getting out 
of, the fort. All the roads to the castle-wall, and the 
gates, were heavily guarded hy vigilent trustworthy gua
rds; stones, to "be thrown by hands, were collected in heaps 
near the castle-wall; the divisions of cavalry and elepha
nts were kept constantly moving along the frontier regions; 
and strange .types of firing machines were installed in the 
guard-posts •

In such circumstances, the attacking forces laid a
heavy and tight sx seige around the fort tomforestall any

, i goreimbursment of enemy forces by the neighbouring kings.
163Civilians suffered at the hands of the sieging forces.

164Brief fighting bouts were resorted to as a strategy. A
generally accepted code of military morals deprecated *ias

165fighting during the nights as dishonourable. Even then 
the brave and honourable warriors like Samaraketu did

161. TM(N),p.82(15-22).^ N
162. ibid.,p.83(lff^rr^r >1 £n|
163. ibid. ,p.83(4~-i
164. ibid.,p.343(19)/r , . ,165. ibid.,p.94(14)-%?^^4;#:ra": SWV* $**«*•.-- - j

95(10)- - t^-nfHTvrrsf'T —t
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choose to launch a night-attack (yaminl-yuddha) in spe

cial circumstances probably as it afforded the advantage 

taking the enemy by surprise.

Dhanapala has referred to the following aspects of 

actual fighting in action : Thus the rival forces (i), sh

outed at, or abused, each other; (ii) uttered loud war-cries; 

(iiil pelted stones; (iv) flousished trumpets very shrilly; 

(v) sprinkled boiling oil from the spouts of the firing 

machine'; (vi) Soldiers,protected under huge shields, cra

wled ^ndar the foot of the castle-wall and tried to dig 

out a passage inside; (viij soldiers on the castle-wall 

hotly shouted at them; (viii) the shielded soldiers en

treated their commanders to allow them to enter into the 

dug out portions of the castle-wall; (ix) the mounts of 

the elephants were subjected to fire by throwing lighted

bunches of grass on to them; (x) arrows with red-hot blades
\

were shot; (xi) the doors of the gates were subjected to

heavy blows of axes; (xii) volleys of stones were directed

in the direction of the sounds of the axe-blows; and (xlii)

the village people gathered at a safe distant^ spot to wit-
167ness the fighting. There are references to the use of 

168hail-stones as bullets to be fired probably from the

166. TM(H),p.63(16).
167. ibid.,p.83(7-15).
168. ibid. ,p.16(1)— - - I
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firing-machine, like a cannon? to battle formations and
169selection of hard ground as suitable for fighting.

Rival kings were at times completely exterminated
170aling with their wives and children. It was but a custom

to capture women and children along with the seizure of
171the wealth of the enemy. Soldiers were allowed to loot

the cities and villages of the enemy. Libraries were also
looted and the books obtained thereof were then distributed
by the victorious king to the scholars of his own court.

SI(e) CESSATION OR HOSTIHEB AND POST-BATTLE TREATMENT :
............ ..........—.........n...... .....................................  ... ...

Hostilities were ceased during the Summer season for
the following reasons s (i) the weather was too hot? (ii)
the elephants were likely to be averse to fighting in such
a hot season? (iii) it was prudent to avoid the predicament

173of incurring heavy losses of elephants in the odd season.
Once the enemy was defeated decisively, the cease- 

-fire was declared to the beat of the drum, and the soldiers

169. TM(N) ,p.86(12) - ~ £cic^-f^^r.44- ^
i . _170. ibid.,p. 16(7) - f-

171. cf. ibid.,p.l37(4ff.) --

172. cf. ibid.,p.291(3ff•) -- jrfeaT
jh rfnfa a-irverrti ^

5«r<sr I
173. ibid.,p.24(20ff.).
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' 174 * _of the defeated army were granted general amnesty. Sra-
ddha ceremony was performed, in a near-by ritrer, for the

17*5deceased fighters. Wounded soldiers even of the enemy
were given red-cross treatment.176

(f) MARITIME ACTIVITIES AMD NAVAL EXPEDITION :-
• . 177 -

Dr. Radhakumud lookerji informs ns that towards 
the end of the tenth century and the early part of the ele
venth one, Southern India witnessed a remarkable outburst 
of naval activity under the strong government of a succe
ssion of Cola kings. Rajaraja the Great conquered Ceylon 
41 (Ilam) by means of his powerful navy, and his operation 
extended to the countless islands, like the Laccadives and 
Maldives, in the ocean. His inscriptions record his achie
vement of a great naval victory over Sangrama Vijayottunga 
Varman, the king of Kadaram, whom he caught by dispatching 
his army in many ships across the stormy Bay of Bengal. In 
addition to Kadaram he also took the flourishing sea-ports 
of Takkolam and Matama or Martaban, and annexed the whole 
kingdom of Sri Vishaya (or Vijaya) and Nakkavaram or the 
Nicobar and Andaman Islands. This has Been confirmed by

174. cf. ibid. ,p.97(4ff.)
q i §TiTi'q ^ ( d =5 ff c£_ \

175. ibid. ,p.97(6ff.) -- <xE(t
170. ibid*,p*97(8ffj^-

177. HIMSA,pp* 174-176*.
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Prof. K.A.Iilakanta §astri.178 In the opinion of Dr. Moti-

chandra,^7^the naval expedition by Prince Samaraketu of

Raftgasala, the capital of the Simhala country, reflects

the contemporary naval expedition of the Cola king. It is
possible that such expeditions were also mounted by the
Paramara kings like Slyaka II, Vakpatiraja Munja and es-

.180
pecially by Bhoja whose victory over Konkana must have 
helped him to annex, or obtain in political bargain, some, 
of the islands along the western coast. It is probable 
that Bhoja had concluded a naval treaty with the king of 

Ceylon, after annexing the islands of Maldives and Dacca- 
dive s, as a counter move against his Cola rival in the 

South India; She latter's rivalry with the Ceylon kingdom 

is a wellknown fact of history. Thus, the Cola kings en- 
joyed supremacy over eastern islands in the Bay og Bengal, 
and these of the Greater India such as Java, Sumatra and 
others, while the Paramara klngjrf confined his supremacy to 

the islands along the western and south-western coast; 
this is in view of the fact that in Dhanapala's II, Me- 

ghavahana, the king of Ayodhya, appointed Prince Samaraketu
N

of Simhala as the principal companion of his heir-apparent

178. C,pp.168-250.
179. Sr.V.,p.220.
180. El, Vol.XIX,pp.69-75.



687

Prince Harivahana , thus removing a powerful naval ally of 
the king of Kanci who was the rival of the Worth Indian 
empire, the end result being the treaty between these two 
powerful empires. Br. Motichandra has noticed that the 
eye-witness account of naval vessels,as given by Bhoja in 
his Yuktikalpataru. It is possible that Dhanapala was 
also taken with one of the expeditionary naval campaigns 
by Munja or Bhoja, during which the poet might have wit
nessed a naval fight.

A few details in the description of the naval expedi
tion as given by Dhanapala are worth noting, Ships were

182made of tightly fastened wooden planks. Special care
was taken to plug the joints and the holes in the ship by

183means of paste prepared from flour. The naval fleet
184consisted of thousands of vessels. Before commencing

the voyage, things of daily use, such as Ghee, edible oil,
blankets, medicines, etc., were carefully stuffed and sto-

185red in the ships. War-chariots, horses and elephants 
were considered useless for the naval expedition.188 Fresh 

banners of variegated colours were tied to the flagpost of 
the ships. After ceremonial obeisance to the Ocean, the

181. Sr.V.,p.231.
182. TM(N),p.131(5)"- |
183 * ibid., p . 132 ( 8 ) - - •̂ l
184. ibid.,p. 149(23)--- ^
185. (Contd. on next page.) 3
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prince boarded the ship and took his seat on the KattavSra-
naka at the head of the vessel, the feudatories and the 

8»commanders bqrded their respective vessels which surroun
ded the royal ship, k flourish of the conches signalized 
the commencement of the voyage of the fl&et. The voyage 
was marked by war-music of the naval band consisting of 
musical instruments like Jhallarx, Pataha, Panava, and etc,, 
accompanied by the loud *Jaya Jaya' exclamation of the ba
rds and recital of auspicious verses of the panegyrics; 
the melodious singing, in high pitc&, of the Mantras by the
Brahmuns who showered rice grains and flowers as a token of

188blessings enthused the atmosphere.
The voyage was broken for the following reasons : when 

a long distance was covered; the dignitaries were getting 
sick sick due to cold sea-winds; the sailors were too tired 
to qkiBift quickly weild the oars; the sailor-chiefs in the 
observation posts were too exhausted to keep awake and wa
tchful; the wind was blowing against the direction of the

(Ft. nts. continued from p.687 ?-)
185. ibid, ,p,131(3ff•) ... -

•PT.'flTsfr jfcii t I
186. ibid. ,p.l31(6ff.) - - o**rf«V
187. ibid•, p. 132 ( 9 ) -"% - -1
188. ibid.,pp.132-133.
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voyage and the vessels could not proceed further inspite of 

the efforts of the sailors? and when it was not possible to 
reach land again in a short duration of time .^8%he break 

of the voyage was utilized for waiting for the following x 

ships, giving medical treatment and rest to wounded soldiers, 

reimbursing the supplies and equipments for feeding the for

ces, repairing the vessels, and for storing adequate amount
190of drinking water and fire-wood.

All equipments, such as tents and their accessories, 

for pitching a naval camp, were carried in the vessels. The 

inmates of royal harem ans courtezans accompanied the expe- 
aittcn necessary servants an* Roarers, ^on,

the naval soldiers, Dhanapala has specifically mentioned 

the wrestlers.

Various ways and means were adopted in order to ward 

off the acquatic creatures, axil insects, and etc., Tims, 

boiling oil was poured on to the water? palms were clapped 

to produce loud noise? huge fishes etc., were avoided by 

working the oars swiftly? frog-jewels were tied in order 

to avoid being stung by acquatic insects; collyrium of a
•» mmtm am mm tmmmmm mm mm mmmtmmtm trnmmmtmm'mmmmmmjmmmmmmmm mm tm mmmmmrnmm m

189. TM(H),p.138(1-8).
190. ibid.,p.138(8-14).
191. ibid.,pp.140-141.
192. ftf. ibid,,p.141(18)--- I
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crocodile, fat was applied to the eyes to enable one to 
see in the darkness and into the waters.

During the naval expedition against the restive feu
datories of the islands in the Southern Ocean, Prince Sa-
maraketu started from Rangasala, the capital of Simhala

194country, in the direction of the Suvela mountain and 
seems to have dealt with the feudatories administering 
the Maldives and Laccadives, ifcHHBHiandHai Then he appears 
to have returned to Lafikapurl.195

****** j} * Q * $ ******

***—________ ____ _____ ____ _____________ _____________ ____
193. TM(N),pp.145-146.
194. ihid.,5.152(15ff3*m- -ST -

4r'M M «■*< c'STifSi i -H n_— l
195. ibid., p. 136 (19ff.) - <*>f<r£^ni..
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