CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Introductory :

There is a class of Indlan iiterature called "Purana'
which contains rich materials retrlecting various aspects
or Tndian culture. R.C. Hazra writes, "The extant Puranas
presents a very rich collection ot materials ror the study
ot the development ot Hindu rites and customs during the
centuries intervening between Y3jHavalkya and the Smrti-
Nipbandhas. During this long period, the Hindu society
passed through numerocus vicissitudes, so much so that in
mmwwmsmcm'meHﬂmurimsamtmmMMsasfmmdjnfme
Nipandhas, ditter from those in the Codes of Manu and
Y4 jRavalkya, Hence, the study or the Puranas is of immense
importance ror a clear understanding ot the whole course
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ot the development. They are next in importance only to

the Vedas and theretore they are said to pe the titth Veda.

They claim tor themselves an equal antigquiby and sanctity

2

with the Vedas.” The DP, (ITI.19) states that tfrom the Vedas

T*Aazra R,C., Studies in the Pur3@nic Records on Hindu Rites

and Customs, Prerace, p.l.

2+pusalkar A.D., Studies in the Epics and Purdnas, p.22.



and their auxiliaries emerge the Purﬁrg.as. They cover so
vast a subject that they are considered to be Ma ‘popular
encyclopaedia or ancient and medieval Hindudsm, religious,
philosophical, historical, personal, social and pol%FiCal.”3
The study ot the Puranas helps in understanding clearly the
meaning ot the Vedas, "It is now becoming increasingly clear
that the meaning of the Vedas was clearly comprehended

by those who were attempting its re-statement in the pattern

o1 the Puréqic style", writes V.S, Agra\,qala.1'r

a
The term "Purana" is used in India forllong time in

the sense of "ancient story". The term is loosely used to ®
denote Itihasa, which also narrates the old story. The
Indians have used the terms PurBna, Akhyana and Itih3sa in

5

a loose way and of'ten they are used as synonyms.

3

*Pargiter K.E,, "Pur@nas", Encyclopaedia ot Religion and
Ethics, Vol. X, p. 448,

LF'Agrawéla V.S., Vamana Purana - & Study, Intro., p.IX.

5'Winternitz M., A History or Indian literature, p.311;
tror the etymology of the word "purina' vide Kane P.V.
HDS, Vol. V, part II, pp. 855-6; and for the discussion
on the terms "Pur@na, Itih3sa and Akhydna" vide Gupta
Anand Swarup, '"Purina, Itihasa and AkhyZna", Purina,
Vol.VI,No.2,July, 196k, pp. k511t ) o
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According to traditional views, there are two classes
ot the Purinas, viz. the Mahapurina and the Upapurana,
each of which numbers eighteen.6 Owger and above this, there
is a class of Indian literature or the same character, which
gives, in particulay the ancient stories accounting for the
origin ot certain castes. B.J. Sandesara and R.N,Mehta
are inclined to classify them as Caste~Pur§@as.7 "These
Puranas occasionally claim to be the part or some Mah3puranas;
but orten stand in their own right as Puréir;as."8 Numerous
castes in Gujarat have their own Puranas, The.following is a
small list of the caste Puranas : Dharm3ranya ror Mocha
Brahmins and Banias, Srimdlapurana tor S,ri_mé{l'i' Brahmins and
Banias, Nagai;haqqa for Nagars, AnFvila Purana tor Anavila
Brahmins, Vdyu Purana tor Vayadd Brahmins and Banias, K&likd
Purana tor Coppersmiths, Nipitapur@na tror the caste of

barbers,9 Valakhilyapurdna tor Jharola Brahmins and Banias, -

6‘Hor the list or the Mahfpurfnas vide Pusalkar A.D., Op.cit.,

p.25; vide also Kane P.V., HDS. Vol.V,Part II, p.831.

A,D.Pusalkar admits that there is no unitrormity in
the enumeration of the Upapur@nas (Op.cit., p.25). Accord-
ing to R.C. Hazra, there are more than a hundred Upapuranas.
(vide his introduction to the Vishm Purina tr. by H.H.,
Wilson, p.(a); Ct. alSo Hazra R.C., Studies in the Upa-
puranas, Vol. I, pp.2fr.). B

"Mallapurdna ed, by B.J. Sandesara and R.N.Mehta, GOS No.qul
Intro., p.2. ’

*Ipbid., TIntro., p.2.
*Ibid., Intro., p.2, tn.3.
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S&cThara-mdhdtmya ror Sacora Brahmins, Siddhavatik@mihatmya
tor DIééqféaval Brahmins and Banias,.Koﬁayafkaméhatmya tor
Khadiyatd Brahmins and Banias, Brahmaksetram@hatmya ror
Khedaval Brahmins, Kandulapurana tor Kandol casfé, and

Ekalingamahdtmya tor Mevadi caste, O

Considering their extent and the lack or room tor them
amongst the Mahapurinas, the cgste-Purinas may be classed
with the Upapurénas so as not to violate the traditional
view that accepts the existence of only two classes oy, the
Pur@nas, viz. the Mah@8puranas and the Upapurdnas; the frormer
number eighteen; and the latter, more than a hundred, accord-

ing to R.C. Hazra.

The dimportance oi the study ot the Upanuranas,
especially the caste~Purinas :

It seems that A.D., Pusalkar is not prepared to accept
the importance or the Upapuranas when he says that "There

is a very little of historical value in the Upa-purénas.“11

10+ave k. .B., "Gujardthi Jidtipurano tatha tIrthamZhatmye",
Swadhyaya, Vol.5, 1967-68, p.88.For briet accounts regard~
ing some oi these Purdnas, TIrthamihitmyas and the
castes conmected with them vide Ibid. pp. 90ft,

Mepusaikar A,D., Op. cit.,, p. 25.
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R.C. Hazra, however, points out "that the Upapuranas are
rich as much in number as in content, that some oi them

are much earlier than many of the so called Mah3puranas,

and that, like the extant Mahﬁpuréqas, they are of capital
importance not only tor the study or the social and religi-
ous institutions ox the Hindus from the pre-Gupbta period
downward but also for varied information ot literary, .
historical, geographical, and cultural interest."12 The
importance or the Upapuranas is brought out by M. Winternitz
when he states that "The Upapuranas......... do not in
‘general ditter essentially rrom the Puranas except in

as much as they are even more exclusively adopted to suit
the purpose of local cult and the religious need oi separate
sect."!3 P.V. Kane also reiterates that the Upapuranas

that have already peen published "do not differ much in the
" matter of subjects from some oi the principal Puranas."1h
Tt is, theresore, needless to say how important the study
ot thg Upapuranas Should,be and it is 'erroneous', as

R.C. Hazra puts it, to believe that the Upapur§hés are
'later and inferior works' and scarcely deserve any serious

attention.15

'2Hagra R.C., Op. cit., Vol.I, Pretace, p.iii.
13eyinternitz M., A History of Indian Literature, p.579.
egane P.V., HDS., Vol.V,Part II, p.83k.

15 Bazra R.C., Op. cit., Vol.I, Pretace, p.iii.



Some of the caste Puranas give not only the stories
accounting ror the origin or certain castes but also, iike
mgjor Puranas, data concerning religion, customs, belief's,
society, political conditions, history, art, geography
etc., It is, theretore, selt-evident that what is applicable
to the Mahépurégas and Upapurd@nas should also be to the
cast§~Pur§gas, i.e, their study is of immense ;mportance
to understand clearly various aspects of Indian culture
and trace its development as well as the local history and

culture,

It is regretaple that lthe caste-Puranas hardly
adtract the interest of scholars. Very tew of them were
taken up ror critical study. Veena Das has studied colle-
ctively the céste~Pur§nas in her thesis entitled "4
Soclological Investigation ot the Caste Puranas of

Gujarat", suomitted to Delhi University in 1971 tor Ph(D.

r_ Ordieally g
degree, B.N. Parmar has studied Srimala—PurinakinAﬁhesis

entitled "Cultural and Critical Study ot SrimZ1i-Purdna'
submitted to the M.S. University in 1969 also for Ph.D.

degree,



Dharmaranya Purdna : It is the caste-Purana of Modha

Brahmins and Banias., It consists of 69 chapters and the
metres used therein are Anustup, Upendravajra, Vasanta-
tilaka and éérdﬁlavikri@ita. It was frirst published and
translated into Gujaratl by Praphashankar Jayashankar
Pathak in 1924, According to the colophon at the end of
each chapter, it claims to be the part or Patilakhanda of
the Padma Purana, but the printed Padma Purana which is
available aoes not contain Dharmaranya in the Pétﬁlakhap@a
nor in other Khandas, This claim seems to suggest that the
DP. was composed at'ter the Padma Purana had been egfébli~
shed as it is in the present printed rorm.%Me Padma Puripa
is published by Anandisrama and Véhka@eévara Press., In
both these editions it has six Khandes, viz. (1) &di, (2)
Bhumi, (3) Brahma, (%) Patdla, (5) Srsti (also callaiﬁ
Prakriya) and (6) Uttara in the fnss ed., and (1) Srsti,
(2) Bnumi, (3) Svarga, (4) Brahma, (5) Patdla and (6) Uttara

a.16

in the Venk. e A1l the Khandas are not latter than

1400 A.D.'7 The date of the DP. is some what later than

16‘V1de Hazra R,C., Studies in the Puranic Records on Hindu

Rites and Customs, pp. 107-8. There is also the Padma Pur@na
edited by Pandit Sriram Sarma Hcarya and it is published

in 1968 by Samskriti Samsthan, Knvija Kutdb (Veda Nagar)
Barelli. It is incomplete.

17‘Hazra R.C., Ibid, pp. 181 113 tor the discussion on the
dates of Patdla Khanda vide 2lso Chaterji Asoke, "The
Position and Anthulty of the Patala-Khanda of tne Padma
Purana", Purana, Vol. II, Nos. 1-2, July, 1960, pp. 52 ff.
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this. The Padma Purana is believed to have been composed
in Western India, Maharastra or Rajputana in particular.18
Hence, it must have exerted its great influence on the
people ot this part ot India, so much so that it tempted
the author or the DP. to claim the DP. to be ﬁhe part of

the Purana with the objective o raising its importance

and of vesting it with the authority equal to the Purdna.

The DP. records the tall or Moheraka; it is, thererore,
quite certain that it was not composed at Moheraka (=Modhera),
because after the fall of the city the Brahmins residing
there must have left the city. Even now-a-days there is
not a Modha Brahmin at Modhera, J.N. Trivedi opines that
the DP, seems to have been composed in some habitel on the

19

bank ot the Saparmatl.

"The Puranas may be classiried into several categories,
viz. (1) encyclopaedic like the Agni, Garuda and NiradIya,
(2) those mainly dealing with tIrthas such as Padma, Skanda
and Bhavisya, (3) sectarian, such as Linga, Vamana,
Markandeya, (4) historical such as Viyu and Brahmi@@a."20

Ot these, the DP, may tall under the categories 2 and L,

18’Chaterji Asoka, Ibid., p.60.

19+7rivedi J.N,, "Dharmaranyana PaficEvan GZmo", Swadhyiya,
Vol.I1I,196465,p.25.

2Oegane P.V., HDS., Vol.V, Part IT, p.uu2.
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Date .or_the DP, : The DP. (LXVIII) contains the account

ot Ala-ud-din's invasion or Gujarat which took place in
1297-98 A.D, and the 1all ot Patan and Modhera was brought
about py this invasion.21 This helpszgo assign, with great
certainty, the DP. to the date not betore this date. Now
let us survey the view of some scholars regafding the date

of the DP.

On &he above-mentioned ground K.B.Dave is of the

opinion that the DP., was composed in the end or the 1hth

22

century or in the beginning or the 15th century®© whereas

J.N. Trivedi opines that it was composed in the 14th

century.23 B.J. Sandesara and R.N, Mehta date the DP, in
2

15th century.”’ The above-mentioned dating is turther

21'The earlier chronological order ol some personages
and important events in the DP. is as under :

(1) Amaraja : date ranging from about 725-834 A.D.
(Vide Ch,.ID).

(2) Vanarfja : date ranging from apbout 746-796 4L,D.
(Vide Ch, VIII).

(3) SOrya temple was probably built in 1026-27 A.D,
(Vide Ch,VII). :

(4) King Kumirapdla : date ranging from 1133-1174 A.D.
(Vide Ch.,VIII). :

(5) The rirst temple or the goddess Bahucaraji was
puilt in 1152 A.D. (Vide Ch.VII),.

22+Dave K.B., Op. cit., p.92.
2
23+Trivedi J.N., Op. cit. p.ob.
2Megandesara B.J. and Mehta R.N., Op. cit., p.7.
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supporte& by the ract that some historical accounts
appearing in the DP. seem to rollow that or Vicaraéfegi
(1344 A.D.)g5 ot Merutunga, e.g. the inclusion ot Camunda-
Yréja in the Cavad# dynasty and the petrayal ot Midhava, as

discussed in ch . VIII,

The stress on the worship ot Krsna and Rama, as
discussed in ch. V, however, seems to push foreward the
date or the DP, to the 16th century, cbnsidering the dates
of" the respective propounders ot the two sects, viz. i
Vallaphacirya (1473-1532 A.D.%% op 1479-1531 £.0.27y ana

R&mananda (trom 13th century - 1470 A.D.zﬁ)_

Dharmaranya Purana and Paficalaksana :

Most of the Puranas declare that a Purdna should
treat or tive subjects : original creation (sarga),

dissolution and recreation (pratisarga), the periods or

25+5ee ¢h,VIIT under "Camunda".

26‘Shah J.G., Shri VallabhBcarya his Philosophy and
Religion, pp.4 and 52,

27-Marratia M.I., The Philosophy ot Vallathicirya, p.S:
see also ch.V.under "Avatiras or Visnu",

28‘See ch., V.under "Rama-worship".
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. ' . . ./
thé Manus (manvantara), ancient genealogies (vamsa), and

S e
accounts of persons mentioned in the genealogies (vamsa-

nucarita).

29 Because of the tive subjects being treated

in the Purina, the word "Pahcalaksana (having five charac-

teristic subjects)" was sometimes used as a synonym ot a

Puréna.3o It is interesting to note that the Dharmaranya

Purana,

though a minor Purdna, tulrils the Paficalaksana.

For example sarga is dealt with in chs, III. 9 t1. - IV,56;

pratisarga, in chs. LXIII,33 ri- IXIV,54; manvantara, in

ch. LXIIT.20 t1.; vamSa and vam$anucarita, in chs. I. 9 ff.,

XXX, 7 tt. and LXVI, 37 tf, These subjects are dealt with

in this thesis at their proper places. About the Palicalak-

sana P,V.

CE.

Kane makes the rollowing remarks :

"From the derinition given in the Purana
and the Amarakoba it does not at all
tollow that those five topics slone were
the consituent parts of the very ancient
Puranas, as Kirtel holds. What could be
said at the most is that tive were the
distinctive topics that ditterentiated
the Puranas class ot works from other
branches of literature and probably cognate
works called Itih@sa or it may be that the
t'ive are generalized as an ideal for Purinas
and that the very early represenuatlves ot
this class (that existed betore 4p.Dh.S.)
had not these five as characteristiecs." 31

29
St

V4 .
aé ca pratisargas ca_vamso manvantarani ca /
émicaritam caiva puranam paficalaksanam //

3O‘Parglter ¥.,E,, Op. cit., p. hh9, Kane P,V., HDS., Vol.V,
Part IT, pp.838-9; Pusalkar &.D., Op. cit.,, p.23.

3%+ kane P.V., HDS., Vol.y, Part IT, p.th1.
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In order to draw a demarcationdine clearly between
the Upapuranas and the Mahapur@inas, some Purdnas mention
the tormer as treating of five subjects mentioned above;
and the latter as treating of ten subjects, i,e. in addition
to the rive subjects mentioned above the tollewing tive
subjects, viz. vrtti (means ot livelihood) raksa (incarna-
tions ot gods), mukti (tinal emancipation), hetu (jiva,

unmanitest) and apééraya (Brahman) are treated. 2

»
It is seen that the DP. rulrils the Paficalaksana; it,

theretore, deserves to be called an "Upapurana" over and

above a "caste-Purana'.

Dharmaranya Purana and Dharmaranya Mahdtmva :

There is a work called Dharméranya MEhatmya (=DM) which
is a part or the SKP, Brahmakhanda. It consists ot 40
chapters, The extant printed SKP. ot the Verkate&vara Press
contains this portion. The DM. is also published independently
33

- I
with Gujarati translation by Manikyaram Durlapharam Sastri.

32+yige Pusalkar A,D., Op. cit., p.2% and Kantawala S.G.,
"The Puranas and Epics as Sources ot Religious, Social
and Cultural History ot India", The Journal ot The
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Vol.XIX, No.1,

3+Dave K.B., Op. cit., p.91. There are works kindred to
the DP, called "Mogha Purina" and another version or
"Dharmiranya Mah3tmya". The tormer consisting or 36
chapters, belongs to Pat@lakhanda or the 8KP, It is
published and translated into Gujarati by Vaidya
Manekr@m Durlabharam Shastri in 191%. The latter,
P.T.O.
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Ltter examining the contents of both the DP, and the
DM., one tinds that there are many stories which are
common to both. The DP, distinctly difters from the DM,

Only in that it contains historical accounts of Gujarat

trom the toundation of Patam by Vanaradja upto the tall or

Patan and Modhera at the hands ot Muslims. K.B. Dave
dates the DM. not later than 8th century>' but this date
requires reconsideration, as the rererence to the king
Kumdrpdla in chs. 36 and’'38 may lead one to ass%gn this
Pur@ina to a much later date, i,e. not petore 1143-Lk -
35y

1173-7% A.D, (the date or the king Kumirapala . Consi-

dering the subject-matters in both the works, one feels that
the DP, is the result of the improvement upon the DM. This
may be one or the reasons why the author ot the DP. claims

it to pbe the part ot the Padma Purana instead or the Skanda

Puréna in accordance with general tendency of claiming a
work to be part ot the SKP. ,in order to avoid rivalry

petween the two works,

consisting of 10 chapters,which torms the rirst part
of the whole work,belongs to Dharmaranyakhanda or the
SKP., It was publlshed by Popatlal Hamsaraj Sheth of
Jamnagar.,

3*’Dave K.B., Op. cit., p. 90,
35‘For\$he date vide Buhler G., '"Eleven Land-Grants ot

the Chalukyas of Anhilwad, & Contribution of the History

of Gujarat", Indian Antiquary, July, 1877, p.213.



