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APPENDIX I
THE SUMMARY
OoF

THE DHARMARANYA PURENA

Chapter I

The Dharm@ranya Pur@na opens with the invocation to
the goddess Sarasvati, Rama, Nirdyana and Nara. Then begins
the interlocation between seers and the siita. They asked
him about the best ot all the tIrthas. The sUta narrated
to them the story told to Yudhisthira by Dhaumya, First
the account regarding the king YUdhigphira was told as

follows -

Once there was a city called HastinZpura situated on
the bank ot the Ganges, It was ruled by a righteous king
named Bharata, the son or éakuntalé. The heroic Bh3ratas
were progenies. éantanu, who was the son ot the king Pratipa,
belonged to this dynasty. Eight sons were born of Gaﬁgé by
the king éantanu. All except BnIsma were drowned in the
Ganges by Ganga. She deserted the king because ﬁe rescued
Bhi?ma the eighth son. The king married again with Matsyagan-

dha who bore him two sons viz. Citr3ngada and Vicitravirya,
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On the death of Santanu, Citrangada ascended the throne

but soon atrterwards he died in battle with the Gandharvas,
He was succeeded by Vicitravirya who married twe daughters
ot the king ot Kééi who were brought for him by his halt-
brother Bhisma. Atrter some time Vicitravirya died of some
disease. An idllegitimate union between Satyavati (i.e.
Matyagandhs) and Parasara resulted in the birth of a son
named Vyasa. The plind Dhrtarastra and the leper Pandu

were born ot one ot the two widows o the king Vicitravi%ya
by Vyasa through levirate system. Vidura was born ot a
maid-servant by Vyasa. Kunti, the wire or P&ndu, gave birth
to Yudhisthira, Bhimar and Arjuna; and Madri, to Nakula and
Sahadeva. Duryodhana was born ot GandharT, the wite of
Dhrtarastra. On the death or Pé@@u, the tive Pandavas were
brought up by Bhisma. They were entrusted to the care of
Drona tor their education in Hastindpura. On account of
their all-round superiority, Duryodhana, having Karna and
Du@éééana as his henchmen, was envious of them., He attempted
to get rid or them many times but failed. In the course ot
their wandering, atter escaping from the burning lac-house,
they came to Ekacakra city. Then they obtained Draupadl,
the daughter or the king Drupada, as as their common wite.
Atterwards, they rounded a city tor themselves called
Indraprastha., The deteat or Yudhisthira in the game ot dice,

necessitated the tive Pandavas, their wife and mother to
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live in exile. During this period Arjuna once, practised
penance on a mountain., He, then, roﬁght with éiva disguised .
as a Kirata. Siva was pleased with him; consequently he
conterred on him his divine bow and then took him to heaven.
The absence ftor a long time of Arjuna caused concern to
Yudhis@hira who thus was aftlicted with distress. Dhaumya
came to him and consoled him with a religious discourse,

He also advised the king to pay a visit to holy places.
Chapter II

First Dhaumya told Yudhisthira that spiritual height
is superior to the physical visit to holy places. Then he
sang the glory ot Dharmdranya as the best ot all the tirthas.

The chapter deals in detail with the problemg or tirthayatrs.

Chapters IIT - IV and V

The origination ot Dharmaranya is dealt with. At
the outset, the world's creation is narrated. (See chapter
VI). At one'stage in the process of creation Brahmi was born
in the lotus which sprang up irom the navel of slumbering
Viggu. Then Madhu and Kaitabha were created by him (Vi§gu);

They threatened to kill Brahmi and were eventually slain by
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Visqu. (See chépter W), Atter having created the world by
Vi$@u30rder, Brahma went to a place to be known later as
Dharmaranya and practised penance there, which resulted in
the roundation of Moherakapura and the establishment of

Brahmins therein.
Chapter VI

There is the description ot 24 gotras and the ramily -

goddesses ot the Brahmins residing in Mocherakapura.-
Chapter VII

On Brahma's request, Kamadhenu created 36,000 Gobhija
Vaniks to be the servants or the Brahmins already established
/
in Moherakapura by Brahma, Visnu and Siva. They were given

the damsels created rrom the mind or Visvavasu in marriage.
Chapter VIII

Herein there is the description or Moherakapura and
the duties or the Vaniks towards the Brahmins. Then the

glory or Kamadhenu is sung.
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Chapters IX - X

The story to account tror the derivation’ of the word
"Dharmaranya" is narrated. The name “Dharﬁéragya" is said
to have peen associated with the penance or Yama or Dharma-
raja. (See chapter VI). By the ravour or’ éiva, Dharmedvara
was erected to commemorate Dharmarajats penance.

)

Chapters XI - XII

In the beginning the origination or Gahgikipa or |
Dharmavapi is dealt with. Then in order to sing the glory
o1 the tirtha the story or a Brahmin named Jayadeva is
narrated. He killed a Brahmin and took his property and
subsequently he contracted leprosy. In order to get rid or
leprosy he made pilgrimages to various holy places. Other
holy places could not cure him or the leprosy except Dharma-

VapT.
Chapters XIII -~ XIV and XV

. ’
First the; glory or Dharmesvara is sung and then the tu-
neral procedures or Traividya Brahmins are described. Fewards

Thenwri er—he chapter is the glorirication or Devakhzata.
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The origin or DevakhBta or Devasarovara is said to have been
asgociated with the Hg?gfiﬁa—zorm or Vigﬁu. (See chapter.VI.).
Mokgeévara was erected at the place where Hayagriva practised
penance untilzgiiginal head came back to him.

i

Chapters XVI - XVII

The account ot origin ot SUryakunda is told here.
1t is connected with the meeting of Samjfd and S¥rya in
the forms of a mare and a horse respectively at Dharméragya
(See under "Surya" Chapter VI.). The temple of the sun-god
designated Bakularka is said to be built by Vibvakarman to

house the images ot SUrya and Samj¥a there too.
Chapter XVIIT

Arter having revealed the secret about Samjng to
Strya, Chayi went to Dharamaranya where she met both Samjfa
and Surya. She requested SUrya to rind a residence ror her,
He order Viévakarman to build a temple and a kugdg named
Chayd-kunda to the north or his temple ror her. Towards
the end or the chapter, the establishment or Ganesa and the

mode of worshipping the god are deseriped.
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Chapter XIX

4 —_ - -
The establishment o1 the goddesses, Srimata, Bhattarika,
- /.. - , .
Nanda and Santa and the method or worshipping them are

described,
Chapters XX - XXII '

The story to account tor the origin or the goddess
Mé%aﬁgihis’narfated. (See chapter VI,). The sotery ot Indra's
hiding in a lotus in the M3nasa lake is also narrated in
chapter XXTI to illustrate the statement that a god also had
to experience the rruits or his action, Towards the end ot
chapter XXII, it is enjoined that the goddess Métahgﬁ should
be worshipped on all auspicious or inauspicious occasions.
The goddess is recommended strongly tor worshipping in a

marriage ceremony ot a Modha Brahmin.

Chapter XXIII

The goddess Bharadil causes the bride and bridegroom
to raint in a marriage ceremony. She is, thereiore, recommen-

ded ror worshipping in a marriage ceremony., Towards the end

ot the chapter, various goddesses in and around Mcherakapursa

are enumerated.
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Chapter XXIV

The origination or Nagatirtha (Nigakups) is described:
r -
A Brahmin named Visvamitra, by traud, took possession or money
. . . . 4 N
deposited with him by a Brahmin named Agnisarman. As a result,

in the next birth he was born oz Agniéarman's wite as a
snake. Afterwards, he resided in the abode in the pond

called Utkata and thus rendered the place sacfed.
Chapter XXV

The adultery with Ahalya by Indra resulted in the loss
ot his scrotums as the result of the curse of Gautama, the
husband of Ahalya. To get rid or this sin Indra practised
penance at Dharmaraqya till éiva‘was pleased and went there
to grant him a boon. Indra chose that nganteévara temple
be erected to commemorate his penance there and éiva granted

accordingly,
Chapter XXVI

The origination ot Dharaksetra is described.(See

Chapter VII),.
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Chapter XXVII

The origination ot the tiIrtha Devamajjanaka is explain-
I .
ed. It is associated with Siva who became unconscious on
account ot Pargvati's mantra. (See chapter VI).

H

Chapters XXVIIT - XXIX

There is the glorirication ot the rivers Suvarna and
Rupya. The origination ot the goddess Ksemalibha is also’
explained here. The temple is on the margin ot the pond
named Gambhira. (See chapter VII). Towards the end or the
chapter XXIX, the account or the goddess Bahucari is given.

(See chapter VII).
Chapters XXX - LI

Herein the story or Rama is narrated. (See chapter VI).
In the story the account or origin of GautamI-ganga and
Dandakdranya is inserted in chapter XILVII and XIVIII respec-
tively. (For Gangavatarana see chapter VI and tor Dandakara-
nya see App. II). The origination of Govatsesvara and
Lohayasti is also explained in chapters XLIX and L respecti-

vely. (See App.II).
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Chapters LIT - LVIII.

The chapters narrate the dispute between Modha
Brahmins on one side and the king Ama and his daughter,

. _on the othev, o
Ratnagang%é It was due to the appropriation by Ratnaganga,
ot Moherakapura and other villages belonging to Mo@ha
Brahmins according to the edict or Rama in the copper-plate.
The Brahmins were required to bring a means ot proot that
Moherakapura and other villages pbelonged to them. For this,
a group or the Brahmins went to Ramesvara and obtained from
there two packs of hairs trom Hanumat, by which they could
subdue the king. The dissension among the Brahmins during
the time or the conrlict resulted in the division into two
groups of the Brahmins viz. Traividya and Caturvidya. Within
the story the account ot the criginatién ot Rameévara and
Hanumantedvara is givén in chapters LVI and LVII. (See

also chapter VI.),
Chapter LIX

This chaptef deals with the division ofr Brahmins into
ditterent sub-castes viz. Ekﬁééna, Dhenuja,Tanduliya énd
Malla. The origination or the goddess Limbaj&, who is the

family-goddess of the Mallas, is also dealt with.
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CHAPTER LI~ IXT

The chapters deal with the origination or Dhenuja
Modha Brahmin. Then there is an account of conversion of
Modha Vanik to Jainism and thus resulted in the breach
‘between the Brahmin community and the Vanik community. As
a result, some Vaniks Iett Modhera and settled down in

various parts of Gujarét.
Chapter LXII

It deals with the rules governing the Brahmins belong-
ing to Modha-caste. Then tollows the account of how the
Yédavas, Xrsna, Balarama, the people or Dvébaké} &rjuna,
Yudhisthira, Pariksit met their ends. Atter the king Pari-
ksit's death, his son named Janamejaya was enthroned and he
ruled ftor a long time, oftering sacrifices to serpents.

Then started the XKali yuga in which vices prevailed, Various
undesirable events took place in this yuga. It is said
in a prophetic manner that the rall of Dharmaranya and other

holy places would be due to the vices or the Kali yuga.



CHapters LXIII -~ LXIV

The sUta narrated how Dharmaranya came into ruins.
First the measurement or time is described. The account ot
the world's dissolution is given : éivaéarman was sleeping
with his wite named Susvard in a swing when the tlood washed
them away. When éivargarman woke up once again and saw
the situation, he tied the swing to a bundle or wood which
was tloating along. Then the swing caught at the top of a
mountain named Triéyﬂga. Al ter some time Susvara gave birth
to a son. Soon atfter, éivaéérman died and Susvara immolated
nerselt at his runeral. Their son was reared up by birds,

was takan ’
and later hekﬁaa#to Brahmaloka by Brahma, Visnu and Siva.

He and his proggnies procreated in the Brahmaloka to such

an extent that it was crowded.
Chapter LXV

Once there was a tamine in Dharmaranya, which was due
to the vices of the ruler named Vena. He was later put
to death by the oppressed Brahmins and to tind a new ruler
the ler't hand ot his body was rubbed., Nisada emerged trom
it. Likewise, the right hand was rubbed add Prthu emeréed

trom it. Prthu was enthroned and by his penance framine was
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brought to an end. Then rollows the story ot the contest
for superiority between Visnu and Brahm&, having éiva as

© the judge. They were to tind the base and the top ot the
‘éivaliﬁga. Brahma was to tind the top; and Visnu, the base.
The tormer was blamed by éiva tor his lie, whereas the

latter was praised for his honesty.
Chapter LXVI

In the beginning ot the chépter the spread ot Jainism
is dealt with. It was the god Ganesa in the rorm of Dhundhi-
raja who disguised as a Jain Acirya that caused the spread
ot Jainism from Véré@asi'through his large circle or pupils.
Hemacarya and other pupils of Dhuq@hiféja came to Gujarat
to propagate the doctrine or Jainism. Then tollows the
account or the troundation ot Pa@tggghra and the genealogy
of its rulers. In the reign of the king Kumarapila the Jain
monks entered the city or Pa@?anapura. Hemacarya was respon-

sible tor the conversion of the king himself.
Chapter LXVIIL.

It records the dispute between the Jain monks under

the patronage or the king Kumdrapala and the Traividya
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Brahmins., After a long struggle the Brahmins gained an
upper hand and finally they won back the king to embrace
Vedism, He, subsequently, massacred the Jains, which caused

many ol them to run away to sate places,
Chapter IXVIII

It records the history when Ala-ud-din invaded Gujarat,
subdued the king Karna of Patan, and then dereated the

army of Moherakapura by tricks and through the treachery of
and °F Soaunmeya .

Madhava, the minister ot the king Karp%c Conversion of some

people of Mocherakapura was done atter the tall or the city.
Chapter LIIX

The tall ot MOherakapufa was attributed to the vices
of Kali yuga. Then follow the description of the vices ot
‘the Kali yuga. When the vices reach the zenith,Vigpu will
take an incarnation as Kalki to\restore righteousness.

Finally, Dharmafaqya will become as glorious as it was betore.
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