
Acknowledgement

It takes a long time to write a PhD thesis, though not as long a; 
some rail track, surprisingly. I would here like to express mv
people who have been very helpful to me during my journey of researcffPSha 
generation of this thesis.

First and foremost, I express my sincere and deep gratitude to Dr. P.C. 
Mankodi. His invaluable guidance, encouragement and enthusiastic approach 
towards science gave me strength to overcome all the difficulties that arose 
during this thesis. I consider myself fortunate to have been blessed by an 
outstanding supervisor like him.

1 express my deep gratitude to Dr. G.A. Thivakaran, Scientist, Gujarat 
Institute of Desert Ecology (GUIDE) for encouraging and supporting me in 
each and every aspect of research. His kindness and soft nature always 
inspire me in the fieldwork.

I am thankful to Dr. V. Vijaykumar, Dep. Director of GUIDE for providing 
facilities and research work. His valuable suggestions and encouragement 
and approach to works help me a lot to complete this study. I am also 
thankful to Head, Department of Zoology, Faculty of Science, The M. S. 
University of Baroda, Vadodara and all the staff members, teaching and non
teaching for their cooperation during this research work.

I am also thankful to Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of 
India, to extend financial support for this research work.

I have been fortunate to come across many funny and good friends, without 
whom life would be bleak. 1 am thankful to all my loving friends without 
their company it was impossible to complete this research works. Special 
thanks go to Gajera Nikunj, Pabani Kaushik, Kalpesh Patel, Rohit Patel, 
Pradip Patel, Dr. Chandresh Dave, Darsh Wohra, Mayurdan Gadhavi and 
Khushali Pandya for their immense support and encouragement. Their 
suggestions, discussions, ideas and cheerful attitudes made my difficult task 
seem easier.

I express my sincere gratitude to my Parents, Brother, Sisters and my wife - 
Priti Kardani for continuous support and encouragement.

Hitesh K Kardani


