PREFACE

- The study of Environmental History has become important as a natural
and inevitable result of a perceived ‘environmental crisis’. This
perception has resulted in the development of a broad and rich area
called Environmental Studies. In fact, environment and geography have
been always a part of history. Historians since Herodotus and
Thucydides had understood the value of geography and surrounding
environment in the understanding of the human societies. Thucydides
description of the plague and its origin may be considered to be a
beginning of environmental history. Environmental history shares a
perennial border with economic and social history and it is being
acknowledged now that the recent environmental crisis calls for an
active and independent role of historian to develop new paradigms in the

future.

| opted for conducting the research in the field of environmental history,
as it has emerged as an arena with lots of potential for further
exploration. Growing concerns arriving due to environmental changes
have by now gripped the world. The phenomena of global Warming,
depletion of the Ozone layer, scarcity of the non renewable resources
like water, destruction of the forests on a large scale, have changed the
pattern of human thinking, which so far was neglected by them. The root
causes of all these problems go back into the past when industrial
revolution and commercialization in the 17" and 18" century brought

tremendous changes in the history of environment.

My thesis traces the processes of environmental changes that had been
triggered in South and Central Gujarat as a part of a larger design of the
colonial governments to change the ecological landscapes of their
empires. My emphasis is on stuﬁying the impact of various forms of

colonial environmental interventions such as forestry, agricuiture,



~ irrigation and, others; conflicts between colonial forest management and
traditional forest resource use; and finally examining the resistance put _

up by the tribal people 'dpring the colonial rule in India.

Objectrves _
Following are the prrncrpat objectrves of my study:
1. To attempt the survey of the ecologlcal Hrstory of -South and
. - Central Gurarat Do
2. To study the rmpact of envrronmental policy - on the ﬂora fauna
and the people »
3. To study that how from the rnceptron of the organrzed forestry in
: lndra and the state .forestry practrces have rmprnged on the habrtat
'of the tocal communmes whrch had contained the rrchest forest
and mmerat resources ! R . :
4. To analyze populalr prptests in form of a serres of forest based
' movements rn response of state mterventron and lrnkmg up of the
| above wrth the natronal freedom struggte _
5. To examrne how the mtrusron of the commercrahzatlon has led to
; substantral deforestatron and atlred ecotogrcal degradatron '
6.. To anatyze how the symbrotrc relatronshrp between ecotogy and

humans is manrfested in, culture tradrtron and every day life.

1v|My thesrs is drvnded mto five chapters namely, lntroductron Cotomatrsm

| ','.and the Forest Resources Water. Avarlabllrty and its .Uses; Changmg

Relatronshrp of the Trrbats to their Envrronment and Conclusron
: H R : -

" The first chapter Introductronrrs drvrded rnto two sectrons The frrst,
‘sectron throws lrght on the deﬂnrtrons of envrronment ecotogy and thelr

B 1assrmrtat:on mto the drscrptrne of hrstory It further outlines how the

cultural polrtrcal and’ economrc changes in the past have measurably
altered the globat ecology An attempt has also been made to study the



effects of climatic changes (man made or natural) on the hlstorles of
‘human societies of South Asia. The Second Section describes. the
~* geographical features and the natural resources of South and Central
Gujarat. The history of Gujarat has been shaped by lts geo-ecological
~ features. Thus the study'ls made of its rivers, mountains, flora, fauna
and the other physical features. The South and Central Gujarat comprise
of Ahemadabad' Kaira (Kheda), Bharuch the Baroda dlstnct Surat and
Navsarr (part of the former Baroda State)

'The second chapter Colonrahsm and Forest Resources throws llght

. on how India’s forests: were denuded to supply tlmber to England (for

Shlp burldmg) durlng its war wrth Napoleon During the colomal period'
' began the process of economrc mpenalrsm It translated mto demands
for raprd rarlway extensron whxch led to the destructlon of the forests on
~-a large scale The Engllsh on the basrs of their superror negotrable skills
) _and the mrlrtary might were able to obtam the forests on leases from the
chrefs of the Dangs The forests of Dharampur Rajprpla ‘and Surat were
g ~alsc destroyed to.meet the demands of the railway lrnes These rarlway
lrnes in turn. opened the trmber nch rnterrors in the Bntrsh GUJarat and the
Baroda State for further explmtatlon The analysis ' is made on .the basis
: 'of varrous Forest Workmg Plans rn the reglon These were based on the

S ‘Screntrﬂc Management and the pnncrples of ‘dessrcatlomsm There are

o ev:dences of adverse ecologtcal impacts when these plans were e put into

operatron IR 3‘ DR P
The third. chapter Water Avarlabrhty and Its Uses traces the ‘causes of
growmg scarcrty “of water in- the present day Gu;arat .The water
 , harvestmg structures of the. State were neglected by the British and the
. heavy rate of revenue taxatlon dld not allow the vrllage communltres to
maintain the wrthermg tanks kunds vavs etc. Agrlculture in Gu;arat

' ~depended heavrly upon rains. - The' Bntxsh with the,arm of enhancing
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. revenues and to meet the demand for ever increasing irrigation (due to

commercialization of agriculture) decided to partially fund the sinking of

~ wells and pump installations. Intensive farming along with deforestation

and destruction of Water harvesting structures rapidly lowered the water

‘table in various regions whlch‘ had long term adverse effects.

The fourth - chapter Changihg Relationship- Tribals and their

- Environment reviews changing reletionship of the ftribals to their
_ environment dug to _exterhal,lnterferences. British colonial foresters had .

adopted the attitudes 'of':th‘eir continental ancestors, especially of the

~‘German and French fore'stere:;to the other or indigenous forest resource

users. The British forest_ere in lndia considered the forest communities to

be ‘ignorant, envirohmeht'ally pro’ﬂigate and wastefur". Thenbegan two
'srmultaneous processes Frrst defmmg screntrﬂc management of forests

. and. second ahenatlon of the -tribal population from their natural

| _lenvrronment The flrst step was a ban on shifting cultivation: the second
was, the mtroductron of the protected forest and the third, its complete

" isolation from xts orrgmal mhabrtants (tribal people) as reserved forest. ln

* other words itwas a breakdown of a sustamable symbiotic relatronshrp

with nature_.

The last chapter Cohclusion is divided ‘into three parts First, review of
the relevance of the envrronmental hrstortography to the study of
crvnllzatlons Second deals WIth summarrzrng of the entire’ process of
ecologlcal change that took place in GUJarat during the colomal rule. The

) thlrd sectron deals with the ecology of the present day Gu;arat Further

- efforts .are made. to lmk the past and the present through ‘¢changes in

. envrronmental pohcres Lastly, the conclusron discusses the accelerated

pace of the ecologlcal degradatlon due to increasing scarcity of water,

depletron of forest cover, pollutlon of air and water due to industrial toxrc
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wastes and the displacement of marginalized people’ in the name of
development through various national and state policies.
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