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CHAPTER_II

Tamil Nadu is the southernmost state of India. The 
population of the State according to 1971 census was. 41.2 
millions. This population is distributed among fifteen revenue 
districts^ covering an area-of 1,30,000 sq.kras. Thirty percent 
of the population lives in urban areas, while seventy percent 
lives in rural areas. Tamil is the principal language, spoken 
by 34.8 million, i.e., 84.5% of the population. Telugu and 
Kannada rank second and third with 3.6 million (8.7%) and 
1.1 million (2.6%) of the population, respectively. Religion- 
wise, Hindus constitute 36.7 million (89%), Christians 2.4 
million (5.8%), and Moslems 2.1 million (5.1%). The populat
ion of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was 7.3 
million and .3 million, respectively, i.e., 17.7% and 0.7% 
of the total population in 1971. The Backward Class and 
the "Others" (Forward Class) formed 54% and 27.6%, each.
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Growth of institutions of Higher Education

Table ll-l presents the picture of the growth of 
Colleges (type-wise) from 1970-71 to 1976-77*. The basis of 
reckoning of institutions of Higher Education excludes colleges 
meant only for Pre-University, Pre-Professional Courses, 
non-degree Special Education Colleges and Institutions of 
National importance devoted primarily to Research. It will 
be noticed from the Table that from 1970-71 to 1976V77, the 
growth in the number of institutions for Higher Education in 
the state has been slow and steady, signifying perhaps that 
Tamil Nadu has already reached the desired growth in Higher 
Education.

A detailed break-up of institutions of Higher Educat
ion in Tamil Nadu during 1976-77 is given in Table II-2.

1The Educational Ladder

According to the operative nomenclature in the State, 
Schools with classes I to V are called Primary or Lower 
Elementary Schools, those with class I to VIII or VI to VIII 
are called Middle or Higher Elementary Schools and those 
with class I to XI or VI to XI or IX or XI are called High 
Schools*

A child in Nthe state usually starts going to school 
at the age of 5 plus. But in areas where compulsory educat
ion has been enforced, he should be admitted to a recognised 
school on completion of six years of age.

The bulk of pupils on completion of middle or higher 
elementary school courses enter the 3-year-high-school,

“Educational Administration in Tamil Nadu - A Survey 1977" 
National Staff College for Educational Planners and 
Administrators, New Delhi-6.
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while a small segment join the technical high school, which 
again is of three years' duration. Some middle school 'leavers, 
who prefer technical or vocational training, join the ITI's 
and take a-two-year course in some trade like fitter, machinist, 
welder etc., After the regular high school course, the students 
have to take the one-year pre-university course to get admission 
to the three-year-degree-course leading to the degree of B.A., 
B.Com., or B.Sc., Those vto take to teaching, can join teacher 
training schools directly after secondary-school-leaving- 
certificate examination which is conducted at the end of the 
three-year high-school course.

Some students on successful completion of the pre
university course join a medical college for the M.B.B.S. degree. 
Those who wish to pursue engineering courses, join the one- 
year-pre-technology course instead of the Pre-University Class. 
Candidates possessing secondary school leaving certificate as 
well as those coming out of the technologically-oriented 
courses offered by polytechnics and technical high schools are 
also eligible to join the engineering colleges. Master's 
degrees are awarded on completion of two-year courses after 
the first degree as is the practice everywhere else in the 
country. The one-year B.Ed. and one year M.Ed., are, however, 
exceptions to this rule. *

Ordinarily, a student who goes through his/her school 
and graduate studies in college without any failure or repet
ition, is expected to complete his/her graduation in Arts, 
Science or Commerce at 19+ and in Medicine (M.B.B.S.) or 
Engineering (B.E.) at 21+.

Faculty-wise Enrolment

Tables II-3 and II-4 show the faculty-wise enrolment 
during 1970-71 to 1976-77 in India and Tamil Nadu, respectively. 
During the six-year period the enrolment in Higher Education 
in India increased from 19.4 lakhs to 24.3 lakhs, that is, by



25,3%, while in Tamil Nadu during the same period enrolment 
increased from 1.3 lakhs to 1.6 lakhs, that is, by 23.1%. - 
The annual compound rates of growth were 4.7% for India and 
4.3% for Tamil Nadu. As compared to the earlier period of 
1950-51 to 1969-70 when all over India the enrolments in 
Higher Education have been known to be increasing at the rate 
of 8 to 9 percent per annum, this represents a definite slack
ening in the rate of growth. The population of India is 
increasing at the rate of about 2.2 percent per annum. The 
significance of this slackening in the rate of growth of 
Higher Education, therefore is that, Higher Education which 
accounts for only 3.2 percent of the relevant age-group in 
Tamil Nadu would still continue to account for a very small 
faction of the relevant population for quite some time to 
come. The other interesting point brought out by the tables 
is the relative pre-ponderance of General Courses such as 
Arts, Science and Commerce in Tamil Nadu as well as in India, 
Nearly 4/5ths of the students enrolled in Higher Education 
pursued these courses, only l/5th of the students took up 
Engineering, Medicine and other Professional Courses in Tamil 
Nadu and in India, in Tamil Nadu, enrolment in Science Courses 
was much more prominent as compared to India as a whole. 
Enrolment in Science Courses formed 32.9% in Tamil Nadu as 
against only 18.2% in India, in 1976-77.

Enrolment of Women
In 1976-77, the enrolment position of women was as 

follows I

ENROLMENT OF WOMEN

Total
Enrolment

Enrolment Women"s Enrol-
of Women ment as Percen

tage of tota1 
Enrolment

India
Tamil Nadu

24,31,563 6,27,346
1,63,902 46,199

25.8
28.2
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