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Introduction:

She present study is an exploratory study which oiaa at 

investigating the educational problems of the scheduled caste© 

and scheduled tribes students of iaroda Plots?lot in the 

context ©f sociological, economic, psychological and 

pedagogical factors#

Shis chapter gives a brief description of the problem, 

its objectives, the methodology adopted, the sasple, the 

tools and the techniques used for the analysis of the data.

i.)tatcaent of the Broblecu

She present study is entitled, ’Muootioaal i'*r obi eras of 

Scheduled Castes sod Scheduled Uribes of Bnrcda District*.

Definition of the Seyferasi

(i) T-ducaticmal firobleos: All the hindrances caused

by the 00ciclogleal, economic, pedagogical and psychological 

aspects of the people belonging to the scheduled castes and 

scheduled tribes in their education are considered m 
’Educational frobletos* in this study*

(ii) Scheduled Pastes, and Scheduled fribcat All the 

children born end brought up in the castes which are legally
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approved by the Gujarat state as belonging to the scheduled 

castes and scheduled tribes at the time of this study, in 

Beroda District.

#,11 such students in the high school© end collages of 

the Baroda District will tins constitute she population for 

the present study*

IisItat lone of the Studys

(i) Since the study is limited to the SC and $$ 
student© of Barcas District in the secondary 
schools and colleges,' the findings of the study 
relate only to this group of students.

Ui) Since the dimensions of the study are too many 
in terms ©f the different categories belonging 
to »sc/s$jdifferent level© of education namely 
oecencUsry and college and different aspects of 
the educational problems « sociological, 
economic, pedagogical and psychological it 
looks depth.

(ill) bh e SO/SI? students are studied here as one 
, single group. 'Though the two are separate 

groups', it is the socio-economic status of these 
two groups which has been taken into considera
tion here. And since both these groups fall 
©ore ©r lea© in the same socic-economic status 
category they are treated as om for the analysis 
and interpret st ion purpose©, though we know that 
thence are some fundamental differences between 
these two group©e And this is another limitation 
of the present study.



Ana finally the study has not taKen into consideration 
the problem* of non-enrolment and wastage. It is this group 

of students which could have thrown more light on the 
educational problem® of the 8£/ST studenta* But for the 

problem of selection of sample the investigator has to limit 

hi© investigation to the students v#ho are enrolled and in 

the process of their pursuit of education are experiencing 

the pinch.

These are some of the limitations of the present study.

ObjectIves of the Study:

The objectives of the study ares

(i) To study the educational problems of the SC/ST 
students arising out of their socio-economic 
environment.

{ii} To study the level of aspirations of the UG/S’S 
students.

(iii) To study the eerotional difficulties of the £G/8T 
students with regard to their studies.

(iv) To study the perception &f the ©chooi and the 
school task by the S0/3f students.

(v) To study the attitudes of per onto and teachers 
with regard to the education of the SC/of 
students*



(vi) To find out whether there are ©ay differences
In the aspirations, diffidence, rejection* self- 
conception, perception of the school and the 
perception of the teacher of the &0/3SJ students 
grouped according to*-
(s) Path er * s/&uard ian * a education*

(b) I' at h er * s/g card lea ♦ s oc cup at ion*

(c) Mother's edaeatioru

(d) Size of the fatally*

Ce) Bumber of ear nine members in the fatally*

(f) Bushel' of non-earning neater© In the family.

(g) Facilities available la the house*

(b) Relatives staying outside village.

(vii) To find out whether there ©re any differences! in
the difficulties experienced by the 20/ST students 
in their school subjects, m against the other 
students, school subjects life© ~ (a/ Gujarati,
(b) hath east ics, (c) Science, and (<t) Social studies.,

Methodology;

ffte study was conducted in two phases* Phe pilot study

and the final study. The pilot study was aimed at staaderdi-
%■

sing the tools of the study. 1 school which was not

part e£ the sample schools for the study woe selected and 

the tentative tools for the students, teachers end parents 

were operated.



Bie difficulties la the operations of the tool® were 

recorded. And in the light of ths experience at the pilot 

study* these tools were modified. Some of the it ess were 
dropped cl| together talcing into consideration the time 

factor on the one hand and the possible misinterpretation of 

the statements on the other. Some of the items conveyed 

different meaning to the respondents. All euch it erne were 

dropped and final tools were prepared#

The final study included administering the different tools 

on the sample of students# teachers and parents.

2he population of the study consists of the two categories 

of students* their parents and teachers in the following 

amner: -

< i) All the stud onto of 80/82 studying la different 
secondary schools and colleges of £ are-da District 
excluding Bar ode city proper. The secondary 
schools and colleges g£ Serous city were excluded 
to maintain the hoaogenity of the group * Inclusion 
of Bar ode city would have added one more dimen
sion* namely, the urban, which we feel would have 
complicated our problem.

(ii) All teachers teaching la these school© end colleges, 
end



(ill) All the respective parents of these SC/S2 students 
of these schools end colleges.

Selection of the Samples

(1) Students! All the secondary schools and colleges 

of Bared® Di strict were serially scxengeft* A list of 

recognised schools sod colleges in Sereda 'Mstriet was 

procured from the District Educational Inspector for this 

purpose* A ten per cent sample of schools wo© then selected 

with the use of rondo® empling technique* She sample thus 

covered fifteen secondary schools and one college. All the 

stufdeats of 50/82? studying in these schools and colleges were 

Included xa the sample*

{11) Parents: All the parents of the sample students

constituted the sample of parents*

(ill) ^©gcherss A sample of £5 per emt of teachers 

teaching in' these ir.ctitut leas war© selected in the sme 

oonner* "bat a special core woe' token here to see that one of 

those 25 per cent tanchors* is the principal of the institu

tion, The inclusion of the principal was with specific 

purpose* normally the principal is o ©ore stable person in 

the institution* He has a broader global view of the 

situation. Some of the specific difficulties faced-by the 

SO/S? students are 'known to hi® only rather than the individual
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teachers. All proposals of scholarships and other govern e-eat 

assistance to these students. 'ere sent through him* So also 

the government circulars pertaining to such focllities come 

to his first. Satutrslly we felt that the principal would he 

the best person who can enlighten us on such rsattera.

Thus In all 275 students, 275 parents and 55 teachers 

were selected as sample for this study. The details of the 

eaaiple Is presented ia Tables 5*1 and 3*2.

Table 5*1

The Level distribution of the Sample

level Student a Parent© Teachers Total

Secondary 225 223 49 495
College 52 52 4 108

Total 275 275 53 603

Table 3*2

The ^Distribution of Saraple students and
Parents According to SO/'sf

Level
Students
StT ST

.Parents
w»'» ma ii lii!~n a°n
*uf\r *«»*. Total

Second cry 56 127 96 127 446
College 15 57 15 57 101

Total 111 164 111 164 550



The .Tools*

separate questioasmires for student©* parent© sad 

t©ocher© were used*

(A) Quest.ionnaire for,the Students*

fill® questionnaire airs© ©t getting data from the SG/Si* 

students of the secondary school® md colleges, The . 

questionnaire covers the following distensions*

(1) Socie-ecoactaic eapeots.

(2) Psychological aspect© lilt® aspirations* diffidence* 
i'ejection aid self-conception of she children.

C'5) The pedegogical aspects like the student®* percep
tion of the ached end the ofeudeato* perception 
of the teacher. The teachers/their attitude® end 
opinion ©bout the i-C/CT students.

(1} Socio-economic Aspectsa

This section of the questionnaire comprises of 29 

a tat esent® of which ? have multiple choice end the rest (22<) 

are open ended, Tbeoo statements Include their Mo-dnte 

facilities at home, details about their family aeaber© in 

terra of the Bias© of the family, the number of earner® and 

the mislm* of non-ear aero in the family* information regard

ing the handicapped eemher in the family and my relative 

of the fondly staying outside the village, their interpersonal



relations, their ©tufty habits and their financial statue* MX 

these, it 1© presumed, east const it ate port of the educational 

environment tm the students.

(2) ,?

t&k followi%g fear arc covered under this
aspect 5

(i) Aspiration 
(11) Diffidence 

(ill) Rejection 

Civ) Self concept ion*

(i) Aspiration? inspiration can b@ a grobl ess of educa

tion for the children. Certain specialised Joha need 

specialised education. Aspiration to these gobs cm 

naturally lead to higher educational aspirations. So those 

students who ©spirt to b® doctors or engineers, for example, 

would naturally' ©bow -’higher educational aspirations. In 

the case manner, those students who aspire to join the 

parental occupation namely that of agriculture would 

naturally score lew in their aspiratloa, since sericulture 

in India Is pursued on the traditional patterns and people 
consider that it does not require my specialised training •

fhis d iotas lee, eensiota of 12 at at ©meats which ©ensure 

the aspiration of the etudente of the scheduled castes aod



aeueduled tribes fa different walks of life* Of these 12

statements* 7 are scored ©a a three point scele - yes*
©

doubtful and no; four ere multiple choice items end one is 

open ended* ffee mmimm aspiration Bocre thus is 36*

fhao all studsa&s whm® score falls nearer to 36* shew 

higher aopirst ion*

(fi) Diffidence? Children brought up ia the segregated 

families tend to develop a sort of diffidence feeling siase 

they have very limited opportunity to interact with others.

It le the ’repeated interaction1 which enables an individual 

to gain confidence ia hi a self and as a result ia ready to 

interact with others isore freely and fearlessly* flit 

children fres the ’deprived hoses1 have a very limited 

opportunity to interact with member® outside their group.

3o when a child from these ’deprived hoses* namely the 

scheduled eoete® and scheduled tribes enters the schools, 

he finds hiss elf in a strange social situation, As ©. result 

he tends to develop a kind of distrust of oae*s mm abilities 

and is shy of interacting with others which, finally affects 

his cognitive development* flats lack of cognitive develop** 

meat further odds to his distrust in his own abilities 

finally result lag into a feeling of diffidence among these 

children, fhus diffidence is considered here os one of 

the psychologic**! dimensions*
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Diffidence includes 11 statements scored on a three 

point scale# yea, doubtful and no. 5?hes© ©tateeeits meeeur© 
the level of diffidence of these 00/55 students*

(iii) .ue.iection: I'he children of the SO sad 35 are

aoneally brought up in foeilie® where the attitude of the 

parents is one that of *fteject ion** Since there arc acre 

fsecibers than the available ^eeoorces ia terras of income the 

parents tend to develop •rejection* attitude towards their 

children. 5he children* so long as they ere in the hoses, 

tend to take this situation as natural. Sat when they earn© 

to the school and ‘when they find that other children ia the 

class do not have this kind of treatment fre?s the parents 
they ocoaslocally visit the school ©nd Inquire about the 

progress of their children, they try to provide ail what 
their children want for their school requirement • She tiu/gf 

children tend to feel this difference* fhey also find that 

their teachers also have the rejection attitude towards th.es* 

this finally results iafco © feeling of apathy for education* 
they rsay loom interest in education*

R© therefor® want to see how far this *B eject Ion attitude* 
of the parents and also'the other ‘social environment * of these 

50/31 studante affect their ©ducation*

*H eject ion* consist® of 16 states eats oa a three point 

coal© - yes, doubtful and no* the total ©cor© on. this disen- 

sion gives the degree of Rejection* of these students.
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(iv) Self Conoeot: A number of studies have shown
mt w»—wiwp* grii#MWr«w.«»MWWMWM»

that the low caste people have very 1 m self ecteea shout 
tfceitselvesu Shis i© particularly because in the upper caste 

families a child ia normally ‘valued1* "^he degrade placed 

out the growing child creates a kind of ‘oat ell last ion* about 

the parent# aad a derived status cosing, fism identification 
with the parents* $*he ©atelllsatioa leads to a self esteem11 

(#,ttsubel» 1959)* In the case of lower castes child develop** 

mnt occurs under enrly authoritarian directions of parents 

but they talas their supervision earlier ultimately leading 

to lower ©eliveeteeo - self-oonception* Such children 

receive a smeller gross amount of reinforcement as the 

mother spends ?ore time cop lay, with ret her then shaping her 

child*s behaviour•

Shit emrni and Deutseh, (1$68) also ©b served that acre 

deprived children tended to have lower self conceptions; and 

the nave tiogativ© the self concept lower were the test 

socree os intelligence sad other hinds of eogaitive task.

.Thus we try to see hew far the ‘self concept' among the 

ZQ and Sf students affect their education*

fhie dissension cess 1st s of 10 statement® ©a a three 

point scale - yes# doubtful and no. 2he total score on this 
dissension gives the degree of self concept of these students*



2he distance between the school and Vm hose can else 
filmier the ©ducotional pursuit of the children. Hot only 
that the distance will taring shout the physical fatigue tut 
it will also take also at all the waking hears of the students 
in oooiag and going to school with the result that the 
students would here very little bia© to attend to their 
hose workt or revise what is taught in the e-lass, la the 
Indian situation ’transport* is &n added problem mkfng the 
situation still worst for the students*

X:ii is dimension consists of two, trait ip! e choice iteas. It 
aitisa st finding out the difficulties regarding the distance 
between the school and the hose sad the sod© of transport#

(fortunately not a single student has reported to 
have any difficulty on this count - their ached Is 
situated lose, than 1/2 k.m. from their hoaea - this 
dimension 1b dropped for the analytical purposes)

(3) Bgdege&lcftl Asnectet

'She following disen® is as are covered under thin aspects-

(a) Students* perception about the school.
(b) Studente* perceptioa about the teacher.

(a) Students* .Percention about the Schools She students1

perception of the school emu also help or hinder education of
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participate in, tht activities of the school? Do they take 
prl<ib of being & students of the school? 2be©e wisestiona will 

throw aoiae light on their perception about the school*

this dimension includes 27 sbabeaents of which 21 state-*

nest© ere a three point scale - yea, doubtful end ao^three 

si at ©seat o have sajltipl© choices, two otatetaest® are scored 

at two level© - yes anti no and the last one Is as open ended* 

xhe answers to these statements provide data about this 

percept Ion of the school in various aspects# fhe lacnslemin 

score "being 76*

(b) Students* Perception about, the teachers $hc 

students* perception about the teacher can ©Iso be © Sector 

in the education of the SO and SI? students# filth lower 

liter so;/ rates s«oag the© the parents also have very vague 

l&m about the teacher mil es such they are also not in a 

position to present the .right image of a teacher before their 

children* 5he result is, the student foras his opinion 

©bout the teacher on the basic of ©one of his observations 

and expediences * Shan be finds that the teach of takes a. ore 

Interest in few stud eat© in the class, he feels that the 

teacher is partial* bhen tho teacher punishes hiia for ©esa© 

slschief end especially m Innocent uiaohief» he feels that

the teacher doe® not like bits** On the other hand when he
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filing that tho teeeher tehee Mt erect in tele sad bio diffi

culties be foeie that the teacher likes him* fhe © ©sent he 

has this feeling he naturally feels like approaching the 

teacher end to he in fois eos&any» whereby he tries to be 

regular in his class and the class work which would ultimately 

make his to take ssere and ©ore interest in his' studies»

So the students* perception about the teacher would tell 

us whether the student© would take interest in studies ©S

well.

This dimension consist@of 19 statements of which 15 are 

scored on © three point socle - yes, doubtful sad no? the 

remaining four statements have multiple choice. Ibeae 

statements aiss at providing isforssatioo regarding the 
children’s perception about their teachers#

Quest loans tee for the Parents;

This ^ueefeionaalre is prepared t© obtain auto from the 
parente belonging to the &0/UH9 with regard. to the parents* * 

intcrest in the day-to-day school work q£ their wards, their 

attitude towards education end their aasecsiseat of their 

childrens' eaoabilities for education#

The parents* int erect in the day-ic-dey school work and
their attitude towards education can provide aa educational

%environment for the students# The tier© the las erect they



fb« at ©tenet# a in eceial studies (which are to la number)
/

ssoaeure (i) understanding the It^portoace of social living 

(li) knowledge of agricultural act initio® (ill) ua&erst ending 

the means of cosrumieetion. and (iv) development of the habit 

of self reliance.

Trheoe statement© are provided to have a cesparative 

picture of the difficulties faced by the children of the 
SC/bt on the ©no hand and the other children on the other.

The teachers are asked to opine* these difficulties faced by 

the children at three levels ** great difficulty, slight 

difficulty and no difficulty.

Analysis, of Datm

Percentages ©ad means have hem computed for analysing 
the quantified date.

A chi square test is applied to .find out the difference 
between sccic-econe&ic status ©f the SO/fl* student3 oad their 

Aspirations, Diffidence, '&$i out ion, Self-ooaoeptioa ©ad their 

Perception of the school end the teacher*

She following Hull hypothesis were developed to apply 
the chi square teat.

f-ij There ia no difference between seeio-eceaoaie status 
and aspiration® of the &C/St students at .05 level of

significance*
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Hg ffeere is no difference between socio-econoaic status
cad the feeling of diffidence amongst the «0/8£ sendeata 

at *05 level of significance *

fber© is no difference between eocio-eeoacsic statue 
sad the feeling of rejection amongst the SO/sff students 

at eCS level of significance*

'Ibere is no difference between »ocio»ecoaosic status and 
self-concept ion. of the SC/S? students at *05 level of 

si&e.lficsnoe*

H,g Inhere is no difference la the socio-economic status and 
the perception of the school of the S0/i»T students at 

*C3 level of signif icsnoe*

lig S!hero is no difference between the socio-oecaoEilc status 
nnd the perception of the teacher of the SC/Sf students 

at .05 level of significance*

Tne ’means’ for the difficulties experienced '0;/ the 

80/s? students as against the ’means’ for other students, as 
opined by the teachers arc compared and analysed*

A qualitative content analysis is also used in analysing 

qualitative data gathered through open ended questions*

ft » « » «


