APPENDPIX A

TERMS OF THE DEED OF CESSION™

!

Deed of Cession, 10th October, 1874.

Instrument of Cession of the Islands of Fiji' by Thakombau, styled
Tui Viti and Vani Valu, and by other high Chiefs of the said
islands to Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria...

Whereas divers of the subjcels of Her Majesty the (ueen ofl Great
Britain and Ireland have from time to time settled in the Fijian
group of islands and have acquired property or certain "pecuhia.ry
interests thereing

v

And Whereas the Fijian Chief Thakombau styled Tai Viti and Vani
Valu and the other high native chiefs of the said islands are
desirous of securing the promotion of civilization and Christianity
and of increasing trede and industry within the zaid islandss

And Whercas it is obviously desirable, in the interests of the
native as of the white population, that order and good government
should be established therein; And Whereas the said Tai Viti and
other high shiefs have conjointly and severally reguested Her
Majesty the Qneen of Great Britain and Ireland aforesaid to under~
take the govermment of the said islends henceforth; And Whereas in
order tothe Establishment of British Government within the said
islands the said Tui Viti end other of the several high chiefs
thereof for themselves and their respective tribes have agreed to
cede the possession of and the dominion and sovereignty /over the
whole of the said islands and over the inhabitants thereof and
have requested Her aaid Majeaty to aceept such cession, -~ which
cession the said Tui Viti and other high chiefs, relying upon the
Justice and generosity of Her said Majesty, have determined to

1* As quoted in J.D.Legge. Op.cits Pp., 284-286,
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tender unconditionally, - and which cession on the part of the

said Tui Viti and other high chiefs is witnessed by the execution

‘of these presennts and by the formal surrender of the said

territory to Her said Majesty... and whereas Robinson is .
aathorized and deputed to accept the cession on the Queen's behalf,..

N
Yor

Now these Pregents Witness

1,  That the possession of and full sovereignty and dominion over
the whole of the group of islands in the South Pacific Ocean Inown
as Fijis (and lying between the parallels of latitude of fifteen
degrees South and twenty-two degrees south of the Egquator and
botween the Meridians of longitude of one hundred end seventy-
seven degrees West and one hundred and seventy-five degrees East
of the Meridian of Greeawich) end over the inhabitants thercof,
together with the possession of and sovereignty over the waters
adjacent thereto and of and over all ports harbours roadstg‘aﬂs
rivers estuaries and other waters and all reefs and foreshores
within or adjacent thereto, are hereby ceded to and accepted on
behalf of Her said Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland
her heirs and successors, to the intent that from this time forth
the sgid islands and tlge water reefs and other places as aforesaid
lying within or adjacent thereto may be amnexed to ond be a
posscasion and dependency of the British Crowm,

2, That the form or constitution of government, the means of the
maintendnce thereof, and the laws and regulations to be administe~
rod within the said islands shall be such as Her Majesty shell

prescribeé and determine,

3, That, pending the meking by Her Majesty as aforesaid of some
more permanént provision for the governmment of the said islands

i
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fits Excolloncy Sir Herculas George Hobert Hobinson, in pursusace
of the powers in hin vested aod with the consent nnd at the
request of the said Toi Vitd sud other high Chiefs the ceding
porties therato, aball establish such temporary or proviaicnal
gwepmn'b as 4o Dig sisy zepu mant, ) s

4e.  hat tha ataolute proprietovship of all lsuds, not ahown now
10 be aa_@aw, 150 ax %0 hove bacome bona fide the property of
Earopeans or other forelpnors or not now in tha actusl wse or
occupation of soze chisf or tribe, or not actosdly reqsired for
.the probable fuiare support snd wsintonasnce of some chisf or tribe,
shall be and ix boreby declared to Be vested o Her Hsjosty, ley
heirs and succoRaors.

5 . That Ter Hojosty shall have power, vhonever it chall be decued
. nocossary for public purposes, to talie ngy lands upan paynest 40
the propristor of s ressonable snm by may of conpensation for the
deprivation thereof,

8. Jhat oll now sxisting pablic tuildings hovses and offices,

. &1l enclesurss and ofhier pieces oF parsels of land now set cpard
or heing usad for pablic parpomes, and ol) atores Fitidngs and
ather nrtzcles now heing naed in coanection with mmk purposes are
Emmby :wsigmd transferred oid mesde over to Her na.ia Myjesty.

T» . Fhat on heboldf of Uor Majesty Hia fxvellency Sir llerebies
George Bobinson promises (1) ihat the rights wad intercate of the -
a8id Toi VEti sad other high chiefs the ceding partiss thereto
ahall be recogniscd go far u5 & aod sali be consistent with
Britiah Sovereignty end Golonial form of-govovmoend, {3} ibat all
questions of finonciol Ifabilities and esagagexenis ahall bhe
cavefully scrutintsed snd deasli with npon principles of justice.
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end sound public poliey, (3) that all claims to title t¢-land -
by whomsoever preferred and all claims ‘o pensions or ai‘lomnces
.vhether on the part of the said Tui Viti and othér high‘chiefs or
of ;iéi*éons‘now“holéizig"bi‘i‘icé'unﬁer them or any of them shall in
dué ‘course be fully invéatigated and equitabiy‘ adjusted.

'Y In.Witness whercof, thé whole of the contents of t!ns o
jma‘bnmtent of Cess;on having been, prev:onaly to 'hhe executmn of
the same, mterpreted ‘and expla:ned t0 ‘the ced:lng parties hereto
hy David Wilkinson }laquxre, the intexpreter nominu.ted by 'bhe sa;d
Tui Viti and the other hzgh chiefs and accep‘bed as such interpreter
by ‘the said Sir Hercules George Ro’nert Robinson, *bhe reapective
,pmrties hercto have heremnder set their hands end seals.

(The signatures of Robinson and the Chiefs follow,)



