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Tha novelisissludisd 1o this Lhezis share Lhe [omafdgs  spane
in Lwp wayvad Fuoish bacausns Lhay afe all woms=n wribers Al
secrondly  hecause Llhey wrrlbe shoul women. The marn wharociesc,  on
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Lheir novels obvingely are vomen. Thess women 210 &hnalhlve'humﬁn

¢
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- . k i
Preangs gauwgsing ‘Lho social tealaly «around Lhewm. The "Torase  Lhrough

. . '
which Lhey dool ac Uhe' wordd s F@lnled  wibh 2 pesculia
sepszibiliby wharh I lLivwe  colled  cfeminloe zensibilaiy?, &

heiahlendy  sense of  perreplion which scels 20 50 salalybic 1

vharting  Lhe wserllogroph of  womsan®s  inmer fafle. jomintoe

v

zensibiliiy, Ehough conlrihiabory bo tThe malvng of  Teminusm, 1.

ol fominaom ped ze.  Fromacsls, 3L 15 Lhol deelrnn which

differenbiztes The Ffemade {rom Lhe wele 1n < phers o wmolionzy 2-
R . ' I

woman  erw  more involved wilh huowon Tanzhog, e Thowm emolional

Binding: are mote tulbilloay Lhan Lo weo 2, moo®s ewmollons! noed-

ire nol 23 anlensze o8 Lhozo of wouen™o. ’ ‘
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Similartvy.  romembrante of Lhings pasb. alio ncwupies, o

s
Isrge terinrtory of Lire Temals space, Hraling of disries. Journals

[
’
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am)  privals  Frolbions. peezocvabion of [fomily | hisbprass . snrd
legends. narcation of foll Lales n The privacy of 2 hasrlh hasz
. - +*
beon primar ity 20 Frnxle Lerrilory ence Lines tadnsimur 131 .
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04> all  Lthe humsn emolions  love 1s  suppovsed Lo be  Lhe

gnveraing Packar ol feminine psyches TL rowld Lhersfrooe be colledd

fhe moving “sprril behind deminine senzibiitby., whigh invelved

round Phe  Tamily nedos amd, fomenn e labionshipeg Lh Les
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terrifor v af  Lho femile spzoe inbxbiled by almust  ali Lho
vharaclers an Lhe novels under sludy. |
Tr give a hiztorical perapecbive., Lhis sludy sn Lhe Firs
Chapler presenlbls an scoounl of Lhe zlaturs of Lhe women 1n Indian
znd  American socielies. Willh the help of & hosi ot lilerary  amd
gelzglau% Le, Ls {rum Lhe Vodic zges Lo Lhe pressnl, The zsludy.
pdentidies fwo Lr wlitions v India-—-lhe "greal Lradilion' of  Lhe

bwice~-born Erahmins and Lhe "1T101le Lrodition' of The non-lir-himin

rastez. = Lthe grenlk Lradilion was ess

e

nbially JTitsrale 210l
mlibigt onmonefoers, 10 2. cluded women Trowm Jbs digsconrsses. ilonoe,
WA 1 antient and modieovs!l fadia (eveepl Lhe Vaidieo e Pres
dedio Indias have olways Lelonged Le The Jiille Llradityon, which
has  Jenied’ Lhem Lhe slalos given Ly Lhe B shmoams and The  uppes

v asl® malew. The culil of Lhe Devi. Lhough 3 pard of  "liLile
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traditron', guves spiriiual wom@i, bul 1L dagzs nnl gqive
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Lhem 3 zocio-weonomic  shbaluz. As Lhe feminine priveiple 13 held
hlgﬁ i Lhe Devy culb. Lhe women i- Suppossd Lo ‘have  w hlgh
SOLTaL %iatus. but the denial of sovio-connnmic Freedom  pushes
her invzriably 10 the "lilkle trewbilion" eoven when che 13 Lurn

NDrabmin. Consequenitly the womon 1¢ slwavs wn oA siale of conflanh,

constantly diveded between Lhe two Lraditiong,

The blsclt Ametican @bman Tive in the doubly snsloved while.
ngrlarch§1 racisl sucieby. Their Tol 1s 1o cufiler, Llruygle  amd
e z3lent. MHlach Americset woman cailed "Lhe male of Lho world®,
fras Lhe status of bthe wrelbihed of Lhe sarth. 12 Lending Lhe LThesis
of Lhe groeal and Lhe lilble Indian Lradibions 1o blscl  &mereican
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noiely. Lhe Black Nmeviosn women ooy he placed 1n Lhe Miibile
Leadifiron®™ which helabillsd Lhetr shalus bLelow Thal  of yoomaAaloe

dave. Doubly nppressed 1non racisl o society, Lhe hiadl fmerioan

WOMEYT . tite her ladsan counkrpact bas matabosined & Lradiltion of

bolegrance, patigroa and perorsleonse. Thiz tradibion of a passave
resislanes Lo mAale oppre=siton deveslope! by Jndian wonen  over 2
long period  of  Lime forms Lhe basi1sz  of  Tominime  senzibilily

Ther nuestion of  resiclance Lo oppresston 13 :ludioml oin

i

Chapter fhiree  of Lhits Lhesis. Thhho resssbonce, olffered Ly Lho

tebellious heroines 1n-novels under discussion, i1 ginate: n Lthe
femamine seneihtlily of Lhese chervoters who abiempl Lo order Lho

v

fiction=l  world im Lheir own ways. Mando baul 10 énita De-z17s
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Fire on the Mountain rebel. sgeinst Lhe way o Tufe un which  he
very #Jg1stencs 1L cenbrolled Lev vhie nesds of  albhors ,and nleo
agaznﬁti Al oveq;gowdod, muadane, manolonous  oHl1shence. Thr
Femnle. prot@gonishs  of Deest  are dermed anforior end  are
amalionalty widnerable. From zurh a posilian she Lryes Lo malo aun

tmaganstive escopr Lhirough rebellron. The tobel who sbkribes us

among  &ll Lhe women characher: of Desar and Sahgal i3 Yaonale 1

v
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Rich Like Us. SBhoe rebel:z againgl fThe hollow. ozlenbation wn lhe
-ocwal  fabttre.  Her  rebellion ¢ bolh personal  sond BT L

pofitical. .

Almrnsl  &ll Lhe herownes of Altce Maller ars  1ebellion, - an
nalure, but . the:r rebellion h=»: 3 {eminine qualily ol

understanding and wisdom. J1L 13 Thiotgh her fominine  sensibilatly
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that Hewm Copeslisnd in The Third Life of Grange Copeland, Lhdugh{n

srebellinon Agaonsh o oan o wogust o wovtal oorder, cbbempbs Yo b oehecdls’s,

thoe heroirne of Meridien 10 & radiral who owns nolbhiog. She rebels

ageanzl Lhe svsblem only Lo Find hersel! Lrapped 10 male prlabics
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cwhioch she Pinuliv reje

=
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For Pindeng 2 treabive rola oy

herealf. Hallor o this nevel proscols 8 new  #angle ol soe1ndg

wolherhood Lhrough Meridi-on™s per spective. Fobellion Lz foad.

Lo trealivibye Simudacdy Tons Moceroon®s Prlatd, Sula and Llsudia
e

pebel  Tor Frodeny 2 sreabsyw tole oy themeelvyess, ALY Lhes

“ e .
female  vebels a0 Lhe nuvols undor sludy aro n afrch of &

D B +

s, presstnn of LThory cre=Livily aed seil-wur bh, ‘
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The ynnezt=s of Lhess hsroino rebellion cen Le  lraved  In

their apprefwion n Lhetr respoctive sociolies. Frmele oppiec.ion

Lherefuore 1a Lhe subiscl of diLovsstoun i Lhe Umirellh Chaplef"

o

Tzl wonern novelisls prrtrosy Lhe e ual and IS R
{
tnjusbiee dones Lo blach women wilh -n ansader P Loudhe Hlorrizon

and  HWaller reveal Lhe oppres-ion of bitadl hesroines fske Peeols,

Sula. em.  Meridioa and Celiw, Thoy are wiclimirsd  wilhan, and

swrthoul The Llacl communebe. Hewm 10 2 YLalave uf 2 ~lave.  Racieal

nd T ose,ual  oppression desbrov hier body o oand o Zpryale s Waller

portrays  bho "mullidimensianz! szl l® of nee heroinfs n hes

+ .

novels vividly. The narralives of Waller mirior Lhe failbh, hiopes,

Lvalues. bragediez, Tatlurezs and oolebratiouns of  an oppressesd
rommuntly. Waller': heroincs, Mon g Hargarel Copolsarmd repressnd
the burdens heaped vpon Lhem by socieby =od hy Fam fyl Mom  wilt,

£

2 1wl QUNFe 33100 ui Efuwnf%elda her  hu:bsnd,  =nd

A
pgwier Lhe
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rocepls him oan beobal pazereaty and blantne-s "Tale o vchue b,

Monotheless. llem shruggles herovivatly Lo avercoms  Lhe 50, uald

npprassion by frghling hacl ownflietd. Hew strives Lo zuimrunt

:
7

H
her  loubide  opprwmssion by e ercteinyg her will To Tives  her  own

Pife. Her lemintoe sen-181130y ITewds o toneh 1o her  house  and

.

trnz 1% tnla 2 home. She ,h: Livee Loy Imary ‘9 h_nme, 5., and when L

while master diclales. 1n Meridian Uall ey doprols Lhe opprezsion

e

gt The woman on Lhe bPasis af hrere ogey . Men. i l. Mersdian®,

\ \
wother  rfesl:  1halt molherhood means “becomdnn  disbiached  1rom

v

ferzell.” Her psironnl Tafe, a2 1L seemsz Lo her - 13 wysr a3 she
beonmes o molher. Glice Haller s ondlabrated  novel. The Color
Purple jprnjecb- Female oppre.sion of Liscl women Al phyaical

e.0xl and pzyvohological Jevels. Thoe devazsloaling 1des of waslorin,
. ‘ .

white slandzecds  nbf physoval beawly swpatrs  Lhe  sell-worih ol

telie. Saurltarly, Pecols sod Daulions  Lreedlove are  oppressad

b

beyvond  regemplion becauss otr Lhe domiaznt culfure”™s prevavismg
/ . . - R
cuprme of beauly and romsten, .

N L
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Marivtenn has depioled Lhe opprossion nf vounyg hiari{gzrla 1n

The Bluest Eye. The narrative 13 charged wilkh  poomancy  whrcoh
- A

trecalls Lhe horror w petrenped afloe reading The Groel Lragedies.

/
fhe Temales wppres-ion can ke 4oen WoOVIAG i a4 vicions cifiles wihh

*

vegard  To 'ecala ooy Pauline. tauline Bieedlove 15 &0 arlial a7

vppressed by raceztb. sectal o ond cloewsisl norwa ol

pe
i
L
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L
s
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Lihe  whibs sociely. To teturn she guvos Lhe fullssel messure  0d

Fer  wmisery Lo oner dauglibsr Pecol=, R, in Lhe werratives ol
N ’ N -

y

Valler  and Mortitann we soco Lhe Llacl wowan ns lhe ' olber“who 13

blim perfect zoapegoal.
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. Colre’s Jram 9ppiviison

The Color Purple bv Waller depirel
-t Lhe ouleseil. Gradu2lly Lhe herninesd Celie. lewinz o value
hierzelf. Her feminine sensthbiliby Labes Lhe beller of hersell 2wl

“he dormz &  fewals bording with Seig Avery. LL Zerves 2~ oa

[

by fwar afgqatnel Celie’s ywilbiple oppression 1o Nlhei s hunse.

Yyhug helps el nol only tn overcoanimd her oppres=gon,. bul alszso
proves cabkalyiio o CDHC#PL??lHﬁ»“@! cruosliuen fpataanaln‘ el
ichiayes A& SEnse 0F 593{"wa}th’by tove of -~el1l, L1 lsnw}guyﬂtes/
her Lo Qe Cume Lhe opprrasyon -hoe opdesygoes far 23 long perzpﬂ
wf timos The relrgrows (a0 bh andd p53}13cpm suzlain blacl WOmen s

effnrts Lo oppose bLhe many Facehbs of opproston.’ The Colar PFurple

enhances our unzighl tabn The naluce o blacl women™s Oppres (00

The novel  w©lso suggesks  moans of  rewlruclurs oo motalily,

spipibualiby and ascbhelics Lo avergums blsu b wonen’s cppression.
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CGompared Lo her blach Amettvan wounierpasrD, 1odien  women®z
OgneeEssien 12 omore psychoiogresl Lhao physteal. Horbs Desar ord

Hayaataras " Sahgel purbisy Lhe oppression of dontshe, Sila, lawya.

< Barog, Roshmt and Sonal: in s omale dJominaled wocsely. The cuslom,

,

. ,
and Lradilions proave loo sLifling {for Lhesoe somzabive  heroinet.

.

These anvels peovide #n oinzighl o omlo o perobyse Tt of fomaloe
GE B < . ,

s,

vppresston where Lhe vicbiw zud the sicbimizad ars Tewsle,” The

Joint  Ffamily =sygblem proves 2n 1wdeal breediw) grouml  Fo [ftausnlo
NERIENSINN. ' ,

Vorces 1n the Cily caplures Moonrsha"t awulo seustbive  boirayg

]
pibbed  sgamsl e hzvsh ymeates of he ta-1aws”® {sm1lyv. She
f 3 7

thiobs wille quiver g sen-1tava by bul Lhe wbelad hushand  hordle

. 3

i

tecipructiates Hontaha'e need Tor affeclron or compouwtonzhip.  She
Vi
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her sn-T=ws’ nouse, becavse zhe 13 helyved Lo be Lhe vool  rouse

s
3

hecume: 2 pray Lo Lthe oppre:sion al twe Tevels?® Lhe male orienled

-

' Y
gl up compels her Lo mariy. Bul g ber maboimony Lhere 13 hadlw

“ny  love o 7 andsfsizndiag on Lhe parl of Lhe wale. AL anolher
t

level Moatehz"2 &, 950ence 1+ - montbarot by huet Temale 1eiplione al

her 1n-lzws. Ghe falls wn ea~y prey Lo Lhe polilbices  par

“

i
e.cellience wilhin her own hodsholda. &0 Lones Lhe checl malbs 1.

rrritier her own malher-in=-law or si:lor—in-low. She {vals  cholod

+

s

smolionally. & shie DRiodg x wamsn of [iner sensebivily coanol
waathistand Lhe  orude  remarl e patzed by nlherd women  sohoul  her

v
7

/ ) .
tubes, when 211 her Yrecesoes masel e bh Licod® 2roe “lard Larn {y
thesr ccorubiny. The horior of Lising 20 emply 1ife, "dedioaled

o nobthing” wdds  bo flonwshes"s psyochalogreal oppre<ssions. The

ntensity o1 Moas-ho and her prolber Barode’™s 2, porienres ronvevs

¢
[

Lhe Lorture HMonrzhs uader:sps tn hier to-laws houwss, Libte Sl in

f

Where Bhall He\Go This Summer 7. Méuizhs {trels Lrspped and  her

vopre S 1. cemplelely wloPled. Her wolfesleom 132 combinwgouslw

[

assaulied n Lhe fwge household. under rne o1 Lhe olhere  preleasl.

Desst delbiy delinsates Femqlo oppfuession whicle 19 nnl widfend

b

noartheles:y violsied humantly. Tn Lhe end, Momtzha fweels vlliorly

degected Aand comui s surcrde. ‘

N -

Aunl Miss 12 another tepresenilive charafler 10 Clear Light

N S

of Day. She 18 o widow 19 her an-1aws’ house who hss aged in hes

f

you b MiraMazi{molher®s sithers u one of Dewsl’s moslh wemorable

¢
'

mid pathelioe porlrayvels of womnsn oppresssd gesmelerosliv oo Lhe

H

t

cample, wel of Indian zocroely. She s dewieyd sny sollf-esteem 1

. - s
A

ot her hushaad s sarly Jeabll, who weat For =ludy Lo Fogtand, [k
: SENE ‘
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sheer aulhoreTy and cruelly perpely vled by Lhe in-Taws un women

i rellected an Decar’s {rchiunal universe. wnl rire’: in-laws

.
'

prwciaim Lhsl Lhe doelbh of her hushand 1s browghl ~houl by hod

"unfortunste horosronae” . This hotlief. wo Jdesep ruoled 11 Lhe

~ ’

[ewyche ol an aversye Hioels mind 1, well coplured i Cry, 1lhe
Peacoct o3 well 23 1o Clear Light of deyv. Ihe bLitedd heliefs  and

Pradilion operale agatusl Lhe women, tLlhesar digns v E Rl

goepirations an Hindu o Lacieby. Headaeng  hrlween  liacs  we 2o

“peroeiye Lhoeb oo owadow in Lhe Hindu cociely 1w Lhe mnael meglecied,

- ‘ H

appressed  and  e.plasled herng. 2l Lhe haods of wen and  wolen .,
. ' . 7
v ldren =l servanls. -

[

Handa Kaul. ihe digoified. =110 <claf wife of fhe Vg

f
N

chancellor 1s anolher woman who 1o oppressod, bul bod GRRF = 1010
- i

15 mors  paveholoaical. Lhe 3s homitialed 22 2 woman by heo

buzband, who hes & Liat.un wibh Lhe mathemabores Lﬁnfh&r, Mrs .

fravid. Thue, the woman p: Lo {ight oppréssioen at more  Lhan  one

tevolp. Mands Keul s appres-ed 10 her own huge housahuld. wlerea-

her childbiond friend 118 Das 1s 2 study o demale oppression af a
- £

very ogrim bind. She o3 asoulled el musderod by Lhe  respeclable

- .

wan  who Tavours chi1dd wmacrciays.which-31a Tvar Lries nolb Lo ilale
’ F
place am FThe vilisage where tha worlo 2z 2 wofeal wellare offLeer.

)
)

n

Hasonlora Saliqal s poilrayal ol Saro) 10 Storm'in Chendigarh

reveals anobher aspecly of Lhe womda’s Tofe sl her humdioum Sxishence.

1

the nfadelity  of  Lhe hucbsnd 15 nel to  bo o tmanded  1n

palriarchal  sociely. Ssrog. bthe homely hovocewife  of  Lader 1. -

N

hardly 2llhwed Lo live ner 1uner 11fe 203 Inder fni2z w0 ‘Compunc Lion
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tor his o Lra-msate ks relatioenzhip wiith PMoro. Sanaels Fansade, Loo

fenls oppressed bt Lhe  world  of  men.  wheee 1ok rguss ol

’

N . ' ’ * -
rorruplion hold sway. Her devolion and commitlment Lo Lhe oswuse of

nation®s  progress ote made defunrlh gn o zveh i correpl soctely 3a
the ono we snoounter 1n Rich Lile Us. AT Lhese women Tive  on

The Fringes of holh bhe malc and the fewale worlds, Thie =Lt

VIR BT TF- 5 Uk R TTIN

;

deads {he heroines of Gres: ord Sobigoal b

" The blacl woman 13 olrensted [rom Lhe while o Loly  bhevaigsd

N ~

Yo - R . .
nf Lthe solor Tine, and {rom The el dominsled LTl s telyy
hecauss of her zes. The Tewdie probagonisls 1o Lhe nnyvele ol

A B . .

Horrizon and thl¢r are denied polibieocal snd gonnimie power  snd

rematn  alionaled to The hierarchic-l =ociefy, The Fofth Chaple:

deats wilh Lhe Lhewe of aliwsnsiion feom the parsprobive of Iodisn

’

and  blach feer toan mumen. The Bluest Eye porfrays Lhe  Frachured
-eld ol Puenlz and slishalinn of her mother, Fawline Dresdiove

raphically, Psytholog;-\]fy, Fouline  tonls slisaaled =23 'shﬂ

migi oire  frow her tural soulhern humeland Lo the ourilen  ci1ly.

e -

~

Hul , the musl potygnenl sspech of her aligantyon 13 hetr  do ol ling

mgay Prom blsal wvalues. She rmbihes whibe  culiur-l normz and

“ o

valugs  Lhrough Lhe worTd of zplver soteen®, Sho
. -

Bt

urirge tutr bhee

heauty, order. and pratse which she viaualires 10 while lwwes. .

Pacols s wliendafzon ensues because she s ol seon as & pereon by

Both, ihe while aml Lhe bLlzcl Cociety. LOL o reduced Lo o0

]
v

mhyect, unwot the of any benbion, Tdve nr  prazse jocloding heq

molner. The Blueslt Eye 13 o novel. which con be read  al myriad

fat

"t

feeels, nne amoog Lhem

fomale aliconalion. Morrszon gives  Lhe

mosl moving portrayosl of allenabiow of Perota as she lopie= inbo

. -



inaently.
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whio 5£ru§4
i oand ny

Toarns Lhal

mollier who

in Song o

1

Lhaint Lira
rompatbible
hrings korL

Lhe quise o

( In Lk
hiave  Jallbl

lemale prol
aunbsidat s

small -worl
Peacocﬂ, i

Go This Sum

7

Clear Ligh

fheoe  hern

Thwesr Pas

rraasures't,

Sula raoveals Lhe sombsione!l azolabion of  adolesrend

) -

"

in hlarl rommunaly ol Lhe Hollam. Suls 3¢ 2 rrbel,

Tes Lo "male hoeesod PPy Theoagh here w3 ted @, per tonces
Lside  Lhe Boliom, Sola e, perience:  alirnabion.  She

there 13 no one. oot even her vloce frzend MNel ot ner s

.

can be & Lrue rompalible vompaniton wo hersell. Filale

1

f Solomon 2lwo Toads slicnated 11fe, az zhe Joes nol

i

z

values and :zlandeside of while wddle rlase zorioly
Lo her way nf life. The Leshnnlogical advansemendd
holienatlion amd Lbe malazze ceems all porvading voder-

i progress 1n hlact snd Iodaszn serieolies.

p nuvelz af Tezzl womea remaio marginal. becsuse  Lhey

u

oopower in the duanb, palriarchatl Pamily  eys{em. Thu
agontshs 1o Dezar oand Bahygsl aee fol anly erorzlenbial

bul alse =wocizl walsiders wilhin Lhe melotn af tThew,

fud

d of Tamely 2od Lhe Taigetl souiely. Mayn in Cry, the

[

nnisha in Voices in the Cily. Siba 10 Where Shall We

5

f ;
mer 7 =zmd Hands Koul 1n Fire on Lhe Mouniain 0 Bim n

¢

t  of Day B fleriEoce 4 enze uf  Altenabiou. Huslh o ol

nes {esl] aliesnszblad beuiu<e Lhey duhab antesr  Lu  Five

s bale uvheer women who liveYorduigsry duold Life 21 low

ate Plays and Dola, Sonad: znd =010 in Sangal s Hich

Likte wus zml Storm in Chandigarh ares pducaled, sonsibove:  middls

class wWomen
share Lhe w
Lhesy live

individuals

whn loog Lo ljjv& Whetr Tivez La the (o) and want Lo

\ S - - ' )
gride of Lheyr husbonds. ol Lhe wale Jdominsted  wor ld
in. has no place (o Lhem =232 1obelligend ., zoneilive

’

gndowerd wilh femuTine sonstb Liby. The 1radibional
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"wiotby torees bhese hecoinees Lo live acoordivmg Io Lhe Bredyobionad

N ‘

tales zccribied Lo wamen. :
. “The  vuoong daughlerz-1o--12w. a8z Jelinonbed 1o esar have  aw
power a0 1940l family systom. where.  Lhers sri.le a0 anhierend

higravchy a1 elderly women 1n-law. These young herninss have 1o

access Lo attarn  their  persunhnod and  oue oullel  For  Lhewd

creabive urge. Hecoines 11l e Site foel Lhwarbed and alisnated 11

» -
v

ler own esmzl !l worbl 10 wmolenpolis and craves Tor fullolments  Thoe

“

dizcovers her aliesnalion in Lhe peanliar social reably,

Thy

i

¢ Morrteun. Wollter, Deratr and Sabigal Lrenl thery

H

heroines wilbh deep uadei standing aml (o he process of rroaling 2

~

world Jaf “Lhetr, own. aritwwlaie nmer and ouler tealities ol

women' e galshence. These women novolisls o~ 1 Lhellsers of stories.

i

thy
i

o . Far uatold by wale wraoberz. Jn a2 dishinclive fannet . Ther

subbentical Ty Lrdnenuls yncerlarnlzes, complenalyes and pzeador e:

which  Lhwarl  women 16 lwe differenl’ ruliunres Uhrough Lheir
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CHAPTER I

WOMEN IN INDIAN AND BLACK AMERICAN SDCIETY
\ (1)

The Indian sub-continent with 1ls diversities has a long
cultural and social history of women's position 1n socrely. QOver
ﬁény centuries, é host of literary and religious Leuts have
depicied Lhe position of wémgn in Hindu sovciely. All greal worls
of classscel Hindu literalure belaonyg Lo the‘llne of tradition
which MoKim, {ollowing Robert Redfield, has called ihé *agreatl

. J
tradition” in contrast to the “litile Lradibion™ (Miew 38).

The “greal tradition” was upheld by a 5§a]1 class of ‘ilwice-—
born® Brahmins who had monopolised educalion amd literary
activities. They suzoyed lhe palronage of royal families which
enabled them to live in courts 1n cilies. This “greatl “tradition®
13 coréob&rated by Lthe Vedss znd Brohmans, the lwo greal epics:

the HMahabharala and the Ramavana. . ’

1t 1s worithwhile To notle thaL'Lhe *1itlile tradition® is 11Ve
an undercurrent Lo the mainsbtream of “great Lradibtion®. Il 1w
a)gm called ‘parlticularistic’™. To the elile in the cities it
ré?iectﬁ Lhe soci1al, religious and cultural 1ife of " Lhe
tlliterale masses living in villages. Besides 11 often revolves
around 2 local god or “a mythical hero® (Mies 197). 1L 1s
drameilrically opposed to’ihe “great tradition® as  Lhe Jliterary
productions of Lthe Y1liltle Lradilion™ are lenends, S0Ngs ,

slories, anecdate;, proverbs etc. in Lhe regional languages whach

-
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are mostly handed down orally.

If literary educalion 18 a meried trail of 1the “greal)V
tradition¥ then as Mies slalbles Lhe "women of all ctastes and nol’
only of the non—Sanshritized casles are exeluded” (3%9) from it.

It is a well-lnown phenowmenon that wuntil the mid-nineleenth:
N H

. t
century women were eixcluded from The sludy of the classical Tv//

religious and philosophicel Teils. Thus, in realily WOMET
belonged to Lhe “little Lradilion” which repreéented Lhe culture

of the 1llilerale masses.

Literary works of tLhe “greal ilradition” have exlensively

recorded Lhe prgvalént views on woman. Thoy have codified the

duties and rights of women, bul have not described women's

culture as all of Lhem have been wribtien by men. primarily for

male readers.

1t can,_ therefore, be said thal women. lile all downt rodden
Jroups, are sxeluded from Lge *greal Lradtlion¥. They belong Lo
Lhose ‘mule’ masses who dwell in darlness, and who do nol edisi
Tor Lhe “great tradition®, since Lhey 40 not artrculate

Lthemselves in writing.

¥
However, a {ew gqueslions regarding the position of ancient

women in India remain unanawereg in  these tenlts., Ono such
t

quesbion. wcrording Lo PMies 1s8. whelher 1Lthe social realily

X
A

correspornied Llo the norms Ffised in lLhese wrilings. Here Tho

LR}



contention is thal:
Lthe classical fteris reflaét what a parlicular
literary elaite, the Bréhmlns, Lhought, 1in
various epochs on the position of woman in
Lhe sociely. but nol necessarily what 1lhe

soclial pracltice was in these epochs (37-387.

The answer Lo such & guestion, obviously, 15 nol simple. as
Lhe classical texts reflert whal a particular literary elite, the
Brahmins Lhoughl in various epochs, ihal necessarily was nol Lhe

spoci@l praciice during lhese periods. ¢

In order to assess Lhe st@lus of women in the Vedic,
Posi-Vedic, ‘Puranlc and poqt~Purén1c anes ona ‘has to examino
various religious leuits of Lﬁese epochs, in which women are
considered as beings belonginy Lo Lhe “3;LL{E Lradition®.

Mol only are 1the many loczl osnd regional

C}ﬁyn \“5ma11 Lraditions® of Indian villages lare

decisively sustained by women. bul Llheir

contenls are determined by many ?epale

} elemenis. Thus to tThe ® liitle ilradaitaion ™

belongs Lthe- rullt of bthe “Devi®™, bthe molher -

goddéss, whn 15 found in many d%?ferent loral

and regronal ‘t@presentatioﬁsv and ‘ugder

various names and plays & big role in village

festival. ...{Mies 40). /

Besides, some all-India festaivals lile Holi (March) and
Dasserah (Seplemher—~0Oclober) are celebrabed in honour ol

L



goddesses. McKim an 1937 found aboul nainely different deilies’
whose culls were praclised aclively. Forty-five of them belonged
to the *little traditizon”, zand mosi of Lhem were mollier—goddesses

or goddesses (Mies 40).

It 15 an esteablished faclt thet in India Lhe «cull of 1ihe

t

“Davi® 1t older than Lhalt of Lhe Aryan and mainly masculine Hindu

deities. The cull of the Magne Meler in her wvarious aspecls

gisbed 1n India befmre ithe Aryan invasion and has survived 1n
Lhe “1i1ille traqltzon"._ﬁ popular represenlalion of Lhe ‘Devi® in
the »little Lradition® 1s Bilala Devi. The goddess ol contagious
diseases., partbicularlyv o?> smallpon, which is also called

“vigit of the goddess™ (Miecs 40},

Feminine princigls 14 hailed hhigh 1n Lthe Devi-culi, which
assumed Lhe status of “1libtlie Lradition” with the predominence of

the Ygreal Lradition®®. of 1he Aryans.

. An  initiation Lhrough a spiritual specialisl, a *Guru” 1g
i

requi ed in Lhe “greal tradition? for 1ls propaggt:mn, The *Guru”
inittiates Lhe discaiple 1n Lhe religinus sywbols and usajes and in
the sacred lore. Compared Lo 1lhiz, no such requirrmenl exisis 1n
the *1atlle braditiom¥, 10 18 passed on Lhrough imitation. Often,
only women are allowed in -Lthe cersmonies of . the “Y1i1tlile

tradition¥ as revéaled in the worlis of R.85. Freed and 8.A8. Fieged
on tLthe Silisal (Sitala Degx) reremony. The disease of smallpox

though eradicated in India, 35 st1ll lnown alfier Lthe name of the

mosl feared goddess, "Gilala" Lo millions of Indians.

— B \

i

To ronclude, dge can say Lhal 1n aclual practice women 1n

.
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Flindu society belong Lo Lthe *litile tradition®. Yet some of Lhe
norms g;vernzng;thelr day-tLo-day 11Fg are Lhose derived from the
*greal tradiltion’. Thus, i1deolegically women belong Lo Lhe ‘gresl
tradition’. As  an  oulcome, Lhey are always 1n a slbalte ol

conflict. comstantly dlvided belween Lhe lwo traditlions.

Thus, womnen do share the late ol oppressed casies, Ltribes
and subculiures. To gauge'the position of women 1in family apd
socrely and Uhe role enperctations whach a modern educatéd Hindy
woman faces. 11l 1s e&seﬁtlal o hnow the Brahmanital norms \1aid

down by Lhe ancienl Aryan Hindu culiure.

In the ancient traditional sociely of Lhé Hindus the social
and legal postlion af‘women was, as Marawn stales, 1neviricably
Tankbed up with religion and casie. The pivolal posilion of women
in domestic life 18 well eupressed 1n the Rigvedic term
*Jayedastam® ‘whlch means ;LHE wife 15 Lhe hame“(ﬂara1n 22y. All
1nvoca}1mns of divinities are addressed Lo Lhe gods as well as

their wives, Uthe geddesses. The philosophical concept of Lhe

fominine principle 18 well developed in lhe Vedas.

Initially during the Vedic period an the‘Hlndu‘culture, Lhe
husbhand and wife were rqncelved as cowgiégggﬁary Lo sach olher.
Hence tLhe highesl manifeslialion of male and female relationship
15 found in Lhe roncepl of ‘Ardhanarishwara® —— a half -male and
hall female deity. The ancient divium was thalt man and woman
complementeﬁ gach olher Lo Torm a single 1mage as personified 1n
Lthe unigque form of ‘*Ardhenarishwara’. On Lhe whole, the womsn of

the Vedic times enjoyed equal stalus with men tn  everny field-

N

.



religious. social, economic and polsbtical.

The vedic sociely was palriarrhal. Though The hirlh o% a son
wAs more favoured, once a daughler was born. she was enbtitled 1o
anll Lhe privileges given .lo & son. Especially, "in Lhe mgtter of
educaltion the daughler was not dtspinguished from the son'
(Desai F1y. Girls were inducted into ithe ‘*Sscred l1lnitistiron?®
ceremnny. and tﬁey ohserved ‘Brahmacharya' (ztale of cellhacy)
Jike boys. This indicales that the guirls were taten Lo the
teacher as pupils or were 1nttiated 1nto Iearning. The names of
Ggrgw and Maitreyr are itestimony to the facl ithal women schm)ar%
and phi]osaphérg were nol uncommon. There aie references Lo .«
class of women Frnown as ‘Brahmﬁv;dln:s' who rontinusd Their
situdies for their enlare life-time) Learning 1iself was deified

{

as Baraswali, a fewminine symbol.

\

There were several women poels and some of Lheir verses have
been honoured by inclusion in The canonitcal Jiterature. Desal
notes” Lhal a large number of women were among the composers. of

the Rigvedic Hymms. 11 15 aclnowledged Lhal the “Yivaha SJLtQ' 11

the Rigveda which forms "Lhe foundation of Lhe Hindu HMarriage
sacramenl was composed by 8§rya ngitrx, the daughter of the Sun

yod" (Aple 3).

Many women were honoured wilh {itles lile Kchary;, who werp
%depi teachers. “thén the learned rishis or ssers 1mitialed
Ltheir wives," 2 Challtopadhayay eslablishes "inlo "intellectual
and spiriiual pursuirts’™(?). The name of Marilreyi 1s well Inown

for her pursuance of spiriluality along with her husbaml, whereas

~



Hatyavini, ihe second wife <chose to menage a huge "Gurulul' an

its entirely.

CEqual stalus was enjoyed by women with men in The Vedic era
in performing religious ceremonies. They could perform sacrificew
independently and were not rega}ded as rmpediments in religious
pursuits. IF the husband wegt on a journey, -Lhe wile was required
1o perform: ilhe sacrifices. “Seelayagna”. "Rudrabali® and

“Rudrayaga? were performed exclusively by women.

The social elhos of th; perinod undér discussion was
congenial Lo a woman®s ajl-round devel@pﬁenL,A Grown-up maidens
had a voice in choosing their parbkners. ﬁaughtera, as Lhey graw
older, conbributed orgrnificanily Lo/the management  of  Lhew
parents® household. Marriages were entered into when Qirls were
mature,. As Lthe slanza twenly-siy Pusan of Rigveda addressed to
the bride siabtes: “Speal Lo Lhy people as a lady" {(Apte &). This
substanltiates thal & woman had a stalus of her own. Bhe was

unfelttered and stood in high esteem al home and in communal life.

During tLlhe Vedic age. women were required to saccompany men
in performing rituals as Lhey were equa; wibth men in the palbtern
and social {fabric of Vedic socrely. The presence of the wife was
essential Ffor all sacrifices and ceremonies. A single man, 1in
such ‘a soé:ety was regarded ae\aplritually incomplete and WAS

-

therefore . nol allowsd Lo offer oblalions. This sort ol
parinership belween man and woman was visualized as & means 1o
VFPulfill  four ‘purusharthas®, or Lhe purp0=e§ of life during the

Vedic period. Woman was nol an obiect 1o saltiale male hunger or



a pleything. The groom addreossed his braide lLenderly during tLhe

mAarriage ceremony ¢

I tale Lhy righl hand as a pledgs for our

happiness, 1 wish Lhee to becoms wmy wife and

gqrow old wilh mey Lhe gods gave Lhee lo man

1o rule over our house Ltogelher... may

1

Lhere be happiness 1n our home for bolh

humans and animals. o .. (Dag 19-201}.

Thus, woman was held in high esleem alt Llhe rool of the family

syslem, 1n Llhe “g?eat tradilion® in the Vedic period.

During ihe Post-Vedic period. the social struclure of tLhe
Aryans becamsz rigid and it gol organiied in & raste system.
Howsver, among Lhe higher seclions QF‘SDClELy, the girls were
55111 eligible for ° Yaggmpav11 Samsbara’, Lhe Sacred Initiration
Cersmony. éi a vresull, Lhey afta}ned distinction I1n  various
disciplines like medscine, philosophy and thedlogy. THe flormer
p;attlce of sending the guirls Lo {far off places and Lo renowned
teachers was discontinued. Bul the 'daughters dad receive
gducation. They were endowsd with religious and secular Lraining.
Many of Lhem pursued the Leachimg career. Though religilous rights
and privileges of & woman were curlailed. 1n  lhe - tuliured
families women reciled theiy morning and evening prayers. Minor
religious S&CFlF]FES were continued to be performed by women.
Tending of the sacrificial Fire continued Lo be entrusted Lo Lhd
wife. Thus, by and large. women snjoved religious privileges lile
men in society. The only vxﬁfhle\chdnge was Lhal women no longet
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attended public mestings.

The process of thangé in spiiely being very complex and
continuous, one cannmol adevuately describe bhe whole proces%. In
short, Lhe stalus snioyed by Vedic woman was reduced graduslly to
Lhat of middling. Manu Smriti <eems - to be responsible fpr
relegating Lhe lcw\status to Hindu women in later perjods. There
wegre several olher *Smrilies® composed during this period. Al
Lhese sources were works of several men spread over a vast

stretch of time. They represent various schools of Thoughl ansd

2
i

Lherr impaclt, was all pervading. However., 11 15 obvious ‘Lthatl

sociely had already moved in the diveclion of rigidification.

1t was' Manu  who invested Lhe Brahmin wilh new
privileges. He deprecalted Lhe *Shudrass’® and women and conceded Lo
Lhem an infTerior sbtalus. Thus, Lhsoretically a foundation was

laid for Lhe social and legal subordination of women.

The curtarlment of the women’s righlt to perform religious
sacrifices on her own éreveﬂ pernicious Lo Lhe stalus of woman.
1i  broughl abnegalion of her righis of Bacred Inniiatlon and
gducation, partscipation al amportant polirtical ag@ surial

assemblies. She no longer had the privilege of seleclbing her " own

spouse. -As The lawgivers waere all men. Lhe age of marriage for

s

the girls was decided on whal lhey considered Lhe age al puberiy.
Thus, whatever was achieved by way of slatus, women had 1o
relinquish due to lacl of educaition: hencs perpeliual tulelage of

women gained ground.

Manu (2 E. C. ) depicls Lthe funclions of Lhe wife an



Manusmrilti. The ‘SBmriftitars’ or the lawgivers perpetﬁatgd the
~myth  of ihe husband as a veritable god for the wife, even 1{ he
is devoid of v1rtue,‘ar tFlEg Lo Find pleasure oultside home ‘or
beals her. They. however. prescribed no code of conduct ™ for

husbands. The Mmar riagnm VOWS Wers binding oniy Uo Lhe wife .

Woman, before ihe adveni of Buddhlsﬁ, as HKaulilya remarls
was nol permitied “lo move alone and see speclarles'(Desar  17).
Manu advocates only domestic dutres for women. Thus., the freedom
enjoyed by her Vedic mounterparlb in Lhe: earligr era becams
unimaginable. Woman was steadily and progressively suppressed 1n

I
the laier epic péﬁﬁik Women also lost their religyious rights amd

spiritual inheritsnce during Lhis period.

To sum up, Manu laid down an oulblook Ffor Lthe Fulure

’

augardinatlcn of women. The gradual lowering down of Lhe age of
marriage, the striclt adherence Lo Lh? rules of widowhuvod and tThe
curtailment of her ?r@&@em in puhl:;_l:?e preparsd the later day
commeipatols to lorge rigid laws for(heé subjeckion. This period
ctan be called the Tormalive period ;n women’s subordinalion. The
major change in Lhe outinal regarding woman was  sel  ing  Lhe
writers of Lhe second phase in tThe %ge of lalter Smriltis were ieft
to tale the last slep 1n thal divreclion. Buddhism laler on

provided an alternale mode of perceplion of fthe stalus of women.

\

Buddhism is primarialy a religion of self-culture and self -

1

restraint. Whosnever 18 capable of - foslering these two

alfributes, wheller man oF woman, can have AN ACCESS Lo

"Mirvana®. If 2 woman 1% capable of achieving Lhis, she 13 also



antlxleﬂ»ta atiain ‘Miravana®. Thus, since Lthe disintegraltion of

"Lhe Vedic society, thewpanalﬁ af réllgion wore once ajain opened
1o women, and hker righl to salvation proclaimed. Alwost
immediately alfter Lhe egtdhlléhment af Lhe Buddhist ordarf WOmEN

were admitled to 11.

Buddhist faith recognised equalily of senes and did nol
fetier women. Several women embraced Lﬁis forth which 'a551ﬁned
Lthem & righit of equal participalion In religious pursuils. Tpough
woman, 1in accordan;e wilh Buddhism, can reach the highesi slate,
she was however, considered snferior 1n stalus lo 3 male Bhitlhu.,
Nonetheless, the Famous dancer—-artisl Admrapali was befriended 1in
the Buddhisti fnldf,BuddhlsL “Jatalas" reveal several unorithodox
events as depicted by Chalbttopadhayay. ﬂtT]o;eranep was shown 10

couriessans  when they beceme the symbols of art and general

cﬁiiure,‘a\?eature whi1 ch contluueﬁ for a long Limae"(23).

The lot of lay women was improved Uur}ng‘tha prevelance of
Buddhism ;n India. The birilh of @& dauﬁhter. WAS 60 longer
considered & calamiiyv. Womon had ample opporituniitaies for  their
educalbion. They parlbicipated in philosophical discusssions which
reveal their high 1ntellectual rapecities. Marriage for girls was
no longer a musl. They were Ffree Lo opl Lo remain single. Thn
5}ght of & widow was no longer considored ~inau5p1c1auai Many

inslbances of widow remarviage are Fnown during this period.

To concluwde: a% long as corvruplion did nol creep inlo Lhe
Buddhist Tasth, 1t . woried well. [t also proved a powerful

democratac force againsl the narrow outioot of Lhe Brahmanic

13



\cultural patiern that aradually emerged. fis Desal
interestingly remarks, “Willh Lhe | growing peﬁc;ptzon Lhat
their life was worth as an #nd 1n 1tself, Lhere was Tiberated a
spiril of independence in women &nd For women' (Desair 19-720).
The “greagtradytlun" of the Brahmins gxcluding women from Lhe
religious 2CONOIALE and polilical lisf&, Lhus lost to Lhe
“*I1ttle tradition” of Buddhism, 1n which a woman wae perceived as
an edqual parther, However, Buddhism coﬁld nol gain ground 1n

India. Women's slalus remained low during the Puranic age which
2

followed the fall of Buddhism 1n India.

During LThe Puranic age around 500 A.D. onwards the concepl
of ‘Paliviata Dharwa® was developed. It meant fidelity and

!
marilal love and dutly from womnan wilhoul mposing & similar

- abligation on Lhe male. The Puranas demanded ‘abject obedierice’

of wife 1o Lthe order of Lhe hushand -~ god.

The religious Tife of women thus severely coﬁtracted. Womey,
were euypecied to ghserve some ‘vratas®, - fosl for the longevity
of the 1ife ‘oP the husbhand and for progeny. Women and “Shudras”’
were no wore entilled lo Ziggwthe Vedas. They coﬁld, howsver,

I
hear Lhe Puranas, writlen enclusively for Lheir yood.
e — -

Women as a class were Lhus excluded from tThe inilelleclusl

world. This pul Lhe woman in double Jeapard§} She was neilblhe

7

allowed - Lo receive educalion nor was her voicer consideired

imporltant in the seleclbron of her SROUE S, Writers ol

e

Dharmashastra who flourished between 400 E.C. E} A.D. 100 advised

T s o e A o

that girls should be ms?rla&,saan after puberly. Thus since A.LD.

14
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100 onwards India remained “the land of child morriage {for many

cenlfuries® (Narain 23,

The’ Puranic period 18 marked by lhe horrible custom of
‘Satl”.‘ Init1ally, the pracliire of "SBali" was recommended a; an
alternalive 1o leading an(augtere life of a widow. Bul later on,
the Hshalriya casie adopt;d~i£ and turned 11 inlo. a regular
tnstitution. Glancing through the hislory of Rajagthanq oneg comes
actruss several episodes of “Jauhar® (mass oé women whose husbands
have died on the battlefreld submit Lo the flomes of fire) and
‘S8at1® on a grand scale. With the spread of this cuslom, the
oppression of the Hindu women reached 1is climaut. The practice of
*Bali1® inbensifred fTuriher wilh the flun of Foresqgn invsders. In
Lhe earlier phaswe of Puranic age: some noted inlelleciuals lite
Devanbhat£a, astronomer Varahamibir: thHe wriler Madhatilhe, and
Lhe poel Bana Bhall condemned the inhuman cusiome: 1mposed on
women. Bul Lhe Hindu sporiely was so rigidifred Lhatxthe pleas of
Lhe enlighlened few fell on deal sars. The Moghul fu}ers lite

Humeyun and Al bar Lried to resbrict this hideous cusltom of Sati,

bul wilhoul much success.

[

Thus. the slalus of Hindu woman before the FHuslim rule 1n
India had detertorated. The social scens was disturbing end Lhe

/ '

figh . esteem rendered Lo women in Lhe Vedft period reached 31ls
nadir due Lo hiideous customs, lile chtldkmarrlage, total absence
0£ eduration among girls, reslrictions on widow remarrrage and
prevalence of Sal:. The adoption of Purdah reslricled women Lo

secluded inner  apariments an the royval  and aristfocratac

families. To give a Final blow Lo Lhe sitalus of women, polygamy

.
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spread amonyg tThe upper sirala of sociely.

Hindu woman 1in the post—Puranic age, wilh Lhe advenl of
Muslim rule an India afler the Lhiibeenlh cenbiniy was devoid ol
any righls and her {réeddm Was 1mp:ngéd upon. As a resull oft Lhe
Huslim conquest, the forergn rulers bLried Lo promulgate Ltherr
coercive n;rms on the conquered Mindu community. 1n defirance of
such geslures the Hindu sncisly lurned so siricl’y Lhal 1t cul
short tThe righis and freedom of women. a: well as of lower

classes. Hence Lhe trials and tribulalions of women aggravaled.

Consequently, Lhe Hindu woman was totally cutl of{ from tLhe

healthy maiao sblream of ]i#a al Lhe expense resulling 1n Lhe loss

1

of her menlal {reedom and progress. Due 1o child marriage,
maribal ‘in?fdelxty aon the part of man was rampanl. There weru
more polygamous marriages amongst fThe Hindus lhan  the Muslaims.
Giaduxlly avolving patriarchal  sociely, even, dropped Lho
ronditions laid down as necessary for men for a second marr:age;
Buch a trend marted chances af A Hindu woman 1n the social
hierarchy. The practice of thild marriage 3n 1is  trail brought

the evils of child widow and *8albi.”®

Deszpite iTheie long contacl wilh The Muslims, 1Lhe Hindus

failed Lo assimilale the liberal righlis accurded Lo women by Lhe

lslamic ‘Sharial law’. As Narzan puls 11, fhe Mindus “tonlinued

\

to adhere Lo Lhe theorelical basis of the 1mgal subordinsbion ol

~

women as lald down by Menu" (¥5). The Hindu sociely had no vision
) t

to follow betler customs prevalenl in bLhe Maslim sociely libe

— %

divorce,- widow remarviage and a larger sharo of property for

tb
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women. 1In addition to the shorl-sighiedness on Lhe pari of llindu
leaders, the Hindu society had become rigid. Besides Brahminiswm
was too inhibilive & force for Muslim rulers Lo snerl any dlréct

liberating influence wupon Hindu cusloms or on the servile

condition of the Mindu woman. .

'

At ° this juncture in the fifteenth ceniury, medioval sainls
emerged Lhroughout India &nd{serveg lile & beacon Lo Lthe Indian
qnc:eiy. Through their devobtional . practices 1lhey eztablished
equality QF sexes, manimising bLhe degnadaﬁ:on of wnménn Hence
wWomen were Gfiﬁ again allowed Lo partak:e~ in the religipous
activilies alan§ wilh mgn. The ‘Bhakl: Movementi’ proved catolyiic
in allowinyg a hbrealh of {resh~air to women where analheoma
prevairled. Challenying the supremacy of Lhe - Brahamanlc‘ viareal
tradition™, Lthey popularised the “1li:iile Lradition” 1n  which
woman was visualised as *Bhal t1°. The worship of Durga, Kal:y  anmd
olher goddesses was popularised by some of bhem. Thus, afler many

centuries of servile condilions women were broughl bul of the

grip of abominalron and considerd as human beings.

In sp{te’o? their humanistic appeal and approsch, the sainis
in wvarioug parte of India could nol succeed in bringing .ahoul
social or economic revilalszalion of Indian sccrely, precisely
because Lheir abpeél was emolional rather than ralional. As
ﬁulharjee remar! s, ‘the mystic revolulien®, proved a minor
revolution es lhere was & lact of fundamenital reform in ' Lhe
Indian economy. The medieval sainis, wibthin Lhe social syslem of

their worbk were "aclbive revolulionaries bul nol dynamic ones.
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They had TtTeo wairl fTor Weslern rommerce and capilal for more

substantial changes'" (glid. i1n Desar 4%},

The position of Hindu womén ornn Lhea eée of bBrilish rule 1in
India was further impaired. When the Hindu elilte came in  louch
with The Bratish 1n the ]ater’half of Lhe sighlteenth century and
espectally wilh Lhe introduction of English educatjqﬁ i kndaia,
they were appalled at the disgraceful socizl cgndltlung of Lhewr
own people. They realised thet the degradalion of women . wasz., =a

shame . !

Hindu woman was thus condilioned LD‘ an instiriutional
frameworlt and an ideology in such a fashion Lhal she wmighlt nol
riee  in revoll againsl the aboninable cusloms. Ralther she would
remain docile and in perpepual subjugation. Consequently, Hindu
women al this period had notl bnly lost her yndependence, bul her
sense and urge for freedom and consciousness of an independent

personalily.

JEEE:E?H%EEEE> the genesis and growlh of Lhe movement for tlhe

I

emancipalbion of Indian woman was Lhe oulcoms of thP\XNFluenr@ af
advanced demot%at:t CJVI]lZétng on medieval lIndia. The new
economic baclgrouml provided a grdund for a new sociely and
sorcietal relations in  an o;ihadox soc1e1§= As  an autl ¢ome
radical changes ensued in the thﬂglﬂg of the Indian pedplen
These ur?es and yearn:ngs( were arlticulated t1lhrough the
entighlan~d, aocia{ reformers in India. They imbibed the
liberal 1deolug§ of the MHWesl. Thus, ‘Lhere emerged champions

:

of women's cause 1n various parts of lndia.

18
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ﬁlthough,.the st&tﬁs of upper and middle ¢lase women in Lhe
cities fas changed since independonce, the mazorily of rural
women n villages lead the same 53fe as lived before. Even’ when
woman has acqguired Juridical equality wilh man, her actbual
position 1% still very unsalisfacltory. 11 1s revea]e& in  the
reporl on Lhe Status of Nomén in India @ /
Socieby has fairled To frame new norms  and
institutions to enable women Lo fulfil ths
nulliple roles expeclied of lthemn 1n India
loday. The majorily do noil enjoy the rightls /
and the opportunilies praranteed by Lhe

~

consbitubion (3%).

Today, Lheoretltally’women are recogmined 2% socially  equal
wilh men. K:::) Bn“ faclt, the old institublions libe caste,

palriarchal family. religious mores and dominanl social velue

!

sysbtem st111 hold swa;. There also exisls a (onflicl between two
cultural traditions. This 18 the con{lich hetween the
Sansl riticed “Ygreal fradition” wilh 1is patriairhal~aaéetxg
family and sexual ideclogy and Lhe moiher“yorahsp hased on  pre-—

Aryan mwolher culls of v1:ttte tradition®. The compleixity 15  all

Lthe more imiricale as the binary lraditions operale wilhin. Lhe

\
larger Hindu tradilion simultaneously. Accordingly. the conflicl

beiwesan dlscr;m;natzmé against women and 139&13:%110n of  women
tates place nol only belween 1qd3y1dﬁal groups, casbes ;nd
regions, \but also 15 the sphere of the mosl 1313ma1e
interpersonal relalionships in the family. Thus, Lhe naggeralers

“"husband-worship," as 1%t 1% laid down by patrierchel morals oand

N
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in religion, 18  the opposiie of Lthe lilewise religiously

exaggeraled ‘mother-worship® (Fres 103).

’ - (11>

Black American Women in White America

AN a
Among the women of all culiurss, Lhe black American woman

N

has & uninue posiiion. She has drawn atienlion by a2nd large dun
Lo her ableci wi1ltustion. Uprootled ?{2g/’;€;ﬂ'nallva African
culture she has been placed in Lhe dominanl white Euro-Christian
culiure. E;en in such a confliciing situation she has mainlainsd
ideals of womanhpod undeltervred by any Torce or  inbimidated by
racist, oppressive cultural norms. '

The black woman was doubly enslafed in whibte, patriarchal.
rac1st.sociely. Her lot was Lo 5uf$s¥{ strugglevgﬁd be éileni, 1l
comparison Lo the while woman who was in a position to plead for
her emancipation. FPrior Lo and after the Civil War, The stalus of
Tthe bLlact ﬁmeglcéf womgn 4% & olass of human beings was decided
by "their blsckness and their womanhood rather -Lhan by thewr
creative, intelleclual and pesychological compusilion' (Blact burn
133)f //

v

The neftarious sysiem of slavery hardly permiited or allowed
an’ individusal rdenlbity Lo Lhe DLlacl WOMAn , leave apari
recognitron of her talents or entily. ﬁs’Beala notes, she was a
"slave of a ,slave“(GS), EBefore Lhe Luropean infaltualion of

-

; .
properiy as a foundaizon for soc13l organizaiion African

’
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socielies were equalilarian and cooperalive lLowards women.

When e glanced through Lhe annals of her ; African
ancesiress, prior to the Slac& woihan turning servile 1n America
through slave Lrade, &p= lﬁa;nﬂ that she performed certain task.w
which were nol besed on gender. Neilher was there any rmgld and

hysterical compartmentalization based on  sawvual laboos. FEdven

blaci man had specific duties to atiend to. The woman in  her

naltive Africa ollen accompanied man ovn hunts and gul  inte  Lhe

warrior's array on Lhe baltle-fi1eld. Lilawiss, man olften pariool

in, food gabthering and in the educalion of children.

The blach wom;n in Afrrce enjoyed wvary many pr1v1}egeau
There 1% absolulely nothing Lo show thal the African woman was
aervile or inferior 1o man in any respecl. She ran The marketl
place, buj}t dams, she was also engaged in international commerce
and stale crafl. Cade sitales Lhalt Lhis woman also sal on  the
thrdne, ‘“who ,donned armor hLo wage ballle against Lhe European
invaders and the corrupf th;eftanns who eng;ged in  the slave
trade. who (women) were consulted as gquals 1n Lhe affairs dF
trade" (103-4). On lhe conlrary. "Lhe Eurnpean'while was confused
and alarmed by {Lhe equelilarian sysiem ol Lhese ( African
5ac3e21e57 and d{? much Lo wreclk 11! cresaling wedges belwsen Lhe
men and women' (Caﬁerioﬂ yo Thus, npriorv. Lo Tthe chains of slavery

the black women’s position was deemed high 1n the African

culture.

From the harrowing middle passage to Lhe migralion 10 Noeth

for the promised. land, black woman®s condibron in exile was

~
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traumatic,., Her dilemme wos peculirar as a woman placed 1n Lthe
larger whilte sociely. She was doubly oppressed, .racially and
'aeuual]yu As L;ndsey notes, "to be a blact woman; awes 15 Mol jusi
te be & hlacl who happens Lo be & woman, Ffor one discovers ane's
sex somelime before one Jdiscovers one's racial classzf:tatlaﬁf‘

(84). Blaclburn also reilerales Lhal “being blacl and female in

America is a comples _maller' (133).

On the basis of the evidence provided 1n history ami

foltlore. blact women 1n fmerice are called “the mule, of Lhe

i

world." @Alice Walker deliberales on 1his jssue in. In BEarrhxaﬁ
Qur_Molher Ys Gardens, where she remarbs thal bleck women ‘“have
been hended the burdens <Lhet everyone else-gveryone elge—

refused Lo carry" (237).

One can well 1magine tﬂe blact woman®s subservienl position
as racism and sexism have been‘used as the justifrcation Ffor Lher
repression and exploitation in America. Social equalrty for blact
women was lotally ruled oul 1nasociely guidad by éuro~Chr1%t:an,
palriarchal bqurgeola soiletyu fAgain, juél as blacls as a grouﬁ
wore ‘relegated', a3 Christian notles, “"fto an undgrclass in

Americe by wvirlue of their race, so women were relegaled to a

spparale casle by viriue of Lheir sex"™ (72).

The "1mpacl of serism on the blacl womsn’s social slolus  was
thatl she was manitpulated by the sysiem for almosl Lhrec hundred
vears., Her virltue was violaled. Her silence was Lhe silence of

the oppressed. That profound silence ensucd due Lo resignation

and acceplances of hFer lot. Unitail Lthe Civi) Rights Movement of Lhe



ginties she refused‘to be 1n alliance wilh Lthe whites. Ghe had
not gained any concrele resulls whenever all;ed o such groups.
Litewize she did nol see "womanhood" as a vilal aspect of her
identity. As Hools argues. ”rac:%t, sexisl  socializetion  had
conditioned us iop devalug our {femaleness. ... we were asbasd Lo
deny a parl of ourselves——and we Jd1d " (lntio. 1}. Her heF01r
struggle Lo overcome oppression al twin levels oflen ended 15
horrible desth. Several herorc women .lile Sojourner Trulh,
Harriel Tubman, Ida B. Wells and Anna Cooper campalgned.
leclured, wrole and performed heroilc deeds For The racial,  class

equality of blact women in the ninelesnth century VYiclorzan

BmMerl1cd.

Anna Cooper®s speech on Lhe stalus of hlachk woman 21 the
World Conyress of Representalive Women 1n 1893 reveals Lhat blact
woman was Lhought Lo be 'mo more than chailel, an 1rresponsible
Lthing, a dull blocl, Lo be drawn hither or 1hither at Lhe
volitien® of an owner"” (Hools, Intro. 2J. Imgpltg of such
IgNomMINLous conditions she maintained Lhe dignity of her person.
She had no male proleclior whalsoever. as blacl man was reduced Lo
the abjecl status of a slave. In addition, she had been used as

the scapegoal for the evils thal Lhe horrendous sysiem of slavery

has perpelrated on black man.

-~

Beale oprojecls lhe persona of blacl woman in America, "her
physical image " has been maliciously  maligned: she has heen
senually mnlestéd and abused by The while colonirer. ..." (983,
Economic aulonomy Qas naver & windfall for blagk woman. - She
suffered 1the worst btind of esconomic exploitation, as ‘she was
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forced to serve as lhe whitle woman“s‘mald and welnurse For while
offepriny while her own chilgdren were. more often than nol
starving and negleclted" (Beale 92). One can 5urm1ée Lthal for Llhe
blacl woman, ”iL, 16 Lhe deplh of degradation to be socially
manipulated, - phyﬁlcaliy raped. used 10 “unaermlne vaur {(blach

woman®s) own household, and Lo be powerless to reverse Lhis

syndrome” (Beole 92).

Gerda Lerner {inds ‘double invisibality® in  blact women,
First for beinq blacl and secondly for being women. Therr status
on Lthe socielal plane wa; subjecl to all ithe restriclions egainst
blacks ami Lo Lhose againslt weomen. Thus, for long, black women
have remained Lhe most powerless group in Lhe enlire sociely 1n
America. Their social alonﬁ with ecovomic as well as political
status was lhe lowest in Zhe.}adder, as 1L consisted of while

! i

men at lhe Lop, then while women followed Ky blachk men and al the

bottom rung of Lhe ladder, Llacl women.

s far as the economic power and posilion are concerned,
Lthere 13 no evidence thal blaclh women have enjoyed any economic
advantagexover blauvk-men, leave aparlbt while wen and women in  the
fabric of broader sociely. By and large. blacl women's Iincome,
even in the sevenlties was Lhe lowest as Lerner states,”... afte:
1920, blact women ranbed lower lhan blact men 1n political
repre%enhat:un and 1n acceass Lo economic power nosilions  1n
socrely.  sa." fXXlIIH~ XXIVY. Evalualing the posation of lbLlacl

women. in bthe mid—-eighties, Ebony reports Lhal, "... 1t should be

remembered Lhat mosl Blacl women are 21111 confined Lo low-payving

o~



jmbs al ihe boltom of the economic ladder' (42).

- ‘

In Lhe Tield of politics, blaclh woman has undergone a greal
struggle Lu oblain her volbing ryghl. She has partlcipatéd in  tho
suffrage movement afong with her while sisters. Nonetheless., she
was nol allowed her political raight for long, even aFLéf Lho
bBlack men achieved Lheirs, Sever%] blaclh women leaders lilte Ida
Wells~Barnetl, Sojourner Trull and others Fdﬁqht‘?or their righl
as  women Lo engage in public political aclivily. Due Lo several
determined women's efforls blacl women §a1ned their po]itxcal

"righls. Soicurner Truth boldly declared that blach women must
have Lh€gr rights. SBhe asserted Lhal bLthis_i1ghl wasz soon vcoming.
Very righlly she coupressed tﬁe fundamental Lruth Lthal. "... women
don't get half as wuch riyhls as Lhey ought  1o; we want more,
and we will have ii" (Sﬁenéer 267 .

It s of cﬁna;derab?c interes!t Lo lool intn the history of
Plact womsn’'s strugole. Tor equal legal raights. The tflowering
fiyure, Sojourner Trulh declared al Lhe firsl annual meelting of
the American Equal Righls é;sac;aﬁxan in 1847 iLhat she wanled
blact wéméﬂ to have their rights. "In the courts women have no
righl, no voice, nobody S?E&PSXFOF themn. I wish women Lo have her

voice there amonyg Lhe pelibiloggers. L+ 1l 14 wol a f11 pleace  fou

women. 311 13 un{il for men Lo be there" (Spender 268).

Thus, to conclude, Lhere. wete many hblacl women who
protesied  vehemently agsesinsl Lheir doubles appression. They were
in A state of conbingous confliclt. As the previous discussion

reveal §./, blacht women in the blaclt community as well &z in 1lhe



Targer sociely has to assume twin personalilies. Through history,
blact woman he: struggled Lo achieve equal stalus with whaite
1

woman and man., Various club movemenls, compaidgns, CONscious

ratsiny meelings and laite aclivities reveal her commitment Lo the

1

cause of amelioration of black women.

[t 15 evident Lhiough various feminist movements Lhal Lhere
1e a female aspecl to all historv. Blach women have made 1Lheir
special’ conlribution Lo Lhe building and shaping of American

‘gnclety and Ltheyr zont;lbuhzon 1 differenl from tha; of white
men, women and blacl  men. For -too long this difference 1in
equélzly has meant 1nvlsiﬁ3311y and insignificance. Tt was only
afler the Civil Rights Moveinenl 1n Lhe sixlies, tn Lhe sevenliew
and eighties, that the literary worls of black women wrilers
rereived Lhe attenlion of white crities and wrilers. Crealive
Iiterature of blacl women reflecls "... 2 slunningly accuratle
record nf Lthe 1mpact of patrla;chal valuss and pracltice ' {(along
wirth racisl) upon  The lives of womsn' {(Bmith 1323, 11 also

provides essential i1nsights inlo female enperiences.

(L1I)

While discussing the hislory of Indian women. we Lraced LTwo
Lraditionss tLhe Ygreal ilradition® which enc1%ﬁed women {rom 1is
Brahmanic discourse complelely and Lhe *lillle Lradition™ which
ascribed  lhe ailtributes of & “Devi® to a woman. buti stlll‘ the
latier could nol gel due stalus to women in sociely. Extending
this tlhesiz 1o the blact American siluatlion, 11 may be argued

that Lhe Dblact American women could be placed 1n The “1libtils

Lradition®™ which belrllled ' their slalus below that of a slave.

2é '



Tloubly oppressed in a while racesl sociely, Lhe blact Omerican
woman, lile her Indian counLerpar?,has mainlained a Lradition of
Lolerance, paltience and pet&xstenée. This tradition of passive
resistance 1o male oppression, developed hy women in India, over
& long period of ltimse, ﬂormﬁ the basie of f(eminine sensibility

-

discussed in Lhe fo]]oglng chaptgrn

1s 1t worthwhile 1o sludy feminine " senzibiliiy? Il 1s
cettainly worthwhile, a; the female aspect of wmmen;s being 1w
different from Lhal of men. Hence feminineg sensibilitly 15  ‘the
central tilheme of Lhe novels by women wrilers. '‘Their crealivily
provides aﬁthantlciLy to Ltheir life enperiences 1n & divided
world of men and women. Be Lhoese enperiences black or whtile,
Indian or émerlejhn, but’they‘are 1dentical at  the level of
‘universaligy’.‘ Such n;velg describe Lhoe struggles and strife,
exaltation and suffering, servilitly and resilience of women of
Hindu cullure as well as blachk American cu?tuge. In these Qoris;
tn spiie of odds anid stu&blzng blpt%s wamen emeri3de with ¢  beauly

and strenglh, Laleni and Jenius  on Lhe cdnvase of Tifes

undolerred, daunlless.
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