CHAPTER IV

FEMALE OPPRESSION

Y 1% intersszling Lo recsll Hernlon®s observalion on blact

men. Lible olher peuple who have boen colonszed and oppressed  al
one Lime or anobther. Lheir “enperiences” of woppression "have nol
delerred Lhem from being oppressors Lhemselves" (7-8). Stephen

Hendersan 15 of Lhe opinyon bLhat duraing Lh@ Civil Righlbs and

4

Glacl  Power movements Lhe sensiltive and wntelligent black  womern

were forced... "lo,resizamine Lheit own posiliunsg wvis—-a--vis Lhn

>
[V
men and to concludge ithal Lhey were bLho viclims nob only of racizl

tnjusbice but of a 5enuaf¥ artogance bLanlamount to dual
colonislism - one from withoul, ihe other Prom wilhin the Dlacl
community" (XXJI11). ’

Blacl Women novelisls., particulserly, ﬁl}ie’waltgr armd Tonz
Morrison examina2 Vhls phenomensn of “double colontalism! in theis

Nertrra ey st

rovels. Mem and olher women characiers 1n The Third Life of
Grange Copeland are cruelly victnized hy Lhietr men. They neither
have coubrol  on téozr own lives, nor [reedom to chooss nmuch
compai ed” to white women’s innumerable choices in Tife. Mem is 4,
"glave af a slave."” The myih of "Lad black wpman“ and supﬁemlst

theory nf Ywhile—is—-righl" undermines Mem. Maryarel and Josie®s

vhances of  leading =2 aormal or happy life. qupate mf< Lhe

pradicalion - of slavery, "slavocracy” does o1t and mars tLhe

&

Yives of (nuntlecs blacl women. The nerraltives of Alice HWaller

aml Tont Morrison are Leslimony tu Lthe facl ithat Llach women



o

remain the mosi neglecled persona 1u whils Americs. The

\

Lragedies of blach women are very peorszonal, real and bleal . Be 11

Margarel Copeland or Josie, Meradion or Celie, they zall fight

Lhe meny-headed monsler of raciem 25 well syainst  ses1sm,
1gnorance snd despair. ’
L . Thivd
Dilact women's - oppresdion 15 discernible an The, Life of

Grange Copeland 29 Moargaret and Mem Copeland®s oppr955Loh 12, a&w
Williams notles, an "assoull upon black women®s ropruductive and

nurfturing  Tunclions'  (LOY. Bath the novelists portrezy  hblacl
women®s oppression as "a mullidimensional assauli.' In .The Bluest
Eye, Morrison depicls how blach women®s sell -esleem Ls undeiminel
by the use of alien aesthelic crileris Lo assess blacl woman's
beauty and wiorlh. Fur}her, thare 18 an assault uponlb]acL womon® s
independenl righlt Lo choose and marnblsin positive., fulfrlling and
produclkive relationships. In Alico Waller®s novels The Thaird Life
of Grange Copeldand.Meridian and The Colovr Purple. and Tont
Morrison's The Blﬁest Eye, Sula, Song of Solomon, and Tar. Baby

white males, blach males, and while females ' are Lhe dgents S of

thiz oppression of hlacl women.

In a palriarchal. classest, while zoctely, blacl women have
hardly any choice Lo lead » fulifslled life. They, 1n order 1Llu
survive., resorl Lo 5trateﬁles within Lheir roach. Alice Wollor’s

and Toni Marrison®s novels pul Lhe reliyious Fastll n Lhetd

heroines Lo faghl nwilidimensional oppredsion. Therr novels are

termed "religrons nerrabives" Ly DNelores Willioms as  Lhess

arlists melaphorically use religiovs language. religrous
|l -~

praciices and religinus 1osues Lo hiolp Lthe sflfective resolubion



N

of  Lhe plols. Willtams belisves Lhal bhlact women's novels are. a
narvalive melaphor. They mirror ihc fajéh. hopes, values.
Lragedies, JTarlures and celebralions of an oppreised comuunily.
The novels by Forrison and Waller -@s  Lhe  Ffrewale narrabives

reflecl 211 Lhese fharacierjaizca{

Waller describes Lhe expeiiences of blacl women®s oppression

1n - her three novels. The prolonged violence, both  physgicel' and

N
psychological reduce Fem Copeland Lo 2 W%ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ&Lmﬂﬁﬂu Foi

.

Grownfield. Ghe zs-well as her davghlers aroe viclbinared by  her
own husband. Along wilh Broawnlield”s delerioratlion in life  aml
Failure To acquire any power 1n while socivly. PMem® sz Jile 15‘
turned 1nbko  a blasming inf-rne of sexusnsl oppression  and  over -
rowaring senss of guilt. Even her seif*reapact has heen wulierly
kruirsed as she hes been compelled Lo slop talling “proper' by her
anee af?ettlunéte husband Frown{aeld. Her pppression reaches 1ls
zentth as  she grows wgly and 13 rompelled Lo burn her onlwy
peeclous possession- bools. She sbruggles zingle ha%dedﬁj' through
pregnancies  and gives bitbh Lo her badiies an cold, damp  rooms.
More oflen Lhay nnt, Brownfield was Loo esvil and drunk Lo go for
a midwife. Thus, unce beauéLFul Mem Copeland becowers & scapegoal
of her husband. Under his " foul actd&allenu° Mewm :wl}ted‘ angd
”a;éeﬁted fiam 3 Loelbal paszsivity and blan!n;éz, lebe a  church®
(TTLGC 543, In Lhé concenlralic flrdgp of opprssion blachk  women

suffer the most an Lhe narratives of Waller and Morrision.

Waller visualises as she tells Washinghond “Lhe exporiences

uf  blachk women as a sevies of movemsnisz from a womsn  lLolally

——

129



:

wiclimiced by sociely and by men to & growing. developing woman
whaose consciousness allows her Lo have soms contiuvl  over lLai
Tafe" (2123, PMew s0d PMargarst  are representative  of such
onppressed women who carry Lhe burdens héapad U pon }he; by saciety
and by ?am:lfn Rarial and sexual oppression-destioy Ltherr hodies
and spirit. Brownfiold oppresses &Qen hits wvouny daughliers, as  he

infiltrates Lhe {ear of God in Lhem. They sucrumb Lo his. ferror,

inch by inch, day-by-day.

Eﬁé soxusl and rocial oppressron changes Mem®s mildness into
atupur,J her sbupol inbkn “horror”, de%mt%t:on and  ab  last.
Thalred”. Lite # mother figure lHem 1s sndowed wilh = & 1ypical
senstbility. 8Bhe, lite Pilale. wanga Lu safegusrd hgr children.
Fult she was weal, "lolally wilhoul viow, wilhout a gby"  (TFLGC
%%9). Becanse ol her *oullure of Survial® she fighls  hbacl  willy
Hrownfield., He emjoys her Jdesolelion. MNonetheless he 185  annoved
when Mem despises him. bécause it ts “oul of her halred she
foughl him witlh words., never wilh blgws, and  always For Lhe
children®  (TTLGC %29). This reveals Mem®s Ffeminine” sensibiltiy.
The molher as a l1i1fe giving, rearing {orce ir;ea Lo deslroy Lhose
elements which dety hLer ef;urts Lo prevatl.

‘Ar Brownfield 1s app&gsed_by Lheo while raciesl socisly  for
fiw being blact, he in lurn afflicls HMem lTor Lhe “pEFFECtIQﬁ\~ﬂ?
“white women.'" Al 1h€~snc3a3 level Mem 1s oﬁpreased Ly ihe whim of
the while men. "Ghe was farced Lo move (rom ‘one éhareatopper“?
va2bin Lo anolher, ... wilhoul warning or énplanallon“ (TTLGC 58—

59). Thus, she had Lo fFrghl mulblilayered oppression wilh roegard

Lo white moster's domain on which hevr family’s subsiglence
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dependead . ‘gn sddtlrion her own husband 111 . irests her {for
.submissiveness, beller Inowledge-and compassionaleness. Ahove
ryerylhing elsa, she haltes to leave " a home zhe’d already made

2
and Fixed up with her own haods" (TTLGC 390 .

Mem is wmenhandled for her good efforis 1o {ind beller

housing. Brownfield®s perde us hurl because he foailw to Pimd

decsnt house when he Lries for one. Allhough woman »: molher is

.

eulogiced, her body enlrape hor in a civrcle of pain and  anguish.
prownfield not only oppresses Mem bul also woils sagerly Tor ihe
Yewelling of the womb,”™ so Lhat he can bring her "tropped sl

hact Lo lowness she has never imagined. The study provides an

it bing  1n Lhe psychology of blacl men. tThey Lhemselves beinyg

¢

‘vppreszsed al the honds of while masters become vengeante zeel 1ng
nn Their awé‘wmmemn UnForLunate}y’ﬁrownfleld bivods aml plaha Ly
bhring  ‘down®  his wife. Thon he will place her once more 100 A
shack. Buch & gestures on the parl of Drownfield reveals Lhe all

pervasive nalure of oppression of blactk women. For Mem her
relationship wilh her family 15 of gieal concern. Whersas
Brownfield . 1s on the sly. Lile Cholly Ereesdlove he Pails to see

"beyond hie emolion.” fn Lhe longer tun and wider perspeclbive The

nppressor 1x brapped 1n his own snare. .

Mem®s oller physical helpleseness adds to Lhe grimness of
hher oppresston  al Lhe hands of her husband. Ewven tithen whatl
matblers poat in Lhe drama of human survival i1s Mem's will Lo
survive and revive. In the rough weelher, at J.L's barn house she

debernines Lo gel well. gel worl again and  leave Brownfisld.



Thus. hier sprrit Lo surwvive Cagsinat odds-—-physical and

peychological mn sedinl, rarist and clessi=L soutely

3

pradominales,

-Blachk women are oppressed. bed ) in the Deep Soullr or wn bLig
tities. Even Lhe deacons sa Lhe novel. preach in the church. to
“love Lhe neighbour” do beal their wives Lo death when tLhey

am
cannot  Feed Lhem. Thus, women all around are,eausy prey 1to malu
vppression. Iun  many instances Lhe men nwrder  Lheir wives and
childien under the pressure of an “"unseen Fforce." IL obviously

reveals 1lhe double oppression of blacl women in white sociely.

The poignancy of Margﬂret‘; double oppression 15 deeply fall:

Misery had wal ened lier, and he {Grange)

ey nutn@@@ﬁbte]] hetr she had marricd not
inio etéLasy1 bul  into dread. Neoi into
freedom. but intn bondagey not into perpetual
love. but 1ﬁ1a, deepening despatr. And he did
nol  have Lo tell her who was  belbiind  Lheu
misery-she tnew ond  Lthon he did nol—-for
L0meone, 5D$uth1nq did “stend . behind bie
rruelty to  her the mede himself be}lévv).
puﬁh{ng him on Lo dJdesert her. and driving her

down Lo LThe purgelion of -uicide for herzell

and myrder for her hastard hild (TTLGC 1761 .

-

Blact women®s vived snperignres. a3 naltialted 1n The Bluest
Eye reveal btheir nultilayered oppression..Paulineg Breedlove amd

her daughbter Pecola’s narralives provide 2n inlling of  Lhe



y @szaulls on lherr pesychologecal and physiczsl well-beoing. PFPauline

Breedlove 15 oppressed awz hor szlf-osteem 13 greally undermined

in racisl sociely. Worsi qf 211, Anglo-Nmerican standsards of
feminine  beauly prevarl  among  The blacl  ss  well 2s while
communiliyv: The noime ragarding female heauly operale 1n the wmosi
e rowaing  fashion »e blacl z are far Loo vemﬁved Trowm LTheir own,
homeland, rulinure and Lhesr slandards of beauly. As Walliam Graer

ohserveszs “The Negro woman's blachk fzare, Afrircan leatuies, and

banty  hair arse physical alirtbules which place her far from  Lhe

Pt .

American ideal of beauly, and malo her . wilh referrnce Lo - Lho
Amcrican ideal uvgly' (523,

«

fauline Eresdlove. as she walrches cinema. 12 1nbtroduced Lo

anolher 1de> of physical beauty alongwilh Lhe 1dea of ,}cmantlx

love. The germinabion of such an adea of oulward beauly 1n, Lhe

>

mind of Prulineg Breedlove sows Lhe seeds of oppression. which a-

’

Morvison calls, are "the most destrdelive—ideas” 1n Lhe, hicslory

of  human ~Lhoughl. The oulocome of such hideous 1deas (Lhal  of

physical hesuly and romendic love) 3s disilusionment. Pauline
sulfers 1tmmen,sely 25 she cvgqualtes phystval beauly wilh virlue,
hesides ‘“she stripped her mind, bound T, and collecisd self

contempl bv bthe heap" (TBE 97:. Tho world of bLhe silvor screen 1w

misltaten {or real one and Poauline 15 oppiessed as she Lraies 1o

impose  a&ll Lhose 1deas »snd wdezals of  ervlernal fezlures ot

beautiful white woman 1n her day-lo-day life. She {fails Lo
appreciate her self-worlh. The dominant cullfure’s anslhetic Falls
heavily upon blacl women lite Paulineg who are vulnorable in alien

norihen ghello.

o



The worsl demage 1s Jone Lo blect women as ithey internalize
Lhe whizle standards of PhyﬁlLai beauly. Economically and socially
treedlove famly te an easy prey Lo multwﬂle QpRpression 38 Cﬂul]y
Brevdlove s put ‘ouldoors®. The worsl hit largel of ihl)
nppression 18 their young daéghter Perola. YAllthough tLlhewr
poverty waa‘tradlttonal and =ittt fying, 11 was nol unigue.'" (TBE
34y, The oppresiiuon of The Breedlove family fn Lhe clasakgt,
tacisl sociely  1e» 211 the more poignanl as  even Lhe blacl
comauniity does nol care'ror Perols. The lragedy of young Prcola
18 grim. "MNo one could have aonvzncedithem Lhat they wsre nol
relentlessly and aygressively ugly' (TBE 34). Thus #s an  oulcoms
we' perceive Lhe byzanbine crusltby ng blacrts towards a Llacl
family and pavychologrcal oppression of Pauline and Pecola. Pecola
amiidsi tée quarrels of her parenls roncesle herself underancath

Lhe manlle of her ugliness. ... "velled, sclipszed - .. of her

' )
masl " (TBE 3%). fAs Grier nolest

When the {eeling of ugliness s
reinlforoed by thw'r919£t10n of {family Iand
sociely, bLhe growsnyg girl dJevelops & feeling-
nol  only of being undeﬂqlrab1; and  unwaunlan
bult  also of being mutilaled— of having besn
fashioned by Nature in an ill-favorsd manner
(5873 .
. .
‘Pauline 15 assaulled and oppressed by Lhe white and weslern
standards nf physical beauty. She in bturn disseminales Lhe seed,

af  self-halred in her own daughler. Thus. Lhe phyvsical and -

phychological oppression of blacl wowmen begins 21 the cradie  and



rontinues onwards. ﬁaullne‘thlnls of her newly boru daught@g
Pe;ola as "A cross belween o puppy énd a dylng man. Bul | nowed
she was ugly" (TBE 100). Thus, Fecola inherites a sense of lesser
being from h;r molher. This psychologrcoal Qnu physical oppreszsion
numbs her as: ) |

ee. Lhe Firsl measure of n child': worlh 18

mad e bykhwr mother, and 13 ... {Lhe} mothe:

Teels 1hal she herself 12 a crealure ot

1ittle worth, this daughter (Pecols) ...

represents her scorned self (Grier 40).

Pecoli 1= never grounded in FALLdg Lhe hard realily of blacl
rutstence. Pauline hardly  considerf ' FPecola worthy of any
affecliun as she considers Frsher grrl. Henee an Lime of disliese
recols ?{ien wishes, "Plesse. God, pleoase male me disappear." The
roal of her distress 13 Lhal ShE'lﬁ oppressed by Lhe idees of ther
wgliness. It haunts her .as she\enpernenzesxf;f a tolal negalion
by The blecl sonielty. ”goﬁq_hours she sat leobing in Lhe WIFEOr .
Leyving to discover Lhe secrol of Lhe uglinezs. Lhe ugliness: thatl

;

made her sonored or despised 8L school, by tearhers arnd

classmates alalte” (TBE 3%9). Thus, the Lrauma of Perula®s double

oppresslon benumbs  Lhe reader. Tecola’s appression al the
snoieltal az well a3 Lhe Temitly level proves the thesis thal
oppresszad  women  resori to God, or Lhe 31des of God, Church,

religion.  gn gnesane or gel_caomehilated emobionally and al Limes

physically. ) - Co

The oppression of blacl women 1s well poriraycd by Waller

as well as Morrizon. Lul in Morvreson®s narralbives 11 i3 wmoro



often psychic violence. The brulalstly. . enperienced by her female
characters 1s nol a single ach bul Lhe svstemalic dental ol  Lhe

mosl longed {for s2moilyon of love. Pauline Breedlove 13 oppressed
'

by all- and one 1ncluding her hsbend Cholly. Though she 13

o
\

addressed conlinuously as Mrs. E{eedlove. she dogs nol ewih@r
receive  from or exlend love Lo her children or huaband? Murh
Tite man of, The Third Life of Grange Copeland she 18  bealen by
har _hushand. Instend of expressing bherr vehemence on Lhose  who
perpelrale lherr oppression, blacl man use Their wives who will
allaw  them Lo venl oot ULheir anger oo Lhem and mal e Lﬂem\ foel
"ment. Thus. black women’s oppression Lales doubile odge 10 Lhe

-

novels of Wallser and Morris.on. - d

Pecola®s oppression abt The hands of her parenlts J1e& most
ironical  and  Lragic.  As \both her"palentﬁ are uppresssd by
racisi, sexlst\and ;}assiat norms. LThey fa1l 1o gurture Pecolsa.
Her oppression reaches sls ape  when Pauline, oul uf a "deep well-
of salf-halred snd phychic poin' Wade (77) glvés FFerola lhe
fiuliesl measure of her migeryn She boals her and  Leoaches  her
“fear of bsing clumsy, ?98; aof heing lites their falher, Jedr of
ol being loved by God, {fear of medness liule Chelly®s molher s
fear of growing up, fear of olher people. foar of 1a{e® ‘(TBE
102, Thus, Pecola 1s Uhe epilome ol Lhe oppressed heroines who

1 reduced from & person Lo an objeclt &l Lhe hands of 2 Temale,

het own moblthoeor. Lhoen anobher Tomale:; Msuroen Peal her glass~mﬁto

opnd  the sophisitircaled Geraldine. & o
Parola once Aagain 1s lmmiliabed,. oppressed by Cholly, hev
falher who loves her, bul rapes her. Morrison’s deplh of



‘

perception haunis us as Davis Lells “The drsplacemsnl  of wmale
humiliatinm on Lo the only person left Lhat & block man can "ouwn’
1; the bloct woman" (330). One would recsl]l Feauvoir's remarks
thel woman 1n 3 palriarchal sociely e "Lhe inessential who never

goes bact Lo beiny Lhe eszenitial. ... Lhe absolule other. wilhoutl

reviprociby.” (159}, The Llacl woman as Lhe | "olher® 18 Lhe

i

perfect scapegoal. In  the blect comnunilty of lorain, Ohio,
Pecola’s oppression becomes Lriad because nol only Lhe whibe anid
blscl, male. buil even Lhe blacl women of Lhe communily never

sympathize with Pecvola’s fale of fLragedy. when whe goes mad .

Alice Walletr s wecond noved, Meridian depiclte blacl women as

vicilms of racial as well as sexual oppresion. Mis. Hill,  Lhough

'

& privileged women  in her  Lraining. speecl. mannner. '  and

POSSBEET 0N af  *Lhings®  and leisure 15 oppressed by the

instiilulion of molherhood.

!

s Lhe novel unfolds. we discern Lhe fromale oppresszion of

wolan on the basis of her wein. The freal show of Lhe dead body of

Marilene 0°Shay sugyesis Lhe vichimiralion of femele even ofler

A\

her death. Marilene®s Ji1fleless Lndy 1¢ ”prenEféé n Life~talnr

Condition®. Il 1z carried around in a Lratler by her husbend and

rul on display for Lhe payving public. The abéurdlty and hypocrisy

of patriarcha] society 18 salirized os Lhe oppression of woman is

[

laid bare.

*

The epizodes of "The Wild Chxld." the legend of louvinis and
bhe story of maynuwlia tree named as Sojourner reveal {feminine

sensibility ol Lhe novelisl &3 she discerns 211 pervading Aemele
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gppression in soci1elv. Bysrman nolLesd “"In every rsze, Lhe {emals
chararter or 1mage 313 mubilaled and dostroyed for ecpressing - Lho
Lruth of ber own heing. Farlure Lo become €imply an obiecl leads

inevilahbly tu destiuchion” (143).

Meridisn’s mother sLperiences oppression 835 she lells 1hal
: r

motherbhood 15 lile "bheing buried olive, walled away From ong's

¢

own life, brict by bract” (M 41, Mrs. H111 had "no wniteregslt 1n
children” and as Gloria Wade observes, "haviag seen Lhe darlness

thel the halo of molherhood concexls®™ she has no desire Tor Lhe

s

culiural accolades the role generales (Ho6). Waller s.presses  1in

R,

In Search of Our Molhers® Gardens Lhial rounlless blar!l women wero

supprassed under the codes of raciszl and senisth OpRprestion.  bLven
' - I

Mie. Hi11l's oppreossiom 2waunts Lo a "Sproitual  Waszlepn', Hed

1.

Hg

crealtivily needs #n outlesl. bul tn & palviarchal, se
inslitutionalized onisitence, L re&a:nq "unused Tand  unwanlhed o',
Qhe iries to use her laleats by maling 7« paper {lowerc gﬂd
prayser  pLllows from L&ny srtrap of clolbh.s Simelanly lena  ralled
Hagdalane and First Corinlhizans 1in 8Bong of Solomon male wvelvel
rose  pelkals and Flowers. They rtemain in Lheit falher Macon I1°3
house, wunder palrisrchal yole and thewir sap dries complelely.

Lilewise under Lhe opprescive #valew of moarriage and motherhood

HMrs. Hlll‘simppresszan 1% rompleie.

Ever sinne her pregnancy Mis. Hill -, fe2els “an uncomforlable
prelude lo » Jife of sapliaess. U Thon onwards she enperiences
“her perconal  liTe"™ as  Tover ' (M 39). Het personaliily 13

completely 1n Jeapardy as the opprossion  under Lhe halu of

138



cmotherhood 13 hleal. She 15 nol allowed even 1o tezenl her
arxialence. Se her rage assume: unigque form, 1n materinal  chores.

1
Her oppression 1e so rarelied Lhal:

In Lhe sroning BF her crhigldrents ciothgs gl

oxpendsd  all Lhe esnergy she should have piat

i%tﬂ npenly loving Lhem. Her children wers

apaLlése wherever Lhey wenl. An Ltherr siidf.

almost inflexihle garminls, Lhey W

vnclosed 1n the starch of her anger, snd  had

Lo ep} Lhesr dishance to avord providang Lhe

%ogﬁg/ wrinl les of conlact 1hat would rause

distress (M 73).
Insread of &kbv;ng a full 1:fe (rs. Hl]{ 18 redurod 1o 2 world of
mal @ helieve. For Mrs. (lll. molherhood mearnl “hecoming

Jistraclked from herseld" (M 40:.

Mrs. Hl}] passes on Lo her daughler, Meridian a sense  of
gutll for having . "shattered her smorging ~a1F" (M 4170 Desat agd
Waller poriray Lhe psycholoyical oppression of  lherr heroinss.
Womer n Indian as well as bLlaclt American amc;etlesv are  valusd
only n  ralalbion to Lhe men in Lheir lives, Wilh Lhe birih ar
Lheir ;hlldren, thrir predicament becomes all Lhe more precarious
a3 thal slage demands a ygiving up of thetr personal Life, 3sbard
withoult their 1mdependence. In the Lgapter "The Happy Molher®
Waller déucrzbea young Meridian’s wxpe?t#n;e of mobherhood ax
"Hlavery'.

In palrisvchsl sociely which prefers male values, Meridian

'
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13 Yafrayd of men:"s Sex for her 18 “Ynol plaoasure, ut 2

v
\

sancluary” (M 55). She 15 so.ually euplotted since she was tQéLVy
by Daxter,n the "halt while" vwnsr of Lthe fTuneral home. She ;5
maltréahed\ and éppvessed by her youmy hushend Eddie 1n a  subtle
way. Eddie breals lheir marriage., supecting Meridisn 1o haul  ihe
burden of molherhood. Hts‘ccol mannaer arnd Lhe lacl of affection
Lowards hie son were caleulalive. This too reveal. The oppressive

nalure of patriacchal. senash sociely. Mersdian remains merely A

srapegoat for iLhe ‘burdens which men refuse Lo share wilh womuen.

Iqapwhe of "a sense of gutll™ Meridian govs he&ond the
Lraditsonal eccopp ol Lhe blarct molher and participatss 1n lhe

Civel Righls Movemsnl. Though thwarled 1n her quesl Ly her aown

mobther and consiriciang r1desal of molherhood she goes bevond 1Llhe

restrichive norms of motherhond, as a physical sbate.  Shoe
q ¢
s [t
{
broadens the meaning of molherhood “"Lo those who oreale, nuriure
and save life’ as Chrislian vemart sy in social and  psychological

v

as well as physical ferms' (2420,

In The Third Life also Waller lfocuses on molhers and revoal.
the oppression anflicied on  Lthem. HMargarel and Hem arg
annithilaled oulreygeousiy, as the blact and the while Socielies

oppress  theses women by ideology and 1mposilion of incredible

burden of motherhood.

Physical . serual and psycholugreal oppresszion of  women 1%
anes again Louched upon hy Waller in her class:c novel The Color
Purple. Colie, Lhe female protagyonislt 1z conslanlily reminded Lhal
she 13 shainny. hlact and vwgly. Thus. she 18 oppressed by lowering

5
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her sell worlh. She 13 considersd of no value excepl as 2
‘worblhorse' Lo clean her husband®s house, wnrl in his Fiolds  Aml
! ~
care for her stepchildren. Even her (Celie’s) own sleplfather
rapes her hefore Celie’s mﬂcrxaﬁp, The ?gth@r seleclks a2 huszhand
Por her so lhal he cen molesi her wvounger sizlsr. Netlie. Celie
succeeds 1n zaving ®her sislor  Crom mu]eqtahgon, Lhough - shn

herseld is wvictiimized repeanlediyv. She Ffails Lo avord her own

marriage Lo Adbert, who beals her conslanlliy.

Celie 13 demied any righl Lo cheoose and mawinlaon paslilvea
Fulfilling, and prudu:tl;e relationships. Peychologueerally, Colin
1s oppressed 1n Alberl’s houze, 1In spile of her good houssl eeping
and nurlburing of her step‘;hlldren, Ehe i3 den:ed\h@r right to
teep any rqléizunshié with her younger gagher NMellie. Ewven
Melttie's lellers addressed Lo Celie gel purloined by Albsri,
Celie passe:z her days in an emetloﬁal vacuum. ALl _1he while Celie

13 vppressed by hisct men.

Celis’s oppression cew' < he seon 1n 1ts  reversal. During

slavery slave mnlhers were forced Lo forsale thetr children by

<

while mastsrs. In Lhe conlent of Celie’s smoliuvnal oppression,

H

nsli1e has been foreed Lo abandon her children by her own
5tepFaLherl & blactk man. A3 PRarbara Chrislbian noles: "In all  of

Waller®s novels vileence is inflicled upon black mather s  and
LLOETEE

.

children precisely because Lhey are powerleszs in blact and while

socrely, have lillle conbiol over Lherr lives. and are clearly

AN
not valued (2440, Hence oppression of women at all levels, ar

disrussed esarlier, 13 2 major Lhews 1n Lhe wrilings of _: Blacl

women novelisis. Whalt emerges Trom Waller's narralives "1s Lhatl.

111 i



Voshe  ansists. Jile her rounterparis. Lhal women be valued for
i

R ~

themselves and nol reduced Lo 2 Funtiimn, a Lhing. The plea, an

we dizcerns in Lhce women novelisls, is Lhael TFreedom. 2 sense of

2

living with exhilaration cavmol exiel unless women, whalher girl-
7

or  women., moiherse, wives or daughlers. are free to pursue  This

freedom, wilbhoul being oppiessed physirally, psychlingrcally or

smolionally.

Feminine sonsrbilily of Lhe protagonmist Celiw Tales  tLhe

better of herself in The Color Purple. Though nul sppreciated by

hee  husband, Alboeri she Torms a love ra}atlansh1p wilh Shuyg

Aivery. Thus, Celie’s female bonding serves as a bulwarl  against

S e

her nulliple oppression 1n Albert”e hwouss. This relationship of
Celre enhances her positive ablilude Lowards hgrsel?ﬁ Onece  aysin

Tite Walter®s Lhesis of repressed crealivity of blaclh women which

i

needs an ouliel, Celie’s creabivily blossams when Shuyg helps  hee
'] P

to discover oand toncretizse her crealive polenlisl. Celie encels

in maling follsy pants wilh floral designs. which prove praclical

'

for men ard women. She designs Lhe pallern of  Lhe panls and

estbablishes her own hbusiness. Evenlually. Celis sgains  economic

independ@Rie, which helps her iremendously to overcoms her

1

psyehic oppression. Then nnwards, sven when her husband calls hei

dumb, her self-confidence doss nol shote. .

- v

Calin®s chereacler 15 mo-l oplimwistir and liberalbing  zmongg

the bizact heroines. She sachisves a senss of se0l{ sccomplishment
avid  oneness  wibth naluwre and universe. Thes melswmorphoses 9

atlained hy  her heurislic oullool and change of tonsciouvencess:
.Y

- AN

v 4R



-

wilbhian and wilhoul 1n regard to the meaning of fundamenial values

handed down Lo blacl woman.

in The Color Purple, (elie gwhilo Jonversing  wilh Shug ,
reasnessRs  her \rellgzaus,valuesu This ,reghaﬁlnat1nn revolves
around nolions o< God, men and Church. Celisr’s re-viowin]
reveals Thal her 1mage of "God as man' had limailed her pera;leon
of the connectedness of 211 reality. She woas 5o busy  Lhinl iny
aboutl God, she had never iruly notreed anythang God  haszs made.
“Nat a blade cof coent Chow 1L do that?) nol  The color éurplv
(where 11 come from?) Nol Lhe latt]é wildflowsrz ... (TCP 1792,
Even Celie’s earlict idea of God reflechs pali tarchal regulabion
snd perpeluation of mals wmylh and whi e %upremacyn Thus, in 1h§
sphere of personal belief and raithes Celig was oppressod by whilo
God who looled, "big and old and tall and graybearded and  white®
(TCP 17%)u To such an i1mags éhug responses véhemenLly Lhat 11~ 1.
created by white {olls. Thus, Celie repra&ents Lhe blacl woﬁen
whao iried Lo reswusess hhplrl religious belief. Celie 15
tlluminated by‘ Shug who a??zrm% thal "God 13" 1inside you and
inside everybody elze. You come inbp.the woild with God. Bul only
them 1hal search for 1% 1n53d; find 1%. And somelimes 311 3ust
manifest (lLsell ..." ATCP 177). Similevrly, Shug enlighlens Cnlin
Lhal God 1% nol confained within Lhé mann made gender  biss: she
proclaims thal “"fGod ain'l he or a she, bul o IL" (TCP (77). Shuy
remmstilutes Tairbth .and Firm heltirefl of Celie and liberates he
from raciesl white male God roncept. L 3185 an all porvading sense
af enhiltaration whirh lales her closer o God. It doe; nok  "lool

11l e nothing. ... Il @1in'l =omelhing vou can lool al apart {rom

%



anyLlhing . Evervihing thal 1 or evon was or ever will be. And
when  you can el Lhet, and he happy Lo Feel Thol, youtve found

i

TLe wne My'Tirst siep from Lhe old white wman was Lrees. Then air.

-

Then birdz. Then olhor perople’ (TCP 178)%.,

Thus, =piritual failh of bladk women 13 reinstiituled by Shug
in all-pervading reality. Men aszaull inner Lhoughls of wowen =mj
Timit their horizon. To counter this HBhuyg adviazes Colie 1o get

man ofF her esyeball.

With thiz peoulaiar sencrhrlstly Shug helps Celie Lo overrome
~oppression of while and block male domjnated‘aoaletyn Blach women
suffered unlold mrseries and\wmes #mrxcenturaeg. Wilh Lthe new
tnowledge Celie {feels liberalted. Even he: heliel of church
nndergoes a radicel transformstiion. With Shuyg she 13 convinced
thal church 15 nol a plsce to Finvl God. Rathoer, church 19 o place
where people coms Lo “=hore. God bv%dusez Ony God I (5hug) over

felt tn Chorch I broughl v wilh me ... Lhe olher folls did  Loo®

(TCP 17460,

-

Walter. 1n The Color Purple elevales har women tharacters Ld
the heighl of “coverwigniy’. Celio-1s mitially, oppressed. libo
Walter's olheér women prolagontazltz. Bul gradually che overcomes
her oppression by‘lm&e of =elf whirh invigorabes her Lo broal thae
vhains  of enslavemenl. The women i1n The Color Purplafaa Part ot —
S8mith moles “Ychanye Lheir own worlJdw, tiwms and blaclk men ...

a7y . : !

i

This change of consciousness 15 an amparltant  rvealily for

Celie as her new understanding of wen®s Tamibhalions Frees  her

144



N o Prom male opprassion, physteal as well 23 poychological. After

several years of suffering Hlbherl’s heatzngay"CEIJQ finally lalew

over her Iixfe and destiny. Her Jdeparture wilh Shug removes

forever hef husband’s power lo inmlerfere wilh her relalionships.

Although Haller e;p}nres fumale oppression sl Lhe thonds  of
whitte arvd blaclk mern zhe does nnl over lool 0ppregsion of waﬁen by
women. 1ln The Third Life of Grange Copeland HMargarsl and  Mem
Copaland suflfer 1muensely as Grandgs amd Browalield turn Lo Jusite.
Josie proves 1o he ithe one who oppresses Lhesz women. Even
Meridian does mnol gel any respile, as women including her malher

crafticise her for deseriing her son and allsnding Ssion rollege.

J

Aimornsy Morrison®s  herownes Peonla 1s oppressed by hoi I

mother Pauline, who dotes on Fisher gir), while she despises

Freols, reducimg her to an nbjecl %o vent oul her penl up  andger.

EY

The hidegous oconomic. Sbc10~p0]111aa]\pppresgaon of blacl women
ie reflecled Mnsh pol jgnanlbly tn Lhe treatment of Lhe daughler al
the hande of her own molher 1n The B{;est Eve, The scalhing irony
of  such oppression of bLlacl women 1s  seen when tnstead of
comfarting Pecols who gels {righlensd, embarrased and burﬁt,
Pauline comlforts while Fisher girl, 1tn  the presence of  hev
friends Frieda and Claudia. In Bula Nel Wrighl 38 oppreszsd Ly
Helene, her own nolher, nover allowing any Fwaedm& ol thoice 1Ta
her young dJaughisr. The wowen of the Botlowm communiiy crilicise
Sula’s advenlurous spiril snd constidet her disprcabls as a hilact

woman. Thus, we perceive Lhe distrusl. 1he subtle hoblred. The

ioatousy of blacl women which come alive itn Lhe novels of Halle:



'

and Morrison. These wrilers also 'depigt the mullaiple  pain
suffered by blocl  wowmen alt Lhe hande of Llactk men. [he most
readeeming  characleristic of feminine sensihilaly 1s femals
camaraderie or Fomale bDHdlﬂgn\iﬂ\ThE Colot Purple Zolia never
forssles her friend=hip wille Sofia, Héry Agnes and Nellis, sven
when  she develops o new and meaningful ra]atﬁonshlp wilh &Shug -
whe gives her, so Williams assert- “lhe Presdom Lo Jdiscover sl
nurture her ftalents" (&68). The women In the novel share each

obher *s S surrow, langhier, omwl dreams. Fhe applaud  each
f

olther’s achievemsnle and cowe Lo rach olher®s rescve. They are

s1sters v body as well as in spirad and Lhe spacet canuol  be
brolen.
For their reqgeneralion, blacl WOmE T fight Lhe HERRY

dimensions of Lheir oppresstion. They are  wnlormed by  women”
grperiences  of lranscendence. of fatth, of ritual oand of ' God.

Whon Celie®s hu

L

band euplovlpdd hes nuiluring copocilies and beals

her she assumes o defianl allitude Lhal 1nvolves Lranscendence.

Celie says, "1t all I can Jdo not Lo cry. I male myself wood . |

say 1o myseld, Celie. vou & Lvee. Thal's how come ] bnow tLrees
foar man' (TCP 3. To suslain hersell. Celid, 1ile Pilale of

Song of Solomon, pravs:, whllé the laler 315@5, Rezides Celoe

writes lolters to God, which reflecls 1tThe consiriclions and

pressures uhder  which she lives hot day-btu-day life. Shug and
Y

) )
Gelie 2lso0 share their undersianding of Lhoir experiesnces of God.

This shatiug  reflecls Lheir bonding. Feminine wensibilily,

!

1i1beprates Celiets kgt from ihe dominalion of fman—

' -

consciousness’ . She Jainsg o more profound underzltanding of  God” ..
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relalioh to her and Lo Lhe world. '

S

The survival and regeneralive slralenies uzed by heroines in
the novels of Waller and Morrison are 5upp9rt9&~ by women® s
religious praclices. These narralives reveal Lhel lhese religious
e: puressions  are not  ail Chrishbian. 5SLill thesze religious
praciices suszlain blsct women'®s effoils Lo oppose Lhe many facels

of oppression. The Color Purple rahances ouwr insighl  nls  Lhoe

nabure of klacl wowmen’s oppression. while 16 also suggesls means

.

of resltructuring wmoralily. spirrbuality. and  assthelics Ly

vwvercome their oppression. )

Female oppression 15 typically mesculine in Song of Solomon.

~

It s reflected in Macon®s btresatment of lLiis Famsly wembers as  ho

B

lepl each member of his Tamily swlward with  Tesr'™ (808 0.
Especially Ruth, Macon Dead IL's wife Locomes = Larget  of hel
fiushand®s  hatred and 1t “glittered and sparled in every word he

spolre Lo her” (808 10). Wherezae his halred z2ssumes difforend

madulation wiilh _his 1wo daughters 1n whom he {eels a sork  af

disappointment and 10 "s1Fled down on them lile ash.” The wmaloe

[

gppression  provesx calaclyswmic on Lena and Corinthians. Thear

e e e

bublery ‘tomplexions are dylled and Lhe Lalb of  thexr girlish
volrces 1¢ choled oul. . The azsaull on the self-asteem of Fenole

mewheres of Maron®s Family hy the head of family-Macoan Dead—13 so

'

N

acule Lhal he crushes lheir grace and wil complelelw,

Morrison®s movels deprcet comsisbently Lhal the mele has  Lhoo

power. socialstatus,economical securily and a male voire. So man

pionounces judgemenls on the female and perpeluates  female
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oppression. In Song of Solomon Ruth’s progress, exhilaralion. Joyv

a1d emotional life as well as self-woirlh are severely stuntsd.

In the hourgeois world of HMaoon D;aﬂ. Ruth 18 madeé Lo ‘fesl
5mal}“ b; Macon and 13 reduced Lo o ﬁaughxng stoch wn The Familyn
Peyehologicoally, Rulh 1s Up??&i%bd, s0 much =zo Lhal (she hardly
has  an apress Lo Joy. Macon always Iools for an mppanunlLy’ to

hludgen Ruth pevehologically whenover she lries Lo show any

individualily or initralive.

Futh's Oppression 1% bea], as she 13 nerlher respecled, nor
loved by Macon. Lens «and Corintheans.  She 1% nppressod
samoblionally sas well as psyghologlca3}y, In Na;an’a cold  world,
Rulh maturally turns to Lend ‘gold Fish®. ‘rhndodendron® and such
#phemeral lafe. The senisl male mores ros{&lfla her 1life and  zhe
158 not allowed any Freedom Lo live a Ffull 1Tife. Hence she see-=
MeEaning 15 deaihu’Herlattltﬁde re sitch Lhab she s “jeslous  of
death’. The psychic OppreAssSiom nqﬁqaq her "to  Lend dahlies,
geran:umé and 1mperial tul:ps.'bo;;::; Lhese "Jalile lives did
Jie"” (B0 &40 Duse Lo.guch sEVere oppresston. she s Livaing death
in life. Morrisedm touches Lhe despesl rore of female enasbence
and d1scer§5 the ranls of Temale oppression. Ac an  wsulcems of
’auth horrid oppressaon Rulh “wéa {1erce in Lhe prezencty ol dealh,
herolc even, as she was al no other Lime'" (808 443, PMaron has
taken Lo Lhe QesteQn notion of love, hencve hiz 1ife 1s  permeated
with Vpossession, distortion, snd corruplion.” Rulh 1€ not  only
oppressed bul elso sbifled i her own house. Here 13 25 Movrvrisgn

Lells Tate" » slaughler wilhoul Lhe blood" (1235,
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Another aspecl: of female oppression which emergeé in Song
of Seolomon 15 Lhe Jagldusy of Macon for Ruth’'s atfeclbion for hgr
{ather Dr., Fosler. Emotionally, 5 fu}{zl}lng marital ;e}atlonshlp
betwesen FRulbh and Macon Joes nob exist. Hence Ruih cherishes  her

i
father as he 3¢ Lhe fountain-head of emoliuvnal slreaglih and care

for Ruth. He 1s the only person 1n*Rubh®s dismal 117w who “fored®
whelher &nd ‘how® she livesz. Puih®s oppression al the hande of
her husband 18 double wQQMd_95 he suspecls Ruth of 1rvesluogus
. N
telation  wilh her falher and son. Hul his erxbramarilael relalions
are dempled fiom any wensorship whalsoever. Thus, 1The maln
dominated instituiion of Meal F1398 Oppresses women. Lile Ha];er,
Morvrison Laoo enp&ses Lhe hypoorisy of insbitanbLionalized sysbem.

of marriage and molherhood which abuse and exploil women by ’and

tardge. N

Serual oppression of blaclt women al Llhe bands of blagt men
15 overlly poriraysd in RButh®s terrible enrounbers wilth Macon.
‘tver since her gqusarre) wilh her husband, Rulh®s life i1¢ horribhbis
tonely amd colourless. The Lurlure nf sunh'g lilfe 13 50 acute
that she 1lhinkts she woﬁ]d die. Since the age of Twenily, PRulh
leads a life unitouched by a man. Mus, she 13 denied tﬁe Joy
sy perlenced by a woman 28 -he 15 relecled zenuvally by Macon. Rulh

N

1s opprevsed when Macon resorle Lo barbari. mz2ans Lo gel radd ol
her only “Lraiumph’ 1n Milbimen. Ruth¥s oppresszion s 2culs  and

inlensegs

s
i

e tbho baby begsme nausea caused by Lheg halfl
oinice of  vastior o1l Manon\maﬂo her drint,
thern @ hol poil recenlly emplied af scalding
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walker on which she s21. Lthen a scapy enema, 5
Initiing nasdle r=he 31nserled only Lhe hcp*
squatiing i; Lhexbathr;nm. LryIng. a?rﬂ¥d uf
the man who paced outsde Lhe doord, and
finally, when he punched her aléméch wwwyr 8he
ran  to Soulh wide locgling For Pirlate 508
131).

“

B 1 A
Thus, FRuth 15 one of Lhe most appro%gd wivaz and mobthers

amorg  The blac] fictional  heroines. The seilsl nature af
oppression mal ez Ruth fragile. small, She iz oppressed Lo such a
degree LThal lite "Lhe Trndisn. she ... resigned Lo her Jale and

N

holding fast %o ilinvy 1rielevant def;ﬁaﬁcaz“ (808  153). Her

.

enploilation malew her demuray.

The oulcome of Rulh's mullilayered oppreossion resulls in her
inability to molher her daughlters inlbo normal girls whoe will Lake
ma2le/femalrs relalbronship uin 1ls proper stride. The palhos seens
all the moure griﬂ as Pulh f31ls her daughlers as despondency
reigns her erasience b?taqaﬁ of malo gppression. He OpRress10n

v

resulls  1a an unfavoorable oculcome 1n The wanaginy of her hume.
Her caol 1ng ;s always lervible., hor Chrislmas Lreey areo ugly.
anti1festbive. Ahove 11, no one Feelb‘toannLed ol comTorted 1o
Lhe house. bﬁe 12 nuot the ﬁ}eSszng person or Lhe lively lady ain
Macon's howse,, and the humwan warmbth and 3oy Frepoe under Lhe
patriareh2]l vole of Mocon. Mesgdelene c2lled Lena and First
Corinthians feel ;mprlsnneﬂ: hor son Militman and  her hua?and

Macon Teel surrounded by slerslily. Thus. female oppression  has

fai reaching, destructive ronseguences in Song of Solomon.

'
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Laite her mother. First Cor:nth:anﬂi'appresslon +3 also due
Lo socvial, his?orlcél znd palbriarchal forces beyond her conlrul.
Shé leads an emply walslence Tur forlydwo veard 1n Macquéad‘s
howze. [L 13 only when she Obtﬁlﬂﬁla‘JDb of e maid Lhat she Tesly
telieved from the vrushing, Dppresg|;9 and sLifling world of male

-

dominabted household. AL thal Junciure, she Lreathes fFieely, 2.
zhe has a responsibilily which zhe never had al home before. Al
Lhe plafe of worl she beiomes 835 Harris nobes YTHE MAID nol

somebody™s mother or sislter or wife™ (12). ‘

Even Lhough Corinbhians has received & degree afler speuding
Lhree years at a8 rollege, 1 h;iﬂly opens 2ny new directinn for
her. Ehe 15 lalally un?x? for any uselul worl of Lhé~w0rld.xThu5,
even Lhe 50 w=2lled hioher educalion pablern  based on  Lhe
patriarchal value orienled world QDEu nol pave 3 new palh ol self

reliance or seld confidence for Lhe Llachk wowan, Corinthians.

’ v

Anuvlher aspect of Corinthians® oppression 15 revealed as She
Paves 1n & wobld whirh 18 regulated by men, "lhey wasonled wives
who  would secrilire Lhemselves and appreciale the hoard worl Are

zacrifice of theirr hushsnd' (S08 189}~ and Corynthians 1» a

Tiltle too elegant Lo fal) in Lhat coatogory. She 1w nppressed by
falze morals and {1l3al feelings Lo such a degres Lhat her very

personaliby 15 crushed.

It 13 Henry Porter who males her realize thal she 1s nul  a

3 4 .
YJrown-up  woman, even alb forly—-Tour, unalrayd of her daddy. Ho

wanls & grown—up woman, nol o “doll bebv'. Instanlansously’ she



Lhot he didn’i even have Lo carn or deserve,

kS

seemed Lo him natural (808 77).

Thais si1huvation highlights Lhe smolional oppression underwend
\by counbleoss women of Lhe world. As molhers, Lhey ara worshijped
Lul never allowed Lo feel or eyperisnce thlpan:on af love, 1n a
wiorld ridden with ifhe patrlar}ha! measurity  tod. Yel women’ -
weal est  ond 5Lrongé5f aspact 1s Lheir love for their chQ]dren.
"Wamen  #re r%‘onllsh“ as Pilale says, bul nf all "momas are  Lhe
mosl {owolish of all" (808 %4). Ezpscrally, when somcone “don’i
Tabe’ their chitdren. 1Lthey 21 ‘hurt and nervous®., FPirlale
transforme Ler world the way 1L wuibls her, wheress Rulh 1=
victimized 1n Lhe w9r1d'of Facon Dead, an inpregnzable palriarch.

Even Hagar enpresses o similar soenfiment LThal Pilale 1% an
4

e: replion olherwise., "Every Woman’s nol as sirong as she 23" (808

53 . ' -

Ruth 15 relieved of her supprasston by Milate’s arrival an
the town. Thus, Lp Lhe nppr-aséd vomAan, Purlale 18 The harbinger
uf hope for a belter life. Hhe not only gives a new Isazge of tife
Lo Rith bul alsa saves ihe Future)qP Lhe Deed family by saving

Millman.

Puth  does :cinaﬁwdgo Lthal she could nolt  have brawved the

trivis il for Pilele. "Bhe saved my life. fnd yours., Mecon she
#

saved yours Loo. She walihed vou lile youu wore her own.'" (B80S
123 It 1% & world where women ere mallreated ot Lhe hands of

husbands bul ggl new lesse of life and hope lThrough women. Thus,

women bonding 1s vilkal for Lhe female wsusTenance.

in
&



Circe is‘ anolher memorable & blacl  woman in SBong  of
Solomon.. She sesms primordial, werrd, bul above all1 prey tn
nppréss;mn in Lhe racist culiure. On the f3rst  encounler watlh
her. Milbman remembers his ohtldhniml dreawms ol wilches bu® wilh o
difference,. For her whole life. which seéms an  eolernity 15

Millman. she hes besn wotling Tor = while (amely. She 15 wasled
[ 4

'
7

away physically.

Her wasted awiy {rﬁme does heor Lhe slawmp of oppressive
nalure of her worl . The only redeeming Fealure 1% her "slrong.
mellifluent vﬁlée of & lwenly years old g1 from hor loolhlese
moubth (808 243s. 8he 1s Lhe one who survives in spile of  Lho

’ /
Piltling nalure of her worl. It 15 1ronical Lhat Miss Bubler. the
while misbress cannul  bi g Ferself to Lhinl Lhat Circe too 146
buman  being. Acltually Lhe woay Circe lived and worled was s
hateful teo her mzatress that she comwmitled & suicide Lo {eep QWA Y

from doing The worl. She had no help, no money, and zhe couldn’l

" Hat
tmagine life withoul all Lhat parapheraalis wilh whiioh A%PF& 54

g

Pu—-

ceustomed. They wallowed 1n weallh. Thégﬁere dipped 1n  Jurury.
Bul Lhe beauliful chandelier made 10 [faly for the Rulle:s augur,
Lheir downfall oend Jor Circe 1} proves a real nuisance. he
halbetul enorciss gvery Lwo moolh Lo ¢limb on a ladder Aand  clean

-

1t wilth whilte muslin proves Loo much Tor Circe.

The masters Joved 10, bul Crrce Finds i haleful. for 1l
Lhey *=ziole’. *lied’. and 1:13ed’. ALl the member ol the PBullesr
famuly dic, ounly Circe survives alongwith bLhe dogs 1n Lhe end. IL

15 & commuenl on the oppreszive nature of Lhe socielol zuvalem

s



which would go Lo sany enlent Lo salisf{y Lhe whime of Lhe weallhy

mazbers al the cosl of poni, innocent. bLlacdl WO But, 7l
neems. [here does erist the jeaw of rolrabulion in Lthe Morvrisonian

world of Song of Solomon.

’J‘
;

"
The oppression of blscl women secmz Lu be colasbrophic for
the senisk, rarasl socieby. fis Morrison peirceivest: Y There®s o

special bind of dowesiic perceplion Lhatl has 1l own wiolance 10

‘ .

wirrtings by blacl women  nol bloody viatanwe. i vielenos

nongatheless" (Tate 1231}, )

\
13

The plight, of ﬁlétman‘s géeai graﬁdmather Ryna 315 less
celebrated Then his greal grandfalther Solomon®s Flaghl %o his
nalive land, a&frica. Emlﬁmon flow off Teaving his wife Pwvna  witith
eighleen childreqn o Lhe originsl Mol lorie example of F]lgﬂL 25

& successful  survaval responge Lo oppression 1llustralez  lhe

psychologieal desbruchion of = wowzan who deeply loved s man.

2

In  Lhe wistas of Indian woman®s novels, Anila Desar  1s  an
Lhe forefront 10 depicbtiog the oppression of Indian  womene 1n
aomnt family. az revealed 10 lhe casse af Mo sha 1h
Voices in the Cily. Even 1f wWolen i her navals lywn
independenltly. thev underyn Lorturous sxupersences. The case in
points 1s Nanda Kaul in Fire on the Mountain. Desay probes 1nto

Lhe deplh of female conzcivusness and records Lhe emolional  as

B

wieell as Lhe psychologenal oppressyon suffered by counlbleoss ludian

‘women lile blach AmEr:can women.

The -powerlesziness of Mirallaszi: n Clear Light of Day



slonguwith her muliayfarivus oppression brings outl Lthe hidden

realirties of Female eaisionce 1 Lraditional Hindy  hownmes. This

)

pathos 15 ioo deep to be lamenled. Ee 11 Ula Das in Fire on the
Mountain or Mayo in Cry the Peacock, young or old, rich or hLand
Lo mouth. 211 Lthese {female tharscltors LThrob with l:fe. They a1l

tnbtensely wanl Lo live Lhest lives ac iThey perceive Lheir Tives

[y

as the most wonderful. ¥Yel Lheir only desire 1o live fully 16 nol

/
Fulfailled. They 211 smoulder under oppressinn of varying natures.

Desai1’s heroines e,.181. bul sre helpless., because of  s0  called

@

traditional, wmele 0rienhé3 et up 1n The soriely. fhey berom.
prexs  of politics par ercellence wilthin Lhesr nwn houselold. a1
Limes the cheast mals 18 siblher therr  own molhers-in-low, or
aislers—in—low. Recides, Lh; male chauvinislt 2itilude of Lhearr
husbeands does nol allow any consideration Lo Lhest wives.

A

The oppreszion of Monmisha has zevoral {acels. Une of them 1s
oppression by her fomale rolabiuns al her Jn-l;ws' house. Eho
leads. » servile eyistence wilhin Lhe 1a3d confaines of o

N
Traditional Hindu family which rvhobes her emotionally. The
assaull  on  her selfgslerm 15 fell palpably &5 1lhe women -2l
Monisha's sn-laws® house dﬁscuqa frer oryans and the reasons  why
she' rould nol have a chald. She has besn 50 brutally oppressed hy
Y
Thr bunch  ofF women al her 10 -laws® Lhal she does nol dare to
ulier 2 word of resiztance Lo such & callous discuszion ahoul her
peraonal  concerni. The shock comes Lo her 1115 Ya bursh of  wibid
Feathera. relessed  {Tull” (QITC 112) 1n her space. She f{eels
aghast al the mept:mn of her 1tnsuoiles: het oQarles, het tubes, all
her “recesses moisl with blood. washed in blood, lasd open. laid

bare to Lheir scrubiny' (VITC [13).



Montsha, & senzilive, aducaled. highly 1nlelligenl woman
feels suffocated as she 13 nolt permiiled Lo be herself. She 1.,
#llpwed no pravacy, away {from the sunts ond uncles. Lthe cousins

and nieces and nephews. As discuzsed wn Lhe Lhaird chpier an Lhes

I
\

Lhes1s. she does nol erperience & sense of spli-worth, recognsbian
ar freedom Tor 5elf—dete;msnat10n, Thits, ahella payvechoionieally
agppreszed,.  To lionisho’s  refined sensibility. the day-lo-dayv
wundane slsbenaonr  oppresses hel boyvond wardéu The bredflo
ﬁgxzvgiies of routine haidly enhances het Joy or Irving =&

‘

Ffrurtthful Tife. In such 2 Temily a3 Iibons, Monisha leslzta 1Tifw

f=

rannot  be lived-s Jli1fe dedicalsd Ln’nothxng < (VITC 122). The

humdrum  Tife lived by counltless Boogaltl womon 1@C8ives 3 S3eYerD

i

craticiem 1t Monisha's lhoughls. The meny {faceiled oppression of

these women comes alive as Monishe bronds over Lhes

~

i

generations  of Beugali women hidden behind '

Lhe harred windows of  half-dail rFonms
spending centurimre 1N wasthing tlothes,
Iveading  dough  and murma ong alood  ver.e .

from ‘the Bhegvad-Gilz2 and the - Ramavana., in

the dim light of sooly lomp- (VITC 120).
The oppression of Lheze women sends a cohill  bhrough  Lhe
spine as thesa women spenl their livesd
"1 Watbing Tor anhangq waitling on thon EEJT’
renlred and \3nd3f{er9nt and  hungry and
demanding and cribieal, wartlbing for deatl aml -

dying misundersiond. »lways beh}nd bat s, -

Lthose terrifying Llact har- Lhal shul us (women?

'



in the old houses. in Lhe old Cile? (VITC

1207 . : ‘
Thus, Lhé oppression of an@@ women 1n Lradibionxl., palviarchel
society as depicled in Voices in the City 15 all pervasive.

Monteha's diary records her Lh;ughl& as well as feelings ond

oppression. Worsl of all she hos boen accused of  Lhef?,  The
paychological oppression e perisnced b? Mangzha {Vndaywenh thus:

Thess puebllisst of peopls, Lhey regard we  as

meaner Lhan Thoy. They thint me & Lthielf. To - s

Lia regarded sou low Ly men and WOlnE N

Lhemselves s0 low. 1L 15 to be laid on a

level lownr Uhan Lhe common earﬁﬁ e (VITC

<

13461 . )
We Teesl the lorlure 2nd sssauwll on Monizsha’e self-esiteom, zhe 13
trapped 1n Lhe omnl {family where her voice 15 complelely

stifled. The molher-—-in-law has no compunclion and shoutls lFrom Lhe

aother end nf the balcony, iﬂdzrecLly tndicaling Lthst 11

-
v

Monisha who has stolen Jiban’s monsy. The elder woman, instsad of
showing compassion, accuses Monizha. Thuse, lMonizha’s -splf-esheem
18 continuously assaulisd ander one or the other prete: L. Her
brother and sister, Mirode znd Amnls ars never 31ven ony  peacsful

momenls wilh Monisha i1n the big house by her 1n-laws. She 1 al

the mercy of her in-laws 1n all matiers. Monishe®s in-laws allow

1

her Lo recerve a leller from her sisbler Amla wilh o condescending
altitude. [0 seems Lhe yvoung women are censnred al lheir in—laws®
where neither {reedom of relationships. nor some {rern  Lime {or
thetr own fulfilmenl 13 allowed. Thus. 11 Desal’s novels, ik

Lhose of Morrison end Walber one perceives oppression of women
Y

138



N

'

*owhich 1% not u:é%wnt~ nonetheless violales human senses.
Monisha s oppression  Lales, such 2 rueful Tturn when she
compares herself wilh her vounger sisler Amla:

’

I grow smaller everwvday. shrint amd loce morn

-snd more of my weirghl. my appuriensnies., Lhe

wymbols uf my =rislence that used Trs,
velablish me in Lhe eyee of Lhis world. 1 oamy

already too swmall To be regaided much by

anvone., J will be snvisible yel (VITC 1390,

t

Thiz stalemenl of Monisha reveals her 1njured zelf-"sateem. The

A
tragedy esems loo grim 25 she noltes Lhat, ")} do noil 'lile a womsn

who bkeeps a diary” (VITC 1405, Thiw «alsd provides: an mnlling into

hher overl as well as coverl oppression which culminates 1n  her
syrcade, And in Indie due Lo welbilayered oppression. countiess

women  commil  suicide. In-spiie of Lhe apparenl progress  and

comparalively mnre {reedom given Lo wowen. Monisha tsaveclkem of
ihe opprevsive sy:lem #5 well a3 ol Lhe inlerperzonal Tevel witlh

obher women lilte hHer movher-in~-law and steler—in—-law. Hors 15 o

Tonely eraslence, tul off Trom-Llhe Tamiliar slhos. doeinleresied

.

lwsband  amd  dented of any oullet for her lilerary pureurlbs “or
i

crealiviiy.

S

Mands Keul®s characler in Fire on the Mountain once again

A\
reveals fewmals . appression #l more Yhan one levels. The  ha-,
undergone psvchological oppression as her 1nfadel husband carraed

un  an  alfaur witlh Miss Devid, Lhe mathemalics Legacher. Tho

patriearchal  sooielal sel up does nolt consider any lapses on Lhe



part of men serious enough Lo be reprimsnded. Manda Kaul calered
T the needs of guests, Friends. childron and husband religiously
Lhroughoult her li:fe. Ghe haz been ballered by Lthe lradstional”
syatem where Lha wils 13 ovéxburdenod by mulitifarious dubies o and
obligslions. Mands Naul hed no respite {from ber long life of duily '

and  sacrifice. Zhe longs: Poi some peace of mind, baul zhe nevel
gels 1% 1n "that busy houze where doors were never shui. zrnd fesl

Flew, or bramped, wielbhoulb weasing” (FOTM 23).

fis a wife of Lhe Yice—Chancollor she had to, enlerlain
teachers - and  Thewr Families. She had no freedowm To  chooso
ielatlnnshjpe, In Lhe husy and crowded world of her fanoly  sho

was sbifled. Litewise she wos oppiresesd wn Lhe small world of her

k1

+
A

houshold »3 Lhe "many rooms of Lhe house had alwavs beosn full....

Lhera was 2 shortage of privacy Lhel versd her™ (EOTM 29).  She

D

has suffered aculely "from  the nimiety, thoe Jisorder, Lhe o
{luctuating and unprediclsble erces:z" (FOTM 30, HManda {au}‘
Frghts Gthe battle of life single handed. Fgr frer Lhe  carc of
others was o habil. She 3s oppressed Lo the ullimale l1imal. When
she realices  thal., such a habul does pivnch her. she finds 1l
fale. "IL hod been 3 vocalion Lhat one Jday w%nt dull snd dreughl--
stiucl as Lhauqh ths life~opring had dried up (FOTM  20).  Thes
accurately gives us an sdea of sublle opprésslgn of )nd:an WOmE
tn  Lheir own houseohold. She has uﬁdargone Lrauma of rearing a
huge Ffamrly of meny sons and Jdavgbieors. Due Lo such a past. she
wighez for none of Lhe <hildren Lo come or slay al Caorignano.
Pea;e 15 her  only pursuitl Lhere.'So, "  Lhe thounhit  of  bLhem

s1clened 9s 3 bor of sweels mightl gschern! (FOTHM 21).



Hipart  from psychologinoal

Female beilwoe

“

Mize Devid. The womsn has

hipmitiation as

A
will

one levels. She nerlher roceilve

hwsband nor 195 lauded {or

perfo

k]

mother and a houscl eepper, al

her husband. Her hurband haed

bept  her Iile a yuesn.” e do

1z he indulges 1n enirs marital
insists on her being always cla

replace  the salizfaciidn of a

companionship.,  full of affesls

& Nauda

gecape from frusltration,

Lhal she can sligen. Those Jies

profagonisi.

Justezpozing HMands Haul"s

daughler Tara’s, one distierns

precise detarls we read o Ind

childbhood” 2lomig wibth  her

exrelence.

Someawhere

wWas hgr Falher, home

and  crashing Through

hise moulh opening

roLblen sbkench. hpatl

=

hammers snd Fisls

abuse that made R

hohlhaind them.

nppression.  PMands Kaul suffers

of her husband®s li1{e long alffair

to fight oppression al more than

uslenance from -uch o

i

s smolional
rming her variod duliez a3 3 wife.

1 1n‘une.:8he 12 nol respecled by

nol "loved and cherizghed her and

1

23 only enough Lo bPeep hry guiel

relationshipe. Though her  husband

d 10 w1lls Aand Jgewels, 1L cAannol

Jife-worlh lived wilh hormony and

on. It was 211 fale, In order to

Haul creates Tanlasies for Rals so

wore Lianguilirer . pills {for ° Lhio,

3

oppression  alongwilh  her grand

the malatse of mele payche. In

az Desar portravs Rala’s *Lorbured

mokher’s  palhelic  and batilered

behind all.

From = party, stumblinyg

the turiains of ni1ght,

o 1el out 3 ?indd ol

ing al her molher with-
]

ol  abuse—harsh, Tiltihy

~

ab'a cowor under her



bedciolhes and wet the malliiress 1n fright,
faeling the slream, of urine warm afiel
waal ening betweeﬂ:her Tege l3le mx sirsam  of
blood, and het mulhet lay dewn on Lhe Fflood
ond shut her eyes sng wepl. Under her {eet.
in the darl, Rala ﬁelt Lhal flal, wel golly
of hatr mélher’a heing squelching aund
gquivering, so Lthal she Jdidn’fL Inow where Lu
pul her fget and wepl &% she Lried Lo gel
fFree of 1L. Ahead of her, no longer on  Lhe
ground  bul al some distance now, her molher

was ©rying (FOTM 71-72).

The oppression of women 1n 11s trai) boings children wulilated an

spirit and mind lile Rala and Pecols.

~

Armong  all lhe oppressed women The mosl lragic and Touching
1e ri}a Das. Her predicemend suggesté Lhe helplessnoss of a pool
and altégether powerless woman. She 1s Lhe “"ihird, side  of  the
high=slrung Lriangle” of three cracy women. as  Fnown by' AT
people., who encounter them 1n Lthal romols mounizin wvalley. Her
ludriecrous ph?%laqnamy and 3i1lbery voico beromes Lhe Larget of
high 2i1nlts of school bovs ax she prad? alony @he road Lo meel her

1
Friend HMNada Kaeul. Wietlh humane sympathy Deszzz Lo created o
3

lively characler of & small, brittlle 1la Das who 1¢,used to the

Jeering wmob  &ll her 1i1{e, a3 che hae underygone the Launls and

derieron from one and 211,

S



Tle Das’s oppreszicon gels under way wiih Lhe dealh of  her
;

falher. The Lhree bLrolthers of Llé Pes were as dissolule sons -~ a.
in e iigigu They squanderod a1l lher1r {father's wEgJth‘ The 1lwo
viever, tLThrifly and hard-worling stefers Rima ond  Jla ‘do nol
receive o penhy  of 1t. These iwo devnie? daughisrs  Lale  Lhe
responsibilety of Lheir old wolher, vrolting ln bed wilh a Lbrolen
hip tLhatl wo@ld nol moend. The oppression aof the lwo sisiers  and
thesrr mobher was so severe Lhal lhe sovs unt  only  ruined Lbe
family bul slaso "pesiercd tkelr mother and fwo gi1slere ... d{or
the laslk  of Lne Jeweliery“x(FOTM 124y, Thus, Lhe women of Das
fFamily are lefl withoul their own roo{ over tLheir heads. The

bie=slness of the situatron al=o  throwe light on the grim

nppression of lhe female in Hindu society.

112 Das's dismissal Trom her Jlecluret s gob also shows  Lhe

' -
viclimizcation of Temale 1n palriarchals corrupt  sociely. fhe
crrcumslanres Lrap 1k Dos co vitimly thal aven &b Lhe relirement

age she has Lo go {from parllesr fo posel. Lo earn the bare minitmum

N

Lo teep hor bud?;and Hoi Logetﬁfﬁlﬂer shiugifle for survival
. - »
M )
conlinues snd she vriumphs &z she rompletes: 2 course 1n "social
service. Wilh Tthe rubbei-slamped slocument Lla Das  becomes -
qualeified rocial  worter wilhh bright  prospecls  of pension,
provident tund  and medicsd atd which oppears  lite  “pieces of
gold® 1o half starved and [oially shaliercd Jla Das. &nite Desas
chas crested Lhe character of Ila Das wilh all the sublle layers
of opreszton which crush  Lhe helpless woman, 1n spile of  her
good intenstons  and hardesl of forle Lo survive 1n o nsst ek

ocriety. The mnovelist ssbirizes the ways of Lhe soriely and

N

1§
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cocial justice meled oul 1o 311ls helpless. oppressed women.

.

-~

In her caerr 5% 3 wellarc officer Al Lhe fool of  bLhe
MHimalayan village, 1la Dos Eﬂtuuﬁt&rs several horvible cases of
tynorance o Lhe  parlt of women and ribaldsry on Lhe parl ol
selfish men. She also reslizes Lhal 1n The name 0% 0 callod
raligron, 4L o1s Lhe wen a0 Lhe suciely who perpeluale Laboos | ‘and
oppress womon wilh age old cusloms samd phony practyces. o rueal
Imndia women desire Lo change, bol their moo Lhwarlh Lhis awal ening
“uf female consciousness. Ila Das 15 Finally raped becsuze she
Lries 1o stop a child mer}Jaqe ER (I v:]}%q&, T11l Lhe end ~ [la
Das  slruyggles La' survive wilh self-reepoct, dloating  wilh
"absutrd  pride n bei%g hey Falher's daughler, ... she ﬂad nol
asked (for anybody™s Tavour whétsoaverﬁ‘hgd nel begoged ..." (FOTH
141y, Allhough the zest amnl warmih for 1l has disd oul ol her
Jong ago, her self-esleew 3¢ 55 oflen asssulied. When JTla Das
realises how her b(raining, oducaliun. sinceriby  amd  upbeinging
mate  her handicap and eppress ) her anoa world where 1o Lo a

precviical person 135 more Lmporbani.,

v
'

Thua; lite Dblact American novelists Waller and Moriison.
Desar and Sahgal‘tmu have pnrtraynd:oppretsjnn of women 1n lheir
fiction.  Though 1l e 16 2 Jafferent culture and  setling.  the
tmrror of female oppression ite =5 bleat n India as  in the

Lloct Amerivan el up.

H

Though net & protanoonist. Aunt Mira®s charzolter 1n Clear

¢

‘Light of Day .13 one of Dgsat’s mosi memorable, palhsty,

porlreyslse of woman caughlt in Lhe comples web of Indian szociolwv.

1464



Ity and large. woman 1n Hindd socioly 15 perceived 1o telsalion Lo
a male. Aunt Mira is & deoslilule as she 13 & widow. Moy gram

t

[

41

ality of & widow's dismel 1i1fe 318 reflecled 1n Aunt Mira’s
t

routing lile alb her 1n-laws® house. She 13 Jdented any self-avlaen

whalspever ., as che s ronsidersad Lhe ceause nf her husband’s eoarly
dealh when he wsz 1n Onglamd For studies. Her tn—laws praoclaimed,
11 was her unforiunate horoscope Lhal had  brounghl 31 about®

(CLOD 123, " Frum Lhe Liae she become a widow., 2t  the age of

Taifilmen, she was virgain amt has lived wilh her huzband®s  fomily

#as & ‘maid of all wnil . Uesair reveals Lhe oppression of womnn af
. ] R

the hand:e of women in palriarchal sel up tn Hindu cocisly.  The

Blind belicf in horozcope leads Lo uller hatrasment of Aunl Mira

as her despicable in-Taws mal e her pay for her gurli. "Guillbily,
shwe scrubbked and washed and cooled Tor  them. AL a1ghl  she
messaged her molher—in-law®: legs and nursed wal eful babiss  and

stitrhed trousseasux fPor her zisbers—in—law." (CLOD 108).

i

rd
Though she was youndger Lo Bim®s mobher bulyin heor  sorvile
e - kN//

wrislence a1 her n—laws she aged young. Bhe grew "shabhist  and
sl inmnier and sesdier wilh Lhe gears'" (CLOD (04). There wag no
e T *

suslenance  or relationship which wonld suchainm Aunl Mira 1n hevr

.
most  helpless silualroen. Hor very eotslence becomes a burden  Low

her. Those whom she served ond suslaimed, were glad when she  was

'

o longer of eny use Lo them. They were Loo happy when she wes

- i

cinviled by Bim"s molher Lo live wilh her femilv. Loy sven saird
¥ ¥ b

¢

Lhal 1l was "good riddance’ whan Aunt Mirs was summoned Ly Mrs.

Das Lo luol afler Rela, Lhe reltarded son.

:

%

Al every Lurn and s3i1le, Aunl Mairs 15 o prey Lo oppression

s
'
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in her large family. The danger of her sedual OppressIon was  in

Lhae  offing  but for her aging. while hair aad bald head. Thal

saved her From “heing used by hor brolbhers-ain-law who would . have

put  the wzdow,tu a different usze had she besn wire appeiising”

3

, ; N .
(CLOD  108). This ohviously revesls Lhe vulnegbilily of women 1n
mele dominaled soniely. ﬁuni Mira wos nol allowed any vreedom Lo
rebain  any personal relalbivoship wibth her relalives on Lhe =ide

of her parenis. On L1he conlrary. her splf{-eovlesm was azsoulled sl

V‘ -~ £
gvery Jjunclure. Her bawdy brobhers-—-in—law made louad jobes,. snough
Fmrj her Lo overheor. "There wasz lnughter. 1311 'they grew bored.
Ghe stayed wiebh them so loung Lhal she became boring.” Neitlher Any

outliel Ffor hér ctevativaty., nor any mmieresling vorcaltion lo mat e
her  worth wisible was songhl for  Owuni Haran- Thrn unboarablae
hoeusehold. .. "suspecled her of bsing = parasiten»it was Lime che
was lburned oul. She wae Lurnad oulb. fmother housshold could il
sowe use {for her: rreaqled pol, lorn rag, piobed hone'™ (CLOD 108%.
Hence we can definilely say thal a widow 1o Homdu Sociely 15 | Lho

mosl neglecbed. oppressed and erplorted creature, al Lhe hands of

men, women, children and probably =ven servanbks.

Such  an Dpp}esaéd aunl fainds refuge an 'The Das  houszhold.
She cares, sushains and nurlurcs Nuom, Hajﬂ’ Faraland Baba. Her
vneness  with Lhe growing children males her feel happy for a
whtle, she seams Lo be lils & Liee. Shé 1% nol Uga?t or  stenierd
or  sensual, bui 1z like "an anciendt ires tn which they (Lhe 'Das
childrendy adhered" (CLOD 111y, MiraMaste becomes Lhe cenblre of Lhno

world for Lhe 9grovwing chaldren. “ehoe fed 1hem wiih her own

nut: tenbse, she reared Lhem in het own shade, she w2s lhe supporl

i

the



-

on which Lhey leaned o3 lhey arew."” Here 15 Lhe redeooming Pealure
"of motherhnod. The*archetypﬂ{ imadge af bLthe mother = revpled. 11,
ts3  Eim who relsins The iraxia of MaraMas: and 1n lurn  suslains
the old, derelici %untu Sha sees Lhe pathos, oppression and

hielplessness ol MiraMasza. ;

. Tt 13 Bim whe s 95'1nte111gen1, reponsible womsn wes:
beyoand 1Lhe presenl worries and prnblems. She dors nol allow
e1Ther Lhe ossified sori1a) stiiclure or the paliriarchal measuring
rad Lo compel her nlo ac;eptlng ar ccweY;ng Lo Lhe sel role for
A woman 23  sltudied 1n Lhe previnus chopler. She defiss Lhe
oppurezston of A wowman, be 5he£@1?e wi @ mother, rich ar puor. She
ol only succesds in shouldering the responsibility of Balbe  and
fAunlt  Mira, bul her very 1ile acwquires @ herotc Jdimension 1n het

v

£
svmbolire molherhond. Her economace’ independence, her will Lo

remain  cingle. 1n arders™ Lo live her own 11fe as  she choos

fra]

e

~

reflect The regensrslive spirat ane Bim. She pursues a careser. Her

N

refusal Lo play the ronventional role of wer—ubjech and of .

sybmissive wile projects her az a truly liberated woman. Allhough
~ T et et e P

:

Eim too passes Lhvough vartousz phases bul she depends  upon  he

e 2

own resources. Her rescolve Lo overcoms ‘several i1mpedimenls bostiow

:

strength To Bim's character. &On uprighl, self-righierous  Bim  1a

ane of  The most posilave portrayels of modern Indiean  woman  1n

Des«as's Clear Light of Day, who surceszfully defiss  LThe Ffemalo

1
7

ORPEesS L0 .

The i1oner drames of {fewmals protagonisis 1im Desal®s novels

[

ARezumes a4 slightly diffFerent sfgnt in Nayantara Sahgnl®s ‘novels.

167



.

The political consciousness ond sublle oppression al bursavciatic

s

level 1n Lhe cap1L51 of Lhe wvounliy 35 lai1d bore willhh heighlene)

‘

wens1tivity., We oflen see Lhal women, vhough qualified, 2Pficient
and sincere do nol gel bthe heitghesl poslts o1 power in the covrupl
rolitical set up. Rich Laike Us depivis Sonalis oppression on Lhe

"basis  of gender. Highly znbtelligenlt. law 2biding 148% officer.

¢

Sonalt Ranade 15 viclimicesd under Lhe emergency regime. During
Lhe period. corrupbion beromes Lhe rule and’¥a}]0w1ng i1he rules
and reqgulalions du‘ngs rem=i11n Lhe norm. Her demolion and lronzfer
comez 1o her as @ shocl. the 15 chalten and feels 98 1f she s
physicelly eossaunlled. Her oppression Ls of a dAuflerent nalure.
She 18 magnanimous Lo rezign and refuses Lo be hum;];ﬁied bé

accepling & gunior posh. Her siclbor Kiran, 1oo has no sympabhy ol

v t
pride for Senzaly who 13 s1c¢b wailbh hepatitis, symulianeously wilh

hirr  dewolion. She Lhinls Sonal: can beqg for favours. 1F she Lo

nn hkigh  renbing oitfice, Firan hard Y cares  {or  her sisber’s
g ¥

.

brutsed self- gsbeem. Vhis reveals Lhal women willh ideels am!
8 . :

~

privciples are  buifeled 1n Lhe decadenl zociely  where moral

values are al stale. . . .

In such » helpless condition. Sonali’s chain  of thoughls

Y

reverbks tu countlerss number of womsn, ovppressed due 1o in-laws”
greed or hunger of phony male owners and managere of bricl | lTaine.
The 11l1lerale women €lruyggle Lo wiv Lhe bhread for Lhe tamily,
cool  snd {eed ilhe {f2mily and nlzo hocome Lhe larget of male and
female opprsssion tie & zocinly where vruelby Lo the \chﬁf" F

more of & rule Lhen »n e.ismplinn.

. ]

:’ ‘
J

‘

Sahgsl hos  enlwingd ihe myths of Lhe {lahablisaral  and  Lhe



\

‘

amayvana and the manileslalions of women i1u Lhe patriarchal  sol
up which 1sale a3 Loll of women wmore often thaen nol. 90nél1°5
viclimizatlion, Juslapozed wilh countless, wvulner hle WOINEN «
reveals ithe change 1n Lhe mode of female oppresst1on al  differont
levels 1n The society snd Jndicateu‘ﬁaw i modevy Limew Ffewaloe
“pppression lates new Lurns and Torms.

{

Rosa, Lhough an Engluish womiiﬁ 15 porbrayed  wibh  deep
undersianding. She 13 an Inézan n sprral. bubbling with Lthe mill
nf humanity for thno ponr. helpleszsz, oppreaﬁeﬁ massrs. She  ash .
seyeral uncomforitabile quesiions Lo her step son Dev. Good fTor
nolhing son qf Mona and Ram rises suddenly n faveovr with Lhoe

administration since  Lhe fﬁ%ﬁ}almatzonfnf' rmergency. Koz 13
X, v .
. ‘\_‘M/_'" e
almost reduced Lo = helpless creslure. nerlbther 2 widow nor, a2 witu
afler Ram's slrole. Bhe 15 oppressed because of her helplessiness.
As Tar 235 her monelary needs are concerntdyshe 15 ol Lhe mercy of
i
Dev., He Forges Rzm’s signature and draw: money [rom Hose  angd’

Ram's banl actcounb. The hncus—pocus of Dev Lanltolieoms  svan  Lho

H N 7

normal lawvers and editors of nowspapere. The responzible manager
of  Lhe bant fimls himself unable to lala ény acbion against  Lhoe
forgery desaynsd by Dex. 35 he was given a preferéﬁtval irﬁaLmenL
by Lthe coriupl admlnthratinn, Ruse 315 50 nappreszsod  Thal  sheoe
zoels Sonali®s help Lo consult & lawver io solve the riddle. The
s1tuabron esches  1bs rlimas as Rose inslrad of ngeliliag  hei
law{ul aﬁare of The money 315 nmurdered by Dev’s hired hands. Her
belisf OF\PIUPhGL?, that only The [pour aﬁd vulnerah]e‘ woinen ol

Lhe lower silrate hecome esasy victlime of male oppression  proves

defuncl. Rose’s coonl Blooded wurder uwuntavels mon facelbed
R v

-

14%



vicLhimizzlion of whmen 1n & counbry gJoneg awry.

1

Mona and Fose. Lwo wives of Ram, al ditferont Limes 1n their

Lives become an easy prey Lo male oppessian. Ramwm seleclis Roso as,

is
hi1s wife, Llhough hehmarrJed‘wJLh flona, & Hindu wife. &s »  resnultl
Mona feels wronded. Lilewiss once mole, when Ram Teols enticed by

Marcella, Roze enperiencesy anguish and vage lite HMona. The

Marcells affairv of Ram lasted For fowr wonbhs. Duraing Lhal poerood

Rose undergogg such lurmoil and appresslavy,éhal "she mas,mlﬁfzzis

‘

grperienced  1n suffering' (RLE 105%), and Mona’s Leasrs freene 1n

In 1the bacldrop of LThe Guil Indsn movemesnd amd Lhe ghastly

practice  of Salt Mayanblale Hahgal bLbrings spveral sbrands of

female oppression 10 LThe {abric of Rich Laike Us. Il culmaivales an
» WM
the assenll on Roze's self-ssleem wheo she hirars Dev, 2 Jdunce,

who has bscl ed awa%fram her, ... Lurns and runz in his  childhonod

and  533av6, «.. 3he was wmy Falhe! '- teep, w0 why shouldn®i )

Sy

conlrol  her accounl?' or “azhe nearly Palled my molbheet® or  *3she

lorded 16 over the house, bossed 1he show when 1t wa, my wmolhor? .,

howse'  (RLS 243). Thus, fem=le oppression has myriad Jorms  and

colours. Gradua}3§;ﬁa$9 feel:z lonely inm her batile-of life. Ewvan

Sonali [Iroel:z lunely and sorvy for Ruse on whom She has Ffaslenss!

.

her fai1th a3 she seems Lo her “yvoung snd gquesting” snd lesps “Lhe
7

courage of dlaughter ™ (RLS 233 . - .

We reelise Lhe power, sireaglh snd Lhe =1 of women

govelistes of two differenl culbures and the Lewth of  theid

heurislic i1deas which bridge the apparenl differences an Lhe Llwo

178
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there

different lypes of soccislal 'sel up. We can podil 11 thal Adbe
ceveral  seminal  lhemes 1elaled Lo women and  lhei ]3Fé Long
v, periences which can  bring Lhem closer, 11 an aFF:gxty of
sysberhood. Porbably Lhe patrisechal systom operated 1n such o
fashion Lhal the Ti1ctional heroines of The novelislts studied 1n

the Lhesis {find themselves on Lhe Pringes of The male  and  Lhe

i} Ly

{12

female world. Thisz resullz in Lheir alienalion. TL ¢

rerounted 53 & uaniversal malatsn  in urban, andusiriali.ed.

fraciured world torn asunder bLetwoen zeyual po?:ﬁic; and power

v

hungry palbriarch.

s
~d
ey



Worls Cited

/
Beauwvoir. de Siwmonz. The Second Sex. Tians. -~ H.M.Paivhley.

B

Harmondsworlhs: Penguin. 772

Byermzn. Keibll K. Fingerlng’the Jagged Grain: Tradition and
Form in Recent Blact Ficltion. Alhenst U of Georgia P.

1785,

Y

-

Christian, Barhaia. Black Feminist Criticiam: Perspectives on

Black Women Wrilters. New Yorl f Pergamon, 1785.

Davis. Cynlhia A Y Self, Yocisly, and HMylh in Tont HMorrison's
Faclion' Conltemporary Literature XAI1I, 3 (1%8zZ)r 323-42.

s

Degn1. Anils. WVoices - in the City. 1965, Mow Delhi: DOrient

Paperbarcl s, 1973, - '
e e Fire on the Mountain. 977, Harmoadsworiht Penguain. 1932.

= == -=-_ Clear Light of Day. New Delhi: Allisd. D80,

-

Grier. MWilliam H. ond Prire M. Cohbs. Eds. Blacl Rage. Mew VYorl :

Basiv. 1968,

flarras, -Trudier. "Un Maads?: " Hislorical Badtground el General
CCharseterislics.” Domestics 1n Blaclk American Literature.

Mhaitadelpliia: Temple UP. T 1988. 3--4%.

Hender=on, Stephen. [nbroducition. Black Woman Writers 1950-1980:
A Critical Evalualion: Bv Henderson. Ed. Mar: Evanc. bBow

York: OGnehor Doulileday., 19834, s 1pi-d.v141.

172



f

Harnton., Calvin €, "Who': Afraad »f Alr1ce Waller™", The Bexual
Mountain and Blacl Women Wrilers: Advantures. in sei,
Literature and Real Lafe. Hew-Yorl: é&nchor Douvbioday,

1937, 1-36.

3

Horrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye 1970. New Yorl s Poclel, 1974

n

e e Sy la 1973, Mew Yorb?® Mew fmericonclibrary. 194

I
-

- = == ==, Song of Solomon. New Yorlilow American Librhry, 1977.

Marter-Smilh, Beilye J. "Alice Ha]PEf"E!NQMan In Search of Yome
Poace of Mind.'" Blacl. Women Writers. 1950-1980: A Critical
Evaluation. Ed. Hori Evans. New Yoil? Anclior Doubleday.

1284, 478173,

Sahgol. Hoyanlara. Rich Lilke Us. 1983, Sevenoats, Kenl?: Srepire,

1987,

Gharma-. R.S. Anita Desai. hMew Delbir: FHeinemann, 1951

“

Tale, Cleudia. Ed. Black Women Writers at Worlk. New Yorl

\

ETY

Conbinuum, 1984,

Wslker, Alice. The Third Life oflGrange Copeland. " RNew Yorl:
Mercourt., 1970,
wwem e - Meriaianu Mew Yorlt: Poclel. 1274,

= e == The Color Purple. New Yoels Poctel, 19382,

Washinglon, HMery Helon., "leaching Rlact Eved Susans® An  Approsach

Lo Lhe ctudy of Flact Women Weilers.' But Some of Us are

173



Frave. Edz. Gloria T. Hull, 21 2)l. New Yorbif emintsl,

1982. 2045~17.

<

billrams. Dedores S, "Women’s Oppression and liafeloine Politics 1n

i

Blarl Women’s Religinus Natiralived® Journal of Femlnisi

Studies in Religion 1-2(Fall 1983):1 40-71.



