
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I owe a special debt of gratitude to Dr. R. V. Nene, Reader, 
Department of Zoology, who has not only been my teacher and 
Research Guide but also a friend, providing me with constant 
guidance, unceasing encouragement and tremendous help during the 
course of the present investigation.
I express my sincere appreciation to Prof. Bonny Pilo, Head, 
Department of Zoology, M. S. University of Baroda, for helpful 
suggestions and encouragement, and also for providing the 
necessary laboratory facilities during the tenure of work.
I would take this opportunity to thank all the teaching as well 
as the non-teaching staff, Department of Zoology,’ for their warm 
encouragement.
I am grateful to Prof. A. K. Susheela, A. I. 1. M. S, New Delhi, 
for training me in electron microscopy.
Another word of special thanks must go to Dr. V. Sundararaman, 
I.T.R.C., Lucknow, without whom the work on electron microscope 
would not have been possible.
I would also like to acknowledge Dr. Mammen Daniel, Reader, 
Botany Department, M. S. University of Baroda, for his 
inspiration and valuable suggestions.
A special note of gratitude is extended to all my friends, 
Avnesh, Harsha, Isha, Rajesh and Suresh for their constant help 
and cooperation during the tenure of my work.
1 am indebted to CSIR, New Delhi for providing me financial 
assistance in the form of JRF-SRF research fellowships.
I offer my thanks to my parents, brothers and sisters-in-law, for 
their love and unfailing source of inspiration and emotional 
support.
My overriding debt is to my husband, Joseph Mathew, who provided 
me with the time, support and inspiration needed for the 
completion of my work.


