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Appendix A: Coding Manual for the Ethics of Autonomy, Community, and Divinity 
Lene Arnett Jensen 

Clark University, MA, USA 
ljensen@clarku.edu 

Index of Categories within each Ethic  
ETHIC OF AUTONOMY  
1. Punishment Avoidance (to self)  
2. Reward Seeking (to self)  
3. Self's Physical Well-Being  
4. Self's Psychological Well-Being  
5. Self's Interest  
6. Other Individual's Physical Well-being  
7. Other Individual's Psychological Well-being  
8. Other Individual's Interest  
9. Fairness and Reciprocity  
10. Conscience (guilt)  
11. Virtues (autonomy-oriented)  
12. Responsibility (for self)  
13. Means-Ends Consideration: Ends of an Individual  
14. Rights  
15. Other Autonomy  
 
ETHIC OF COMMUNITY  
1. Punishment Avoidance: Social Sanctions  
2. Reward Seeking: Social Benefits  

-Being  
-Being  

 
6. Important Socially-Defined Person's Authority  
7. Customary or Traditional Authority  
8. Legal Authority (of social institution)  
9. Virtues (community-oriented)  
10. Duty (to others)  
11. Means-Ends Considerations: Ends of Social Group  
12. Social Order or Harmony Goals  
13. Other Community  
 
ETHIC OF DIVINITY  
1. Punishment Avoidance (from God(s))  
2. Reward Seeking (from God(s))  
3. Self's Physical Well-  

 
-  

6. Interest of Other's Soul  
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7. Important Spiritually-Defined Person's Authority  
8. Customary or Traditional Authority (of spiritual/religious nature)  
9. Legal Authority (of religious institution)  
10. Authority of Natural Law  
11. Scriptural Authority  

 
13. Conscience (when God-given)  
14. Virtues (divinity-oriented)  
15. Duty (as spiritual/religious being)  
16. Other Divinity  
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CODING GUIDELINES 
1) A justification is defined as a statement that can be coded within the manual as a subcode.  
 
2) Code every justification that participant (P) provides to explain his/her moral evaluation. Do 
not code justifications that P may mention but which support another (e.g., an opposing) moral 
evaluation not endorsed by participant.  
 
3) Code parsimoniously. Give only one code if a P elaborates on a justification by giving 
multiple example or mentions different but related aspect of an argument. (Though see also 4).  
 
4) The same subcode may be assigned more than once to P's justifications of his/her moral 
evaluation. This should only be done when the P clearly is describing different justifications; for 
example, that divorce is wrong because it often leaves children to be raised under poor financial 
conditions (Community-Other's Interest), and that divorce is wrong because it is bad for society 
(Community-Other's Interest).  
 
5) A justification should be assigned only one subcode. Do not assign multiple codes to one 
justification, but choose the one code that is most applicable.  
 
6) Do not assign a final code to justifications that are insufficiently described. For example, a  
justification may be an example of one subcode which could be classified within two or more 
ethics (e.g., Divorce is wrong because it shows a lack of respect. This is a case of a Virtues 
subcode, but without knowing in regards to whom or what divorce shows a lack of respect, a 
final Ethics code cannot be assigned. For example, a lack of respect for God would be classified 
within the Ethic of Divinity whereas a lac
the Ethic of Community).  
 
7) Ethic of Community subcodes may be further differentiated. Specifically, a differentiation 
between family, peers, and society may be useful for the subcodes. For example, one may 

ciety at large.  
 
8) New subcodes (e.g., characteristic of a culture or of theoretical importance) may be added by 
researchers.  
 

RELIABILITY CODING 
Provide the transcribed interview to a second rater with the coded justifications underlined or 
otherwise marked. The second rater assigns a code (Ethic and subcode) to each of the underlined 

may also be assessed for subcodes).  
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ETHIC OF AUTONOMY: Moral discourse within the ethic of autonomy defines the person as 
an autonomous individual who is free to make choices, with few limits. Justifications within this 
ethic center on an individual's rights, needs, feelings, and well-being. What restricts a person's 
behavior is mainly a prohibition on inflicting harm to oneself and others, and encroaching upon 
the rights of other people. The ethic also includes a concern with equality.  
 

SUBCODES, DEFINITIONS, AND EXAMPLES 
 
Punishment Avoidance (to self)  
Definition: Avoidance of adverse consequences where focus is on harm or cost to self rather than 
on the social context of sanctions experienced by self.  

 
 
Reward Seeking (to self)  
Definition: Action is done so that actor can receive immediate benefits. The focus is on the 
benefits to the self rather than on who provides the benefits or the relationship within which the 
action-benefit exchange takes place.  

 
 
Self's Physical Well-Being  
Definition: Hurting the body, causing or failing to relieve hunger or thirst, injury, discomfort, 
pain, etc. of the self. This category includes references to the absence of physical harm and to the 
promotion of physical well-being. (It does not address when the body is described as belonging 
to God, or as a temple of God. See Ethic of Divinity).  

heir 

 
 
Self's Psychological Well-Being  
Definition: Causing o
as sadness, frustration, fear, and anger. The category includes references to the absence of 
psychological harm and to the promotion of psychological well-being.  

ac  
 
Self's Interest  
Definition: Advancing or protecting (or failing to do so) interests, goals, wants, or the general 
welfare of the self.  

 
 
Other Individual's Physical Well-Being  
Definition: Hurting the body, causing or failing to relieve hunger or thirst, injury, discomfort, 
pain, etc. to individuals other than oneself. This category includes references to the absence of 
physical harm and to the promotion of physical well-being. The Ethic of Autonomy is used when 
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the harm is caused to an individual that the actor has immediate interaction with regarding the 
-being).  

Exampl
 

 
Other Individual's Psychological Well-Being  
Definition: Causing or failing to alleviate unpleasant emotional states to individuals other than 
the self, such as sadness, frustration, fear, and anger. The category includes references to the 
absence of psychological harm and to the promotion of psychological well-being. The Ethic of 
Autonomy is used when the harm is caused to an individual that the actor has immediate 
interaction with regarding the issue at hand. (See also Ethic of Community for cases of third 

-being).  

vorce my wife was right because it was 
 

 
 

Advancing or protecting (or failing to do so) interests, goals, wants, or the general welfare of 
individuals other than the self. The Ethic of Autonomy is used when the interests pertain to 
liberties and a person's freedom to make choices. (See also Ethics of Community and Divinity).  

ac  
 
Fairness, Reciprocity, Golden Rule  
Definition: Treating like cases alike and different cases differently; proper ratio or 
proportionality of give and take in an exchange; doing to others what you would have them do to 
you.  

without justification and was given no 
 

 
Conscience (guilt)  
Definition: Your conscience will feel bad because you know you have done wrong or will not 
feel bad because you do not believe you have done wrong or think you have done right. Use 
Ethic of Autonomy when the conscience is seen as a psychological part of the person. When 
conscience is described as a psychological feeling of guilt. (See also Ethic of Divinity).  

tell her the truth, it would bother me 

 
 
Virtues (autonomy-oriented)  
Definition: Attitude or trait which, if manifested in the situation would make behavior right, if 
not manifested would make behavior wrong. If informant talks about vice, then manifestation of 
attitude or trait would make the behavior wrong, and absence of trait or attitude would make it 
right. Also habitual manner of action. Virtues include gratitude, respect, devotion, loyalty, 
sympathy, love, etc. Use Ethic of Autonomy when the virtues pertain to individuality and 
freedom, such as respecting another's choice. When the virtues are not related to a person's 
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dignity or social role. Virtues related to handling of individual property. (See also Ethics of 
Community and Divinity).  

not to reference the source in my essay because I was creative and came up with things of my 

to fac  
 
Responsibility (for self)  
Definition: Taking responsibility for one's own actions (or failing to do so). The code does not 
include taking responsibility for others. (See Ethic of Community).  

pregnant, then they should take responsibility for their ac  
 
Means-Ends Considerations: Ends of an Individual  
Definition: When means serve ends that are beneficial or pertain to an individual.  

ach a child right from wrong. It helps them 
learn about life and gain self-  
 
Rights  
Definition: Entitlement to be treated or not treated in a certain way, or to act or abstain from 
acting in a certain way. The category includes references to a person's right not to be forced to 
engage in an activity, and the absence of voluntary consent.  

 
 
Other Autonomy  
Any other justifications centered on the self or other individuals.  
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ETHIC OF COMMUNITY: Moral discourse within the ethic of community describes the 
person in terms of her membership in groups, such as the family, the community, or the nation. 
Persons are described as acting in terms of their social roles, such as mother, scout leader, or 
American. The view is that our roles bind us together in intricate relations of differing 
obligations. The ethic also includes a concern with promoting the welfare, goals, needs, and 
interests of social groups.  
 

SUBCODES, DEFINITIONS, AND EXAMPLES 
 
Punishment Avoidance: Social Sanctions  
Definition: Avoiding adverse reactions from other people in one's social group; includes gossip, 
rumors, fines, beatings, prison, loss of job, salary cut, etc.  

 
 
Reward Seeking: Social Benefits  
Definition: Action is done so that actor can receive social benefits.  

 
 

-Being.  
Definition: When physical harm is caused to a collective entity. This category includes 
references to the absence of physical harm and to the promotion of physical well-being. When 
physical harm is caused to persons, third parties, who are not directly involved in the decision 
making pertaining to the moral issue.  

 
 

-Being.  
Definition: When psychological harm is caused to a collective entity. This category includes 
references to the absence of psychological harm and to the promotion of psychological well-
being. The category also applies to a case where a person is not directly involved in the issue at 
hand but will be affected due to her relationship with an actor who is directly involved in the 

right because the situati  
 

 
Definition: When the focus is on the interests of society or some other form of collective entity. 
When the focus is on someone who is not directly involved in the issue at hand but who will be 
affected due to her relationship with an agent who is directly involved in the issue. Examples: 

mitigated by the fact that it would not affect the wife 
because it does a lot of harm to society. You miss a key element if you're a single family and this 

 
 
Important Socially-Defined Person's Authority  
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Definition: Important person's, such as parents or social leaders, have taught or exemplified that 

 
 
Customary or Traditional Authority  
Definition: Our practices or traditions or customs go against it and indicate it is wrong, or 
encourage it and indicate it is right. It is what we do, or what we do not do. When focus is on 
custom or tradition as socially derived, as opposed to instituted by a transcendental authority. 
(See also Ethic of Divin
remarry because society does not ac  
 
Legal Authority (of social institutions)  
Definition: When one must obey the law because it is of social origin.  

 
 
Virtues (community-oriented)  
Definition: Attitude or trait which, if manifested in the situation would make behavior right, if 
not manifested would make behavior wrong. If informant talks about vice, then manifestation of 
attitude or trait would make the behavior wrong, and absence of trait or attitude would make it 
right. Also habitual manner of action. Virtues include gratitude, respect, devotion, loyalty, 
sympathy, love, etc. (Use Ethic of Community when the virtues pertain to familial and 
communal relationships, such as familial loyalty. (See also Ethics of Autonomy and Divinity.) 

to love eac ac

 
 
Duty  
Definition: An obligation of station to behave in certain ways in certain circumstances due to 
one's status or position (e.g, father, son, etc.). The category includes absolution from duty. Use 
Ethic of Community when the duty in question derives from a familial, social, or communal role, 
not when duties transcend society and culture, or pertain to a person's duties to a divine or higher 
order. (See also Ethic of Divinity.)  

 
 
Means-Ends Considerations: Ends of Social Groups  
Definition: When means serve familial, social, or communal ends.  

realize that their conceptions of Jews 
 

 
Social Order or Harmony Goals  
Definition: Avoiding chaos or disorder. May imply the extremity, if not the violence, of the war 
of all against all. Promoting to perpetuation of order within any social group.  
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actical, if everyone just killed themselves when others weren't 

united and bringing a house together. You can't stand there divided because you'd create 
 

 
Other Community  
Definition: Any other justification centered on social groups or the ways that actions has 
ramifications beyond those immediately involved.  
 
ETHIC OF DIVINITY: Moral discourse within the ethic of divinity envisions the person as a 
spiritual entity. A person's behaviors are to be in accordance with the guidelines rendered by a 
given spiritual or natural order. Thus the person avoids degradation and comes closer to moral 
purity.  
 

SUBCODES, DEFINITIONS, AND EXAMPLES 
 
Punishment Avoidance (from God(s))  
Definition: Avoiding punishment from God(s) or unmentioned Higher Order(s). Includes 
avoiding consequences such as a decline in one's relationship with God.  

to do what's wrong 
choice, and therefore if you're not going to live God's first choice, you can't expect God's first 

 
 
Reward Seeking (from God(s))  
Definition: Action is or should be done so that actor can receive benefits from God(s).  

good ac  
 
Self's Physical Well- le)  

Autonomy.)  

 
 

 
Definition: W
status, or soul. (See also Ethics of Autonomy and Community.)  

 
 

-  
Definition: 
also Ethic of Autonomy.)  

 



152

 
 

Definition: 
interests, status, or soul. (See also Ethics of Autonomy and Community.)  

children. T
wrong. The wife should remain alive and finish the work her husband has not completed. In this 
way, his soul will find peac  
 
Important Spiritually- s Authority  
Definition: Important persons have taught or exemplified that it is wrong or right. Use Ethic of 
Divinity when the person is seen as a representative of God or the divine. (See also Ethic of 

According to the Pope, aborti  
 
Customary or Traditional Authority (of spiritual/religious nature)  
Definition: Practices or traditions or customs go against it and indicate it is wrong, or encourage 
it and indicate it is right. It is what we do, or what we do not do. Use Ethic of Divinity when the 
tradition or custom is religious, when a tradition or custom is seen as having a divine origin or 
being divinely sanctioned. (See also Ethic of Community.)  

s chose our occupation 
ac  
 
Legal Authority (of religious institution)  
Definition: When the law is regarded as instituted or sanctioned by divine authority. (See also 
Ethic of Community.)  

e certain guidelines regarding food preparation and 
 

 
Authority of Natural Law  
Definition: It is wrong because it is unnatural, or right because it adheres to natural law.  

 the way it was supposed to 
 

 
Scriptural Authority  
Definition: The scriptures have stated in the form of injunction or as revealed truth that it is 
wrong or right.  

 
 
God's Authority  
Definition: God has indicated or exemplified by action or otherwise that it is wrong or right. 
Doing what is pleasing or not pleasing to God. This category includes references to violating the 
sacred, committing sacrilege.  

is wrong because the two people coming together is a picture of Christ and his bride. That's 
supposed to be a sac  is wrong because God gives life and it's a God given 
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Conscience (when God-given)  
Definition: Your conscience will feel bad because you know you have done wrong or will not 
feel bad because you do not believe you have done wrong or think you have done right. Use 
Ethic of Divinity when the conscience is the soul, or a part of the self through which a higher 
authority is experienced. (See also Ethic of Autonomy.)  

-given conscience tells us that it is wrong  
 
Virtues (divinity-oriented)  
Attitude or trait which, if manifested in the situation would make behavior right, if not 
manifested would make behavior wrong. If informant talks about vice, then manifestation of 
attitude or trait would make the behavior wrong, and absence of trait or attitude would make it 
right. Also habitual manner of action. Virtues include gratitude, respect, devotion, loyalty, 
sympathy, love, etc. Use Ethic of Divinity when the virtues pertain to a person's status as a 
transcendental being, or when the virtues pertain to traditions that have a divine basis. (See also 
Ethics of Autonomy and Ethic of Community.)  

ac
holy as 

 
 
Duty (as spiritual/religious being)  
Definition: An obligation of station to behave in certain ways in certain circumstances due to 
one's status or position (e.g, Muslim, Brahmin, etc.). The category includes absolution from duty. 
Use Ethic of Divinity when the duties obtain due to a person's status as a human being, or as a 
faithful person, or result from being sworn to uphold a divine order. (See also Ethic of 
Community.)  

 
 
Other Divinity  
Definition: Any other justification centering on God(s), divine being, spirituality, religion, the 
soul, sin, sanctity, purity, pollution, etc.  
 

OTHER CODES 
 
Justifications that cannot be coded as Ethics of Autonomy, Community, or Divinity:  
 
Involuntarism  
Definition: The actor is judged not to be a moral agent because of age, acting under duress or 
compulsion, infirmity, incapacity, etc. If the actor is simply judged not to be a moral agent and 
no reference is made to who might step in the actor's place, the justification cannot be coded as 
an ethic of autonomy, community, or divinity.  
 
Categorically Right or Wrong  
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Definition: When the participant only states that an action is right or wrong and that no reason is 
necessary or can be given. 
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Appendix B: Demographic Information Questionnaires  

Child/Adolescent Questionnaire 

Age: ________________________________ 

Grade: (a) 3 (b) 6 (c) 8 (d) 11 

Sex:     a) Female b) Male 

Type of school you attend: (Please circle one) 

a) Public      
b) Private  
c) Religious 
d) Homeschool     
e) Other___________________ 

Household members (Please circle all options that apply) 

a) Mother 
b) Father 
c) Siblings 
d) Maternal Grand Mother 
e) Maternal Grand Father 
f) Paternal Grand Mother 
g) Paternal Grand Father 
h) Other members (Please specify): 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Number of siblings:  

a) 1  b) 2          c) 3            d) 4         e) 5 or more 
 
 

 
Age: ________________________________ 

Highest level of education achieved: (Please circle one) 

a) No formal education 
b) Primary (Grades 1-5)  
c) Secondary  (Grades 6-10) 
d) Higher Secondary (Grades 11-12) 
e) University: Bac  
f)  
g) University- Doctoral Degree (Ph.D., D.M. etc.) 
h) Other: (Please Specify) ______________________________  

Current work status: (Please circle one) 

a) Full time    b) Part time    c) Unemployed 
d) Self Employed   e) Full time home maker     

f) Other: ___________________  
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Current occupation: (Please circle one) 

a) Unskilled worker (physical labor that does not require special skill) 
b) Service (cook, barber, gardener, delivery, cosmetologist, cashier, etc.) 
c) Skilled worker (Construction, electronic assembly, auto mechanic, etc.) 
d) Clerical, Sales (office work, sales representative, word processor, real estate, etc.) 
e) Owner or Manager of business (head of company, head of division of large company, 

senior vice-president, entrepreneur, etc.) 
f) Professional and Technical (doctor, teacher, engineer, nurse, computer scientist, etc.) 
g) Not employed 
h) Other: __________________________ 

 
Age: _________________________ 
 

Highest level of education achieved: (Please circle one) 

a) No formal education 
b) Primary (Grades 1-5)  
c) Secondary  (Grades 6-10) 
d) Higher Secondary (Grades 11-12) 
e) University: Bac  
f)  
g) University- Doctoral Degree (Ph.D., D.M. etc.) 
h) Other: (Please Specify) ______________________________  

Current work status: (Please circle one) 

a) Full time    b) Part time    c) Unemployed 
d) Self Employed   e) Full time home maker     

f) Other: ___________________  

 

a) Unskilled worker (physical labor that does not require special skill) 
b) Service (cook, barber, gardener, delivery, cosmetologist, cashier, etc.) 
c) Skilled worker (Construction, electronic assembly, auto mechanic, etc.) 
d) Clerical, Sales (office work, sales representative, word processor, real estate, etc.) 
e) Owner or Manager of business (head of company, head of division of large company, 

senior vice-president, entrepreneur, etc.) 
f) Professional and Technical (doctor, teacher, engineer, nurse, computer scientist, etc.) 
g) Not employed 
h) Other: __________________________ 

 

Monthly family income of your household (i.e. aggregate of monthly incomes of all earning 
members): __Rs._____________________ 

Current religious affiliation: (Please circle one) 

a) Hindu   b)Muslim  c) Christian 



157

d) Sikh   e) Buddhist  f) Jain 
g) Parsi   h) Agnostic/Atheist  
h) Other: ________________________ 

 

Adult Questionnaire 

Age: ________________________________ 

Sex:     a) Female b) Male 

Household members (Please circle all options that apply) 

i) Mother 
j) Father 
k) Children 
l) Mother 
m) Father 
n) Mother-in-law 
o) Father-in-law 
p) Other members (Please specify): 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Number of children: 

a) 1  b) 2          c) 3            d) 4         e) 5 or more 
Highest level of education achieved: (Please circle one) 

i) No formal education 
j) Primary (Grades 1-5)  
k) Secondary  (Grades 6-10) 
l) Higher Secondary (Grades 11-12) 
m) University: Bac  
n) University:  
o) University- Doctoral Degree (Ph.D., D.M. etc.) 
p) Other: (Please Specify) ______________________________  

Current work status: (Please circle one) 

b) Full time    b) Part time    c) Unemployed 
d) Self Employed   e) Full time home maker     

f) Other: ___________________  

Current occupation: (Please circle one) 

a) Unskilled worker (physical labor that does not require special skill) 
b) Service (cook, barber, gardener, delivery, cosmetologist, cashier, etc.) 
c) Skilled worker (Construction, electronic assembly, auto mechanic, etc.) 
d) Clerical, Sales (office work, sales representative, word processor, real estate, etc.) 
e) Owner or Manager of business (head of company, head of division of large company, 

senior vice-president, entrepreneur, etc.) 
f) Professional and Technical (doctor, teacher, engineer, nurse, computer scientist, etc.) 
g) Not employed 
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h) Other: __________________________ 
 

 
Highest level of education achieved by spouse: (Please circle one) 

a) No formal education 
b) Primary (Grades 1-5)  
c) Secondary  (Grades 6-10) 
d) Higher Secondary (Grades 11-12) 
e) University: Bac  
f) etc.) 
g) University- Doctoral Degree (Ph.D., D.M. etc.) 
h) Other: (Please Specify) ______________________________  

Current work status: (Please circle one) 

b) Full time    b) Part time    c) Unemployed 
d) Self Employed   e) Full time home maker     

f) Other: ___________________  

 

a) Unskilled worker (physical labor that does not require special skill) 
b) Service (cook, barber, gardener, delivery, cosmetologist, cashier, etc.) 
c) Skilled worker (Construction, electronic assembly, auto mechanic, etc.) 
d) Clerical, Sales (office work, sales representative, word processor, real estate, etc.) 
e) Owner or Manager of business (head of company, head of division of large company, 

senior vice-president, entrepreneur, etc.) 
f) Professional and Technical (doctor, teacher, engineer, nurse, computer scientist, etc.) 
g) Not employed 
h) Other: __________________________ 

 

Monthly family income of your household (i.e. aggregate of monthly incomes of all earning 
members): __Rs._____________________ 

Current religious affiliation: (Please circle one) 

a) Hindu   b)Muslim  c) Christian 
e) Sikh   e) Buddhist  f) Jain 
i) Parsi   h) Agnostic/Atheist  
j) Other: ________________________ 
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Appendix C: Hypothetical Scenarios 

Scenario 1 
-school match 

coming up and Rahul is looking forward to playing the match for his school. On the day of the 
match, everyone gets ready and leaves for the football ground. On the way, Rahul hears a strange 
sound coming from a nearby bush. He gets down from his cycle and goes towards the bush. He 
finds a little kitten whose leg is trapped in the fence adjoining the bush. Rahul feels sorry for the 
kitten and wants to help. But at the same time he realizes that he is getting late for the match. He 

ach the football ground on time, someone else will take his place in the 
team. But he does not want to leave the kitten unattended.   
 
Probe Questions: 
What should Rahul do help the kitten or proceed for the match? 
Follow-up (Help the kitten): 

 Why should Rahul help the kitten?  
 ace? Why? 
 What if you decide not to help the kitten and decide to go for the match instead? 
 Would it be morally right or morally wrong to help the kitten? Why? 

Follow-up (Go for the match): 

 Why should Rahul go for the match?  
 ace? Why? 
 What if you decide not to go for your match and decide to help the kitten?  
 Would it be morally right or morally wrong to proceed for the match? Why? 

 
Scenario 2 

them. Preeti goes to the shop on her cycle and buys the sweets. While returning home, she sees her 
friends in a nearby park, playing with a new toy. Preeti is curious and decides to go inside the park. 
She parks her cycle and forgets to take the bag of sweets with her. After some time when Preeti 
comes back to her cycle, she is surprised to find that her bag of sweets has disappeared. While she 
is thinking of what to do, she notices a wallet full of money which someone has left on a nearby 
cycle. Preeti is wondering if she should take the money from the wallet to buy a new packet of 
sweets.  
 
Probe Questions: 
What should Preeti do take the money or not? 
Follow-up (Take the money) 

 Why should Preeti take the money?  
 ace? Why? 
  
 Would it be morally right or morally wrong to take the money? Why? 

Follow-up (Not take the money) 

 Why should Preeti not take the money? 
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 ace? Why? 
 What if you take the money? 
 Would it be morally right or wrong to not take the money? Why? 

 
Scenario 3 
A group of children is playing football in their society garden. The festival of Ganeshchaturthi is 
being celebrated and an idol of Lord Ganesha has been installed near the garden. While playing, 
one of the children Nikhil-- kicks the ball hard and it accidently hits the idol. As a result, the idol 
breaks and soon residents of the society come to know about it. They wonder who is responsible 
for this. None of the children speak up. Nikhil has to decide whether to tell everyone that he broke 
the idol by mistake or to stay quiet.  
 
Probe Questions: 
What should Nikhil do tell everyone the truth or stay quiet?  
Follow-up (Say the truth) 

 Why should Nikhil say the truth to everyone? 
 ace? Why? 
  
 Would it be morally right or morally wrong to say the truth? Why? 

Follow-up (Stay quiet) 

 Why should Nikhil stay quiet? 
 ace? Why? 
 iet but say the truth to everyone? 
 Would it be morally right or wrong to stay quiet? Why? 

 
Scenario 4 
Prachi studies in class IV. She and Seema are good friends. One day, the art teacher gives 
homework to the class which has to be done in the Diwali break and has to be submitted the day 
the school reopens. The teacher has asked everyone to make similar oil paintings. Prac
cannot afford to buy paints for her and so, she is unable to do the home work. When the school 
reopens and it is time to submit the homework, the teac

achi. She wonders whether she should help her by 
giving her own homework to Prachi.  
 
Probe Questions: 
What should Prachi do give her own homework to Prachi or not? 
 
Follow-up (Give homework) 

 Why should Seema give her homework to Prachi?  
 ace and had a friend like Prachi? Why? 
  
 Would it be morally right or morally wrong to help your friend in this way? Why? 

Follow-up (Not give homework) 
 Why should Seema not give her homework to Prachi?  
 ace and had a friend like Prachi?  
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 What if you gave your homework to your friend?  
 Would it be morally right or morally wrong to not help your friend in this way? Why? 

 
Scenario 5 

organized a pooja at home. She makes sheer  (sweet) as (offering) to 
be offered to God and puts it on the table. Neha comes home after playing outside and sees the 

on the table. She feels very tempted to taste the sheer . She looks around to ensure that 
no one sees her and eats a little bit of the At that point, her mother comes into the room 
and takes the to offer it to God. 
 
Probe Questions: 
What should Neha do should he tell his mother that she tasted the  not? 
Follow-up (tell the mother) 

 Why should Neha tell her mother? 
 ace? Why? 
 What if you did not tell your mother that you had ate some of the  
 Would it be morally right or morally wrong to tell your mother? Why? 

Follow-up (not tell mother) 
 Why should Neha not tell her mother? 
  ace? Why? 
 What if you tell your mother that you ate the  
 Would it be morally right or morally wrong to stay quiet? Why?  
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Appendix D: Worldviews Interview Schedule 
A. Human beings 
1) Good vs. bad:  
a) Do you think that humans by nature are mostly good or mostly bad? 
b) In what ways are people good? 
c) In what ways are people bad? 
2) Men and women:  
a) Do you think that men and women are essentially the same or are they mostly different?  
b) In what ways are they the same?  
c) In what ways are they different?  
d) Do you think that women should be responsible for some things that men should not be 
responsible for?  
e) Do you think that men should be responsible for things that women should not be responsible 
for? 
B. God 
1) Existence:  
a) Do you believe in God? 
2) Characteristics:  
a) What is God like?  
b) Is there one God or are there many gods?  
c) Is God male or female or something else? 
3) Power:  
a) How powerful is God?  
b) What kinds of things does God control about your life? 
c) To what extent do you determine your own life independent of God? 
4) Devil: 
a) Do you believe in the devil or satan or an evil force? 

 
c) Is there one Devil or are there many devils? 
d) Is the Devil male or female or something else? 
C. Suffering 
1) All people suffer at some point in their life, why do you think there is suffering? 
2) Do you think suffering serves any purpose, does it have a meaning or is it meaningless? 
3) If all suffering could be eliminated, would that be a good or bad thing? 
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Appendix E: Informed Consent 

Informed Consent: Children/Adolescents 
                                                         

name: _________________________) who is under 18 years of age to participate in the study 
The Development of Dharma in Children, Adolescents and Adults of Vadodara City: 

Embedding Moral Development in Indian Moral Worldviews being conducted by Niyati Pandya 
who is a doctoral student in the Department of Human Development and Family Studies, Faculty 
of Family and Community Sciences, the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, India. The 
purpose of this study is to contribute to the field of psychology by examining the role of culture 
and development in moral reasoning.  

I agree to allow my child to complete a demographic interview and personal information sheet. I 
am aware that the interview will be held in school. I understand that the expected duration of the 
interview is approximately one hour. In the interview my child will be asked questions about moral 
issues as well as worldviews and will be encouraged to discuss his/her views regarding the same.  

 Any information obtained from my child as a result of his/her participation in this research will 
be kept confidential by assigning a numerical code to all the materials (questionnaires/transcribed 
data) in place of his/her name. The name will appear only on the consent form and the personal 
identification sheet which will be store separately from the data collected during this interview. I 
understand that only Ms. Pandya will have access to them. Further, I am aware that my child is 
free to terminate his/her participation in this research at any time, or to refuse to answer any 
questions  

I have reviewed this consent form. If I have further questions about this research, I understand that 
I may call Ms. Pandya at 7567113708 or e-mail her at niyati.pandya-hdfs@msubaroda.ac.in.  
 
Signature of Parent: __________________ 
Date: ______________________________ 
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Informed Consent: Adults 

The Development of Dharma in Children, Adolescents and Adults of Vadodara City: Embedding 
Moral Development in Indian Moral Worldviews being conducted by Niyati Pandya who is a 
doctoral student in the Department of Human Development and Family Studies, Faculty of Family 
and Community Sciences, the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, India. The purpose of this 
study is to contribute to the field of psychology by examining the role of culture and development 
in moral reasoning.  

I understand that my participation in this study is entirely voluntary. I agree to complete a 
demographic questionnaire and participate in an interview that will be tape-recorded. I understand 
that the expected duration of the interview is approximately one hour. In the interview I will 
discuss my views regarding general moral issues and worldviews.  

 Any information obtained from me as a result of my participation in this research will be kept 
confidential by assigning a numerical code to all the materials (questionnaires/transcribed data) in 
place of my name. My name will appear only on the consent form and the personal identification 
sheet which will be store separately from the data collected during this interview. I understand that 
only Ms. Pandya will have access to my responses and information. Further, I am aware that I am 
free to terminate my participation in this research at any time, or to refuse to answer any questions 

 

I have reviewed this consent form. If I have further questions about this research, I understand that 
I may call Ms. Pandya at 7567113708 or e-mail her at niyati.pandya-hdfs@msubaroda.ac.in.  
 
 
Signature of Participant: ___________________ 
Date: __________________________________ 


