
Acknowledgements

A researcher cannot complete a Ph.D. thesis alone. Although the list of 

individuals I wish to thank extends beyond the limits of this format, I would like 

to thank the following persons who played important roles in the process for 

their dedication, prayers, and support.

Dr. Dolly Kumar, my guide in whom I found a friend and philosopher too! Her 

inspiration gave me strength to keep going. Her sensitivity above and beyond 

the call of duty and her words of wisdom have illuminated me beyond the 

confines of this project. I will always treasure her knowledge and commitment 

towards this piece of research, punctuality and the thoroughness with which 

she read the various drafts of my thesis.

Dr Geeta Padate, Head , Department of Zoology, Prof. A.V.Ramachandran, 

ex. Head and Dean, Prof. M.V. Asnani, and Prof. P.V. Patel ex head 

Department of Zoology for providing Departmental facilities from time to time. 

Prof .Bonny Pilo, former Dean and Head, Department of Zoology for showing 

keen interest, inspiration and motivation in my work.

Dr. Pragna Parikh for her encouragement to submit the work in time and Dr. B. 

Suresh for clearing my Statistics concepts. My heartfelt thanks.

My dear friends Mrs. Jyoti Samnani and Dr. Prakash Samnani, for introducing 

me to this Department, and always being there whenever I needed their advice 

or assistance.

My colleagues and co researchers Dr. M.S ShivaKumar, Dr. Manoj Kumar 

Pardeshi and Yash Kamal for teaching me the nuances of field work , Dr 

Bhumika Naidu a close associate who has been with me from beginning till 

end. Pratyush Patankar for not only the inputs on Reptiles, Birds and Ants 

interaction but also the right insights into various aspects of research . My 

thanks and blessings to the young and energetic researchers Anita and 

Ruchika who have been always there to help and cheer me up.

All the members of staff and students at the Department of Zoology. Sincere 

thanks for sharing my good and stressing times.



All those public garden officials and farmers who allowed me to interview them 

and to do fieldwork, without whose help my work would not have been possible. 

God bless them.

Dr. Himender Bharti from Punjabi University, Patiala, for introducing me to 

almost all the well known Myrmecologists world over. Dr. Martin Pfeiffer from 

Germany and Dr John Fellowes from U.K for the trenchant critiques, the 

probing questions, and the expertise with which they guided me, when I was 

writing my paper. My heartfelt gratitude to them.

My mother and father whose foresight and values paved the way for a 

privileged education. My father in law and mother in law who gently offered 

counsel and unconditional support at each turn of the road. I am forever 

grateful to them.

My husband, Mr. Yogendra D. Mishra, on whose constant encouragement and 

love I have relied throughout my research. His tireless support has been able to 

keep me focused. I am eternally indebted to him.

My ten year old son Dhruv, whose patience has always upheld me, particularly 

in those many days in which I spent more time with my computer than with him. 

I thank him for being the sunshine of my life.

Archana Mishra


