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Borderless Democracy and Diffusion of Alternate Sexualities 
 

A Summary 

 
The  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  appear  a s  a  cha l l enge  to  th e  

conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s e  w h i ch  a t t e mp ts  to  under s t and  thes e  con cerns  

th rough  the  l ens  o f  a  he te rono r mat ive  as s umpt ion .  A  majo r  hu rd le  w h i l e  

s tudy ing  the  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  i s  th i s  p r i s m at i c  

pe r s pec t iv e  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  f i l t e r s  ou r  v i s ion  to  v iew  and  

under s t and  every th ing  th rough  a  he t e r ono rmat iv e  f r ame  o f  r e f e r ence .  

Thus ,  the  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s ex ua l i t i e s  l a rge ly  r e mains  ‘ou t  o f  

bounds ’  o f  the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e .  T h i s  s tudy  s eek  to  under s t and  the  

concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  f ro m th i s  van tage  o f  ou t  o f  bounds  

and  a t t emp t  to  under s t and  the  chang i ng  dynamics  o f  con te mpora ry  

democra t i c  s oc ie ty .  I n  th i s  a t t emp t ,  th i s  s tudy  ende avour s  to  f ind  a  

ped agog ic a l  b r e ak th rough  in  the  fo r m o f  a  f ounda t iona l  c r i t ique  o f  th e  

conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s e  in  s uch  a  w ay  tha t  the  ac adem ic  ou tc as te  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  may  be  add res s e d .  Whi le  th i s  ep i s t emo log ica l  

pu r s u i t  ho ld s  the  po t en t i a l  to  b r ing  ju s t i ce  to  th e  popu la t ion  o f  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s ,  i t  a l s o  add res s es  an  impo r tan t  g ap  in  the  conven t iona l  

d i s cou r s e .  

 

The  p ropos ed  s tudy  a l s o  de l ibe r a tes  up on  the  ro le  o f  th e  s t a t e  in  th e  

un fo ld ing  o f  p ro jec t  o f  demo cra t i c  inc l u s ion ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  in  the  th i rd  

w or ld  coun t r i e s  l ike  Ind i a .  The  ma tu r ed  s t a tu s  o f  the  s t a t e  beco mes  

ev iden t  w hen  i t  t akes  the  r e s pons ib i l i ty  o f  p ro tec t ing  and  p r es e rv ing  th e  

d i s t inc t  id en t i ty  and  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  d i f f e r en t  e thn i c  g roups .  Th i s  r o le  i s  

de r ived  ou t  o f  the  democr a t i c  cons c ious nes s  o f  the  s t a t e  w h ich  in  tu rn  i s  

due  to  the  de l ibe r a t ive  engag emen t  w i th  the  demo cra t i c  p ro cedu res  and  

p r ac t i ces .  O w ing  to  th i s  e merg ing  dem ocra t i c  cons c ious nes s ,  th e  s t a t e  

f inds  i t  ob l iga to ry  to  ac commod a te  the  democr a t i c  c l a ims  o f  d i f f e r en t  

g roups .  The  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s ex ua l i t i e s  r ep res en t  a  d i s t in c t  c as e  

in  th i s  r ega rd .  
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The  pos i t ion  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  w i th in  o u r  d i s cou r s e ,  i s  ‘ ou t  o f  

bounds ’  and  mark ed  b y  a  coerced  inv i s i b i l i ty .  Th i s  inv i s ib i l i ty  does  no t  

a l low  the  concerns  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s ex ua l i t i e s  to  be  r a i s ed  w i th in  the  

l eg i t ima te  d o m ain  o f  th e  s oc i a l  d i s cou r s e .  The  in ju s t i ce  don e  to  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  happens  a t  an  ex i s t en t i a l  l ev e l  and  en d an g e r s  the  

very  iden t i ty  o f  s uch  g roups .  Th e  na tu re  o f  th e  in ju s t i ce  done  to  th e  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  and  the i r  s pa t i a l i ty  w i th in  ou r  d i s cou r s e  makes  

the i r  cas e  un ique ,  and  thus  w or thy  o f  in t r o s pec t ion .  H ow ever ,  an  enqu i ry  

in to  th e  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s ex ua l i t i e s  m ak es  i t  ne ces s a ry  to  

in t ro s pec t  th e  na tu re  o f  th e  con te mpora r y  d i s cou r s e  i t s e l f .  The  ex i s t ing  

d i s cou r s e  i s  bas ed  upon  a  he t e rono rma t ive  as s umpt ion ,  w h ich  d i s ca rds  

a s  pa tho log ic a l  any th ing  tha t  does  no t  ab ide  by  i t s  log ic .  Th e  

he te rono rm at iv e  f r amew ork  a l s o  fo l low s  a  log ic  o f  th e  b in a r y ,  w h ich  

under s tands  every th ing  in  t e rms  o f  dua l i ty -  good /b ad ,  ma le / f e mal e ,  

b lack /w h i te  and  s o  o n .  S uch  f r amew ork  o f  under s t and ing  igno res  the  

r ange  o f  pos s ib i l i ty  an d  p lu r a l i ty  o f  hu man  cu l tu r e .  Th i s  p u t s  the  w ho l e  

d i s cou r s e  o n  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  under  a  da rk  a r ea  w h ich  s u f f e r s  a  

s y s temic  neg lec t .  

 

The  c as e  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  i s  a l s o  impor tan t  t o  und er s t and  

becaus e  i t  h o ld s  the  k ey  to  an  open  s oc i e ty .  Whi l e  iden t i t i e s  l ike  c as te  

and  c las s  a r e  bas ed  on  r ecogn iz ab le  pa r ame te r s  w here  the  iden t i ty  

becomes  the  in te r es t ,  t he  d i s c r imin a t io n  o f  the  a l t e r n a te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  

complex  as  i t  i s  p r emis ed  upon  ind iv idu a l  in te r es t .  S ince  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  

t o  po r t r ay  an  ind iv id ua l i s t i c  in t e r e s t  a s  the  bas i s  f o r  an  id en t i ty ,  the  

concerns  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  r endered  

inv i s ib le .  Th e  inv i s ib i l i ty  o f  th e  a l t e r na te  s exua l i t i e s  ab r o g a te s  the  

democra t i c  r igh t s  o f  thes e  g roups  in  s uch  a  manner  tha t  th e r e  po l i t i ca l  

and  s oc ia l  ex i s t enc e  i s  a l low ed  on ly  on  t e rms  o f  adher ence  to  the  

he te rono rm at iv e  no rms .  Th i s  i s  w ha t  mak es  the  c as e  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  un ique .  The  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  en t a i l  i s s ues  

o f  ind iv idu a l  r igh t s  an d  au tonomy  and  the  ex ten t  to  w h i ch  the  s oc ie ty  

cou ld  pu t  r e s t r i c t ion  on  the m.  
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I t  i s  a l s o  imp o r tan t  to  men t ion  th a t  m y  emphas i s  on  the  con cerns  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  does ,  in  n o  s ens e ,  s eek  to  underm ine  the  r e lev ance  

o f  the  concerns  o f  o th e r  e thn ic  id en t i t i e s .  N or  have  I  a t t emp ted  to  

undermine  th e  s ign i f i c ance  o f  the  o the r  i s s ues  o f  ju s t i ce .  I n s tead ,  i t  has  

been  my  b e l i e f  tha t  thes e  va ry ing  concerns  o f  ju s t i ce  s t and  in  

con t r ad i s t inc t ion  to  each  o the r ,  and  do es  no t  fo l low  a  z e ro - s um ga me.  

A n  enqu i ry  in to  th e  u n d e r ex p lo r ed  a r e a s ,  s uch  a s  thos e  concern ing  th e  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  on ly  w orks  to  b roaden  the  overa l l  s cope  o f  the  

democra t i c  pa r ad igm  und er  w h ich  th es e  de l ib e r a t ions  t ake  p l ace .  The  

goa l  o f  my  s tudy  i s  to  under s tand  and  add res s  the  concerns  o f  the 

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  in  s uch  a  w ay  tha t  l eads  to  a  concep t ion  o f  a  

‘ bo rde r l e s s ’  democr acy ,  w here in  the  id e n t i ty  o f  an  ind iv idu a l  does  no t  

become  a  h ind ran ce  in  the  de l ibe r a t ive  p r o ces s .  I n  do ing  s o ,  I  a l s o  h o p e  

tha t  the  conc lus ions  I  d r aw  th rough  th i s  s tudy  w ou ld  con t r ibu te  in  

add res s ing  th e  con cerns  o f  in ju s t i ce  o f  o th e r  iden t i ty  i s s ues  a s  w e l l .  

 

Major Quest ions and Concerns  

The  f r am ew ork  o f  under s tand ing  and  th e  t r a j ec to ry  tha t  I  have  pu r s ued  

i n  my  r es ea r ch  touches  upon  fou r  b road  a r eas  and  conc erns :  

F i r s t ly ,  th rough  a  r ev i s i t  t o  the  concep t s  l ike  democr acy ,  equa l i ty  and  

l ibe r ty ,  I  h ave  a t t emp ted  to  und er s t and  the  r eas ons  tha t  accoun t  f o r  the  

neg lec t  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  f ro m ou r  d i s cou r s e .  Th i s  a t t e mp t ,  I  

have  r e f e r r ed  to  a s  a  ‘ founda t iona l  c r i t i que ’  o f  th e  d i s cou r s e .  Th rough  

th i s  ac t ,  I  have  a t t emp ted  to  h igh l ig h t  the  l a t en t  he t e rono rma t ive  

as s umpt ion  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e ,  w h ich  ac t s  a s  a  p r i s m  to  ou r  op in ion  and  

under s tand ing .  Th i s  a c t iv i ty  beco mes  an  ind i s pens ab le  too l  to  under s tand  

t he  na tu r e  o f  demo cra cy  and  the  id ea l s  t h a t  de f in e  i t .  

 

S econd ly ,  I  have  a t t emp ted  to  c a rve  ou t  a  s phere  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  w h ich  

appear s  to  be  the  ab o d e  o f  p e r s ona l  s pace .  I  have  under s tood  th i s  

‘ pe r s ona l  s phere ’  in  con t r ad i s t in c t ion  t o  the  pub l i c  and  p r iva t e  a s pec t s  

o f  l i f e .  Giv en  the  engage men t  o f  ou r  co n v en t io n a l  d i s cou r s e  w i th  the  



 5 

pub l i c - p r iv a te  d icho to my ,  I  have  a t t e mp ted  to  exp lo re  and  ex cava te  th e  

a r ea  o f  ind iv idu a l i ty  th rough  a  ‘ t r i ch o tomous  under s t and ing  o f  the  

pub l ic -p r iv a te -p e r s ona l  s pher e ’ .  Th i s  f r amew ork  be comes  in s t rumen ta l  

i n  my  under s t and ing  o f  the  s p ace  o f  i n d iv id u a l i ty  a s  i t  op ens  up  the  

s oc ie ty  to  th e  c l a i ms  o f  ind iv idu a l i ty .  

 

Thi rd ly ,  w h i le  t r y ing  to  under s tand  the  na tu re  o f  the  ac t iv i s m  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s ex u a l i t i e s ,  I  have  r e f e r r e d  to  Fras e r ’ s  f r am ew o rk  o f  

‘ r eco g n i t io n - r ed i s t r ibu t ion ’ .  Th i s  i s  a n  impor tan t  r e f e r ence  in  my  

f r amew ork  o f  s tudy  a s  i t  ac co rds  a  be t t e r  ana ly s i s  and  con t r as t  to  th e  

po l i t i c s  o f  id en t i ty  and  r ed i s t r ibu t io n  in  th e  con tempor a ry  t imes .  

Fras e r ’ s  mode l  a l s o  h e lp s  to  con temp la te  the  d i f f e r en t  t r a j ec to r i e s  

pos s ib le  f o r  d i f f e r en t  cou r s es  o f  ac t iv i s m.  S uch  ex e r c i s e  h e lp s  to  t r ack  

the  mode l  o f  po l i t i ca l  ac t ion  th a t  i s  s u i t ab l e  f o r  a  non - r ed i s t r ib u t iv e  

po l i t i ca l  mov emen t .  A  w rong  t r a jec to ry  t aken  b y  the  queer  movemen t  

cou ld  p rove  to  be  de t r im en ta l  t o  the  in te r es t  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  

Thus ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  a s s es s  the  pos s ib i l i t i e s  tha t  a  pa r t i cu l a r  

t r a j e c to ry  o f  s oc i a l  ac t ion  m igh t  en ta i l .  

 

Las t ly ,  my  f r am ew ork  o f  under s t and  i s  s ugges t ive  o f  a  ‘ s t r uc tu r a l i s t ’  

pos i t ion  a s  I  have  a rgu ed  th a t  the  ro l e  o f  the  s t a t e  i s  in s t rumen ta l  in  

add res s ing  th e  con cerns  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  S ome  as p e c t s  o f  th i s  

idea  have  b een  t ak en  f rom H abermas ’  i dea  o f  a  t echnocra t i c  s t a t e ,  t o  

s ugges t  tha t  the  s t a t e  in  the  21 s t  cen tu r y  has  deve loped  an  ind epend en t  

cons c ienc e  bas ed  on  i t s  democra t i c  p i l l a r s ,  w h ich  gu ide  i t  t ow ards  

democra t i c  ends .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t he  s t a t e  s t r uc tu r es  beg in  to  s how  a 

democra t i c  and  ju s t  a t t i tude  tow ards  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s .  Th i s  

democra t i c  cons c ious nes s  p roves  to  be  he lp fu l  to  th e  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s .  I  a l s o  a r g u e  in  my  s tud y  abou t  th e  un fo ld ing  o f  the  

democra cy  to w ar d s  a  b o r d e r l e s s  f o rm w h ich ,  I  be l i eve ,  i s  bas ed  on  p i l l a r s  

o f  de l ibe r a t ion  and  r ec ip r o c i ty .  S uch  c o n cep t io n  o f  de mocra cy  w ou ld  

s how  more  f a i th  in  th e  idea l s  r a th e r  th an  the  m eans  to  ach ieve  the m.  

Thus ,  democracy  w ou ld  r e main  a s  a  ‘ f loa t ing  p l ace ’  w here in  the  
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pr io r i t i e s  and  goa l s  w o u ld  be  s e t  th roug h  mu tua l  d e l ib e r a t ion  and  s e l f -

de f ined  pu rpos es .  

 

Methodology  

M y  res ea rch  i s  b as ed  on  an  an a ly t i ca l  r ead in g  o f  the  t ex t s  d ea l ing  w i th  

ph i lo s oph ica l  concep t s  l ike  d emo cr ac y ,  l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty .  S ome  

p rominen t  th in k e r s  w h o s e  ideas  I  have  r e f e r r ed  to  in  my  a rgu men ts  

inc lude -  Bu t l e r ,  Fr as e r ,  Le fo r t ,  H aber mas ,  Tocquev i l l e  an d  M i l l .  The  

ana ly t i ca l  r ead in g  o f  the  t ex t s  has  a l low ed  me  to  exp lo re  th e  a r eas  tha t  

migh t  hav e  b een  l e f t  una t t end ed  by  s eve ra l  th ink er s .  

 

I n  o rde r  to  s u p p o r t  my  a rgumen ts  and  un der s t and ing  o f  the  m e taphys i ca l  

concep t s ,  I  have  u s ed ,  a s  a  p r imary  s ou rce  o f  r e f e r ence ,  s eve ra l  r epo r t s  

pub l i s hed  by  the  governmen t  and  non - go vernmen t  o rgan iza t ions  on  a r eas  

dea l ing  w i th  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  Thes e  r epo r t s  hav e  b een  pub l i s hed  by  

r e l i ab le  s ou rces  and  p ro v e  to  b e  th e  p r i m ary  s ou rce  o f  d a ta  an d  s t a t i s t i ca l  

r eco r d  in  my  d i s s e r t a t ion .  

I  h av e  a l s o  d e r iv ed  the  p r i mary  d a ta  r e l a t ing  to  the  a t t i tude  o f  the  pub l i c  

in s t i tu t ions  tow ards  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  th rough  s ever a l  

co r r es pondences  done  und er  the  R igh t  t o  In fo rmat ion  A c t ,  2005  (RTI ) .  

The  o f f i c i a l  r ep ly  r ece ive d  f rom the  va r i ous  pub l i c  in s t i tu t ions  have  b een  

u s ed  to  s uppo r t  the  f ind ings  and  obs e rva t ions .  

 

S ince  an  impor tan t  pa r t  o f  my  d i s s e r t a t io n  dea l s  w i th  the  a c t iv i s m  in  the  

f i e ld  o f  c iv i l  s oc i e ty ,  I  h ave  a l s o  under ta ken  a  d i r ec t  pa r t i c ip a t ion  in  one  

o f  the  p ro jec t s  o f  th e  Laks hya  Trus t ,  w here in  I  pa r t i c ipa ted  in  th e  

In s tag ram  ca mpa ign  and  vo lun tee r ed  fo r  tw o  mon ths .  I n  the  pas t ,  I  had  

a l s o  vo lun t ee r ed  w i th  th e  N az  Fo u n d a t io n  ( Ind ia )  Tr u s t ,  and  go t  th e  f i r s t -

hand  exper i ence  o f  the  a c t iv i s m  by  the  L GBTQ I+  g roup s .  Thes e  

exper ien ces  have  r ea l ly  he lped  me  unde r s t and  the  ac t iv i s m  o f  the  queer  

g roups  and  s h a r e  the  f ee l ings  an d  pe r s pe c t ives  o f  th e  com muni ty .  
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O vera l l ,  my  me thodo logy  h as  r ema in ed  a  ha rmon ious  mix  o f  theo re t i c a l  

a s  w e l l  a s  p r ac t i ca l  a s pec t s .  The  an a l y t i ca l  r ead ing  o f  th e  t ex t s  and  

s econdary  da ta  h as  been  w e l l  s uppo r ted  t h rough  the  p r imary  in fo r mat ion  

r ece iv ed  th rough  the  op t imu m  u t i l i za t i on  o f  the  RTI  A c t  a s  w e l l  a s  

th rough  the  f i r s t - h and  exper ience  o f  the  queer  ac t iv i s m.  

 

Scheme of  Chapterizat ion  

M y  b ro ader  f r ame  o f  d i s cus s ion  has  touched  upon  th r ee  ma jo r  th emes -  

democra cy /equa l i ty ,  l ibe r ty  an d  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  The  s chem e  o f  

chap te r i za t ion  th a t  I  h av e  t r i ed  to  fo l lo w  a t t emp ts  to  bu l t  a  log ic a l  f lo w  

o f  a rgumen ts  th rough  thes e  p r i mary  themes .  Thus ,  t h e  s che ma  o f  

chap te r i za t ion  beg in s  w i th  an  in t ro d u c to r y  open ing  o f  the  s tudy  and  l in k s  

the  in s igh t s  on  demo cracy / equa l i ty ,  l ibe r ty  and  th e  conc erns  o f  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  i n  s uch  a  man n er  w h ich  c r ea t es  a  log ic a l ly  coheren t  s t r uc tu r e  

of  a rgumen ts .   

 

I n  S ec t ion  1 . 1 ,  I  comm ence  w i th  a  s ho r t  in t roduc t ion  o f  my  s tudy  and  

in t roduce  th e  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  amids t  ou r  

d is cou r s es .  Th i s  bu i ld s  the  c as e  fo r  r e ad i ng  the  con cerns  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s .  The  d i s cus s ion  o n  the  ne ed  to  s tudy  thes e  concerns  i s  

immed ia t e ly  fo l low ed  by  an  an a ly t i ca l  r ead ing  o f  the  n a tu r e  o f  the  

ex i s t ing  s oc ia l  s c i enc e  d i s cou r s e ,  in  S e c t ion  1 .2 .  H ere ,  I  have  t r i ed  to  

under s tand  and  un cover  the  l a t en t  h e te rono rmat iv i ty  o f  the  p r eva i l ing  

d i s cou r s es ,  w h ich  does  no t  a l lo w  the  con cerns  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  

to  be  add res s ed  app rop r ia t e ly .  

 

In  S ec t ion  1 . 3 ,  I  have  in t roduc ed  the  i dea  o f  ‘ coerced  inv i s ib i l i ty ’  to  

s ugges t  the  un ique  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  w i th  r ega rd  to  

ou r  d i s cou r s e .  Th i s  s ec t io n  a l s o  d i s cus s es  how  the  s t a t e  m igh t  be  an  

impor tan t  ac to r  in  add res s ing  the  conc e rn s  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  

S ec t ion  1 .4  d i s cus s es  the  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew  fo r  the  p rominen t  t ex t s  u s ed  

fo r  f o rming  the  a rgumen ts  o f  my  s tudy .  The  c lo s u re  o f  the  f i r s t  chap te r  
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i s  done  w i th  S ec t ion  1 .5 ,  w h ich  s umma r izes  th e  con cerns  o f  the  s tudy  

and  the  s che me  o f  chap te r i za t ion  fo l low ed .  

The  S econd  Chap t e r  o f  the  s tudy  focus s es  upon  the  idea  o f  demo cracy  

and  equa l i ty .  I n  Chap te r  2 . 1  “U ncov er in g  the  r e l ev ance  o f  D emo cr acy ”  I  

have  t r i ed  to  under s t and  the  evo lu t ion  o f  the  id ea  o f  d emocr acy  th rough  

d i f f e r en t  ag es .  S uch  an  excava t ion  o f  the  idea  o f  d emo cr acy  a l low s  u s  to  

t r ace  th e  evo lu t ion  o f  the  ide a ,  and  in fo r ms  the  va lues  tha t  a r e  cons ide r ed  

as  ca rd ina l  to  i t .  I  hav e  a l s o  t r i ed  to  s tudy  the  d i f f e r en t  id eas  and  

under s t and ings  o f  th e  id ea  o f  d emocr acy ,  in  o rde r  to  f ind  ou t  th e  pos s ib le  

r eas ons  and  f ac to r s  th a t  migh t  have  l ed  to  the  ou tc as te  o f  th e  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s .  Th e  pu rpos e  o f  the  chap te r  c ou ld  be  s um med  up  as  an  a t t emp t  

t o  under s t and  th e  p r in c ip l es  u p o n  w h i c h  the  demo cra t i c  s t r ugg les  a r e  

s a id  to  be  b as ed ;  and  uncover  the  r e as ons ,  w i th in  the  ex i s t ing  po l i t i c a l  

d i s cou r s es ,  tha t  migh t  have  l ed  to  t h e  exc lu s ion  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  un cover ing  o f  the  r ea s ons  fo r  exc lu s ion  o f  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  w ou ld  a l s o  fo rm th e  f ounda t iona l  c r i t iqu e  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  

d i s cou r s es .  

 

S ec t ion  2 .2  “Equa l i ty ,  D emo cracy  and  th e  idea  o f  P eop le”  ex p an d s  u p o n  

the  idea  o f  equa l i ty  a s  the  found ing  p i l l a r  o f  democra cy .  Th i s  s ec t ion  

a l s o  d i s cus s es  the  id ea  o f  th e  ‘ p eo p l e ’  a s  the  cons t i tu t iv e  co mp o n en t  o f  

a  d emo cr acy ,  and  de f ines  the  ca t ego ry  o f  the  ‘ p eo p le ’  a s  a  dynamic  

e lem en t  w h ich  und ergoes  chang e  and  t r ans fo rmat ion .  Thus ,  the  id ea  o f  

equa l i ty  i s  p ropos ed  to  be  r ead  a s  a  dy n amic  id ea l  w h ich  canno t  be  

under s tood  as  a  s t a t i c  e l emen t .  Th e  a rgumen ts  o f  S ec t ion  2 .2  a r e  

ma te r i a l i zed  in  S ec t ion  2 .3  “Equa l i ty  a s  Renego t i a t ion ”  w here in  the  id e a  

o f  equa l i ty  i s  d i s cus s ed  as  a  f o rm  o f  r e nego t i a t ion  b e tw een  con t end ing  

s e t s  o f  in te r es t s  and  g r o u p s .  Th i s  s ec t ion  p ropos es  the  idea  th a t  equa l i ty  

need  no t  be  under s tood  as  a  s t a t e  o f  ‘ s amen es s ’ ;  r a th e r ,  equa l i ty  i s  a  

cond i t ion  o f  r en ego t i a t ion  be tw e en  eq ua l ly  capab le  ac to r s /g roups  to  

mo ld  the i r  co n d i t io n s .  Chap te r  2  c lo s es  w i th  an  under s t and ing  o f  the  id ea  

of  democracy  and  equ a l i ty  a s  f r ee - f loa t i ng  ideas  tha t  canno t  be  bound  in  

norms  o f  f ix i ty .  
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Chap te r  3  fo cu s s es  u p o n  the  id ea  o f  L i be r ty ,  and  t r i e s  to  exp lo re  th e  

ex ten t  o f  ind iv idua l  l ibe r ty  in  con t r as t  to  the  c l a ims  o f  the  s oc ie ty .  

S ec t ion  3 .1  “Exp lo r ing  the  Ide a  o f  L ibe r ty”  exp lo r es  s ome  o f  the  

i n t e rp r e ta t ions  and  u n d e r s t an d in g s  o f  th e  idea  o f  l ibe r ty ,  and  t r i e s  to  

deve lop  an  under s t and ing  o f  th e  conc e p t .  The  p r i mary  a i m  to  d i s cus s  

l ibe r ty  i s  to  bu i ld  a  f o u n d a t io n  o f  under s t and ing  to  d i s cus s  the  deba tes  

abou t  the  s e l f /o th e r  r ega rd ing  ac t ions  o f  the  ind iv idua l  and  how  fa r  the  

s oc ie ty  cou ld  pu t  r e s t r i c t ions  o n  s uch  l i be r ty .  

 

S ec t ion  3 .2  “The  imper a t iv e  o f  the  P ub l i c  P r iva te  D iv ide”  i s  the  log ic a l  

unfo ld ing  o f  the  d i s cus s ion  on  l ib e r ty  a nd  exp lo res  the  dom ains  o f  the  

conven t ion a l  pub l i c - p r iva t e  d i cho tom y .  Th i s  s e c t ion  expos es  th e  

mis under s t an d in g s  and  con fus ions  a t t a c hed  to  the  na tu r e  o f  the  p r iva t e  

s phere ,  and  t r i e s  to  uncov er  th e  caus e  o f  s t e r eo typ e  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s .  Th e  t a s k  l e f t  in compl e te  in  s ec t ion  3 .2  i s  t aken  up  in  S ec t ion  

3 .3  “Tr i cho tom iz ing  the  D iv ide”  w he re in  I  h ave  t r i ed  to  r e ad  th e  

conven t ion a l  pub l i c  p r iva te  d i ch o to my  as  a  t r i ch o to my  o f  ‘pub l i c -

p r iva te - p e r s ona l ’  s phere .  S uch  r ev i s ed  under s t and ing  i s  cap ab le  o f  

s ecu r ing  a  s phere  o f  d ign i ty  and  i n d iv id u a l i ty  to  th e  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  

 

Chap te r  4  t ak es  up  th e  th i rd  the me  o f  my  s tudy ,  tha t  i s ,  t he  cas e  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  S ec t ion  4 . 1  “ Inc lu s ive  po l i t i c s  and  r ea lm o f  l aw ”  

i s  a  des c r ip t iv e  pa r t  t h a t  dea l s  w i th  the  o u t l in in g  o f  th e  l ega l  p rov i s ions  

in  Ind ia  conc ern ing  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  s ec t ion  a l s o  ou t l in es  

s ome  obs e rva t ions  o f  I n te rna t iona l  and  na t iona l  r epo r t s  t h a t  have  had  

s ign i f i can t  i n f lu en ce  on  the  f a t e  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i n  Ind ia .  Th i s  

s ec t ion  i s  pa r t i cu la r ly  i mpor tan t  f o r  the  s tudy  becaus e  i t  s ummar i zes  the  

changes  in  th e  l ego - p o l i t i ca l  f r amew ork  o f  the  s t a t e  in  Ind i a .  

 

S ec t ion  4 .2  “S oc ia l  co n s c io u s n es s  and  c h an g e :  A  c as e  s tudy  o f  L aks hya  

Trus t”  i s  bas ed  on  my  exper ien ce  and  s t udy  o f  the  Laks hya  Trus t .  Th i s  

s ec t ion  exp lo r es  the  va r ious  ch an n e l s  t h r o u g h  w h ich  the  c iv i l  s oc ie ty  

o rgan iza t ions ,  l ike  the  Laks hya  Trus t ,  a r e  s p r ead ing  the  aw ar enes s  abou t  
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t he  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s ex u a l i t i e s .  I t  a l s o  s u mmar izes  the  v a r ious  

in i t i a t iv es  t ak en  by  Lak s h y a  Trus t  and  t h e  impa c t  o f  th es e  in i t i a t ives .  

S ec t ion  4 .3  “A s s es s ing  the  i mpac t  o f  po l i t i c a l - s oc i a l  pos s ib i l i t i e s ”  i s  an  

as s es s men t  o f  th e  ch anges  in  the  l ego - po l i t i ca l  f r am ew ork  o f  I nd i a  a s  

w e l l  a s  the  e f fo r t s  o f  the  c iv i l  s oc ie ty  o r g an iza t io n s .  Th i s  s ec t ion  t r i e s  

to  under s t and  the  i mpac t  o f  d i f f e r en t  s t r a t eg i es  ad o p ted  in  th e  po l i t i ca l  

and  s oc ia l  s phere ,  and  s ugges t s  th e  fu tu r e  t r a jec to ry  o f  th e  mov emen t  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

Chap te r  5  i s  th e  con c lu s ion  p a r t  o f  th e  s t udy  w here in  I  t r y  to  s um  up  my  

obs e rva t ions  and  m ake  in f e r enc es  on  the  bas i s  o f  them.  In  S e c t ion  5 .1 ,  I  

t r y  to  o f f e r  an  overv iew  o f  the  s tudy  by  r ev i s i t ing  the  ideas  d i s cus s ed  

th roughou t  th e  d i s s e r t a t ion .  Th e  pu rpos e  o f  th i s  r ev i s i t  i s  to  s ummar i ze  

the  a rgumen ts  and  obs e rva t ions  be f o re  coming  up  to  the  f ina l  

conc lu s ions .  I n  S ec t ion  5 .2 ,  I  a t t emp t  to  o f f e r  the  f in a l  con c lu s ion  o f  my  

s tudy  and  o f f e r  in f e r enc es  bas ed  on  the  a rgumen ts  mad e  th roughou t  th e  

d i s s e r t a t ion .  H ere ,  I  a l s o  t r y  to  o f f e r  a  p robab le  r ed res s  to  the  con cerns  

o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s .  I  a l s o  t r y  to  o f f e r  a  p rov i s o  tha t  w ou ld  l ead  

tow ards  a  bo rde r l e s s  demo cracy  as  und er s tood  in  my  f r a mew ork  o f  

under s t and ing .  A nd  w h i ch  w ou ld  add res s  the  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s  in  a  v i s ib le  ju s t  mann er .  

 

Major  Conclus ions  

There  a r e  f ou r  majo r  a rgu men ts  tha t  I  have  t r i ed  to  es tab l i s h  th roughou t  

my  s tudy .  The  in f e r ences ,  o r  co n c lu s io n s ,  a r e  d r aw n  on  the  bas i s  o f  th es e  

a rgumen ts .  I  have  t r i ed  to  b r ing  toge the r  the  th r ee  them es  o f  my  s tudy  

on  one  pa th ,  and  pa in t  the  p ic tu r e  o f  my  under s t and ing  o f  the  i s s ues  

concern ing  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  N eed les s  to  men t ion  tha t ,  the  

p rob lem a t  h an d  does  no t  h ave  a  de f in i t e  s o lu t ion ,  and  thus  any  a rgumen t  

i s ,  bu t  one  o f  the  s evera l  pos s ib le  s o lu t io ns .  Thes e  a rgumen ts  w ou ld  h e lp  

to  co r r ec t  th e  inequa l i t i e s ,  e s pec i a l ly  in  a  s oc ie ty  l ik e  Ind ia ,  w here  s u ch  

in s tances  f low  th rough  every  s t ru c tu r e  a n d  t r y  to  l ink  i t  w i th  bo rd e r l e s s  

democra cy .  Th e  m ain  po in t  tha t  ne eds  ou r  a t t en t ion  i s  the  end  o f  the  

s ub juga t ion  and  s upp res s ion  o f  ind iv idua l s ,  i n  the  name  o f  t r ad i t ion  and  
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pr ide .  The  id ea  o f  a  b o rd e r l e s s  democr ac y  i s  no t  to  ex tend  th e  bo rde r s  o f  

the  s t a t e ,  bu t  to  d i s s ipa te  the  o n es  tha t  c r ea t e  unequ a l  s t a tu s es  be tw een  

ind iv idua l s .  I n  th i s  con t ex t ,  my  s tudy  d raw s  an  impor tan t  conc ep tua l  

s chema ,  in  th e  fo r m o f  idea  o f  ‘ o u t  o f  bo unds ’  and  ‘ coe r ced  inv i s ib i l i ty ’ ,  

t o  under s t and  the  d i s t inc t  na tu r e  o f  i n ju s t i ce  done  to  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s .  

 

The  f i r s t  a rgumen t ,  o r  conc lu s ion ,  tha t  I  have  d r aw n  f rom th e  d i s cus s ion  

r e la t e s  to  the  n a tu r e  o f  th e  conv en t ion a l  s oc ia l  s c i en ce  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  

s how s  he te rono rmat iv e  inc l ina t ion  to  the  ex t en t  th a t  i t  l e ads  to  a  

s ys temic  ou tcas t e  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  Th i s  s y s temi c  ou t cas te  

appear s  in  th e  fo rm o f  ‘ co e rced  inv i s ib i l i ty ’  and  w orks  to  s ub juga te  th e  

a l t e rn a te  l i f e s ty l e s  w h i le  a l s o  r e in fo rc ing  the  p r es umpt ions  o f  

he te rono rm at iv i ty .  Th i s  r e s u l t s  in  a  s e ve re  in ju s t i ce  f o r  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  w ho  f ind  i t  impos s ib l e  to  e xp res s  and  iden t i fy  thems e lves .  

This  i s  ‘ ou t  o f  bounds ’  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  becom e  a  

d i s t inc t  f o rm o f  in ju s t i ce  w h ich  i s  no t  f ound  in  cas e  o f  conven t iona l  

e thn ic  iden t i t i e s  s uch  as  cas te  o r  c l a s s .  A  r ev i s i t  t o  the  found a t iona l  

a s pec t s  o f  o u r  d i s cou r s e  b ecom es  nec es s a ry  in  o r d e r  to  r ev a l id a t e  ou r  

under s t and ing  and  es tab l i s h  the  r e l evanc e  o f  ou r  democr a t i c  idea l s .  

 

The  s econd  a rgumen t ,  o r  conc lu s io n ,  r e l a t e s  to  the  ana ly t i c a l  

under s t and ing  o f  a s pe c t s  o f  l i f e  a s -  ‘ pub l i c - p r iv a te - p e r s ona l ’  s pheres .  

Th i s  t r i cho tomi za t ion  o f  the  a s pe c t s  o f  l i f e  i s  ne ces s a ry  in  o rde r  to  

e s t ab l i s h  an  au tonomous  s phere  o f  in d iv idua l i ty  w h ich  i s  o the rw is e  

s u f foca ted  and  nega ted  by  the  s oc ia l  no rms .  The  conven t ion a l  

under s t and ing  o f  the  p u b l i c - p r iva te  d ich o tomy  i s  l im i ted  a s  i t  on ly  d ea l s  

w i th  the  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  a s pec t s  o f  ind iv i dua l  l i f e ,  and  l eaves  the  a s pe c t s  

o f  ind iv idua l i ty  una t t end ed .  S u ch  una t t ended  doma in  o f  ind iv idu a l i ty  

becomes  an  e as y  p r ey  to  the  ag g ran d i z i n g  domain  o f  s oc ia l  no rms .  The  

t r i cho to miz a t ion  o f  th e  pub l i c  and  p r iva t e  a s pec t s  o f  l i f e  he lp s  to  s ecu re  

the  mos t  s ac r ed  and  th e  mos t  fundam en t a l  a s pec t s  o f  human  s e l f .  
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The  th i rd  a rgu men t ,  o r  con c lu s ion ,  t a lk s  abou t  th e  s t r a t egy  pu r s ued  by  

the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  f o r  add r es s ing  t h e i r  con cerns .  Given  the  un ique  

s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  a  conven t ion a l  s t r a tegy  o f  

c la i ming  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  ju s t i ce  m igh t  b e  uns u i t ab l e  f o r  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  S inc e  th e  b as ic  p r emis e  o f  th e  con cerns  o f  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  l i e s  in  the  r ecogn i t ive  a s pec t s  o f  ju s t i ce ,  i t  i s  mor e  p laus ib le  

t o  r em ain  focus ed  on  s uch  as pec t s .  H ow ever ,  th e  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  as pe c t s  

a re  bound  to  a r i s e  in  s uch  p roces s  o f  r e i f i ca t ion  an d  r e cogn i t ion .  

 

Fo u r t h l y ,  t h e  s t a t e  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  

a l t e r n a te  s e x ua l i t i e s .  W i t h  t h e  f a i r l y  m a t u re  e x pe r i e nc e  o f  de m o c ra c y ,  t h e re  

h a s  e m e r ge d  a  d e g re e  o f  c o n sc i o u s n e s s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i t s e l f  w h i c h  f l o w s  t h r o u g h  

i t s  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  b e l i e f s .  T h i s  a u t o n o m o u s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  h a p p e n s  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e  d e m o c ra t i c  c o n ce r n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s .  T h u s ,  w h i l e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

s o c i a l  g r o u p s  m i g h t  b e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  s e x u a l i t i e s ,  i t  b e c o m e s  d i f f i c u l t  

f o r  t h e  s t a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  d e n y  t h e  v a l i d  d e m o c ra t i c  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  

s e x u a l i t i e s .  T h u s ,  e i t h e r  w i l l i n g l y  o r  un w i l l i n g l y ,  t h e  ‘ o u t  o f  b o u n d’  

s p a t i a l i t y  o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  s e x ua l i t i e s  i s  c ha n g e d  a n d  t he y  a r e  ac c o m m o d a te d  

i n t o  t h e  d e m o cr a t i c  f o l d  o f  t h e  p o l i t y .  T h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a cc o m m o d a t i o n  h e l p s  t he  

m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  a l t e r na t e  s e x ua l i t i e s  t o  a d v a n c e  f u r t h e r  i n  o t h e r  s p h e re s  o f  

d e m o c ra c y .  

 

I n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  m y  m a i n  c o n c e r n  i s  t o  u nc o v e r  t he  p o l i t i c s  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  

n o r m a t i v e  a n d  na t u ra l  c l a i m s  o f  t he  d o m i n a n t  h e t e r o n o r m a t i v e  d i s c o ur s e .  I t  

i s  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  t he  e s s e n t i a l  e xc l u s i v e  na t u r e  o f  t he  ca t e g o r i e s  w h ic h  a re  

m e a n t  t o  b e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n c l u s i o n .  I t  i s  t o  u n d e r s c or e  t h e  t o o l s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  

m a r g i n a l i za t i o n  o r  o t h e r n e s s  i s  e m p l o y e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  s e x ua l i t i e s ,  

t o o l s  w h i c h  I  c o n c e p t u a l i ze  a s  “ o u t  o f  b o un d s ”  a n d  “c o e r ce d  i n v i s i b i l i t y ” .  A  

c o n c e r n  i s  a l s o  t o  e m p h a s i ze  o n  c o m p l i m e n t i n g  a n y  d i s c u r s i v e  r e r e a d i n g  w i t h  

t h e  c i v i l - p o l i t i c a l  a n d  l e ga l  d i s c o u r se s .  M y  m o d e s t  a t t e m p t  i n  d o i n g  t h i s  i s  t o  

b e g i n  t o  o f f e r  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  a n d  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  a  b o r d e r l e s s  d e m oc r ac y ,  w h ic h  

I  c o n t e n d ,  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  ba s i s  f o r  a  m o re  j u s t  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  p o l i t i c s .   
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