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Chapter 1  

Out  of  Bounds  and the  Question  of  Coerced Invisibi l i ty  

 

1.1 Introducing the Study 
O ur  democra t i c  po l i ty  i s  a l l eged ly  mov i ng  tow ards  a  ma tu red  fo r m,  in  th e  

s ens e  tha t  th e r e  i s  a  w id en ing  o f  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  th e  d emocr a t i c  

p r inc ip l es  govern ing  th e  s oc i e ty .  H ow ev er ,  ou r  s oc ie ty  i s  s t i l l  r idd en  w i th  

in s tances  o f  inequ a l i t i e s  and  in ju s t i ces .  Thes e  inequa l i t i e s  and  in ju s t i c es  

f low  th rough  d i f f e r en t  s pheres  o f  the  s oc ie ty  and  a f f e c t  d i f f e r en t  g roups  in  

a  d i f f e r en t  m an n er .  The  un fo ld ing  o f  th e  democra t i c  p roc es s es ,  in  the  21 s t  

cen tu ry ,  h as  l ed  to  th e  r i s e  o f  s eve ra l  s o c ia l  g roups ,  w h i ch  as s e r t  th e i r  

democra t i c  c l a ims  aga in s t  th e  s t a t e  and  s o c ie ty .  Wh i le  s ome  g roups  a s p i r e  

fo r  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  ju s t i ce ,  o the r s  de man d  ju s t i ce  in  t e rms  o f  r ecogn i t i on .  

A nd  ye t ,  t he  demands  o f  s ome  s t an d  ou ts ide  the  boundar ies  o f  ma ins t r ea m  

concep tu a l  a cad e mic  d i s co u r s e  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  ou r  no rma t ive  ‘ l iv ed ’  r ea l i t i e s .   

 

The  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  appear  a s  a  cha l l enge  to  the  

conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  a t t emp t s  to  under s t and  th es e  concerns  

th rough  the  l ens  o f  a  he t e rono rma t ive  a s s u mp t io n .  A  majo r  hu rd le  w h i l e  

s tudy ing  the  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  t h i s  p r i s mat i c  

pe r s pec t iv e  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  f i l t e r s  ou r  v i s ion  to  v iew  an d  under s t and  

ev e r y th in g  th r o u g h  a  he t e rono rmat ive  f r ame  o f  r e f e r ence .  Thus ,  the  

s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  l a r ge ly  r ema ins  ‘ ou t  o f  bounds ’  o f  the  

conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s e .  Th i s  s tudy  s eek  to  under s t and  the  co n ce rn s  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  f r o m th i s  van tag e  o f  ou t  o f  bounds  an d  a t t emp t  to  

under s t and  th e  chang ing  dyna mics  o f  co n tempora ry  de mocra t i c  s oc ie ty .  I n  

th i s  a t t e mp t ,  th i s  s tudy  endeavour s  to  f ind  a  pedagog ica l  b r eak th rough  in  

the  fo rm o f  a  founda t iona l  c r i t ique  o f  th e  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  in  s uch  a  

w ay  tha t  the  acad emi c  ou tc as te  o f  t he  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  m ay  be  

add res s ed .  Wh i le  th i s  ep i s t e mo log i ca l  p u r s u i t  ho ld s  the  po ten t i a l  to  b r in g  
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ju s t i ce  to  th e  popu la t ion  o f  a l t e rn a te  s ex u a l i t i e s ,  i t  a l s o  add res s es  an  

impor tan t  gap  in  the  co n v en t io n a l  d i s co u r s e .  

 

The  ma in  con cern  o f  my  s tudy  i s  to  ad d res s  the  i s s ues  o f  exc lu s ion  and  

in ju s t i c e  exper i enced  by  the  a l t e r n a te  s exua l i t i e s .  S uch  exc lu s ion  and  

in ju s t i c e ,  I  be l i ev e ,  i s  a  caus e  o f  the i r  s t e r eo type  and  s ys tem ic  ou t cas te .  

The  a im o f  my  s tudy  i s  to  under s t and  the  na tu r e  o f  th e  in ju s t i c e  done  to  th e  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  an d  p ropos e  s om ew hat  p r e l imin ary  pos s ib le  s o lu t ions ,  

a t  the  ph i lo s oph ic a l  a s  w e l l  a s  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  l eve l s .  The  co n ce rn s  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  v iew ed  as  un jus t i f i ed  b y  the  he t e ro no rma t ive  

majo r i ty .  H ow ever ,  an  enqu i ry  in to  the  n a tu r e  o f  th es e  concerns  acqua in t s  

u s  w i th  the  s ev er i ty  o f  the  i s s u e .  Th e  in ju s t i ce  don e  to  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s  i s  no t  on ly  a t  a  s oc io - po l i t i co - econo mic  l eve l ,  bu t  a l s o  a t  a  

ph i lo s oph ica l  l eve l .  Th i s  mak es  the  i s s u es  u rgen t  bo th  f ro m an  ac adem ic  as  

w el l  a s  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  po in t  o f  v i ew .  

 

I n  do ing  s o ,  I  under s t and  the  in ju s t i ce  m e ted  ou t  to  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a s  

e s s en t i a l ly  fo u n d a t io n a l ,  w h ich  in  tu rn  r eq u i r e s  a  f ound a t ion a l  c r i t iqu e  o f  

bo th  s oc ie ta l  and  acad emi c  d i s cou r s es .  M y  s tudy  a ims  to  add res s  the  

concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s 1 w ho ,  I  be l i ev e ,  s u f f e r  f r om s ys tem ic  

ou tcas te  and  an  ac adem ic  neg l ec t .  I t  w o u ld  be  impor tan t  to  beg in  by  

c la r i f y ing  the  conc ep tua l  t e r r a in  and  t e r mino logy  w h i ch  I  hav e  w orked  ou t  

and  adop ted  in  my  s tudy  and  e labo ra te  t he  ques t ions  I  s eek  to  add res s .   

 

In  th i s  s tudy ,  I  have  a t t e mp ted  to  und er s tand  the  concerns  o f  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  b y  emp loy ing  tw o  concep tu a l  a rgumen ts :  f i r s t ,  w ha t  I  ca l l ,  ‘ ou t  

o f  bounds ;  an d  s econd  i s  w ha t  I  r e f e r  to  a s  “coerced  i nv i s ib i l i ty” .  Th rough  

a  s y s temi c  ‘ co e rced  i nv i s ib i l i ty ’ ,  eman a t ing  f rom  th e  s t ruc tu r es  o f  th e  s t a t e  

as  w e l l  a s  th e  s oc ie ty ,  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  have  be en  fo rc ed  to  s upp res s  

t he i r  iden t i ty .  Th i s  r e s u l t s  in  a  g r av e  in ju s t i ce .  Co mpl i men t ing  th i s  

s upp res s ion  o r  inv i s ib i l i ty  i s  the  po l i t i c s  o f  a  d i s t inc t  s pa t i a l i ty  oc cup ied  
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by  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  w i th in  ou r  s oc ie ty  a s  w e l l  a s  d i s cou r s es ,  w h ich  

r ender  them “ou t  o f  bounds ” .  I  u s e  thes e  tw o  concep tua l  a rgumen ts  to  he lp  

ex p la in  th e  o u tcas t e  and  neg le c t  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  Th e r e  i s  a  need  

to  in s pec t  th i s  co e rced  inv i s ib i l i ty  a s  w e l l  a s  ou t  o f  bounds  s t a tu s ,  and  the  

r eas ons  beh ind  i t ,  b e caus e  i t  i s  w ha t  r e s t r i c t s  th e  concerns  o f  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  f rom be ing  acc ep ted  by  the  c onven t iona l  d i s cou r s e .   

 

From th i s  p e r s p ec t iv e ,  my  s tudy  m ark s  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  a s  an  

impor tan t  cons t i tuen t  o f  the  s uba l t e rn  s tud ies .  The  in ju s t i ces  done  to  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  r ange  f rom  ex i s t en t i a l  i s s ues  to  d i s t r ibu t ive  conce rns .  

This  w ho le  g amu t  o f  i s s ues  marks  the  w id e r  s ub jec t  o f  my  r es ea r ch .  M y  

a t t en t ion  to  th e  nuanc es  o f  the  concern s  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  does  

no t ,  i n  any  s en s e ,  s eek  to  und ermin e  th e  s ig n i f i can ce  o f  the  co n ce rn s  o f  the  

o ther  e thn ic  i s s ues  bu t  h igh l igh t  the  l ap s es  in  ou r  ep i s t em ic  pa r ad igms .  

 

I t  i s  a l s o  impor tan t  to  h igh l igh t  tha t  my  p r imary  r e f e r ence  w h i le  d i s cus s ing  

the  na tu r e  o f  s oc ie ty  and  s t a t e  i s  a  democracy  w i th  a  f a i r ly  open  pub l i c  

s phere .  O ne  o f  the  goa l s  s ough t  to  be  ach iev ed  th rough  my  s tu dy  i s  to  

add res s  the  s t e r eo typ ica l  po r t r aya l  o f  t he  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  w i th in  ou r  

d i s cou r s es  a s  w e l l  a s  d emo cra t i c  s t r u c tu r es .  A l though ,  s e t t ing  up  s uch  g o a l s  

i s  an  over t ly - amb i t ious  exe rc i s e ,  s uch  a t t emp t  w ou ld  in i t i a t e  a  p roc es s  o f  

in te r roga t ion  o f  s o me  o f  the  ce l eb ra t ed  a s p ec t s  o f  ou r  po l i t i c a l  d i s cou r s es  

s uch  as -  democracy  and  i t s  f ounda t ion a l  va lues ,  th e  pub l i c - p r iv a te  r e a lms  

and  i s s ues  o f  ju s t i ce .  Whi le  the  ach i evemen t  o f  concre te  po l i cy  and  

ideo log i ca l  change  migh t  s t i l l  be  a  d i s t an t  goa l ,  i t  i s  ce r t a in  th a t  th e  p roces s  

o f  in te r roga t ion  w h i ch  I  mod es t ly  a t t e m p t  in  th i s  s tu d y  w ou ld  I  hope  r e s u l t  

i n  a  be t t e r  under s t and ing  o f  s eve ra l  con cep t s  and  co n ce rn s .  

 

The  ex i s t enc e  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  a mids t  the  h e te rono r mat ive  

cons t ruc t s ,  r ema in s  a  co nd i t iona l  a f f a i r .  A t  the  ind iv idu a l - l eve l ,  t h es e  

g roups  and  in d iv id u a l s  a r e  fo r c ed  to  neg a te  the i r  ow n  s e l f ,  and  a t  the  s o c io -
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po l i t i ca l  l eve l ,  t h ey  a r e  mad e  non - ex i s t e n t  in  the i r  c apac i ty  a s  an  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i ty .  A cc ep tan ce  and  pa r t i c ipa t io n  a r e  o f f e r ed  w i th  a  p rov i s o  o f  

s upp res s ing  any  t r a i t  o f  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i ty .  Wh i le  the r e  h ave  be en  s o me  

w orks  done  in  th e  f i e ld  o f  p s ycho ana ly s i s  to  a s s es s  and  eva lua t e  th e  i mpac t  

o f  he te rono rm at iv i ty  o n  the  pe r cep t ion  o f  the  s e l f  b y  a  quee r  p e r s on , 2 s uch  

s tud ies  f a i l  t o  make  mu ch  imp ac t  in  t he  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s e  due  to  the i r  

he te rono rm at iv e  p r es umpt ions  and  r e f e r ences .  Th e  p r imary  f r ame  o f  

r e f e r ence ,  f o r  ou r  d i s cou r s es ,  r e mains  con f ined  to  th e  he te rono r mat ive  

cons t ruc t s ,  w h ich  l i mi t  the  s cope  and  co nc lu s ions  o f  any  s tud y  under taken  

t o  add res s  the  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  

 

Thes e  l i mi t a t ions  o f  v i s io n  and  under s t and ing  mak e  the  cas e  o f  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s  w o r th y  o f  s tudy .  Th e  conc erns  o f  th e  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  

permea te  th rough  the  po l i t i ca l - s oc ia l - cu l tu r a l - econo mic  a s pec t s  o f  th e  

s oc ie ty .  H ow ever ,  the  r ed res s a l  to  the s e  concerns  does  n o t  l i e  in  the  

r ed i s t r ibu t ion  o f  r e s ou rces  a lone .  Ra the r ,  the  r ed res s a l  to  th e  concerns  o f  

the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  l i e s  more  on  a  r ecogn i t ive  p a th  o f  ju s t i ce  w her e in  

the  ch a l l eng e  l i e s  in  ex tend ing  the  no r mat iv e  f ron t i e r s  o f  the  s oc ie ty  in  

s uch  a  m anner  tha t  the  a l t e rna t e  s e xua l i t i e s  m ay  be  acco mmoda ted  

r es pec t fu l ly .  Th i s  w o u ld  r equ i r e  a  th o r o u g h  engagem en t  w i th  the  

con tempor a ry  d i s cou r s e ,  w h i ch  in  tu rn  w ou ld  en t a i l  a  r ev i s ion  o f  

under s t and ing  o f  th e  fo u n d a t io n a l  a s pe c t s  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s es  l i k e  the  id ea  o f  

l ibe r ty ,  equa l i ty ,  and  mo r a l  w or th  o f  ind iv idua l .  I t  cou ld  a l s o  be  s ugges t ed  

tha t  the  i s s ues  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  do  n o t  s eek  to  am end  th e  

procedu ra l  a s pe c t s  o f  demo cracy  as  much  as  i t  s eeks  to  r ev i s e  the  

s ubs tan t ive  a s p e c t s  o f  demo cracy .  

 

M y  s tudy  a t t emp ts  to  f in d  a  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  a  democra t i c  end  to  th e  s t e r eo type  

and  s ub juga t ion  o f  the  s ec t ions  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  i s  pos s ib le  

w hen  the  s oc ie ty  w ou ld  ac commod a te  th e  equ a l  r igh t s  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  S uch  r ecogn i t ion  w o u ld  ma ke  obs o le te  the  ve ry  ca t ego ry  o f  
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s exua l i ty  a s  a  s ub juga ted  id en t i ty ,  l ead i ng  tow ards  an  end  o f  a  s y s tem o f  

neg lec t  and  s ub juga t ion .  Th e  pu rpos e  o f  democra cy  w ou ld  be  s e rved  

th rough  s uch  ex erc i s e  a s  i t  w ou ld  l ea d  tow ards  an  open  and  mu tua l ly  

de l ibe r a t iv e  s pace ,  w h ich  w ou ld  t r an s cend  the  l im i ta t ions  o f  s exua l  

o r i en ta t ion  an d  g ender  iden t i ty  (S O GI ) .  S u ch  a  concep t ion  o f  a  de mocra cy  

in s p i r es  tow ards  an  idea l - type  d emocr ac y  w h ich  does  no t  r a i s e  bo rd er s  bu t  

s ow s  the  s eeds  o f  a  co l l abo ra t ive  cu l tu r e .   

 

Befo re  indu lg ing  in to  th e  ep i s t em ic  camp a ig n  o f  und er s t and ing  and  

add res s ing  the  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rn a t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  i t  i s  imper a t iv e  to  

c la r i fy  the  g o a l s  and  co n cep tu a l  concern s  tha t  de f ine  the  f r am ew ork  o f  my  

r es ea r ch .  To  beg in  w i th ,  th e  t i t l e  o f  th e  s tudy  i t s e l f  h igh l igh t  tw o  m a jo r  

i s s ues :  ‘ D em ocr acy ’  an d  ‘ Al ter na te  S exu a l i t i e s ’ .  The  t i t l e  p ropos es  to  b u i ld  

an  under s tand ing  o f  a  ‘bo rder les s  democracy ’ 3 i n  the  s ens e  tha t  i s  more  

concep tu a l .  A  bo rder l e s s  democr acy  imp l ies  a  d emocr a t i c  cu l tu r e  d evo id  o f  

ba r r i e r s  o f  ex c lu s io n  an d  neg lec t .  Whi le  i t  migh t  s o u n d  to  be  an  ide a l - typ e  

s i tua t ion  bu t  the  con te mpora ry  d emo cr ac ie s  s t r ive  to w ar d s  s uch  s t a t e .  S uch  

concep t ion  o f  a  d emocr a t i c  s o c i e ty  h as  been  ea r l i e r  con t emp la ted  by  

d i f f e r en t  th inker s  in  d i f f e r en t  f o r ms .  I  have  a t t emp ted  to  o f f e r  a  d i f f e r en t  

pe r s pec t iv e  to  th i s  de mocra t i c  idea l  b y  t r y ing  to  b r idge  a  f ew  g aps  in  

ex i s t ing  d i s cou r s e .  

 

N ex t ,  the  p r imary  s ub je c t  o f  my  s tud y  i s  the  co l l ec t iv i ty  o f  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s .  A ga in ,  the  cho ice  o f  the  t e r m  i s  ca r e fu l ly  done  to  inc lud e  the  

mul t i f a r ious  g roups  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s ,  and  avo id  l imi ta t ion  o f  the  

under s tand ing  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  to  the  LGB TQ I 4 g roup  a lone .  Wi th  

an  aw aken ing  abou t  the  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  t he r e  has  be en  

a  change  in  th e  w ay  thes e  g roups  a r e  s een  and  under s tood .  Th e  

con tempor a ry  under s tand ing  o f  th e  a l t e r na te  s exua l i t i e s  has  g row n  f rom a  

paroch ia l  v i ew  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a s  homos exua l  ind iv idua l s  to  a  

ka le idos cop ic  un ive r s e  o f  a l t e rna t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  Th i s  un ive r s e  o f  a l t e rna te  
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s exua l i t i e s  a s s imi l a t e s  d i f f e r en t  t r ans - g en d e r  iden t i t i e s ,  q u ee r ,  a s exua l  

ind iv idua l s  an d  s evera l  o the r  s e l f - pe r c e ived  gender  iden t i t i e s  w h ich  f a l l  

ou t s ide  the  conven t iona l  under s t and ing  o f  the  he te rono rmat iv e  s oc ie ty . 5 

The  u s e  o f  the  t e rm ‘ a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s ’  a l s o  cap tu r es  the  d y n am ic  na tu r e  

o f  thes e  g roups  and  iden t i f i e s  the  pos s ib le  f lu id i ty  o f  iden t i t i e s  th a t  a  

per s on  migh t  exper i ence  ov er  t ime  an d  s pace .  Th e  u s age  o f  the  t e rm  

‘ a l t e rn a te ’  s u i t ab ly  d ep ic t s  th e  s upp res s ed  and  s id e l in ed  s t a tu s  o f  th es e  

g roups  a s  i t  po r t r ays  th e  inheren t  uncon ven t iona l  t r a i t  a s s oc ia t ed  w i th  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .   

 

The  s t a t ed  p u rp o s e  o f  add r es s ing  the  co ncerns  o f  th e  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  

r equ i r es  de f in ing  th e  conc erns  and  in t e r es t s  o f  s uch  g roups .  Thus ,  the  

p ro jec t  o f  d i f fu s ion  o f  th e  ba r r i e r s  o f  d i s c r imina t ion  w ou ld  f i r s t  r equ i r e  a  

s t r a tegy  o f  r e i f i ca t ion  o f  queer  id en t i ty .  S uch  r e i f i ca t ion  i s  nec es s a ry  in  

o r d e r  to  b r ing  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  w i th in  th e  amb i t  o f  democra t i c  

de l ibe r a t ion .  Whi le  s uch  s t r a t egy  m igh t  ap p ea r  to  b e  fu l l  o f  p a r adoxes  and  

i r on ies ,  i t  i s ,  I  s omehow  f ee l ,  t h e  on ly  p r ac t i ca l  w ay  av a i l ab le .  

 

The  t r a j e c to ry  o f  the  s oc ia l  a c t iv i s m  by  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  s hou ld  

invar i ab ly  fo l lo w  a  d emo cr a t i c  pa th ,  l e s t  i t  s hou ld  mee t  de ad locks  and  

s upp res s ions .  D emocracy  h as  now  b ecome  a  un ive r s a l ly  a ccep t ab le  

pa r ad igm  o f  human  s oc ie ty . 6 Th rough  va r ious  movemen ts  and  r evo lu t ions ,  

the  democr a t i c  ideas  have  be en  t r i ed  a nd  t e s t ed  w i th  s evera l  co lo r s  and  

s hades .  The  democr a t i c  t r ad i t ions  have  a l s o  r e s ponded  w e l l  to  th e  chang ing  

t imes  and  go t  tho rough ly  en mes hed  w i th  d i f f e r en t  ide as  s uch  as -  s oc ia l i s m,  

l i be r a l i s m  an d  modern - day  m ix ed  e c onomies .  The  un fo ld ing  o f  the  

democra t i c  u n d e r s t an d in g  c an  be  s een  in  o u r  po l i t i ca l ,  e conomi c ,  s oc ia l  and  

even  cu l tu r a l  a s pec t s  o f  l i f e .  Fo r  thes e  r e as ons ,  th inker s  l ike  Fukuy ama  and  

Fras e r  have  a ccep ted  the  over a r ch ing  v i c to ry  o f  the  democr a t i c  pa rad ig m  

i n  co n te mp o r a r y  w or ld . 7 H ow ever ,  an  a t t e mp t  to  exp lo re  th e  me an s  and  w ays  

to  add res s  an  i s s ue  u n d e r  de mocra t i c  p a r ad igm  s h o u ld  f i r s t  s t a r t  w i th  a  
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r ev i s i t  t o  th e  und er ly ing  va lu es  o f  s uch  p a r ad ig m.  Thus ,  a  s ig n i f i can t  pa r t  

o f  my  r es ea r ch  i s  ded ica ted  to  th e  in t ro s pec t ion  o f  the  f ounda t iona l  v a lues  

o f  a  democr acy  and  under s t and ing  th e  m ean ing  o f  s u ch  id ea l s .  

 

Whi le  t r y ing  to  under s t and  th e  n a tu r e  o f  d emo cr a cy  as  a  gu id ing  pa rad ig m,  

i t  i s  impor tan t  to  under s tand  the  under l y ing  s e t  o f  p r inc ip les ,  va lues  and  

pres umpt ions .  The  founda t i ona l  idea l s  o f  a  democra cy  a r e  the  v a lues  o f -  

l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty .  Thes e  v a lu es ,  in  tu rn ,  ce leb r a te  the  id ea  o f  an  

au tonomous  s e l f ,  f r ee - w i l l  and  an  equ a l  mor a l  w o r th  o f  an  ind iv idua l .  

M ichae l  S ande l  has  ou t l ined  th e  na tu re  o f  s uch  a  r eg ime  in  t e rms  o f  an  

agg rega t ion  o f  f r ee  and  equa l  ind iv idu a l s  l iv ing  in  an  o rgan i zed  s oc i e ty  and  

capab l e  o f  ch o o s in g  w ha t  i s  b es t  f o r  o n es e l f . 8  H ow ever ,  S ande l  a l s o  

h igh l igh t s  the  ex i s t en ce  o f  the  no r mat i ve  s t ruc tu r es  o f  the  s oc ie ty  w h ich  

of ten  have  a  d ec i s iv e  imp ac t  on  the  ind i v idua l s .  Th i s  f r a mew ork  o f  no rms  

of ten  s e t s  the  cho i ces  be fo r e  u s  and  m ar ks  the  t e r r i to ry  beyond  w h ich  l i e s  

the  doma in  o f  unac cep tab le  beh av io r  and  conduc t .  Th e  cha l l enge  b e fo re  th e  

con tempor a ry  d i s cou r s e  i s  to  r e s p o n d  to  the  concerns  o f  th e  g roups  w ho 

f ind  thems e lves  beyond  the  t e r r i to ry  o f  accep t ab le  conduc t .  Th i s  tu s s l e  

be tw een  the  ind iv idu a l  cho ice  and  s oc i a l  no rms  ge t s  t r ans l a ted  in to  the  

ce leb r a ted  ‘pub l i c - pr iva t e ’  d i cho tomy  w h ich  i s  ye t  ano the r  co n cep tu a l  too l  

to  under s t and  th e  conc erns  o f  th e  neg l ec ted  g roups .  

 

There  have  be en  s evera l  deb a tes  and  d e l ib e r a t io n s  over  the  l eg i t ima te  

ex ten t  o f  con t ro l  over  the  p r iva t e  a f f a i r s  o f  ind iv idua l  l i f e .  Th e  pub l i c -

pr iva te  d icho to my  i s  inde ed  a  ce leb ra ted  a s pec t  o f  th e  democr a t i c  pa rad igm.  

The  l ib e r a l  s ch o o l  has  a lw ays  s een  the  p r iva te  s pher e  a s  tha t  s ac r ed  as pec t  

o f  l i f e  w here  the  s t a t e  and  s oc ie ty  s h ou ld  no t  in t e r f e r e .  H ow ever ,  the  

compar t men t a l i za t ion  o f  the  pub l i c - p r iv a te  a s pec t s  o f  ind iv idua l  l i f e  co u ld  

never  be  abs o lu te  a s  th e r e  i s  a lw ays  s ome  deg ree  o f  over l ap  be tw een  the  

tw o . 9 The  f r ee  w i l l  o f  ind iv idu a l  i s  o f t en  s ub juga ted  under  th e  d ic ta t e s  o f  
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the  pub l i c  op in ion  and  t r ad i t ion .  The  tu s s l e  be tw een  the  pub l i c  and  p r iva te  

o f t en  r em ained  un ans w ered .  

 

A no the r  d imens ion  w h i ch  r equ i r es  a t t e n t ion  i s  th e  t en den cy  to  c l a s s i fy  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  a s  a  d i s t inc t  mino r i ty .  H ow ever ,  a  r e f e r ence  to  th e  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a s  a  ‘m ino r i ty ’  r equ i r es  s ome  in t ro s pec t ion  and  

r ev i s ion .  When  co mpared  to  the  o the r  mi no r i ty  g roups  bas ed  on  c las s ,  ca s t e  

r ace  o r  even  b io log ica l - s ex ,  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  a r e  n o t  a  cohes iv e  

g roup ,  and  a r e  d i s pe r s ed  th roughou t  the  s o c ie ty ,  in t e rm es h ed  w i th  va r ious  

o ther  e thn i c  iden t i t i e s .  The  queer  iden t i t y  o f  an  ind iv idua l  i s  o f t en  b lu r r ed  

w hen  co inc id ing  w i th  o the r  e thn ic  iden t i t i e s ,  s uch  a s  cas te  o r  c l a s s . 10 Wh i le  

the  doma in  o f  one’ s  s exua l i ty  i s  cons ide red  a s  a  p r iv a te  a f f a i r ,  i t  i s ,  a t  th e  

s ame  t i me ,  p u t  und er  ‘ an  a r en a  o f  cons t an t  s u rve i l l anc e  and  con t ro l…  and  

po l iced  by  a  l a rge  r ang e  o f  r e l ig i ous ,  med ica l ,  l ega l  and  s oc ia l  

i n s t i tu t io ns . ’ 11 The  na tu r e  o f  in ju s t i c e  and  s ub juga t ion  done  to  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  i s  d i f f e r en t  f r o m th e  c as e  o f  o the r  e thn ic i t i e s .  Th i s  m igh t  be  

becaus e  o f  th e  d i s t inc t  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e r n a te  s ex u a l i t i e s  in  ou r  s o c ia l  

d i s cou r s es .  Th e  na tu r e  o f  s exu a l i t y  a s  an  id en t i ty  i s  h igh ly  f lu id  and  s ub jec t  

to  change  w i th  t i me  and  s pa ce .  Th i s  makes  i t  a  comp lex  a f f a i r  f o r  th e  

no rmat iv e  s t ruc tu r es  o f  s oc ie ty  w h ich  th en  s imp ly  ou tc as tes  the  beh av io r s  

tha t  f a l l  ou t s id e  the  h e te rono r mat ive  t e r r a in .  Thus ,  a s  a  s ub je c t  o f  enqu i ry ,  

the  i s s ues  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  mad e  non - ex i s t en t  f o r  th e  s o c ia l  

d i s cou r s es ;  b u t  w hen  i t  co mes  to  th e  l ive d  exper ien ces ,  the  s u b ju g a t io n  and  

ou tcas te  b ecom es  man i f es t ed  in  th e  mos t  b ru ta l  w ays .  

 

I t  i s  impor tan t  to  r ema in  indu lged  in  the  he rmeneu t i c  ac t  o f  r ede f in ing  the  

democra t i c  p r in c ip le s  and  va lu es  to  ma t ch  to  the  ch an g in g  ne eds  o f  t ime .  

H ow ever ,  the r e  app ear s  to  b e  a  t enden c y ,  w i th in  o u r  d i s cou r s es ,  to  ac cep t  

the  es t ab l i s hed  in t e rp re t a t ions  o f  the  p r i nc ip les  and  va lues .  S uch  t end ency  

of ten  r es u l t s  in  uns u i t ab le  in f e r en ces  and  judge men ts .  A  he r meneu t i c  

under s t and ing  o f  the  d emo cr a t i c  p r in c ip les  and  v a lues  ne eds  to  b e  done  in  
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the  con tex t  o f  the  evo lv ing  na tu r e  o f  the  h u man  s oc ie ty .  S uch  ac t  o f  r ev i s ion  

i s  n eces s a r y  b ecaus e  o f  ou r  chang i ng  pe r s pec t ive  tow ards  th e  w or ld .  I t  i s  

l a rge ly  a  r e s u l t  o f  th i s  ch ange  in  pe r s pe c t ive  th a t  th e  s ec t ions  w h ich  h ave  

been  h i th e r to  cons id e red  a s  under s e rv in g  o f  equa l  t r ea tm en t  a r e  now  s een  

a t  p a r  w i th  o th e r  g roups  and  t r ea t ed  a s  e qua l  memb er s  o f  s oc ie ty .  Th i s  a l s o  

s ugges t s  tha t  the  un fo ld ing  o f  the  de mocracy  t akes  p lac e  th rough  the  

r ev i s ion  o f  i t s  f ound ing  id ea l s  and  p r oces s es .  Th u s ,  a  chu rn ing  o f  the  

under s t and ing  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e  i s  e s s en t i a l  f o r  a  p o s i t iv e  ad v an c emen t  o f  

ou r  s oc ie ty .   

 

The  con t empora ry  und er s t and ing  o f  d e mocracy  f in d s  the  app l i c a t ion  o f  

democra t i c  p r inc ip l es  in  the  s oc ia l ,  cu l tu r a l ,  eco n o mic  and  po l i t i ca l  

s pheres .  Ra the r  than  d es c r ib in g  demo cra cy  mere ly  a s  a  f o rm o f  in s t i tu t iona l  

ar r angem en t ,  th e  con tempor a ry  d i s cou r s e  v iew s  i t  a s  an  evo lv ing  conc ep t .  

Gutm an  and  Thomps on  emphas i ze  upon ,  w h a t  they  r e f e r  to  a s ,  de l ibe r a t ive  

democra cy  a s  a  dynam ic  p roc es s  w here  ev e r y  dec i s ion  i s  p ro v i s io n a l  and  

‘open  t o  cha l l enge  a t  s ome  po in t  o f  t i m e  in  fu tu r e . ’ 12 Le fo r t ,  on  th e  o th e r  

hand ,  has  d es c r ib ed  de mocra cy  as  ‘ a n  emp ty  p la ce ’  w h ich  canno t  be  

comprehend ed  in  s t a t i c  t e rms .  H e  v iew ed  i t  a s  an  eve r - evo lv ing  conc ep t  

w h ich  i s  ac commod a t ing  in  n a tu r e . 13 Th e  dynamis m  o f  th e  democr a t i c  

t r ad i t ion  has  been  s i mi l a r ly  r e cogn ized  b y  Fras e r  w h en  s he  co n cep tu a l i zes  

the  id ea  o f  a  ‘ r ad ica l  de mocra cy ’  w h ic h  i s  bas ed  on  p lu r a l i ty  o f  pub l i c  

s pheres  and  an  on - go ing  p roces s  o f  de l ibe r a t ion  b e tw een  s uch  s ub - pub l i c  

s phere s . 14 

 

The  expand ing  p ro j ec t  o f  demo cra t i za t ion  i s  l e ad ing  to  a  s pu r t  in  th e  

democra t i c  ac t iv i s m  b y  d i f f e r en t  s oc ia l  g roups .  The  s uba l t e rn  s choo l  h as  

emerged  as  a  f i e ld  w h ich  s pec i a l i zes  in  s tudy ing  the  a c t iv i s m  o f  s upp res s ed  

and  s ubo rd ina ted  g roups .  Th e  cas e  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  i s  a  d i s t inc t  

exampl e  o f  s uch  ac t iv i s m  as  i t  has  r ep e rcu s s io n s  fo r  th e  democra t i c  

p roces s es  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  d i s cou r s es .  Th e  i s s u es  r a i s ed  by  th e  que er  po l i t i c s  
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have  impor tan t  l eads  fo r  ou r  und er s t and ing  o f  conc ep tua l  i s s ues  l ike  

l ibe r ty ,  equ a l i ty  and  mo ra l  w or th  o f  ind iv idua l s .  I n  f ac t ,  J agos e  has  r e f e r r ed  

to  th e  ‘ queer ’  a s  a  ‘ zone  o f  pos s ib i l i t i e s ’  w h ich  have  no t  ye t  b e en  r e a l i zed . 15 

H ow ever ,  th i s  unexp lo red  r ea l i ty  i s  no t  a l lo w ed  to  come  to  th e  fo r e  u n d e r  

the  he te rono rm at iv e  d i s cou r s e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  no t  

a l low ed  to  r ea l i ze  and  exp res s  the  id ea  o f  s e l fhood  o r  pe r s onhood .  

 

The  21 s t  cen tu ry  has  w i tn es s ed  an  ups u rge  o f  the  LGB TQ I  mo v em en t s ,  i n  

Ind ia  and  the  w or ld . 16 The  p rog res s ion  o f  the  movemen t  has  ag a in  p r es en ted  

an  in t e r es t ing  cas e  o f  c iv i l  s oc i e ty  a c t iv i s m,  w here in ,  th e  que er  g roups  have  

been  ab l e  to  a r t i cu la t e  s ome  ch an g es  a t  the  po l i t i co - l ega l  l eve l ,  be fo re  

exper ien c ing  s im i la r  r e fo rms  a t  the  s o c io - cu l tu r a l  p la in .  Th i s  migh t  be  

pa r t i a l ly  bec aus e  o f  th e  p roac t ive  ro l e  o f  the  s t a t e ,  w h ich  has  r e mained  

in s t rumen t a l  in  upho ld ing  th e  de mo cra t i c  c l a i ms  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  Th e  cas e  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s ex ua l i t i e s  p r es en t s  a  p ecu l i a r  cas e  o f  

‘ top - dow n’  f l o w  o f  change ,  w here in  the  p roces s  o f  r e fo rm i s  t ak ing  p la ce  

th rough  the  s pons o r s h ip  o f  the  s t a t e  r a t he r  than  be ing  pus hed  th rough  the  

s oc ie ta l  bas e .  The  l a s t  f ew  ye a r s  have  i ndeed  b rough t  s om e  m i les tones  fo r  

the  que er  a c t iv i s m  in  I n d ia .  Whi le  the  S t a te  s e ems  to  have  s t a r t ed  to  ac cep t  

the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  th e  th i rd  s ex , 17 t h e  s c r app ing  o f  the  d r acon ian  S ec t ion  

377 18 i s  a l s o  a  w e l come  change .  The  ac t i v i s m  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s ,  

how ever ,  needs  to  r em ain  innova t iv e  an d  p roac t ive ,  in  o rde r  to  p r es s  the i r  

c l a i ms  fo r  d emo cra t i c  inc lu s ion  and  ju s t i ce .  W i th  the  do ing - aw ay  o f  the  

in s t i tu t iona l  s t e r eo typ ing  ( a t  l eas t  to  s ome  ex t en t  in  t e rms  o f  l aw ) ,  the  nex t  

and  b igger  cha l l enge  i s  to  e f f ec t  a  chang e  a t  the  s oc io - cu l tu r a l  f ab r i c  o f  the  

s oc ie ty .  The  qu eer  g roups  s ee m to  be  d o ing  r igh t  in  no t  pu t t ing  fo cus  on  

th e  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  c l a ims  a t  th e  momen t 19.  The  fu tu r e ,  how ever ,  f o r  th es e  

movemen ts  d o es  en t a i l  an  as s e r t ion  fo r  r ede f in ing  the  de f in i t ions  o f  the  

s oc ia l  cons t ruc t s  l ike -  f a mi ly ,  w h ich  mig h t  in te r es t ing ly  b r ing  in  the  s econd  

w ave  o f  the  r igh t s  f o r  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .   
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Whi le  thes e  p i ece mea l  r e fo rms  migh t  ap pear  to  be  h av ing  a  s m al l  impa c t ,  

t he  t r a j ec to ry  o f  the  ch an g e  c e r t a in ly  ap pear s  to  be  mov ing  to w ard s  a  s t ag e  

o f  de l ibe r a t ive  de mocra t i c .  Gu tm an  a nd  Thomps on  have  d i s cus s ed  the  

na tu r e  o f  de l ibe r a t ive  de mocra cy  in  t e r ms  o f  an  ex p an s iv e  po ten t i a l  w i th  

r ega rd  to  w ho  i s  inc lud ed  in  th e  p ro ces s  o f  d e l ib e r a t io n . 20 When  the  

t r a j e c to ry  o f  the  queer  move men t  i s  s tud ied  in  t e rms  o f  democra t i c  

proces s es ,  i t  ce r t a in ly  h in t s  tow ards  a  d eepen ing  o f  d emocra cy .  
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1.2 Understanding the Bases of Conventional Social Discourse 

 

The  pu rpos e  o f  my  s tu d y  i s  to  under s t and  and  u n co v e r  the  mu l t i f a r ious  

in ju s t i c es  done  to  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s ,  and  to  a r r ive  a t  a  pos s ib le  

s t r a t egy  to  ad d res s  th es e  in ju s t i c es .  Bu t  i n  o rde r  to  do  s o ,  i t  i s  p e r t in en t  to  

deve lop  an  under s t and ing  o f  th e  na tu r e  o f  the  d i s co u r s es  and  t r ac e  the  

s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  w i th in  the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es .  A ny 

s oc ia l  s c i ence  d i s cou r s e  ca r r i e s  a  s e t  o f  va lues  an d  p r es umpt ions  a t  i t s  

f ounda t ions  w h ich  s hap e  i t s  f r amew o r k .  A n  inqu i ry  in to  th e  na tu r e  o f  

d i s cou r s es  s h o u ld  ind i s pens ab ly  t ake  i n to  cons ide ra t ion  s uch  v a lues  and  

p r es umpt ions  th a t  co n s t i tu t e  th e  p r emis e  o f  the  d i s cou r s e .  Th es e  

founda t iona l  p r es umpt ions  o f t en  c aus e  a  no rmat ive  in c l in a t ion  o f  the  

d i s cou r s e ,  and  c r ea tes  a  cond i t ion  o f  ce ter i s  par ib us , 21 w here in  th e  s e t  o f  

p r es umpt ions  beco mes  a  p r i s m th rough  w h ich  a l l  s o c ia l  f ac t s  a r e  f i l t e r ed .  

Y oung  iden t i f i e s  s uch  s t an ce  o f  the  d i s cou r s es  a s  ‘pos i t iv i s m  o f  po l i t i ca l  

t heo ry ’  and  ho ld s  i t  gu i l ty  o f  a s s umin g  ‘ s amenes s  ove r  s p ec i f i c i ty  and  

d i f f e r enc e . ’ 22 H ow ever ,  s uch  p res umpt io n  becomes  a  p rob lem at i c  f o r  the  

d i s cou r s e  a s  i t  f ixa tes  the  founda t iona l  p r emis e  to  a  ce r t a in  pe r s pec t ive  

w h ich  i s  r emoved  f rom the  eye  o f  s c ru t iny .  O ur  d i s cou r s e  ough t  t o  be  

neces s a r i ly  b u i l t  ov e r  th e  cond i t ions  o f  m uta t i s  m u tand i s  r a th e r  th an  ce t er i s  

par ibus . 23 A  r ev i s ionary  s t ance  a l low s  fo r  the  d i s cou r s es  to  adap t  to  the  

chang ing  t imes .  S uch  a  ch ange  i s  u rg en t ly  r equ i r ed  today  b ecaus e  the  

democra t i c  c l a ims  o f  ce r t a in  g roups  a r e  be ing  s upp res s ed  in  th e  nam e  o f  

democra t i c  p r ac t i ces  i t s e l f .  A brams on  h as  compared  s uch  b l ind  pu r s u i t  o f  

democra t i c  id ea l s  a s  ak in  to  adher ing  to  a  dogma,  w h ich  o f t en  m al igns  ou r  

democra t i c  p r in c ip le s . 24 Thus ,  a  r ev i s i t  t o  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  demo cra t i c  

idea l s  be comes  ind i s pens ab le  i f  w e  a r e  t o  ma in t a in  i t s  r e l ev ance .  

 

The  pu rpos e  o f  exp lo r ing  the  n a tu r e  o f  th e  s oc i a l  d i s cou r s e  i s ,  t hus ,  tw o -

fo ld s :  f i r s t ly ,  t o  iden t i fy  the  pos s i b i l i ty  o f  a  s e t  o f  f ounda t iona l  

p r es umpt ions  w i th in  the  conven t iona l  s o c ia l  d i s cou r s es  w h ich  m igh t  be  
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r es pons ib le  f o r  s hap ing  the  d i s co u r s e s  in  a  h e te rono rm at iv e  m anner .  

S econd ly ,  to  under s t and  and  d i s cu s s  t he  ro le  o f  the  d i s cou r s es  in  the  

s ub juga t ion  and  ou tcas te  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  exe r c i s e  i s  

pa r t i cu la r ly  i mpor tan t  in  th e  con tex t  o f  the  emerg ing  d i s cou r s e  on  q u ee r  

po l i t i c s  and  s uba l t e rn  s choo l  o f  though t ,  w h ich  has  s een  a  s u d d en  ups u rge  

s ince  the  l a t e  20 t h  cen tu ry . 25 

 

S cho la r s  l ike  Fr as e r  and  Fukuya ma  ha ve  a rgued  tha t  th e  c lo s e  o f  20 t h  

cen tu ry  h as  b r o u g h t  a  un ive r s a l  ac cep t an ce  o f  the  cu l tu r e  o f  d e mo cr acy .  A s  

a  r e s u l t ,  i t  i s  no t  s u rp r i s ing  to  obs e rve  n o n-democra t i c  r eg i mes  t ry ing  to  

p rove  the i r  d e mo cra t i c  l inkages .  Whi le  F ras e r  ca l l s  th i s  deve lopm en t  a s  the  

a r r iva l  o f  a  ‘ pos t - s oc i a l i s t  e r a , ’ 26 Fuku yama  t r i e s  to  d ec l a r e  i t  a s  th e  

conc lu s ion  o f  the  ideo log ica l  ad v an cem en t  f o r  th e  ind iv idua l . 27 H ow ever ,  

th i s  a l l eged  und i s pu t ed  acc ep tan ce  o f  de mocracy  comes  w i th  a  n ever - end ing  

exerc i s e  o f  in te rp r e ta t ion  o f  the  me an i ng  and  va lues  o f  democracy .  Th i s  

ongo ing  exerc i s e  i s  due  to  th e  ev e r - ch a ng ing  needs  and  as p i r a t ions  o f  the  

human  s oc ie ty .  Th i s  ep i s t e mic  d y n amis m main ta in s  the  r e l evan ce  and  n eed  

o f  r ev i s i t ing  the  na tu r e  o f  ou r  d i s co u r s e s .  I f  the  p ro c es s  o f  con t emp l a t ion  

i s  ca r r i ed  th rough  an  u n ex amin ed  a ccep t ance  o f  the  founda t ion a l  a s pec t s  o f  

ou r  d i s cou r s es ,  i t  w ou ld  r ema in  incomp l e te  and  m igh t  a l s o  l ead  to  s ev era l  

un in tended  co n s eq u en ces .  H aber mas  con s ide red  s uch  un cr i t i ca l  a ccep tanc e  

o f  any  t r ad i t ion  a s  a  d o g mat ic  p o s i t io n . 28 I f  l e f t  unche cked ,  an  unex a mined  

t r a j e c to ry  o f  a  d i s cou r s e  cou ld  b eco m e b ias ed  and  d i s c r i min a to r y  in  na tu r e .  

Thus ,  i t  i s  i mp o r tan t  t o  ens u re  tha t  ou r  s o c ia l  d i s cou r s es  a r e  s ub je c t  t o  an  

open  examin a t ion .  A  s upp res s ion  o f  s uch  ac t iv i ty  i s  ak in  to  the  S ocra t i c  

t r i a l  and  r ep res en t s  a  t endency  to  cu r t a i l  t he  s ea r ch  fo r  a  b e t t e r  

under s t and ing  o f  th e  s o c ie ty .  

 

The  r i s e  o f  the  N ew  S oc ia l  M ovemen ts  and  s uba l t e rn  s choo l  o f  though t  has  

ac ted  a s  a  ca t a ly s t  to  the  p ro j ec t  o f  r e v i s ion  o f  f ounda t ion a l  a s pec t s  o f  

po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es .  By  b r ing ing  to  t he  fo r e ,  t h e  h i the r to  s ub jug a ted  
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iden t i t i e s  and  the  d i s c r i mina to ry  as pec t s  o f  the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e ,  the  

s uba l t e rn  s choo l  o f  though t  has  o f f e r ed  an  a l t e rna te  r ead ing  o f  the  s o c i a l  

d i s cou r s e .  M y  a t t emp t ,  in  exp lo r ing  t he  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  a  f ounda t ion a l  

c r i t iqu e  o f  th e  conven t iona l  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e ,  i s  to  iden t i fy  the  a r e as  

w h ich  migh t  b e  r e s pons ib le  fo r  the  p r eva i l ing  in ju s t i ces  and  coerc ed  

inv i s ib i l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  a t t emp t  to  o f f e r  an  a l t e rna te  

r ead ing  o f  th e  d i s cou r s es  has  b een  und er taken  by  s evera l  o th e r  s cho l a r s .  

Fem in i s t  s cho la r s  l ik e  Caro le  P a t eman  an d  Wendy  B ro w n ,  f o r  in s t ance ,  have  

t r i ed  to  uncover  the  p o s i t io n  o f  pa t r i a r chy  w h ich  i s  s imp ly  as s umed  as  a  

na tu ra l  cond i t ion  by  the  conv en t ion a l  p o l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e .  Wh i le  P a tem an  

has  examined  th e  l a t en t  p ro j ec t  o f  s ub ju ga t ion  o f  w o men  w i th in  th e  l ib e r a l  

f r amew ork  o f  s oc ia l  con t r ac t ; 29 B row n  has  engaged  w i th  the  na tu r e  o f  

po l i t i ca l  theo ry  f rom a  f e min i s t  p e r s pec t ive  to  a rgue  tha t  the  conven t iona l  

po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  has  been  cons t rued  t o  s upp res s  w omen . 30 I  do  no t  c l a im  

t o  o f f e r  a  w h o l e  new  p er s pec t ive  to  t he  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es .  Ra th e r ,  my  

a t t e mp t  i s  to  r ev i s i t  t h o s e  founda t iona l  i d eas  w h ich  s hape  th e  p e r s pec t iv e  

o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e .  I n  d o in g  s o ,  my  d i s cu s s ion  w ou ld  r emain  l imi ted  to  the  

a r ea  o f  my  co n ce rn  and  thus  i t  b eco m es  a l l  t he  more  impor tan t  to  l i mi t  the  

expand  o f  my  cu r io s i ty  w h i l e  exp lo r ing  the  ex p an d s  o f  ou r  s o c ia l  

d i s cou r s es .  

 

The  pu rpos e  o f  r ev i s i t ing  the  found a t ion a l  a s pe c t s  o f  the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es  

i s  to  under s t and  the i r  no rma t ive  cha rac te r .  Th i s  no rm at iv e  cha r ac t e r  

emana tes  f r om the  hu man  na tu r e  i t s e l f ,  w h ich  as c r ibes  v a lues  and  

judgemen ts  to  ev ery th ing .  Thes e  v a lues  and  judgem en ts  a r e  o f t en  the  r e s u l t  

o f  the  s e t  o f  p r es umpt ions  w h ich  s hapes  ou r  p e r s p e c t iv e  a s  w e l l  a s  

under s t and ing .  A n  exam ina t ion  o f  the  ma jo r  s choo l s  o f  though t  g ives  an  

impres s ion  th a t  the  ce leb ra ted  f r ame w orks  o f  po l i t i ca l  id eo logy  d id  

pres ume  s ome  f ac t s  and  pos i t ions .  Th e  ea r l i e r  r e f e r ence  to  P a t eman  w ho  

ou t l ined  the  m an i f es t a t ion  o f  p a t r i a r cha l  m ind s e t  in  the  id eo log i ca l  

cons t ruc t  o f  the  s oc ia l  con t r ac t  theo ry  i s  a  good  r e f e r enc e  to  s how  the  
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p r es ence  o f  a  s e t  o f  p r es umpt ions . 31 Fo ucau l t  has  a l s o  a rgued  tha t  th e  

conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s e  po r t r ays  the  f a mi ly  a s  a  h e te ro s ex u a l  commun ion  

fo r  the  pu rpos e  o f  p roc r ea t ion .  Th i s  log ic  ens u res  th a t  th e  com munion  o f  

ind iv idua l s  f o r  any  o th e r  pu rpos e  i s  de leg i t imi zed  o r  f row ned  upon .  The  

communion  o f  unmar r i ed  b u t  he t e ro s exua l  ind iv idua l s  i s  s t i l l  

accom modat ed -  to  s ome  ex tend -  a s  i t  ho ld s  the  po ten t i a l  t o  becom e  the  

i dea l - type  f a mi ly ;  bu t  th e  com munion  be tw een  s am e- s ex  ind iv idua l s  i s  

ou t r igh t ly  d en i ed  due  to  i t s  co u n te r - h e te rono rm at iv e  log ic . 32 S imi l a r ly ,  

under  the  M arx ian  f r amew ork  o f  under s t a nd ing ,  the  d i s cus s ion  on  h i s to r i ca l  

mater ia l i s m  g iv es  an  impr es s ion  tha t  th e  s exua l  d iv i s ion  o f  l abo r  t ends  to  

f ixa te  th e  ro le s  and  expec ta t ions  o f  th e  ind iv idua l s ,  w h ich  a r e  to  be  

pe r fo rmed  fo r ev e r . 33 Th u s ,  i t  ap p ea r s  tha t  the  founda t iona l  p r es umpt ions  

have  a  p r i s ma t i c  e f f ec t  on  the  d i s cou r s es  a s  they  a f f ec t  th e  r e s u l t an t  

per s p ec t iv e  and  under s tand ing  o f  ou r  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s e .  

 

I  d o  no t  a rgue  tha t  ev e r y  ph i lo s opher  h o ld s  s ome  ves ted  in te r es t  w h i l e  

hav ing  any  p r es u mp t io n s .  Bu t  th i s  s e t  o f  p r e s u mp t io n s  p lays  a  dec i s iv e  ro le  

in  s e t t ing  the  cou r s e  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s es .  Th u s ,  a  va l id  ques t ion  a r i s es :  how  

f a r  a r e  thes e  ‘na ïv e ’  p r e s u mp t io n s  r e s pons ib le  in  s e t t ing  the  cha ra c te r  o f  

the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es  a s  exc lu s ionary  to  the  ce r t a in  g roups ?  A nd ,  i f  s uch  

impac t  o f  the  p r es umpt ions  i s  r e a l i zed ,  h o w  cou ld  w e  add res s  s uch  i s s ues ?  

I  b e l i ev e  tha t  thes e  ques t ions  becom e  r e levan t  f ac to r s  f o r  any  s o c ia l  

enqu i ry .  

 

Heteronormative order and the Ideal-family 
H av ing  a rgued  tha t  the  con te mpora ry  s o c ia l  d i s cou r s es  hav e  a ccep ted  the  

pa r ad igm  o f  democr acy  over  o the r  f o r ms  o f  po l i t i ca l  o rde r ,  i t  i s  i mpor tan t  

to  t r ace  th e  f o u n d a t io n a l  ide as  th a t  cha r a c te r i ze  the  de mocra t i c  pa r ad igm. 34 

The  l ib e ra l  d i s cou r s e  g enera l ly  com menc es  f rom a  bas ic  p r e mis e  tha t -  ea ch  

i nd iv idua l  i s  the  mas te r  o f  ones e l f .  T he  p rov i s o  o f  an  au tonomous  and  

r a t iona l  ind iv idua l  t r ans l a te s  in to  l ibe r ty  and  equ a l i ty  be ing  the  s ac r ed  



Borderless Democracy and Diffusion of Alternate Sexualities  

 

16 

va lues  o f  th e  l ibe r a l  d i s co u r s e  a s  w e l l  a s  the  de mocra t i c  f r am ew ork . 35 O ver  

the  yea r s ,  the r e  hav e  b een  s ome  he rm ene u t i c  va r i a t ions  in  the  under s t and ing  

o f  thes e  va lues  w h ich  i s  l a rge ly  on  ac cou n t  o f  the i r  in t e rp r e t a t io n .  M ah a jan  

has  r ead  the  und er ly ing  va lues  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e  in  t e rms  o f  th e  a s s oc i a t ion  

o f  f r eedom  w i th  th e  p r iv a te  s phere  and  eq u a l i ty  w i th  the  p u b l i c  s pher e . 36 

Toge ther  th es e  tw o  va lues  cons t i tu te  t he  founda t ions  o f  o u r  democra t i c  

t r ad i t ion .  Th e  d i f f e r en t  in te rp r e ta t io ns  and  u n d e r s t an d in g s  o f  the 

democra t i c  t r ad i t ion  a r e  in s p i r ed  by  t h e  cen t r a l  the me  o f  l ibe r ty  and  

equa l i ty  and  thus  the  va lue  o f  mor a l  w or th  o f  ind iv idua l  beco mes  a  

cher i s hed  as s e t  today .  

 

H ow ever ,  s uch  des c r ip t ion  appear s  f l aw l es s  a t  a  me taphys ica l  l eve l  a lo n e .  

The  r e a l  p ic tu r e  i s  o f t en  m al ign ed  by  the  s oc ia l  conven t ions ,  t r ad i t ions  and  

be l i e f s  o f  th e  dominan t  g roups .  The  s o c ia l  no r ms  exerc i s e  g r ea t  con t ro l  

over  the  ind iv idu a l  w h i ch  s omet imes  b ecome  s o  s t rong  tha t  i t  r ip s  th e  

ind iv idua l i ty  f r om a  pe r s on .  M i l l  co mpared  s uch  in s tan ces  o f  lo s s  o f  

ind iv idua l i ty  due  to  p r e s s u r e  f ro m s oc i a l  o rde r  a s  a  th r e a t  to  ind iv idua l  

mora l  w or th . 37 When  th e  s oc ie ty  and  the  e p i s t emi c  communi ty  igno res  s uch  

in s tances  o f  in ju s t i c e  and  a ccep t s  th e  no rmat iv e  o rde r  s e t  by  the  dom inan t  

g roup ,  i t  l eads  to  a  s y s temic  s ubo rd ina t i on ,  exp lo i t a t ion  and  neg l ec t  o f  the  

vo ices  tha t  d o es  no t  ab id e  by  th e  as p i r a t ions  o f  th e  dom inan t  g roups .  I n  

th i s  mann er ,  an  e mpow er ing  s oc ia l  un i t ,  s uch  as  a  f a mi ly  o r  s oc ia l  c i r c l e ,  

o f t en  tu rn s  in to  a  r e s t r i c t iv e  fo r ce .  A l t man  has  cap tu red  th i s  j anus  f aced  

impac t  o f  va r i ab les  s uch  as  ‘ commun i ty ’  an d  ‘ iden t i ty ’  and  r e f e r r ed  to  the m  

as  ‘ s l ippery  concep t s ’  a s  they  ho ld  po ten t i a l  to  be  s i mu l t aneous ly  

‘ l ibe r a to ry  an d  r e s t r i c t ive . ’ 38 We  need  to  ens u re  tha t  the  r e s t r i c t ive  a s pec t s  

o f  the  com muni ty  do  n o t  t r e s pas s  upon  t he  as pec t s  o f  ind iv idua l i ty .  

 

But le r  s ugges t s  th a t  the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  i s  p r e mis ed  upon  a  

pha l loc en t r i c  and  h e te ro n o r ma t iv e  p r es umpt ion  w h ich  po r t r ays  the  

he te rono rm at iv e  f ami ly  a s  the  ide a l - ty pe  o f  s oc ia l  a r r angemen t . 39 Th i s  
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po r t r aya l  o f  the  he t e rono rma t ive  f a mi ly  i s ,  aga in ,  p r emis ed  upon  a  u t i l i ty -

d r iven  log i c  w h ich  t i e s  the  p u rp o s e  o f  a  f ami ly  to  p roc r ea t ion  a lo n e .  

Foucau l t  h as  fu r the r  d i s cu s s ed  th e  genes i s  o f  s uch  ide a l - typ e  he te ro s ex i s t -

f ami ly ,  and  h ig h l ig h ted  the  v a r ious  w ays  in  w h ich  i t  pu t s  s eve re  r e s t r i c t ions  

upon  the  s ex u a l i ty  o f  the  in d iv id u a l s . 40 The  u t i l i t a r i an  as pec t s  o f  

proc rea t ion ,  a long  w i th  the  d r ive  to  con t ro l  s exua l i ty ,  tu rned  the  id ea l  o f  a  

he te rono rm at iv e  f ami ly  in to  a  p r e s u med  s t a r t in g  pos i t ion  o f  a l l  s oc ia l  and  

po l i t i ca l  con te mp la t ion .  P a teman  and  B row n  have  ana ly zed  and  ex t ended  

th i s  l in e  o f  a rgu men t  to  exp lo re  how  th e  in s t i tu t ion  o f  a  he te rono rm at iv e  

f ami ly  w as  u s ed  to  pe rpe tua t e  the  s ubo rd ina t ion  o f  w omen  and  con t ro l  th e i r  

s exua l i ty . 41 I n  th i s  mann er  the  founda t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e  beco me  

l aden  w i th  b i as ed  va lues  and  ves ted - in t e r e s t s .  Thes e  ves t ed  in t e r es t s  

d i s rup t  the  v a lu e - neu t r a l  pos i t ion  o f  ou r  d i s co u r s es  by  c r ea t ing  a  p r i s ma t i c  

f i l t e r  w h i ch  pu t s  th e  b i a s  w i th in  the  s ph ere  o f  founda t iona l  p r es umpt ions .  

S uch  f r amew ork  h ides  the  in s tances  o f  b ias  and  d i s c r imina t ion  and  c r ea t es  

an  i l lu s ion  o f  c e ter i s  par ibus  f o r  a l l  f u r the r  en q u i r y .  Th i s  ca r e fu l ly  

f ab r i ca ted  a r r angem en t  ens u res  th a t  the  s phere  o f  f ound a t ion a l  

p r es umpt ions  i s  no t  ques t ioned  o r  r ev i s e d .  

 

P rob lem  beg ins  w hen  th e r e  a r e  a t t emp ts  to  r ev i s i t  t h e  founda t ion a l  p r e mis e  

o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e .  I n s t ances  o f  no rma t i ve  va r i a t ions ,  in  th e  fo rm  o f  the  

c l a i ms  o f  the  homos exua l  g roups ,  beg in  to  emerge  aga in s t  the  p r eva len t  

no rms  and  t r ad i t io n s  and  p rob lem at i ze  th e  in teg r i ty  o f  the  conven t iona l  

d i s cou r s e .  A l tman  h igh l igh t s  the  s t e r eo typ ica l  t agg ing  o f  s u ch  no rmat iv e  

var ia t ions  a s  ‘unmen t ionab le  cr im es ’ 42 w h ich  a r e  to  be  s upp res s ed  s i l en t ly .  

H ow ever ,  A l tman  i s  op t imis t i c  ab o u t  the  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  chang es  in  the  s o c ia l  

in s t i tu t ions  l i k e  f am i ly  due  to  th e  con te mpora ry  t r end  o f  econo mic  p rog r es s  

and  u rban i za t ion  a s  thes e  con te mpora ry  t r en d s  che r i s h  the  a s p ec t s  o f  lov e  

and  pe r s ona l  fu l f i l l men t  r a the r  th an  pe r f o rmance  o f  conven t iona l  ro l es . 43 
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The  examp le  o f  the  ide a l - f a mi ly  i s  i l lu s t r a t iv e  o f  th e  manner  in  w h ich  th e  

v iew s  o f  the  dominan t  g roup  a r e  c a u t ious ly  a t t ach ed  to  th e  s e t  o f  

f ounda t iona l  va lues  o f  the  s oc ia l  o rde r .  H o w ev er ,  i t  i s  the  r e s pons ib i l i ty  o f  

the  s oc i a l  r e s ea r ch e r  i t s e l f  to  ques t ion  and  r ev i s e  the  s anc t i ty  o f  s uch  

p r es umpt ions .  Th inker s  l ike  Foucau l t  and  Bu t l e r ,  have  r a i s ed  ques t ions  over  

the  as s umpt ion  o f  th e  log ic  o f  p roc r ea t i on  as  the  s o le  pu rpos e  o f  f ami ly . 44 

S uch  as s umpt ions  igno re  the  a s pec t s  o f  e mo t ion  and  human - w i l l  w h ich  d r iv e  

the  ind iv idu a l s  to  come  toge the r  in to  a  commun ion .  The  conven t iona l  

p r ac t i ce  o f  f ocus ing  on  th e  p roc r ea t iv e  as pec t s  o f  f ami ly  has  s ev ere ly  

r es t r i c t ed  the  s exua l i ty  and  func t ions  o f  the  f ami ly .  A s  a  r es u l t ,  t he  

d i s cou r s e  on  s exua l i ty  has  never  b een  ab le  to  d ev e lo p  in  a  w ho l es ome  

manner .  A l tman  has  r igh t ly  under l ined  t ha t  s exua l i ty  i s  w rong ly  cons t rued  

as  a  s ub jec t  o f  s u rve i l l anc e  and  con t ro l .  I t  i s  r a the r  ‘ an  a r ea  o f  human  

behav io r ,  e mo t ion ,  and  under s tand ing  w h ich  i s  o f t en  though t  o f  a s  “na tu r a l”  

and  “p r iva te” . ’ 45 

 

Logic of ‘Binary’ 
A  p r o min en t  t r a i t  o f  th e  conven t iona l  s o c ia l  d i s cou r s es  i s  th e  rom ance  w i th  

the  log ic  o f  ‘ Binar y ’ .  The  conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s es  h ave  a  t endency  to  

r ep res en t  an y  s oc i a l  f ac t  th rou gh  the  p r i s m o f  good /bad ,  

l eg i t ima te / i l l eg i t ima te  and  benef ic i a l /ha rmfu l .  Le fo r t  cap tu res  th i s  a s pec t  

o f  ou r  v i s ion  and  in t e rp r e t s  th e  un fo ld ing  o f  the  d i s cou r s es  in  t e rms  o f  

‘ d i s t i n g u i s h in g  b e tw een  the  r e a l  and  the  imag ina ry ,  th e  t r ue  and  th e  f a l s e ,  

the  ju s t  and  the  un ju s t ,  t he  pe r mis s ib le  and  the  fo rb idd en . ’ 46 Th i s  

inc l in a t ion  tow ards  th e  log i c  o f  b ina ry  migh t  b e  to  mak e  the  under s tand ing  

o f  o the rw is e - complex  f a c t s  o f  l i f e  s imp l e r ,  bu t  in  do ing  s o  the  d i s cou r s es  

o f t en  neg le c t  and  s ide l ine  th e  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  r ea l i t i e s  tha t  l i e  beyond  the  

f ron t i e r s  o f  th e  b in a ry .  The  w or ld  o f  p os s ib i l i t i e s  tha t  i s  i g n o r ed  by  the  

log ic  o f  the  conv en t ion a l  d i s cou r s e  b ecomes  ‘ou t  o f  bounds ’  f o r  the  

d i s cou r s es  an d  tu rn s  o b s o le te  and  pa tho l og ica l  f o r  th e  ac adem ic  and  s o c i a l  

w or ld .  
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The  t endency  to  s eg reg a te  and  judge  e ve ry th ing  i s  na tu r a l  to  the  human  

s oc ie ty .  S uch  p r ac t i ce  cou ld  be  t r ac ed  back  to  the  w orks  o f  A r i s to t l e  w ho  

i s  o f t en  ce leb ra ted  a s  th e  ‘ f a th e r  o f  P o l i t i c a l  S c i en ce ’  f o r  d r aw ing  a  

boundary  to  the  d i s c ip l ine  and  s e t t in g  a  d emarc a t io n  fo r  the  pub l i c  and  the  

pr iva te  as pec t s  o f  l i f e .  H e  de f ined  man  as  a  s oc ia l  an ima l ,  and  po l i t i c s  a s  

t he  s phere  o f  man .  H e  d i s cus s ed  abou t  th e  d i s t in c t ion  be tw e en  the  o iko s  

and  the  po l i s .  O ikos  r e f e r r ed  to  the  p r iva te  r ea l m  o f  th e  h o u s eh o ld  and  

compr i s ed  o f  th r e e  ma in  r e l a t ions h ip s -  h us band  and  w i f e ,  pa r en t  and  ch i ld  

and  mas t e r  and  s l ave .  Th i s  s phere  w as  ru led  by  the  mas t e r  in  ac co rdanc e  

w i th  h i s  judg emen t .  I n  con t r as t ,  t he  po l i s  r ep res en ted  th e  pub l i c  s pher e  

w here  dec i s ions  w ere  made  co l l ec t ive ly  by  the  c i t i zens . 47 Th u s ,  the  ve ry  

f i r s t  a t t emp t  a t  the  dem arca t ion  o f  the  p u b l i c  and  p r iva te  to o k  p l ace  w i th  

s ex  be ing  an  impor tan t  f ac to r . 48 I n  Aris to t l e ’ s  t i mes ,  the  ques t ion  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  w as  r emoved  f rom  the  d i s cou r s es  by  s imp ly  ru l in g  

them ou t  a s  ab n o r ma l  p a th o lo g y .  Th ere  i s  a  s epa ra te  l i t e r a tu r e  on  th e  na tu r e  

o f  s exua l i ty  and  p r a c t i c e  o f  homos exua l i ty  in  the  A n c ien t  Greek  s oc ie t i e s 49 

bu t  pu r s u ing  i t  w ou ld  d r i f t  m e  f ro m my  p r imary  a r ea  o f  conc ern .  Thus ,  I  

des i s t  f r om p ro long ing  the  d i s cu s s io n  on  A nc ien t  Greek  t r ad i t ions .  

H ow ever ,  th e  n ame  o f  A r i s to t l e ,  i n  pa r t i cu la r ,  and  A n c ien t  Gr eek  

ph i lo s opher s ,  i n  genera l ,  i s  impor tan t  to  men t ion  w h i l e  t r ac ing  th e  ro l e  o f  

s ex  and  s exua l i ty  in  o u r  po l i t i ca l  t r ad i t i ons .  

 

The  s oc i a l  d i s co u r s es  con t inu e  to  adhe re  to  the  lo g ic  o f  b in a r y  in  mos t  

as pec t s  o f  l i f e .  The  l anguag e  o f  th e  d i s cou r s es  r ema ins  l im i t ed  to  the  

d i s cus s ions  abou t  th e  opp res s o r  and  the  opp res s ed ,  and  the  ru le r  and  th e  

ru led .  Th i s  mo d e  o f  u n d e r s t an d in g  has  l ed  A l tm an  to  v i ew  ou r  d i s cou r s es  

a s  a  s o r t  o f  ‘b ina ry  es s en t i a l i s m’  w h ich  makes  i t  ne ces s a ry  to  f ixa te  and  

name  th e  iden t i t i e s . 50 H ow ever ,  s uch  f r amew ork  f a i l s  to  t ake  in to  

cons ide ra t ion  the  a r eas  and  l iv es  tha t  l i e  ou t s ide  th e  r e aches  o f  the  b in a ry  

pe r s pec t iv e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t he  s t r ugg les  o f  th e  un re cogn iz ed  and  the  inv i s ib le  
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never  be come  a  pa r t  o f  the  conven t i ona l  d i s cou r s e .  Bu t l e r  has  a l s o  

d i s cus s ed  abou t  th e  dep lo rab l e  f a t e  o f  g roups  w h ich  appear  to  s t r ugg le  a t  

the  f r inges  o f  the  ma ins t r ea m  cu l tu r e . 51 Th e  log ic  o f  b ina ry  d o es  no t  a l lo w  

us  to  look  ou t s ide  the  box  o f  s oc ia l  r e a l i ty  th a t  i t  s e t s  f o r  u s .  I n  f a c t ,  t he  

deep ly  roo ted  log i c  o f  b ina ry  t ends  to  r e in fo rce  i t s e l f  by  r e fu t ing  any  

a t t e mp t  to  d i s p lace  i t .  Thus ,  any th ing  th a t  em erges  in  con t r ad i s t in c t ion  to  

t he  log i c  o f  b in a ry  beco mes  pa rano r mal  and  pa thogen ic ,  and  thus  e l ig ib l e  

to  b e  ca tego r ica l ly  r e fu ted .  M enon  has  ou t l ined  s ome  o f  the  t r ad i t iona l  w ays  

in  w h ich  the  s oc ie ty  impos es  the  h e te ron o rmat iv e  id e a l s  upon  an  ind iv idua l  

as  ‘b r ing ing  up  ch i ld r en  in  no r mat ive  w ays ,  pun i s h ing  them  fo r  no t  adher e  

t o  the  s oc ia l  no rms ,  s t a r in g  o r  s n ig g e r in g  a t  peop le  w ho  look  d i f f e r en t ,  t o  

coe rc iv e  p s ych ia t r i c  an d  med i ca l  in t e r ven t ion ,  emo t io n a l  b la ckmai l  and  

phys ica l  v io lenc e . ’ 52 

 

M y  a t t e mp t  to  und er s t and  the  n a tu r e  o f  s o c ia l  d i s cou r s e  does  no t  s eek  to  

topp le  i t .  I n s t e ad ,  I  be l i ev e  th a t  th e r e  a r e  a s pec t s  o f  the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es  

w h ich  needs  to  b e  r ede f ined  in  o rd e r  t o  accom moda t e  the  l eg i t im a te  and  

va l id  conc erns  o f  s o me  g roups .  The  l i mi ta t ions  in  the  pe r s pe c t iv e  o f  the  

s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es  can  be  add res s ed  th rough  de l ibe r a t ions  and  

con temp la t ion .  S cho la r s  l ike  B u t l e r ,  Fo ucau l t ,  Fr as e r  and  H ab ermas  hav e  

a l r eady  s e t  a  l ine age  fo r  the  r ev i s ion  o f  the  pe r s pec t ive  o f  the  s o c ia l  

d i s cou r s es .  Th r o u g h  a  numb er  o f  s tud i es  and  w orks ,  s uch  s cho la r s  h ave  

opened  th e  ga tes  o f  d i s cus s ion  and  d eba te  over  the  l im i ta t ions  o f  the  

conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s es .  I  s ee  my  s tudy  a s  a  pa r t i c ip a t ion  in  th i s  t r ad i t ion  

of  r ev i s ion  o f  ou r  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s e .  

 

Concerns  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  bec ome  p rob l ema t ic  f o r  th e  do minan t  

d i s cou r s es  b ecau s e  they  t end  to  d i s tu rb  the  ve ry  log i c  o f  the  p r ev a i l ing  

s ys tem.  A n  under s tand ing  o f  the  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  

d i s tu rb s  the  s oc ia l  p la in  bas ed  o n  the  log ic  o f  the  b ina ry ,  w h ich  advoca tes  

he te rono rm at iv e  va lues  and  be l i e f s .  A  r ead ing  o f  th e  h i s to r i ca l  a s pe c t s  o f  



Borderless Democracy and Diffusion of Alternate Sexualities  

 

21 

he te rono rm at iv i ty  and  homophob i a  in  s oc ie ty  r evea l s  in t e r es t ing  de ta i l s  

w h ich  cha l l enge  the  c l a ims  o f  h e te ro s exua l i ty  a s  a  ‘na tu r a l ,  pu r e  and  

unp rob lema t ic  s t a t e . ’ 53 The  an th ropogen ic  o r ig in s  o f  he te rono rm at iv i ty  

have  been  w e l l  d i s cus s ed  by  B u t l e r  in  h e r  r ead ing  o f  the  h i s to r i ca l  and  

cu l tu r a l  un fo ld ing  o f  s ex /gender  a s  a  dominan t  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  ac t s  a s  a  

‘ r egu la to ry  p r ac t i ce  th a t  p roduc es  the  bo d ies  tha t  i t  governs . ’ 54 

 

The  e mergenc e  o f  the  qu eer  a s  a  coun t e r - d i s cou r s e  ch a l l eng es ,  and  o f t en  

p rob lema t iz es ,  the  under s t and ing  o f  the  s oc ie ty  and  i t s  s oc ia l  s t r uc tu r e  l ike -  

f ami ly .  J agos e  has  iden t i f i ed  th i s  bu dd ing  d i s cou r s e  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s  a s  an  abode  o f  a l l  marg ina l i ze d  g roups ,  w h e th e r  bas ed  on  gender  

iden t i ty  o r  s e l f - pe r cep t ion . 55 H ow ever ,  con t r a ry  to  the  t enden cy  to  

c ry s ta l i ze ,  th e  na tu r e  o f  th i s  e merg ing  q u ee r  d i s cou r s e  r e mains  in  a  s t a t e  

of  f lux  due  to  i t s  inheren t  d iv e r s i ty .  Th i s  coun te r -d i s cou r s e  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  a l s o  r em ains  in  f lux  due  to  th e  chu rn ing  o f  the  w ays  the  s oc ie ty  

i s  imag in ed .  The  nu r tu r ing  o f  s uch  que er  d i s cou r s e ,  how ever ,  r equ i r es  a  

deeper  he r meneu t i c  and  ep i s t em ic  eng a gemen t  a t  d i f f e r en t  l ev e l s .  D ue  to  

th e  pe r s i s t ing  impa c t  o f  he te rono rma t iv i ty  in  d i f f e r en t  a s pec t s  o f  ou r  l i f e ,  

i t  b e co mes  a l l  t he  more  nec es s a ry  to  r e s pond  to  th e  log i c  o f  b ina ry  a t  a l l  

l eve l s .  A l tm an  ho ld s  the  v iew  tha t  w i t h  inc r eas ing  advan cem en t  o f  the  

t echno logy  and  in te r ming l ing  o f  d i f f e r en t  s oc ie t i e s ,  th e  t e r r i to ry  o f  

quee rnes s  w ou ld  fu r the r  expand  to  s u r pas s  the  d o main  o f  he t e ro /homo -

s exua l i ty  and  move  to w ar d s  a  more  f l u id  idea  o f  s exua l i ty  and  gender  

iden t i ty . 56 

 

The  log ic  o f  the  b ina ry  s t i l l  h aun t s  th e  s o c ia l  im ag ina t ion  o f  o u r  d i s co u r s es ,  

w h ich  in  tu rn  m a in t a in s  and  pe rpe tua t es  t he  neg le c ted  s t a tu s  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  H ow ever ,  th rough  the  p ro c es s  o f  r a t iona l i za t ion 57,  t h e r e  i s  a  

grow ing  be l i e f  th a t  th e  gend er - iden t i ty  a nd  s exua l i ty  o f  ind iv idu a l  has  more  

mean ing  w hen  s een  in  a  cu l tu r a l  con t ex t .  M enon ,  f o r  in s t ance ,  a rgues  tha t  

‘gender  i d en t i t i e s  a r e  no t  un iv e r s a l ’ 58 and  r e fu s es  to  accep t  gender  
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iden t i t i e s  a s  the  bas i s  f o r  s oc i a l  d i f f e r en t i a t ion .  A l t man  iden t i f i e s  th e  ro l e  

o f  g loba l i z a t ion  in  ch ang ing  the  s oc i a l  s t r uc tu r es  an d  gender  no rms .  H e  

h igh l igh t s  th e  g loba l i z ing  fo r ces  a s  w e l l  a s  the  loca l  ‘mora l  p an ics ’  ag a in s t  

s uch  g loba l i z ing  fo r ces  a s  hav ing  an  i mp ac t  on  ou r  pub l i c  and  p r iva te  

s phere . 59 

 

Need to engage with social discourse 
H abermas  v iew ed  p eop le ’ s  au tonomy  in  t e rms  o f  deve lop men ts  in  the  s phere  

o f  p roduc t ion  and  no rma t ive  s t ruc tu r es  o f  in te r ac t ion . 60 Giv en  th e  ch ang ing  

needs  and  as p i r a t ions  o f  the  hu man  s oc i e ty ,  the  no rm at iv e  s t ruc tu r es  canno t  

r emain  the  s ame .  S k inner  h as ,  thus ,  o p p o s ed  th e  cons t rua l  o f  s o c i a l  

concep t s  a s  ‘ t i me l es s  en t i t i e s  w i th  f ix e d  mean ings . ’  I n s t ead ,  he  b e l i eves  

tha t  the  m ean ing  and  na tu r e  o f  a  con ce p t  depends  upon  the  in te rp r e te r . 61 

The  a t t emp t  to  r ev i s i t  t h e  founda t iona l  p r emis e  o f  the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s e  s eeks  

t o  s c ru t in iz e  the  va lues  and  lo g i cs  o f  o u r  d i s cou r s e .  S uch  r ev i s i t  t o  the  

na tu r e  o f  d i s cou r s e  w ou ld  u l t ima te ly  p ro ve  to  be  a  benef i c i a l  exe rc i s e  a s  i t  

w ou ld  l ead  to  a  b roaden ing  o f  th e  ho r i zo n  o f  ou r  ep i s t em ic  f r a mew o r k s .  

 

A  r ev a l id a t io n  o f  d i s cou r s es  i s  a l s o  qu in tes s en t i a l  to  ma in t a in  the  s anc t i ty  

o f  the  d i s c ip l ine  and  v a l id a te  th e  r e as on ing  beh ind  ou r  ch e r i s hed  ide a l s .  

M i l l  has  cons ide red  th i s  r eva l ida t ion  o f  o u r  under s t and ing  o f  the  idea l s  a s  

a  co n s t i tu t iv e  a s pec t  o f  th e  demo cra t i c  d i s cou r s e .  H e  a r g u ed  tha t  a  

con tes ta t ion  be tw een  co n t r a ry  p e r s pec t iv es  e i the r  r e in fo r ces  o u r  conc ep t ion  

o f  the  s oc ia l  r ea l i ty  o r  makes  th e  neces s a ry  amends  to  i t . 62 I n  e i the r  cas e ,  

th rough  democr a t i c  r eva l ida t ion  and  de l i be r a t ion ,  i t  i s  th e  democr a t i c  ide a l  

tha t  benef i t s .  I t  i s  impor tan t  to  r em emb er  tha t  the  s oc ia l  r ea l i ty  i s  no t  s t a t i c ,  

and  ou r  und er s t and ing  needs  to  r ema in  ab reas t  w i th  the  p r es en t  s t a t e  o f  

a f f a i r s .  M aha jan  has  u n d e r l in ed  th i s  nee d  fo r  ma in ta in ing  r e levan ce  o f  ou r  

d is cou r s es  and  a rgued  tha t  a  conc ep t  m us t  be  under s tood  in  r e l a t ion  to  a  

t o t a l i ty  tha t  i s  h i s to r i ca l ly  and  s t ru c tu r a l ly  s pec i f i c . 63 I t  i s  t h e  t a s k  o f  th e  
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ep i s t em ic  com muni ty  to  r egu la r ly  upda t e  and  r ev i s e  the  under s t and ing  o f  

r ea l i ty  in  o rde r  to  do  ju s t i ce  to  ev e ry  s e c t ion  o f  th e  s oc ie ty .  

 

The  evo lu t ion  o f  demo cra t i c  d i s cou r s e  has  t r ave l l ed  a  lo n g  p a th  and  

w i tnes s ed  a  chang e  o f  pe r s pec t ive  f ro m  po l i t i c s  a s  a  doma in  r es e rved  fo r  

the  ‘ ab led - ma l e ’  c i t i zen  to  po l i t i c s  a s  a  domain  o f  equa l  and  f r ee  

par t i c ipa t ion  o f  a l l  adu l t  ind iv idua l s .  Whi le  th e  s pa t i a l i ty  and  in t e r -

r e l a t ions  o f  th e  po l i t i ca l  agen t s  hav e  ch a nged  over  th e  y ea r s ,  w ha t  r e mained  

equa l ly  impor tan t  i s  th e  found ing  va lues  o f  l ibe r ty  an d  equa l i ty .  H ow ever ,  

the  s cope  o f  thes e  va lu es  i s  o f t en  a  r es u l t  o f  de l ibe ra t ion  and  under s tand ing  

o f  the  d i s cou r s e .  D ue  to  the  t endency  to  adhere  to  the  log ic  o f  b ina ry ,  the  

concerns  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  r e m ain  ou t  o f  b o u n d s  f rom th e  t e r r i to ry  

o f  conven t iona l  s oc ia l  s c i enc e  d i s co u r s e .  A l tman  has  r ecogn i zed  th i s  o u t  o f  

bounds  pos i t ion  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  and  a rgued  tha t  ‘ i t  i s  w r i t t en  in  

w ays  tha t  a r e  l a rge ly  in acc es s ib le  to  p eo p le  unver s ed  in  i t s  pa r t i cu la r  

i d iom. ’ 64 There  i s  an  u rgen t  need  to  open  the  ho r izon  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e  to  

make  i t  mor e  inc lu s ive  and  r es pe c t fu l  o f  each  ind iv idu a l .  I t  i s  on ly  w h en  

the  ind iv idu a l  i s  ac cep t ed  fo r  w ha t  one  i s ,  t ha t  the  d i s cou r s es  becom e  t ru ly  

humane .  

 

M y  a t t emp t ,  th rough  th i s  s tudy ,  i s  to  f ind  a  r ed res s a l  to  the  co n ce rn s  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  w ho  s u f f e r  f r om a  coe rced  in v i s ib i l i t y  bo th -  w i th in  

the  s oc i e ty  a s  w e l l  a s  w i th in  the  d i s c ou r s es .  Fo r  do ing  th i s ,  i t  i s  no t  

r equ i s i t e  to  o f f e r  an  a l t e rn a te  g r and  th eo ry  f r amew ork .  R a the r ,  my  pu rpos e  

w ould  be  be t t e r  s e rved  th rough  a  r ev i s i t  and  r ev i s ion  o f  th e  founda t iona l  

i deas  o f  ou r  d emo cr a t i c  id ea l s .  Gu t man  a nd  Thomps on  s ee m to  ag ree  to  s uch  

a  f r amew o rk ,  in  the i r  under s t and ing  o f  d e l ib e r a t iv e  democra cy  w hen  they  

a rgue  tha t  ‘d e l ib e r a t iv e  d e mocra cy  i s  b es t  under s tood  as  a  s econd - o r d e r  

theo ry…  w h ich  make  roo m fo r  con t inu i ng  mora l  con f l i c t  th a t  f i r s t - o rd e r  

t heo r ie s  pu rpo r t  to  e l imin a te . ’ 65 They  exp la in  de l ibe r a t ive  d e mo cra cy  as  a  

con t inuum  th a t  s eek  to  con t inue  th e  p r oces s  o f  r eas on ing  to g e th e r . 66 The  
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un fo ld ing  o f  the  demo cra t i c  p roces s es  can n o t  f ind  a  w ay  b e t t e r  than  th e  

de l ibe r a t iv e  p roces s  w h ich  s how s  f a i th  in  r a t iona l i ty  and  cho ice  o f  the  

ind iv idua l s .  H aberm as  a l s o  s how ed  f a i t h  in  s uch  r a t io n a l i ty  and  v iew ed  i t  

a s  emanc ipa to ry  to  ind iv idua l s . 67 
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1.3 Coerced Invisibility: In Search for a place of alternate sexualities  

 

The  s ea r ch  fo r  an  ap t  r e s pons e  to  th e  co ncerns  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  has  

l ed  me  to  inv es t iga te  in to  the  na tu r e  o f  t h e  idea l s  th a t  gu ide  ou r  de mocra t i c  

s y s tem.  M y  p re l imin ary  obs e rva t ions  a r e  s ugges t ive  o f  a  h e te rono r mat ive  

pe r s pec t iv e  beh ind  ou r  conven t iona l  p a r ad igms  o f  und er s t and ing .  S uch  

pe r s pec t iv e  makes  the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  p r es umptuous  and  un ju s t .  

Th i s  k ind  o f  b ias  ac t s  a s  a  p r i s m to  ou r  under s t and ing  and  e f f e c t ive ly  tu rn s  

the  conc erns  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  inv i s ib le  to  th e  homophob ic  ey e  o f  

ju s t i ce .  I n  th i s  s ec t ion ,  I  s eek  to  d i s cus s  th i s  mechan i s m o f  ou tcas t e  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

 

The  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  in  ou r  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  i s  

a  p rob lema t ic  en t i ty .  Th i s  m igh t  be  due  to  the  pe rp l exed  under s t and ing  o f  

the  ind iv idu a l  s exua l i ty  i t s e l f .  Bu t  th e  i s s ue  becomes  more  compl ex  and  

p rob lema t ic  w hen  i t  beg in s  to  coun te r  the  h e te rono rma t ive  id ea l s .  The  que er  

iden t i ty  o f t en  ge t s  b lu r r ed  w hen  p la ced  in  con t r ad i s t inc t ion  w i th  th e  o the r  

s e t s  o f  e thn ic  iden t i t i e s .  A l tman  exp la in s  th i s  f luc tua t ing  s pac e  o f  s exua l i ty  

as  ‘ an  a r ena  o f  cons tan t  s u rve i l l anc e  an d  con t ro l…’ 68 A mids t  the  p lu r a l i ty  

o f  iden t i t i e s  tha t  an  ind iv idu a l  migh t  s how cas e  in  a  s oc ia l  s pac e ,  i t  i s  th e  

queer  iden t i ty  tha t  s t ands  to  lo s e  i t s  g round .  The  po l i t i c s  o f  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s ,  t hus ,  f inds  i t s e l f  s t r ugg l ing  to  f ind  i t s  r e s pec t ive  ‘d i f f e r en t ly -

po l i t i ca l ’  s pher e .  A n  enqu i ry  in to  the  co ncerns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  

f i r s t  r equ i r es  the  r e s e a r cher  to  iden t i ty  and  ca rve  ou t  the  s pa ce  in  w h ich  

s uch  inves t ig a t ion  migh t  b e  done .  The  na tu r e  o f  the  po l i t i c s  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  p l aces  them  in  a  co n t r a - pos i t ion  to  th e  he te rono rm at iv e  

d i s cou r s e .  Thus ,  the  de l ibe r a t ions  ov er  the  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  inv i t e  a  ponder ing  over  a  huge  t e r r i to ry  o f  concep t s ,  the  

mean ing  o f  w h ich  i s  s imp ly  p r es umed  un der  the  h e te rono r mat ive  d i s cou r s e .  

Th i s  t a s k  o f  de f in ing  the  t e r ms  o f  engagemen t  fo r  the  nas c en t  d i s cou r s e  on  
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a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  beco mes  fu r the r  cha l l eng ing  du e  to  th e  f lu id  na tu r e  o f  

s exua l i ty  and  gender  iden t i ty .  

 

I n  th i s  s ec t ion ,  I  t r y  to  ou t l ine  a  f r a me w ork  w i th in  w h ich  the  s t rugg le  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  f inds  i t s  exp r es s ion ,  and  the  a r e as  w h ich  beco me th e  

foca l  po in t  o f  s uch  s t rugg le .  I  hope  to  a r r ive  a t  an  under s t and ing  w h ich  

w ou ld  be  s ugges t ive  o f  a  po l i t i c s  w h ich  fo l low s  a  d i f f e r en t  p lane  th an  the  

po l i t i c s  o f  r ed i s t r ib u t ion . 69 The  p ecu l i a r  p o l i t i c s  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  

w ou ld  a l s o  l e ad  me  to  d i s cus s  th e  imp or tan t  r o l e  o f  th e  s t a t e  w h ich ,  I  

expec t ,  s ee ms  to  be  fo l low ing  a  t r a j ec to ry  w h ich  w ou ld  s ecu re  a  be t t e r  s e t  

o f  democra t i c  r igh t s  to  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  S uch  ac t iv i ty  i s  

ind i s pens ab le  to  e s t ab l i s h  the  r e l evan ce  o f  my  s tudy .   

 

M y  a t t emp t  m igh t  appe ar  f a r  too  amb i t ious  a t  th i s  po in t  o f  t im e  bu t  i t  

ce r t a in ly  adds  to  the  r ev i s ion  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  v a lues  s uch  as  de mocra cy ,  

l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty .  S uch  t a s k  i s  an  u rgen t  need  o f  the  conv en t ion a l  

d i s cou r s e  w h ich  o the rw is e  s how s  a  t e ndency  to ,  w ha t  J e f f e r s on  ca l l s ,  

‘de f end  demo cracy  as  i f  i t  w ere  a  r ec e i ved  t r u th ,  a  dogma’ .  Co mmen t ing  

upon  the  na tu r e  o f  the  d i s c ip l ine ,  J e f f e r s on  has  fu r the r  a rgued  th a t  

‘po l i t i ca l  the o ry  i s  inhe ren t ly  s ubver s ive… po l i t i c s  a t  one  l ev e l  i s  abou t  

prac t i c ing  the  pos s ib le ;  a t  ano the r  i t  i s  abou t  ex tend ing  the  bounds  o f  the  

pos s ib le . ’ 70 By  add res s ing  th e  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  and  

f ac i l i t a t ing  the i r  inc lu s ion  as  equa l  me m ber s  o f  ou r  de mocra t i c  s oc ie t i e s ,  I  

s eek  to  ex t end  th e  f ron t i e r s  o f  ou r  po l i t i ca l  i mag in a t ion .  Bu t l e r  h as  a l s o  

ag reed  to  s uch  a t t emp ts  and  ac t s  o f  de l i be r a t ion .  S he  has  c l a imed  th a t  by  

pu t t ing  under  qu es t ion  and  s c ru t iny  a  p r es umed  p rac t i c e ,  w e  expos e  th e  

pos s ib le  under ly ing  ves ted  in te r es t s  and  open  the  s cop e  o f  b roaden ing  the  

ho r izons  o f  ou r  under s t and ing . 71 The  t r a j e c to ry ,  I  have  pu r s ued  th rough  my 

s tudy ,  does  no t  s eek  to  decons t ru c t  o r  d i s p lace  the  demo cra t i c  id ea l s .  

Ra the r ,  i t  s eeks  to  r ev i s e  the  under s t and ing  s o  as  to  b roaden  th e  

app l i c ab i l i ty  o f  s uch  id ea l s  to  f a c i l i t a t e  be t t e r  inc lu s ion .  
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Understanding the nature of concerns of Alternate Sexualities 
The  conc ep t ion  o f  the  idea  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  appe ar s  to  be  a  s oc i a l  

cons t ruc t  w h ich  has  emerg ed  in  c on t r ad i s t inc t ion  to  the  conv en t ion a l  

he te rono rm at iv e  d i s cou r s e . 72 S cho la r s  l i ke  P a tem an  hav e  a l s o  op ined  in  

f avo r  o f  gender  id en t i ty  a s  a  s oc ia l  c ons t ruc t . 73 Bu t l e r  has  v i ew ed  the  

r e l a t ion  be tw een  th e  he te rono rm at iv e  s t ance  o f  the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  

an d  the  s upp res s ed  and  s t e r eo typed  ex i s t ence  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  a s  

bas ed  on  a  log ic  o f  r e i f i ca t ion  and  pe r fo rmat iv i ty ,  w h ich  u l t im a te ly  w orks  

tow ards  the  r e in fo rcem en t  o f  the  fo rm er . 74 Th i s  an tagon i s m be tw e en  the  

he te rono rm at iv e  and  queer  d i s cou r s e  i s  somet i mes  as c r ibed  to  the  va r i a t ions  

in  he rmen eu t i c  under s t and ing  o f  s oc ia l  w or ld . 75 Thus ,  the  ac t  o f  r ev i s i t  and  

r ev i s ion  o f  thes e  conc ep tua l  f r am ew orks  become a l l  t he  more  i mpor tan t  to  

add res s  the  under s t a t ed  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

 

The  nas cen t  d i s cou r s e  on  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  be comes  p rob le mat ic  bec aus e  

o f  the  s ca r ce ly  av a i l ab le  s pace  a t  the  me t aphys ica l  a s  w e l l  a s  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  

l eve l .  D ue  to  the  con t r a - pos i t ions  t ak en  by  the  h e te rono r mat ive  and  queer  

d i s cou r s e ,  the  tw o  a r e  o f t en  s een  a s  exc lu s ive  to  e ach  o the r .  The  

con tes ta t ion  b e tw een  the  tw o  pe r s pec t iv es ,  how ever ,  does  no t  man i f es t  on  

eve ryday  bas i s  a s  i t  i s  obs cu red  by  the  p r i s mat i c  v iew  o f  ou r  conven t ion a l  

d i s cou r s es .  The  s igns  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  s upp res s ed  and  ou t ca s ted ,  

in  r ea l  l i f e ,  t h rough  he te rono r mat ive  and  pe r fo rmat ive  no t ions . 76 H a l l  

ou t l ines  Fouc au l t ’ s  p e r s pec t ive  on  the  n a tu r e  o f  d i s cou r s es  a s  compr i s ing  

o f  ‘ l anguage ,  im ages ,  uns poken  be l i e f s  and  p r e jud ic es ,  l aw s  and  s c ien t i f i c  

concep t s ,  and  a l l  o the r  m eans  by  w h ich  human  va lues  a r e  co mmun i ca t ed ,  

“na tu ra l i z ed”  and  r ep rodu ced…’ 77 

 

The  s t e r eo typ e  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  does  no t  end  a t  the  s oc io -

po l i t i ca l  l ev e l  bu t  ex tends  to  the  l ev e l  o f  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es  and  t ends  to  

p r es en t  the  nas cen t  d i s cou r s e  on  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  a s  a  coun te r - d i s cou r s e  
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w i thou t  any  founda t ion .  H ow ever ,  s uch  dep ic t ion  f a i l s  to  no t e  tha t  the  

found ing  p r inc ip les  o f  quee r  d i s cou r s e  fo l low s  the  s ame  idea l s  tha t  a r e  dea r  

to  the  democr a t i c  t r ad i t ion .  Th e  l ibe r a t o ry  as pec t s  o f  the  queer  d i s cou r s e  

does  no t  r equ i r e  i t  t o  be  an  an t i - thes i s  o f  the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e .  S uch  

l ibe r a to ry  as pec t  o f  the  queer  d i s cou r s e  l ends  i t  a  l eg i t i ma t e  g round  to  o f f e r  

the  c r i t iqu e  and  r ed r es s a l  to  the  con te mpora ry  de mocra cy .  H aber mas ,  a s  

obs e rved  by  H e ld ,  has  che r i s hed  th i s  em anc ipa to ry  in t e r es t  a s  an  i mpor tan t  

e l em en t  o f  any  po l i t i ca l  ph i lo s ophy .  Fo r  H aberm as ,  the  pu rpos e  o f  an  

emanc ipa to ry  d i s cou r s e  s hou ld  be  to  ‘ f a c i l i t a t e  the  p roces s  o f  me thod i ca l  

s e l f - r e f l e c t ion  and  to  d i s s o lve  the  ba r r i e r s  to  the  s e l f - co ns c ious  

deve lopm en t  o f  l i f e . ’ 78 I n  th i s  s ens e ,  th e  q ueer  d i s cou r s e  ho ld s  s cope  fo r  an  

emanc ipa to ry  expans ion  o f  the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es .  

 

The  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  a s  a  s ec t ion  o f  c i t i z en ry ,  have  been  looked - dow n  

upon  and  b r anded  as  a  dev ian t  c l a s s  o f  the  s oc ie ty . 79 The  genera l  p e r s pec t iv e  

r ega rd ing  homos exua l i ty  and  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  demons t r a te s  a  

p r eoccupa t ion  w i th  th e  a s pec t s  o f  l ib id o  a lone .  Bu t l e r  and  Foucau l t  hav e  

ou t l ined  how  the  con cep t ion  o f  a  f a mi ly ,  under  the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e ,  

f o l low s  t he  idea l s  o f  h e te rono r mat iv i ty  and  g lo r i f i e s  s uch  f am i ly .  The  ac t  

o f  g lo r i f i ca t ion  ex tends  to  a  s y s tem ic  r e fu ta t ion  o f  any  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  non -

he te rono rm at iv e  com munion . 80 S uch  d ic t a t e  i s  a  s t a t em en t  o f  p r e jud ice  

aga in s t  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  and  qu es t i ons  the  r igh t  to  l i f e  and  equ a l  

mora l  w or th  o f  ind iv idua l s .  By  po r t r ay i ng  the  s exua l  mino r i t i e s  a s  dev ian t  

and  pa tho log ic a l ,  t he  m a ins t r e am d i s co u r s es  have  been  ab l e  to  keep  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a t  the  f r inges . 81 I n  f ac t ,  t he r e  have  be en  s e r ious  

a t t e mp ts  to  t r ans fo rm o r  s upp res s  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  th rough  the  s o -

ca l l ed  ‘ conver s ion  the r ap ies . ’ 82 Th i s  amoun ts  to  a  s u f foca t ing  e l imin a t ion  

o f  the  ind iv idu a l i ty  o f  a  pe r s on  and  t r a ns la te s  to  a  den i a l  o f  the  r igh t  to  

s e l f - iden t i ty .  
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Whi le  the  s to ry  o f  demo cra t i c  mov eme n ts  ac ro s s  the  s t a t e s  and  s oc ie t i e s  

have  been  marked  by  a  f a i r  amoun t  o f  va r i ance  in  t e r ms  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s ,  

t he  t r ea t men t  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  has  r ema ined  more  o r  l e s s  

s upp res s ive  and  d i s mis s ive .  The  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  does  no t  r ecogn ize  

the  queer  iden t i ty  a s  an  equa l  pa r t i c ip an t  in  the  democra t i c  p roc es s es .  A ny 

accep tanc e  acco rd ed  to  th e  pe r s ons  w i th  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  made  

cond i t ion a l  on  the i r  adh erenc e  to  the  he t e rono rmat ive  ro les .  Thus ,  the r e  i s  

no  s pa t i a l i ty  ac co rded  to  the  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  H a l l  

a rgues  tha t  du e  to  th i s  s y s temic  n eg le c t ,  t he  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  have  l ived  

i n  comple te  igno r ance  o f  a  ‘ que er ’  co mmun i ty .  H e  fu r th e r  a s s e r t s  tha t  

‘ s exua l i ty  has  f r equ en t ly  been  igno r ed  a s  pa r t  o f  h i s to r i ca l  r eco rd  keep ing ’  

due  to  w h ich  the  con te mpora ry  gay  r i gh t  movem en ts  f ind  no  h i s to r i ca l  

p r eced en ce  to  s uppo r t  i t s  c l a i ms . 83 Th roug h  th i s  pe r s pec t iv e ,  the  h i s to ry  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  appe ar s  to  b e  a  v i c t im  o f  he te rono rm at iv e  a t roc i t i e s  

and  in te rven t ions .  A l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  become an  in te r es t ing  cas e  o f  s tudy  

due  to  the i r  s pa t i a l i ty  w i th in  a  d em ocracy  w h ich  has  be en  h i th e r to  

s upp res s ed  and  d i s p la ced .  I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  f ind  a  s econd  cas e  w h ich  r a i s es  

the  i s s ues  o f  democr a t i c  va lu es  in  a  mo re  p ronounced  w ay .  Th e  d i s cou r s e  

on  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  t hus ,  s eems  to  b e  con tes t ing  on  a  dua l  f r on t -  f o r  a  

s t r ugg le  to  p rove  the i r  v e ry  ex i s t ence -  a s  a  g roup -  and  as  a  pe r s on -  and  to  

make  th e i r  r igh t fu l  c l a i ms  o f  r ecogn i t io n .  

 

Alternate Sexualities and ‘Coerced Invisibility’ 
The  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  have  a lw ays  b e en  a  p a r t  o f  the  s oc ie ty . 84 The  ve ry  

p r emis e  o f  the  queer  id en t i ty  i s  b as ed  on  the  cho ic e  o f  an  ind iv idua l  to  l ead  

a  l i f e  a s  pe r  one’ s  s e l f - de f in ed  ends .  T he  founda t ion  o f  the  d i s cou r s e  on  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  s eems  to  be  em erg i ng  f rom thos e  per s ona l  a s pe c t s  o f  

l i f e ,  w her e  th e  s t a t e  and  s oc ie ty  a r e ,  o r  s hou ld  be ,  debar r ed  f r om  in t ru s ion .  

Y e t ,  the  s oc i e ty ,  in  th e  nam e  o f  pub l i c  mora l i ty  and  t r ad i t ion ,  a t t emp ts  to  

s upp res s  and  t r ans fo rm the  inna t e  ind iv idua l i ty  o f  thos e  w ho  f a i l  t he  

expec t a t ions  o f  he te rono rma t iv i ty . 85 H ow ever ,  s inc e  a  d i r ec t  and  fo r ce fu l  
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s upp res s ion  migh t  r a i s e  ques t ions  o f  l ibe r ty  and  ju s t i c e ,  the  s oc ia l  

d i s cou r s e  come  up  w i th  a  cover t  s t r a t egy  to  e s t ab l i s h  the  no rm o f  

he te rono rm at iv i ty .  I  under s t and  th i s  s t r a t egy  in  t e rms  o f  a  co er ced  

inv i s ib i l i t y .   

 

Gu tm an  and  Thomps on  h ave  compar ed  l aw s  aga in s t  homos exu a l i t y  and  

s exua l  o r i en ta t ion  as  ak in  to  r ac ia l  d i s c r imina t ion  and  a rgue  tha t  ques t ions  

tha t  w ere  h i th e r to  cons ide r ed  as  the  co ncern  o f  the  ind iv idua l  hav e  now  

become  a  po l i t i ca l  m a t t e r .  H ow ever ,  th e  pos i t ion  o f  impar t i a l i ty  e s t ab l i s hed  

by  the  l aw ,  in  mos t  cas e s ,  i s  a  ‘ f a l s e  impar t i a l i ty ’  a s  i t  s e t s  the  

he te rono rm at iv e  idea l  a s  the  p r i mary  t e rm o f  r e f e r ence . 86 J agos e ,  on  the  

o the r  hand ,  h igh l igh t s  tha t  th e  ou t l in e  o f  the  d i s cou r s e  on  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  i s  done  as  an  an t i - thes i s  o f  the  he te rono rm at iv e  d i s cou r s e .  H e  

a rgues  tha t  th i s  p lac es  the  he te rono r m at ive  o rde r  a t  th e  cen t e r  o f  the  

ph i lo s oph ica l  un ive r s e  and  po r t r ays  the  ex i s t ence  o f  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  

as  a  dev ia t ion  f rom th e  ‘no rmal ’ . 87 I n  th i s  w ay  the  nas cen t  d i s cou r s e  on  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  r em ains  s ubdued  an d  s ub juga ted .  

 

The  bas i c  p r em is e  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s es  ca n  be  found  in  a  log ic  o f  b in a ry , 88 

w h ich  I  have  d i s cus s ed  in  the  p r eced i ng  s ec t ion .  Go ing  by  th i s  log i c ,  

any th ing  tha t  do es  n o t  f i t  i n to  th e  de f in i t ion  o f  d es i r ab l e  i s  cons ide red  as  

a  pa thog en .  Th e  conv en t ion a l  r ead ing  o f  the  d i s cou r s es  i s  b as ed  upon  the  

un fo ld ing  o f  the  d i s cou r s es  th rough  a  d ia le c t i ca l  co mmun i ca t ion  be tw een  

the  des i r ab le  and  und es i r ab le .  S uch  und er s t and ing  has  be en  w e l l  cap tu red  

by  M arx  th rough  h i s  under s t and ing  o f  d ia l ec t i ca l  m a te r i a l i s m. 89 Even  w i th in  

the  l ibe r a l  t r ad i t ion ,  the  p r es enc e  o f  t h i s  d ia l ec t i c  o rd e r  can  be  s een  in  

t e rms  o f  a  d icho to my  be tw een  th e  pub l i c  and  p r iva te , 90 and  be tw een  the  

s t a t e  and  the  i nd iv idua l .  I n  more  r ecen t  t imes ,  Bu t l e r  has  a l s o  d i s cus s ed  

how  the  l eg i t i macy  o f  the  h e te rono r mat ive  o rde r  i s  ma in ta in ed  th rough  a  

s y s temic  s ubo rd ina t ion  o f  the  f emin ine  gender . 91 The  s anc t i ty  and  

r e s pec tab i l i ty  o f  s uch  o rde r ,  f o r  Y oung ,  ‘ cons i s t s  in  con fo rming  to  no rms  
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t ha t  r ep r es s  s exua l i ty  and  emo t iona l  exp res s ion . ’ 92 P a tem an  pu t s  th i s  

conc i s e ly  a s -  ‘ [ s oc ia l ]  con t r ac t  a lw ays  genera t es  po l i t i ca l  r igh t  in  th e  fo rm  

o f  r e l a t ions  o f  domina t ion  and  s ubo rd ina t ion . ’ 93 H ow ever ,  th i s  d icho tomous  

r e l a t ions h ip  be tw e en  the  con t r a ry  id eas  imp l i es  tha t  the  tw o  as pec t s  o f  the  

deba te  a r e  a lw ays  an  in teg ra l  bu t  mu t ua l ly  oppos i t e  cons t i tuen t s  o f  the  

s oc ia l  d i s cou r s e  i t s e l f .  Y oung  iden t i f i e s  th i s  t endency  as  r edu c t ion i s t  a s  i t  

va lues  commonn es s  over  d i f f e r ence .  Th i s  r educ t io n i s t  t endency  i s  caus ed  

by  unexamined  as s umpt ions  o f  no rmat ive  pos i t ions . 94 Th i s  r educ t ion i s t  

t endency  can  be  obs e rved  in  the  r e s t r i c t ive  pe r s pe c t iv e  o f  a  b ina ry  

under s t and ing  o f  gender .  S uch  under s t and ing  i s  p r emis ed  upon  th e  

hegemony  o f  the  he te rono r mat i ve  o rde r  and  fo r ec lo s es  any  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  

change . 95  

 

The  p rob l em  emerg es  w i th  the  in t rodu c t i on  o f  a  th i rd  va r i ab le ,  w h ich  s t ands  

in  con t r ad i s t inc t ion  to  th e  ex i s t ing  f r a mew ork  o f  b ipo l a r  under s t and ing .  

S ince  the  p a r ad ig m o f  under s t and ing  o f  t he  conven t io na l  d i s cou r s e  i s  bas ed  

upon  the  log i c  o f  b ipo la r i ty ,  i t  i s  un ab le  t o  acco mmoda te  any  n ew  var i ab les .  

When  s uch  ‘ A l ien ’ 96 en t i t i e s  a r e  s tud ied  under  the  ex i s t ing  pa rad igm,  ou r  

v i s ion  becom es  p r i s ma t i c  and  d i s c r i mina to ry .  I t  i s  s o  bec aus e  th e r e  a r e  no  

too l s  o r  t e rms  o f  r e f e r enc e  ava i l ab l e  to  under s t and  the  new  en t i ty .  A s  a  

r e s u l t ,  t he  exp l ana t ion  o f  s uch  en t i ty  b y  the  conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s e  tu rn s  

ou t  to  be  p r i s mat i c  and  d i s c r i mina to ry .  S ince  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  a s s imi l a te  

and  accom moda t e  the  ex i s t ence  o f  th e  a l i en  en t i ty ,  th e  bes t  s o lu t ion  

ava i l ab le  to  the  d i s cou r s e  i s  to  r e fu te  the  ve ry  ex i s t enc e  o r  ind iv idu a l i ty  o f  

any th ing  tha t  f a l l s  ou t s ide  i t s  log i c .  B y  do ing  s o ,  the  cha l l eng e  to  the  

d i s cou r s e  i s  e l i mina ted .  By  p rov ing  th a t  the  p a thogen  i s  no th ing  bu t  an  

ab no rmal  d ev ian ce ,  w h ich  can  b e  co r r e c ted  th rough  the r ap eu t i c  me as u res ,  

the  d i s cou r s e  ma in ta in s  i t s  in t eg r i ty  a nd  con t inu i ty .  S uch  s t r a t egy  and  

in s tance  o f  s upp res s ion ,  I  under s t and ,  cou ld  be  r e f e r r ed  to  a s  coer c ed  

inv i s ib i l i t y .  A  s imi la r  exp l ana t ion  cou l d  b e  found  in  Foucau l t  w hen  he  

d i s cus s ed  the  cu l tu r e  o f  r ep res s ion  and  t aboo . 97 
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The  no t ion  o f  coe rc ed  inv i s ib i l i ty  a ccu ra te ly  des c r ibes  the  p ro ces s  th rough  

w h ich  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  made  s oc ia l ly  and  po l i t i ca l ly  inv i s ib l e .  

Be i t z  a rgue  tha t  ou r  po l i t i c a l  p ro ced u res  o f t en  d e f ine  th e  t e rms  o f  

engagem en t .  When  s om e  g roups  a r e  una b le  to  f i t  i n to  s uch  t e rms ,  th ey  a r e  

exc luded  f rom  the  pub l i c  s phere  and  t r e a ted  as  ‘ s oc ia l ly  dead ’ . 98 The  log i c  

o f  coe rced  inv i s ib i l i ty  i s  d i f f e r en t  f r om  the  idea  o f  a  coe r ced  obed i ence .  

Wi th in  a  d emocr a t i c  s e tup ,  the  ide a  o f  coe rced  obed i ence  migh t  no t  l a s t  

long  as  i t  w ou ld  r a i s e  concerns  o f  r ig h t s .  The  conv en t ion a l  de mocra t i c  

f r amew ork  i s  a l l eged ly  open  to  the  p os s ib i l i ty  o f  d i s s en t  and  p ro tes t ,  

p rov ided  tha t  s uch  p ro tes t  t ak es  p lace  w i th in  the  t e r r i to ry  o f  the  p r eva i l ing  

no rmat iv e  o rde r .  Thus ,  the  p ro tes t s  aga i n s t  the  s t a t e  o r  the  ru l ing  e l i t e  by  

the  conven t ion a l  mino r i ty  g roups  does  not  f a l l  p r ey  to  th e  p ro jec t  o f  coe rced  

inv i s ib i l i ty .  The  p r i me  t a rge t s  o f  coe r ce d  inv i s ib i l i ty  a r e  to  be  found  in  the  

a r eas  w h ich  l i e  ou t s ide  th e  no rma t iv e  f ron t i e r s  o f  the  conv en t ion a l  

d i s cou r s e .  Coerced  inv i s ib i l i ty  t akes  p la ce  in  s paces  w h ich  f a l l  beyond  th e  

p r i s mat i c  v i s ion  o f  the  conv en t ion a l  d i s cou r s e .  I n  th i s  m anner ,  i t  a l s o  

es capes  the  log ic  o f  the  de mocra t i c  ju s t i ce .  Bu t l e r  h as  a l s o  r ecogn iz ed  the  

ou tcas te  o f  ce r t a in  g roups  and  the i r  ex i s t ence  as  cha rac te r i zed  by  

‘ l ingu i s t i c  improp r i e ty  and  un rep res en ta b i l i ty . ’ 99 Bu t l e r  f u r the r  h igh l igh t s  

tha t  the  r i tua l  o f  ou tc as te  beco mes  cen t r a l  to  th e  s t ab i l i ty  o f  the  

conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s e  and  con t inues  t h rough  pe r fo rmat iv i ty  a s  w e l l  a s  

exc lu s ion . 100 

 

The  app l i c ab i l i ty  o f  the  p r inc ip l es  and  idea l s  o f  a  democracy  chang e  fo r  

the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  and  any  g roup  w h ich  f a l l s  beyond  i t s  no rmat ive  

f ron t i e r s .  Th i s  i s  be caus e  th e  t e rms  o f  e ngagemen t  a r e  d i f f e r en t  f o r  th ings  

tha t  canno t  be  exp la ined  o r  under s tood  by  a  g iven  pa rad igm.  S ince  th e  

ex i s t enc e  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  d i r e c t ly  pos e  a  th r ea t  to  th e  log i c  o f  

the  he te rono r mat ive  o rde r ,  i t  i s  pe r t ine n t  f o r  the  l a t t e r  to  inva l ida t e  the  

ve ry  iden t i ty  and  ex i s t en ce  o f  s uch  g roup s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t he  he t e rono rma t ive  
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d i s cou r s e  f inds  i t  p ruden t  to  po r t r a y  the  ‘ a l i en ’  log i c  o f  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  a s  an  ‘ abno rma l i ty ’  w h i ch  needs  to  b e  r e med i ed  and  

r ep r imand ed .  Thus ,  in s t ead  o f  an  a t t em p t  to  under s t and  and  accom moda t e  

t he  a l t e rna te  pos i t ion ,  the  d i s cou r s e  beg in s  to  dec la r e  s uch  en t i t i e s  a s  ‘ ou t  

o f  bounds . ’  S uch  exerc i s e  s aves  the  no rmat i ve  f r am ew ork  f rom the  

unneces s a ry  e f fo r t  to  exp la in  and  ju s t i f y  the  ex i s t ing  a r r ang emen ts .  

Th rough  a  s oc ie ty  w ide  conc ea l men t  o f  t he  a l t e rna t e  r ea l i t i e s ,  t he  d i s cou r s e  

i s  ab le  to  ma in ta in  i t s  log ic a l  coheren ce  and  domina t ion ,  a t  the  cos t  o f  ve ry  

ex i s t enc e  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  r ea l i t i e s .  

 

A  genera l  conno t a t ion  o f  the  t e rm  ‘ou t  o f  bounds ’  t aken  f rom  s evera l  s po r t s  

l i ke  T enn i s  o r  Foo tba l l  s ugges t s  s ometh i ng  tha t  goes  b eyond  the  l eg i t im a te  

t e r r i to ry  o f  the  f i e ld .  Wha t ever  r em ains  ou t  o f  bounds  does  no t  concern  the  

ma te r i a l i ty  o f  the  p l ay  i t s e l f .  Fu r the r ,  the  pos i t ion  o f  ou t  o f  bound  a l s o  

d i s qua l i f i e s  s uch  en t i t i e s  f rom r a i s ing  vo ices  o r  in te rven ing  w i th in  th e  

a f f a i r s  o f  the  ma in  f i e ld .  When  th i s  log i c  i s  u s ed  to  under s t and  the  na tu r e  

o f  d i s cou r s es ,  i t  h in t s  tow ards  th ings  w h ich  a r e  beyond  the  t e r r i to ry  o f  

r ecogn i t ion .  W i th  no  s pa t i a l i ty  a cco rde d  w i th in  the  d emocr a t i c  s pac e ,  th e  

concerns  o f  ju s t i ce  and  mora l i ty  e vapo ra tes .  S uch  g roups  become  

p rac t i ca l ly  i nv i s ib le  f o r  the  conven t iona l  no rmat ive  d i s cou r s e ,  and  thus  no  

de l ibe r a t ion  i s  r equ i r ed  to  add res s  the i r  concerns .  

 

H ow ever ,  the  pe r s pec t iv e  o f  the  ou tc as ted  g roup  expos es  the  s evere  

in ju s t i c e  s uch  log ic  does .  Coerced  inv i s i b i l i ty  o f  a  g roup  ab roga tes  the  ve ry  

s pa t i a l i ty  to  b e  e l ig ib le  to  r a i s e  any  c oncerns  in  the  s oc i e ty .  Thus ,  the  

de l ibe r a t ions  ov er  ju s t i ce  and  r igh t s  t ak es  p lac e  w i thou t  the  cons ide ra t ion  

o f  s uch  ou tcas ted  g roups .  Th e  log ic  o f  c oe rced  inv i s ib i l i ty  ens u res  th a t  th e  

ou tcas ted  g roups  a r e  n ever  ab le  to  r a i s e  any  concerns  o f  the i r  ow n .  O nce  

the  concerns  o f  s uch  g roups  a r e  neu t r a l i zed ,  a  bas e  i s  c r ea ted  fo r  

l eg i t imi z ing  the  t r ans fo rmat ive  p rog r am  fo r  s uch  a l t e rna te  iden t i t i e s .  Th i s  

i s  the  log i c  th a t  gu ides  the  f r amew ork  o f  conv en t iona l  r e s pons e  to  the  
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a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  I n s tead  o f  r a i s in g  ques t ions  o f  ex i s t en t i a l i s m  and  

s e l f - r ea l i za t ion ,  the  h e te rono r mat ive  d i s cou r s e  ju s t i f i e s  and  p romot es  the  

ac t s  o f  ‘ conver s ion  the r apy ’ 101 a s  a  human e  exerc i s e .  

 

A no the r  d imens ion  o f  the  id ea  o f  coe r ced  inv i s ib i l i ty  i s  the  cond i t iona l  

acces s  t o  the  pub l i c  s phere  w h ich  i s  bas ed  upon  the  adheren ce  to  the  

he te rono rm at iv e  exp ec t a t ions .  The  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  o f t en  f ac e  a  

t r emendous  amoun t  o f  s oc ie ta l  p r es s u re  t o  fo l low  the  he te rono rma t ive  cod es  

o f  the  s oc ie ty .  Thus ,  more  o f t en  th an  no t ,  w e  obs e rve  the  memb er s  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  exp res s ing  a  dua l - p e r s ona l i ty , 102 w here in  they  hav e  to  

ro le - p lay  the  pe r fo rm at iv e  as pec t s  o f  h e te rono rm at iv e  o rde r  w h ich  mak es  

the i r  l i f e  an  eve ryday  s t rugg le  fo r  s e l f - r ea l i za t ion .  A l t man  has  r ecogn i zed  

t he  p s ych i c  cos t s  o f  con cea l ing  on e’ s  s exua l  d es i r e s  and  h igh l igh t ed  th e  

l i f e long  gu i l t  and  anx i e ty . 103 The  as pe c t s  o f  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i ty  a r e  o f t en  

s t e r eo typed  as  dev i an t  ‘ f an tas i e s ’  w h ich ,  Bu t l e r  a rgues ,  po in t s  tow ards  the  

r ea l i ty  beyond  the  no rm at iv e  s oc ia l - con s t ruc t s . 104 I t  i s  no t  a  r a r e  s igh t  to  

f ind  queer  pe r s ons  l iv ing  in  the  gu i s e  o f  he te ro s exua l  memb er s  o f  s oc ie ty .  

I n  f ac t ,  i n  the  con tex t  o f  the  mu l t i f a r ious  iden t i t i e s  and  s oc io - cu l tu r a l  

a f f i l i a t ions  an  ind iv idua l  pos s es s es ,  i t  i s  o f t en  the  cas e  tha t  the  gender  

iden t i ty  i s  s upp res s ed  du e  to  t he  o t he r  domin an t  s oc ia l  r o les  o f  an  

ind iv idua l . 105 Foucau l t  has  v i ew ed  to  s uch  ex i s t enc e  as  ‘m a in ta ined  on ly  a t  

the  cos t  o f  [ ones ]  nu l l i f i ca t ion . ’ 106 Bu t l e r  has  a l s o  d i s cus s ed  th i s  a s pec t  o f  

be ing  the  ‘ inv i s ib l e ’  en t i ty  and  a rgued  t ha t :  

 

“To be called a copy, to be called unreal, is one way in which one can be oppressed, but 

consider that it is more fundamental than that. To be oppressed means that you 

already exist as a subject of some kind, you are there as the visible and oppressed other 

for the master subject, as a possible or potential subject, but to be unreal is something 

else again. To be oppressed you must first become intelligible. To find that you are 

fundamentally unintelligible is to find that you have not yet achieved access to the 

human…”107 
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The  f ea r  o f  be ing  cu t  o f f  f r om the  s oc i e ty  fo r ces  an  ind iv idua l  to  en fo rce  

upon  ones e l f  the  he te rono rm at iv e  idea l s .  Th i s  c r ea tes  s eve re  iden t i ty  c r i s i s ,  

w hich  in  tu rn  i s  a t t r ibu ted  to  the  p r es enc e  o f  ‘ qu eer ’  a t t r ibu tes  in  a  pe r s on .  

This  coe r ced  inv i s ib i l i ty  l e aves  an  in d iv idua l  w i th  on ly  tw o  pos s ib le  

cho ices -  e i the r  to  b r e ak  aw ay  f rom the  immed i a te  s oc ia l  s pac e  and  f ind  

s o lace  in  a  ghe t to  o f  l ike - minded  pe r s o ns , 108 o r  l ive  in  a  s e l f - s u f foc a t ing  

cond i t ion  w i th  a  s t r ugg l e  fo r  r ea l i za t ion  o f  the  s e l f . 109 Bu t l e r  h as  d i s cus s ed  

the  v iew s  o f  P s ychoana ly s t s  l ike  Fr eud  w ho  v iew ed  every  ind iv idua l  a s  

hav ing  bo th -  homos exua l  a s  w e l l  a s  he te ro s exua l  t endenc ies .  Fr eud  a l s o  

be l i ev ed  tha t  the  ho mos exua l  t enden cy  i n  an  ind iv idu a l  i s  s upp res s ed  under  

the  domin an t  he te r ono rm at iv e  f r am ew ork .  I n  an  a t t emp t  to  fu l f i l l  t h e  

expec t a t ions  o f  th e  pha l loc en t r i c  s oc ie t y ,  an  ind iv idua l  o f t en  s upp res s es  

the  homos exua l  inc l ina t ions .  Th i s  ha s  s e r ious  imp l ica t ions  over  the  

deve lopm en t  o f  ind iv idu a l  ego .  H e  w arned  tha t  the  i mpos i t ion  o f  

he te rono rm at iv e  no rms  on  ind iv idu a l s  co u ld  be  an  ac t  o f  hyper - mor a l  id ea l s  

f o r  the  ego  w h ich ,  i f  t ak en  to  ex t r em e ,  cou ld  mo t iva t e  s u ic id e .  The  idea l s  

s e t  by  the  s oc i e ty ,  f o r  the  ind iv idua l  eg o ,  s e rves  a s  an  in te rn a l  ag ency  o f  

s anc t ion  and  t aboo  w h ich  w ork s  to  cons o l ida te  gender  id en t i ty . 110 Th i s  

cons o l ida t ion  o f  gender  iden t i ty  i s  a  l i f e - long  p roces s  w h ich  i s  r e in fo rced  

th rough  a l l  a s pec t s  o f  l i f e .  M enon  r e f e r s  to  th i s  p roces s  o f  mo ld ing  fo r  

s pec i f i c  gender  ro les  a s  ‘ gend er ing ’ .  S he  a l s o  h igh l igh t s  th e  f ac t  t h a t  th e  

ru les  tha t  cou ld  no t  be  in te rna l i z ed  a r e  ‘v io len t ly  en fo rc ed . ’ 111 The  

he te rono rm at iv e  o rde r  s t i l l  m a in t a in s  s ome  w ays  to  fu r the r  deme an  th e  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  Fou cau l t  h as  d i s cus s ed  how  the  he t e rono rma t ive  

d i s cou r s e  on  s ex  c r ea tes  f ea r  in  th e  mind s  o f  the  peop le  r ega rd ing  any th ing  

tha t  goes  beyond  the  domain  o f  he te rono rmat iv e  idea l s .  The  mora l  codes  o f  

the  s oc ie ty  and  the  s oc ia l  cu s toms  a r e  in t e rp r e ted  s o  as  to  l ink  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  w i th  ev i l ,  d i s e as e  and  dea th . 112 
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The  log ic  o f  the  co e rced  inv i s ib i l i ty ,  thus ,  r a i s es  ques t ions  fo r  the  

d i s cou r s es  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  the  ind iv idu a l s .  I t  r a i s es  ques t ions  o f  ju s t i ce  tha t  

a r e  o f t en  h idden  f rom the  common  s ig h t  due  to  inv i s ib l e  s t a tu s  o f  th e  

concerns  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  A  s im i la r  log ic  w as  p r ac t i ced  by  th e  N az i  

l eader s  in  pe r s ecu t ing  the  J ew s .  Fo r  the  N az i s ,  the  r igh t s  o f  the  J ews  d id  

no t  ma t t e r  a s  i t  w as  ‘ou t  o f  bound’  f ro m the i r  p a r ad ig m o f  under s t and ing .  

Thus ,  un ju s t  ac t iv i t i e s  and  a t roc i t i e s  w er e  ju s t i f i ed  in  th e  nam e  o f  ‘ cu ra t ive  

ac t ions . ’ 113 The  s ame  s i tua t ion  i s  f ac ed  by  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  w ho  

exper ien ce  a  s y s tem ic  ou t cas te  and  n eg l ec t  f r om th e  p r eva i l ing  d i s cou r s es .  

Bu t l e r  des c r ib es  th i s  s i tua t ion  as  cha r ac t e r i zed  by  th e  cu l tu r a l  i mpos s ib i l i ty  

o f  r ecogn i t ion  and  l eg a l  i l l eg i t ima c y  o f  c l a ims ,  w h ich  ens u res  tha t  any  

pro jec t  t ak en  up  fo r  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  r em ains  ‘ cu l tu r a l ly  

un th inkab l e  and  unv i ab le  f ro m the  s t a r t . ’ 114 

 

The  r i s e  o f  the  d i s cou r s e  on  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  i s  a  con tempor a ry  

deve lopm en t .  P r io r  to  th i s ,  any  d i s cus s ion  pe r t a in ing  to  concerns  o f  gend er  

iden t i ty  o r  s exu a l  o r i en t a t ion  w as  t r ac ed  to  the  f em in i s t  f r amew ork .  Th i s  i s  

no t  to  a rgue  tha t  th e  f emin i s t  s cho la r s h ip  does  no t  r e l a t e  to  th e  i s s ues  o f  

gender  iden t i ty  bu t  the  f ac t  th a t  t he  he te rono r mat iv i ty  w i th in  th e  

conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s e  a l low s  the  f e min i s t  d i s cou r s e  to  e merge  as  a  s e t  o f  

coun te r - a rgu men ts  to  the  a l l eged ly  pha l locen t r i c  d i s cou r s es . 115 Th i s  log i c  

o f  he te rono rma t iv i ty  acco rds  ac cep t ance  to  the  p r es ence  o f  a  f r amew ork  o f  

coun te r - a rgu men t -  in  the  fo rm o f  f em in i s t  s choo l -  bu t  f inds  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  

accom moda t e  the  c l a i ms  o f  a  d i s cou r s e  o n  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

 

Searching the Concerns of Alternate sexualities 
The  exp lo ra t ion  o f  the  p r i mary  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  needs  

to  be  done  in  the  con tex t  o f  the i r  d i s t i nc t  s pa t i a l i ty .  S uch  exp lo r a t ion  i s  

impor tan t  to  deve lop  an  under s t and ing  o f  the  queer  po l i t i c s  becaus e  i t  i s  

w ha t  l inks  the  m e taphys i ca l  a s pe c t s  o f  t he  i s s ue  w i th  the  t e mpora l  w or ld .  

S uch  exp lo ra t ion  w ou ld  a l s o  he lp  to  un der s t and  and  a r r iv e  a t  a  t r a j ec to ry  
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w h ich  cou ld  b e  pu r s ued  in  o rd e r  to  add res s  the  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s .  Th rough  my  s tudy ,  I  have  t r i ed  to  iden t i fy  the  ma jo r  them es  

w h ich  open  the  w or ld  o f  pos s ib i l i t i e s  f o r  under s t and ing  the  conc ern  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

 

The  f i r s t  th eme  th rough  w h ich  I  hav e  t r i ed  to  under s t and  the  concerns  o f  

the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  bas ed  upon  t he  f r amew ork  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  and  

r ecogn i t ion  w h ich  i s  p r im ar i ly  des c r ib e d  by  Fr as e r  w h i l e  des c r ib ing  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a s  ‘ b i va l en t  co l l ec t iv i t i e s . ’ 116 Fr as e r ’ s  w ork  p r es en t s  

an  in s igh t fu l  an a ly t i ca l  d i s cus s ion  on  the  ch a l l enges  f a ced  by  s pec i f i c  

g roups  in  fu r the r ing  the i r  conc erns .  By  s tudy ing  the  concerns  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  th rough  the  f r amew ork  p ropos ed  by Fras e r ,  I  hope  to  

under s t and  and  t ack l e  the  va r ious  ch a l l eng es  w h ich  migh t  be f a l l  t he  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  The  c as e  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  a l s o  beco mes  

in te r es t ing  due  to  the  cha l l enges  i t  pos e s  to  the  app ro ach  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  

ju s t i ce  w h i ch  i s  o f t en  cons id e red  as  th e  s o le  a r ena  o f  s ecu r ing  ju s t i ce  to  a  

g roup .  The  cas e  o f  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  i s  a  good  s tudy  to  under s t and  and  

exp lo re  the  r i s ing  d i s cou r s e  ov er  the  ide a  o f  ju s t i ce  a s  r ecogn i t ion  and  th e  

l imi ta t ions  o f  J u s t i ce  a s  Red i s t r ibu t ion . 117 

 

The  s econd  the m e  th rough  w h ich  I  s ha l l  a t t e mp t  to  under s t and  th e  con cerns  

o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  r e l a t e s  to  the  founda t iona l  under s t and ing  o f  the  

va lues  l ik e -  l ibe r ty  and  equ a l i ty -  and  th e i r  r epe r cus s ions  fo r  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s .  Th rough  th i s  the me ,  my  p r i mar y  a im w ou ld  be  to  e s t ab l i s h  the  

f ac t  tha t  the  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  no t  a l i en  to  the  

concep t s  o f  l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty ,  bu t  inn a te  in  the  founda t iona l  p r em is e  o f  

thes e  va lues .  I t  i s  impor tan t  to  f ind  the  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  c l a ims  o f  a l t e r na t e  

s exua l i t i e s  w i th  r e l a t ion  to  the  found a t i ona l  id ea l s  o f  demo cracy  in  o rd e r  

to  f ind  a  p r e mis e  fo r  th e  s oc io - po l i t i c a l  ac t ion .  
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The Recognition-Redistribution dimension 
D el ibe ra t ion  upon  any  met aphys ica l  id ea  ho ld s  impor tan ce  s o  long  i t  i s  

r e l evan t  to  t he  s oc ie ty .  Th e  con te mp la t io n  over  the  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  r e mains  an  i mpor tan t  t a s k  f o r  the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s e  b ecaus e  i t  

ho ld s  g r ea t  s ign i f i cance  fo r  th e  un fo ld ing  o f  the  democr a t i c  p roces s es .  

H ow ever ,  the  d i s t inc t  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e r na te  s exua l i t i e s  a s ks  u s  to  

exp lo re  the  d i s t inc t  a r eas  o f  de l ibe r a t ion .  Fr as e r  has  d i s cus s ed  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  a s  ‘ b iva l en t  co l l e c t i v i t i e s ’  t o  h igh l igh t  the  co mplex i t i e s  

a s s oc ia ted  w i th  the i r  demo cra t i c  s t r ugg les  w h ich  o f t en  o s c i l l a t e  be tw e en  

the  tw o  as pec t s  o f  ju s t i c e  a s  r ed i s t r ibu t i on  and  r ecogn i t ion . 118 

 

The  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  has  been  p r imar i ly  a s s oc ia t ed  w i th  th e  

r ed i s t r ibu t ive  as pec t s  o f  ju s t i ce . 119 The  r i s e  o f  the  po l i t i c s  o f  r ecogn i t ion  i s  

a  more  r e cen t  ph enomenon .  Fras e r  cha ra c te r i zes  the  con te mpora ry  t r end  o f  

‘ r ad ica l  de mocra cy ’  th rough  an  inc r e as ing  ro le  o f  r ecogn i t ive  a s pec t s  o f  

j u s t i ce . 120 The  con cep t ion  o f  the  idea  o f  r ad ica l  demo cracy  does  no t  s eek  

any  decons t ruc t iv e  s t r a t egy ,  r a th e r  i t  i s  c lo s e r  to  my  under s tand ing  o f  a  

‘bo rde r l e s s  democra cy ’ .  Fr as e r  has  des c r ibed  a  r ad ica l  d emocr acy  in  t e rms  

o f  a  s i t e  o f  ‘mu l t ip le  in t e r s ec t ing  d i f f e r e nc es ’ 121 w here  in s tead  o f  a  b roader  

hegemon i c  pub l i c  o rd e r  the r e  ex i s t s  a  number  o f  ‘ s uba l t e rn  

coun te rpub l i c s ’ 122 w h ich  de f ine  the  no rma t ive  f r amew ork  fo r  thems e lves .  

The  r es u l t an t  po l i t i c a l  f r amew ork  thu s  becomes  exemp la ry  o f  w ha t  i s  

des c r ibed  as  a  ‘ de l ibe r a t ive  de mocracy ’  w h ich ,  acco rd ing  to  Gu tm an  and  

Thomps on ,  i s  cha rac t e r i z ed  by  ans w erab i l i ty ,  a cces s ib i l i ty ,  p rov i s ion a l i ty  

and  dynam is m o f  i t s  dec i s ion - mak ing  p roces s es . 123 Th e  con tempor a ry  

democra t i c  pa r ad igm i s ,  t hus ,  cha ra c te r i zed  by  mu l t ip l i c i ty  o f  in te r s e c t ing  

iden t i t i e s  and  p lu r a l i ty  o f  in t e r es t s .  Th e  p lu r a l i ty  o f  s ub - pub l i c  s pher es  

a l low s  fo r  a  cons t an t  r enego t i a t ion  over  the  de f in i t ion  o f  th e  founda t iona l  

va lues  o f  democra cy  i t s e l f .  S uch  r en ego t i a t ion  p r even t s ,  w ha t  Fras e r  

def ines  a s ,  th e  ‘ba lkan iz ing  t endenc ies  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s  and  p ro mote  

broader  po l i t i c a l  a l l i an ces . ’ 124  
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Fr as e r  p r io r i t i zes  the  ro le  o f  iden t i ty  p o l i t i c s  a s  i t  p l ays  an  in s t rum en ta l  

r o le  in  dec id ing  upon  the  con tou r s  o f  ou r  democra t i c  under s t and ing .  Th i s  

in s t rumen t a l  r o le  o f  iden t i t y  po l i t i c s  i s  p r imar i ly  becaus e  o f  the  dec en te r ing  

of  the  po l i t i c s  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ion .  Wi th  t he  a r r iva l  o f  a  ‘ pos t - s oc ia l i s t ’  e r a  

of  democracy ,  Fr as e r  c l a ims ,  the  pa r am e te r s  o f  ju s t i ce  have  been  r ep l aced  

f rom ‘ in te r es t ,  exp lo i t a t ion  and  r ed i s t r i bu t ion  to  id en t i ty ,  d i f f e r enc e  and  

r ecogn i t ion . ’ 125 The  r a t ion a l i ty  beh ind  s uc h  r ep lac emen t  o f  emph as i s  f rom  

r ed i s t r ibu t ion  to  r ecogn i t ion  l i e s  in  the  na tu r e  o f  con cerns  and  in ju s t i ces  

f aced  by  ce r t a in  g roups .  Wi th  the  uns poken  bu t  ev iden t  t r iu mph  o f  the  

democra t i c  o rd e r , 126 i t  h as  now  beco me po s s ib le  to  add res s  the  in ju s t i ce  o f  

ma te r i a l  in equa l i t i e s  th rough  t a rg e te d  in te rven t ions .  H ow ever ,  w ha t  

r emains  a  m a jo r  cha l l enge  in  th e  pu r s u i t  o f  ju s t i c e  and  equa l i ty  i s  th e  s oc io -

cu l tu r a l  s t e r eo typ e  tha t  debar s  s ome  g r oups  f rom an  equa l  pa r t i c ip a t ion .  

Th i s  in ju s t i ce  emerg es  f rom th e  pu rpo r ted  log ic  o f  the  s oc i a l  and  e thn ic  

iden t i ty ,  w h ich  c anno t  be  n eu t r a l i zed  th r ough  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  m eas u res .   

 

The  c as e  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  i s  un ique ly  p la ced  in  ou r  d i s cou r s e  

becaus e  o f  t he i r  i n v i s ib l e  s t a tu s .  Wh i le  i t  m igh t  be  a rgued  th a t  the  

founda t ion  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s  i s  a l r ea dy  l a id  in  fo rm o f  a  c ry s ta l l i zed  

image  o f  the  qu eer  in  the  he t e rono rma t i ve  f r amew ork ,  s uch  imag e  i s  i t s e l f  

a  p roduc t  o f  th e  s t e r eo type  e merg ing  f r om the  he te rono rm at iv e  d i s cou r s e ,  

w h ich  l abe l s  the  queer  a s  a  dev ian t  g roup . 127 The  a t t i tud e  o f  the  

he te rono rm at iv e  d i s cou r s e  becomes  the  i dea l  cons t ruc t  o f  cu l tu r a l / s ymbo l i c  

in ju s t i c e  w h ich  i s  v iew ed  by  Fr as e r  in  t e r ms  o f  cu l tu r a l  do mina t ion ,  

mis r ecogn i t ion  and  d i s r es pec t . 128 Thus ,  ami ds t  s uch  f r amew ork ,  the  p r i mary  

t a s k  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  to  e s t ab l i s h  the i r  iden t i ty  in  a  more  

a f f i rming  manner .  A  po l i t i c s  o f  d i f f e r enc e  can  b e  bu i l t  upon  th e  founda t ion  

o f  a  pos i t ive  under s t and ing  o f  th e  iden t i t y .  H ow ever ,  the  p rob lem w i th  th i s  

pu r s u i t  o f  an  a f f i rma t ive  iden t i ty  fo r  t he  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  tha t  i t s  

‘ou t  o f  bound’  s t a tu s  r e fu s es  the  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  s uch  iden t i ty . 129  
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The  ques t  f o r  ju s t i ce  and  equa l i ty ,  f o r  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  beg in s  w i th  

the  goa l  o f  s e cu r ing  an  a f f i rma t ive  ide n t i ty .  Th e  r ecogn i t iv e  a s pec t s  o f  

ju s t i ce  ho ld s  the  k ey  fo r  add res s ing  the  concerns  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  H ow ever ,  i t  needs  to  be  no t ed  tha t  s uch  pu r s u i t  o f  r ecogn i t ive  

ju s t i ce  needs  to  c r aw l  i t s  w ay  th rough  th e  va r ious  pos s ib l e  s t r a t eg i es .  A ls o ,  

w h i l e  s uch  a  t r a j ec to ry  m igh t  en ta i l  a  s i gn i f i can t  r ev i s ion  in  the  t e rms  and  

concep t s  o f  the  he t e rono rmat ive  d i s co u r s e  i t s e l f ,  t he  pu rpos e  o f  s uch  

r ev i s ion  i s  no t  to  pu r s ue  a  ma jo r  s ch ema  o f  decons t ruc t ion .  Whi l e  s uch  l in e  

o f  ac t ion  m igh t  app ear  to  be  incons i s t en t ,  t he  s a me  beg in s  to  s ound  log ic a l  

w hen  under s tood  in  the  con tex t  o f  a  p lu r a l i ty  o f  pub l i c  s pheres . 130 A no the r  

po in t  to  k eep  in  mind  i s  tha t  the  pu r s u i t  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s  i s  no t  bas ed  on  

the  exc lu s ion  o f  the  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  as pe c t s .  A s  Fras e r  has  a l s o  d i s cus s ed ,  

the  goa l  o f  p r es en t  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  i s  no t  to  choos e  be tw een  

r ed i s t r ibu t ion  and  r ecogn i t ion ,  bu t  to  evo lve  a  pa th  tha t  migh t  r econc i l e  

bo th  the  s ides  o f  the  deb a te .  A ny  s che m e  o f  s oc ia l  ac t ion  bas ed  in  iden t i ty  

po l i t i c s  neces s a r i ly  c a r r i e s  s ome  as pec t s  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  ju s t i ce  and  v i ce  

ve r s a .   

 

Whi le  d i s cus s ing  the  na tu r e  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  a s  ‘ b iva len t  

co l l e c t iv i t i e s ’ ,  Fr as e r  d i s cus s ed  tw o  po s s ib le  s t r a t eg ies  o f  s oc i a l  a c t ion .  

Fi r s t ,  t h e  s ea r ch  o f  an  a f f i rma t ive  r e med y  w h ich  i s  man i f es t ed  in  th e  fo rm  

o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s  and  bas ed  on  ce leb r a t ion  o f  the  iden t i ty  and  l i f e s ty le  o f  

the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  S uch  s t r a t egy  i s  bas ed  on  a  c ry s ta l l i za t ion  o f  the  

iden t i ty  and  cu l tu r e ,  and  a t t emp ts  to  e vo lve  a  d i s cou r s e  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  w h ich  i s  in  con t r ad i s t inc t ion  to  th e  he t e rono rma t ive  d i s cou r s e .  

S uch  s t r a t egy  a l s o  expec t s  the  s t a t e ,  b e ing  the  s over e ign  in s t i tu t ion ,  to  

p ro tec t  and  p r es e rve  th e  d i s t in c t  na tu r e  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  The  

s econd  s t r a t egy  i s  bas ed  on  a  t r ans f o rmat iv e  r emedy  w h ich  s eeks  to  

decons t ruc t  and  des tab i l i ze  the  ve ry  p r emis e  o f  s exu a l i ty - bas ed  id en t i ty .  

S uch  endeavo r ,  how ever ,  appear s  to  be  d i s rup t ive  o f  the  s oc ia l  ha rmony  and  



Borderless Democracy and Diffusion of Alternate Sexualities  

 

41 

s ounds  a  more  cha l l eng ing  t a s k ,  i f  expe c ted  to  be  a f f ec ted  w i th in  a  b r i e f  

t ime . 131 A s  a rgued  ea r l i e r ,  i t  m igh t  no t  be  j ud ic ious  to  exc lu s iv e ly  fo l low  a  

s ingu la r  s t r a t egy  as  i t  migh t  no t  add r es s  the  mu l t i f a r ious  concerns  w i th in  

the  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  con tex t .  Thus ,  th e  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  need  to  adher e  

to  a  more  p r a c t i ca l  and  r a t iona l  app roa ch  to  b r ing  th e i r  concerns  to  th e  

fo r e .   

 

The  dec i s ion  abou t  any  s t r a t egy  i s  bound  to  have  r epe rcus s ions  and  s p i l l -

over  e f f ec t s  on  o the r  a s pec t s  o f  s oc ie t y .  Fo r  in s tance ,  a  change  in  the  

under s t and ing  o f  f am i ly  no rms  w ou ld  r es u l t  in  a  change  in  the  w ay  ou r  

f ami ly  l aw s  and  pe r s ona l  l aw s  a r e  under s tood .  Th i s ,  in  tu rn ,  w ou ld  l ead  to  

a  cha in - r eac t ion  on  d i f f e r en t  s pher es  o f  the  s oc ie ty .  Fo r  s uch  chang e  to  

happen  i t  i s  neces s a ry  tha t  th e  mo men t um o f  the  change  i s  g r adu a l  and  

accom moda t i ve .  The  r e th ink ing  over  the  ques t ion  o f  s exua l i ty  and  gend er  

no rms  w ou ld  l ead  tow ards  a  f r e s h  f r a me w ork  o f  under s t and ing  o f  mora l i ty  

w h ich  w ou ld  be  a  p rodu c t  o f  a  d e l ib e r a t i on  be tw een  the  s evera l  s ub - pub l i c  

s pheres .   

 

Concerns relating to Liberty and Equality 
The  un ique  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s e xua l i t i e s  ac co rds  a  s pec ia l  p lac e  to  

them in  a  d i s cus s ion  on  found a t ion a l  va l ues  o f  l ibe r ty  and  equ a l i ty .  Thes e  

concerns  canno t  be  con te mp la ted  upon  f rom w i th in  the  f r amew ork  o f  a  

he te rono rm at iv e  d i s cou r s e .  I n s t ead ,  the r e  i s  a  need  to  th ink  ou t  o f  the  box  

w hen  i t  comes  to  the  concerns  o f  l ib e r ty  and  equa l i ty  fo r  th e  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  Thes e  conc erns  need  to  be  w rapped  in  s uch  a  mann er  tha t  i t  

add res s es  the  r ecogn i t ive  a s  w e l l  a s  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  as pe c t s  o f  ju s t i ce .  The  

ou t  o f  the  box  th ink ing  a l s o  imp l ies  th a t  the  con t emp l a t ion  on  the  w ays  to  

add res s  thes e  concerns  canno t  be  done  s imp ly  by  r a i s ing  a rgumen ta t ive  

cons t ruc t s  w i th in  the  ex i s t ing  pa rad igm o f  under s t and ing .  Ra the r ,  w e  need  

to  r ev i s i t  t he  founda t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  va lues  and  ide a l s  l ik e -  l ib e r ty ,  

equa l i ty ,  ju s t i ce  and  de mocra cy -  in  o rd e r  to  h ave  a  be t t e r  und er s t and ing  
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and  be  ab le  to  f ind  th e  p lac es  w h ich  s e t  a  p r eced ence  o f  s t e r eo type  and  

domina t ion .   

I n  do ing  s o ,  my  a t t e mp t  w ou ld  p r i mar i l y  focus  on  tw o  a s pec t s  r e l a t ing  to  

l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty .  F i r s t ,  I  w ou ld  make  an  a t t e mp t  to  exp lo re  the  

pos s ib i l i ty  o f  ca rv ing  ou t  a  s pher e  o f  per s ona l  s pace  f rom  w i th in  the  

d icho tomous  und er s t and ing  o f  th e  pub l i c - p r iva t e  s phere .  S uch  exp lo r a t ion  

i s  neces s a ry  be caus e  the  c ro s s - over  be t w een  the  pub l i c  and  p r iva t e  has  l ed  

to  a  to t a l  ann ih i l a t ion  o f  a  s phere  o f  in d iv idua l i ty .  Wh i le  I  do  no t  a rgue  

tha t  s uch  s pa ce  o f  p r iv acy  w ou ld  r ema in  i s o la ted  f rom th e  in f luence  o f  the  

no rmat iv e  f r amew ork  o f  th e  s oc ie ty ,  I  d o  a rgue  tha t  the  p r es en ce  o f  s uch  

s pace  i s  inhe ren t  to  th e  ind iv idua l  p s yche  and  cons t i tu te  an  impor tan t  

a s pec t  o f  s e l f - pe r cep t ion .  Fou cau l t  and  Freud  have  exp lo red  thes e  l a t en t  

a r eas  w i th in  the  p s yche  o f  the  ind iv i dua l  and  found  tha t  even  w hen  

overw he lmed  by  the  s oc ia l  and  no rm at iv e  fo r ces ,  th e r e  r e mains  a  s t r a in  o f  

ind iv idua l i ty  w h i ch  t r i e s  to  exp r es s  i t s e l f  a t  eve ry  oppo r tun i ty . 132 S uch  

a t t e mp ts  o f  s e l f - exp res s ion  a r e  ag a in  s upp res s ed  by  the  he te rono rm at iv e  

f r amew ork  w h ich  ru l es  ou t  any  dev ia t ion  f rom i t s  p r es c r ibed  cod e  o f  

conduc t  a s  a  s ign  o f  dev ian t  behav io r  o r  p s ycho log ic a l  d i s o rde r .  M aha jan  

ho ld s  the  v iew  tha t  w i th  demo cra t i za t ion  the  capab i l i ty  o f  the  ind iv idua l  to  

r e f l ec t  and  dec ide  fo r  ones e l f  has  in c r eas ed ,  and  as  a  r e s u l t  the r e  i s  a  

g r ea te r  t end ency  to  ques t ion  th e  pe r c e ived  know l edge  and  inh er i t ance  

today . 133 Thus ,  my  a t t emp t  to  r econc i l e  the  co l l id ing  as pec t s  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  

and  s oc ia l  l i f e  w ou ld  a l s o  s eek  a  co mpro mis e  to  th i s  tu s s l e .  

 

The  ques t  to  f ind  the  app rop r ia t e  va r i an t  o f  l ib e r ty  fo r  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  does  no t  s eek  to  d econs t ruc t  the  s oc i a l  o rd e r .  Wh a t  i s  expec ted  

f rom an  empow er ing  s ens e  o f  l ibe r ty  f o r  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  an  

unh indered  s phere  o f  pe r s ona l  s pace ,  w h ere  an  ind iv idua l  i s  ab le  to  exp res s  

ones e l f  and  thus ,  ach ieve  s e l f - r ea l i za t io n .  L ibe r ty ,  in  th i s  s ens e ,  becomes  

a  man i f es ta t ion  o f  ind iv idu a l i ty  o f  a  pe r s on .  S uch  adm i ra t ion  o f  th e  

pe r s ona l  s pace  c an  a l s o  be  found  in  the  w r i t ings  o f  M i l l ,  w ho  be l i eved  in  
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the  mora l  w or th  o f  th e  ind iv idua l  and  s tood  fo r  the  fu l l e s t  exp res s ion  o f  

ind iv idua l i ty  o f  a  pe r s on . 134  

 

The  s econd  as pec t  o f  my  under s t and ing  r e la t e s  to  the  id ea  o f  equa l i ty  a s  

r enego t ia t ion .  S uch  under s t and ing  o f  th e  concep t  o f  equa l i ty  i s  impor tan t  

becaus e  i t  r emov es  the  m is concep t ion  o f  equa l i ty  a s  ‘ s amen es s ’ ,  and  

i n t roduces  th e  a s pe c t  o f  equ i ty  to  ou r  und er s t and ing .  Given  the  mu l t i - e thn ic  

compos i t ion  o f  the  con tempor a ry  s oc i e ty ,  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  under s t and  

equa l i ty  in  t e r ms  o f  s imi la r i ty  in  ma t e r i a l  cond i t ions .  A ls o ,  g iven  th e  

va r i anc e  in  the  p lace men t  o f  d i f f e r en t  g roups  w i th in  the  s oc ia l  f ab r i c ,  i t  

b ecomes  d i f f i cu l t  to  a s p i r e  fo r  a  pos i t io n  o f  s amenes s  in  the  s oc ie ty .  Be i t z  

po r t r ay  po l i t i c a l  equ a l i ty  a s  an  i mpo r tan t  r equ i r em en t  o f  de mocra t i c  

i n s t i tu t ions .  Th i s  equ a l i ty  m an i f es t s  i t s e l f  th rough  ‘ equa l  p rocedu r a l  

oppor tun i ty  to  in f luen ce  po l i t i c a l  dec i s i ons ’  and  in  t e rms  o f  equa l  mu tua l  

r e s pec t  f o r  be ing  in  th e  pub l i c  s pher e . 135 

 

The  idea  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion  i mpar t s  a  r a t ion a l  under s t and ing  o f  

t he  s oc ia l  f ab r i c  and  r ecogn izes  th e  ‘ pub l i c ’  a s  a  h e te rogenous  en t i ty ,  

hav ing  no  s pec i f i c i ty  o f  i t s  ow n .  The  na tu r e  o f  the  pub l i c  i s  p lu r a l  and  

evo lv ing ,  and  i t  canno t  be  f ix a ted  in  t e r ms  o f  c ry s ta l l i z ed  cha r ac t e r i s t i c s .  

Thus ,  the  ide a  o f  the  pub l i c  co mes  c lo s e r  to  th e  idea  o f  ‘ s uba l t e rn  

coun te rpub l i c s ’ 136 w hen  i t  comes  to  und er s t and ing  o f  the  na tu r e  o f  the  

pub l i c  s phere .  S uch  pub l i c  s phere  be comes  a  s i t e  o f  r enego t i a t ion  o f  

common  in te r es t s  and  goa l s .  A  s imi la r  c oncep t ion  o f  a  pub l i c  s pher e  cou ld  

be  t r ac ed  in  th e  w orks  o f  H abermas  w ho  v iew ed  i t  i n  t e rms  o f  a  s phere  o f  

un res t r i c t ed  f r eedo m o f  a s s emb ly ,  a s s oc i a t ion  and  exp res s ion .  The  f r ee  and  

equa l  de l ib e r a t ions  o f  the  pub l i c  s phere  become the  l eg i t imi z ing  fo r ce  o f  a  

po l i ty . 137 The  ide a  o f  equa l i ty ,  f o r  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  needs  to  be  

concep tu a l i zed  in  the  con tex t  o f  r en ego t i ab i l i ty .  S uch  under s t and ing  

de leg i t im izes  any  a t t e mp t  by  th e  domin a n t  no rmat ive  f r am ew ork  to  impos e  

i t s  no rms  upon  o the r s .  S uch f r amew ork  a l s o  becomes  an  empow er ing  too l  
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fo r  the  s ubo rd ina ted  g roups  as  i t  a l low s  them an  equa l  oppo r tun i ty  to  a s s e r t  

the i r  in t e r es t s  and  p e r s pec t iv es  in  t he  d e l ibe r a t ive  p ro ces s .   

 

The  f a t e  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  bec omes  dependen t  upon  th e  w ay  w e  

under s t and  ou r  po l i t i ca l  va lues .  I t  a l s o  depends  upon  the  w ay  po l i t i c a l  

de l ibe r a t ions  a r e  under taken  among  the  d i f f e r en t  con tend ing  ideas .  

H ow ever ,  w hen  the  s oc ie ty  a l low s  fo r  the  exp res s ion  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  

th rough  the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  a  p e r s ona l  s ph ere ,  and  bu i ld s  i t s  s oc ia l  f ab r i c  on  

t e rms  o f  r en ego t i ab i l i ty ,  th e  r e s u l t an t  d e mocra t i c  f r a mew ork  beco mes  ak in  

t o ,  w ha t  Lefo r t  ca l l s ,  an  ‘ emp ty  p lac e ’  w h ich  can  be  us ed  as  an  empow er ing  

p la t fo rm. 138 Th i s  log ica l  conne c t ion  a l s o  es t ab l i s hes  a  l inkage  be tw e en  the  

idea  o f  the  peop le ,  equ a l i ty  and  dem ocracy  and  s uppo r t s  my  overa l l  

f r amew ork  o f  under s t and ing .  

 

The State amidst floating sexualities 
H av ing  d i s cus s ed  the  b roa der  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  I  now 

a r r ive  a t  th e  d i s cus s ion  o f  the  na tu r e  a nd  ro le  o f  the  s t a t e  in  add res s ing  

thes e  concerns .  The  idea l  o f  a  democra t i c  f r amew ork  and  the  im agery  o f  

the  de l ibe r a t iv e  p roces s es  r e mains  me t a phys ica l  un t i l  s uch  a  f r amew ork  i s  

r ea l i zed  th rough  a  fo rm al  de mocra t i c  s e tup .  The  d e l ib e r a t ions  over  the  

na tu r e  and  ro l e  o f  s t a t e  h ave  b een  a  m a jo r  them e  in  the  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es .  

From the  con cep t ion  o f  a  l a i s s ez  fa i r e  t o  a  w e l f a r e  s t a t e ,  th e  d i s cou r s e  on  

the  na tu r e  o f  s t a t e  has  s een  a  b road  o s c i l l a t ion  o f  under s t and ing  and  

in te rp r e ta t ion .  J e f f e r s on  v iew s  th i s  o s c i l l a t ion  be tw een  d i f f e r en t  idea l s  a s  

a  pa radox  w her e in  ‘ the  s t a t e  mus t  r e f r a in  f rom en fo rc ing  mora l i ty  on  the  

peop le… and  l e t  th em choos e  the i r  ow n  g ood  in  the i r  ow n  w ay . ’ 139 H ow ever ,  

i t  i s  a l l eged  tha t  the  under ly ing  r a t iona l i ty  o f  the  s t a t e ,  be ing  th e  

in s t i tu t iona l i zed  fo rm o f  de mocra cy ,  r e mains  r e f l e c t iv e  o f  the  p r eva i l ing  

no rmat iv e  o rde r .  
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H ow ever ,  I  be l i eve  th a t  th e  con te mpora r y  po l i t i ca l  s cen ar io ,  mark ed  by  the  

p r es ence  o f  p lu r a l i ty  o f  pub l i c  cu l tu r es  and  mu l t ip l i c i ty  o f  in te r es t s ,  has  

l ed  to  an  i mpor tan t  change  in  the  w ay  s t a t e  i s  p ic tu r ed .  Th e  s t a t e 140,  i n  the  

21 s t  cen tu ry ,  h as  thus  dev e loped  a  dem ocra t i c  r a t iona l i ty  ( cons c ious nes s )  

o f  i t s  ow n .  Th i s  r a t ion a l i ty ,  though  s ha ped  by  the  p r ev a i l ing  d i s cou r s e ,  i s  

ab le  to  con tes t ,  i n  a  mor e  o r  l e s s  e f f e c t i ve  mann er ,  th e  e l em en ts  tha t  goes  

aga in s t  the  log ic  o f  democra cy .  Thus ,  the  s t a t e  beco mes  an  embod im en t  o f  

democra t i c  ide a l s  and  r es pons ib l e  fo r  ma in ta in ing  th e  b a lan c e  and  s t ab i l i ty  

o f  bo th  the  p r iva te  a s  w e l l  a s  the  pub l i c  s phere .  M aha j an ,  w h i l e  exp la in ing  

the  na tu r e  o f  the  p r iva te  s phere ,  a rgu es  tha t  the  p r iva t e  i s  no t  an t i the t i c a l  

to  the  p r es enc e  o f  l aw  and  pub l i c  au tho r i ty .  Ra the r ,  s he  v iew s  th e  p r iv a te  

a s  dw el l ing  upon  the  founda t iona l  s upp o r t  o f  the  pub l i c  do main . 141 Thus ,  

the  p r es enc e  o f  a  f i rmly  es t ab l i s hed  pu b l i c  o rde r ,  in  th e  fo rm o f  a  s t a t e ,  

becomes  qu in t es s en t i a l  f o r  the  exe rc i s e  and  ex tens ion  o f  p r iva te  f r e edom.  

I  o f f e r  tw o  s uppo r t ive  a rgu men ts  to  s ubs tan t i a t e  th i s  p r em is e .  

 

F i r s t ly ,  the  modern  s t a t e ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  democra t i c  de l ib e r a t ions  and  

r enego t i a t ions ,  has  b ecome  a  s i t e  f o r  co n tes ta t ion  o f  id eas  and  pos i t ions .  

H ow ever ,  the  ro le  o f  th e  s t a t e  a s  a  s over e ign ,  pu t s  i t  i n to  the  pos i t ion  o f  an  

a rb i t r a to r ,  w hos e  ro le  i s  to  eva lua te  th e  c l a i ms  o f  the  con tend ing  s ides  and  

dec ide  upon  the  w or th ines s  o f  s uch  c l a i ms  on  the  bas i s  o f  the i r  adheren ce  

to  the  p r inc ip les  o f  demo cracy .  Thus ,  th e  s t a t e  i s  f ound  to  be  in  a  pos i t ion  

w here -  i t  no t  on ly  eva lua tes  the  c l a ims  o f  the  con tes t ing  g roups  bu t  a l s o  

pa r t i c ipa t es  in  the  imag ery  o f  the  pub l i c  s phere . 142 H abermas  under s tood  i t  

as  a  ‘ pos t  conven t iona l ’  f o rm o f  in s t i tu t i ona l  o rde r  w here in  th e  in s t i tu t ions  

appear  to  ‘hav e  no t  on ly  f r eed  thems e lv e s  f rom the  domin ance  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  

codes  o f  conduc t  bu t  h ave  b ecome  o rgan ized  acco rd ing  to  w ar r an ted  

pr inc ip l es . ’ 143 

 

I n  l ega l  t e r ms ,  th i s  cons c ious nes s  o f  the  in s t i tu t ions  can  be  obs e rved  

t h rough  the  no t ions  o f  ‘ t r an s fo rmat iv e  cons t i tu t iona l i s m ’  and  
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‘ cons t i tu t iona l  mor a l i ty . ’ 144 The  founda t iona l  va lues  o f  democra cy ,  w h ich  

a r e  gen era l ly  l a id  dow n  in  the  Cons t i tu t ion  o f  th e  mod ern  s t a t e ,  a c t  a s  the  

f r amew ork  o f  r a t iona l i ty  o f  the  modern  s t a t e .  Thus ,  w h i l e  i t  i s  pos s ib le  tha t  

the  pe r s pe c t iv e  and  under ly ing  log ic  o f  the  s t a t e  i s  s t i l l  a  p roduc t  o f  the  

no rmat iv e  s t ruc tu r es  o f  s oc ie ty ,  the  f r am ew ork  o f  r a t iona l i ty  o f  the  modern  

s t a t e  f inds  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  s u rpas s  the  r e s t r a in t s  o f  th e  demo cra t i c  va lu es . 145 

The  s t a t e ,  in  s uch  s e t t ing ,  beco mes  an  e m bod imen t  o f  the  d emocr a t i c  va lu es  

and  acco rds  i t s e l f  the  r e s pons ib i l i ty  to  fu r the r  the  democra t i c  p roc es s  in  

t he  s oc ie ty .  Lefo r t  has  v iew ed  s uch  a  democra t i c  s t a t e  in  t e rms  o f  an  ‘ emp ty  

p lace ’  w h ich  i s  cha ra c te r i zed  by  ‘marke r s  o f  unce r t a in ty . ’  H e  c la i ms  tha t  

s uch  a r r angem en t  ens u res  th a t  no  s pec i f i c  g roup  i s  ab l e  to  l ay  c l a ims  on to  

t he  fundamen ta l  p r inc ip les  o f  the  s t a t e ,  and  tha t  s uch  s t a t e  ‘ i s  a t  on ce  

d i s t inc t  f r o m c iv i l  s oc i e ty ,  i s  s haped  b y  i t ,  and  i s  a  f o r ce  w h ich  s hapes  

i t . ’ 146 

 

A n  in te r es t ing  d i s cus s ion  on  the  i s s ue  o f  s t a t e  acq u i r ing  a  cons c ious nes s  

can  be  found  in  w r i t ings  o f  H abermas ,  w ho  v iew ed  the  g row th  o f  the  

t echnocr a t i c  s t a t e  a s  a  ch a rac t e r i s t i c  f ea tu r e  o f  the  modern  cap i t a l i s t  

s oc ie ty .  H e  v i ew ed  s uch  as  a  s t a t e  a s  ‘more  i r r e s i s t ib le  and  f a r the r  

r each ing ’ .  H e  be l i eved  th a t  s uch  s t a t e  m a in ta in s  s oc ia l  o rde r  and  econo mic  

p rog res s  by  c r ea t ing  cond i t ions  con duc ive  o f  i t s  s u rv iva l . 147 Wh i le  

H abermas  v iew ed  i t  a s  a  s ign  o f  ‘ nega t i ve  cha rac te r ’  o f  po l i t i c s ,  t he  s a me  

can  a l s o  be come an  eman c ipa to ry  as pec t  o f  po l i t i c s ,  w hen  s een  f r om th e  

pe r s pec t iv e  o f  s uba l t e rn  g roups  w hos e  in te r es t  i s  p r es e rv ed  under  the  

r a t iona l i ty  o f  the  s t a t e .  I n  i t s  a t t emp t  to  ens u re  a  min imal  l eve l  o f  w e l f a r e  

and  s uppo r t ,  t he  s t a t e  a l s o  ens u res  the  r ecogn i t ion  o f  the  h i the r to  uns een  

g roups .  Th i s  becomes  c ruc i a l  to  th e  cas e  o f  g roups  s uch  as  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s .  Y oung  a l s o  cap tu res  the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  s uch  mode  o f  opp res s ion  

w here in  th e r e  i s  no  p r es en ce  o f  a  t ang i b le  opp res s o r ,  and  the  opp res s ion  

f low s  th rough  the  s y s tem. 148 S uch  modes  o f  opp res s ions  cou ld  on ly  be  

t ack l ed  th rough  th e  r a t iona l i ty  o f  th e  s t a t e .  H ab ermas  id en t i f i ed  an  
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in s t rumen t a l  r eas on  a t  the  co r e  o f  the  t ec hnocra t i c  cons c ious nes s  o f  modern  

cap i t a l i s t  s t a t e ,  w h ich  a l s o  s t a r t s  to  a f f ec t  the  no r mat ive  s t ru c tu r e  o f  th e  

s oc ie ty  i t s e l f .   

 

H abermas  a l s o  r ecogn i zes  the  ro l e  o f  s t a t e  in  en fo rc ing  th e  cu l t  o f  au tonomy  

and  cho ic e .  Th rough  i t s  pa te rna l i s t i c  c ha rac t e r ,  t he  s t a t e  bes tow s  upon  

i t s e l f  the  r igh t  to  in te rven e  in  the  p r iva te  s phere  o f  s oc i a l  l i f e ,  and  even  

‘d r aw s  a t t en t ion  to  i s s ues  o f  cho i ce ,  p l an n ing  and  con t ro l . ’ 149 When  s uch  

moves  a r e  a t t emp t ed  f rom w i th in  th e  f r a mew ork  o f  r a t iona l i ty  o f  the  s t a t e  

s t r uc tu r es  (w h ich  a r e  d r iven  by  ide a l s  o f  l ibe r ty ,  equa l i ty  and  demo cracy ) ,  

the  overa l l  imp ac t  t ends  to  w e l come a  c u l tu r e  o f  inc lu s ive  po l i t i c s .  Thus ,  

H abermas  a rgues  th a t  ‘ the  hand  o f  the  s t a t e  i s  more  v i s ib le  and  in t e l l ig ib l e  

than  the  inv i s ib le  hand  o f  l ib e r a l  c ap i t a l i s m. ’ 150 I t  i s  pos s ib le  to  a s c r ibe  

bo th -  pos i t iv e  and  nega t ive  r eas on ing  to  s uch  a rgumen t .  Wh i le  i t  i s  pos s ib l e  

tha t  the  s t a t e ,  under  the  in f lu ence  o f  a  d emocra t i c  cu l tu r e ,  t akes  in i t i a t ives  

to  f ac i l i t a t e  demo cra t i c  changes ,  H abe rmas  be l i ev ed  tha t  th a t  the  s t a t e  

canno t  a f fo rd  to  igno re  s uch  p ro jec t  o f  inc lu s ion  and  r e fo rm,  a s  do ing  s o  

migh t  l ead  tow ards  a  l eg i t im acy  c r i s i s . 151  

 

The  s econd  as pec t  w h ich  b r ings  a  cons c i ous nes s  to  the  ac t ions  o f  the  s t a t e  

r e l a t e s  to  the  h i s to r i ca l  p ro ces s  th rough  w h ich  the  modern  s t a t e  has  pas s ed .  

The  concep t ion  o f  the  s t a t e  i s  a  con t inuu m w h ich  un fo ld s  i t s e l f  th rough  the  

imag in a t ion  o f  the  ‘peop le ’ ,  w h ich  A nder s on  have  des c r ibed  th rough  h i s  

i dea  o f  ‘ imag in ed  communi t i e s . ’ 152 The  evo lu t ion  o f  the  modern  s t a t e  i s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  exp er im en ta t ion  and  r e fo rm.  Whi le  s ome  s cho l a r s  a rgue  

tha t  th e  idea  o f  s t a t e  has  ma tu red  w i th  th e  a r r iva l  o f  the  modern  d emocra t i c  

s t a t e , 153 t h e  p roces s  o f  evo lu t ion  in  the  w ay  s t a t e  v iew s  i t s  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  

p la in  i s  s t i l l  underw ay .  

 

P a r t i cu l a r ly  in  the  th i rd  w or ld ,  w here  t he  democra t i c  s t a t e  s t r uc tu r e  i s  a  

r e f l ec t ion  o f  i t s  co lon ia l  p r edec es s o r s ,  the  log ic  o f  the  s t a t e  s t i l l  m akes  
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bo r row ings  f rom the  Wes t .  Th i s  a s pe c t  can  be  obs e rv ed  th rough  the  

con t inua t ion  o f  co lon ia l  l eg a l  f r amew ork  as  w e l l  a s  th e  f r equ en t  bo r row ings  

f rom the  W es te rn  coun t r i e s  in  t e r ms  o f  jud ic i a l  in s igh t s .  I n  th i s  con tex t ,  

t he  s t a t e ,  s om et i mes ,  ex e rc i s es  a  mi nds e t  o f  th e  e r s tw h i le  w es t e rn  

co lon iz e r s ,  w h ich  o f t en  goes  con t r a ry  t o  the  loca l  cu l tu r a l  con tex t .  Th i s  

l eads  to  a  p roces s  o f  de l ibe r a t ion  be tw e en  the  s t a t e  and  the  s oc i e ty ,  w h ich  

l eads  to  a  s e r i e s  o f  g r adua l  bu t  s t eady  changes  in  the  po l i t i ca l  a s  w e l l  a s  

no rmat iv e  f r a mew ork  i t s e l f .  H aberm as  v iew ed  th i s  p ro ces s  in  t e r ms  o f  

r a t iona l i z a t ion  w h ich  r es u l t s  in  ‘ a  lo s s  o f  an  in te rp r e t a t ion  o f  th e  to ta l i ty  

o f  l i f e ;  and  the  inc r eas ing  s ub j ec t iv iz in g  and  r e la t iv i z ing  o f  mora l i ty . ’ 154 

 

This  v iew  appear s  to  t ake  a  s t r u c tu r a l i s t  pos i t ion  r ega rd ing  the  ro l e  o f  the  

s t a t e  in  add r es s ing  the  con cerns  o f  a l t e r na te  s exua l i t i e s  and  coun t s  on  the  

acqu i r ed  r a t iona l i ty  o f  the  s t a t e  a s  a  d e mocra t i c  in s t i tu t ion ,  r a the r  than  a  

mere  cong r ega t ion  o f  ind iv idua l s .  Fr as e r  has  a l s o  r e cogn iz ed  t h i s  po ten t i a l  

o f  the  s t a t e  to  r e cogn iz e  and  iden t i fy  the  c l a i ms  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s . 155 A nder s on ,  on  s imi la r  l ines ,  h as  d i s cus s ed  how  the  s t a t e  cou ld  

mo ld  th e  pub l i c  me mory  and  r ec r ea t e  the  popu la r  im agery  th rough  i t s  

cons c ious  and  uncons c ious  ac t s . 156 A  s imi l a r  s t r a t egy  i s  pos s ib le  to  add res s  

the  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  S ta t e ,  th rough  i t s  cons c ious  

a t t e mp t  to  e s t ab l i s h  th e  in c lu s ive  imag e  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  cou ld  

c r ea t e  a  pub l i c  cons c ious nes s  a round  the  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s .  A n  in s t ance  o f  s uch  a t t emp t  cou ld  be  s een  th rough  l eg i s l a t ions  

r ecogn iz ing  th e  t r ans gender  popu la t ion  in  Ind ia , 157 and  a l s o  th rough  the  

dec r im ina l i za t ion  o f  the  p r ac t i ce  o f  homos exua l i ty . 158 Th rough  thes e  

cons c ious  ac t s  o f  a f f i rm a t ion  o f  the  ide n t i ty ,  the  s t a t e  h as  ac t ed  to  b r ing  

the  LGB TQ I  w i th in  the  a mb i t  o f  pub l i c  s phere ,  the r eby  s hedd ing  the  

darknes s  o f f  the i r  ‘ ou t  o f  bound’  s t a tu s .  

 

Th i s  p roces s  o f  chang e ,  then ,  appear s  t o  f low  f rom the  s t a t e  tow ards  the  

s oc ie ty ,  and  thus  s eems  con t r a ry  to  th e  c onven t iona l  v iew  o f  s oc ia l  change  
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emana t ing  f ro m the  bo t to m ( s oc i e ty )  tow ards  the  s t a t e .  D ue  to  th i s  

d i s t inc t ivenes s  o f  the  p roces s  o f  change ,  I  r e f e r  to  i t  a s  the  ‘ t op - down  

appr oach ’  o f  r e fo rm.  S u ch  app roach  i s  neces s a ry  fo r  th e  pa r t i cu l a r  cas e  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  b ecaus e  o f  the  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  

w i th in  the  he te rono rm at iv e  f r amew ork .  Given  the  deep ly  en t r enched  na tu r e  

o f  the  h e te rono r mat ive  idea l s ,  t he  chang e  i s  ne ces s a r i ly  to  b e  in t roduced  in  

the  fo rm o f  a  manda te  by  the  s overe ign  i t s e l f .  Whi le  th i s  a rgumen t  s ee ms  

to  coun t e r  th e  c l a im  o f  th inker s  l i ke  H aberm as  w ho  be l i eved  tha t  

r a t iona l i z a t ion  o f  a c t ion  and  in s t i tu t i ona l  r e fo rm i s  a  p roduc t  o f  a  

cu l tu r a l ly - d r iv en  ch ange 159,  i t  a l s o  s uppo r t s  the  be l i e f  by  H aberm as  th a t  

cons c ious nes s  and  change  i s  m an ipu l a te d  and  r egu la t ed  by  the  t echnocr a t i c  

s t a t e . 160 
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1.4 Select Review of Literature 

 

 

The  s cope  o f  my  s tudy  b ro ad ly  touch es  upon  th r ee  a r e as  o f  po l i t i c a l  

ph i lo s ophy :  l ibe r ty ,  equa l i ty  and  de moc racy .  I n  o rde r  to  dev e lop  a  b e t t e r  

under s tand ing  o f  thes e  them es ,  I  have  examined  d i f f e r en t  t ex t s  and  w orks  

by  s cho la r s .  Thes e  t ex t s  have  been  c a r e f u l ly  s e lec ted  due  to  th e i r  r e l evan ce  

to  my  s tudy .  A  r ev iew  o f  thes e  t ex t s  cons t i tu tes  an  impor tan t  pa r t  o f  my  

f r amew ork  o f  under s t and ing  and  s evera l  o f  my  a rgumen ts  have  been  de r ived  

as  a  r es pons e  to  thes e  t ex t s .  

 

1.4.1. Gender Trouble: Feminism and subversion of identity: Judith Butler 
But le r  i s  c r ed i t ed  a s  o n e  o f  the  p r o min en t  s cho la r s  w ho  h av e  con t r ibu t ed  in  

the  evo lu t ion  o f  a  g en d e r  theo ry .  Bu t le r ’ s  w o rk  o f f e r s  an  in s igh t fu l  

engagem en t  w i th  the  i s s u es  o f  g en d e r  an d  the  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  f r a mew ork  o f  

s oc ie ty  w h ich ,  s he  a rgu es ,  i s  p r em is ed  u p o n  pha l lo cen t r i c  no r ms .  B u t l e r  

c l ea r ly  a s s e r t s  tha t  th e  con te mpora ry  p o l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  h as  an  imp l ied  

he te rono rm at iv e  as s umpt ion .  Bu t l e r  a rgu es  tha t  the  con te mpora ry  l i t e r a tu r e  

and  s oc io - cu l tu r a l  f r a mew ork  w o rk s  to  p roduce  i t s  l eg i t i miz ing  fo r ces .  A s  

a  r e s u l t ,  w ha t ever  i s  s een  a s  con t r a ry  to  the  ma ins t r ea m  though t  i s  t agged  

as  unna tu ra l  and  un in t e l l igen t .  Thus ,  th e  fo r ce  tha t  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  

s ubo rd ina t ion  and  opp res s ion  o f  w o men  i s  a l s o  r e s pons ib le  f o r  the  

mis r ecogn i t ion  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s ,  bu t  in  a  mor e  r ig id  and  

pe rvas ive  m anner .  Th i s  eng agemen t  w i t h  the  d i s cou r s e  and  as s e r t ion  o f  a  

r ev i s i t  t o  th e  na tu re  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e  makes  he r  an  i mpor tan t  s ou rce  o f  

r e f e r ence  fo r  my  s tudy .  

 

A  majo r  pa r t  o f  Bu t le r ’ s  w o rk  has  be en  ded ic a ted  to  the  s tudy  o f  the  

normat iv e  under s tand ing  o f  gender .  Bu t le r  makes  i t  c l ea r  tha t  gender  and  

s ex  have  d i f f e r en t  conno ta t ions .  G ende r  has  been  s een  as  a  cu l tu r a l  and  

l ingu i s t i c  cons t ruc t .  Wh i le  th e  s ex - iden t i ty  i s  done  in  t e rms  o f  the  b in a ry  
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o f  ma le - f ema le ,  th e  s ame  i s  im med i a te l y  t r ans la t ed  in  t e rms  o f  the  s o c io -

cu l tu r a l  m i l i eu  o f  th e  ind iv idua l ,  t hus  b eco min g  o n e’ s  g ender .  Thus ,  th e  

s ex  iden t i ty  i s  in s t an t ly  t r ans la ted  in t o  a  con tex tu a l i zed  g en d e r .  B u t l e r  

r ecogn iz es  th e  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  mu l t ip l i c i ty  o f  gender  due  to  the  s o c ia l  

mean ing  a t t ached  to  i t .  Gender  iden t i t i e s ,  i n  th i s  s ens e ,  a r e  more  l ik e  a  

con t inuum,  w h ich  man i f es t s  i t s e l f  in  t e rms  o f  a  r ange ,  r a the r  than  the  ma l e -

f emal e  b ina ry .   

 

Whi le  e l abo r a t ing  upon  the  p l ace  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  B u t l e r  

h igh l igh t s  th e  f ac t  th a t  a  qu eer  id en t i t y  can  be  a  t e r ro r i z ing  exper i ence  

becaus e  the  de f in i t ion  o f  a  ‘ queer ’  i s  no t  d e f in ed  c le a r ly  in  th e  

he te rono rm at iv e  d i s cou r s e .  Th i s  caus es  co n fu s io n  and  s e l f - a l i en a t io n .  The  

he te rono rm at iv e  d i s cou r s e  a t t acks  the  human  es s ence  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  i t s e l f  and  o f t en  po r t r ays  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  a s  ine l ig ib l e  

cand ida tes  o f  human  r igh t s .  B u t l e r  t a l k s  abou t  ‘ h a l lu c in a to r y  e f f ec t  o f  

gendered  ges tu r es , ’ 161 w h ich  migh t  f o r ce  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  to  be l i eve  

tha t  e i the r  th ey  a r e  comm i t t ing  an  im mora l  ac t  in  hav ing  homos exua l  

t endency  o r  th ink  tha t  they  a r e  in c ap ab l e  o f  the  human  e mo t ions .  Th i s  on ly  

l eads  to  s e l f - a l i ena t ion  and  deg rad a t ion  o f  the  human  es s ence .  

 

But le r ’ s  con t r ibu t ion  to  th e  evo lu t ion  o f  a  quee r  d i s cou r s e  i s  impor tan t .  

H er  w ork  no t  on ly  b r eaks  the  s i l ence  on  th e  i s s ues  o f  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  

bu t  a l s o  mak es  a  l eap  f ro m f em in i s m  to w ard s  a  b roader  g en d e r  theo ry .  

But le r ’ s  w o rk  i s  a l s o  impor tan t  f o r  the  f ac t  tha t  i t  h igh l igh t s  the  p r es ence  

of  a  s e t  o f  f ounda t iona l  p r es ump t ions  w i th in  th e  s oc i a l  d i s cou r s es  w h ich  

encaps u la tes  ou r  under s t and ing  and  v i s ion .  Whi le  Bu t l e r  h as  con t r ibu t ed  

immens e ly  to  the  d i s cou r s e ,  t h e r e  r e main ,  in  my  und er s tand ing ,  s o m e  

s h o r t co min g s  w h ich  I  m en t ion  b e lo w :   

  

Fi r s t ,  w h i l e  B u t l e r  has  g iven  due  a t t en t io n  to  the  pe rvas ive  he t e rono rma t ive  

as s umpt ions  in  the  d i s co u r s es ,  the r e  i s  a  l a ck  o f  engagem en t  w i th  th e  
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founda t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  the  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  migh t  have  pav ed  the  w ay  fo r  

s uch  p r es umpt ions .  S uch  eng agem en t  w i th  the  founda t iona l  a s pe c t s  o f  ou r  

d i s cou r s es  i s  an  impor tan t  exe rc i s e  i f  w e  a r e  to  map  the  t r a j ec to ry  b eh ind  

the  na tu r e  o f  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es .  But l e r ’ s  w o r k  appear s  to  bu i ld  the  c r i t iqu e  

o f  the  d i s cou r s e  f rom the  ex i s t ing  mo des  o f  a r r angemen t ,  and  w i thou t  

under s tand ing  w hy  and  how  s uch  a r r ange men ts  m igh t  h ave  co me  in to  b e ing .  

 

S econd ,  Gend er  Troub l e  has  p r im ar i ly  f ocus ed  upon  the  p s ychoan a ly t i ca l  

obs e rva t ions  and  s tudy  o f  s oc i e ty  f rom  a  mic ro  ( ind iv idu a l )  and  s oc io -

cu l tu r a l  l ev e l .  Though  i t  migh t  b e  a rg ued  tha t  the  gen es i s  o f  the  qu ee r  

po l i t i c s  has  t aken  p lac e  a t  a  l a t e r  t i me ,  bu t  w e  need  to  t ake  in to  ac coun t  

s uch  d i f f e r en t l y - po l i t i ca l  dynami cs  o f  the  queer  movemen t  i f  w e  a r e  to  f o rm 

a  w h o les o me under s tand ing  o f  the  con ce r n s  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  

But le r  h ave  made  an  e l abo ra te  s tudy  o f  the  p s ychoan a lys t s  l i ke  Fr eud ,  bu t  

l eaves  th e  p r ac t i ca l  a s pec t s  o f  th e  que er  mo v emen t  under - dev e loped .  

 

Th i rd ,  But l e r ’ s  w o rk  i s  p r imar i ly  a  c on t r ibu t ion  to  the  g en d er  theor y .  

H ow ever ,  he r  a ccoun t  i s  cha ra c te r i zed  by  an  exces s ive  engag emen t  w i th  the  

i s s ue  o f  gend er  id en t i ty  o f  a  ‘w om an’  an d  the  p ro l i f e r a t ion  o f  s uch  id en t i ty  

ac ro s s  r eg ions  and  cu l tu r es .  Whi le  I  do  no t  t r y  to  u n d e r min e  the  

s ign i f i can ce  o f  th es e  i s s ues  bu t  th i s  o f t en  r es u l t s  in  a  p a r t i a l  exp lo ra t ion  

o f  the  s ub jec t  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  D u e  to  th i s ,  B u t le r ’ s  po s i t ion  appe ar s  

to  s w ing  be tw een  tha t  o f  a  gender  theo r i s t  and  a  f e min i s t .  G en d er  Troub le  

l acks  w hen  i t  comes  to  exp lo r ing  the  p os s ib i l i ty  o f  s ame- s ex  domin a t ion  

and  opp res s ion  o f  the  m en  under  he t e ron o rmat iv e  f r am ew ork .  

  

Las t ly ,  Bu t le r ’ s  s tudy  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  a l s o  s eems  to  be  l im i ted  

in  the  s ens e  tha t  i t  ma in ly  d i s cus s es  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  in  t e rms  o f  

the  homos exua l  commun i ty .  G ender  Troub le  s how s  an  underexp lo red  

accoun t  o f  th e  v a r ious  g roups  fo rmin g  th e  pa r t  o f  t h e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  

I t  i s  impor tan t  to  co n s id e r  the  p r es ence  o f  s uch  g roups  l ike -  the  
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t r ans gender s ,  th e  in te r s ex  and  th o s e  ha v ing  f lu id  gender  iden t i ty  be caus e  

they  s eem to  l iv e  in  th e  g r ey  a r e as  o f  the  he te rono rm at iv e  pa r ad ig m.  The  

na tu r e  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  a s  d iv e r s e  a s  Bu t l e r  in t e rp r e t a t ion  o f  

the  conc ep t  o f  ‘w oman . ’ 162 H ow ever ,  the  l a t e r  w orks  o f  Bu t l e r  add res s es  

th i s  i s s ue  and  exp lo r es  the  w ide  a r r ay  o f  quee r  iden t i ty .   

 

1.4.2. Justice Interruptus- Critical Reflections on the Post-Socialist Conditions: Nancy 

Fraser 
Jus t i ce  In ter r up tu s  pres en t s  an  ana ly t i c a l  d i s cus s ion  o f  the  co mplex i t i e s  

f aced  in  th e  pu r s u i t  o f  ju s t i ce .  Wha t  ma kes  th i s  t ex t  un iqu e  i s  the  f a c t  tha t  

i t  does  no t  a t t e mp t  to  under s t and  ju s t i ce  in  a  t e l eo lo g i ca l  m anner  bu t  

s tud ies  the  p r ac t i ca l  a s p ec t s  o f  i t s  pu r s u i t .  Fr as e r ’ s  ana ly s i s  opens  u p  in  

the  con tex t  o f ,  w ha t  s he  d es c r ibes  a s ,  a  ‘ pos t - s o c i a l i s t  e r a ’ ,  w h ich  i s  

charac te r i z ed  by :  p auc i ty  o f  new  id eas ,  ep i s t emo log ic a l  b r e ak th roughs  and  

a  t en d en cy  to  mer e ly  in d u lg e  in  o f f e r ing  a  po l i t i ca l  c r i t ique  to  th e  ex i s t ing  

ph i lo s oph ica l  he r i t ag e .  S he  under l ines  t he  t endency  w h ich  o f t en  l e ads  to  a  

b l ind  ac cep t ance  o f  th e  ex i s t ing  he r i t age  o f  d i s cou r s e  and  v iew s  i t  a s  hav ing  

a  r e s t r a in in g  i mpac t  on  the  po ten t i a l  un fo ld ing  o f  th e  d i s cou r s e  i t s e l f .  Th u s ,  

Fras e r ’ s  under s t and ing  goes  in  l ine  w i t h  my  a rgumen t  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  l ack  

o f  engagem en t  a t  the  f o u n d a t io n a l  l ev e l  o f  the  d i s cou r s e .   

 

Recognition Vs Redistribution 
The  w or ld  i s  w i tn es s ing  an  inc r eas ed  ine qua l i ty  today ,  w h ich  i s  man i f es t ing  

i t s e l f  a t  mu l t ip le  d imens ions .  The  maj o r  th ru s t  o f  the  h i the r to  ex i s t ing  

po l i t i ca l  and  non - po l i t i ca l  s t r ugg les  h a s  been  over  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  o f  the  

r e s ou rces .  Thus ,  many  po l i t i ca l  th inker s  h av e  s een  p o l i t i c s  a s  a  s t r ugg le  f o r  

pow er .  H ow ever ,  Fr as e r  h igh l igh t s  the  emer g in g  N ew  S oc i a l  M ove men ts  

and  r e f e r  to  the i r  dem ands  a s  no t  bas e d  upon  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  a lon e .  S uch  

g roups  as p i r e  f o r  a  be t t e r  r ecogn i t ion  a nd  r es pec t  f r om the  s oc ie ty .  Th i s  

has  l ed  to  a  p a r ad ig m  s h i f t  i n  the  under s t and ing  o f  ju s t i ce .   
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Fras e r  exp l a in  he r  f r a mew ork  o f  under s t a nd ing  ju s t i ce  in  t e r ms  o f  tw o  b r o ad  

as pec t s :   

1. The  Soc io - econom i c  in ju s t i ce ,  w h ich  i s  r o o ted  in  the  po l i t i ca l -

economi c  s t ruc tu r e  o f  the  s oc i e ty  and  under s tood  th rough  

exp lo i t a t ion ,  econom ic  marg ina l i za t io n  an d  dep r iva t ion .  S o me  

th inker s  w ho  have  exp lo r ed  th i s  type  o f  ju s t i c e  a r e -  M arx ,  Raw ls ,  

A mar tya  S en  and  D w ork in .  Thes e  th in k e r s  be l i eved  tha t  the  s o lu t ion  

to  the  p rob l ems  o f  in ju s t i ce  l i e s  in  a  b e t t e r  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  o f  

r e s ou rces .  Th i s  l i n e  o f  th ink ing  i s  w h a t  Fras e r  d es c r ibes  a s  ‘P o l i t i c s  

of  Red is t r ibu t ion ’ .  

2. The  cu l tu r a l / s ym bo l i c  in ju s t i c e  w h ich  i s  r oo ted  in  s oc ia l  pa t t e rn s  o f  

r ep res en ta t ion ,  in t e rp r e t a t ion  and  co m munica t ion ,  and  under s tood  

th rough  cu l tu r a l  domin a t ion ,  m is r ecogn i t ion  an d  d i s r es pec t .  Th i s  l ine  

of  though t  be l i ev es  tha t  a  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  o f  r e s ou rces  migh t  no t  a f f ec t  

t he  concerns  o f  ju s t i ce .  R a th e r ,  w ha t  i s  needed  i s  a  chang e  in  the  

s oc io - cu l tu r a l  f ab r i c  o f  the  s oc i e ty ,  w h i ch  w ou ld  he lp  thes e  s ec t ions  

ge t  a  be t t e r  p la cemen t  w i th in  th e  s oc ie ty .  Fr as e r  des c r ib es  the  

s t rugg les  o f  th i s  l in e  o f  th ink ing  as  ‘P o l i t i c s  o f  Re cogn i t ion . ’ 163 

 

H ow ever ,  Fr as e r  mak es  s u r e  to  men t io n  t ha t  bo th  th e  types  o f  in ju s t i ces  a r e  

to  be  s een  to g e th e r .  S h e  r igh t ly  exp la in s  tha t  in  o r d e r  to  e s t ab l i s h  a  ju s t  

and  demo cra t i c  s oc ie ty ,  w e  ne ed  to  add res s  the  i s s ues  o f  r ecogn i t ion  and  

r ed i s t r ibu t ion  toge th e r .  Even  th e  pu res t  o f  economic  in s t i tu t ions  have  a  

cons t i tu t ive  cu l tu r a l  d imen s io n  and  no r ms .  I t  i s  a  pa r t  o f  the  app roach  o f  

Fras e r ’ s  s tudy  to  p r es en t  an  idea  in  a  s i mp l i s t i c  f o rm  and  then  to  in t rodu ce  

t he  va r ious  comp lex i t i e s  o f  r ea l  w or ld .  Thus ,  Fr as e r  d i s cus s es  how  the  

r ed i s t r ibu t ive  concerns  o f  ju s t i ce  h av e  s oc io - cu l tu r a l  f ounda t ions ,  and  

conver s e ly ,  how  the  i s s u es  o f  r ecogn i t ive  ju s t i ce  a s s ume  s o me  po l i t i ca l -

economi c  con cerns .  Fras e r  a l s o  h igh l igh t s  the  pos s ib i l i t i e s  o f  how  pu r s u ing  

any  pa r t i cu la r  a s pe c t  o f  ju s t i ce  cou ld  l e ad  to  in s tanc es  o f  in ju s t i ce  in  th e  

o the r  f i e ld . 164 
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Fr as e r  r ecogn i zes  gend er  and  r ac e  a s  b iva l en t  co l l ec t i v i t i e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  

r equ i r ing  bo th  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  and  r ecog n i t ive  ju s t i ce .  W i th in  th e  cu l tu r a l  

s phere ,  a  ma jo r  in ju s t i ce  concern ing  gen der  i s  A ndrocen t r i s m -  au tho r i t a t iv e  

cons t ruc t ions  o f  no rms  th a t  f avo r  th e  m a le ;  and  Cu l tu r a l  s ex i s m-  p e rvas ive  

cu l tu r a l  p r ac t i ce  to  deva lue  any th ing  th a t  i s  s een  as  f emin ine .  The  tw o  l ines  

o f  in ju s t i ces  a r e  no t  mu tu a l ly  s ep a ra t ed ,  r a the r ,  they  in te r tw ine  each  o th e r  

to  r e in fo rc e  the ms e lves .  Th e  r es u l t  i s ,  each  s eg men t  o f  in ju s t i ce  i s  

g r adua l ly  in s t i tu t iona l i zed  and  fu r the r  ag g rav a t ed .  B iva l en t  co l l ec t iv i t i e s  

crea t e  con fus ion ,  becaus e  the  s o lu t ion  to  any  one  o f  the  e lemen ts  i s  con t r a ry  

and  con t r ad ic to ry  to  th e  s o lu t ion  o f  th e  o the r  k ind  o f  in ju s t i c e .  Fras e r ’ s  

under s t and ing  o f  th e  a l t e r n a te  s ex u a l i t i e s  i s  bas ed  on  he r  under s t and ing  o f  

the  b iva l en t  co l l e c t iv i t i e s .  H ow ever ,  the  na tu r e  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  

as  a  b iva len t  co l l e c t iv i ty  i s  d i f f e r en t  be caus e  the  deg re e  o f  in ju s t i c e  a t  the  

po l i t i ca l - econom ic  v s  s oc io - cu l tu r a l  f r on t  i s  d i f f e r en t ,  t hough  mu tua l ly  

ming l ed . 165  

 

Fr as e r  a l s o  t r i e s  to  ou t l ine  the  r em ed ia l  cou r s e  t aken  in  r e s pons e  to  s uch  

in s tances  o f  in ju s t i ce .  A ga in ,  f o l low ing  h e r  ana ly t i ca l  me thodo logy ,  Fras e r  

o f f e r s  tw o  a s p ec t s  o f  r e med i a l  s t r a t eg y :  Af f i r m a t io n :  r emedy  the  s i tua t ion  

by  co r r ec t ing  in equ i t ab le  ou t comes  o f  s oc ia l  a r r ange men ts  w i thou t  

d i s tu rb ing  th e  under ly ing  f r am ew ork  tha t  gener a tes  them ;  examp le -  

mu l t i cu l tu r a l i s m  ( add res s ing  th e  d i s r es pec t  to  d eva lu ed  g ro u p s  w i thou t  

d i s tu rb ing  th e  overa l l  s oc i a l  f ab r i c )  and  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  ( s eek ing  to  a id  th e  

dep r ived  w i thou t  ch ang ing  th e  o rder  o f  s oc ie ty ) ;  and /o r  T r ans fo r m a t ion :  

r emedy  th e  s i tu a t ion  by  chang ing  the  u n d e r ly in g  gen era t ive  f r a mew ork .  

Exampl e -  decons t ru c t ion  (des tab i l i z ing  ex i s t in g  g ro u p s  o r  iden t i t i e s  and  

change  th e  s ens e  o f  iden t i ty )  and  s oc i a l i s m  ( a im ing  to  th e  ch ange  the  

pa t t e rn  o f  d i s t r ibu t ion  in  s oc i e ty  and  po w er  r e la t ions ) .   
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Plurality of Public Spheres and Radical Democracy 
When  i t  co mes  to  the  u n d e r s t an d in g  o f  th e  pub l i c  and  p r iva t e  s phere ,  Fr as e r  

s uppo r t s  the  inc lu s ion  o f  the  p r iv a te  w i t h in  the  pub l i c  s phere  s o  a s  to  b r in g  

the  in s tan ces  o f  s ubo rd ina t ion  and  in ju s t i ce  under  th e  pub l i c  l en s .  Th i s  goes  

con t r a ry  to  th e  a rgum en t  p r es en ted  in  m y  p ropos a l ,  and  even  s ugges t s  tha t  

Fras e r ’ s  s tudy  migh t  be  gu i l ty  o f  mak in g  p r es umpt ions  under  the  

he te rono rm at iv e  f r amew ork .  O pen ing  u p  the  p r iva te  s phere  to  th e  pub l i c  

s phere  w ou ld  on ly  l e ad  to  a  f i e r c e r  en c roachm en t  upon  the  l iv es  o f  th e  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  S uch  change  w ou l d  fu r the r  d e te r io r a te  the  s phere  o f  

the  pe r s ona l  f r eedo m  o f  the  ind iv idua l .  O pen ing  o f  th e  p r iv a te  s phere  to  the  

pub l i c  w ou ld  a l s o  make  the  fo rmer  a  s i t e  o f  man ipu la t ion  and  ju s t i f i c a t ion  

under  the  he te rono rma t ive  f r amew ork  o f  s oc ie ty .   

 

Fras e r ’ s  w ork  i s  a l s o  in te r es t ing  be caus e  s he  does  no t  fo l low  the  

conven t ion a l  be l i e f  in  a  un ive r s a l  pub l i c  s p h e re .  Ra the r ,  s he  s ees  a  p lu r a l i ty  

o f  pub l i c  s pheres ,  bas ed  upon  s h a r ed  in te r es t s  o r  v iew s .  Wha t  mak es  he r  

idea  o f  p lu r a l i ty  o f  pub l i c  s pher es  in t e r e s t in g  i s  th e  dynam ic  and  

t r ans lucen t  na tu r e  o f  th es e  s pheres ,  th a t  i s ,  member s  o f  a  pa r t i cu la r  pub l i c  

s phere  migh t  change  th e i r  a l l eg i ance  w i t h  t ime  and  con t ex t .  Thus ,  Fras e r ’ s  

w o rk  i s  a  good a t t emp t  a t  ques t ion ing  t he  s up remacy  o f  a  ‘ Genera l  Wi l l ’  

w h ich ,  acco rd ing  to  Fras e r ,  i s  ac tu a l ly  t he  w i l l  o f  t h e  domin an t  g roup .  S he  

des c r ibes  th e  con tempor a ry  w ave  o f  de mocracy  as  ‘Rad ica l  D emo cracy ’  –  

a s  a  pod ium  fo r  med i a t ing  v a r ious  in t e r es t s  and  ‘mu l t ip l e  i n t e r s ec t ing  

d i f f e r enc es . ’  Th i s  no t ion  o f  de mocra cy  a dd res s es  th e  i s s ue  o f  ‘ba lkan i z ing  

t endenc ies  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s ’  and  p romotes  b roader  po l i t i c a l  a l l i an ces .  

S uch  an  under s t and ing  o f  d emocr acy  i s  mo re  w ho les om e ,  a s  i t  i s  p r emis ed  

upon  the  no t ion  o f  p lu r a l i ty  o f  pub l i c  s p h e res  w h ich  a r e  co n ten d in g  and  

co l l abo r a t ing  to  r ed e f ine  and  s hape  the  g overn ing  n o rms  o f  the  s oc i e ty .  The  

overa l l  no rm at iv e  f r amew ork  tha t  e merg es  ou t  o f  s u ch  in te r cou r s e  i s  more  

democra t i c  a s  i t  i s  b as ed  on  mu tu a l  c on tes ta t ion  and  a l l i ances  be tw een  
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d i f f e r en t  s ec t s .  Th i s  a l s o  g ives  an  oppo r tun i ty  f o r  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  

to  a r t i cu la te  th e i r  c l a ims .  

 

Fr as e r  r ecogn i zes  the  s oc io - cu l tu r a l  bas e  o f  in ju s t i ce  done  to  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  an d  id en t i f i e s  the  po l i t i c s  o f  r ecogn i t ion  a s  the  r emedy  fo r  th em.  

The  A f f i rm at iv e  r e medy  fo r  a l t e rna te  s ex ua l i t i e s  i s  man i f es ted  th rough  g ay -

i den t i ty  po l i t i c s 166 w h ich  focus s es  a t  va lu i ng  and  cher i s h ing  th e  l i f e s ty le  o f  

the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  The  Tr ans fo rm at ive  r e medy  fo r  s exua l  mino r i t i e s  

i s  man i f e s t ed  th rough  qu eer  po l i t i c s ,  w h ich  s eek  to  b r eak  the  h e te ro - h o mo  

d icho tomy  and  the  ex i s t ing  ho mophob ia  f rom the  s oc i e ty .  Thus ,  i t  t r i e s  to  

des tab i l i ze  th e  no t ion  tha t  id en t i t i e s  a r e  f ix ed  w i th in  a  b ina ry .  H ow ever ,  i t  

migh t  no t  be  pos s ib l e  to  pu r s ue  the  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  by  

fo l low ing  a  s ing le  t r a j ec to ry  o f  ac t ion .  Fr as e r  h as  t r i ed  to  p rove  tha t  th e  

Red is t r ibu t ive  s t r a tegy  migh t  l ead  to  r ed uc ing  th e  g roup  s pe c i f i c i ty ,  w h i l e  

r ecogn i t ion  s t r a t eg y  m ig h t  l e ad  to  uneve n  d i s t r ibu t ion . 167 The  in t r i c ac i es  o f  

the  pu r s u i t  o f  ju s t i ce  and  in te r conn ec t e dnes s  o f  v a r io u s  c l a ims  m ake  the  

accoun t  o f  Fr as e r  an  in s igh t fu l  r e s ou rce .  Thus ,  Fras e r ’ s  f r amew ork  o f  

under s t and ing  becom es  an  ind i s pens ab l e  po in t  o f  r e f e r ence  fo r  my  s tu d y .  

Th rough  the  s tudy  o f  Fras e r ’ s  w o rk ,  I  s eek  to  u n d e r s t an d  the  d i f f e r en t  

s t r a t eg i es  o f  po l i t i ca l  ac t iv i s m  tha t  migh t  be  u t i l i zed  by  a l t e r n a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  

 

1.4.3. Democracy in America: Tocqueville 
Tocquev i l l e ’ s  w o rk  i s  o f t en  r ega rd ed  as  a  t i me l es s  t ex t  on  d emocr acy .  I t  

c r ea t es  a  f ounda t iona l  under s t and ing  o f  the  na tu r e  o f  d emocra cy ,  and  

conv inc ing ly  cap tu res  i t s  e s s ence .  T ocquev i l l e ’ s  w o rk  r emains  ev e r -

r e levan t  a s  h e  t r a ces  th e  evo lu t ion  o f  d e mocracy  th rough  the  p as t  and  o f f e r s  

a  d e f en s e  fo r  the  found ing  p r inc ip l es  o f  a  democra t i c  s oc ie ty .  Th e  caus a l  

app roach  o f  the  t ex t  makes  the  t ex t  more  in te r es t ing  and  l ends  more  

s ubs tance  to  the  a rgumen ts .  Tocquev i l l e ’ s  p r imary  pu rpos e  w as  to  u s e  h i s  

obs e rva t ions  to  fo rmu la t e  gener a l  l aw s  o f  democra t i c  evo lu t ion  w h i ch  
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w ou ld  then  g u id e  h i s  Eu ro p ean  co n te mp o r a r i e s .  Th i s  exp la in s  the  in s igh t fu l  

under s t and ing  o f  con cep t s  l ike  eq u a l i ty ,  l i b e r ty  and  demo cracy  under   

 

Tocquev i l l e ’ s  a rgumen ts  bu i ld  a  cas e  fo r  equa l i ty  in  the  s oc ie ty ,  upon  

w h ich  the  s t ru c tu r e  o f  democra cy  can  b e  es t ab l i s hed  and  s us ta ined .  H is  

argumen ts  a l s o  bu i ld  the  found a t ion  th rough  w h ich  th e  con tempora ry  

s uba l t e rn  and  new  s o c ia l  movem en ts  a r e  ab le  to  a s s e r t  th ems e lv es .  

Tocquev i l l e  d id  no t  v i ew  democr acy  a s  a  m a te r i a l  f ea t  w h ich  can  b e  

ach iev ed  th rough  a  s in g le  ev en t ,  r a th e r  he  s aw  i t  a s  a  cond i t ion  and  

pr inc ip l e  o f  b ind ing  the  s oc ie ty  in  s uch  a  w ay  tha t  ens u res  a  ju s t  s oc ie ty .  

S uch  s oc ie ty ,  be ing  ev er - mu t ab le  and  adap t ive ,  p rog res s es  tow ards  a  

g r ea te r  d eg ree  o f  equa l i ty  o f  cond i t io ns ,  w h ich  the r eby  c r ea te  a  b e t t e r  

s oc ia l  o rde r .  

 

Understanding Democracy 
Tocquev i l l e ’ s  under s t and ing  o f  democr acy  cou ld  be  s een  a s  fo l low ing  a  

t e l eo log ic a l  p a th  b as ed  on  the  p ro g res s  o f  human  s o c ie ty .  H e  d es c r ibed  the  

t r ans i t ion  tow ards  a  demo cra t i c  o rde r  a s  benef ic i a l  f o r  the  s oc ie ty  a s  w e l l  

as  the  ind iv idu a l s .  Tocqu ev i l l e  t akes  a  u t i l i t a r i an  p o s i t io n  w h en  he  a rgues  

tha t  th e  advan tage  o f  d emo cr acy  does  no t  cons i s t  i n  f avo r ing  the  p ros per i ty  

o f  a l l ,  bu t  s i mp ly  in  con t r ibu t ing  to  the  w e l l - be ing  o f  the  g r ea t es t  number . 168 

 

The  mos t  impor t an t  and  char ac t e r i s t i c  a s pec t  o f  demo cracy ,  f o r  

Tocquev i l l e ,  i s  equa l i t y  in  cond i t ions .  T ocquev i l l e  r ecogn iz es  the  f ac t  th a t  

no  democracy  i s  eve r  im ag in ab le  i f  i t  i s  mark ed  by  inequ a l i ty  o f  cond i t ion .  

The  mos t  impor t an t  con t r ibu t ion  o f  Tocquev i l l e ,  i n  g iv ing  s uch  

exp lana t ions ,  l i e s  in  the  r ecogn i t ion  o f  the  cond i t ions  w h ich  l ead  s uch  

cong lomer a t ion  o f  p eop le  toge the r ,  and  w h ich  keep  th em tog e the r .  

 

H av ing  acqu i r ed  s ome  deg re e  o f  exper ie nce  o f  bo th -  democra t i c  and  non -

democra t i c  s o c ie t i e s ,  To cquev i l l e  w as  a b le  to  r e f l e c t  upon  the  t r ans i t ion  
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f rom non - demo cra t i c  t o  de mocra t i c  p roce s s  in  a  conv inc ing  mann er .  H e  a l s o  

makes  i t  c l ea r  tha t  a  d emocra cy  i s  be t t e r  than  any  o th e r  f o rm o f  s oc ie ty  

becaus e  no  po l i t i c a l  f o rm h as  h i th e r to  been  d i s covered  th a t  i s  equa l ly  

f avo rab le  to  the  p ros per i ty  and  th e  dev e lopmen t  o f  a l l  t he  c l a s s es . 169 H e  

be l i ev ed  tha t  hav ing  a  de mocra t i c  s oc ie ty  i s  e s s en t i a l  f o r  th e  p rog res s  o f  

human  c iv i l i z a t ion  and  ind iv idua l s ,  and  fo r  tha t  to  happen ,  i t  i s  

qu in tes s en t i a l  to  hav e  coop era t ion  a mong  ind iv idua l s . 170 Tocquev i l l e  

r eminds  the  r ead er ,  a  number  o f  t i m es ,  tha t  i t  i s  impor tan t  f o r  the  

ind iv idua l s  to  l ea rn  to  comb ine  w i th  o th e r s  f o r  r e in fo rc ing  the  mu tu a l  

f r eedom and  equa l i ty  in  the  s oc ie ty . 171  

 

A n  in te r es t ing  f e a tu r e  o f  To cquev i l l e ’ s  w o r k  i s  the  f a i th  he  s how s  in  th e  

p rog res s  tow ards  a  democra t i c  o rde r .  F o r  h im,  w i th  be t t e r  edu ca t ion  and  

f r eedom,  th e  s oc ie ty  w ou ld  s how  an  p rog res s ion  tow ards  a  demo cracy .  

Thus ,  democracy  i s  v iew ed  as  a  na tu r a l  co n d i t io n  o f  human  p rog res s . 172 A s  

Tocquev i l l e  f u r the r  s ugges t s :  

“ i f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  t a k e  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t ,  a n d  e a c h  o n e  o f  

t h e m  h a s  a n  e q u a l  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  i t ,  t h e n  n o  o n e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  h i s  f e l l o w s ,  a n d  n o n e  ca n  e x e r c i s e  a  t y r a n n i c a l  p o w e r .  M en  

w i l l  b e  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  a l l  e n t i r e l y  e q u a l ;  a n d  t h ey  

w i l l  a l l  b e  p e r f e c t l y  e q u a l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  e n t i r e l y  f r e e .  T o  t h i s  

i d e a l - s t a t e  d e m o c r a t i c  n a t i o n s  t e n d . ” 173 

 

Tocquev i l l e  a l s o  in fo rms  tha t  i t  i s  a l s o  pos s ib le  tha t  the  p r inc ip le  o f  

equa l i ty  may  b e  es t ab l i s hed  in  c iv i l  s oc ie ty  w i thou t  p r ev a i l ing  in  th e  

po l i t i ca l  w or ld .  Th ere  may  be  equa l  r ig h t s  o f  indu lg ing  in  th e  s ame  

p leas u res …  a l though  a l l  m en  do  no t  t ak e  an  equ a l  s ha r e  in  th e  

governmen t . 174 Wh i le  th e  p ic tu r e  i s  be l i ev a b le ,  i t  m igh t  a l s o  b e  pos s ib le  f o r  

a  commun i ty  to  have  po l i t i ca l  equa l i ty ,  b u t  no  c iv i l  equ a l i ty .  The  c as e  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  f o r  in s t an ce ,  s ho w s  po l i t i c a l  equa l i ty  to  a l l  bu t  an  

abs ence  o f  eq u a l i ty  a t  th e  s oc ia l  and  e co nomic  l eve l .   
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Tocquev i l l e  acco rd ed  l ib e r ty ,  a  pos i t ion  s econd  to  equ a l i ty .  Th i s  i s  due  to  

the  r eas on  th a t  f r eedo m/ l ibe r ty 175 canno t  b e  a  d i s t ingu i s h ing  chara c te r i s t i c  

o f  a  de mocra cy .  Fr eedom  can  be  ach i e ved  and  exper i enced  in  d i f f e r en t  

f o rms  and  d eg rees ,  u n d e r  bo th  de mocr a t i c  and  n o n- democr a t i c  o rd e r s . 176  

H ow ever ,  the  conc ep t ion  o f  d emocr ac y  r emains  in compl e te  un les s  the  

va lues  o f  equa l i ty  and  l ib e r ty  a r e  s e en  t oge the r .  

 

Tocquev i l l e  a l s o  d i s cus s es  the  t en d en cy  o f  a  democr a t i c  s oc ie ty  to  tu rn  in to  

a  ma jo r i t a r i an  s oc ie ty ,  w here in  the  d ic ta tes  o f  the  ma jo r i ty  b ecom e  th e  

un ive r s a l  t r u th ,  and  w ha tever  i s  in  c on t r as t  to  th e  m a jo r i ty  no rms  i s  

cons ide red  a s  pa tho log ica l .  Th i s  b r eeds  the  w ho le  t r ad i t ion  o f  

s ubo rd ina t ion  and  s upp res s ion  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  l ives  in  a  s oc ie ty .  Though  

Tocquev i l l e  w as  aw are  o f  th i s  t endency  o f  a  demo cracy ,  h e  s ee ms  to  hav e  

s uppo r ted  the  ex i s t ing  no rma t ive  o rde r  o f  a  s oc ie ty ,  w h ich  he lp s  to  b ind  the  

s oc ie ty  in to  a  com mon ly  accep ted  mora l  f r amew o r k .  Th e  con cerns  o f  u n i ty  

and  coherenc e  in s p i r ed  Tocquev i l l e  to  advoca te  a  no rm at iv e  o rde r .  A t  

t imes ,  To cquev i l l e  a l s o  s e t s  to  con f ine  t he  boundar ies  o f  a  p u b l i c  o rde r  in  

s uch  a  w ay  th a t  s ens ua l i ty  t ak es  a  mod era te  and  t r an q u i l  cou r s e . 177 Giv en  

the  h i s to r i c a l  con t ex t  in  w h ich  To cq uev i l l e  w ro te ,  h i s  ideas  g ive  an  

app rop r ia t e  p i c tu r e  o f  the  h e te rono r mat i ve  boundar ies .  

 

On Social Change: Beyond democracy 
Withou t  underm in ing  the  s ign i f i can ce  g iven  to  the  p r inc ip le  o f  equa l i ty ,  

Tocquev i l l e  a l s o  h igh l igh t s  the  th r ea t s  t ha t  in c r eas ing  equa l i ty  migh t  h av e .  

Th i s  a s pec t  o f  Tocquev i l l e ’ s  w r i t ing  i s  a  r a r e ly  found  d i s cus s ion  on  

demer i t s  o f  eq u a l i ty .  To cq u ev i l l e  a rgu es  th a t  g row ing  equa l i ty  homogen izes  

the  ind iv idua l s  in to  ac t in g  the  s a me  w ay .  S uch  cu l tu r e  h as  a  t enden cy  

tow ards  ‘ low er ing  t h e  l eve l  o f  i mag in a t i o n s  and  as p i r a t ions . ’  A n  exc es s ive  

equa l i ty  o f  cond i t ions ,  f o r  Tocquev i l l e ,  s moo thens  a l l  d i f f e r enc es  and  

b r eaks  the  s p i r i t  f o r  r e s i s t an c e  and  r evo l u t ion . 178 H ow ever ,  th i s  i s  con t r a ry  
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to  w ha t  the  democra t i c  s oc i e t i e s  a r e  d o in g  now .  Ra the r  than  t r ea t ing  

equa l i ty  a s  s amen es s ,  i t  i s  de f in ed  in  t e rms  o f  cap ab i l i ty  and  r igh t s .  

H ow ever ,  Tocquev i l l e ’ s  d i s cus s ion  on  i l l s  o f  equa l i ty  g ives  a  ho r r i f i c  

p ic tu r e  o f  the  pos s ib le  s oc ie ty  i f  a  pe r f e c t  b r a inw as h  i s  a ch ieved .  

 

Tocquev i l l e ’ s  d emocra t i c  s oc ie ty  app ear s  to  b e  d i f f e r en t  f ro m th e  

mul t i cu l tu r a l  s oc ie ty  o f  21 s t  cen tu ry ,  in  th e  s ens e  th a t  th e  l a t t e r  b r eaks  th e  

homogenous  no rmat iv e  code .  Whi l e  Tocq uev i l l e ’ s  u n d e r s t an d in g  o f  s oc ie ty  

does  en ta i l  an  e l e men t  o f  f r e e  mu tab i l i t y  be tw een  va r ious  c l a s s es ,  i t  does  

no t  fo r es ee  th e  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  f r ee  ac cep tan ce  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s e t s  o f  

l i f e s ty l es  o r  cu l tu r es .  The  a r t i cu la t i o n  o f  in te r es t  and  op in ion ,  f o r  

Tocquev i l l e ,  t ook  p l ace  w i th in  an  a m b i t  o f  a  n o rma t iv e  s phere  w h ich  

r es t r i c t ed  the  t e r r i to r y  o f  op in ion  by  an  in d iv id u a l .  Tocqu ev i l l e  h e ld  s uch  

r es t r i c t ion  and  ‘dogmat i c  be l i e f ’  a s  nec es s a ry  fo r  s us ta in ing  democr acy . 179 

Tocquev i l l e ’ s  ana ly s i s  f a i l s  to  c ap tu re  th e  p ic tu r e  w h er e  the  v e r y  no rm at iv e  

s t ruc tu r e  o f  th e  s oc ie ty  cou ld  be  pe rpe tua t ing  th e  in t e r es t s  and  

in te rp r e ta t ions  o f  the  domin an t  g roup ,  and  w orks  to  ke ep  the  a l t e rna te  

pe r s pec t iv es  and  g roups  in  a  s u b o r d in a ted  and  n eg l ec t ed  p o s i t io n .  S uch  

v iew  o f  democra cy  on ly  r em ains  u t i l i t a r i an  a t  bes t ,  and  migh t  no t  cons ide r  

the  conc erns  o f  ju s t i c e  f o r  the  m in o r i ty  co mmu n i t i e s .  

 

Tocquev i l l e  h igh l igh t s  the  f ac t  tha t  a  p r ac t i ce  o f  s ubo rd ina t ion  and  

domina t ion  e merges  ou t  o f  p r ev a len t  inequa l i ty  o f  cond i t ions ,  w h ich  

pe rpe tua te  an  i mpres s ion  o f  s uper io r i ty  in  s ome  g r o u p s .  S uch  

s ubo rd ina t i o n ,  i f  uncheck ed ,  g r adua l ly  s upp res s es  the  ve ry  iden t i ty  and  

perpe tua tes  the  codes  o f  the  do minan t  g ro u p . 180 The  adv en t  o f  democr acy  

marks  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  e manc ipa t io n  o f  human  s ou l  f r om the  bondage  

o f  cus toms  an d  dogmat ic  be l i e f s .  The  po s s ib i l i ty  o f  a  peac e fu l  up r i s e  o f  the  

h i the r to  s ubo rd in a ted  s e c t ions  o f  s o c ie ty  i s  pos s ib le  on ly  und er  a  

democra t i c  f r a mew o rk ,  w here  the r e  i s  a  p o s s ib i l i ty  to  ques t ion  the  ex i s t ing  
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no rmat iv e  s t ruc tu r es  w i th o u t  be ing  a t  r i s k  o f  be ing  he ld  a s  an undes e rv ing  

pa r t  o f  s oc ie t y .   

 

Tocquev i l l e  a l s o  g ives  a  p laus ib le  des c r ip t ion  o f  th e  ha l luc ina to ry  imp ac t  

o f  the  ex i s t ing  no rm at iv e  s t ruc tu r es  o f  the  s oc i e ty .  I n  h i s  ow n  w ords ,  

‘manner s  a r e  gen era l ly  th e  p roduc t  o f  th e  ve ry  b as i s  o f  chara c te r ,  bu t  they  

a re  a l s o  s omet imes  th e  r e s u l t  o f  an  a rb i t r a ry  conven t ion  be tw een  c e r t a in  

men .  Thus ,  th ey  a r e  a t  onc e  na tu r a l  an d  acqu i r ed .  I n  de mocrac ies  a l l  

s t a t ions  appe ar  doub t fu l . ’ 181 Thus ,  the  t e mp o ra l i ty  o f  the  co n v en t io n s  i s  

es tab l i s hed .  Wh i le  To cquev i l l e  d id  no t  d w el l  deep  in to  th e  impa c t  and  ro le  

o f  s uch  no rmat ive  s t ruc tu r es ,  he  a s tu te ly  r eco g n iz es  tha t  demo cra t i c  s oc i e ty  

i s  n o t  va lue - f r ee ,  r a the r ,  the  va lues  a r e  t o o  f luc tua t ing  w i th in  a  demo cracy  

tha t  p r ev en t s  c ry s ta l l i z a t ion  o f  a  pa r t i c u la r  no rma t ive  f r a mew ork . 182 Th i s  

crea t es  a  l inkage  be tw een  Tocqu ev i l l e ’ s  concep t ion  o f  d emocr acy  and  the  

i dea  o f  a  ‘ b o rd e r l e s s ’  d emocr acy ,  w h ic h  I  have  p u r s u ed  in  th e  p ropos ed  

s tudy .  

.  

1.4.4. Carole Pateman: The Sexual Contract 
I n  w ha t  i s  b e in g  now  s een  as  a  ‘ c anon ica l ’  t ex t ,  C aro le  P a tem an  in  T he  

Sexua l  Con t r ac t  demons t r a te s  conv in c ing ly  th a t  th e  s o - ca l l ed  s o c ia l  

con t r ac t  i s  b as ed  upon  ce r t a in  p r e s u p p o s i t io n s ,  due  to  w h ich  the  na tu r e  o f  

ou r  d i s cou r s e  c anno t  b e  c l a im ed  as  t r u ly  ob je c t iv e ,  and  w h ich  in  tu rn  

s u s ta in s  the  con t inua t ion  o f  pa t r i a r chy ,  a lb e i t  i n  a  mo d er n  fo rm.  P a t eman’ s  

w o rk  s how s  tha t  the  con t r ac ta r i an  s choo l  has  inde ed  u s ed  d i f f e r en t  

pos i t ions  to  r e in fo rce  i t s  a rgumen ts ,  w i th  an  a im  to  fo r mu la te  a  s o c ia l  

con t r ac t  w here in  th e  m an  i s  the  mas te r .  I t  a l s o  d i s cu s s es  h o w  the  s oc ia l  

con t r ac t  has  been  ab l e  to  ou t cas te  w ome n  f rom the  con t r a c t  i t s e l f ,  t he r eby  

ens u r ing  tha t  w om en  r em a in  s ub jec ted  t o  the  w h ims  o f  man .   

 

The  r e as on  f o r  r ead ing  P a te man’ s  w o rk  l i e s  in  h e r  app roach  to  r ead  the  

d i s cou r s e .  Th rough  a  founda t iona l  an a l y s i s  o f  the  con t r ac ta r i an  t r ad i t ion ,  
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P a teman  i s  ab l e  to  expos e  th e  h id d en  s e t  o f  a s s umpt ions  tha t  w ork  beh ind  

the  con t r ac t a r i an  f r amew ork .  I n t e r es t ing ly ,  P a tem an  u t i l i zes  the  s a me  too l s  

u s ed  by  the  con t r ac t a r i an  t r ad i t ion  to  m ake  a  founda t ion a l  an a ly s i s  o f  the  

l ib e r a l  s choo l  i t s e l f .  The  m ain  a rgu m en t  o f  P a tem an’ s  w o rk  s eems  to  

s ugges t  tha t  the  s oc ia l  con t r ac t  i s  no t  th e  on ly  co n t r ac t  th a t  m igh t  have  

t aken  p la ce  in  the  hypo the t i c a l  h i s to r i ca l  s i tu a t ion  d i s cus s ed  by  the  

con t r ac ta r i an  th inker s .  I n s tead ,  the  s oc i a l  co n t r ac t  i s  p r eceded  by  a  s exua l  

con t r ac t ,  w here in ,  w omen  a r e  p u t  unde r  the  s ub jec t ion  o f  men ,  and  thus  

exc luded  f rom the  p a r t i c ipa t ion  in  the  fo rma t io n  o f  th e  c iv i l  s oc i e ty  and  

po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty .  Thus ,  th e  ma ins t r ea m  u nder s tand ing  o f  the  s oc ia l  con t r a c t  

t heo ry  beco mes  a  p rob le mat ic  w h en  v i e w ed  f rom P a tem an ’ s  pe r s pec t iv e .   

 

P a teman ’ s  ana ly s i s  s how s  th a t  th e  l ibe r a l  con t r ac t a r i an  pos i t ion  i s  no t  on ly  

exc lus ionary  bu t  r ep res en ta t ive  o f  a  ves ted  in te r es t  w h ich  w orks  a t  s evera l  

l eve l s  to  r e in fo rc e  the  no rmat iv e  s t ruc tu r es  o f  the  dominan t  g roup .  The  

founda t iona l  ana ly s i s  o f  P a t eman  i s  a l s o  ab le  to  r ecogn ize  tha t  the  ou tcas te  

and  neg le c t  o f  w om en  i s  e f f ec t ive ly  h i dden  and  ju s t i f i ed  by  the  l ibe r a l  

d i s cou r s es .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t he  l i b e r a l  p o l i t i ca l  a r r angem en ts  con t inu e  to  

ju s t i f y  and  p ro mo te  th e  s ub jec t ion  and  e xc lu s ion  o f  w omen .   

 

M y  pu rpos e  in  r ead ing  P a teman’ s  w o rk  i s  to  u s e  the  me thod  o f  f ounda t ion a l  

ana ly s i s  o f  a  d i s cou r s e  fo r  a  b ro ader  th eme ,  and  m ak e  a  depar tu r e  f ro m a  

f emin i s t  s t and  tow ards  a  gend er  th eo r y .  P a tem an’ s  w o rk  o f f e r s  a  g r ea t  

s uppo r t  in  fo rmu la t ion  o f  the  found a t iona l  c r i t ique  o f  the  po l i t i c a l  

d is cou r s es ,  w h ich  i s  one  o f  the  t a s k s  o f  my  s tudy .  S uch  under s tand ing  w ou ld 

he lp  me  under s t and  th e  un fo ld ing  o f  t he  democra t i c  t r ad i t ion  tow ards  a  

more  inc lu s iv e  and  ac commod a t iv e  cu l tu r e .  I n  th i s  s ens e ,  I  s ee  my  s tudy  as  

an  ex tens ion  to  the  p ro jec t  under tak en  b y  P a teman .  

 

I  a l s o  paus e  to  men t ion  tha t  the  d i f f e r e nce  be tw een  my  a r e as  o f  concern  

and  tha t  o f  P a te man’ s  makes  i t  ne ces s a ry  fo r  me  to  go  fo r  a  s e lec t iv e  
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r ead ing  o f  h e r  w ork .  Thus ,  my  pu r s u i t  o f  P a teman’ s  a rgu men ts  ex tend  to  

the  po in t  to  w h ich  th ey  r e l a t e  to  my  a r e a  o f  concern .  N e ed les s  to  m en t ion  

tha t  th i s  i s  done  on ly  to  ma in ta in  focu s  a t  th e  s ub je c t  o f  my  s tudy .  Th e  

main  po in t s  o f  in te r es t  f o r  me ,  in  T he  S ex ua l  Con t r ac t ,  a r e :  f i r s t ,  P a t eman’ s  

a rgumen t  th a t  s oc i a l  co n t r ac t  can n o t  be  t ak en  as  th e  on ly  po in t  w here  th e  

dec i s ion  on  fo rma t ion  o f  the  c iv i l  s oc i e ty  (o r  po l i t i ca l  s oc i e ty )  h as  been  

t aken .  D is cou r s e  on  s oc ia l  con t r a c t  pu rp os e fu l ly  igno res  th e  f a c t  tha t  s o m e  

s ec t ions  o f  s oc ie ty  hav e  been  neg l ec t e d  f rom the  ac t  o f  s oc i a l  con t r ac t .  

Thus ,  the  s oc i a l  con t r ac t  c anno t  be  s ee n  as  t r u ly  b as ed  on  equ a l i ty  and  

l ibe r ty .  S e cond ,  P ate man’ s  w ork  ho lds  g r ea t  va lue  be caus e  i t  b r eaks  th e  

t endency  to  b l ind ly  a ccep t  th e  au tho r i ty  o f  ex i s t ing  d i s cou r s es ,  and  

ques t ions  the  va l id i ty  and  in te l l ig ence  o f  d i s cou r s es .  Th i s  q u es t io n in g  o f  

the  founda t iona l  va lues  o f  ou r  po l i t i c a l  d i s cou r s es  i s  v e ry  i mpor tan t  in  

order  to  keep  the  va l id i ty  and  r e l evanc e  o f  the  d i s cou r s es  a l ive .   

 

A  r ead ing  o f  P a teman’ s  w o rk  in fo rms  abou t  the  b ias ed  na tu r e  o f  the  

d i s cou r s e  w here in  non - con f i rming  g rou ps  a r e  ou tcas ted  and  s ubo rd ina ted .  

Tha t  i s  w hy  P a teman  s ugges t s  tha t  th e  s o c ia l  con t r ac t  w as  p r eced ed  by  a  

number  o f  co n t r ac t s  w h ere in  th e  incomp a t ib l e  s ec t ions  w ere  exc lud ed  and  

ou tcas ted .   

 

Understanding the Social Contract 
P a teman ’ s  w o rk  in te r roga tes  the  o r ig in a l  pos i t ion  o f  the  s o c i a l  con t r ac t  

theo ry  i t s e l f  and  des c r ibes  the  n a tu r e  o f  th e  con t r ac t a r i an  s oc i e ty  a s :  

“ T h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  i s  a  s e x u a l - s o c i a l  co n t r a c t ,  b u t  t h e  s t o r y  

o f  t h e  s e xu a l  c o n t r a c t  i s  r e p r e s s e d …  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  s e x u a l  

c o n t r a c t  i s  a l s o  a b o u t  t h e  g en e s i s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t ,  a n d  e x p l a in s  

w h y  e x e r c i s e  o f  r i g h t  i s  l e g i t i m a t e -  b u t  t h i s  s t o r y  i s  a b o u t  

p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t  a s  p a t r i a r c h a l  r i g h t  o r  s e x - r i g h t ,  t h e  p o w e r  t h a t  

m e n  e x e r c i s e  o v e r  w o m en …  t h e  n e w  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  c r e a t e d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  o r i g in a l  c o n t r a c t  i s  a  p a t r i a r c h a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r . ” 183 
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P a teman  a rgu es  tha t  th e  imp l ica t ion  o f  t he  s exua l  co n t r a c t  i s  tha t  i t  mak es  

the  s exua l  id en t i ty  o f  the  ind iv idua l  i r r e l evan t .  Thus ,  th e  con t r ac t a r i an  

t r ad i t ion  i s  s een  a s  fo cu s in g  o n ly  upon  the  ind iv idua l  w ho  i s  devo id  o f  

s pec i f i c  t r a i t s  o r  e mo t ions . 184 Wh i le  h ig h l igh t ing  th i s  l i mi t a t ion  o f  th e  

con t r ac ta r i an  t r ad i t ion ,  P a tem an’ s  ana ly s i s  l imi t s  to  the  f emin i s t  

per s pec t iv e .  H ow ever ,  the r e  i s  enough  room to  s t r e tch  the  app l i cab i l i ty  o f  

t he  a rgu men t  to  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  w ho  a r e  eq u a l ly  ou tcas t ed  by  th i s  

log ic .  

 

The  env i ronmen t  o f  in equa l i ty  and  s ub je c t ion ,  in  v iew  o f  P a te man ,  p r ed a tes  

t he  s oc ia l  con t r ac t  and  con t inues  a f t e r  t he  con t r a c t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  un ive r s a l  

accep tance  o f  th e  s exua l  con t r ac t  s e ems  to  p r eda te  th e  hypo the t i ca l  s o c ia l  

con t r ac t .  Thus ,  in  a l l  v e r s io n s  o f  the  con t r ac ta r i an  l i t e r a tu r e ,  the  cond i t ions  

of  s exua l  con t r ac t  be come  ce ter i s  pa r ibus ,  and  thus  s een  as  na tur a l .  

H ow ever ,  i t  migh t  a l s o  be  a rgued  tha t  P a teman’ s  a rgum en t  cou ld  be  fu r the r  

s t r e t ched  to  f ind  a  p r ev ious  impos i t ion  o f  gender  no rms  and  s t e r eo types  

aga in s t  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  w h ich  p lac es  the  no r ms  o f  he t e rono rma t iv i ty  

a t  t h e  cen t e r  o f  d i s cou r s e .  

 

P a teman  p ro ceeds  to  d es c r ibe  th e  d iv i s ion  o f  the  w or ld  in to  pub l i c  and  

p r iva te  s pher e  a s  a  means  to  s upp re s s  and  s ubo rd ina te  w omen .  The  

con f inem en t  o f  w om en  to  the  p r iva t e  s phere  i s  done  to  p rove  he r  a s  

incompe ten t .  Thus ,  the  pub l i c - p r iv a te  d i cho tomy  b eco mes  a  t r ans la t ion  o f  

the  m an - w oman  d iv ide  and  ca r r i e s  th e  ex c lu s ionary  n a tu r e .  Th e  ca t ego ry  o f  

w omen  and  the  p r iva t e  a r e  hencefo r th  made  po l i t i c a l ly  i r r e lev an t .  S uch  

s e tup ,  s ugges t s  P a te man ,  makes  p a t r i a r chy  po l i t i ca l ly  i r r e l ev an t . 185 A  

s imi la r ly  log ic  i s  u s ed  w hen  i t  co mes  to  the  concerns  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  By  p rov ing  th e  a l t e rn a te  s ex u a l i t i e s  a s  i r r e l evan t  f o r  the  

d is cou r s e ,  they  a r e  l eg i t ima te ly  s upp res s ed ,  s ubo rd ina t ed  and  t r ans fo rmed .  

This  i s  a l s o  th e  under ly ing  log ic  o f ,  w h a t  I  h ave  p ro p o s ed  a s ,  log ic  o f  ou t  

o f  bounds .  
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P a teman ’ s  s tu d y  o f  th e  s oc ia l  con t r a c t  theo ry  i s  un ique  and  though t -

p rovok ing  as  i t  o f f e r s  an  a rgum en t  tha t  ex p la in s  the  con cea led  n eg le c t  and  

s ub jec t ion  o f  a  co mmun i ty .  Whi le  u s i ng  the  too l s  and  pos i t ions  o f  the  

con t r ac ta r i an  theo ry ,  P a te man  i s  ab le  to  co n temp la t e  abou t  th e  a r e as  w h ich  

expos e  the  pos s ib le  and  pa radox ica l  ou tcomes  o f  the  ve ry  p roces s  o f  the  

s oc ia l  con t r a c t .  H er  s tu d y  a l s o  s how s  tha t  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es  a r e  no th ing  

bu t  t r ans la t ion  o f  man’s  under s t and ing ,  w h ich  i s  neces s a r i ly  s haped  by  

one’ s  v a lues  and  p r e f e r ences .  

 

On Political Discourses 
P a teman ’ s  r ead in g  o f  the  s ub j ec t  a l s o  o p en s  up  th e  av enues  fo r  f u r the r  

con temp la t ion  bo th  o n  con t r ac t a r i an  t heo ry  and  on  po l i t i ca l  theo ry  in  

genera l .  S he  c lea r ly  m en t ions  tha t  th e  con t r ac ta r i an  th eo ry  has  pu t  a s ide  

t he  r e l a t ions  be tw e en  s ex es  and  any  c r i t i c a l  inqu i ry  r e l a t ing  to  i t .  S he  

a rgues  tha t  the  con v en t ion a l  d i s co u r s e  does  no t  a l low  the  ques t ions  o f  

r igh t s  and  en t i t l emen ts  f o r  w omen  to  a r i s e .  The  con t r a c ta r i an  t r ad i t ion  

appear s  to  have  a  p r e -d es t ined  goa l  w here  the  ro le  o f  the  theo r i s t s  has  be en  

t o  o f f e r  d i f f e r en t  in te rp r e t a t ions . 186  

 

Though  P a teman’ s  s tudy  appe ar s  to  be  c on f ined  to  the  i s s ues  pe r t a in ing  to  

w omen ,  the  in s ig h t s  g iven  by  he r  impac t  th e  cas es  o f  eve ry  o the r  g roup  tha t  

has  been  a f f ec ted  b y  the  t r ad i t ion  o f  neg lec t  and  s ub jug a t ion .  H er  

obs e rva t ions  g ive  hop e  to  th e  s u b a l t e r n  g roups  fo r  mak ing  an  a t t e mp t  to  

f ind  the  r eas on  and  ev id en c e  o f  in ju s t i ce  and  s ub jec t ion  in  the  name  o f  

t r ad i t ion  and  ph i lo s ophy .  P a te man’ s  w o rk  p r es en t s  an  example  o f  th e  

founda t iona l  eng agem en t  w i th  th e  d i s cou r s e ,  w h ich  I  have  a t t emp ted  

th rough  my  s tu d y .  S he  i s  ab le  t o  decod e  the  i mp l i c i t  a s s umpt ions  made  by  

the  con t r a c ta r i an  th eo ry ,  w h ich  r ema in  u n ch a l l en g ed  by  the  th inker s  w ho  

s eem to  hav e  acc ep ted  the  o r ig ina l  theo r y .   
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The  mos t  in t e r es t ing  p a r t  o f  P a tem an’ s  w o rk  i s  he r  ana ly s i s  o f  the  p roces s  

th rough  w h ich  w omen’ s  s ub jec t ion  i s  ma de  a  po l i t i ca l ly  i r r e l evan t  ca tego ry .  

U s ing  the  s ame  l in e  o f  r eas on ing ,  w e  c an  u n d e r s t an d  how  the  ve ry  ex i s t ence  

o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  m ad e  po l i t i c a l ly  i r r e l evan t  by  the  po l i t i ca l  

d i s cou r s es  i t s e l f .  The  pos i t ion  t aken  by  P a teman  s u re ly  b r eaks  the  b l in d  

f a i th  in  the  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es ,  and  f o rces  the  mind  to  in t e r roga t e  the  

va l id i ty  o f  th e  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es .  H ow ever ,  P a te man’ s  w o rk  l eaves  a mp le  

amoun t  o f  r o o m  fo r  ex p an s io n  and  r ev i s ion  o f  th e  concep t s  conc ern ing  

po l i t i ca l  ph i lo s ophy .  
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1.5 Concerns and Chapterization of the Study 

 

 

The  ma in  con cern  o f  my  s tudy  i s  to  ad d res s  the  i s s ues  o f  exc lu s ion  and  

in ju s t i c e  exper i enced  by  th e  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  The  a im o f  my  s tudy  i s  

to  under s t and  th e  na tu r e  o f  th e  in ju s t i c e  done  to  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  

and  p ropos e  s omew ha t  p r e l i minary  pos s ib le  s o lu t ions ,  a t  th e  ph i lo s oph ica l  

a s  w e l l  a s  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  l eve l s .  The  co ncerns  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  

a r e  v iew ed  a s  un ju s t i f i ed  by  th e  h e te ro no rmat iv e  ma jo r i ty .  H ow ever ,  an  

enqu i ry  in to  the  n a tu r e  o f  thes e  con cern s  acqua in t s  u s  w i th  th e  s ever i ty  o f  

the  i s s ue .  The  in ju s t i ce  done  to  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  no t  on ly  a t  a  

s oc io - po l i t i co - e conomi c  l eve l ,  b u t  a l s o  a t  a  ph i lo s oph ica l  l eve l .  Th i s  mak es  

the  i s s ues  u rgen t  bo th  f rom an  acad emi c  a s  w e l l  a s  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  po in t  o f  

v iew .  

 

H av ing  s t a t ed  the  b ro ader  pu rpos e  o f  th e  s tudy ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  d i s cus s  

the  t r a j ec to ry  th rough  w h ich  I  p ropos e  to  examine  the  i s s ues  o f  my  concern .  

Whi le  the  s p r ead  o f  concerns  o f  the  a l t e r na te  s exua l i t i e s  cover s  eve ry  nook  

and  co rne r  o f  the  hu man  l i f e ,  I  have  a t t emp ted  to  exp lo re  an d  r es pond  to  

f ou r  ma jo r  a r eas  conc ern ing  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  Thes e  a r eas ,  w h i l e  

be ing  p rom inen t  s i t e s  o f  in ju s t i ce  and  s u bo rd ina t ion ,  a l s o  ho ld  th e  po t en t i a l  

t o  add res s  the  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s ex u a l i t i e s .  

 

F i r s t ,  my  s tudy  s eeks  to  und er s t and  th e  na tu r e  o f  the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es ,  

e s pec ia l ly  in  the  l igh t  o f  emerg ing  t r en ds  in  democracy ,  and  exp lo re  th e  

a r eas  tha t  l ead  to  a  s ubo rd in a t ion  and  n eg lec t  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

I n  do ing  s o ,  my  a t t emp t  w ou ld  be  fo cus ed  a t  o f f e r in g  a  f ounda t iona l  

c r i t ique  o f  the  h e te rono r mat ive  d i s co u r s e  w h ich ,  I  be l i eve ,  i s  l a rge ly  

r e s pons ib le  f o r  the  n eg le c t  and  s ubo rd i na t ion  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

Th i s  exe rc i s e  w ou ld  r eq u i r e  me  to  r ev i s i t  t he  ce leb r a ted  p r inc ip les  o f  ou r  

d i s cou r s e  l ik e -  de mocracy ,  l ib e r ty  an d  equa l i ty -  and  exp lo re  an  
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under s t and ing  o f  thes e  p r inc ip l es  w h ich  w ou ld  f i t  t h e  con te mpora ry  

s cenar io .  S uch  exa mina t ion  o f  th e  demo cra t i c  va lues  and  d i s cou r s es  w o u ld  

a l s o  r evea l  impor t an t  caus a t ion  fo r  th e  s t e r eo typ e  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  

 

S econd ,  in  the  pu r s u i t  t o  under s tand  the  na tu r e  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es ,  

my  ende avo r  w ou ld  b e  to  enqu i r e  in to  the  ce l eb ra ted  ide a  o f  Public-Private 

dichotomy,  and  p rop os e  a  pos i t ion  o f  m uta t i s  m u tand i s ,  t h a t  i s ,  p ro p o s in g  s o me  

neces s a ry  a mends  to  i t  t h rough  fu r the r  s eg r eg a t io n  o f  th e  Pr i va te  s pher e  

in to  Pr iva t e  and  Per s ona l .  S uch  t r i cho to mized  under s t and ing  o f  the  pub l i c -

pr iva te  a s pec t s  o f  l i f e  i s  p ropos ed  to  expand  the  ho r izons  o f  the  

con tempor a ry  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e ,  and  f in d  a  n iche  fo r  l eg i t imi z ing  the  

c l a i ms  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  Th e  r ec e n t  deba t es  over  the  pub l i c - p r iv a te  

d icho tomy  h av e  f a i r ly  in f e r r ed  th a t  the  ‘ pub l i c ’  and  the  ‘p r iva t e ’  s phere  o f  

human  l i f e  c an no t  be  cons t ru ed  as  mu tu a l ly  exc lu s ive ,  r a th e r ,  the  tw o  a r e  

c lo s e ly  conn ec t ed  w i th  a  deg ree  o f  o ver l ap  and  in te r - d ependen cy .  The  

pe r s ona l  s phere ,  w h ich  I  p ropos e  to  exp l o re ,  i s  a  s p h e re  o f  ex p r es s io n  and  

r ea l i za t ion  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  and  s exua l i t y .  Though  i t  migh t  r ema in  a f f e c ted  

by  the  p r iv a te  and  th e  pub l i c  s phere  to  s ome  ex t en t ,  i t  i s  n eces s a ry  to  ca r v e  

s uch  pe r s ona l  s pace  in  o rde r  to  f a c i l i t a t e  ind iv idu a l i ty .   

 

Th i rd ,  my  s tudy  a t t emp ts  to  m ake  an  inq u i s i t ive  enqu i ry  in to  the  dyna mics  

o f  r ecogn i t ion  and  r ed i s t r ib u t io n ,  and  u n d e r s t an d  th e  s t r a t eg i es  tha t  th e  

new  s oc ia l  mo v emen ts  a r e  adop t ing  and  may  adop t  to  fu r th e r  the i r  c l a ims .  

This  s tudy  i s  impor t an t  becaus e  the  t r ad i t iona l  app ro ach  h as  been  de f in ed  

i n  t e rms  o f  p r e s s u r e  g ro u p s  and  in te r es t  g r o u p s  pu r s u in g  the i r  demands  fo r  

r ed i s t r ibu t ive  ju s t i ce .  Wh ereas  th e  new  s o c ia l  mov emen ts  have  b roken  th i s  

r e s t r i c t ed  v iew  o f  ju s t i ce  a s  r ed i s t r i bu t ion  and  g iv en  new  a r eas  o f  

de l ibe r a t ion  w h ich  canno t  be  under s tood  th rough  the  p a rad ig m  o f  

r ed i s t r ibu t ion  a lon e . 187 I n  my  a t t emp t  to  u n d e r s t an d  and  ana lyze  the  na tu r e  

o f  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  ac t iv i s m  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  I  a l s o  t r y  to  t e s t  the  
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a rgumen t  w he the r  the  po l i t i c s  o f  r ecog n i t ion  a lone  i s  s u f f i c i en t  f o r  th e  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  to  c l a i m  ju s t i ce  in  t h e  s oc i e ty .   

 

Las t ly ,  I  have  t ak en  a  pos i t ion  w h ich  mi gh t  have  a  s t r u c tu r a l i s t  inc l ina t ion ,  

in  the  s ens e  th a t  i t  h igh l igh t s  th e  ro le  o f  democr a t i c  s t a t e  in  e l eva t ing  th e  

pos i t ion  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  M y  s tudy ,  in  th i s  s ens e ,  w ou ld  be  a  

t e s t ing  g round  to  the  hypo thes i s  tha t  t he  s t a t e ,  i n  the  21 s t  c en tu ry ,  has  

ga ined  a  cons c ious nes s  o f  i t s  ow n ,  w h ich  i s  a t t r ib u tab le  to  evo lv ing  

under s t and ing  o f  id ea l s  l ike  de mocra cy ,  l ib e r ty  and  equa l i ty .  Wh i le  i t  m ig h t  

be  va l id  to  a rgue  th a t  the  s t a te  i s  on ly  an  a r t i f i c i a l  s t ru c tu re ,  i t  i s  a t  the  

s ame  t ime  a  r e f l e c t ion  o f  ou r  u n d e r s t an d in g  o f  va r ious  ide a l s .  Th e  na tu r e  

and  r es pons ivenes s  o f  the  s t a t e  changes  w i th  the  evo lv ing  under s t and ing  o f  

s uch  idea l s .  Thus ,  i t  c an n o t  be  as s umed  th a t  the  s t a t e  i s  a  n a ïv e  appara tu s  

i n  the  hands  o f  thos e  runn ing  i t .  Th rough  i t s  under s tand ing  o f  the  p r inc ip l es  

o f  ju s t i ce  and  democr acy ,  the  s t a t e  does  h av e  s ome  in f luenc e  on  the  pub l i c  

dec i s ion  mak ing  w h i ch ,  a t  t i mes ,  p roves  to  be  h e lp fu l  f o r  thos e  s t rugg l ing  

to  ge t  ju s t i c e  in  the  s o c ie ty .  I n  th i s  w ay ,  s ince  th e  s t a t e  has  a r r ived  a s  an  

a rb i t r a to r -  b y  p rov id ing  equa l  r igh t s  an d  p lay ing  a  p roac t ive  ro le  f o r  

g r an t ing  r ecogn i t ion  to  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s -  i t  w ou ld  be  inco r r ec t  to  t r e a t  

the  s t a t e  a s  an  adver s a ry .  R a the r ,  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  co u ld  u s e  the  

democra t i c  mach in e r y  to  b r ing  a  g r adua l  change  a t  the  s oc ie ty .   

 

I t  i s  a l s o  imp o r t an t  to  c l a r i f y ,  be fo r e  I  emb ark  upon  th i s  ep i s t emi c  

adven tu re ,  th a t  the  ob jec t ive  o f  the  s tud y  i s  no t  to  c ry s ta l l i ze  th e  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s  a s  a  s epara te  and  n ew  mino r i ty  g roup ,  w h ich  w ou ld  then  beg in  

t o  con tes t  f o r  a  be t t e r  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  o f  r e s ou rces .  Ra the r ,  the  a im o f  the  

s tudy  i s  to  u n d e r s t an d  the  po l i t i c s  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s ex u a l i t i e s  a s  one  w h ich  

a ims  to  g r adua l ly  d i s man t l e  the  ca t ego r i za t ion  o f  th e  a l t e rn a t e  s exua l i t i e s .  

S ince  th e  b as i s  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  h ave  no th ing  to  do  w i th  the  

r ed i s t r ibu t ive  as pec t s  o f  s oc ie ty ,  i t  i s ,  a t  l eas t  concep tua l ly ,  pos s ib l e  to  

a im fo r  d i s s o lv ing  the  s t e r eo typed  ca teg o r iza t ion  o f  s uch  iden t i ty .  S uch  an  
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accomp l i s hmen t  w ou ld  l ead  to  a  pe a ce fu l  inc lu s ion  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  w i th in  the  s oc ie ty  an d  end  t he  s t e r eo type  ov er  o n e’ s  cho i ce  o f  

l i f e s ty l e .  Thus ,  th e  pu r s u i t  o f  ju s t i c e ,  f o r  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s ,  be comes  

a  t e l eo lo g ica l  jou rney ,  w h ich  has  an  i mmed i a te  goa l  o f  ac cep t an ce  and  

accom moda t ion  w h i le  hav ing  th e  u l t i ma te  goa l  o f  a s s imi la t ion  o f  a l l  

s exua l i t i e s  w i thou t  any  s t e r eo type  o r  s u pp res s ion .   

 

Wh i le  s uch  a  t a s k  appe ar s  to  be  d i f f i cu l t ,  t he r e  a r e  a  f ew  s igns  o f  change  

w h ich  o f f e r  hope  and  as s u rance  o f  a  p os i t ive  ch an g e .  A par t  f r om the  

po l i t i ca l  ch ange  t ak ing  p l ace  th rough  t he  s t a te  s t ruc tu res ,  the  p roc es s  o f  

r e fo rm  i s  t ak ing  p lac e  a t  th e  s oc io - cu l t u r a l  l eve l  a s  a  con t inuu m.  From a  

r eac t ion  o f  u t t e r  d i s gus t  and  s hame ,  t he  s oc ia l  r eac t ion  to  th e  ac t s  o f  

‘ com i ng  ou t  o f  the  c lo s e t ’  i s  g r adua l ly  chang ing  and  be coming  more  

s uppor t ive  and  s ympathe t i c .  Wi th  g re a t e r  v i s ib i l i ty  and  accep t ance  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  t h e  no rma t ive  cod es  o f  the  s o c ie ty  a r e  a l s o  bound  to  

undergo  a  chang e .  

 

H ow ever ,  i t  a l s o  appe ar s  tha t  s uch  a  movemen t  i s  ab le  to  in f luenc e  the  

pub l i c  i magery  s o  f a r  a s  i t  ma in ta in s  i t s  un ique  s pa t i a l i ty .  Th e  mo men t  i t  

comes  in  con tes t a t ion  w i th  th e  o the r  e t hn ic  iden t i t i e s  o f  the  s oc ie ty ,  the  

v i s ib i l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  t en d s  to  d i s s ipa t e .  The  cas e  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  h as  been  ab l e  to  p os e  an  in te r es t ing  cas e  s tudy .  Th e  

ac t iv i s m  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  w h i l e  be ing  an  impor t an t  a s pec t  o f  the  

new  s oc ia l  mo v emen t s ,  has  g iv en  the  acade mic  w o r ld  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  

in t ro s pec t  the  conv en t ion a l  d i s cou r s es  in  a  w ay  w h ich  r e inv igo ra tes  the  

f a i th  and  r e l i ance  in  th e  de mocra t i c  idea l s .  

 

Research methodology 
The  s ub jec t  o f  th i s  s tudy  a r e  the  g roups  w h ich  have  been  l a rg e ly  neg l ec t ed  

f r om the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s es .  Th i s  exp la in s  a  gener a l  pau c i ty  o f  

l i t e r a tu r e  on  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  H ow ever ,  the r e  a r e  s evera l  h i s to r i ca l  
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a r t e f a c t s  w h ich  des c r ib e  the  r i ch  cu l tu r e  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  in  th e  pas t .  

A l s o ,  the  emerg ing  concerns  tow ards  the  caus e  o f  a l t e r n a t e  s ex u a l i t i e s  has  

l ed  to  the  g row th  o f  a  quee r  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  i s  mak ing  s t eady  p rog res s  in to  

the  democr a t i c  de l ibe r a t ions .  To  mak e  t he  mos t  ou t  o f  my  r es ea r ch ,  I  have  

pu r s ued  a  dynami c  me thodo logy :  

 

Fi r s t ly ,  and  p r imar i ly ,  my  s tudy  r e l i e s  o n  a  con ten t  ana ly t i ca l  r ead ing  as  

w e l l  a s  a  he rmeneu t i c  ana ly s i s  o f  con te mpora ry  l i t e r a tu r e  o n  democra cy ,  

s exua l i ty  and  L GBTQ I+  move men t .  Th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  l i t e r a tu r e  i s  p ropos ed  

t o  b e  made  in  s uch  a  manner  w h ich  es tab l i s hes  a  log ica l  conne c t ion  be tw een  

t he  them es  o f  my  s tudy .  Thus ,  the  cou r s e  o f  my  a rgumen ts  w ou ld  p roceed  

th rough  an  ex p lo r a t io n  o f  the  mean ing  and  na tu r e  o f  va lu es  o f  l ibe r ty ,  

equa l i ty  and  demo cracy  and  move  t ow ards  an  in t ro s pec t ion  o f  the  

prov i s ions  r e la t ing  to  s exua l i ty  and  gend er  iden t i ty  in  Ind ia .  M y  a t t emp t  in  

r ev i s i t ing  thes e  va lu es  and  p r inc ip les  i s  to  exp lo re  the  a r eas  f ro m w h ere  

the  neg l ec t  and  ou tc as te  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  a r i s e ,  and  to  

con temp la t e  upon  the  w ays  in  w h ich  s uch  neg lec t  co u ld  be  ad d r es s ed .  The  

b roader  f r amew ork  o f  my  s tudy  r ema ins  th eo r e t i ca l  in  na tu r e .   

 

S econd ly ,  I  p ropos e  to  back  my  a rgu men ts  and  obs e rv a t ions  w i th  the  

emp i r i ca l  da t a  bas ed  on  r epo r t s  and  p r ac t i ca l  ex p e r ien c e  f rom  var ious  

s ou rces .  The  f i r s t - hand  exper ien ce  w i t h  the  qu eer  movem en t  h as  been  

ga ined  th rough  p a r t i c ipa t ion  in  th e  que er  p r id e  pa r ad es  and  as s oc ia t ion  w i th  

s ome  N on - Governm en t  O rgan iz a t ions  (N GO s ) ,  l ike  N az  Founda t ion  ( Ind ia )  

Trus t 188,  N ew  D elh i  and  the  Laks hya  Tru s t 189,  V adodara .  The  exper ienc e  

ga ined  f ro m the  as s oc ia t ion  w i th  s uc h  N GO s  w as  s upp lemen t ed  w i th  

in te rv i ew s  an d  conver s a t i ons  w i th  l e ader s h ip  o f  s uch  N GO s .  The  s econdary  

da ta  ava i l ab le  f o r  my  s tudy  cam e  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  r epo r t s  by  the  

Governm en t  in s t i tu t ions  and  s evera l  in t e rna t ion a l  agenc ies .  A n  impor tan t  

s ou rce  o f  in fo rm at ion  w as  the  o f f i c i a l  co mmun ic a t ion  r ece ived  th rough  th e  

R igh t  to  In fo rma t ion  A c t ,  w h ich  he lp ed  me  under s t and  th e  f ac t s  and  
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pe rcep t ions  in  the  in s t i tu t io n a l  s pac es .  Thes e  emp i r i ca l  and  s t a tu to ry  

r eco rds  he lped  me  to  co n v in c in g ly  pu t  m y  a rgumen ts .  

 

I n  s ho r t ,  g iven  the  s ub je c t  m a t t e r  o f  the  s tudy ,  the  r e s ea r ch  i s  to  be  done  

th rough  s tudy  o f  the  pas t  and  p r es en t  l i t e r a tu r e  concern ing  the  ide a  o f  

democra cy ,  l i be r ty  and  equ a l i ty  and  the  con tempor a ry  queer  l i t e r a tu r e .  The  

obs e rva t ions  and  in f e r en ces  a r e  then  to  b e  con t r as ted  w i th  th e  ex i s t ing  s t a t e  

o f  a f f a i r s  in  t e r ms  o f  l ego - po l i t i c a l  a r r angemen ts  and  s oc ia l  p r ac t i ces .  

S ince ,  o f t en  i t  i s  obs e rved  tha t  the  r ea l i ty  a t  the  l ego - po l i t i ca l  l eve l  i s  

d i f f e r en t  f r om the  s oc ia l  p r a c t i ces ,  th e  f i r s t - hand  exper ienc e  w i th  the  N GO s  

and  on l ine  camp a igns  w ou ld  he lp  i n  a s s es s ing  s u ch  d iv e r g en ce  o f  

exper ien ces  in  t e rms  o f  s oc ia l  p r ac t i ces  an d  po l i t i ca l  a r r ange men ts .  

 

Relevance of Study 
The  r e lev ance  o f  any  s tudy  r ema ins  s o  long  as  the  s ub jec t  ho ld s  s o me  

s ign i f i can ce  fo r  the  s o c i e ty .  H ow ever ,  th i s  ve ry  r e l ev an ce  o f  an  i s s ue  i s  

bas ed  upon  o u r  pe r s pec t ive  and  ju d g emen t .  The  cas e  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  

has  impres s ed  me  becaus e  o f  i t s  un ique  s pa t i a l i ty .  The  cas e  o f  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s  h as  s how n  an  in s tance  w here  the  in ju s t i ce  be ing  done  to  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  n eed s  to  be  p roven  a t  a  theo r e t i ca l  a s  w e l l  a s  p r ac t i ca l  

l eve l ,  b e fo re  advo ca t ing  any  s t ru c tu r ed  movem en t .  The  conv en t ion a l  

d i s cou r s es  p o r t r ay  he te rono r mat iv i ty  a s  ‘n o rma l ’  and  ju s t i f i ed .  The  b igg es t  

cha l l enge  fo r  me ,  in  th i s  con tex t ,  i s  to  b r eak  th i s  mis p l aced  a t t en t ion  o f  ou r  

d i s cou r s es  an d  pave  th e  w ay  fo r  b roaden ing  o f  the  d i s cou r s es .   

 

The  r e l evance  o f  my  s tu d y  l i e s  in  expos i ng  the  s ubo rd ina t ion  and  in ju s t i c e  

done  to  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  a t  a  p h y s ica l  a s  w e l l  a s  ph i lo s oph ic a l  

l eve l .  The  in ju s t i c es  d o n e  to  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  can  be  expos ed  once  

i t  i s  p roven  tha t  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  r e fu s ed  the  v a lues  o f  equ a l i ty  

and  l ibe r ty .  I n  o rde r  to  do  s o ,  w e  need  to  b roaden  ou r  ho r izon  and  v iew  

democra cy  a s  a  guaran tee  o f  equa l i ty ;  and  the  pub l i c - p r iv a te - pe r s ona l  
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t r i cho to my  as  a  guaran t ee  o f  l ibe r ty .  T h rough  my  s tudy ,  i t  becomes  c lea r  

tha t  w i thou t  equa l i ty  and  l ib e r ty ,  w e  can n o t  expec t  the  ju s t i c e  f o r  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  Fo r  a  t r u ly  ju s t  and  eg a l i t a r i an  s oc ie ty ,  i t  i s  neces s a ry  

tha t  th e  ind iv idua l s  b e  ab le  to  exp res s  thems e lv es  t r u ly ;  an d  be  ab le  to  

pa r t i c ipa t e  in  the  c iv i l /po l i t i ca l  s oc i e ty  a s  ones e l f ,  r a th e r  than  a s  a  

pre tend ing - s e l f .  

 

The  changes  in  the  pe r cep t ion  tow ards  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  to  b e  

s tud ied  p roper ly ,  i f  t h ey  a r e  to  be  g iven  any  e f f ec t .  Ev en  a  m inu te  chang e  

has  f a r - r each ing  imp l ic a t ions ,  w h ich  s h ou ld  be  t ak en  in to  cons ide r a t ion  a t  

every  s t age  o f  p lann ing  and  con te mp la t i on .  The  con cerns  o f  ju s t i ce  f o r  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  bound  to  ha ve  f a r  r each ing  i mp l i ca t ions  and  

s ev e r a l  un in tend ed  cons equences .  I t  i s  t h e  t a s k  o f  the  s oc ia l  s c i ences  to  

eva lua te  the  s t r a teg i es  t aken  by  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  in  cou r s e  o f  the i r  

movemen ts .  I  have  a t t emp ted  to  under tak e  s uch  eva lua t ive  and  he r meneu t i c  

t a s k  th rough  my  s tudy .  

 

N ex t ,  the  cas e  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  needs  s pe c ia l  a t t en t io n  a s  i t  

con tes t s  th e  s oc i e ty  a t  mu l t i f a r ious  l eve l s .  U n l ike  many  o the r  N ew  s o c i a l  

movemen ts ,  the  po l i t i c s  o f  th e  a l t e r n a te  s ex u a l i t i e s  i s  mor e  f u n d am en ta l  a s  

i t  s t r u g g le  to  e s t ab l i s h  i t s  iden t i ty  and  ex i s t ence .  Th i s  imb ib es  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  w i th  a  un ique  s pa t i a l i ty .  The  t a s k  o f  the  r e s ea r ch  i s  a l s o  

impor tan t  bec aus e  the r e  i s  a  l ack ,  i f  no t  an  a l toge the r  abs en ce ,  o f  a  

h i s to r i ca l  p r ec edence  w h i ch  cou ld  gu ide  th e  f low  o f  the  movem en t .   

 

Fina l ly ,  the  p ropos ed  s tudy  i s  a l s o  impo r tan t  bec aus e  w i th  ev e ry  change  in  

the  no rma t ive  o rde r  o f  the  s oc i e ty ,  a  co r r es pond ing  ch ange  w ou ld  b e  

a f f ec t ed  in  th e  o the r  s p h e r es  a s  w e l l .  Th e  t a s k  o f  th e  r e s ea r ch er ,  thus ,  i s  to  

harmon iz e  the  p ro ces s  o f  chang e  by  p rov id ing  va l id  a rgu men ts  and  

exp lana t ions .  I n  o the r  w ords ,  the  impor t an t  t a s k  i s  to  r ea l ign  th e  na tu r e  o f  

ou r  po l i t i c a l  d i s cou r s es  to  the  chang ing  under s t and ing  o f  the  human  
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s oc ie ty ,  and  to  p r epare  a  f r a mew ork  o f  ‘bo rde r l e s s  d emo cr acy ’  w h ich  w o u ld  

r emain  open  to  th e  pos s ib i l i t i e s  o f  cha nge  and  r ev i s ion .  Thus ,  the  s tu d y  

p ropos es  by  me  ho ld s  r e l evanc e  in  d i f f e r en t  t ime  and  s pa ce  o f  the  p ropos ed  

a r ea  o f  conc erns .  

 

Chapterization 
A  b i r d ’ s  eye  v iew  o f  my  f r am ew ork  g ive s  an  idea  th a t  th e  p r imary  a r eas  o f  

d i s cus s ion  in  my  s tudy  a r e  th r ee - fo ld s -  democracy ,  con cerns  o f  l ibe r ty -

equa l i ty  and  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  Fo r  t he  s ake  o f  a  b e t t e r  under s t and ing  

and  f low  o f  a rgumen t s ,  I  hav e  t r i ed  to  fo l low  a  t r a je c to ry  w h ich  b eg ins  w i th  

a  d i s cu s s io n  o f  the  n a tu r e  o f  p r ev a i l in g  d i s cou r s e  and  then  indu lg es  in  a  

deeper  d i s cus s ion  on  i s s ues  l ik e  de m ocracy ,  l ibe r ty ,  equa l i ty  and  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .   

 

M y  s tudy  opens  w i th  Chap te r  O ne  en t i t l ed  a s  ‘O u t  o f  B ounds  and  th e  

Q ues t ion  o f  Coerced  Inv i s ib i l i ty . ’  The  b road  ou t l ine  o f  th e  chap te r  i s  

concerned  w i th  the  na tu r e  o f  ou r  s oc i a l  d i s cou r s es  and  the  neg lec t  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  f r om the  d i s cou r s e .  S ec t ion  1 .1  g iv es  a  b r i e f  

in t roduc t ion  o f  my  w ork  and  in t roduces  th e  va r ious  themes  an d  i s s ues  tha t  

I  h av e  d i s cus s es  th roughou t  the  s tud y .  S ec t ion  1 .2  i s  a  r e f l e c t ion  upon  the  

na tu r e  o f  co n v en t io n a l  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s e  and  engages  in  a  c r i t i ca l  

pe r s pec t iv e  to w ar d s  th e  conven t ion a l  d i s cou r s es .  I t  a l s o  expos es  the  a r eas  

w h ich  r es u l t  in to  the  d i s c r im in a t io n  and  n eg lec t  o f  t h e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  

The  a rgu men ts  made  in  the  s ec t ion  a r e  fu r the r  d eve lop ed  in  S ec t ion  1 .3  

w h ich  in t roduces  the  id ea  o f  ‘O u t  o f  Bounds ’  and  ‘ C o er ced  I n v i s ib i l i t y ’  a s  

a  un ique  s p a t i a l i ty  and  d i s c r imin a t io n  exper i enced  by  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s ,  an d  how  th e  cas e  o f  a l t e r na te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  d i f f e r en t  f r om o th e r  

e thn ic  g roups .  Th i s  s ec t ion  a l s o  s e rves  to  ju s t i f y  the  impor t ance  o f  my  s tu d y  

and  p laces  o n  r eco rd  the  u rgen t  n eed  to  in te r roga te  th e  na tu re  o f  ou r  

d i s cou r s es .  Th e  chap te r  a l s o  in c lu d es  s ec t ions  on  a  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew  o f  

s ome  majo r  s o u r ces  o f  r e f e r ence  a s  w e l l  a s  an  ou t l in e  o f  th e  ma jo r  conc erns .    
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The  s econd  ch ap te r  o f  my  s tudy  i s  en t i t l ed  ‘U nder s tand ing  D emo cracy  and  

Equa l i ty . ’  I t  p r es en t s  a  d i s cus s ion  on  the  na tu r e  o f  demo cracy  in  the  

con tempor a ry  age  and  the  de f in ing  cha r ac te r  o f  a  demo cracy .  Fu r the r ,  th e  

chap te r  l inks  the  d i s cus s ion  on  democracy  to  tha t  on  equa l i ty  in  s uch  a  

manner  tha t  c r ea tes  a  log ic a l  connec t io n  be tw een  the  tw o .  S ec t ion  2 .1  i s  

ded ica ted  to  th e  d i s cus s ion  on  the  me a n ing  and  n a tu r e  o f  d e mo cr a cy  and  

the  w ay  i t  i s  under s tood  today .  The  s ec t ion  p ropos es  and  fo rw ards  an  

under s t and ing  o f  de mocra cy  as  an  ‘ emp t y  p lace , ’ 190 w h ich  i s  ev e r  evo lv ing  

and  adap t iv e .  I  have  a l s o  t r i ed  to  s tu dy  the  idea  o f  democr acy  under  

ver s ions  o f  l ibe r a l  though t ,  i n  o rde r  to  f in d  ou t  th e  pos s ib le  r eas ons  and  

f ac to r s  tha t  m ig h t  h ave  l ed  to  the  ou tc as t e  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  

uncover ing  o f  the  r e as ons  fo r  exc lu s ion  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  w ou ld  a l s o  

fo rm the  founda t iona l  c r i t iqu e  of  the  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e .  S ec t io n  2 .2  

i n t roduces  th e  ide a  o f  equa l i ty  and  co n t r as t s  i t  w i th  tha t  o f  d emocr acy .  

H ere ,  I  i n t roduce  the  ide a  o f  the  ‘P eop l e ’  a s  a  dynamic  ca t ego ry  w h ich  i s  

s u s cep t ib le  to  ch ange .  S e c t ion  2 .3  in t roduces  th e  idea  o f  equa l i ty  a s  

‘ r enego t i a t ion . ’  I t  i s  an  impor ta n t  id e a  in  my  s cheme  o f  under s t and ing  

becaus e  the  idea  o f  a  dynami c  and  evo lv ing  ‘peop le ’  n eed  to  be  

s upp lemen t ed  w i th  an  id ea  o f  r e - nego t i ab i l i ty  w h ich  w ou ld  a l low  the  

s oc ie ty  to  a r r iv e  a t  a  p o in t  o f  t r uc e ,  i f  no t  cons ens us .  The  chap t e r  ends  w i th  

an  under s t and ing  o f  d emo cra cy  as  an  o pen  a r r ange men t  w here  p eop le  can  

nego t i a t e  and  de l ibe r a te  upon  the i r  r igh t s  and  en t i t l emen ts .  Th i s  p roc es s  o f  

nego t i a t ion  and  d e l ibe r a t ion  i s  an  o ngo ing  one  and  p r emis ed  upon  

r ev i s ab i l i ty  and  inc lu s ion .   

 

Chap te r  3  beg in s  w i th  a  d i s cus s ion  on  the  idea  o f  l ibe r ty  and  p r iv a te  s phere ,  

w here in  I  h ave  a t t emp t ed  to  under s t and  l ib e r ty  th rough  the  p e r s pec t ive  o f  

Ber l in  and  M i l l . 191 The  under s tand ing  o f  l i be r ty  i s  g ea red  tow ards  an  a im  to  

pro tec t  and  p r es e rv e  i t  f r om th e  vagar ie s  o f  the  m a jo r i ty ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i s  t e s t ed  

aga in s t  th e  backd rop  o f  the  pub l i c - p r i va te  d icho tomy  w h ich  r ema ins  an  
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impor tan t  f r amew ork  o f  s tudy ing  th e  po l i t i c a l  s o c ie ty .  S ec t ion  3 .2  exp lo res  

the  t e r r i to ry  o f  the  pub l i c  p r iv a te  d icho tomy  and  t r i e s  to  m ake  an  

under s t and ing  o f  th e  in t e r r e l a t ions h ip  b e tw een  th e  tw o  s pheres ,  and  how  

the  p r iva te  i s  nec es s a r i ly  bound  by  th e  log ic  o f  he te rono rm at iv i ty .  M y  

pu rpos e  in  h av in g  d i s cus s ed  the  pub l i c  an d  p r iva te  s pher e  i s  to  t r ac e  the  

areas  tha t  a r e  r es pons ib l e  f o r  the  s upp res s ion  o f  ind iv idua l i ty .  The  

under s tand ing  o f  d emocr acy  as  an  emp ty  p lace  and  eq u a l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion  

i s  then  app l i ed  to  th e  con cep t ion  o f  pu b l i c - p r iv a te  d iv ide  to  c a rve  o u t  a  

s pace  o f  ind iv idua l i ty ,  w h ich  I  ca l l  t he  per s ona l  s pher e .  S ec t ion  3 .3  

e labo ra tes  th i s  t r i cho tomi za t ion  o f  th e  pub l i c -p r iv a te  d iv ide  and  ou t l ines  

t he  pu rpos e  and  n a tu r e  o f  s uch  pe r s o na l  s phere .  Thus ,  the  ab i l i ty  to  

nego t i a t e  in  the  pub l i c  s phere  appear s  to  be  emerg ing  f rom  the  s a c r ed  

s phere  o f  ind iv idu a l i ty ,  w h ich  i s  to  b e  p ro tec t ed  a s  pe r s ona l  s phere .   

 

Chap te r  4  r e l a t e s  to  the  po l i t i c a l  ac t i v i s m,  and  i s  con cerned  w i th  the  

ex i s t ing  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  in  Ind ia  w i th  r ega rd  to  th e  a l t e rna t e  s ex ua l i t i e s .  

Whi le  the  f i r s t  th r ee  ch ap te r s  w ere  ded i ca ted  to  an  an a ly t i ca l  exp lo ra t ion  

o f  the  me t aphys ica l  co n cep t s  l i k e  dem ocracy ,  l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty ,  th i s  

chap te r  d ea l s  w i th  th e  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  r ea l i ty  in  Ind ia  and  l inks  th e  

theo re t i ca l  w i th  the  p r ac t i c a l .  Whi l e  s ec t io n  4 .1  dea l s  w i th  the  l eg o -

po l i t i ca l  f r a mew ork  pe r t a in ing  to  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  s ec t ion  4 .2  t r i e s  

to  under s t and  the  g enera l  pe r cep t ion  to w ar d s  th e  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  

th rough  f i e ld  r e s ea r ch  and  ana ly s i s  o f  genera l  pe r s pec t ive .  I n  th i s  s ec t ion ,  

I  h av e  a t t e mp ted  to  s um mar iz e  th e  exp er i ence  and  o b s e rv a t io n s  mad e  du r ing  

the  invo lve men t  w i th  the  L aks hya  Trus t ,  V adodara .  I  have  a l s o  a t t emp t ed  

t o  ana lyze  th e  i mpac t  o f  the  o the r  p ro je c t s  man aged  by  th e  L aks hya  Tr u s t  

and  t r i ed  to  under s t and  how  s uch  ac t iv i s m  migh t  b e  he lp fu l  in  e f f e c t ing  a  

change  in  the  po l i t i ca l  i magery .  S ec t ion  4 .3  conc ludes  the  obs e rva t ions  and  

as s es s men t  o f  the  l ego -po l i t i c a l  a r r ang e men ts  a s  w e l l  a s  the  a c t iv i s m b y  the  

c iv i l  s oc i e ty  o rgan i za t ions .  I t  i s  in t e r es t ing  to  n o te  th a t  the  t r a j e c to ry  

pu r s ued  by  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  un ique  in  the  s ens e  th a t  i t  does  no t  
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pos e  i t s e l f  a s  a  cha l l enger  to  the  s t a t e  s t r uc tu r es .  R a th e r ,  i t  s eek s  to  u t i l i ze  

the  demo cra t i c  cons c ious nes s  o f  the  s t a t e  to  f u r th e r  i t s  con cerns  o f  

inc lu s io n .   

 

The  d i f f e r en t  a r e as  exp lo r ed  du r ing  t he  cou r s e  o f  my  d i s cu s s io n  a r e  

propos ed  to  be  l inked  toge th e r  to  f o r m conc lus iv e  a rgu men ts  and  

i n f e r enc es ,  Thus ,  Chap te r  5  s e r v es  a s  the  conc lud ing  chap te r  f o r  my  

d i s cus s ion  o n  the  concerns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  I n  th e  conc lu s ion ,  I  

t r y  to  m ake  a  peac e fu l  s ym met ry  b e tw ee n  the  id ea  o f  p e r s ona l  s pac e ,  ide a  

of  equa l i ty  a s  r enego t ia t ion ,  and  ide a  o f  ‘peop le ’  i n  o rde r  to  come  up  w i th  

a  mo re  in c lu s ive  and  d e l ib e r a t iv e  con ce p t ion  o f  demo cracy .  

 

Th rough  th i s  s tudy ,  my  modes t  concer n  i s  to  under s t and  and  beg in  to  

add res s  the  con cern  o f  ex c lu s ion  and  i n ju s t i ce  exper i enced  by  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  in  a  democr a t i c  s e tup .  D emocracy  c la i ms  to  b e  s o  

f a r  the  mos t  inc lu s ive  o f  po l i t i ca l  p roc es s es .  I n  th e  con temp or a ry  w or ld ,  

w here in  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  h av e  begu n  to  be  r eco g n ized  l eg a l ly ,  th e i r  

inc lu s ion  a s  equ a l s  in  the  d e mo cra t i c  p roces s  i s  imp era t ive  to  the  

s ubs tan t ive  c l a i ms  o f  inc lu s ion  mad e  by  democra cy .  The  concern  in  d o in g  

s o  i s  to  und er s co re  the  imper a t iv e  fo r  a  b o rde r l e s s  id e a  o f  democr acy  w h i ch  

w ou ld  be  more  inc lu s ive  and  open  to  the  in te r es t s  an d  iden t i t i e s  o f  P eop le ,  

inc lud ing  a l t e rna t ive  s ex u a l i t i e s .  

 

 

 

 

 
1 Throughout the study, I have used the terms like- ‘alternate sexualities’, ‘queer’, ‘LGBTQI’ in an interchangeable 
manner. Though there might be certain differences in the meaning of these terms, I have ignored such differences 
knowingly. I admit of committing this mistake time and again during my study. 
2 Sigmund Freud, Beyond the Pleasure Principle and Other Writings, trans. John Reddick (London: Penguine, 2003); 
Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality Volume 1: An Introduction, trans. Robert Hurley (New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1978); Judith Butler, Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of “Sex” (New York: Routledge, 2011). 
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3 The term ‘Borderless’, in my framework of study, does not imply a state without political frontiers. The term 
‘borderless’ has been used in a rather metaphorical sense to refer to absence of discrimination and subjugation. 
The term is not to be confused with aspects of international relations or physical territoriality. 
4 Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Queer and Intersex (LGBTQI). Different groups have used different terms to 
refer to the alternate sexualities living in the society. Thus, we see the use of terms like ‘Homosexuals’, ‘LGBT’, 
‘LGBTQ’, ‘LGBTH’ and ‘LGBTIHK’. But none of these terms capture the true spectrum of the alternate sexualities. 
For more discussion on nature of alternate sexualities See Altman, The End of the Homosexual?; Butler, Undoing 
Gender. 
5 Donald E. Hall, Queer Theories (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003); Dennis Altman, The End of the 
Homosexual? (Queensland: University of Queensland Press, 2013). 
6 Francis Fukuyama, The End of History and the Last Man (Penguine, 2012); Nancy Fraser, Justice Interruptus- 
Critical Reflections on the PostSocialist Conditions (New York: Routledge, 1997). 
7 Fraser, Justice Interruptus- Critical Reflections on the PostSocialist Conditions, 1–3; Fukuyama, The End of History 
and the Last Man, pp. xi. 
8 Michael Sandel, “The Procedural Republic and the Unencumbered Self,” Political Theory 12, no. 1 (1984): 81–96. 
9 Mahajan describes the relationship between the public and the private as: “in the modern times, the public and 
private exist as complimentary entities, and work to enhance democratic citizenship. The nature of these two 
spheres is defined by the ongoing process of democratization, and thus the boundaries of the two are drawn 
differently in different circumstances. As the polity becomes more democratic the private arena gets reconstituted 
in a way that the public permeates it without eclipsing the space for the expression of individual difference and 
creativity. The sphere of the public and private are continuously re-articulated in a manner that the two reinforce 
each other.” Gurpreet Mahajan and Helmut Reifeld, eds., The Public and Private: Issues of Democratic Citizenship 
(New Delhi: Sage, 2003). 
10 A study by ABVA made several observations regarding the interrelations between different ethnic identities and 
sexuality of an individual, and how different individuals experience a dominant influence of identities like caste or 
religion, over one’s gender identity. See AIDS Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan, “Less than Gay- A Citizens’ Report on the 
Status of Homosexuality in India” (New Delhi: AIDS Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan (ABVA), December 1991). 
11 Dennis Altman, Global Sex (London: The University of Chicago Press, 2001), 2. 
12 Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thomson, Why Deliberative Democracy? (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2004), 6. 
13 Claude Lefort, Democracy and Political Theory, trans. David Macey (London: Polity Press, 1988), 32–33. 
14 Fraser, Justice Interruptus- Critical Reflections on the PostSocialist Conditions, 180–82. 
15 Annamarie Jagose, Queer Theory- An Introduction (New York: New York University Press, 1996), 2. 
16 Altman, Global Sex; Konstantinos Eleftheriadis, “Anti-Identity, Politics and the State Queer Challenges and Future 
Directions,” in Queer Festivals (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2018), 167–79, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv5nph43.10. 
17 Govt of India, “Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act 2019,” Pub. L. No. NO. 40 OF 2019, 1 (2019). 
18 Section 377 of Indian Penal Code related to Unnatural offences.—Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse 
against the order of nature with any man, woman or animal, shall be punished with 1[imprisonment for life], or 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
See John Sebastian, “The Opposite of Unnatural Intercourse: Understanding Section 377 through Section 375,” 
Indian Law Review, 2018, https://doi.org/10.1080/24730580.2018.1453748; Navtej Singh Johar case, “Navtej Singh 
Johar Vs Union of India,” Writ Peition (Criminal) No. 76 of 2016 § (2018), 
https://main.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2016/14961/14961_2016_Judgement_06-Sep-2018.pdf. 
19 Terms redistributive and recognitive justice have been taken from Fraser’s understanding; See for detail Fraser, 
Justice Interruptus- Critical Reflections on the PostSocialist Conditions. 
20 Gutmann and Thomson, Why Deliberative Democracy?, 9–10. 
21 Ceteris paribus is a Latin phrase which is generally used in Economics to refer to an experimental condition of 
‘other things being constant’. This phrase is used in any experimental situation where all things are assumed to be 
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unchanging, and only the variable under study is subjected to change. When I use the term ceteris paribus to 
understand the nature of social science discourses, I mean to state the effect of the foundational presumptions 
upon the overall perspective of the discourse itself, which becomes bound by the framework of imagination set by 
these foundational presumptions. These foundational presumptions define the framework that is studied by our 
discourses, while keeping other factors as the same. 
22 Iris Marion Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1990), 3. 
23 Mutatis mutandis is a Latin phrase which refers to ‘making necessary alterations’. It is used here in the context 
of study of social science discourse to argue that a revision needs to be made in the foundational presumptions of 
the discourses, so that it does not lead to the neglect and subjugation of certain groups. 
24 Jeffery Abramson, Minerva’s Owl: The Tradition of Western Political Thought (Harvard: Harvard University Press, 
2009), 10. 
25 Altman, The End of the Homosexual?, 5. 
26 Fraser, Justice Interruptus- Critical Reflections on the PostSocialist Conditions, 1–3. 
27 See Fukuyama, The End of History and the Last Man, introduction 
28 David Held, “Part 2: Critical Theory Habermas,” in Introduction to Critical Theory: Horkheimer to Habermas 
(Cambridge: Polity Press, 1980), 314–15. 
29 See Carole Pateman, The Sexual Contract (California: Standard University Press, 1988). 
30 Brown argues that “Political theory, a genre of theory concerned with Western history’s most exclusively 
masculine purview, is fairly saturated with various modalities of masculinity.” See Wendy Brown, The Manhood 
and Politics: A Feminist Reading in Political Theory (Rowman & Littlefield, 1988), xix 
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