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Chapter 5. 

In Conclusion:  

Borderless Democracy for the Inclusion of Alternate Sexualities 

 

5.1 Overview of the study 

 

M y  s tudy  commenc ed  w i th  a  r a th e r  am b i t ious  goa l  o f  und er s t and ing  the  

concerns  o f  ju s t i c e  f o r  the  a l t e r n a t e  s exua l i t i e s  w i th in  a  de mocra t i c  

f r amew ork .  H ow ever ,  I  mus t  humbly  adm i t  tha t  my  a t t e mp t  w as  no t  s o  much  

t o  d i s cus s  the  en t i r e  s p ec t ru m o f  conc er ns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s ex u a l i t i e s .  M y  

s tudy  i s  more  concern ed  w i th  th e  t r ea t m en t  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  by  

the  conv en t ion a l  he te rono rm at iv e  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  w h ich ,  I  be l i eve ,  i s  

r e s pons ib le  f o r  a  s y s temi c  ou tcas t e  o f  t he  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  I t  i s  th i s  

‘ ou t  o f  bounds ’  cond i t ion  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  w h ich  mak es  the i r  

cas e  pecu l i a r  and  w or thy  o f  in t ro s pec t io n .  I n  th i s  w ay ,  my  s tu d y  o f f e r s  to  

exp lo re  a  d imens ion  o f  the  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  has  r em ained  h i the r to  

unexp lo red .  The  concern  h as  b een  a l s o  to  engage  con cep tu a l ly  w i th  the  

l ega l - po l i t i ca l  and  c iv i l - po l i t i ca l  do mai ns ,  in  th i s  r eg a r d .  

 

M y  emphas i s  on  the  co n ce rn s  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  does  n o t  underm ine ,  

in  any  manner ,  the  conc erns  o f  o the r  e th n ic  iden t i t i e s .  The  co n c e rn s  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  p r imar i ly  dea l  w i t h  the  i s s ues  o f  ex i s t en t i a l i s m  and  

iden t i ty  w h ich  a r e  m is p laced ,  i f  no t  ou t r igh t ly  neg l ec t ed ,  by  ou r  po l i t i ca l  

d is cou r s e .  The  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  ne ed  to  be  s tud i ed  

beyond  the  s co p e  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  ju s t i ce .  The  p o s i t io n  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s ,  w i th in  ou r  d i s cou r s e ,  i s  a s  I  a r g u e ,  ‘ ou t  o f  bounds ’  and  marked  

by  a  ‘ coe rced  inv i s ib i l i ty ’ .  Th i s  inv i s ib i l i ty  does  n o t  a l low  th e  conc erns  o f  

the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  to  b e  r a i s ed  w i th in  the  l eg i t i ma t e  doma in  o f  the  

pub l i c  d i s cou r s e .  H ow ever ,  th i s  pos i t ion  i s  s t a r t ing  to  change  as  the  i s s u es  
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r a i s ed  in  s t r ugg l es  o f  id en t i ty  po l i t i c s  now  ques t ion  the  ‘no rmat ive ’  

f r amew ork  o f  the  s oc ie ty  i t s e l f .  

 

The  s y s temic  neg l ec t  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  f r om ou r  po l i t i ca l  

d i s cou r s e  i s  a  m a jo r  them e  o f  my  r es e a r ch .  Whi le  s uch  d i s cus s ions  has  

a l r eady  been  ca r r i ed  ou t  by  s cho la r s  l ike  Bu t le r 1 and  Fou cau l t 2,  I  hav e  

a t t e mp ted  to  under s t and  s uch  s y s t ems  o f  ou tcas te  th rough  the  log ic  o f  a  

f ounda t iona l  p r es umpt ion  o f  th e  he t e ro no rmat iv e  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  mak es  

the  im ag ina t ion  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  i mpos s ib le .  Th e  

he te rono rm at iv e  f r amew ork  a l s o  adher e s  to  a  log ic  o f  the  b ina ry ,  w h ich  

under s t ands  eve ry th ing  in  t e rms  o f  dua l i ty  -  good /b ad ,  ma l e / f e mal e ,  

b lack /w h i te  and  s o  on .  S uch  f r amew ork  o f  under s t and ing  igno res  th e  r ange  

o f  pos s ib i l i ty  and  p lu r a l i ty  o f  human  cu l tu r e .  Th i s  pu t s  the  w ho le  d i s cou r s e  

on  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  under  a  da rk  a r e a  w h ich  s u f f e r s  a  s ys temic  neg le c t .  

M y  s tudy  o f f e r s  to  h igh l igh t  the  nuanc es  o f  th i s  unexp lo red  a r ea  w h ich  

ho ld s  the  po ten t i a l  to  b roaden  the  ho r i zons  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s e  and  the r eby  

commen ce  a  n ew  chap te r  in  the  p ro ces s  o f  democra t i z a t ion .  

 

The  cas e  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  a l s o  impor tan t  to  und er s t and  be caus e  

i t  h o ld s  the  k ey  to  an  o p en  s oc i e ty .  Wh i l e  iden t i t i e s  l ike  c as te  and  c las s  a r e  

bas ed  on  r ecogn izab le  pa r ame te r s  w here  the  id en t i ty  beco mes  th e  in t e r es t ,  

t he  d i s c r im ina t ion  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  complex  as  i t  i s  p r em is ed  

upon  ind iv idua l  in t e r es t  r a the r  th an  a  m ere  iden t i ty .  S in ce  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  

po r t r ay  an  ind iv idua l i s t i c  in t e r es t  a s  the  b as i s  f o r  an  iden t i ty ,  the  concerns  

of  ind iv idua l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  r endered  inv i s ib le .  The  

i nv i s ib i l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  ab ro g a te s  th e  de mocra t i c  r igh t s  o f  

thes e  g roups  in  s uch  a  manner  tha t  the i r  po l i t i c a l  and  s oc ia l  ex i s t ence  i s  

a l low ed  on ly  on  t e rms  o f  adh erenc e  to  the  he t e rono rma t ive  no r ms .  The  

concerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  en t a i l  i s s ues  o f  ind iv idua l  r igh t s  and  

au tonomy  and  the  ex ten t  to  w h ich  the  s oc ie ty  cou ld  pu t  r e s t r i c t ion  on  th em.  
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A n  enqu i ry  in to  th e  underexp lo red  a r e as ,  s uch  a s  thos e  co n ce r n in g  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  on ly  w orks  to  b roaden  th e  over a l l  s cope  o f  the  

democra t i c  p a r ad ig m w h ich  i s  th e  po l i t i ca l  p l a in  o f  mos t  o f  the  mod ern  

s t a t e s .  The  g o a l  o f  my  s tudy  i s  to  under s t and  and  add res s  th e  concerns  o f  

the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  in  s uch  a  w ay  tha t  l eads  to  a  co n cep t io n  o f  a  

‘bo rder les s ’  demo cracy ,  w here in  the  i den t i ty  o f  an  ind iv idu a l  does  no t  

become  a  h ind r ance  in  any  de l ibe r a t iv e  p roces s .  S uch  concep t ion  o f  a  

bo rde r l e s s  democr acy  i s  a  ma jo r  the me  o f  my  s tudy  and  a t t e mp ts  to  d r aw  a  

p ic tu r e  o f  a  m a tu red  d emo cracy  w here in  th e  de mocra t i c  s t a t e  s hou ld e r s  the  

r es pons ib i l i ty  o f  p ro t ec t ing  and  p r es e rv ing  th e  d i s t inc t  iden t i ty  and  

s pa t i a l i ty  o f  d i f f e r en t  e thn ic  g roups .  I  h ope  tha t  my  a t t emp t  to  und er s t and  

the  iden t i ty  i s s ues  o f  the  a l t e rn a t e  s ex u a l i t i e s  w ou ld  con t r ibu t e  in  

add res s ing  th e  con cerns  o f  in ju s t i ce  o f  o the r  iden t i ty  i s s ues  a s  w e l l .  

 

Major Questions and Concerns 
The  s cope  o f  my  r es ea r ch  has  tw o  b road  a s pec t s -  me taphys i ca l  and  po l i t i ca l .  

The  ma jo r  the mes  and  ques t ions  w h ich  I  h av e  exp lo r ed  du r ing  the  cou r s e  o f  

my  s tudy  can  be  d iv id ed  in to  4  b r o ad  a r e as .  I  have  a t t emp ted  to  d i s cus s  and  

under s t and  th es e  fou r  ma jo r  a r e as  a s  s ep a ra te  qu es t ions .  I n t e r es t ing ly ,  the  

fou r  them es  com e  tog e the r  in  a  co h e r en t  man n er  to  en r i ch  an  under s t and ing  

o f  the  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  

 

The  f i r s t  the me  i s  on to log ica l  and  a t t e mp ts  to  exam ine  the  na tu r e  o f  the  

conven t ion a l  po l i t i c a l  d i s cou r s e  w h ich  i s  e s s en t i a l ly  he te rono rm at iv e .  D ue  

to  th i s  under ly ing  he te rono rm at iv i ty ,  the  u n d e r s t an d in g  o f  the  concep t s  l ike  

democra cy ,  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty  tu rn s  ou t  to  be  he t e rono rmat ive .  Th e  

r es u l t an t  n eg le c t  and  o u t cas t e  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  on  accoun t  o f ,  

w ha t  I  und er s t and  as ,  a  ‘ f ound a t ion a l  a s s u mp t ion ’  o f  he t e rono rmat iv i ty .  

Through  my  r es ea rch ,  I  hav e  a t t e mp ted  to  o f f e r  a  founda t iona l  c r i t iqu e  o f  

t h i s  under ly ing  he te rono rm at iv i ty  w h i ch  i s  r e s pons ib le  f o r  the  in ju s t i ces  to  

the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  Th e  id ea  o f  co e rced  inv i s ib i l i ty  and  log i c  o f  ‘ ou t  
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o f  bounds ’  h as  been  us ed  to  s upp lemen t  my  a rgumen ts .  Thes e  conc ep tua l  

too l s  a l s o  h e lp ed  m e  exp lo re  th e  p r e va i l ing  gaps  in  th e  conven t iona l  

d i s cou r s e  and  o f f e r  a  w ay  to  add res s  the m.  

 

A f te r  d i s cus s ing  th e  na tu r e  o f  po l i t i c a l  d i s cou r s e  and  th e  under ly ing  

pres umpt ions  w h ich  obs cu res  ou r  under s t and ing ,  I  s h i f t  t o  the  s econd  theme  

o f  my  s tudy  w h ich  exp lo r es  the  s phere  o f  ind iv idua l i ty -  i n  the  fo r m o f  

pe r s ona l  s p ace .  I  hav e  u n d e r s to o d  th i s  ‘ pe r sona l  s phere ’  in  

con t r ad i s t inc t ion  to  th e  pub l i c  and  p r iva te  a s pec t s  o f  l i f e .  Given  the  

engagem en t  o f  ou r  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  w i th  th e  pub l i c -p r iv a te  

d icho tomy , 3 I  have  a t t emp t ed  to  exp lo re  and  excav a te  th e  a r ea  o f  

ind iv idua l i ty  th rough  a  ‘ t r i cho tomous  un der s t and ing  o f  the  p u b l i c - p r iva te -

pe r s ona l  s phere ’ .  Th i s  f r amew ork  becomes  in s t ru men t a l  in  my  

under s tand ing  o f  the  s pa ce  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  and  a l low s  fo r  a  con temp la t ion  

on  the  pe r s ona l  and  ind iv idua l i s t i c  a s pec t s  o f  l i f e .  

 

The  th i rd  them e  o f  my  s tudy  r e la t e s  to  th e  na tu r e  o f  s t r ugg le  r equ i r ed  fo r  a  

mean ing fu l  equa l i ty  f o r  quee r  ind iv i dua l s  and  g roups .  A n  impor tan t  

f r amew ork  o f  d i s cus s ion ,  in  th i s  r eg a rd ,  has  been  bo r row ed  f rom Fr as e r ’ s  

w ork  on  ‘ r ecogn i t ion  an d  r ed i s t r ibu t ion . ’ 4 Th i s  i s  an  i mpor tan t  r e f e r enc e  in  

my  s tudy  as  i t  acco rds  a  be t t e r  ana ly s i s  and  con t r as t  to  th e  po l i t i c s  o f  

iden t i ty  and  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  in  the  con te mpora ry  t imes .  S uch  exer c i s e  h e lp s  

to  dev i s e  a  mo d e l  o f  p o l i t i ca l  a c t io n  tha t  i s  s u i t ab le  f o r  po l i t i c a l  a c t iv i s m.  

I  h av e  a l s o  d ed ic a ted  one  s ec t ion  o f  my  s tudy  to  d i s cu s s  the  mean ing  and  

s cope  o f  the  t e r m ‘Equa l i ty ’  in  the  con te mpora ry  age .  M y  under s tand ing  o f  

‘ equa l i ty  a s  r en ego t i a t ion ’  a t t emp ts  to  make  a  co n t r ib u t io n  to  the  non -

d i s t r ibu t iv e  as pec t s  o f  ju s t i c e  an d  equa l i ty  in  the  2 1 s t  cen tu ry .  

 

The  f ina l  th eme  o f  my  s tudy  invo lves  a  d i s cus s ion  on  the  ro le  o f  the  s t a te  

as  the  p ro tec to r  o f  democr a t i c  r ig h t s  o f  th e  ind iv idua l s  and  g roups .  Giv en  

the  overa r ch ing  s t a tu r e  o f  the  co n t emp o r a r y  s t a t e ,  e s pe c ia l ly  in  th e  th i rd  
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w or ld ,  i t  beco m es  in s t rumen ta l  in  a f f ec t ing  any  chang e  in  th e  democr a t i c  

s t r uc tu r es  and  p r ac t i ces .  Thus ,  I  have  d i s cus s ed  the  ro le  and  impa c t  o f  the  

s t a t e  in  b r ing ing  a  ch an g e  in  the  dem ocra t i c  p r ac t i ces  and  conven t ions  

w h ich  a f f e c t  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  V ar ious  a s pec t s  o f  my  under s t and ing  

o f  the  ro le  o f  s t a t e  comes  c lo s e  to  a  ‘ s t r uc tu r a l i s t ’  pos i t ion .  H ow ever ,  the  

r e f e r ence  to  s uch  p roac t ive  s t a te  cou ld  a l s o  be  de r iv ed  f rom Habermas ’ s  

i dea  o f  a  t echnocr a t i c  s t a t e . 5 The  d emocr a t i c  cons c ious nes s  o f  the  modern  

s t a t e  i s  ab le  to  evoke  a  s ympa the t i c  a t t i tud e  tow ards  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  w h ich  becomes  a  ca ta ly s t  i n  the  democra t i c  inc lu s ion  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

 

I  a l s o  a rgue  in  my  s tudy  abou t  the  un fo ld ing  o f  th e  democr acy  tow ards  a  

bo rde r l e s s  f o rm w h ich ,  I  b e l i eve ,  i s  ba s ed  on  p i l l a r s  o f  de l ibe r a t ion  and  

r ec ip roc i ty .  S uch  conc ep t ion  o f  d emocr acy  w ou ld  be  bas ed  on  an  ongo ing  

ba lanc ing  be tw een  the  idea l s  f o r  th e  mean s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  ends .  S uch  

concep t ion  o f  democr acy  cou ld  be  foun d  in  the  ide a  o f  a  ‘ f loa t ing  p l ace ’ 6 

w here in  the  p r io r i t i e s  and  goa l s  w ou ld  b e  s e t  th rough  mu tua l  de l ibe r a t ion  

and  s e l f - de f in ed  pu rpos es .  

 

M y  res ea rch  i s  bas ed  on  an  ana ly t i c a l  r ead in g  o f  the  t ex t s  dea l ing  w i th  

ph i lo s oph ica l  conc ep t s  l ike  de mocra cy ,  l ibe r ty  and  equ a l i ty .  Wh i le  i t  i s  

p r ac t i ca l ly  n o t  pos s ib le  to  abs o lu te ly  co mp r eh en d  thes e  v a lu es ,  I  have  

a t t e mp ted  to  und er s t and  thes e  v a lu es  in  t h e  s imp l es t  f o rms .  I  have  r e f e r r ed  

to  s evera l  p ioneer  w orks  in  thes e  a r eas  by  ce leb r a ted  th inker s  s uch  Bu t l e r ,  

Fr as e r ,  L e fo r t ,  H aber mas ,  Tocqu ev i l l e  a nd  M i l l .  Th e  dec i s ion  to  r e ad  th es e  

th inker s  w as  p r imar i ly  due  to  th e  appea l  and  log ica l  cons i s t ency  o f  the i r  

ideas .  Th e  an a ly t i ca l  r e ad ing  o f  the  t ex t s  has  a l low ed  m e  to  exp lo r e  th e  

a r eas  w h ich  m igh t  hav e  r em ained  und erexp lo red ,  i f  no t  u n a t t en d ed ,  by  

s evera l  th inker s .  

A s  a  pa r t  o f  my  s tudy ,  i t  i s  a l l  t h e  more  imp o r tan t  to  s uppo r t  the  s t r uc tu r e  

o f  my  under s t and ing  an d  a rgumen ts  th ro ugh  concre te  da t a  and  f ac t s .  Th u s ,  
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I  h av e  u s ed ,  a s  an  impor tan t  s ou rc e  o f  r e f e r ence ,  s ev e r a l  r epo r t s  pub l i s hed  

by  the  governm en t  and  non - gov ernmen t  o r g an iza t io n s .  Thes e  r epo r t s  have  

been  pub l i s hed  by  r e l i ab l e  s ou rces  and  p ro v e  to  be  an  impor tan t  s ou rce  o f  

da ta  and  s t a t i s t i ca l  r eco rd  in  my  d i s s e r t a t ion .  

 

A n  impor tan t  s ou rce  o f  da ta  has  been  in  t he  fo rm o f  s evera l  co r r es pondences  

done  w i th  va r ious  pub l i c  in s t i tu t ions  un der  the  p rov i s ions  o f  the  R igh t  to  

In fo rmat ion  A c t ,  2005  (RTI ) .  S ev e ra l  o f  thes e  co r r es pondenc es  have  been  

an  eye  opener  f o r  my  s tudy  and  have  cons t i tu ted  an  impor tan t  s uppo r t  to  

my  argumen ts .  S ince  an  i mpor tan t  pa r t  o f  my  d i s s e r t a t ion  dea l s  w i th  the  

ac t iv i s m  in  the  f i e ld  o f  c iv i l  s oc i e ty ,  I  have  a l s o  under tak en  a  d i r e c t  

pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  one  o f  the  p ro j ec t s  o f  the  Laks hya  Trus t ,  w here in  I  

pa r t i c ipa t ed  in  the  In s tag ram  ca mpa ign  a nd  vo lun tee r ed  fo r  tw o  mon ths .  I n  

the  pas t ,  I  had  a l s o  vo lun te e red  w i th  the  N az  Founda t ion  ( Ind i a )  Trus t ,  and  

go t  the  f i r s t - hand  exper ienc e  o f  the  ac t iv i s m  by  the  LGB TQ I+  g roups .  Th es e  

exper ien ces  have  r ea l ly  he lped  m e  und er s t and  the  ac t iv i s m  o f  the  q u ee r  

g roups  and  s h a re  the  f ee l in g s  and  pe r s pe c t ives  o f  th e  com muni ty .  

 

O vera l l ,  my  me thodo logy  has  r em ained  a  ha rmon ious  mix  o f  theo r e t i ca l  a s  

w e l l  a s  p r ac t i c a l  a s pe c t s .  Th e  in s igh t s  ga ined  th rough  the  an a ly t i ca l  r ead ing  

o f  the  t ex t s  have  been  s upp l emen ted  t h rough  f ac tua l  da ta  coming  f ro m  

var ious  r epo r t s  and  R TI  in fo rm at ion  s ha red  by  va r ious  pub l i c  in s t i tu t ions .  

The  f i r s t - hand  exper i ence  o f  pa r t i c ip a t in g  in  an  on l ine  queer  camp a ign  has  

been  an  en r i ch ing  exper i ence  w h ich  go t  me  acqu a in t e d  w i th  s ome  o f  th e  

l i f e - exp er ienc es  o f  the  que er  com muni ty .   

 

The  b roader  f r am e  o f  my  d i s cus s ion  has  to u ch ed  upon  th r ee  m a jo r  the mes -  

democra cy /equa l i ty ,  l i b e r ty  and  a l t e r na te  s exu a l i t i e s .  The  s ch eme  o f  

chap te r i za t ion  th a t  I  h ave  t r i ed  to  fo l lo w  a t t emp ts  to  bu i ld  a  log i ca l  f low  

o f  a rgumen ts  th rough  thes e  p r im ary  themes .  Thus ,  the  s ch ema  o f  

chap te r i za t ion  beg in s  w i th  an  in t ro d u c t o ry  open ing  o f  the  s tu d y  and  l inks  
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t he  in s igh t s  on  democracy /equa l i ty ,  l ib e r ty  and  the  concerns  o f  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s  i n  s uch  a  mann er  w h ich  es ta b l i s hes  a  log ic a l  l ink age  be tw een  

thes e  conc erns  and  exp lo res  th e  pos s ib i l i t i e s  o f  ch ange  th rough  them.  

 

I n  chap t e r  1 ,  I  co mmen ce  my  d i s cu s s io n  by  b r i e f ing  s t a t ing  my  p r im ary  

concerns  and  the  r e as ons  tha t  ju s t i f y  my  r es ea rch .  The  f i r s t  chap t e r  fo rms  

a  b ack g ro u n d  to  my  r e s ea r ch  and  s t a t e s  the  na tu r e  o f  the  co n ce rn s  o f  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  in  d e ta i l .  Th e  chap t e r  i s  d iv ided  in  5  s ec t ions ,  each  o f  

w h ich  dea l s  w i th  d i f f e r en t  a s pec t s  o f  my  s tudy .  I n  S ec t ion  1 .1 ,  I  g ive  a  

s ho r t  in t roduc t ion  o f  my  s tudy  and  in t ro duce  the  s pa t i a l i t y  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s  amid s t  ou r  d i s cou r s es .  Th i s  bu i ld s  the  cas e  fo r  r ead ing  the  

concerns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  T he  gaps  and  l aps es  h igh l igh ted  in  

the  f i r s t  s ec t ion  a r e  t ak en  up  in  S ec t ion  1 .2  w here  I  have  a t t emp t ed  to  do  

an  ana ly t i ca l  r ead ing  o f  th e  na tu re  o f  th e  ex i s t ing  d i s cou r s e .  H ere ,  I  h ave  

t r i ed  to  under s t and  and  uncover  the  l a t en t  he t e rono rma t iv i ty  o f  the  

p r eva i l ing  d i s co u r s es ,  w h ich  do es  no t  a l low  the  co n ce rn s  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  t o  be  add r es s ed  ap p ro p r ia t e ly .  S ec t ion  1 .3  i s  a  pecu l i a r ly  

in te r es t ing  p a r t  o f  my  r es ea r ch  and  d ea l s  w i th  the  ide a  o f  ‘ coe rc ed  

inv i s ib i l i ty ’ .  I n  th i s  s ec t io n ,  I  h av e  e lab o ra ted  upon  the  un iqu e  as pec t s  o f  

the  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  and  p ropos ed  to  under s t and  i t  

t h rough  the  log ic  o f  ‘ ou t  o f  bounds . ’  Th i s  des c r ip t ion  o f  the  n a tu r e  o f  

in ju s t i c e  done  to  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  he lp s  to  under s t and  the  i s s u es  

concern ing  th e  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  a s  a  d i s t in c t  cas e  r equ i r ing  s pe c ia l  

a t t en t ion .  I n  th i s  s ec t ion  I  have  a l s o  d i s cus s ed  how  th e  s t a t e  migh t  become  

a  ma jo r  f ac to r  in  add res s ing  the  concern s  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .  The  

d i s cus s ion  o n  Habermas ’  idea  o f  t echno cra t i c  s t a t e  co mes  h e re  to  d i s cus s  

the  na tu r e  o f  s uch  s t a t e .  S e c t ion  1 .4  d i s cus s es  the  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev iew  fo r  th e  

p rominen t  t ex t s  u s ed  fo r  f o rming  the  a r gumen ts  o f  my  s tudy .  Thes e  t ex t s  

fo rm an  impor tan t  bas e  o f  my  r es ea r ch  and  o f f e r s  much  s uppor t  and  

j u s t i f i c a t ion  to  my  a r g u men t s .  A  maj o r  pa r t  o f  my  under s t and ing  o f  

he te rono rm at iv i ty  and  gend er  no rms  has  b een  in f luenc ed  by  B u t l e r  w ho  has  
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impor tan t  con t r ibu t ions  to  the  g en d e r  th eo ry  and  q u ee r  l i t e r a tu r e .  Bu t l e r ’ s  

w ork  no t  on ly  b r eaks  the  log i c  o f  b ipo l a r i ty  in  ou r  s oc i a l  d i s cou r s es  bu t  

a l s o  p rob lem at i zes  the  conven t ion a l  under s t and ing  o f  gend er  and  

he te rono rm at iv i ty . 7 The  r ead ing  o f  Bu t l e r  has  b een  s upp lemen t ed  w i th  

Foucau l t ’ s  u n d e r s t an d in g  o f  va r ious  a s pec t s  o f  s ex u a l i ty .  I  h ave  fu r th e r  

r e f e r r ed  to  Fr as e r ’ s  w ork  on  d i l emmas  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  and  r e cogn i t ion  in  

a  p o s t - s oc ia l i s t  de mocra t i c  s oc ie ty .  H er  a rgumen ts  and  under s t and ing  on  

i s s ues  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s  he lp s  to  b road en  the  pe r s pec t ive  and  lo ok  beyond  

the  s t r a t eg ies  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  ju s t i ce .  Whi le  Bu t l e r ’ s  w ork  dea l s  w i th  the  

ind iv idua l  and  s oc ia l  no rm at iv e  as pec t s ;  Fras e r ’ s  p r imary  con ce rn  i s  the  

macro  l eve l  dyna mics  o f  s oc i e ty .  H er  p r opos i t ion  o f  p lu r a l  p u b l i c  s pher es ,  

i n  the  fo r m o f  ‘ s uba l t e rn  coun te rpub l i c s ’  o f f e r s  a  p r o m is in g  van t age  p o in t  

f o r  an  emerg ing  s oc ia l  movem en t . 8 

 

M y  under s tand ing  on  d emo cr acy  i s  in f lu enced  by  th in k e r s  l ike  To cquev i l l e  

and  Lefo r t  w h o  bas e  th e  founda t ions  o f  d emo cra cy  in  ce r t a in  idea l s  r a th e r  

than  in s t i tu t ions .  Tocqu ev i l l e ’ s  des c r i p t ion  o f  ‘ equa l i ty  o f  cond i t ions ’  

e loquen t ly  d es c r ib es  th e  va lue  o f  equ i t y  over  equa l i ty  and  h igh l igh t s  the  

founda t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  democracy .  I  ha ve  a t t emp ted  to  r ead  thes e  th ink er s  

to  s ubs tan t i a t e  my  under s t and in g  o f  de mocracy  in  t e rms  o f  f ounda t iona l  

va lues . 9 I  h av e  a l s o  a t t e mp ted  to  r ev i ew  s ome  f emin i s t  l i t e r a tu r e  by  

P a teman .  The  r e as on  f o r  s e lec t ing  thes e  t ex t s  i s  th e  founda t iona l  c r i t ique  

o f  the  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s e  a t t emp ted  by  he r . 10 Th i s  pe r s pec t ive  he lped  

me  to  expand  my  f r am ew ork  o f  under s t a nd ing  and  app ly  i t  t o  the  con cerns  

of  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  The  f i r s t  chap t e r  c lo s es  w i th  a  d i s cus s ion  o f  th e  

majo r  concerns  o f  my  r es ea r ch  a long  w i th  a  b r i e f  s ke tch  o f  th e  s che me  o f  

chap te r i za t ion  w h ich  I  hav e  fo l low ed .  

 

The  S econd  Chap t e r  focus s es  upon  the  id ea  o f  d emocr acy  and  equa l i ty .  The  

s ec t ion  2 .1  d r aw s  an  u n d e r s t an d in g  o f  th e  na tu r e  o f  demo cracy  and  t r i e s  to  

t r ace  the  evo lu t ion  o f  the  idea  th rough  d i f f e r en t  ag es .  S uch  r ev i s i t  t o  the  
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i dea  o f  demo cracy  h e lp ed  me  und er s t and  the  f o u n d a t io n a l  a s pe c t s  o f  

democra cy  an d  the  ca rd in a l  va lu es  w h ich  a r e  e s s en t i a l  to  i t .  D ur ing  s uch  

r ev i s i t  t o  the  d i f f e r en t  pe r s pec t ives  on  d emo cra cy ,  I  cou ld  a l s o  f ind  s o me  

r eas ons  and  a r eas  w h ich  mig h t  have  l e d  to  the  o u tc as te  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  uncover ing  o f  the  r e as ons  fo r  exc lu s ion  o f  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  a l s o  fo rms  the  founda t iona l  c r i t ique  of  the  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es .  

I n  s ec t ion  2 .2 ,  I  have  d i s cus s ed  the  ide a  o f  equa l i ty  and  how  i t  i s  one  o f  

the  found ing  p i l l a r s  o f  a  de mocra cy .  Th i s  s ec t ion  a l s o  d i s cus s es  th e  id ea  o f  

the  ‘peop l e ’  a s  th e  cons t i tu t ive  co mpone n t  o f  a  d emocra cy ,  an d  d e f ines  the  

ca tego ry  o f  the  ‘peop le ’  a s  a  dynami c  e l emen t  w h ich  undergo es  change  and  

t r an s fo rmat ion .  Thus ,  the  ide a  o f  equa l i ty  i s  p ropos ed  to  b e  r e ad  a s  a  

dynamic  id ea l  w h i ch  canno t  b e  und er s tood  as  a  s t a t i c  cong rega t ion  o f  

ind iv idua l s .  The  a rgumen ts  and  in f e r en ces  d r aw n  f rom th i s  d i s cus s ion  on 

equa l i ty  ma te r i a l i zes  in  s ec t ion  2 .3  w h ere  I  e l abo ra t e  upon  the  idea  o f  

‘ equa l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion ’ .  Th i s  s ec t io n  p ropos es  the  idea  tha t  equa l i ty  

need  no t  be  under s tood  as  a  s t a t e  o f  ‘ s amenes s ’ ;  r a the r ,  equa l i ty  i s  a  

cond i t ion  o f  r en ego t i a t ion  be tw e en  equ a l ly  c apab l e  a c to r s /g roups  to  mo ld  

the i r  cond i t ions .  S uch  ide a  cou ld  a l s o  b e  found  in  the  w orks  o f  Fras e r  and  

Lefo r t ,  w h ich  I  have  r e f e r r ed  to  th rougho u t  my  s tudy .  Ch ap te r  2  c lo s es  w i th  

an  under s t and ing  o f  th e  idea  o f  democ racy  and  eq u a l i ty  a s  f r ee - f loa t ing  

ideas  tha t  canno t  be  b o u n d  in  no r ms  o f  f ix i ty .  

 

H av ing  d i s cus s ed  the  mean in g  and  na tu r e  o f  democracy  and  equa l i ty ,  I  mo v e  

to  Chap te r  3  w h ich  focus s es  on  the  idea  o f  L ibe r ty ,  and  t r i e s  to  exp lo re  the  

ex ten t  o f  ind iv idua l  l i be r ty  in  con t r as t  to  the  c la i ms  o f  the  s oc ie ty .  I n  

s ec t ion  3 .1 ,  I  t r i ed  to  exp lo re  s o me  o f  t he  in te rp r e ta t ions  and  pe r s pec t ives  

on  the  ide a  o f  l ib e r ty .  The  p r imary  a i m to  d i s cus s  l ibe r ty  i s  to  bu i ld  a  

f ounda t ion  o f  under s t and ing  to  d i s cus s  the  d eba t es  abou t  the  s e l f /o th e r  

r egard ing  a c t ions  o f  the  ind iv idu a l  an d  how  fa r  the  s oc ie ty  cou ld  pu t  

r e s t r i c t ions  on  s uch  l ib e r ty .  Wh i le  do i ng  s o ,  I  h av e  r e f e r r ed  to  Mi l l ’ s  

f r amew ork  o f  under s t and ing  the  m ean ing  and  s cope  o f  l ib e r ty .  
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The  s ec t ion  3 .2  i s  th e  log ic a l  u n f o ld in g  o f  the  d i s cus s ion  on  l ibe r ty  and  

exp lo res  the  do mains  o f  the  conven t i on a l  pub l i c - p r iv a te  d icho tomy .  Th i s  

s ec t ion  expos es  th e  mis under s t and ings  and  con fus ions  a t t ached  to  the  

na tu r e  o f  the  p r iva te  s p h e r e ,  and  t r i e s  to  u n co v e r  th e  c aus e  o f  s t e r eo type  o f  

the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  I  have  a t t em p ted  to  h igh l igh t  th e  gaps  in  th e  

preva i l ing  under s tand ing  o f  the  pub l i c - p r iva te  dom ain  s o  as  to  be  ab le  to  

of f e r  a  be t t e r  a l t e rna t ive .  M y  ap p r o ach  w h i l e  s tudy ing  th e  pub l i c - p r iva te  

domain  has  been  a  s yn thes i s  o f  the  t r a d i t iona l  an d  modern  pe r s pec t ives  

w h ich  comb ines  th e  v i ew  on  d i s t inc t iv e nes s  o f  the  tw o  s pheres  w h i l e  a l s o  

accep t ing  an  ov er lap  be tw een  th e  tw o .  

 

The  in s igh t s  deve loped  f rom s ec t ion  3 .2  f ina l ly  ma t e r i a l i z e  in  s ec t ion  3 .3  

w here  I  a t t e mp ted  to  o f f e r  my  in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  the  t r i cho tomy  o f  ‘pub l i c -

pr iva te -p e r sona l . ’  S uch  t r i cho tomiz a t ion  i s  neces s a ry  in  o rder  to  s ecu re  the  

s ac r ed  s phere  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  and  the  s ubs equen t  s e t  o f  r igh t s  w h i ch  be long  

to  the  ind iv idua l .  Th e  p ropos ed  pe r s ona l  s phere  i s  an  as pec t  o f  ind iv idu a l  

l i f e  w here  the  ind iv idua l  i s  the  s overe ig n  and  the  co n c e rn s  o f  pub l i c  n o r ms  

and  s oc ia l  conven t ions  beco me  i r r e l ev an t .  Th i s  a s pe c t  o f  ind iv idu a l  l i f e ,  I  

be l i ev e ,  has  been  th e  mo s t  neg l ec t ed  and  mis u n d e r s to o d  pa r t  o f  ou r  po l i t i ca l  

d i s cou r s es .  Th i s  r e in te rp r e ta t ion  o f  the  p u b l i c - p r iv a te  d icho tomy  h e lp s  to  

s ecu re  a  s a f e - zone  fo r  the  ind iv idu a l  a nd  a l low s  the  exp res s ion  o f  on e ’ s  

s exua l i ty .  

 

The  fou r th  ch ap te r  co mmen ces  the  e mp i r i ca l  a s pe c t s  o f  my  s tu d y  and  pu t s  

t o  t e s t  the  a rgumen ts  and  in f e r en ces  d r a w n  s o  f a r .  Thus ,  in  chap te r  4  I  t ake  

up  the  cas e  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s ,  w i t h  r e f e r ence  to  the  Ind ian  s t a t e  and  

examin e  th e  na tu r e  o f  in ju s t i c e  and  the  p roces s  o f  ch an g e  th a t  i s  underw ay .  

I  s t a r t  my  d i s cu s s io n  in  s ec t ion  4 .1  b y  d r aw ing  an  ou t l ine  o f  the  l ega l  

prov i s ions  in  Ind ia  concern ing  the  a l t e r na te  s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  s ec t ion  a l s o  

ou t l ines  obs e rva t ions  on  s om e  I n te r n a t io n a l  and  n a t ion a l  r epo r t s  tha t  hav e  

had  s ign i f i can t  in f lu ence  on  th e  f a t e  o f  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  in  Ind i a .  H er e ,  
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I  h av e  t r i ed  to  b r i e f ly  t r ac e  the  changes  in  the  l ega l -po l i t i ca l  f r am ew ork  in  

Ind ia  w i th  r e s pe c t  to  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .   

 

I n  s ec t ion  4 .2 ,  I  have  d o n e  a  cas e  s tudy  of  Laks hya  Trus t  and  i t s  exper ience  

in  mo b i l i z in g  th e  popu l a r  op in ion  r eg a rd i ng  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  I  h ave  

d is cus s ed  s evera l  p ro jec t s  man aged  by  the  Laks hya  Trus t  and  a l s o  my  

exper ien ce  in  hav ing  pa r t i c ipa ted  in  one  o f  s uch  p ro jec t s .  The  va r ious  

p ro jec t s  and  s t r a t eg ies  u s ed  b y  s uch  civ i l  s oc ie ty  o rgan iza t ions  a r e  an  

impor tan t  s ou rce  o f  mo b i l i z a t io n  o f  pub l i c  op in ion  abou t  i s s u es  s uch  as  

s exua l i ty .  A ls o ,  a  g r e a te r  co l l abo ra t ion  be tw een  th e  s t a te  in s t i tu t ions  and  

N GO s  s uch  a s  Laks hya  Trus t  a r e  in s t rum en ta l  in  b r ing ing  th e  change  to  the  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

 

In  s ec t ion  4 .3 ,  I  ex amin e  and  as s es s  the  impac t  o f  the  s oc ia l  and  po l i t i c a l  

r e fo rms  and  ac t iv i s m  by  d i f f e r en t  ac to r s .  H ere ,  I  h ave  a l s o  a t t e mp ted  to  

p rove  my  a rg umen t  tha t  th e  s t a t e  p e r fo r ms  an  in s t ru men t a l  r o le  in  s ecu r ing  

the  de mocra t i c  r igh t s  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  s ec t ion  a l s o  

examin es  the  imp ac t  o f  d i f f e r en t  s t r a t e g ies  adop ted  in  th e  po l i t i c a l  and  

s oc ia l  s phere ,  and  s ugges t s  a  f u tu r e  t r a j e c to ry  o f  the  move men t  o f  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s .  

 

I  d r aw  my  s tudy  tow ards  conc lu s ion  in  ch ap te r  5  w h ere  I  have  s ummed  up  

my  obs e rva t ions  and  in f e r enc es .  H ow ever ,  be fo re  o f f e r in g  s uch  

conc lu s ions ,  I  have  above  o f f e r ed  an  ov erv iew  o f  the  s tudy  to  r ev i s i t  t h e  

f r amew ork  o f  my  under s tand ing .  S uch  r ev i s i t  t o  my  s tudy  i s  neces s a ry  in  

order  to  have  a  be t t e r  under s t and ing  o f  th e  conc lu s ions  I  p ropos e  to  d r aw  

in  the  n ex t  s ec t io n .  Th rough  thes e  conc l u s ions ,  I  h o p e  to  o f f e r  a  p robab l e  

r ed res s  to  th e  concern s  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  I  a l s o  t r y  to  o f f e r  a  

prov i s o  tha t  w ou ld  l ead  tow ards  a  bo rder les s  democra cy  as  under s tood  in  

my  f r am ew ork  o f  under s t and ing .  A nd  w h ich  w ou ld  add res s  th e  concerns  o f  

the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  in  a  v i s ib le  ju s t  manner .  
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5.2 The Politics of Inclusion of Alternate Sexualities 

 

When  I  s t a r t ed  my  r es ea r ch  on  i s s ues  of  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  I  be l i ev ed  

tha t  th e  ma jo r  p rob le m  r es t s  in  the  s t e r e o typ ica l  b ias  ag a in s t  que e r  g roups .  

H ow ever ,  a s  I  go t  acqua in ted  w i th  th e  i s s ues  and  under ly ing  concerns  o f  

the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  I  r ea l i z ed  tha t  the  f au l t  l i e s  in  ou r  founda t iona l  

under s t and ing  and  th e  h e te rono rm at iv e  pe r s pec t iv e .  M y  eng agem en t  w i th  

the  na tu r e  o f  d i s cou r s e  h as  a l low e d  me  to  be t t e r  under s t and  the  

he te rono rm at iv i ty  p r es en t  in  ou r  be l i e f s  and  under s t and ings .  The  s tudy  o f  

va r ious  r epo r t s  and  na r r a t iv es  on  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  have  o f f e r ed  

compe l l ing  ev idenc e  w h ich  s uppo r t s  m y  under s t and ing  o f  a  f ound a t ion a l  

p r e jud ic e  w i th in  ou r  d i s cou r s e .  Th i s  he te rono rm at iv i ty  i s  s o  deep ly  

en t r ench ed  th a t  i t  t akes  the  fo r m o f  ‘no rmal ’  o r  na tu r a l .  I t  i s  in  s uch  con tex t  

tha t  th e  t r ad i t ion  o f  n eg lec t  and  ex c lu s i on  t akes  b i r th .  

 

Th rough  my  s tudy ,  I  have  a t t e mp ted  to  exp lo re  th e  na tu r e  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  

d i s cou r s e  and  f ind  the  a r eas  f r om w here  the  t r ad i t ion  o f  he te rono rm at iv i ty  

f low s .  The  w orks  o f  s cho la r s  l ike  Bu t l e r ,  Fr as e r ,  Foucau l t ,  H ab ermas ,  

Lefo r t  and  s ev era l  o the r s  have  h e lped  me  ma in ta in  the  t r a j ec to ry  o f  my  

be l i e f s  and  s imu l t aneous ly  p rov ide  a  f i r m  s uppo r t  to  the  f r amew ork  o f  my  

under s t and ing .  S evera l  o f  thes e  th inker s  have  a l r eady  v en tu red  upon  th e  

a r eas  w h ich  I  h ave  t r i ed  to  exp lo re  bu t  my  s tudy  s eeks  to  l ink  the  

d i s connec t ed  jo in t s  and  o f f e r  a  p ic tu r e  w h ich  migh t  p rove  to  be  more  

he lp fu l  to  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  the  con t empora ry  

democra c ies .  

 

I  have  t r i ed  to  d i s cus s  the  th r e e  b road  themes  o f  my  r es e a r ch  -  equa l i ty ,  

l ibe r ty  and  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  -  s epa ra te ly  and  in  connec t ion  to  e ach  

o the r .  The  p r imary  pu rpos e  o f  th i s  ex e rc i s e  i s  to  b e  ab l e  to  de r ive  an  

under s t and ing  o f  a  ‘ bo rde r l e s s ’  democracy  w h ich  w ou ld  f ac i l i t a t e  a  

democra t i c  inc lu s ion  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s e xua l i t i e s .  I n  th i s  s ec t ion ,  I  a t t emp t  
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t o  pu t  toge th e r  th e  d i f f e r en t  a s pec t s  o f  my  s tudy  and  a r r iv e  a t  a  conc lu s ion  

w h ich  s ugges t s  a  pos s ib le  fu tu r e  cou r s e  fo r  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a s  w e l l  

a s  f o r  the  inc lu s ive  po t en t i a l  o f  ou r  dem ocra t i c  po l i t i e s .   

 

N eed les s  to  men t ion  in  th i s  r ega rd  tha t  the  p rob lem  a t  hand  does  no t  have  

a  de f in i t e  s o lu t ion ,  and  thus  any  a rgum en t  i s ,  bu t  one  o f  the  s ever a l  pos s ib le  

s o lu t ions .  I t  i s  my  be l i e f  tha t  a  be t t e r  under s t and ing  o f  ou r  de mocra t i c  

idea l s  w ou ld  he lp  to  co r r e c t  th e  inequa l i t i e s ,  e s pec i a l ly  in  a  s oc ie ty  l ik e  

Ind ia ,  w here  s uch  in ju s t i ces  f low  th rou gh  the  s oc ia l  and  po l i t i ca l  l i f e  o f  

ind iv idua l s  and  in s t i tu t ions .  The  pu rpos e  o f  a  bo rde r l e s s  democra cy  i s  to  

end  the  s ub juga t ion  and  s upp res s ion  o f  i nd iv idua l s  in  the  n ame  o f  t r ad i t ion  

and  p r ide .  The  idea  o f  a  bo rd e r l e s s  d emocra cy  has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  

phys ica l  bo rde r s  bu t  s eeks  to  d i s s ipa te  th e  ones  tha t  c r e a te  unequa l  s t a tu s es  

be tw een  ind iv idua l s .  

 

I n  w ha t  f o l low s ,  I  have  a t t emp t ed  to  d i s cus s ,  w ha t  migh t  b e  t r e a ted  as ,  the  

conc lu s ions  o f  the  d i f f e r en t  s ec t ions  o f  my  s tu dy .  I  have  a t t emp t ed  to  o f f e r  

my  in s igh t s  on -  the  na tu r e  o f  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  and  in ju s t i ce  to  a l t e rn a te  

s exua l i t i e s ;  the  id ea l s  o f  democra cy  and  equa l i ty ;  the  idea l  o f  l ibe r ty  and  

pe r s ona l  s phere ;  and  th e  de mocra t i c  s t r ugg les  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  

I  w ou ld  c lo s e  my  d i s cus s ion  by  b r in g ing  thes e  in s igh t s  tog e the r  and  

con temp la t ing  upon  the  fu r the r  cou r s e  o f  the  t r a j ec to ry  o f  ac t iv i s m  by  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

 

Out of Bounds: Coerced invisibility of alternate sexualities and nature of political 
discourse 
 

The  p r imary  engag emen t  o f  my  r es ea r ch  has  been  w i th  the  na tu r e  o f  

po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  and  the  s pa t i a l i ty  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  I  have  

under s tood  the  con cerns  o f  th e  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  th rough  the  log ic  o f  

ou t  o f  bounds  and the  idea  o f  coe rced  in v i s ib i l i ty .  Whi le  th i s  a r ea  has  

a l r eady  b een  exp lo r ed  by  s cho la r s  l ike  Bu t l e r  and  Fouc au l t ,  my  w ork  has  
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a t t e mp ted  to  r ecogn i ze  the  p ecu l i a r  pos i t ion  o f  the  queer  po l i t i c s  w i th in  

ou r  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es .  I  have  a l s o  a t t emp ted  to  under s t and  the  under ly ing  

b ias  aga in s t  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  in  t e rms  o f  a  f ound a t ion a l  p r es ump t ion  

o f  he te rono rm at iv i ty  w h ich  t ends  to  m ak e  ou r  under s t and ing  p r i s mat i c .  Th i s  

he te rono rm at iv e  pe r s pec t ive  w h ich  w e  have  imb ibed  s ince  ch i ldhood  

po r t r ays  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  a s  a  pa tho log ic a l  a s pec t  o f  human i ty .  The  

no rms  o f  he te rono rmat iv i ty  a r e  in t e rna l i zed  in  s uch  a  m anner  tha t  the  

neg lec t  and  s ubo rd ina t ion  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  i s  no rm al i zed .  

 

A mids t  s uch  f r a mew ork  o f  ex c lu s ion  and  s ubo rd ina t ion ,  the  k ey  to  r ed res s a l  

o f  the  conc erns  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  th rough  a  r ev i s i t  t o  the  

founda t iona l  under s t and ing  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  idea l s  tha t  mo t iv a te  u s .  Th i s  

f ounda t iona l  under s t and ing  migh t  pe r t a in  to  the  ideas  o f  democr acy ,  

l ibe r ty ,  equa l i ty  and  ju s t i ce .  S uch  r ev i s i t  an d  r e - under s t and ing  a r e  u rgen t ly  

neces s a ry  s o  a s  to  r e a l ign  ou r  means  a nd  ends  in  s uch  a  mann er  th a t  no  

ind iv idua l  o r  g roup  i s  exc lud ed .  S uch  r ev i s i t  t o  ou r  s t a t ed  ide a l s  w ou ld  a l s o  

ens u re  tha t  the  d ec i s ion - m ak ing  p ro ces s es  a s  w e l l  a s  under s t and ing  o f  the  

f ound ing  idea l s  r ema in  a  de l ibe r a t ive  p r oces s .  

 

S cho la r s ,  s uch  as  Fras e r ,  L e fo r t ,  Gu t m an  and  Tho mps on ,  have  d i s cus s ed  

d i f f e r en t  f r amew orks  th rough  w h ich  s u ch  r ev i s i t  t o  the  com mon  id ea l s  

migh t  be  pos s ib le .   D emocracy ,  be ing  a n  ongo ing  p roces s  o f  de l ibe r a t io n ,  

needs  to  have  th i s  p roces s  o f  r ev i s ion  a s  i t s  de f in ing  f ea tu r e  a t  a l l  t im es .  

Th i s  i s  no t  s ometh ing  w h ich  i s  no t  kno w n  to  the  acad emi c  g roups  bu t  th i s  

f ac t  i s  o f t en  igno r ed  w hen  th e  conc ern s  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  

d i s cus s ed  and  exp lo red .  A  neg lec t  o f  th i s  p r inc ip le  o f  r ev i s ion  o f t en  l e ads  

to  s evera l  p r es ump t ions  w h ich  migh t  dev ia te  the  t r a j ec to ry  o f  p rog r es s  and  

migh t  c r e a te  s evera l  un in tend ed  cons eq uences ,  hav ing  the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  

long - te rm mal ic ious  e f f e c t s .  
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I  have  a l s o  a rgued  du r ing  my  e a r l i e r  d i s cus s ion  tha t  the  21 s t  cen tu ry  i s  the  

age  o f  d emocr a t i c  un fo ld ing .  Th i s  p roce s s  o f  democra t i c  un fo ld ing  w ou ld  

r emain  in compl e te  un les s  the  h i th e r to  s upp res s ed  g roups  a r e  a l low ed  the  

oppo r tun i ty  to  vo ice  th e i r  concerns  on  a n  equa l  f oo t ing .  Fo r  th i s ,  i t  i s  a l l  

t he  mor e  i mpor tan t  to  r ev i s i t  and  r ev i s e  the  t e rms  o f  engag emen t  be tw een  

d i f f e r en t  g roups  and  no r mat ive  pe r s p ec t iv es .  Th i s  con t ex t  m akes  my  

a rgumen t  o f  a  r ev i s i t  t o  the  founda t io na l  under s t and ing  o f  ou r  po l i t i c a l  

d i s cou r s es  a  r e l evan t  and  u rgen t  exe rc i s e .  The  s ubs equen t  pa r t s  o f  my  s tudy  

a r e  no th ing  bu t  an  a t t emp t  to  exp lo r e  th e  founda t iona l  me an ing  o f  s ome  o f  

ou r  idea l s .  

 

Equality as Renegotiation 
D emocracy  i s  undoub ted ly  the  mos t  a cce p ted  fo rm o f  o rgan iz ing  the  s oc ie ty  

in  the  21 s t  cen tu ry .  I  hav e  d i s cus s ed  the  va r ious  in te rp r e t a t ions  and  

pe r s pec t iv es  on  democra cy  and  conc lude d  tha t  the  mean ing  and  na tu r e  o f  a  

democra cy  canno t  b e  f ixa ted .  Wh i le  the r e  i s  a  v as t  encyc loped i a  o f  

in fo rmat ion  ava i l ab le  on  the  idea  o f  d em ocracy ,  I  have  fo cus ed  my  a t t en t i on  

to  the  under s t and ing  o f  the  found ing  p r inc ip les  w h ich  de t e rmine  the  

pu rpos e  and  s cope  o f  a  de mocra cy .  Th i s  under s t and ing  o f  th e  found ing  

p r inc ip l es  i s  neces s a ry  in  o rde r  to  be  ab le  to  eva lu a te  the  m ean ing  and  

e f f i ca cy  o f  ou r  means  and  ends .  S uch  un der s t and ing  i s  a l s o  ne ces s a ry  to  be  

ab le  to  und er s t and  th e  coe rc ed  inv i s ib i l i ty  o f  quee r  g roups .  

 

M y  under s tand ing  o f  a  bo rde r l e s s  democracy  i s  bas ed  on  a  f loa t ing  pos i t ion  

w i th  r ega rd  to  the  demo cra t i c  id ea l s  an d  the i r  mean ing .  S uch  pe r s pe c t iv e  

cou ld  a l s o  be  f ound  in  Gu tm an  and  Th omps on  as  de l ibe r a t ive  d emocr acy  

and  in  M i l l  a s  ha rm p r in c ip l e .  H ow ever ,  s eve ra l  o f  thes e  con cep t ions  tu rn s  

ou t  to  be  r e s t r i c t iv e  due  to  the  l imi ta t ions  o f  under s t and ing  o f  the  

founda t iona l  va lues .  I  hav e ,  thus ,  t r i ed  to  dev e lop  an  under s t and ing  o f  a  

democra t i c  f r am ew ork  on  the  bas i s  o f  an  under s t and ing  o f  i t s  f ound ing  

idea l s ,  t ha t  i s ,  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty .  S uch  s t r a t egy  has  a l low ed  me  to  
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main t a in  the  s an c t i ty  o f  the  me ans  and  e nds  w h i le  fo rmu la t ing  a  conc ep t ion  

o f  democr acy .  L ike  Tocqu ev i l l e ,  I  unde r s t and  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty  a s  the  

found ing  idea l s  o f  a  democr acy .  The  r ea s ons  fo r  s uch  be l i e f  un fo ld  du r ing  

the  cou r s e  o f  d i s cus s ion  and  es tab l i s hes  a  coheren t  f r a mew ork  l ink ing  

democra cy  w i th  i t s  f ound ing  idea l s .  

 

The  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty ,  und er  my  s cheme  o f  under s t and ing ,  i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  an  

ongo ing  nego t i a t ion  a mong  th e  d i f f e r e n t  g roups  and  ind iv idu a l s .  I  h ave  

a t t e mp ted  to  d i s cus s  i t  i n  t e rms  o f  equa l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion .  S uch  

under s t and ing  opens  up  b roader  v i s t a s  of  de l ibe r a t ion  and  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  

a  democra cy .  S uch  r e - nego t i a t ion  t akes  a  cons ide ra t ion  o f  v i ew ing  one’ s  

in te r es t  a s  iden t i ty  r a th e r  th an  t r ea t ing  a n  es t ab l i s hed  iden t i ty  a s  an  in t e r es t  

in  i t s e l f .  S uch  s t r a t egy  has  a  g r ea t  i m pac t  on  the  w ay  the  d e l ibe r a t ion  

p roces s  i s  s een  in  the  con tempora ry  t im es  and  migh t  a l s o  cha l l enge  a  f ew  

parame te r s  o f  iden t i ty .  Equa l i ty  a s  r e - n ego t i a t ion  be comes  a  p r e r equ i s i t e  

f o r  a  bo rde r l e s s  democr acy  and  ens u re s  tha t  no  g roup  s u f f e r s  f r om the  

coe rced  inv i s ib i l i ty .  

 

The  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty  a s  r e - nego t i a t io n  i s  pa r t i cu la r ly  ap t  f o r  the  21 s t  

cen tu ry  de mocra t i c  r eg im es  a s  i t  r e l i e s  upon  the  no t ion  o f  peop l e  a s  a  

ka le idos cop ic  cong reg a t ion .  Th e  no t ion  o f  ‘ peop le ’  ca r r i e s  mu l t i f a r ious  

mean ings  and  a t t r ibu t es  bu t  i s  de l imi ted  by  the  cond i t ion  o f  in te r es t  w h ich  

s e t s  the  pu rpos e  fo r  d i f f e r en t  g roups  an d  ind iv idua l s .  When  s uch  d ive r s e  

g roups  in te r a c t  and  de l ibe r a te  w i th  each  o the r  on  an  equ a l  f oo t ing ,  an  i mage  

o f  Fras e r ’ s  r ad ica l  de mocracy  em erges .  S uch  s i tua t ion  ens u res  tha t  each  

g roup  and  ind iv idua l  en joy  th e  max ima l  ex ten t  o f  l ibe r ty  w i thou t  d i s tu rb ing  

the  t e r ms  o f  equa l  engagem en t .  

 

Trichotomizing the Divide  
To  r ea l i z e  th e  m ax im al  ex ten t  o f  l ib e r ty  i s  no t  to  en joy  a  l i c ens e  over  

o the r s .  L ib e r ty  cons t i tu t es  the  o the r  f ound ing  va lu e  o f  de mocra cy .  M y  
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d i s cus s ion  on  the  mean ing  and  ex t en t  o f  l ibe r ty  i s  p r e mis ed  a round  f ind ing  

the  t r ue  exp res s ion  o f  ind iv idua l i ty .  T h i s  exp res s ion  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  i s  

mu l t i f a r ious  and  inc ludes  s exua l i ty  a s  a n  inheren t  and  es s en t i a l  exp res s ion  

o f  pe r s onhood .  Whi le  the r e  a r e  s ever a l  w orks  and  deba tes  over  the  m ean ing  

and  d imens ions  o f  l ibe r ty ,  the  under - a t t e nded  domain  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  o f t en  

becomes  an  eas y  p r ey  to  the  agg rand iz ing  doma in  o f  s oc ia l  no r ms .  Th i s  

neces s i t a t e s  the  examin a t ion  o f  the  id ea l  o f  l ibe r ty  f ro m a  d i f f e r en t  ang le .  

M y  d i s cus s ion  on  l ibe r ty  un fo ld s  tow ards  exp lo r ing  the  pe r s ona l  s phere  o f  

ind iv idua l i ty .  Th i s  pe r s ona l  s phere  o f  i nd iv idua l i ty  ne eds  to  be  s een  and  

con temp la t ed  in  con t r ad i s t inc t ion  to  the  conven t ion a l  pub l i c - p r iva te  

s pheres .  Thus ,  I  h ave  p ropos ed  a  t r i ch o tomiz a t ion  o f  th e  a s pec t s  o f  l i f e  

in to -  pub l i c - p r iva t e - pe r s ona l  s pheres .  T h i s  a t t emp t  i s  neces s i t a t ed  by  the  

u rgen t  need  to  r e s cue  th e  pe r s ona l  d omain  o f  ind iv idu a l i ty  w h ich  i s  

o the rw is e  s u f foca t ed  and  s upp res s ed  by  the  bu rden  o f  s oc ia l  no rms .  Wh i l e  

the  p r iv a te  a s pec t s  o f  l i f e  a r e  s t i l l  s ha ped  and  cons t r a in ed  by  the  s oc ia l  

no rms  and  conven t ions ,  the  s phere  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  i s  to  be  s een  as  a  s phere  

o f  unh indered  s e l f - in te r es t .  S exua l i ty ,  i n  th i s  s ens e ,  i s  a  cons t i tu t iv e  a s pec t  

o f  the  s phere  o f  ind iv idua l i ty .  A ny  man ipu l a t ion  and  cons t r a in ing  o f  

s exua l i ty  cons t i tu te  a  coe rc iv e  ac t  w h ich  canno t  be  ju s t i f i ed  in  any  s ens e .  

 

I  do  no t  c l a im  to  p ropos e  a  new  d i mens i on  to  th e  under s t and ing  o f  l ib e r ty .  

I  be l i ev e  tha t  the r e  has  been  much  d i s cu s s ion  and  exp lo ra t ion  w i th  r eg a rd  

to  the  under s t and ing  o f  l ibe r ty  and  i t s  i n t e rp r e t a t ions .  H ow ever ,  I  do  f ee l  

and  a rgue  tha t  l ib e r ty  canno t  b e  ce leb r a ted  under  coe rc ion .  There  i s  an  

u rgen t  need  to  iden t i fy  and  p ro tec t  the  a r eas  w here  th e  ind iv idua l  migh t  be  

l e f t  unh inder ed  to  exp res s  ones e l f .  Wh i le  the  ind iv idua l  i s  l e f t  f r ee  to  

exp lo re  the  p r iva t e  goa l s ,  s uch  f r eedom  i s  o f t en  de f ined  in  t e rms  o f  s oc ia l  

conven t ions  and  no rms .  The  p rob lem  emerges  w hen  the  exp res s ion  o f  

f r eedom  beg ins  to  con t r ad ic t  the  p r ev a i l ing  s e t s  o f  s oc i a l  no r ms .  S uch  

con t r ad i c t ions  a r e  v e ry  co mmon  du r in g  the  pu r s u i t  o f  exp res s ions  o f  

ind iv idua l i ty .  A  s phere  o f  p e r s ona l  s p ace  s a f egu ards  the  exp r es s ion  o f  
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i nd iv idua l i ty  and  s exua l i ty .  I t  a l s o  beco mes  the  p l in th  upon  w h ich  p ro jec t  

o f  f u r the r  r e fo rms  cou ld  b e  r a i s ed .  

 

Alternate Sexualities and/in a Borderless Democracy 
The  a c t iv i s m  by  the  a l t e rna t e  s ex ua l i t i e s  s how s  s evera l  d i s t in c t  

cha rac te r i s t i c s .  I n  f ac t ,  Fr as e r  id en t i f i ed  the  a c t iv i s m  by  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  a s  an  in s t ance  o f  po l i t i c s  o f  r ecogn i t ion  w h ich  m arked  a  b r e ak  

f rom the  conven t iona l  f ocus  on  r ed i s t r ib u t ive  ju s t i ce .  Th e  cas e  o f  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  has  impres s ed  me  du e  to  i t s  un ique  s pa t i a l i ty  and  r es pons e  to  

the  dynamics  o f  democra cy .  Giv en  the  p l ace  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  w i th in  

ou r  d i s cou r s es ,  a  pu r s u i t  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  ju s t i ce  a lone  migh t  no t  l ay  

r e s u l t s .  The  p r i mary  s t rugg l e  o f  the  a l t e r na te  s exua l i t i e s  i s  f o r  r ecogn i t ion ,  

accep tance  and  inc lu s ion .  

 

The  democr a t i c  s t r ugg le  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  has  tw o  majo r  chann e l s :  

one ,  the  ac t iv i s m  in  the  c iv i l  s oc ie ty  th rough  N GO s  and  o the r  in te r es t  

g roups ;  and  tw o ,  th rough  the  de l ibe r a t io n  w i th  the  s t a t e  in s t i tu t ion s .  Whi le  

I  have  t r i ed  to  b r i e f ly  d i s cus s  in s tan c es  o f  ac t iv i s m  in  bo th -  th e  c iv i l  

s oc ie ty  a s  w e l l  a s  the  s t a t e -  my  p rom inen t  a rgum en t  has  been  tha t  th e  

ac t iv i s m  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  w o u ld  ga in  on  ac coun t  o f  the  g r adu a l  

democra t i c  un fo ld ing .  Th i s  de mocra t i c  u n fo ld ing  cou ld  be  s e en  in  the  c iv i l  

s oc ie ty  a s  w e l l  a s  the  s t a t e .  

 

A  majo r  a rgumen t  in  my  s tudy  r e la t e s  t o  the  ro le  o f  the  s t a t e  in  s ecu r ing  

the  democr a t i c  r igh t s  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  Th i s  r o le  i s  pa r t i cu la r ly  

p rominen t  in  democr ac i es  l ike  Ind i a  w here  the  s t a t e  i s  invo lv ed  in  an  on -

go ing  t a s k  o f  r ed e f in ing  the  co ns t i tu t iona l  mora l i ty .  Th i s  channe l  o f  

r e fo rm,  I  have  r e f e r r ed  to  a s ,  the  ‘ top -down’  app roach  o f  ch ange .  Th e  

in s t rumen t a l  r o l e  o f  th e  s t a t e  s u r f ace s  due  to  the  exam ina t ion  o f  th e  

democra t i c  va lues  and  the i r  in t e rp r e ta t i on  by  the  s t a t e .  A  democra t i c  s t a t e  

f inds  i t  d i f f i cu l t  t o  igno re  the  appea l  o f  t he  found ing  id ea l s  o f  a  de mocra cy  
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and  thus ,  have  to  f a c i l i t a t e  the  de man ds  and  in te r es t s  o f  the  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s .  I n  do ing  s o ,  how ever ,  i t  i s  cha l l enged  by  the  deep - roo ted  

he te rono rm at iv i ty  o f  the  s y s tem  as  w e l l  a s  s oc ie ty .  Th i s  s t r ugg le  be tw e en  

the  tw o  s e t s  o f  no rms  makes  fo r  th e  dynamics  o f  quee r  po l i t i c s .  The  

cha l l enges  s e t  by  the  he te rono rma t ive  co nven t ions  o f t en  make  the  t r a j e c to ry  

o f  change  r idd l ed .  Bu t  g iv en  th e  d i s t inc t  na tu r e  o f  the  queer  po l i t i c s ,  t he  

t r a j e c to ry  o f  r ede mpt ion  i s  s uppos ed  to  be  a  heu r i s t i c  a f f a i r .  

 

I  do  no t  c l a im  tha t  the  ro le  o f  the  s t a t e  i s  mor e  in s t rum en ta l  th an  the  

ac t iv i s m  o f  c iv i l  s oc i e ty  o rg an iza t ions .  The  tw o  a r e  coun te r - d i s t inc t  bu t  

equa l ly  in s t ru men t a l  in  i mag in ing  a ny  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  chang e .  The  

con tempor a ry  age  migh t  no t  b e  a  r ad ic a l  democra cy  as  i mag in ed  by  Fras e r  

bu t  i t  c e r t a in ly  i s  exper ienc ing  a  con t in uum  o f  change  w i th  r ega rd  to  the  

un fo ld ing  o f  d emocr a t i c  r igh t s  and  inc lu s ions .  The  vo ices  r a i s ed  in  th e  c iv i l  

s oc ie ty  a r e  to  b e  eva lua t ed  on  l in es  o f  d emocra t i c  idea l s .  S uch  eva lu a t ion  

becomes  a  pa r t  o f  the  r ev i s i t  t o  the  fou nda t iona l  a s pe c t s  o f  a  de mocra cy  

and  he lp s  to  s u s ta in  the  l i f e - fo r ce  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s es .  The  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s ,  t hough  d ive r s i f i ed  and  d i s pe r s ed ,  r ep res en t  a  s t r ugg le  to  

r ede f ine  the  founda t iona l  m ean ing  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s es .  The i r  un ique  

s pa t i a l i ty  in  ou r  d emocr a t i c  s paces  open s  up  new  ho r izons  o f  inc lu s ion  and  

accep tance  w h i ch  fu r the r  r ad ic a l i ze  th e  democra t i c  p ro ces s .  

 

Coming together 
To  o f f e r  a  conc lu s ion ,  i t  i s  pos s ib le  to  f o rm a  log ica l  f low  ch ar t  o f  my  

under s t and ing  and  p r es en t  i t  i n  t e r ms  o f  in te r - connec t ed  them es .  M y  

d i s cus s ion  t akes  o f f  f r om  the  n a tu r e  o f  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  and  exp lo re  the  

i s s ues  o f  exc lu s ion  and  neg l ec t  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s .  I t  i den t i f i ed  th e  

a r eas  w here  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  a r e  den ied  the i r  ex i s t en t i a l  r igh t s .  Th i s  

exe rc i s e  bu i ld s  a  p l a t fo rm  to  ju s t i f y  the  s tudy .  

 



Borderless Democracy and Diffusion of Alternate Sexualities  
 

21 

I  s t a r t ed  d r aw ing  the  f r amew ork  o f  my  under s tand ing  o f  democra cy  th rough  

i t s  cons t i tu t ive  e l e men ts ,  t h a t  i s ,  t he  peop le  and  the  gu id ing  ide a l s  o f  

equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty .  I  have  a rgued  th a t  the  ‘peop le ’  i s  a  ho l low  ca tego ry  

w h ich  canno t  be  as c r ibed  w i th  f ixed  ch a r ac te r i s t i c s .  I t  i s  eve r - evo lv ing  and  

ever - chang ing .  Th i s  i s  the  r eas on  w hy  i t  i s  p rob lem at i c  to  v iew  id en t i ty  a s  

an  in te r es t .  Th e  conven t iona l  v i ew  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  po l i t i c s  t r i e s  to  v iew  

iden t i ty  a s  an  in te r es t  r a the r  th an  th e  o the r  w ay  a round .  S uch  v iew s  

c ry s ta l l i ze  th e  no t ion  o f  peop le  and  be co mes  r edundan t .  The  id ea  o f  peop le  

i s  a  dynam ic  idea  an d  s hou ld  b e  under s tood  as  a  con t inuum.  A  dynami c  

under s t and ing  o f  th e  idea  o f  p eop le  a l s o  impar t s  a  r ev i s ionary  ch a rac te r  to  

democra cy .  

 

Th i s  dynami c  ide a  o f  peop le  g iv es  f r eedo m  to  ea ch  ind iv idua l  to  vo i ce  one’ s  

concerns  and  be l i e f s .  The  exp r es s ion  o f  the  s e l f  beco mes  an  inv io lab l e  

a s pec t  o f  the  ind iv idua l s .  Whi le  exp lo r i ng  the  r e a lm  o f  s uch  ind iv idua l i ty  

I  have  obs e rved  tha t  the  conven t iona l  r ead ing  o f  the  pub l i c  and  p r iv a te  

s pheres  o f  l i f e  f a i l s  to  s ecu re  the  pe r s ona l  a s pec t s  o f  the  ind iv idua l .  Thus ,  

I  p ropos ed  a  t r i cho tomous  r e ad ing  o f  the  a s pec t s  o f  ind iv idua l  l i f e  a s -  

pub l i c - p r iv a te - p e r s ona l  s pheres .  Whi le  th i s  t r i cho tom ized  v iew  migh t  

appear  on ly  a s  a  me taphys ic a l  dev ice  to  under s t and  the  d i f f e r en t  a s pec t  o f  

l i f e ,  s uch  under s t and ing  a l low s  fo r  a  s pher e  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  w h ich  i s  

o the rw is e  neg l ec ted  and  s upp res s ed .  I t  i s  on ly  w hen  s uch  s phere  o f  

ind iv idua l i ty  i s  a l low ed  tha t  an  ind iv idu a l  i s  ab le  to  f ind  th e  t r ues t  o f  s e l f -

exp res s ion  and  s e l f - r ea l i z a t ion .  S uch  v iew  o f  f r eedom  and  ind iv idu a l i ty  

ens u res  th a t  the  cons t i tu t ive  ‘p eop le ’  r e main  f r e e  and  unh indered  w hen  i t  

comes  to  exp res s ion  o f  the i r  in t e r es t s  a nd  be l i e f s .  S uch  con tex t  he lp s  in  

keep ing  the  d emocra t i c  s y s tem ab reas t  w i th  the  chang ing  as p i r a t ions  and  

in te r es t s  o f  th e  peop l e .  

 

A  s oc ie ty  cons t i tu te d  by  f r ee  ind iv idu a l s  becom es  a  s i t e  o f  d e l ib e r a t ion  and  

r enego t i a t ion .  The  me an ing  o f  equ a l i ty ,  under  s uch  c i r cu ms tance ,  a cqu i r es  
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grea te r  me an ing  and  t r ans c ends  the  l imi ta t ions  s e t  by  t r ad i t ion  and  

conven t ions .  M y  under s tand ing  o f  equa l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t io n  w e lco mes  the  

emerg ing  vo ic es  f r om d i f f e r en t  nook  and  co rne r s  o f  the  s oc ie ty  and  a l low s  

them to  be  d i s cus s ed  and  de l ib e r a t ed  on  equa l  t e r ms .  S uch  equa l i ty  t ak es  

in te r es t  a s  an  iden t i ty  and ,  in  th i s  w ay ,  pu t s  a s ide  the  conven t iona l  

pa r ame te r s  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s .  I t  a l s o  a c cep t s  th a t  the  de l ibe r a t ion  ov er  an  

iden t i ty  i s s ue  i s  no t  a  pe rpe tua l  f low  bu t  s ubs ides  w i th  t ime  and  chang ing  

in te r es t s .  

 

The  log i ca l  un fo ld ing  o f  the  them es ,  I  have  d i s cus s ed ,  un i t e s  coher en t ly  

in to  a  conc ep t ion  o f  a  bo rde r l e s s  democ ra cy .  The  cond i t ions  and  t e rms  s e t  

by  my  f r amew ork  o f  under s t and ing  l eads  tow ards  a  concep t ion  o f  democracy  

w h ich  i s  op en  to  de l ibe r a t ion  and  d evo i d  o f  conv en t ion a l  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s .  

The  r equ i r e men t  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s  i s  more  need - bas ed  r a th e r  than  be ing  a  

r e s u l t  o f  pas t  t r ad i t ion .  When  the  cons t i tu t ion  o f  a  demo cra t i c  s oc ie ty  i s  

bas ed  on  a  b road  concep t ion  o f  ide a l s  o f  l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty ,  th e  r e s u l t an t  

o rde r  becomes  a  ha rb inger  o f  ju s t i ce .  To  con t inue  w i th  the  r ig id  d e f in i t ion  

o f  a  democra t i c  o rde r  i s  no t  p laus ib le  i n  the  21 s t  cen tu ry .  Wh i le  i t  i s  no t  

pos s ib le  to  over look  the  po l i t i c a l  f r on t i e r s  be tw een  d i f f e r en t  d emocr a t i c  

s t a t e s ,  i t  i s  ce r t a in ly  a  pos i t iv e  goa l  to  s ha t t e r  the  in t r in s ic  bo rde r s  tha t  

c r ea t e  r i f t  be tw een  d i f f e r en t  g roups  and  ind iv idua l s .  

 

I  have  a l s o  h igh l igh t ed  the  in s t rum en ta l  r o le  o f  the  s t a t e  in  add r es s ing  the  

concerns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  Th e  con tempor a ry  s t a t e  has  ga ined  a  

f a i r  deg r ee  o f  ma tu r i ty  w hen  i t  com es  t o  the  und er s t and ing  o f  demo cra t i c  

idea l s .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th i s  ma tu r i ty ,  the r e  has  emerg ed  a  cons c ious nes s  o f  

the  s t a t e  w h ich  he lp s  i t  t o  eva lua t e  th in gs  on  the  pa r a mete r s  o f  d emocr a t i c  

ju s t i ce .  Th i s  au tonomous  cons c ious nes s  a l low s  th e  s t a t e  to  r e cogn iz e  th e  

democra t i c  in ju s t i ces .  I n  th i s  manner ,  t he  s t a t e  i s  f o r ced  to  come  to  th e  

r e s cue  o f  s uch  s ubo rd ina ted  g roups .  Th i s  r ecogn i t ion  by  th e  s t a t e  add res s es  

the  ou t  o f  bounds  pos i t ion  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  and  b r ing  the m to  the  



Borderless Democracy and Diffusion of Alternate Sexualities  
 

23 

de l ibe r a t iv e  g rounds .  Th i s  po l i t i c a l  inc l u s ion  becomes  a  founda t ion  to  th e  

fu r the r  inc lu s i on  o f  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  and  k icks ta r t s  a  p roces s  o f  

change .  

 

I  a t t emp t  to  b r ing  my  r es ea r ch  to  a  con c lu s ion  by  s ummar iz ing  i t  i n  a  f ew  

l ines .  Th e  na tu r e  o f  po l i t i c s  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s  i s  pecu l i a r  a s  no  

o the r  in s t anc e  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s  ca r r i e s  an  in ju s t i c e  w h ich  r a i s es  

ex i s t en t i a l  ques t ions .  H ow ever ,  the  t r a j ec to ry  o f  the  queer  po l i t i c s  w ou ld  

be  benef i t ed  i f  i t  w ou ld  s t ay  c lo s e  to  th e  p roces s  o f  d emocr a t i c  un fo ld ing  

o f  the  con tempora ry  de mocra t i c  s t a t e s  a s  the  democra t i c  cons c ious nes s  o f  

the  con te mpora ry  s t a t e  i s  ab le  to  r e cogn i ze  the  founda t ion a l  in ju s t i ce  done  

to  the  qu eer  g roups .  Wh i le  s uch  p roces s  o f  change  i s  a  g r adua l  one ,  i t  i s  

ab le  to  b r ing  pos i t iv e  chan ges  th rough  a  top - dow n  r e fo rm.  Whi le  i t  migh t  

be  d i f f i cu l t  t o  do  aw ay  w i th  th e  d i f f e r en t  s e t s  o f  id en t i t i e s  w i th in  a  

democra cy ,  i t  i s  pos s ib le  to  ens u re  tha t  no  iden t i ty  o r  g roup  i s  ou tcas ted  o r  

s upp res s ed  due  to  s hee r  pe r s ona l  cho ic es .  P u t  d i f f e r en t ly ,  i t  i s  des i r ab l e  

and  pe rhaps  impera t ive  to  w ork  tow ards  a  bo rde r l e s s  democracy  w h ich  

inc ludes  and  d i f fu s es  the  ‘ iden t i ty ’  o f  t he  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i ty ,  and  pe rh aps  

o the r  equa l ly  ou t  o f  bound  and  coerc ed  i nv i s ib le  id en t i t i e s .    
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