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mu concern igs

lv ia ger*er&lly believed that poor are those v?to are 

aa©ia£3Lpyed or mdematgloyea.* ifaeugh chronic govcorty sad chroii 

uoofjplQymest are isatualXy ©Hciooiva categories, the relation- 

chip 'between govern and under eiapfoyKsiit has oeon a cabjoefe 

of debate ©.song researchers* In the existing lit era.tare or 

tlaio sublet , t 'mm has boo a some attempt to distinguish 

bottom poverty on the one has! end nrenploycuini on the other 

and also to establish 1 Hike between poverty sad imer.iiiLoyneat. 

But eao'fe work ic devoted to coaoegtucl ami ®eftGus?cnent 

groblsas mi& that too sore on %.{Negative levels*

s/fail© poverty by any ©tauderd ie quite rcsass&ni, root 

©stlasteD' of unei^pynmt yield ©isireaaLy low figures* C?h© 

prevalent of widespread poverty need not necessarily bo 

associated with growing uaesgloyraoat* It io passible to be 

employed but not continue uoly as in the case of agriculture 

l&boisrero* Slier© are those who remain idle, but rich. Struo 

tiier© is ns direct equation between poverty .cmi useagloyoeKi*
Oort

in other words, the bulk, of the poox^ not those who are 

unemployed, but tboce whose aura t> or of employment arm wagec
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are such as to 'Keep theei in poverty* fills led: of association 
between poverty &fd micmplo^moirb is explained by the reasoning 
that the -poor iii India arc too poor to regain unoiiployetl* f'Mo 

view tics boss GhaXXeaged. aral it has been eiaiaed that there 

is a dear association bswom poverty and uastaployaoiit*

Shis debate has relied upon the enpir&cal evidence 

largely obtained through aggregative analysis at national level 

with National Sample Survey data* 'Identification of fact are 

accounting far poverty and imerplqycent sad their Inter

relationship cannot be fully realised in ouch studies based 

on highly aggregated data for different regions collected over 

a period of tine* It 1© perhaps batter to peob© Into aseociatica 
between poverty tma une&ploynsat espeeteily in the inetitutiosel 

perspective of village econecy# Such efforts have been cade bat 
they are few and do not cover the entire ogectrora of Indian 

rural euvir&yserit, end also aucb attempts largely have been 
partial, Gomsntrating only on one of the three associates

vis*, poverty, unemployment and migration* Hence tbs present 

study imo attempted to contribute to the understanding of 

factors underlying poverty, unesj&oyscnt are migration. oau 

their interrelation at village level*

She drought or one- region with low agricultural producti

vity, i*o*, Hsmana'&feapKrata district of 2Qs.il il&m me choeea 

as locale for the study* Among the seventeen taluks'of the
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district, based m indicators of development, om hackcard 

ts&ufc* lilvogafiga ima chosen. All the 128 villa,ne© of this 

•fca3.uk were eub^groupod is to different sisse categories oa 

tb© basics of fopfl&tioii* fwo seditaa sised villages &i the 

population range of 5SO**?GOO wcro selected for survey*

She data was collect ad in two rounds of ©urvqy * Infer ;x.t lea 

regarding. censuapfcion, eapXoyuieai and migration were collected 

with the other usual ^forcetiois# As the ourvey was hold $r* 

the aoatb^of liiy iya1 -and February 1982, the reference period 

was taken as 1931 **32#

In the first village the incidence! of poverty io high, 

while the proportion of tvaen ploy sent is moderate duo to 

l©«g- distant urban migratio £•# fowrty by coasisapfc 3oa eot-iaate 

ia this village- :io high, etserc&s the Quality of life in the 

village is Boob better is compariossi to the other village. 

2hio m$ be due to their urban contacts iteou&fc aigrutiS'-*. X:i 

the second village, the iaeideaco 9t poverty is relatively 

less* She absence of adequate 'feu-aic facilities Ilk© assured 

■protected drinking mite, villa-gs occmoa piece, scsuitatioii 

©te*, result In poor quality of life ia this village. Cfeis 

sb0aoD0ibn of discrepancy befcween poverty lad&eiic© and 

quality ©f life roHscts tho Irraltotlona of eonounption 

espeadlture approach to poverty*/

Bifferent t&diees ©£ poverty each a& head-count ratio, 

iaeoG©-g&p ratio, Sssi’e seasure,, show -feat the second village
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iff better in coaemaptioa levels is cosagariscaa to the first 

village. Ehe paverty line was cetiimt-ad on th© l-aeio of nutri

tionally adequate diet at prevailing local retail prices* 

Coincidentally, the estimated poverty line was olailar -to 

the poverty line derived fx*oa the conveotloml iiora of is* 15 

at 1960-1951 {per capita per eonth) anti updating it by eonoanor 

price index for agricultural labourere for the otat© of

iGSil ITadU*

She inoideaoo of poverty is not oriLy high in- the first 

villages the intensity also is sever®* Bxtrocely poor Ci*®., 

with a level of comnmptioxi ouch below the poverty line) core 

in larger .nuiaber in the first village thati m the second vllia.ee* 

Ljoreavcr, as expected, fee poor in the first village spend 

a'higher- proportion of their consiiagtion expend iturc on food, 

rather them o;-» i-ian-food iiens. As- tho second village la rela

tively bettor off, the proportion of GDnsiiEption expenditure 

spent on son-food is raLc*tively higher* Ihlo relative bettor 

off condition of iba second village is mainly due to the 

differences In distribution, of lend* its quality, irrigation 

jar© t est i si asvl pro duet iv ity*

Due to lower labour force participation ratio raid higher 

dependency ratio, bigger faailiQO show higher poverty iu<?i<i«nco. 

less dciilrant caste groups in the village© do not face- higher 

Incidence of poverty* Ihe boiuac'aelu with higher ouiicai&onui



attaiaaeats are relatively better ©££ by poverty mm* Khooe _ 

households or© also e&lowed vritU relatively trizc&s laid boluiift 

Increase in oise of the land holding reduces poverty incidence 
and enhances literacy ra/tlo of the household, In the case of 

landless agricultural labourer© sad taarg&ml faruca-o v/ith 
very aaall bold lags, the- poverty iaoideaoe is aore wide-spread 

and severe* Hence nature of occupation, control over productivc 

asset© aa& educational attainments ere good Indicators of
levels of liviry;, ao they inlluonoe oonsanp slsa ewnoivorably*

iiiaorg the different seoDoroa of unenployGcnc» tire 

criterion ‘©as used to measure eogloyneai* Che usual (annualj 

status ?/&b 'preferred over the daily or cfocicLy status.fnis to..'!: 

•care of blujos of ooaBsiisU, variation in or-iployncnt* the 

reaseaafcl© ostioate of 272 day d of 0 soars tori-: tae taler; ao a 

dtontlard person year* »he ratio of unemployed days over the 

total labour days in a person-year gave the ooticabe of ua- 

©□pLoyos'it proportion* In coo feraliy with HOG practice, this 

estimation procedure was adopted and found that the itolueneo 

of iineESplcsyoer.t was relatively snail or in the first village 

then the second village, Srbe ocas trend tms noticed by tie 

adoption of alternative re trodo of aonourewent also# ihe 

percentage of unonployuieat by pern on days in labour farce by 
current activity (weoliy status) am the uuulcr of persona 

tineaployed In the need were also found to bo less to the first 

Village* B i both the villages fine to ©spiny <srs'* prefer cnee of



more youthful tsrlcgi’D, unciapiGyed rate© £ov o biitlrea aud old 

persons were high# majority of in© women workers cere caaual 

labourers end cost of theia tier© unpaid family farm feel gore* 

a once la the so categories of women worker©, casual labourers 

and unpaid family helper©, the incidence of unemp&oyoeal; mo 

high* Itoboui? force participation ratio a ad eadLoyfaeot v;ero 

©igaificautly associated with the sis© of the laud, sad the 

number of persons to tho fatally* Sven fftrillcc with Issrges? 

land holdings but with greater number of persons .to the family, 
faced big her incidence of miemployoeat* In the category of 

employers, due to sufficiently large else of their lard! 

bold lags* their supply price was high and banco the incidence 

of unemployment for this category do© was higher* 2fce schedule 

caste groups faced high©** incidence of imos^oyment as moot of 

ther.: were wage paid agricultural labourers with reglidble 

land holdings*, migration ?»b riot of &s§? avail to them as it 

ms undertaken for short duration seasonally. incidence of 

imengloymefit for different level© of consumption expenditure 

aM not indicate siy association between thou, dome of the 

households with higher coucusotion •expmdituro levels mere 

air© fauna with high laeideneo of unemployment,

It t© not valid to presume that migrants from baeliuird 

rural region would go over only to gore prosperous urban areas.. 

f.t'igr-atliUi in rural areas were mostly i*vz*slcrural and seasonal
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.for short duration* 1he iugaefc of outside contact on, the 

arlgrarrts profiles toe demonstration ef foot © a general 

noeio-econenio aspects of life in the villages* £he duration 

©net destination of migration fro© villages v,*ere determined by 

the location and availability of iafrastruotured. faoiiltiso in 

the village * labour ere with higher educational att-ainuaioe 

preferred long distance urban migration* .Distance did not 

deter algration. Migrants fee gone even to neighbour lac 

countries to earn their livciiliood* fhs incidence of nigrum 

tita has an alleviating gfleet oa the incidence of unesnloy*

□eat* 2a the first village, duo to predosix-cnee of urben 

oigravion, incidence of laaenptoytue&t was lessor* la the second 

village, as jsoet of tas> migrants wore seasonal agricultural 

labourers, the incidence of unemployment was non affected 

such* Presence of BVigraais la the fatally improves the l&oorr 

force participation ratio* Big faoillos mere more migration 

prone* Adult raclo youlfc ciigra-tl.cn was aredoainant in the 

villages# la the mm of seasonal migrant& other i«eabero of 

the family alec Joia for aigraHoa* koas dooinant caste groans 

oigrate csore as soot’ of then ore wage paid agricultural labourers# 

iSrjo households with largo sisod land holdings do not prefer 

migration* ihe levels of coaoueiption do- not sees to be 

related with the teeidenoo of migration*

lhough the two curveted villages belong to the sane
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ctgyo-ellffiatiio resist* they do not a&m to sutm eioilcrity in 

Zsucl&mw of poverty# uneoployoe nt and oigrniion* Vi-Ujis bho 

villages* ttliG isjoitlsnc© of poverty § uneupioyueat a-:u ui; fra vies 

did ast shov? lisay trend for flii'ieirost; & ooio~eeoitorai c groupa * it 

ioplloa that iher^ does not sees* to t>e mi$ eAgnifionai associa

tion between poverty# ime&rlQysient aid algpr&tiafi* A'hough tUcre 

is cocie relationship between uaeeployoeal and aigraties, the 

degree amt esrtgnt of association £a gaol if iob by the- typo of 

©igrstiou prevalent* Abe caste hierarchy per se does not oboe 

eny relationship between poverty, u&eBploymst and ©igratioa* 

However, in the case of scheduled caste g,roups and leaa dominant 

ooQPuaitioo# tUore ip punitive association bot«e@i un<nj30Loy<-;e-..t 

did migration* nigsation is reported to fey tlsooo groups ao as 

alternative to unemployment* dililariy educational attaio- 

mese levels donrtt show a unique relationship betvjcea Poverty, 

uaeaiploysest and aigrutios*. But la the; case of persons with 

hlghax- educational attainments, dilation is relatively hlf-h 

and unenployaetrt rate is loco.

Bocmectle olaos*-wioo dlotrtbutloi o.£ tioucchoico Ibaoed 

os prissary o ecu ration and tbs else of land Bolding) is dies too 

that for the a&simltural labourer households the aocodatiori 

between poverty, ua-eesloytiest ana migration is oignlxieankly 
positive* ins ©boorvud absence of apse-elation betwee^i^iatep* 

tion expenditure levels;, uses ploys e;t and. Eiigratiou im-lcatee 

that con sumption Is a function of variables ot-Uor than ua~ 

esploywnt and mi^ratloa.
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However, carjeelatlen eoeOieieat rntriees indicate that 

-3 tollies suffer ooot with low cwuetauption le-velo (in

other words poverty), larges? incidence of uBaFpIoyaeni and 

migration* S?tae e.iae of the lend toltliag in positively; cor;.■el ci

ted to the Incidence of unemployment* aanee better .off house4* 

bolds report sore m*eaplovDer:t* She housefaoXds with large 

holdings of land have loooei’ nuabes^bi algrarrto* ^cauco the 

necessity of going out of the v Hinge for Jobe does not aria© 

in their case* She presence of lea-ale labourers sa the hoaoe- 

told increases the proportion of the casual labourers in the- 

labour force si$al£iea&t2y* She labour force participation 

ratio, dependency ratio ana lit era eg' rates are significantly 

correlated* S&es© observations are true of all households In 

all tho categories, i« e«, * poor’, ’non^poar* a ad ’ail bouse- 

bolds** Boveovor, for the sets ‘non-pose?1 and ’all hdisc-talcio1, 

the per capita consuaption expenditure, unemployment aud aigra- 

tioa are significantly correlated, However such a relationship 

is not viaibis id the cgoo of *poor’ housetolas*

She regression results show that the&a is no
significant association between the csneuDptien level, the 

number of der© unemployed and the camber of oigriuito in the 

household* St-iro io true for ell the -sets, .!•©,, ’poor’, ‘ao?j~ 

-poor ’ and ’all households* * Hon ever significant negative rela

tionship ivbb indicated between wienployaeiit and nigra.-aon for 
‘non-poor* and ’all bousebaXae** Sills atreagthese the idea -about



206

their- Butuel inter«e®penleiaey (otttoetitutiaa&llty) feofeom u»~ 

eftpflLoyiiient and oigratiosu

nusber of torcons in- the- fcsily, the oise of the lev;u 

holding and lafeoisrfcre© partieipotx.cn ratio ssro oi^iilcoat 

factors which affect caaeataptfoa level, iacidc-ace un-

ploy cent, cnie aigratAon in the rural hoycehaido* *hia phone- 
nemn is time for all the throe eete vis., * poor ’, ’non-p ooi’* 

■aid. 'oil households1.

2huo, it appears that there is no significant aoso elation 

between poverty, uaeDploycoKib and Gigratlosi* vaesployce/.t i© 

not the (only) esuce of poverty **iib<a*e are .poor people, not 

b&cstuQQ tkqp are tme&ployeci* Khoy have worked for osre auab.-'r 

of dayo wilt less remunerative wages. Saengloy-asnt apnearc to 

fee sore due to Sa&deqa&te availability of productive- roeenroot?. 

aigr&iioit has alleviating 'effect os unenplcgrcent*hi


