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Appendix,- X

brief note on questionnaire and survey
\

methodology-

l?or the purpose of itsia study two villages i'•©*■,

Silardagu&i {first village3, 

k>ivaganga taluk of iiaaeaatb&p

afd. tilriyur (second vtllq? 

din trict v?ere chosen*
e) o

the seventeen taluko of the district, based on in:icafors

of development, the s ceo.au sjost bee knar 1 taluk, bivagor.ga 

ms chosen* Out of tbs 12u villages in this taluk ttio medius 

□ised villages -3 ; a-*;. ;. la the papulatloa range of

$00*1000 were chosen# Oai^o rme token to oo© that the villages 

were not too close to each ©the- and tier© relatively amiy

froa urban influences* On the bosia of information provided 

% 1971 Census, it was fomd that in tenss of availability of 

drinking raster, electricity, be tool, road and nearness to 

bus m& raslimy halt etc*, those two selected villages raerc of 

similar eharaoteriotico of other villas© in the region*

2ho first round of survey way erne noted in the noisth of 

A'ay 1961* Shio period happened to be a slack oeasoa and 

also coincided with ©ever© drought .in the region. A eranpQL c~ 

neat&vg' msmog was conducted in toe csssith of Pcbnery 19-2, 

after a gap of 9 -no nth e* luring this period the agricultural 

activity an the region was at its peak duo to favourable rains-
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She data collected through the ojueotioanaipe in tb© first 

survey vj&o oupploneated by tins iaforaatioti collected in tine 

oeeond -survey through e elighi-iy ao&ified version of ques

tionnaire of the first survey.

for*)X of tho first sssrvqy on goaercl inforastion v;aa sot 

used in tb© aecoaci survey# as it was felt that the migration 

characteristics of the v ill ©geo ney not dr&sii colly change over 

a short spaa of wine months, fox* II of the first survey on 

migration sos not repeated la the sect ad survey* Queotioa on 

annuel son-food expenditure Included 'in the first survey mo 

mot included m the second survey as the already collected
fcip

infarsHtiuo pertained a period of ono year. However to the 
quostltmaaire for the second survey an appendix me attached 

to collect details of agricultural proa notion and c^iorciaiiau- 

fiqs. Mctitiooul employment dot©lie her© sought about the 
availability for additional mrl: cM reason© for unemployment. 
Shis was substantiated by quest!cao on employment in relief 

works and wage rates far differ ant agricultural opemtio?in*

though it m@ our intention to collect iafarmtioa from 

all the household© from bath tbo villageo5 if ms not possible, 

as eoae heueeteltl had migrated and were not available for 

enquiry at tho tits of survey#, However in the first survey» 

all the available households (104) from the first village were 

eurveyed* Proa the second village# u6 ho «;:• circle d mere surveye.:•
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In all 190 batiseholu© were surveyed. v/hen the eu-pleoentury 

m$VG$ ms conducted, coincidentally tne total number of 

teuD«k)las from both tbs villages bad not changed* But asoe of 

the households surveyed during the first survey were rot 

avaxiabie for enquiry during the second survey* Tbeqr migrated 

for 3obs* In tho s&sae *?%, oaae households iv,-,ick oerc act 

available for survey in the first v6^59g>me© iiverviamd 

ia the second survey* ror tbo sake of dniforoiiy acid analytical 

convenience, only those househclds which cere included ia 

both th© surveys were takes up for analysis, ih© average of 

both the? surveys were used as the basic data for this study.

Hen co-fort h those data were considered as the source of our 

analysis ia this study aril indicated as mltoc household survey 

19S1-S2,e*

SJh© questionnaire used for the first survey ms in five 

parts. Hie first part collected irforriatioc on the- general 

eocio-occnciaie and cultural baokgrouM of the household, retails 

were collected about the differ eat assets ara liabilities 

of the household* £o understand the nature of contest with 

outside woridythe purpose of visit to a early places and their 

distances were taken note off# ibough this inforaatiqu \xa& 

collected individually from households, there vsas cansmauD 

8K»Bg the households about the place of vicit for cof'taia 

specific functisno., She second schedule of the questionnaire
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canvassed iaferoaticii on y&grutica* Here though various 

<detail« about migration were collected, of course not alv.-ayc 

&)Lreotly froo the migrcmto, as most of the® were not available 

for direct enquiry at the ti^e of survey# Xa. the first village,
flit was elves to under stqski thatgood rx,py of workers usedk

to migrate to Kerala ia rainy season for snake catching* 

However the reapsmdfeito did not reveal this info rant ion 

while answer lag question, except is case 03? one or two of the::.* 

'ia the 0009X0. village the-Christian Matter households were 

mainly todcly tappers* i’hougb prohibition was in force in the 

■state at the* time of first survey, these hpuoolioldo did not 

conceal ioforcuiion about toddy tapping* however, the details 

about the wages earned at the destination by the migrants 

w&a xifit clearly reported* Shis &&y be duo to abscae© of aida

nts fox* direct enquiry* ?artbor in the ease of urban oigraate, 

ue their reauner&tlcm include certain perpuieitoo like food, 

clothing etc*, it- me not possible to coopute total iiicoue, 

accurately* S'feo third sect 'km in the questionnaire wao used 

to collect details about ©apELeysaeat* here data, on the occupa

tion, oooaoaie activity status were collected for all the 

5i*er»berG of t'm family*If they wore actually in labour force, 

than inferoafion about their eeployraent in the week geeco&ing 
survey (current status) wac collected. Similarly the number of 

day© employed to the year (usaei status) preceding the survey 

W&s also taken note of* In addition to thief iuformtiori on the
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timber of ways imrked in c mouth during the busy season also 

mm collected. though at%mpt was m&de to collect details 

of eaiEoyooat inten cities by half day (less than 4 hours 

of work) hat full day (more than 4 hours of non:), it was

found to be difficult and heuea given up* Hence importance was 

given to time-*criterion of eoploy moat in terms of number of 

days* By usual activity, it was found that no person in ttic

labour force had remaine*l fully unemployed• 'i'bey worked for 
some days in the year. However, by the current (weakly) status, 

there were persons who remained without work throughout the 

weduffee number of day® employ eU in a month for the peek per led

was not utilised for our analysis*

She form I? of the cueot lo‘rialr e was os ’weekly eDnsump*- 

tiou espenaJtm’e details* She various food and near-food ttees 

that ware consumed in the week preceding the survey was 

collected la terms of quantity. Provision wao r.aao to ml:& 
distinction between itemo of consumption in terms of self- 

pvQciuced gowns, cash purchased items and items -received in 

lieu of wages. Hue to lack of perception on the part of 

respondents to oafeo dear out quantitative distinction in 

their items of oonaiaaptlcr^ the above distinction could not be 

-maintained in the survey* Only the.total quantity consumed 
was noted in Kilogram vheroever local units ox measures aero 

reported, appropriate conversion procedure was need to bring it 

to standard weight, ihe money value was imputed on the basis



of price reported by the res pendants# these prices coincided 

with tbs price quoted in the nearby retell hiarket centres# l-'ov 
©nse&tial itecs like rice, sugar, and kerosene, the fair price 

fixc-d by the government was rokoued, oiuco these iteas were 

distributee: eaialy by the civil supplies departs eat# *he 

cos-sicersd iteo© of food coaoiiEotion were costly the repre

sentative of local coacaaptio'c* She food expenuiture iadudod 

expenses on eating at places other than the house &loo, i.c*., 

food taken from restaurants, tea, end coffee consumed xtcd 

stalls. She data os Gznm& itmre on pan, tobacco and intoxicants

were collected .far the etuay* bats on the expenditure on fuel,
ri

matches and toiletisroe were also collected.

■x-ia&tiou on aiShe fora ? mo used to collect infer; 

expenditure oa cloth la:;;, utsnails, education, health, enccr- 

tai'.jteat, rittals etc. But reporting was found to be exaegorats> 

Hence such reliance was not placemen these details*

For the supple sentary survey two schedules fro a the 

queutionemir0 t«r>©& for the first survey were used with cn 
appendix on additional items of requirement. Fora X v;ao 

used to collect general ami eaployiaent details for- each member 

of the household# Forn II was used to collect information on 

weekly par capita consumption expenditure on food and non-food 

itenss of the household# In the a spend is quoeirio 2isaire informa

tion on crop production, reasons - for u»ig& pi oyiaent, inforaatio .:



2t cr id

about aaditio ail work in terms of relief operation md the 
tsags rates for uliferent agricultural operation were- eollectee*

Osx tile whole it appo&roa that the reporting in tho 

eefisad survey ms Matter thus in the first survey* tsoy be dmi to 

better economic condit ionu* £ho additional in fori .’at ion 

sought on agricultural production and couiorcic-liaation of 

ogriealtur© did not yield sanefe useful inforoation* i'he reason 

for unemployment citou also wore sore or less tho seise in 

all erases* Almost all of then acM that they were willing 

to ?»’ors tho%h vserk was not available* In tho regions around 

the surveyed villages relief work was not taken up that 

esieneively* i'ho vnf^m reported for different occupation were 

of taoro ox' less In tho sane range*

Pox* the first survey i& the first village, the villagers 
, . Wevi Ctn&JtMeA

meeting e^aseaed and the purpose of the survey was 

explained# After getting the consent of tho villagers oily 

the survey was eoBdueied* la the second village during the 

first survey r&pts&rt wit'll the villagers ms established 

through an active educated young m ef a dominant cc Liman !%*, 

who acted as contact person and helped in the smooth operation 

of the strvey# iJufiag the time of eeesud survey, as tho 

villagers were already familiar, the resporac was relatively 

bettor -1

fhe questionnaires are repreuueed in the following pages
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Village'- ,
i

Street

House No.:

QUESTIONNAIRE
Survey of Poverty, Uaemploymcat and Migration its , . ,, , ,
Silandagudj and Siriyur Villages of Sivaganga Taluks »a

SamaBathapuram District of Tamil Nadu Date of Survey:

GENERAL: Form I

!. Name of the Head of »i»e Household:

2, Age (in completed years)

3. Marital Status:

Mother Tongue

Religion:

6, Caste:

1. Mamed

2 Unmarried

3. Widower

4. Divorcee

5 Deserted

1. Tamil

2. Tciugu

1 . Hindu

2 Muslim

3. Christian

Backward Community

2

3

4

7. Sue of the Household : 

Adult

Children upto 15 years: 

primary School going 

Middle School going 

Higher School going 

Wot going to school 

Total

S. Housing:

E. (a) Owned 

(b)' Rented 

2. (a) Ktncha 

(b) IP ticca

i) Thatched

ii) Tiled *
iii) Terraced

Scheduled Caste 

Scheduled Tribe 

Others

Mate remale Total

—

,

!
Bread Winning Occupation' 

of the Household
1. Cultivator 2. Agricul
tural Labourer 3. Dairying 
4. Poultry 5 Household 
Industry 6. Manufacturing 
7. Business 8. Service 
9. Artisan 10. Others

Mate Subsi
diary

10. Land held by the household in Hectares

(lucre: 0.4 Ha)

1. Total Land Held

2. Total cultivable Lend 

s. Irrigated

b. Unirrigated

11, Asset Particulars (iss Nos.)

A) Livestock:

1. Cow -

2. Buffalo
3. Bull ! ! ; '

4 Sheep/Goot
' - 5 Pig

6. Poultry

7. Others

B) Agricultural Tools:

1. Plough

2. Leveller

3. Sickle

4. Spade

3. Others • -

C) Equipments:

1. Cars
2. Tractor

3. Cycle

4. Scooter

5. Car M
■6. Well
?. Motor/O'i! engine

"V '

or ■ ,•
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t» Other Assets: • . .

1. Gold/Silver ornaments ■ .
2 Real estate j

i
3. loans ads anccd Rs

4 Bank Balance & Cash on hand Rs.

5. Agricultural & Nor.-Agri, stock including 
food

6. Others

Family's Total Debt in Rs. 
incurred m the past one year

Amount
Rate of interest %

Source

!. Money lender

2 Absentee l undlord

3 Big Peasant

4. Co-op. Society

5. Bank

t*. Government

7. Others

• ’ •

Purposc^Loin:. ..

1 Purchase of Food
> /

2. Seasonal Agri’. Expenses

3. For rituals

4. Settling old debts

5. Purchase of fixed capital asset like lead

6. Education

7. Medical

3. Purchase of durable asset

9. Others

S3. Pat titulars of Visits to nearby towns

SI.
No. Purpose Name of Place Mode of 

Transpoit
• Distance in 

kms Local ion '
Size of the 

town by 
Population

1 Secondary Education

2 Medical & Health
_

' .

3 Small Purchases

4 Bulk Purchases '

5 Purchase of Agri. Inputs I -

6 Agricultural Marketing
• >.

'

7 Co-op. & Bank Work ;
S Revenue & Court work

' ■ - 1
9 ' X

10
- -
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4
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23
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Form IV .

; WEEKLY CONSUMPTION EXFEN0STURE •*

Description of Item* Consumed

Weight in gins, of the 
Consumed items Total 

Quantity 
consumed 
in weight 

(kg*-)

Wee of | Total

Remark'Purchased 
in Cash

Self
Produced 
(including 
free goods

Received 
in kind 

for work 
done

purcha-et 
in cash 

Rs.
per kg.

i coowmV*
itofi Expert 

in 
Ra.

(coils. 6*7)

2 13)41516 ? s 9

CLKCAtS: Rice

Wheat

Cumbu

Ragi

lowar

Mai/e

Small millets

Suh-Tot at

PULSES imv.ir
Gram
Others

Sub-Total

Nuts Sl Orv fruits Groundnut

Others

Sub-Total

Milk

Milk Products

Ghee

Vanaspathi

Kdihtc oil (gingclly, groundnut, coconut! 

Meat (Mutton, beef, pork, chicken)

fish

EPS

Vegetables (includes leafy)

Fresh Fruits • Banana
Others

Sait

Spices
Sugur/Gur/Jaggcry
Tea (leaf)fCoiTee (powder)

Sub-Total
Pan

Tobacco (chewing, snuff, »eedl, cigarette, cigar) 
Nira/Toddy/Arracit
Gish expenses on readysnede sciabSes £ beverages 

Sub-Totai
Fuel (firewood, eowdisag, chsrcoai, kerossae) 
Matches
Others (tosletria-oii, soap, powder)

e

f
t '
I

|
i!
i

:

1
'

'

’ ?

)

' iJ r

•

Ra. P. Rs. P.

■*»

.................................... ! --------------------------------------------- -—---------- —--------------!----- !----------- -
Weekly Tots! for ali jj X52

Annual Total
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Hon - Food Coffissa®pti«m Expeadtlare lacorred in the fast oac y^sx 
preceding the date of enquiry ■ . ..

sv.
No.

Item
No./

Quantity
Total

Expenditure 
Rs. P.

9

}0

11

12 

S3 

74

15

16 

17 

<8 

19

Cloth

Footwear ' i

Utensils • Mewl - Srass/Aiusnimusa/StainSesc Steel 

Clay ,

Class t

Rent

Domestic Electricity Charges 

Educational expenditures ebooks, etc.)

Medical & Health expenses {fees, medicines)

7 ravelling expenses

Religious expenditures (rituals, donations)

Expenditure on social events like birth, death, 
marriages etc. (gifts)

Entertainment expenses

Expenses on Ornaments

Expenses on durables (cycle, torch, umbrella, radio)

Expenses on livestock & poultry (purchase & 
maintenance)

Amount saved during the year 

Debt repaid during the year 

Loans taken during the year 

Interest payment on borrowings 

Others

Total enssusl expenditure 

Total annua! expenditure carried over fton Fobs BV 

Total annual consumption expenditure to tils whole feousahoM

Koaaakold Sink'.

AaatiaS per captes ssasamptiesi eBpendiswe

Remarks -

•L. '\V>-
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WEEKLY CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE

Description of Item* .Consumed

i

"i '___^ 2

1 CEREALS Rise

Wheat

Ciunhu

Rapt

Jowar

Muuc

Small millets

Sub-Total

2 PULSES . 'I uwar

Oram

Other*

Sub-Total

3 Nuts & Dry Fruits Groundnut '

Others

Sub-Total

4 Milk

5 Milk Products

Weight tn gms of the 
Consumed items

Self Received
Purchased Produced in kind

in Cash (including 
free goods)

for work 
done

- 3 4 1 5

Total 
Quantity 
consumed 
in weight 

<&*»•>

Price of 
the item 

purchased 
tn rash 

Rs.
per kg.

Tot»i 
weekly 

consump
tion Lspea- 

dmire in 
IU.

(col*. 6*7)

Remark*

6
Rs.

7

P. Rs
9

P.

T

6

7

8 

9

10

I)

12

13

14

15

16
17

18

19

20 
21

22 
23 

*'*' 24

Ghee

Vanaspathi

Edible oil (gmgclly, groundnut, coconut) 

Meat (Mutton, beef, pork, chicken)

Fish

Egg
Vegetables (include* leafy)

Fresh Fruits . Banana 

Others 

Sail 

Spices

Sugar/Gur/Jaggery 

Tea (leaf)IColTee (powder)
/

Sub-Total
Pan

Tobacco (chcwinr, amiff, beedi, cigarette, cigar) 
Nira/Todoy/Arrack

Cash expenses on readymade estibles * beverages 

Sub-Total
Fuel (firewood, cowdung, charcoal, kerosene) 
Matches

Others (toiletnes-oil, soap, powder)

Weekly Total foyili 

Anrual Total

X52
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